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POLAND CONT. ON PG 13

Editor's note: These remarks were delivered at the JFEC  
annual meeting on June 21, 2022 and have been lightly edited.

By Rachel Alexander Levy, JFEC Executive Director
It is my great pleasure to be serving as your new Executive Director 

for Jewish Federation of Eastern Connecticut.  Many of you might be 
wondering what brought me to New London for this role, so I thought 
I would spend a few minutes sharing my personal story from Poland to 
Norwich to Minsk to New London.  

When I was a young girl, I used to visit my great grandmother, Mary 
Trubowitz who lived to be 90 years old.  She had a strong Yiddish accent 
and loved serving me a big bowl of pasta covered in cottage cheese and 
sour cream.  This is still my favorite comfort food.  

My great grandmother taught herself English when she came to 
America in 1904 and settled in Norwich with her husband William.  She 
was best known for sitting down with the Sunday New York Times and 
reading it from cover to cover.  I have taken on the ritual and everyone 
in my family knows to be quiet so I can read the New York Times every 
Sunday morning.  When my daughter was born in 2013 I chose to name 
her Miriam after Mary Trubowitz - since she was the first great-great 
grandchild. 

One year after my grandmother’s parents moved to Norwich, 
my grandfather’s parents arrived from Poland.  Reuben and Tessie 
Alexander were involved in Brothers of Joseph Synagogue where my 
great-grandfather was a regular in the minyan.  My father used to share 
stories with me about his time visiting his grandparents every weekend 
at Ocean Beach.  

Tessie and Reuben had 4 children: Roz, Gladys, Shirley and Daniel.  My 
grandfather Daniel was born in Norwich in 1913.  He attended Brown 
University in 1935, and I was proud to follow in his footsteps in 1995.

My great grandfather Reuben never learned English so Tessie ran 
the La France shop in Norwich.  When my parents were planning their 
wedding, my great grandmother, Tessie Alexander, was happy to provide 

From Poland to Norwich to 
Minsk to New London

Great grandmother Mary Trubowitz of Norwich, dad Paul Alexander 
and baby Rachel in 1975.

By Jerry Fischer
In May I went to Israel for 2 full weeks. The trip 

had three goals: to do research for my film about 
Henny Simon, to visit Neot Kedumim, an institution 
I am affiliated with, and to scout hotels and locations 
for our next Mission. All goals were achieved in rather 
spectacular and meaningful ways.

Regarding my film: on the way from the airport 
to Jerusalem by chance we encountered a group of 
German journalism students from the Axel Springer 
Akademie at a restaurant in Abu Gosh. It was a 
fascinating encounter and yielded interviews that we 
will carry out in Berlin this fall. The Professor of the 
class, Rudolf Porsch, had carried out a class project 
5 years ago using SnapChat to discuss the Holocaust. 
When I went to Yad VaShem to do research, they knew 
all about that unusual project, and were excited by it.

Yad Vashem yielded four very excellent interviews 
and hours of reviewing archival recordings, some of 
which might make it into our film. I also visited Kibbutz 
Yagur, the Ghetto Fighters Museum, and interviewed 
descendants of graduates of the Landscape School 
in Ahlem, just outside of Hannover, and a theater 
director who had produced a one man play based on 
Primo Levi’s “If This is a Man” that was presented for 
educational purposes at Yad VaShem and throughout 
Israel. I also visited the Israel Museum where I was 
allowed to photograph vintage Chanukah Menorahs 
from Germany.

We can go again

Marcie Yoselevsky, Jerry Fischer, and Erica Weiner 
met up at Goocha in Tel Avi to catch up with each 
other. Marcie and Erica live in Israel; they grew up 
in New London where their families still reside.

At dinner in Tel Aviv with Marcie Yoselevsky and 
Erica Weiner we had a long discussion about the 
future of Holocaust education after all the survivors 
have passed. They both had had encounters with 
survivors in our community and had visited 

AGAIN CONT. ON PG 10

By Nadine Lipman
All are welcome to join Congregation Beth El of New 

London/Waterford for a fun-filled day of antique car 
rides, the music of a barbershop quartet, and delicious 
treats on Sunday, July 24 from 12-4:00 PM. Plan to 
bring your family & friends for this unique fundraiser, 
which will be held in Cherry Hill, Norwich (Address 
will be sent to all donors.)     

For easy sign up for the event, visit https://www.
bethel-nl.org/antique-car-show.html to RSVP and 
pay, or send a check to the Congregation Beth El office, 
P.O. Box 1310, New London, CT 06320 Please RSVP 
by July 18. For more information, contact the office at 
office©bethel-nl.org or (860) 442-0418. 

The day will start off with wine donated by 
Andrew Sawyer and Preston Ridge Vineyard (a part 
of the CT Wine Trail), with a pizza truck providing 
veggie pizza (vegan and gluten free will also be 
available!) along with gelato, cannoli, AND Nutella 
pizza for dessert, starting at noon and ending at 3:00. 
From 1:00 to 2:30, entertainment will be provided 
by Second Nature, an a cappella quartet based in 

Antique car show 
July 24, 12-4 pm

ANTIQUE CONT. ON PG 13

By Simone Lerner
As summer 

approached and the 
school year got closer 
and closer to ending, 
the 2021-2022 year 
of Yachad BBYO began 
to come to an end as 
well. This past month 
or so has been both a 
very sentimental and 
hopeful time for our 

chapter, with many goodbyes but also many visions 
of our future. 

On June 7, Yachad held its annual board elections. 
Yachad’s 2021-2022 board was all seniors, except 
Emmerson Kaye, who was a sophomore this year. 
Emmerson, the former Moreh (VP of Membership), 
was elected President for the 2022-23 season. We 
are all so excited to see the way she will lead the 
chapter next year. 

Remembering the 
past while looking 

to the future

FUTURE CONT. ON PG 15

https://www.bethel-nl.org/antique-car-show.html
https://www.bethel-nl.org/antique-car-show.html
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How can we have a synagogue 
with no building?
While Beth El continues to search for our new home, our friends at Temple Emanu-El 
have generously welcomed us to use their facility for in-person events as well as their 
kitchen. Zoom has also allowed us to conduct many programs and services while 
providing safe distancing in the comfort of our homes. “Tune in” or join us at one 
of Beth El’s many events – we welcome you! 

SERVICES
•  Daily Minyan, Shabbat & Holiday Services
 Some hybrid: in-person & Zoom
 Homemade challah & sweets on Shabbat

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS 
•  Educational Presentations
•  Talks by local speakers
•  Lunch & Learn with the Rabbi
SOCIAL EVENTS
•  Distanced Gatherings
•  Musical Events
•  Curbside Meal Offerings
•  Schmooze Before & After Zoom Events 
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME! 860.442.0418 • bethel-nl.org
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A Torah Moment -- Balak
By Rabbi Yosef Resnick

Hello dear readers,
I hope you are all doing well. As a newly 

certified Marriage, Relationship and Intimacy 
coach, I would like to derive some lessons 
from the weekly parsha to find some relevant 
points that can be applied to relationships. 
This Shabbat we read parshas Balak. Here is a 
summary (from Chabad.org)

“Balak son of Zippor saw all that Israel had 
done to the Amorites.”

“Balak, the king of Moab, summons the prophet Balaam to curse 
the people of Israel. On the way, Balaam is berated by his donkey, who 
sees, before Balaam does, the angel that G‑d sends to block their way. 
Three times, from three different vantage points, Balaam attempts to 
pronounce his curses; each time, blessings issue forth instead. Balaam 
also prophesies on the end of the days and the coming of Moshiach.

The people fall prey to the charms of the daughters of Moab, and 
are enticed to worship the idol Peor. When a high-ranking Israelite 
official publicly takes a Midianite princess into a tent, Pinchas kills 
them both, stopping the plague raging among the people.”
What can we learn from this that might apply to us? We see that when 

Bilaam tried to curse the Jewish people, blessings were said instead. 
Perhaps Bilaam said what he meant to say, but the words were heard 

and understood as blessings? There is a chassidic tale to this effect:
“The Alter Rebbe himself was the regular Torah-reader. Once 

he was away from Lyozna on the Shabbat of parsha Tavo, and the 
Mitteler Rebbe, then not yet Bar Mitzva, heard the Torah-reading 
from another. His anguish at the curses in the tochacha (section of 
admonition) caused him so much heartache, that on Yom Kippur the 
Alter Rebbe doubted whether his son would be able to fast.

When they asked the Mitteler Rebbe - “Don’t you hear this parsha 
every year?” - he replied, “When Father reads, one hears no curses.”
haYom Yom, 17th Elul
Communication in relationships is often the most difficult thing 

to manage, as most of us know from experience. My own theory is 
that good, positive communication is a tikkun for the Tower of Bavel, 
when world languages were mixed-up and confused. We often, like 
Bilaam, mean to say one thing and say another, or at least feel we have 
been misunderstood. There is a principle in NLP, Neuro-Linguistic 
Programming, that “the meaning of the communication is the response 
you get.”  Of course, Bilaam may have been a special case. How involved 
is HaShem in the words we choose? Perhaps more than we think. 

In any case, we can always try 
harder to communicate effectively, 
lovingly, and peacefully. I wish 
us all luck and blessings in our 
attempts to communicate with 
each other in the best possible 
ways, and to be understood as we 
intended.

Shabbat Shalom!  
Yosef Resnick

Rabbi Yosef Resnick, M.Ed.
Certified Marriage, 
Relationship, and Intimacy 
coach
Brothers of Joseph Synagogue
Historic Norwich, Connecticut, 
the “Rose of New England”
Cell: 781.201.0377
Google virtual office phone: 
339.364.3044
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By Nadine Lipman
Congregation Beth 

El of New London/
Waterford will be 
holding a fundraiser 
with several antique 
cars on July 24,, 
2022, thanks to 
the hospitality and 
generosity of Rosa and 
Michael Goldblatt, of 
Norwich, CT; the cars 
that will be featured 
(and used to provide 
attendees with rides!) 
are from Michael’s 
private collection.

Michael is a fascinating person. According to his biography, Michael 
received his undergraduate degree from Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute and a graduate degree in professional accountancy from the 
University of Hartford. Michael’s father founded the firm in 1926 and 
Michael joined in 1971. Michael has provided a wide range of services to 
clients over the years such as accounting, income tax, financial planning, 
and business valuation services. He is the firm’s past Managing Partner 
and currently serves as an officer of Thames Financial Management, a 
registered investment advisor. In addition to being a Certified Public 
Accountant, Michael is also a Certified Valuation Analyst.

Michael is a lifelong resident of Norwich and an integral part of 
the community. He was instrumental in the creation and construction 
of the Norwich Municipal Ice Rink, including serving as Chairman 
of the Norwich Ice Rink Authority. He served six years on the Board 
of Directors for the Norwich Area Chamber of Commerce including 
chairman of the board. Michael has also served as a board member of 
the Norwich Community Development Corporation, including several 
years as it’s Treasurer. Michael has provided several media appearances 
on behalf of the Connecticut Society of Certified Public Accountants and 
is past Chairman of the Commission of a Practice Committee for the 
Connecticut Society of CPAs. Michael is married to Rosa and has three 
grown children. Aside from his love of antique cars, Michael enjoys 
traveling with his family....and SURFING!!!

Some “fun facts” about Michael and his love of cars:
Michael’s first word was “car.”
Michael’s first sentence was “Where is my yellow traxi (taxi).”
Michael’s first car was a 1954 Ford two-door with a 1956 Thunderbird 

engine. Very powerful hotrod that he bought at 18 for $200.
Dream Car: 1955 Jaguar Roadster. Michael is working on buying his 

dream car and may have it by the time of the fundraiser.
Michael’s current favorite car is tough to pick –but he finally settled 

on his 1956 Cadillac Sports Roadster, previously owned by Sergio 
Franchi. Michael is a big fan of Cadis.

The 1955 Thunderbird was purchased new by the great grandson of 

Who is Michael Goldblatt?

Abraham Lincoln, Lincoln Isham 
(died in 1971), and it has 44,000 
on the odometer.

“The one that got away” 
was a 1954 Aston Martin that 
Michael could have purchased 
for $3,000. Michael was working 
as a mechanic, after burning out 
as a social worker, and just didn’t 
have the money to purchase the 
car. The Aston Martin was sitting 
in a field of weeds, but given that 
it had an aluminum body, it wasn’t 
rusting. Michael LOVED this car – 
had he bought and restored it, it 
would be worth $1M

The first car that Michael drove 
was a 1962 Ford Galaxy, two-door 
(his dad’s car).

Would Michael ever purchase 
an electric car? Probably not. He is 
concerned with the sustainability 
of using precious metals to 
produce electric cars. He has 
never driven one but notes that 
he loves the sound of the internal 
combustion engine. He bemoaned 
the fact that today’s youths no 
longer have the interest in cars 
that Michael’s generation had – 
they enjoy video gaming. At that 
age, Michael was “wrenching” 
(working on cars) not playing 
games.

Michael’s sister, Ellen DeLeon, 
confirms that she would arrive at 
their home on Old Salem Road in 
Norwich to find Michael working 
on an engine that he had hoisted 
onto the branch of a tree.

Included among Michael’s 
vintage car collection are those 
manufactured by: LaSalle, Hudson 
Hornet, Austin Healy, Pontiac, 
Nash Metropolitan, Studebaker, 
Tucker, Cord, Duesenberg, Crosly, 
Saab, and Henry J. (Kaiser-Frazer 
Corporation--named after its 
chairman, Henry J. Kaiser.)

Michael and Rosa Goldblatt with one of Michael’s award winning classic cars.

On Saturday, July 16, at 4 pm the Crafting Democratic Futures 
project of Connecticut College will present a dramatization of an 
intergenerational workshop that was held July 5-15. The presentation is 
free and open to the public.

In addition to the theater presentation the  story boards from 
the Jewish Federation’s Lyman Allyn exhibit Stories of Resilience 
presentation featuring Lonnie Braxton, Rev. Florence Clark, Donetta 
Hodge, emancipated slave Ichabod Pease, and CG Commander Merle 
Smith (dec) will be on display.  

Both the theater production, developed by the theater company, 
Houses on the Moon, and the exhibit will take place in the Cro’s Nest of 
the Crozier Williams College Center at Connecticut College.

Crafting Democratic Futures is a Mellon Foundation funded project 
overseen by the University of Michigan, with the participation of 7 
small liberal ats colleges. The Conn College program involves discovery 
of redlining practices in New London and intergenerational dialogue 
between the elders of the African American community in New London 
and African American students from New London High School. Several 
of the elders were recruited from the Jewish Federation’s Encountering 
Differences program, including Lonnie Braxton, Rev. Florence Clark, 
and Donetta Hodge. In addition, Sara Chaney, Jesse Hyslop, and the 
Reverends Herman and Joyce Pollard are participating.

Jerry Fischer, representing the Jewish Federation, serves as a 
community research associate to the project along with Antonio Vargas 
of the Church of the City and Nicole Brodus of the New London Board 
of Education. Serving as Principal Investigators for the project are Prof. 
Jefferson Singer and Prof. Nakia Hamlett of the Psychology department. 
Clayton Potter served as a consultant. 

The performance will be held at
Connecticut College in "Cro's
Nest" in the College Center at

Crozier Williams.
270 Mohegan Ave Pkwy
New London, CT 06320

Intergenerational New London residents are participating in a 2-week workshop in
partnership with New York-based theater company, Houses on the Moon, whose

mission is to “dispel ignorance and isolation through the theatrical amplification of
unheard voices.” Participants will work with three performance and theater

facilitators: Jon Wenc, local New London theater teacher; Miles Grose, improv
artist/writer; and Stephanie George, poet. There will be a culminating multimedia
performance on July 16th that speaks to themes of racial justice – both past and

present – in New London. The performance is free and open to all. This project has
been funded by a grant from Mellon Foundation.

SATURDAY,
JULY 16, 2022

4:00 PM

Voices Across Generations:
Race and New London
A Multimedia
Performance

For more information, please contact
Clare Peyton, Research Assistant, at

cpeyton@conncoll.edu

Crafting democratic futures 
and stories of resilience

ROUTINE, FUNCTIONAL & 
HOLISTIC VISION CARE 

Also specializing in: 
Contact Lenses, Learning Challenges, ADD, ADHD, Autism 

Located at Pearle Vision | Waterford Commons, Waterford, CT 

www.BrianMannVision.com

DR. BRIAN MANN & ASSOCIATES
Optometrists
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By Carol Goodman Kaufman
A few years ago, Joel and I accompanied a group of teens from 

Hadassah’s youth villages on their mission to Poland. The trip, like our 
March of the Living, was the culmination of a year’s study about pre-war 
Poland and the Holocaust. Like the population in our villages, the kids 
represented virtually every country in which Jews have lived. Students 
hailed from Ethiopia, Morocco, Russia, and Estonia, just to name a few.

The weather was beyond cold, at one point dipping — or should I say 
plunging — to 18 degrees below zero. I noticed that Katya, one of the 
girls in our group, was standing with coat unbuttoned and open to the 
wind. She wore neither hat nor gloves.

“Katya!” I cried. “You’ll catch your death of cold. Button up!”
Katya’s smile hovered somewhere between amusement and 

tolerance. “Carol,” she said, voice heavy with her Russian accent, “I am 
from Siberia. I am hot.”

And the kids from the Mediterranean and Middle East? Bundled up 
top to bottom.

But regardless of where these kids came from originally, they all 
liked their food fiery. As we Jews lived in cold climates, hot and spicy 
condiments warmed us. In hot ones, they’ve opened our pores and 
allowed perspiration to cool us.

So, let’s take a look at a few of the piquant and potent elements of our 
cuisine. I’ll start with two Ashkenazi Old Country choices: horseradish 
and mustard. Known as chrain in Yiddish, horseradish is one of the stars 
of the Passover seder in its role as maror, but in ground form it is an 
absolute necessity for deli-loving fressers. Often made with beets to 
render its distinctive crimson hue, it also comes in unadulterated white. 
I personally prefer the latter because it camouflages itself on a piece of 
gefilte fish. I like the surprise I get when biting into my fish. There’s no 
shock with the red stuff.

If you’ve ever tried to grow it in your garden, you’ll know that 
horseradish root is a hearty plant. And as here, it grew prolifically in 
Eastern Europe, where every part of it was put to good use. Our ancestors 
ground the root to make a cheap and easy relish, and they added the 
leaves to brining liquid to keep pickled cucumbers crunchy.

Many families have treasured tales of horseradish gone awry. 
Joel’s tells the story of his grandfather Jack deciding to make his own. 
Unfortunately, after loading the horseradish root and the beet into his 
blender, he neglected to secure its cover. When he hit the “on” button, it 
blew its top, sending scarlet horseradish all over the walls and ceiling of 
his kitchen. He then called his daughters to come to the house to clean 
it up.

As for mustard, our people have a long history with the tangy spread. 
Believe it or not, it’s mentioned more than 200 times in the Talmud (but 
not in the Torah). Rabbinic discussion centers around planting, cleaning, 
and sieving. Even recipes appear, including one about mixing honey with 
mustard that I’m sure must have inspired the Snyder’s pretzel people. 
In later years, Kabbalist Moshe Cordovero and the philosopher known 
as the Ramban both compared the universe to the size of a mustard 
seed. And biblical commentator Rashi believed that Abraham served 
tongue with mustard to the three angels who visit him and Sarah before 
announcing the impending birth of Isaac. 

How Rashi came to that conclusion is a prime example of rabbinic 
thinking. When Abraham saw the men approaching, the Torah reports 
that he sent Sarah to bake bread while he went out to find a calf because 
he wanted to serve tongue with mustard sauce, considered a delicacy fit 
for a king. And given the Middle Eastern mandate for hospitality, it was 
also fit for strangers coming to one’s tent. Calves are young and tender 
and, therefore, the best. And their tongues can be prepared quickly. 

But Rashi claims that Abraham brought back three calves. How did 
the scholar come to that conclusion? He interprets the one cow in the 
Torah narrative as three because that many different words for the 
animal appear there. 

Mustard arrived in Israel and to the rabbis there in part due to the 
Romans, because Rome occupied Israel for over half a century. And 
Romans liked their mustard. Although mustard seed had been in use 
since the time of the Egyptians, they were the first to popularize making 

Some like it hot a spread by grinding the seeds and 
mixing them with wine or vinegar.

Mustard is so much a part 
of our culture that Worcester 
native Barry Levenson founded 
the National Mustard Museum. 
Located in Wisconsin, the place 
displays over 6,000 varieties of 
the stuff, and even sponsors the 
World-Wide Mustard Competition. 
In one episode of pursuing his 
passion (obsession?), Levenson 
surveyed Jewish delis in New York, 
arguably the home of Jewish deli, 
and found that no two could agree 
on the variety of the condiment 
they preferred. Some insist that 
horseradish must be in the mix, 
while others insist on garlic. 

As much as I love mustard 
it, like horseradish, can be 
quite potent. While visiting our 
daughter and her family recently, 
I took a large spoonful of Dijon 
mustard, normally a fairly tame 
condiment, to spread onto a 
sandwich. My sinuses will never 
be the same. 

Then there are the Sephardi 
and Mizrachi hot sauces that can 
hold their own, and then some, 
when pitted against the Ashenazi 
ones. Harif, the Hebrew word for 
sharp, is a general term and can 
include two main forms of hot 
sauce used by our extended family, 
such as harissa and schug.

As with horseradish, I think 
every family has its own harif 
story. Mine takes place in 1990, 
when we traveled with another 
family to Israel. On one of our 
first days of touring, we stopped 
in Beit She’an to have lunch. Joel 
and friend Howie took charge 
of ordering while the mothers 
watched our collective eight 
children. 

Over the years, pining away for 
my youthful experience living in 
Israel, I had probably mentioned 
harif a couple of dozen times. 
Unfortunately, no form of the 
relish was available for purchase 
here in the States, or at least 
where I was living. So, whenever I 
served falafel, we had to make do 
with salsa. 

Thinking I’d be delighted, 
Joel decided to dress my falafel 
sandwich with the harif offered 
at this little kiosk. And he really 
poured the stuff on. As a result, 
when I took the first bite of my 
stuffed pita, flames shot out of my 
ears. Joel went into the doghouse, 
to which he returns whenever I 
think of harif.

There’s a reason that kiosk 
had a photo of the Rebbe hanging 

on the wall. Anybody partaking of that much harif would need divine 
intervention.

If I recall correctly, the harif at this place in Beit She’an was harissa. A 
very potent form of it. This particular hot sauce comes from our extended 
family in North Africa. Sometimes sweet and other times smoky, it is a 
flavorful chili paste made from peppers, garlic, coriander seeds, paprika, 
cumin, caraway seeds, olive oil, and lemon. Rather than blow your socks 
off immediately, some harissa will provide be a slow build-up of heat. 
The stuff in Beit She’an wasn’t that kind.

From our Yemeni cousins comes schug, a green (sometimes red or 
brown) chili paste whose base is made from chilis, vinegar and oil.  The 
brown variety has green pepper and tomatoes. Not only good to spread 
onto falafel or sabich, schug goes well with anything from grilled meats 
to roasted veggies to eggs. Adding a dollop of sour cream or yogurt can 
help to tame the heat. 

Schug
As with any recipe, 

there are dozens, 
if not hundreds, of 
variations of this 
Yemenite hot sauce. 
This one is adapted 
from that of award-
winning chef and 
restaurateur, Michael 
Solomonov, whose 
book Zahav I reviewed 
in this column a while 
back. Solomonov has expanded the ingredients list significantly, and he 
includes fresh cilantro. Alas, I cannot tolerate the taste of that herb, so 
I’ve removed it. If you love the stuff, by all means add one cup of it.

Ingredients:
1 cup parsley
1 cup cilantro
2 tablespoons lemon juice
1 tablespoon ground coriander
1 tablespoon ground cardamom
1 tablespoon kosher salt
20 serrano or jalapeño chiles, stems removed*
4 garlic cloves
1 cup vegetable oil

Directions:
In the base of a food processor, comWbine all of the ingredients, except 
the oil. 
Pulse until a coarse paste forms.
Transfer the mixture to a large bowl and stir in the oil.
Use immediately or store the schug in an airtight container in the 
refrigerator for up to 1 month.

* If you don’t want your relish too high on the Scoville scale, make sure to 
remove the seeds from the chili peppers and/or use fewer of them.

136 Sachem Street
Norwich CT 06360

860-889-2374
Fax 860-886-2396

Memorial



 THE JEWISH LEADER, JULY 15, 2022 5

    By  

Artie
  Dean

Baseball Déjà vu
A child’s first trip to a major league baseball game can be a memorable 

affair, especially when sandwiched in the stands between father and 
grandfather. As the grandfather in this case, my excitement was palpable 
as we rode the Washington DC subway to the Nationals stadium. I 
watched how tenderly my son, Adam, guided his daughter, Naomi, to a 
seat on the subway. How would my 6-year-old granddaughter react to 
the crush of the crowd, the site of thousands of grown men dressed in 
uniforms (in this case fans of the Washington Nationals) making their 
way towards their seats? Would her heart leap at the chance to learn 
the fine points of baseball? Wonder at the field a shade of green only her 
crayon box might imitate? Would she thrill at Papa’s stories of playoffs, 
and World Series attended with her father, my son, Adam, when he was 
a child not much older than her?  Fortunately, this was Josh Bell, bobble-
head statue night, (one of the National’s stars). Naomi would come away 
with some baseball memorabilia regardless of the quality of the game. 

“Watch your step,” my son was saying as we maneuvered to find 
our seats down a long aisle with steep concrete steps. I smiled. Such 
concern, such patience, I was thinking, while little Naomi practically 
vaulted down the aisle. But then I saw Adam was looking at me. ME!, 
his dad who had likely carried him thirty years earlier down stairs very 
much like these, balancing fries and sodas in my other hand. ME! who 
had spent countless hours pitching to all my children in our yard, back 
in the day. ME!, who had taken the children to Yankee Stadium for night 
games to return to New London at 2 in the morning and work the next 
day. How can he think I need help? 

But then I glanced down the stairs, filled with fans jostling each other 
like bumper cars. “No problem,” I said with a faint smile, and took hold 
of the railing, thankful for the orthopedic surgeon who had replaced my 
knees only two years ago. The times, they have been a changing.

There we were in our seats only fifteen rows from the field. I smiled, 
amazed at the view of the home plate. “Adam, let me pay for the seats,” 
I said, reaching for my wallet, remembering the king’s ransom scalpers 
charge at Yankee stadium.

“No, I got this,” Adam said, with a shrug. “Besides, you’re my guest.”
Such an unusual concept…you’re my guest. A strange feeling came 

over me, and a realization that in his own way my son was enjoying this 
moment with his daughter, just as I had some thirty years ago when I 
first took him to Yankee Stadium to see his first game. I watched my ever 
patient son as he watched his daughter, eager to pass the generational 
baton to little Naomi. 

They sang the national anthem. We stood with thousands. Adam 
hoisted his daughter so she could see. I wiped my eyes, which had 
inexplicably gone blurry, and I cleared my throat a few times. 

“Do you know the rules of baseball?” I asked Naomi when the first 
National’s batter strode to the plate.

She looked into my eyes. “No, I don’t.”
“Well, then, let me tell you the rules,” I said, hoping Adam wouldn’t 

mind me giving his daughter the benefit of my lifetime of sporting 
knowledge.

“So you see,” I said, pointing to each base in turn. If the batter hits the 
ball and he reaches first base, that’s a single. Second base out there’s a 
double. Third over there’s a triple. And if the batter hits the ball all the 
way out, out, out, over the wall, that is a home run, and it’s really, really, 
good.

She nodded, polite as always, but I could see her eyes becoming 
unfocused, which was unfortunate, because almost at the moment I 
closed my narration, the batter took a mighty swing, as if on cue. The 
crack of the bat resounded through the stadium. The ball arched over the 

field as if shot from a canon. “Oh, 
my god! Naomi!” I was yelling as 
the crowd surged forward, thirty 
thousand sets of eyes following 
the flight of the ball. We hoisted 
Naomi to her feet. “Look, look,” I 
was saying with reverence, as the 
left fielder turned his back to us, 
his hands on his hips.

“A homerun, oh my God, Naomi, 
your first game and the first batter 
hits a homerun! Do you know how 
rare that is?” She nodded, again 
with the polite smile on her face, 
and I decided not to ask if she 
actually saw it happen. “Wasn’t 
that amazing,” my son was saying, 
laughing, his arm draped around 
his daughter’s shoulder. “You saw 
a home run!”

Naomi nodded, again a polite 
smile. “Can I have something to 
eat?” She said when we sat down.

Adam and I exchanged 
knowing glances. I’d witnessed 
this scenario at other times with 
other grandchildren. “I’ll get food,” 
I said, you sit with Naomi,” I said 
to my son despite his protests. I 
turned to hike up the aisle to the 
concessions. Feed them and all will 
be well.

For those who have stood in 
line for food at a sporting event, 
you know that the experience is 
a corollary to Einstein’s law of 
relativity. The more important the 
event and the faster you want to 
return, the slower the line moves, 
while time seems to stand still. 
Heisenberg’s law of uncertainty 
also applies: The more you 
change lines in order to approach 
the counter more quickly, the 
poorer your results. My sojourn 
seemed to take a lifetime, but 
finally I returned, hotdogs with 
french-fries, in hand, no mustard, 
just ketchup on the hotdog. (Oh 
the culinary abominations you 
overlook for the sake of pleasing 

your granddaughter.) I would have ordered a beer for my son, but I 
didn’t think I had enough in my checking account.

Naomi’s eyes widened as I handed her meal. The game continued. 
There was plenty of hitting, and sparkling fielding plays. Naomi 
enjoyed her hot dog, glancing up with appreciation, every now and 
again, perhaps puzzled by the commotion on the field.

“This is so great,” I mused to my son.
“Can we go home, now?” I heard Naomi say to her father somewhere 

around the third inning. He grimaced and I thought I saw his smile 
waver. “No, Naomi, not yet, we’re going to stay longer with Papa. “This 
is boring,” I thought I heard her mutter under her breath, but I might 
have been mistaken. She’s a great girl, but at that age, there’ no filter.

Somewhere around the sixth inning I suggested we go visit the 
Fun Zone, a children’s play area with swings and slides, just off the 
center field bleachers. What could we miss, that would be so crucial 
to the game in twenty minutes?” I wondered as we navigated through 
the crowd. As we walked along the cement concourse we could hear 
the crowd roaring. “That ball is out of here,” I heard wafting from the 

monitors positioned nearby. “Another home run.” 
The crowd erupted. I smiled weakly, and squeezed Naomi’s hand. 
“Let’s hurry,” I said to my son and we picked up our pace.
Two minutes later: “That ball is gone, way gone, back to back homers,” 

the TV announcer was saying. I glanced at my son, but said nothing. A 
minute later more cheers from the direction of the field: “And that ball 
is out of here. Three consecutive home runs. Now there’s something you 
don’t see every day.”

I caught my son’s eye. I guess not.
But then we arrived at the so-called Fun Zone, and Naomi’s eyes 

flashed. Unfortunately, a line snaked for thirty yards to get in. “Waiting 
here isn’t worth it,” my son said, so back to the stands we went. The 
Nationals were well ahead, and in that post-euphoric lull after a big 5th 
inning, lots of people were leaving. “Well I guess we can go home now, 
my son said. 

“Sure, why not,” I said. Naomi certainly didn’t protest as we navigated 
back to the subway for our return trip. I watched the stations flying by, 
noted Naomi’s rising interest. I smiled. A subway ride’s a big deal when 
you’re six, an adventure more memorable perhaps than the baseball 
game itself.

As we arrived at my son’s home we were greeted warmly by Elana, 
Naomi’s Mom. 

“Tell me everything,” she said. And as Naomi recounted the day I 
marveled at her excitement, and hoped that one day, in the distant future, 
a grown Naomi might take her son or daughter to their first baseball 
game and say with a slight crack in her voice. “You know, the first time 
my Dad took me to a baseball game, Papa was there too.”

Congregations Ahavath Achim (Colchester) Beth El (New London 
} Beth Jacob( Norwich) and Bnai Israel (Willimantic) will be joining 
together for an evening commemoration of the 9th of Av, Tisha B’av on 
Saturday night, August 6.

The evening will begin with a very short Ma’ariv service at 8:45 P.M. 
We expect the highlight of the evening-the mournful reading of the Eicha 
Megillah will begin about 9 P.M. In addition to a Hebrew and English 
reading of the Eicah Megillah, we will also be sharing some modern 
poetry and other pieces, and with a view towards ending the evening 
by about 10 pm.

The evening will be presented on the Zoom platform. Rabbis of 
the individual synagogues will be distributing the ZOOM links to 
their respective memberships.

If you are not a member of one of the sponsoring synagogues but would 
like to attend, please contact Rabbi Ken Alter from Congregation Ahavath 
Achim ken.alter@gmail.com or at his cell number 860-705-3163 and 
he will provide  you with a link.

Community Tisha B’av 
program

mailto:ken.alter@gmail.com
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Realtor Corner
The Contract

REALTOR CONT. ON PG 13

By Geoff Hausmann
The contract is the most important 

document in the real estate purchase and 
many people do not understand it. Contracts 
vary from county to county in Connecticut 
which makes them even harder to understand.

In the Fairfield area, they do not even use contracts in the beginning. 
The agents will use a binder or a letter of intent and complete the first 
round of negotiating. Upon acceptance, the attorneys get involved and 
then will write up the contract. Often, attorneys will want to include 
their two cents and the deal may be re-negotiated.

In the Hartford area, they use a contract that states the beginning 
stipulations which I find very confusing. Then there is an addendum for 
a home inspection and a different one for the septic inspection. I have 
actually had many conversations with agents in that area and they have 
admitted that they do not completely understand it.

Luckily for me, I work mostly in New London County where the 
local real estate board has given us a four-page contract that covers the 
majority of contingencies. Real estate agents are not attorneys, so they 
give us a document where all we do is fill in the blanks. 

The contract starts out with identifying the buyer, the seller, the 
address of the property, and the volume and page of where it can be 
found in the town records of that town.

Paragraph 1 goes right into the financials. How much are you 
offering for the property, the earnest money deposit and if there is 
a second deposit, the amount that will be financed via a mortgage, if 
the seller will be holding any paper (private mortgage) and how much 
money the buyer will be required to bring at closing.

Paragraph 2 continues with the money. Are you paying cash, are the 
funds coming from a different real estate transaction, and section ‘C’ 
refers to the mortgage. In this section, the type of mortgage, the interest 
rates, the term is selected. Some agents will just put prevailing or market 
in the area for the interest rates which is not good for the buyer. I always 
put the current interest rate as one never knows when the interest rates 
will change. In December, the interest rate was 2.5% and today it is 
5% which effects an amount that a person qualifies for and what their 
monthly payment will be. The buyer needs a way out if the interest rates 
drastically change.

Paragraph 3 is for the appraisal. The bank wants to verify that the 
property is worth the mortgage amount. I am often asked what happens 
if it does not appraise and it can be negotiated between the buyer and 
seller. The bank will not finance anything over the appraisal amount. 

The next few paragraphs are straight forward. Paragraph 4 is if the 
seller will be paying any of the buyer’s closing costs. Paragraph 5 is for 
the closing date. Paragraph 6 deals with adjustments for the property 
taxes, condominium fees, and fuel that remains. The closing attorney 
will make the adjustments to reflect the closing date.

Paragraph 7 is the most important section of the contract. It states 
which real estate companies will get paid. Paragraph 8 identifies the real 
estate agents and their contact information.

When the local municipality installs water, sewer, or gas in the road, 
the homeowner is responsible for the road frontage area. Many towns 
allow this to be paid over a 15-year period. Paragraph 9 states who is 
responsible for the balances.

The next section is used for what comes with the property. Anything 
that is screwed into the walls is expected to remain. Anything mentioned 
in this paragraph must be in working order at the time of closing. 

Paragraphs 13 and 14 refer to inspections. In this area, which 
inspections to be completed, the time that they must be completed and 
who pays for them. Paragraph 14 states that re-negotiation can occur for 
the remedies. If both sides cannot come to an agreement, the contract 
can be terminated.

Paragraph 15 is for the final inspection. The buyer has the right to 
view the property the day of the closing or a period of time close to that 

Our schools, synagogues and arts and entertainment venues 
benefit every year from donors who created legacy gifts: gifts 
of permanence (endowments) that support annual campaigns, 
operations, and community programs. Contributions from 
endowments are a critical source of ongoing annual funding that 
help to make possible much of the vibrant experiences from which 
we benefit today.

A legacy gift is a fundamental act of faith – when we leave these 
gifts, we do not know what is going to happen in the future, but we 
are driven by a belief in the future of the Jewish people.

How it works
There are many giving options for donors to deepen their 

connection to Jewish life and community. Federations across the 
Jewish ecosystem work with donors to find the best vehicles that 
meets their goals and needs.

Your philanthropic advisors
When considering gift planning strategies, you should always 

Legacy Giving – Why now?
consult with your own legal and 
tax advisors.

Contact Rachel Levy, JFEC 
Executive Director at rachel@jfec.
com or 860-442-8062 to discuss 
how you can create a legacy gift at 
Jewish Federation.

She would be happy to work 
with you and your professional 
advisors to design a gift plan 
that will serve your needs and 
interests, as well as those of the 
Jewish community.

Helen Elperina is the Chair 
of the Endowment Committee 
of JFEC is also available to speak 
about opportunities in the Jewish 
community to leave a lasting gift. 
She can be reached at helperina@
gmail.com or 860- 575-2664.

mailto:rachel@jfec.com
mailto:rachel@jfec.com
mailto:helperina@gmail.com
mailto:helperina@gmail.com
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Hadassah News
President’s Message

by Karen Bloustine

Hadassah Magazine – world class

ROE CONT. ON PG 12

It’s time again to call your attention to Hadassah Magazine. 
Here is an image of the summer edition. It is a world-class, award-
winning magazine that displays the breadth and richness of the Jewish 
experience. I learn something new and intriguing from every issue. In 
the May/June edition, one article really sparked my interest: “Talking 
Talmud on Tik Tok”.

Because Tik Tok has been subject to a lot of criticism, I wondered 
how Hadassah Magazine could include a feature article about it. TikTok 
is a short-form, video-sharing app where you can create and share 
15-second videos, on any topic. But the interview with Miriam Anzovin 
was fascinating. She is highlighting the process of Daf Yom, the daily 
study of a page of the Talmud. She is a young woman who has evolved to 
a Jew who studies Talmud but is no longer observant. When asked “How 
has learning and discussing Daf Yom shaped your evolving identity now 
that you’re no longer observant?”, her answer was important. She said:” 
I don’t believe in God. But Jewishness is an intrinsic part of me, so it’s 
been a relief to be able to engage in some way”. In forging her journey, 
she has involved hundreds of Jews from around the world through Tik 
Tok. I think Hadassah Magazine featured her story as an example of 
how Judaism can be inspiring to a new generation. I know that you too 
will find something new and interesting in every issue of the magazine. 
Check it out!

By Sheila Horvitz
Just a few weeks ago when the Supreme Court draft on the Roe vs. 

Wade decision was leaked, I said: “Stay Tuned” to see if the decision 
would be the same when 
finally handed down officially 
at the end of June. Now that 
the Court has overturned 
Roe vs. Wade and the legal 
concepts that underlie its 
decision, it is still hard to 
fully comprehend how much 
women’s rights have taken 
a giant leap backwards. For 
50 years, abortion was an 
option made available to 
women in all of the 50 states. 
Today, access to abortion 
and reproductive services 
depends on where you live. 
For the first time in America, 
a long-standing right has 
been taken away.

Hadassah has always supported women’s reproductive freedom and 
celebrated women’s advances in leadership in all fields of endeavor, 
breaking many glass ceilings. 

But now - women will not be able everywhere to choose what 
happens to their own bodies and futures - and when they don’t have 
that freedom, studies show that access to abortion is directly linked to 
economic security for women and their families. The loss of this once-
constitutional right is more severe for women of color. With the loss 
of this national, constitutional right, many states are passing laws that 
criminalize abortion activity and cripple the ability of women to get 
necessary health services.

We remember the prescient words of Ruth Bader Ginsburg z”l in 
her 1993 Senate confirmation hearings:

“The decision whether or not to bear a child is central to a 
woman’s life, to her well-being and dignity. …When government 
controls that decision for her, she is being treated as less than a 
fully adult human responsible for her own choices.”

So now - we need to act, educate ourselves and support women 
who need reproductive health services, and vote for the political 
leaders who share your values. Don’t think that just because you may 
now live in a “Blue State” that has abortion rights in law that you are 

Hadassah and you - After Roe
safe. A potential “Red Wave” in 
November can wipe that all away.

Hasdassah’s statement on 
overturning ROE

In response to this decision 
of Dobbs vs. Jackson Women’s 
Health overturning the precedent 
of Roe v. Wade, Hadassah National 
President Rhoda Smolow and CEO 
Naomi Adler made the following 
statement:

“The Supreme Court’s decision is 
an attack on American women and 
their rights to health care, privacy, 
and autonomy. Without federal 
protection for their rights, women 
across the country could now be 
barred from making their own 
health decisions under a patchwork 
of inconsistent state laws. 
Hadassah, The Women’s Zionist 
Organization of America, reaffirms 

By Sheila Horvitz
They brought their two-year old son to the July 4th Parade in the 

lovely Chicago suburb of Highland Park. Moments after the crowd was 
terrorized by a blaze of bullets, the toddler was found wandering on his 
own, his parents lying dead from the gunman’s fire from an assault rifle. 
If this is not an outcry for a ban on assault weapons, I don’t know what 
is!

We don’t know yet whether this latest mass shooting might have been 
motivated by bigotry or antisemitism. We just know that it is an ongoing 
- now almost inevitable gun tragedy from young men’s easy access to 
firearms. Rep. Brad Schneider who is a Jewish Democratic Congressman 
who represents Highland Park said he is “holding on to the anger” and 
shock he feels over the incident and will use it to push for gun control 
in Congress. He said assault rifles are weapons of war that don’t belong 
on our streets.

The legislation which Congress just passed does not go far enough. 
An assault weapons ban was passed in the 1990s but was sunsetted ten 
years later - and never reinstated. 

Hadassah has long been a strong supporter of strict legislative gun 

Hadassah on guns – again!
control initiatives and believes 
that current laws do not go 
far enough, nor are enforced 
rigorously enough, to help prevent 
gun violence. Here is Hadassah’s 
policy statement:

“Hadassah reaffirms and 
expands the scope of the original 
1981 gun control policy statement, 
which urged additional federal and 
state legislation to provide stronger 
gun control laws. Hadassah urges 
Congress and state legislatures to 
immediately enact stronger gun 
control legislation, including a ban 
on assault weapons, and ensuring 
more consistent enforcement of 
current laws, that will protect our 

communities and our nation. Specific legislative changes that Hadassah 
supports include raising the minimum age for purchase of a firearm from 
18 to 21, requiring a mandatory waiting period for purchase, implementing 
universal background checks, and mandatory seizure of household guns 
when an emergency restraining order is issued for domestic violence.”
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Congregation Beth El of New London/Waterford hosted 
the music event of the year, the annual 13th Harold Juli 
Memorial Cantor’s Concert, “Musical Journey from Shtetl to 
Broadway” on Sunday, June 12. Cantor Stephanie Kupfer of 
Congregation Beth Israel in West Hartford, Natalia 
Ulyanovsky, pianist, Monika Krajewska, mezzo-soprano, 
and Walter Mamlok, clarinetist, performed to a live 
audience (the concert was also live-streamed for the first 
time!) The music was beautiful and the voices absolutely 
incredible. The music of the Yiddish theater included 
songs such as Oy Mame Bin Ikh Farlibt (Oy Mame, I’m in 
Love with the Fiddle Player) and Abi Gezunt (As Long as 
You’re Healthy); the Best of Broadway included favorites 
such as The Sound of Music, I Could Have Danced All 
Night, and Summertime (Porgy and Bess). After several 
requests for an encore, the musicians and singers all 

Harold Juli Cantor’s Concert well received

Performers taking a well deserved bow at the conclusion of the concert.

Audience is up and dancing to spirited rendition of Hava Nagila during encore.

teamed up for a rousing rendition of Hava 
Nagila, with the audience dancing through 
the aisles. Following the entertainment, 
attendees enjoyed a light dinner buffet 
prepared by Harriet Juli. The performance 
was recorded and has been added to the 
Congregation Beth El of New London 
YouTube channel -- https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=LJWmEb5eipQ

Congregation Beth El is a diverse, 
egalitarian community that celebrates 
our faith, heritage and culture within 
the framework of Conservative Judaism. 
For more information, contact the 
Congregation Beth El Office (27 Shaw St, 
New London, CT 06320) or call (860)442-
0418.

Memorial 
Day Flag 

Placement
Nancy Brand (pictured), Lenny 
Cohen, Sandy Davidson,Deborah 
Schwell, Gerald Rubin, and Ron 
Leeser placed flags at the graves 
of Jewish war veterans at Jewish 
cemeteries in Groton, Waterford, 
and Norwich. This is a program of 
the Jewish Federation of Eastern 
CT. The purhase of American 
flags and grave markers is made 
possible each year from the JFEC’s 
Harold & Zelda Weiner Family 
Philanthropic Endowment.

Owen Shapiro becomes a  
Bar Mitzvah in Jerusalem

Owen Shapiro of Old Lyme celebrated becoming a bar mitzvah on 
June 19, 2022 at Robinson’s Arch at the Western Wall in Jerusalem. This 
photo shows Owen wearing the tallit that his grandfather, Jim Kronick 
of Old Lyme, received for his own bar mitzvah.  Owen’s family includes 
parents Jenn Kronick and Jason Shapiro of Old Lyme and older brother 
Ryan. Grandparents Patti and Jim Kronick of Old Lyme and Judy and 
Jerry Shapiro of Highland Park, IL all participated via Zoom. Rabbi Avi 
Poupko, a rabbi and tour guide in Israel, is also present in the photo 
and led the family on a tour and discussion of several historical sites in 
Jerusalem for most of the day, followed by a short break and reconvening 
for the bar mitzvah in the early evening. Photo credit: Ryan Shapiro.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJWmEb5eipQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LJWmEb5eipQ
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The Archaeological Conservancy and the 
New England Hebrew Farmers of the Emanuel 
Society (NEHFES) completed the transfer 
in early June of the synagogue parcel of the 
“NEHFES Synagogue and Creamery Site” in 
Chesterfield, Connecticut. This has gifted 
the parcel to the Conservancy, insuring the 
protection of the site in perpetuity. The second 
portion of the NEHFES site, which contains the 
stone foundation of the creamery, is currently 
owned by the Connecticut State Department of 
Transportation.

The history of the site began in 1891, when 
a small enclave of Russian-Jewish immigrant 
families purchased farmland in Chesterfield, 
Connecticut in the Town of Montville, nine miles 
north of New London. Just one year later, they 
established themselves as the New England 
Hebrew Farmers of the Emanuel Society and 
with assistance from the Baron Maurice de Hirsch Fund in 
New York, they built Connecticut’s first rural synagogue and 
a stream-driven creamery to process milk into butter and 
cream for the surrounding region. In 1894, the group wrote 
a stringent governing constitution and proceeded to thrive 
as a close-knit religious, social, and economic community of 
more than 50 Jewish families well into the 1930s. https://
www.archaeologicalconservancy.org/

This important step for one of the most extensive, well-
studied American Jewish archaeological sites in the country 
is the culmination of several designations the NEHFES site 
has earned since 2006, when it was reactivated by President 
Nancy R. Savin and a small coterie of descendants. The 

NEHFES Synagogue and Creamery Site was named the 
State of Connecticut’s 24th Archaeological Preserve in 
2007 and listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
in 2012. That same year, the mikveh (a ritual bath) within 
the shoykhet’s (ritual butcher) house was the subject of a 
three-week University of Connecticut Archaeological Field 
School Excavation directed by Dr. Nicholas F. Bellantoni and 
Dr. Stuart S. Miller.

Kelley Berliner, the Conservancy’s Eastern Regional 
Director, stated, “Working with Nancy and the NEHFES 
community to further protect this site has been a delight, 
and I hope we have more projects like this in the future to 
protect all the unique parts of this country’s history. It is 
wonderful to see a descendent community so committed to 

Transfer of Chesterfield synagogue site completed
learning and protecting their heritage.”

Catherine Labadia, Deputy State Historic 
Preservation Officer for Connecticut, said “The 
Connecticut State Preservation Office is thrilled that 
the Synagogue parcel of the NEHFES Site is being 
acquired by The Conservancy. It will perpetuate years 
of excellent stewardship of the property, our chief 
concern, on a national level.” Ms. Savin added that 
the Connecticut State Historic Preservation Office has 
been an absolutely invaluable preservation partner to 
NEHFES, the organization of descendants who today 
live in 13 States and Canada.

Continued preservation of the NEHFES Synagogue 
and Creamery Site will contribute to public knowledge 
about the site’s significance and the importance of 
cultural resource preservation. The property, known 
as “The New England Hebrew Farmers of the Emanuel 
Society Synagogue, Shoyket’s House, and Mikveh 
Archaeological Preserve.” will be maintained as a 

permanent open-space research preserve and protected 
against any future development. The Conservancy will 
convene a management committee to oversee the future of 
the property.

Burgers, dogs & friends a big hit
l-r: Brenda Holmwood, Brenda Hendel, Charlene 
Tinnerello, Schania Zelvin, and Dona Casey. These ladies 
were five of the 16 participants in the Jewish Federation’s 
Senior Connections Kosher Hot Lunch on July 11 held 
in the Social Hall at Temple Emanu-El. The food was 
provided by TVCCA and prepared by Dona Casey. The 
ladies volunteer to help set up and check in Seniors. The 
next luncheon will be BBQ chicken on Monday, August 22. 
Please contact Dona to sign up (860-372-1322).

Story by Patricia Frank Sher, Edited by Armi Rowe
When the words art and fabric come together, people 

generally think about fashion but the creation of fabric itself 
is an artform. 

Patricia Frank Sher is a Jewish graphic designer and 
fiber artist whose sacred nuno felting artwork are currently 

on exhibit at Congregation Beth Shalom Rodfe Zedek in 
Chester, Connecticut. Her exhibit is entitled “Work of my 
hands: Torah covers and fiber art tallit.”

Temple Emanu-El was fortunate to have featured a 
preview of Sher’s Torah and tallit fiber artwork at the 
synagogue’s Homecoming event in April.

“The works presented here were created by Nuno 
felting—a simple, yet endlessly mysterious and fascinating 
interaction of wool, silk, and olive oil soap,” reads Sher’s 
exhibit display sign. 

Sher’s Jewish Fiber Art
According to Sher, nuno, which means cloth in Japanese, 

is a unique fusion of two or more fibers, usually wool and 
silk, into a single piece of cloth. Nuno felting was first 
developed in the 1990s by Australian artist Polly Stirling.

Sher works the complex technique with her hands.
“Both wool and silk have natural cuticles on their 

surfaces which, via Nuno, can act like Velcro and lock onto 
each other. First, wool roving—wool not yet spun into 
yarn—is placed over a length of silk. Hot water and pure 
olive oil soap are lightly sprinkled on top, then covered with 
nylon mesh. Friction is applied with my hands, working the 
fibers in a circular motion, causing them to permanently 
bond together, creating a new and unique fabric,” explains 
Sher.

It all started with a request from Temple Emanu-El’s 
Rabbi Emeritus Aaron Rosenberg. Typically, Sher generously 
volunteered her graphic design skills for various projects at 
the Temple. One day, the call was for her fiber art.

“When Rabbi Aaron Rosenberg asked if I’d be willing 
to try my hand at making our ark curtain, I said yes, even 
though I had no idea what I was getting into. This body 
of work directly evolved from that experience and again I 
want to express my gratitude to Rabbi Rosenberg and the 
Religious Practices Committee for that opportunity and 
honor,” says Sher.

The first tallit she made were from the color studies 
and leftover material from the ark curtain. She also began 
making fabrics for personal art therapy, experimenting 
with color, rending and distressing fabrics, layering them 
with different fibers, which led her to making more talit. 

Sher was prompted to begin a series of Torah covers 

exploring themes of Jewish mysticism and spirituality. 
She said she wanted to create a kind of visual midrash, not 
bounded by words, using basic, timeless materials of wool, 
soap, water, and her hands. 

Sher also wanted to incorporate layers of material and 
meaning, both close-up and at a distance. She said she loves 
to chant Torah, so she wanted to include small details, like 
beading and lining treatments that in normal usage only the 
Cantor or participants on the bima would be able to see—
particularly the Torah cover that looks like stone. 

Sher’s exhibit will remain on display at Congregation 
Beth Shalom Rodfe Zedek until July 31. 

https://www.archaeologicalconservancy.org/
https://www.archaeologicalconservancy.org/
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THOMAS L. NEILAN & SONS
Funeral Directors

12 Ocean Avenue
New London, CT 06320
860-443-1871

48 Grand Street
Niantic, CT 06357

860-739-6112

Europe. Erica had been to Auschwitz with me on our Jewish Federation 
Encountering Survivors trip, and Marcie had been to Theresienstadt. 
They strongly feel that visits to such sites in Europe would have the most 
impact. Educators at the Ghetto Fighters Museum rely heavily on live 
theatrical presentations to make an impact on visitors.

These experiences will allow me to provide even more depth to our 
film, and greater nuance to our Mission visits to Yad VaShem and the 
Israel Museum.

Scouting for our Mission included visits to the Dan Panorama hotels 
in Jerusalem and Haifa, where we always stay. I met management, was 
treated to breakfast, and shown rooms and facilities. Hotels in Israel 
are not fully opened. Some are being used to house Ukrainian refugees 
and olim; some are still used as quarantine hotels; some are taking 
advantage of the forced hiatus and are being renovated. I stayed in two- 
and three-star accommodations, and those were more expensive than in 
previous years. The two Dan hotels were busy, had complete, full buffet 
breakfasts, and very strict sanitation procedures. In fact, the automated 
elevators were now programmed to ask you how many people were in 
your party so that elevators never had more than four passengers in 
them. 

AGAIN CONT. FROM PG 1
I did scout a region that I have 

not taken groups to in many years, 
the Golan Heights. As I had hoped, 
it was wide open, not too busy, and 
I found a lovely vineyard to visit. 
I also went back to Har Bental, 
the site of a famous tank battle 
between Syria and Israel during 
the Yom Kippur War. To my great 
joy I ran into Musya Zilberman’s 
(z’l) granddaughter, Kitana. We 
both were overwhelmed by the 
chance meeting and Face-Timed 
with Musya’s daughter Anna. 
Imagine, a live in-person iPhone 
discussion from the Golan Heights 
to Glastonbury!

And finally, I hosted a reunion 
party at the city Library in 
Afula that was very successful. 
Performers from the Music 
Conservatory entertained, many 

Young Emissaries were 
there, as were people 
from HaEmek Hospital. 
They are all looking 
forward to our visit and 
are anxious to host us for 
programs and entertain 
us in their homes for 
dinner.

So, updates on our 
plans: We will mount 
a Mission next March, 
starting sometime 
between March 9-11, and 
returning March 21-25 
depending on whether 
you sign up for the Eilat/
Petra extension. By then 
the hotels should be fully 
opened and visiting the 
Old City, the Western Wall, 
going up to Masada, and 
swimming in the Dead 
Sea will not be a cause for 

Covid anxiety. And we will have a 
wonderful day at the Sea of Galilee 
and the Golan Heights. 

Please let Mimi (mimi@
jfec.com, Subject line: Mission) 
know if you are interested in the 
Mission. I cannot give you pricing 
yet because both airline and hotel 
rates are at record highs. I think 
the pricing will come down. We 
will do our best to keep the price, 
airfare included, at under $5,000. 
I hope you will come. It was 
inspiring, enjoyable, and pleasant 
for me to visit Israel, and I know it 
will be likewise for you. 

Write me if you have 
any questions, requests of 
suggestions, jerryfischer49@
gmail.com. I look forward to 
guiding you through an amazing 
and miraculous country, our “Old-
New Land”, Israel.

Anna Zilberman Park’s daughter Kitana and Jerry Fischer facetime 
with Anna during Jerry’s visit to Israel. Anna’s mother, Musya Zilberman 
(z’l), worked at the Federation for 20 years as its bookkeeper before her 
untimely death in Sept. 2011.

Josh Benson with his wife Danielle, Jerry Fischer, and Aaron Rosenfield.  Josh 
and Aaron were students of Jerry’s at Solomon Schechter Academy in New 
London; both made Aliyah. The group met at Machanea Yehuda in Jerusalem.

l-r Russell Robinson, CEO of the Jewish National Fund, Menashe Smirra 
Exec Dir of Neot Kedumim and Jerry Fischer. The JNF has opened an 
office at Neot Kedumim. Neot Kedumim is the only Biblical Landscape 
Reserve in the world, where you can see and experience the Land of 
the Bible.

Beth El Community Cemetery, located on Lestertown Road in 
Groton, is a Jewish inclusive cemetery accommodating the needs 
of the community.

-	 	No	synagogue	affiliation	required
-	 	Plots	available:	Jewish,
	 interfaith,	cremains	&	families
 Call Merrill: 860 383 5605

LOOKING FOR A PLACE FOR YOU OR YOUR 
LOVED ONES TO REST IN DIGNITY?

Jewish Leader Ad A

Custom Tub & Shower
Enclosures

  • Design & Installation
  • All-Glass Enclosures

Expert Mirror Design &
Installation

  • Visit Our Showroom

151 Jefferson Avenue • New London, CT 06320
Phone (860) 442-0373 • Fax (860) 442-1356

SERVING SOUTHEASTERN CONNECTICUT
FOR OVER 60 YEARS

FULL  SERVICE  GLASS  SPECIALISTS

CO., INC
Ruby Glass

mailto:mimi@jfec.com
mailto:mimi@jfec.com
mailto:jerryfischer49@gmail.com
mailto:jerryfischer49@gmail.com
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By Armi Rowe
Two years later than intended 

due to the pandemic, Temple 
Emanu-El finally had the chance 
to celebrate reaching its “60+1+1”-
year milestone on Saturday, June 
11 at the Ocean Beach Port ‘N 
Starboard in New London. Starry 
Night Celebration chairperson Amy 
Perry and her committee planned 
a fun 1960s-themed evening that 
included heavy appetizers, buffet 
dinner, dessert, dancing, and a 
silent auction. 

The best part of the evening 
was seeing everyone reunite in-person—some observing the dress code 
that called for folks dressing in 60s-themed attire—and enjoying a good 
time while socially distancing inside the ballroom as well as socializing 
over the view of the beach shore outside on the deck. 

“After three years of zoom, email, texts, and voicemail Temple 
Emanu-El members got a chance to hug, to hold hands, and to share a 
celebratory drink without continually raising and lowering their masks,” 
said Perry. “At this year’s Starry Night Celebration, I witnessed friends 
greeting one another as you might see at an airport arrival door with 
open arms and huge smiles. Good friends who hadn’t physically been 
together were overjoyed.”

Amy Perry envisioned the 60s theme to tie in with Temple Emanu-
El’s 60 years as a congregation, so Sue Fornara, Temple Emanu-El’s 

Temple Emanu-El celebrated groovy 62 years
communications chairperson 
and graphic designer, created 
pieces to complement that idea. 
She designed the beautiful Starry 
Night 60s-themed artwork which 
were featured on the save the date 
postcard, invitation, email blasts, 
selfie backdrop, 60s trivia and the 
cake. 

“It was fun to carry this theme 
throughout all the planning stages, 
including the event itself, and it 
was great to be part of a group 
of people who worked so hard to 
bring this special event together,” 
said Fornara. “What was really 
rewarding was to see everyone 
come together to celebrate our 
congregation, some in very groovy 
attire, and enjoy a wonderful 
evening!”

Another special decorative 
touch was courtesy of Erica 
McCaffrey who took the time 
to create special 60s-inspired 
centerpieces made from vinyl LPs 
and tie-dyed all the tablecloth 
toppers.

Temple Emanu-El’s Board of 
Trustees thanks all the volunteers 
who served on the Starry Night 
Celebration Committee: Amy 
Perry, Janine Sitko, Armi Rowe, 
Deborah Linder, Erica McCaffrey, 
Mimi Perl, Robbin Alpert, 
Sean Bendick, John Murphy, 
Nathaniel Rowe, Sue Fornara, 
Jo-el Fernandez, Brian Alpert, 
Allison Glickman, John Murphy, 
Bill Posage Sheryl Reagan, Karen 
Rosenberg, Nathaniel Rowe, Bart 
Sayet, Barbara Bentley Wolfe, 
Scott Wolfe and Roberta Reisner-
Winograd.

Many thanks to all the businesses and individuals who sponsored 
the event, contributed monetary or item donations, advertised in the 
event program and all who attended the event and bid on the auction 
items (The full list appears in the July/August Temple Emanu-El Bulletin 
and Starry Night Celebration website). All event proceeds support the 

Temple’s Essential Services Fund.
After dessert, attendees were treated to a surprise in the 

sky—an amazing double rainbow!
“It was not only a starry, starry night but the rainbow over 

the Sound, portends a bright and colorful future,” said Temple 
Emanu-El’s Rabbi Emeritus Aaron Rosenberg.
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its unwavering support for full and complete access to reproductive health 
services and the right to make decisions based on each woman’s religious, 
moral and ethical values. Hadassah will continue to fight for federal and 
state legislation affirming and protecting reproductive rights.”

What you can do
You can join a march or rally in your community, you can download, 

print and distribute signs, stickers and t-shirts to amplify your voice. 
You can urge your legislators to work across the aisle and to create 
laws that will protect choice at the federal level. Speak up for women’s 
reproductive rights and write your members of Congress. 

Hadassah For Choice
Hadassah Foundation’s parent organization Hadassah: Women’s 

Zionist Organization of America is a strong advocate on behalf of 
women’s health equity. Through #Hadassah4Choice, you can mobilize 
your community and urge state and federal officials to support 
reproductive rights. Learn more at www.hadassah.org/choice.

Jews for Abortion Access
The National Council of Jewish Women has created an action center 

where you can: Find resources on how to open space for your Jewish 
community to connect and unite around abortion access, contribute to 
their fund or a local abortion fund, and learn by attending events. Learn 

more at www.jewsforabortionaccess.org.

Jewish Women International
JWI advocates at the state and federal level for full reproductive 

freedom. In addition, they list ways to learn about reproductive rights 
and abortion laws, and provide opportunities to take action. Learn more 
at www.jwi.org.

Access to abortion pills
AidAccess supports people with an unwanted pregnancy to access 

an abortion. They will send pills to people before they are pregnant, and 
they can be stored for up to two years. Learn more at www.aidaccess.
org

Try to become educated and be a resource for others. Try to learn 
what is happening within each state. You can find sites that offer maps 
that track abortion policies and statistics for each state. Speak up and 
Act Up!

As the Leader goes to press. . .
The following Associated Press article by Zeke Miller announced 

that doctors must offer abortion if mom’s life at risk. Here is a brief 
excerpt:

“The Biden administration on Monday told hospitals that they “must” 
provide abortion services if the life of the mother is at risk, saying 
federal law on emergency treatment guidelines preempts state laws 
in jurisdictions that now ban the procedure without any exceptions 

following the Supreme Court’s decision to end a 
constitutional right to abortion.

The Department of Health and Human Services 
cited requirements on medical facilities in the 
Emergency Medical Treatment and Labor Act, or 
EMTALA. The law requires medical facilities to 
determine whether a person seeking treatment may 

ROE CONT. FROM PG 7
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If I run the ad any smaller, the smaller print won’t be read-
able.

Let me know if you want me to run or just use Nadine’s ar-
ticles about the event which of course are no charge.

Mimi

be in labor or whether they face 
an emergency health situation 
— or one that could develop into 
an emergency — and to provide 
treatment.

“If a physician believes that 
a pregnant patient presenting 
at an emergency department 
is experiencing an emergency 
medical condition as defined by 
EMTALA, and that abortion is the 
stabilizing treatment necessary 
to resolve that condition, the 
physician must provide that 
treatment,” the agency’s guidance 
states. “When a state law prohibits 
abortion and does not include 
an exception for the life of the 
pregnant person — or draws the 
exception more narrowly than 
EMTALA’s emergency medical 
condition definition — that state 
law is preempted.”

The department said 
emergency conditions include 
“ectopic pregnancy, complications 
of pregnancy loss, or emergent 
hypertensive disorders, such 
as preeclampsia with severe 
features.”

. . .The department says its 
guidance doesn’t reflect new 
policy, but merely reminds doctors 
and providers of their existing 
obligations under federal law.”

Norwich Hebrew  
Benevolent Association 

P.O. Box 663 Jewett City, CT 06351 

Hebrew Cemeteries #1, #2, and #3 

Interfaith Cemetery #4 

Cremains Cemetery 

Synagogue Affiliation Not Required 
 

860-608-9138 
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REALTOR CONT. FROM PG 6

Please update your address
When you forget to let us know you will be moving either 

permanently to another locale or heading to Florida to stay warm 
over the winter months, the USPS charges the Jewish Leader 67 
cents for each paper returned to us labeled Temporarily Away or 
Unable to Forward.

To keep our database current please contact Mimi or Jenn at 
860-442-8062 or at office@jfec.com and let us know when you are 
leaving, if and when you are returning, and whether you would like 
to receive the paper while you are away or at your new address.

date to verify that the property matches when the buyer originally 
viewed it. The buyer is also verifying that the property is broom 
cleaned. 

In section 16, the buyer has the right to occupy the property after 
the time of closing. The seller must vacate the property at this time.

In paragraph 17 comes the section for sad situations, Assignment 
and Survivorship. If a seller was to pass from the time of going under 
contract and the closing time, then this contract is still binding with the 
estate as this states this was the seller’s wishes. 

Things happen such as fire or a broken pipe that causes major 
damage. In paragraph 18, the contract refers to risk of loss. The buyer 
will be allowed to put their 2 cents in, but in the end, they can only 
get their deposit money back. They will not get reimbursed for any 
inspections that have occurred.

Paragraph 19 deals with the deposit money. Normally this money 
is held in escrow with the seller’s real estate broker. There is only 3 
ways that this money can be released. 1)Time for closing 2) Mutually 
agreed upon by both parties  3) Court judgment.

The contract consists of items to be completed by different dates. 
When they are not followed, one side can put the other side in Default. 
Paragraph 20 refers to this issue, but I would make sure you get the 
assistance of your attorney.

Paragraph 21 is an all catch all section. Anything that does not 
fall into one of the previous paragraphs would go here. Such as, the 
property being sold in as-is condition, or the sale is subject to probate. 

Lastly, paragraph 22 just states that this paperwork is a binding 
contract.

There is a lot of information that is put into a purchase and sales 
contract. Remember, as a real estate agent, I just fill in the blanks and 
am not an attorney. There is nothing wrong with having your attorney 
review this document prior to signing it. Please make sure that you are 
dealing with a real estate attorney from the area that is familiar with 
this paperwork.

I want to give a special shout out to Attorney Richard Rothstein 
who gave me the topic for this article. Feel free to call him at 860-
889-2381.

Please remember you can search for homes at www.
CallTheHouseMan.com.

Do you have a question about real estate? Advice/responses will 
be made by: Geoff Hausmann, RE/MAX on the Bay, 860-443-4400, 
Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com.

my mother with a gorgeous wedding gown from the La France Shop.  
Tessie Alexander was buried in 1955 in Brothers of Joseph Cemetery in 
Preston, CT.

We all know people who left the Pale of Jewish Settlement between 
the last two decades of the nineteenth century and the first quarter of 
the twentieth century.  Over 2.8 million Jews emigrated from Eastern 
and Southern Europe to the United States during that time.  There were 
also 1 million Russians who immigrated to Israel.  

But the question that most people don’t realize is how many Jews are 
still in the former Soviet Union.  There are still over 1 million Jews living 
there and 100,000 Jewish seniors are currently receiving food assistance 
from the JDC (Joint Distribution Committee) with the support of Jewish 
Federations of North America.

When I graduated from Columbia University with my Masters in 
2002, I began my career as a fundraiser for Jewish Federation.  I have 
told stories about the elderly who need our support, but I had never 
met them.  I just knew that they needed our help.  I knew in my DNA 
that all 8 of my great-grandparents had come to America at the turn 
of the century, but some of their siblings were left behind in the Old 
Country.  I also knew that it could have just as easily been the other way 
around.  I am haunted by the thought that my family could have been 
stuck behind the Iron Curtain without the American privileges of an 
abundance of food, access to a quality higher education, and freedom to 
practice Judaism.  Therefore, I have dedicated my career to supporting 
the forgotten Jewish community that numbers over a million in the 
former Soviet Union.

Kol Yisrael Areivim Zeh Bazeh – all of the Jewish people are 
responsible for one another.  We all started in the same place, and we 
have disbursed across the world.  However, we are all still one family.

When I began working in the Jewish community after college, I 
could hear the voices of my ancestors thanking me for my efforts.  
They had escaped Poland, Vilnius, Minsk and Russia in order to build 
a better life for themselves in America.  Because of their efforts, I am 

POLAND CONT. FROM PG 1
alive and thriving in this country.  
Therefore, I believe that it is my 
responsibility to care for those 
who are less fortunate - who were 
not able to leave Ukraine - and 
count on the Jewish community to 
care for them.

I am proud to be part of the 
circle that supports people when 
they need help and asks for 
support from others when they 
have extra to give.

Every day I feel this 
responsibility in my kishkes.  Each 
of us can make an impact and 
help our global Jewish people.  
And together we can make a 
significant difference and save 
lives. Thank you for being a part of 
the solution.  I am looking forward 
to working with each of you to find 
the best ways to make an impact 
locally, in Israel and around the 
world. Todah Rabbah.

RI/Southeastern MA, who sing 
primarily in the Barbershop style; 
they recently won three awards 
in the Northeastern District - 
Barbershop Harmony Society 
Patriot Division…Most Improved 
Quartet, Men’s Quartet Champion, 
and Overall Quartet Champion. 
And from 1:00 to 4:00, all will be 
able to enjoy a ride in one of the 
several antique cars owned and 
displayed by Michael Goldblatt 
Donor levels (per person) are:

Level 1 $36 Model A
Level 2 $54 MG-A
Level 3 $72 1955 Thunderbird
Level 4 $90 Cadillac Convertible 

(model 62)
Level 5 $108 Jaguar Roadster 

(dream car)
Level 6 $126 Cadillac Sports 

Roadster (National First Place 
Car)

Congregation Beth El of New 
London/Waterford is a diverse, 
egalitarian community that 
celebrates our faith, heritage, and 
culture within the framework of 
Conservative Judaism and is open 
to worshippers of all backgrounds 
-- singles, couples and families of 
all ages and compositions, gay 
and straight, multi-racial and 
multi-ethnic, Jews by birth, Jews 
by choice and persons exploring 
what our faith tradition might 
offer. If you are looking for a 
synagogue to enrich your life, we 
hope you will consider joining our 
family.

ANTIQUE  
CONT. FROM PG 1

Entertainment at the Antique Car Show will be provided by Second 
Nature, an a cappella quartet based in RI/Southeastern MA, who sing 
primarily in the Barbershop style.

44726
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 Custom Jewelry Design  ❖  Expert Jewelry & Watch Repair
 Estate Jewelry Bought & Sold

 262 Boston Post Road • Utopia Centre 
 Waterford, CT • (860) 442-4391

 Monday - Thursday 10:00-6:00  ❖  Friday 10:00-7:00  ❖  Saturday 10:00-4:00

 Since 1919 Southeastern Connecticut’s Oldest and Most Respected Jewelers

JT’s All Seasons Landscaping
Call Joel Tomsky @ 860-501-0332 New #

Commercial & Residential

Lawn Care • Fertilizing • Mulching 
Hedge & Tree Trimming • Spring Cleanup

Driveway Sealing • Dump Runs • and more!
Locally owned & operated  / Ask about our senior rates

It's not too early to call - perfect time to clean up 
your yard and prune trees & shrubs!

Insured #MPT7743H • LLC 1101711

mailto:office@jfec.com
http://www.CallTheHouseMan.com
http://www.CallTheHouseMan.com
mailto:Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com


14     THE JEWISH LEADER, JULY 15, 2022



O
bi

tu
ar

ie
s

Yonkers, NY -- Gus Feuerman 
passed away on June 20, 2022, at St. 
Joseph’s Hospital in Yonkers, NY. 

He was born in the Bronx to Abraham 
and Fannie (nee Meyers) Feuerman in 
1923. He married Shirley (Tuchfeld), 
the love of his life, in 1949, and they 
remained together until Shirley’s death 
in 2019. 

He is survived by his two daughters, 
Francine Feuerman (John Balow) and 
Marcia Reinhard (Michael), and four 
grandchildren, Jacob, Andrew, Molly, 
and Rebecca, all of whom were the 
apples of his eye. He is also survived by his brother Fred (Leatrice) and 
was pre-deceased by his brother Chaim. 

Gus was a loving and devoted husband and brother, and a beloved 
father and grandfather. In the most difficult times, he was right there 
to support his family in every way he could. He was hard-working and 
raised his children to be the same. Gus was a straight shooter, a no-
nonsense kind of guy. He was a man of few words but when he spoke, 
everyone listened. He had a wonderful dry sense of humor, and always 
managed to find the funny side of most every situation. We will miss him 
every single day. 

Contributions in Gus’ memory may be made to AMVETS, a non-profit 
serving American veterans, https://amvets.org/

Gus Feuerman

Norwalk - Joseph Haroun, 88, formerly 
of Norwich, passed away Wednesday, June 
22, 2022, at Maplewood at Strawberry Hill in 
Norwalk, CT. Joseph was born March 24, 1934 
in Cairo, Egypt, the son of the late Mourad and 
Lucie (Tawil) Haroun. He was a graduate of 
Cairo University, where he received his Civil 
Engineering Degree. He emigrated to the U.S. 
in 1959, where he attended Case Institute 
of Technology in Cleveland, OH, where he 
earned his master’s degree in Engineering Mechanics.

He married Sara (Sciammas) Haroun in August of 1963. She survives 
him.

He had worked at General Dynamics/Electric Boat as a Structural 
Engineering Specialist, working on the 688, Trident and Seawolf class 
nuclear submarines. He retired in 1996.

Joseph was a member of Beth Jacob Synagogue and was a Board 
Member of the Norwich Hebrew Benevolent Society. He enjoyed 
traveling extensively with his wife, sons and grandchildren. He enjoyed 
fixing things and painting. Above all else, he especially loved spending 
time with his six grandchildren.

In addition to his loving wife Sara, Joseph is survived by his two 
children Robert Haroun and his wife Julie and Dr. Raymond Haroun 
and his wife Dr. Melanie Haroun, by his brother Benoit Haroun 
(Switzerland), Shalom Haroun (Israel) and Nellie Dekel (Israel) and by 
his six grandchildren, Daniel, Jessica, Annie, Jonathon, Jacob and Katie 
Haroun.

In addition to his parents, he was predeceased by his brothers Elie 
Haroun, Victor Haroun and Jack Haroun.

A funeral service was held Friday, June 24, 2022 at the Beth Jacob 
Synagogue, 400 New London Turnpike, Norwich CT 06360 at 10:30 
am. Burial followed at the Norwich Hebrew Benevolent Cemetery #3, 
Middle Rd. In Preston.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations in Joseph Haroun’s memory 
may be made to the Beth Jacob Synagogue, 400 New London Tpke, 
Norwich CT 06360 or to the Krieger Schechter Day School, Pikesville 
MD.

Please visit www.churchandallen.com to leave a message of 
condolence for Joseph’s family. The Church and Allen Funeral Home, 136 
Sachem St. Norwich, is entrusted with arrangements.

Joseph Haroun
West Hartford - Rhoda 

Kaufman, 91, formerly of 
Norwich and Boynton Beach 
passed away on June 17, 
2022. She was predeceased 
by her husband Allen. Rhoda 
was born in Hartford on 
March 29, 1931 to Ruben 
and Anna Berman. 

She will be missed by 
her daughters and sons-in-
law, Susan Samuels and her 
husband Jesse, Debra Daren and her husband Steven, and 
Elyse Kirschblum, as well as her grandchildren, Andrew 

Daren and his wife Rachel, Anna Daren and her husband Jonathan, Leslie 
Kirschblum, and Lauren Kirschblum, and her new great-grandson, Max 
Daren. 

Rhoda grew up in Hartford and graduated from Weaver High School, 
then attended Smith College and Connecticut College. After marrying 
Allen, they settled in Norwich, where they raised three daughters. 
Rhoda was active in Beth Jacob Synagogue and Sisterhood, as well as 
Hadassah. Although she did some substitute teaching and then earned 
her real estate license, Rhoda’s real passions were being with family, 
entertaining, playing bridge, canasta, and scrabble. 

Rhoda and Allen became full time Floridians in 2010 and had a very 
active social life there, enjoying theatre, lectures, music, and dining out 
with their wide circle of friends. They always looked forward to visits 
from their children and grandchildren, pleading with them not to go 
back home too soon. 

After Allen’s passing in 2016, Rhoda remained in Florida until March 
2020, when she moved up to West Hartford permanently to be near her 
children. Her family always described Rhoda as a “force to be reckoned 
with.” She was the matriarch and ultimate historian, able to recall details 
about several generations of extended family. 

Funeral services were held graveside on Sunday, June 19 at 11:00 AM 
at the Norwich Hebrew Benevolent Cemetery #3 in Preston. Thomas 
L. Neilan & Sons Funeral Home has been entrusted with handling the 
arrangements. Please visit www.neilanfuneralhome.com to leave 
the family an online condolence. In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
directed to the American Heart Association or a charity of your choice.

Rhoda Kaufman

By Ivan Sadler
In April and May of 2016, as President 

of the Congregation, I wrote this article 
for the Hakol in memory of Rip Levin. On 
June 6, 2022, with the passing of Sonny 
Hendel, I recalled that writing and felt that 
its contents were equally applicable now. 
What follows is that essay with the name 
“Sonny” substituted for “Rip”. How ironic 
that these two local icons were the best of 
friends!

“There are many examples of an 
organization being synonymous with individuals and visa-versa. These 
are folks who are, what we call legends. Their lore defines the nature of 
their “teams.” They transcend generations and come along when their 
time needs them.

When you say, Yankees, you may think of Ruth, Mantle or Jeter. 
Red Sox fans think Williams, Yastrzemski or Fisk. UCONN women’s 
basketball means Auriemma, Taurasi or Moore. Outside sports, Apple 
means Steve Jobs and Steve Jobs means Apple. The Tonight Show means 
Steve Allen, Jack Parr and Johnny Carson. You can think of hundreds 

Sonny Hendel -  
an appreciation

of examples where this formula 
applies. Politics, the arts, religion 
and society in general, have 
legends. Sometimes they are so 
well known that you only have to 
hear their first name- Oprah, for 
example.

These legends have several 
things in common. They are, like 
the corner pieces of a puzzle, the 
most significant parts of the whole 
and also the very foundation 
on which their “team” is built. 
Legends represent the best of what 
is expected of their organization. 
Legends are honored by having 
their numbers retired or by being 
elected to “Halls of Fame.” For 
them, they are honored by the 
work they do and the success of 
their teams.

Locally, I am overwhelmingly 
honored to know that the halls 
and walls of Congregation Ahavath 
Chesed are filled with the aura of 
names of legends. Among many, 
some names come immediately to 
mind. Hahn, Lubchansky, Gordon, 
Hendel,Shafner and Soltz were 
legends from my youth to present. 
I’m certain that when you hear 
these names there will be images 
and memories that jump into your 
mind.

Just recently, we lost another 
legend in our Congregation- Sonny 
Hendel. He defined the essence of 
our shul and in turn, was defined 
by the shul. Being redundant, he 
was the ultimate “mensch.” He 
was involved in every aspect of the 
shul’s existence. His sage advice 
was treasured by all who were 
lucky enough to receive it…”and 
it is widely known who you are 
talking about when you simply say 
the name, “Sonny”.

Ultimately legends are replaced 
by others but never forgotten.”

Sonny carried on for Rip 
and the torch is being passed. 
This legend may very well be 
irreplaceable. He is loved.

I am a very fortunate man to 
have called Sonny my friend.

https://amvets.org/
http://www.churchandallen.com
www.neilanfuneralhome.com
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25 Years in Israel
By Teddy Weinberger

On July 29, our family will celebrate 25 years in Israel. I want to use 
this quarter-century anniversary column to correct three of my own 
misconceptions about our aliyah. 

1. My Israeliness: During my early years here, when people would 
ask if I felt Israeli, I would launch into this whole explanation about 
how though all seven of us in the family have 
dual citizenship, experientially, Sarah and I 
feel like Americans who live in Israel, and my 
children feel like Israelis who happen to have 
been born in America. A few months ago, on 
a trip back to Miami for the first time since 
our aliyah, a friend asked me: “So, are you 
happy that you made aliyah?” And I realized 
that for me that question had long ceased to make sense—or about as 
much sense as if I were to ask you how you like that oxygen that you are 
breathing. My entire life is in Israel, and while this is not to say that I see 
no differences between the behavior and outlook of native Israelis from 
my own, it does tell me that I am much more Israeli than I have typically 
acknowledged. 

2. The Effort of Aliyah: Over the years, I would tend to deflect 
credit for our aliyah. If someone seemed unduly impressed by our move 
here, I would patiently explain that if you have a really strong Jewish 
consciousness, then life in Israel is kind of a “no brainer” and that things 
will work out for you just fine in Israel. I still think that this is true; 
however, the actual move here, the nitty gritty of aliyah, especially for 
a couple in their mid 30s with 5 small children, is, I now admit, worthy 
of credit. It’s unfair to my fellow American Jews, many of whom do in 
fact have a very strong Jewish consciousness, for me to minimize the 
difficulty of aliyah. Besides the “nitty gritty” challenges, we have only to 
look in our Torah to see the power of a native land: “Then the Israelites 
wept and said, ‘If only we had meat to eat! We remember the fish that 
we used to eat free in Egypt, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the 
onions, and the garlic” (Numbers 11. 4-5). If the Israelites, despite being 
enslaved in Egypt, still had such a strong connection to their native 
land, how infinitely more is the connection of an American Jew to their 
country--where Jews never had to be emancipated but could trace their 
equality to the very founding of the country. 

3. The Novum of Israeli Society: Upon making aliyah, I was bowled 
over by the Jewish ethnic potpourri here. Unlike in America, with its 

overwhelmingly Ashkenazic 
makeup, the Sephardim 
predominate in Israel, and 
they come from many different 
countries, including Morocco, 
Yemen, Iraq, Iran, Turkey, Syria, 
Egypt, and Tunisia. I was so awed 
by this range of Jewishness that, a 

decade into our aliyah, I wrote in 
a column: “The most important 
Jewish factor affecting me since 
making aliyah has been my 
exposure to the Sephardim.” 

Dear Reader: the Sephardic 
presence in Israel is indeed 
crucial to an understanding of 
the country, but it is not what 
makes Israel unique, it does not 

represent the novum that is Israel society. This 
novum is that Israel is the only country in the 
world where the majority culture is Jewish. 

Theoretically, it could happen that 
somewhere in the United States there is 
a neighborhood that is home not only to 
Ashkenazic Jews but to Sephardim from a 
number of different countries, but even in such 
a neighborhood, there would be an awareness 
of the fact that the larger culture was not Jewish and that being Jewish 
was somehow to be different. Here in Israel, the culture being reflected 
back at you is Jewish. 

Many immigrants, such as myself, never stop being amazed by 
these “reflections”; I call them “aliyah moments.” Such moments can 
include major occasions, such as the country’s New Year being on Rosh 
Hashanah (rather than January 1), but it can also include small moments, 
like seeing (in Hebrew) “Love your neighbor as yourself” on the back of 
a dump truck at a construction site or seeing the quiet that reigns on 
Israel’s streets on late Friday afternoons. I delight in aliyah moments 
and am especially delighted when I discover a new one. 

More importantly, for my children and grandchildren, these are not 
aliyah moments but normal occurrences in Israeli society, which is as it 
should be in a majority-Jewish culture. Am Yisrael Chai!

4” x 4”

Byles-MacDougall
Funeral Service, Inc

(860) 442-0343
(888) 736-7036

Byles Memorial Home
99 Huntington Street

New London, Conn. 06320

Byles-Groton Memorial Home
310 Thames Street

Groton, Conn. 06340

Daniel W. Byles
Reid B. Burdick

John D. MacDougall

The rest of the board was 
completely new–none of them 
have served on the board before. 
However, with their appointment 
to their new positions came 
a chapter-wide feeling of 
excitement and hope for all the 
amazing things the new board will 
accomplish next year. The new 
board members are Miles Appleby 
(S’gan - VP Programming), 
Spencer Haynes (Moreh - VP 
Membership), Jordan Stein 
(Mazkirah - VP Communications), 
Anna Sheikowitz (Sh’licha - VP 
Jewish Programming), Yana 
Abramova, (Gizborit - Treasurer) 
and Anna Goldfarb (Ozeret - 
Community Service.) 

All the candidates had amazing 
platforms, and so many people 
ran that we have a full board, plus 
an ozeret for the ‘22-’23 school 
year! Ozeret is a position that 
our chapter usually combines 
with the position of Sh’licha 
(Jewish programming). and the 
position is centered around this 
position. Anna Goldfarb was 
elected as Ozeret this year, and 
will be working closely with Anna 
Sheikowitz, the newly elected 
Shlicha. 

Our elections event was all 
about starting a new chapter–
our other recent event was the 
opposite. It was a senior farewell 
event for our five graduating 
seniors. Emmerson Kaye and 
Miles Appleby, the new S’ganit (VP 
of Programming), planned this 
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event. It was really a whirlwind of emotions–we started off with some 
fun games that had everyone in a lively mood. After that, we had a time 
for some more sentimental things and for our goodbyes. 

We had our last ever Good and Welfare for the seniors. Good and 
Welfare is an activity traditionally done at conventions, where chapter 
members are allowed to share whatever they want, and trust that 
it stays within the chapter. It is a time to build a sense of community 
and emotional trust within our chapter. The last Good and Welfare was 
very sentimental, with the seniors sharing memories from their BBYO 
journey and giving advice to incoming board members. Although this 
was not the official installations event for the new board, it felt like a 
“passing of the torch” and a goodbye to both being in the chapter and 
being on board. 

After Good and Welfare, Miles presented us all with very sweet, 
personalized gifts he and Emmerson had put together for all the seniors. 
We were given something that had our school mascot on it, something 
we could use in college, and a food that had been manufactured in our 
state. It was an amazing event, and it really made me think about how 
much BBYO has given me in these past four years. 

Since I am one of those five graduating seniors, this will be my last 
article for the Leader as Yachad’s Mazkirah (VP of Communications.) 
Our new Mazkirah, Jordan Stein, is going to do amazing things next year 
and I can’t wait to follow along through the social media posts. Yachad 
BBYO is a forever family, and I will remember them wherever life takes 
me. I am so excited to see the future of this chapter! 

Signing off, 
Simone Lerner 

Forever Member of Yachad BBYO
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