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Starting June 10, The Jewish Leader will be published monthly.  
Please look for our next editions on July 15, August 12, and September 9.  

This change will enable the editors and contributors to spend more 
time researching the most valuable content. We are scaling back this 
summer in hopes of giving you the best possible newspaper. 

The Jewish Federation of Eastern Connecticut has always made the 
Jewish Leader a top priority among the list of programs that we provide 
for the Jewish community. We are also providing Senior Connections, 
a Holocaust education center, Encountering Survivors and Israeli 
emissaries as some of our most important offerings to the community.  

We will continue to inform the community about important issues 
in our Friday message on email.  If you are not currently receiving our 
weekly emails, please let us know by sending an email to mimi@jfec.
com.  

The Jewish Federation website will continue to provide current 
information about events and news around the community and around 
the world.  As always, we welcome your feedback regarding this change.  

Leader changing schedule
The Jewish Federation of Eastern CT’s annual 

meeting will be held on Tuesday, June 21, 2022 at 7 PM 
on Zoom. Please go to the Federation’s website (www. 
JFEC.com) to register and a link for the meeting will be 
sent to you on June 20. 

JFEC’s new executive director, Rachel Levy, will 
be the featured speaker and share her journey in a 
presentation entitled “From Poland to Norwich to 
Minsk to New London.” We have had an incredible 
year filled with providing food to those in need, comfort 
to seniors, and community for our youth.

Join the Federation leadership for an evening of 
pride for all of our accomplishments together.

JFEC Annual Meeting June 21
Other items on 

the agenda include 
nominations for the board 
of directors, voting on the 
nominations, and updates 
about JFEC programs such 
as Senior Connections, 
Food Pantry, and Encountering Survivors/
Differences.

We look forward to seeing you Tuesday evening, 
June 21 on Zoom as you join the JFEC Board and 
staff in welcoming Rachel Levy to the community.

Ending the season on a happy note!
Dona Casey, JFEC Senior Program Coordinator received a beautiful 
bouquet of flowers from Shania Zelvin’s garden during the end of year 
luncheon celebrated earlier this week at Mr G’s Restaurant in New 
London. See page 5 for story and more pictures.

By Jewish News Syndicate Staff
Since Russia went to war with Ukraine on Feb. 24—with more than 

14 million people displaced from their homes and nearly 7 million of 
them seeking refuge in other countries—Jewish Federations of North 
America (JFNA) has reached a milestone of delivering 1 million pounds 
in aid-relief items. The figures are part of a comprehensive analysis 
detailing the collective impact of the Federation emergency campaign.

Some notable statistics include:
• 538 tons of medical equipment, clothing, food and hygiene 

products have been distributed;
• 174,771 people have been fed;
• 80,556 people have been evacuated away from danger

zones;

JFNA delivers 1 million  
pounds of aid to Ukraine

• 110,833 calls for
assistance have been
received via special
hotlines;

• 18,080 new immi-
grants have arrived
in Israel from Russia,
Ukraine and Belarus.

“We were ready for action 
to respond to the humanitarian 
crisis in Ukraine because we 
have supported, year after year, 
the most comprehensive and 
effective system of relief and 
rescue in the world today, led by 
our partnership with the Jewish 
Agency for Israel, with the Joint 
Distribution Committee (JDC) 
and including other important 
partners,” said Jewish Federations 
of North America CEO and 
president Eric Fingerhut. “And 
that has worked nonstop to save 
lives.”

To date, Jewish Federations 
have raised $60 million for 
Ukraine, of which $48 million has 
already been distributed.

The funds go towards 
humanitarian relief and 
resettlement, including emergency 
operational costs; temporary 
housing and transportation costs; 
security; humanitarian support; 
and trauma relief; and aliyah and 
absorption.

A woman packs items to be sent to those in need in Ukraine. Credit: 
Jewish Federations of North America

BACK TO MARACANÃ link will be available for 72 hours beginning 
Thursday, June 9 at 12:01am through Sunday, June 12 at 11:59 
pm. During this 72-hour window, you can watch the film at your 
convenience. Registration for BACK TO MARACANÃ is permissible 
throughout the 72-hour window! 

Heartfelt  and funny Israel i -Brazi l ian drama,  BACK TO 
MARACANÃcaptures three generations seeking reconciliation on a 
spontaneous trip to the World Cup. Divorced, with a failing business, 
middle-aged Roberto (Asaf Goldstien)—a Brazilian expat living in 
Israel—seeks a change. When an opportunity presents itself, he takes his 
angst-ridden son and impetuous, ailing father Samuel (Antônio Petrin) 

Final Film of 2022 FilmFest 

FILMFEST CONT. ON PG 9

mailto:mimi@jfec.com
mailto:mimi@jfec.com
http://www.JFEC.com
http://www.JFEC.com
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Candle Lighting for Eastern CT area

Energy Saving  
Windows & Doors! 

Order Factory Direct! 

Vinyl Replacement &  
New Construction Windows 

          Storm Windows & Commercial Aluminum 

Professional Installation Available 

Railings & Fences of Many Styles 

860.848.9258 • www.alltimemfg.com 

Since 1946 

How can we have a synagogue 
with no building?
While Beth El continues to search for our new home, our friends at Temple Emanu-El 
have generously welcomed us to use their facility for in-person events as well as their 
kitchen. Zoom has also allowed us to conduct many programs and services while 
providing safe distancing in the comfort of our homes. “Tune in” or join us at one 
of Beth El’s many events – we welcome you! 

SERVICES
•  Daily Minyan, Shabbat & Holiday Services
 Some hybrid: in-person & Zoom
 Homemade challah & sweets on Shabbat

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS 
•  Educational Presentations
•  Talks by local speakers
•  Lunch & Learn with the Rabbi
SOCIAL EVENTS
•  Distanced Gatherings
•  Musical Events
•  Curbside Meal Offerings
•  Schmooze Before & After Zoom Events 
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME! 860.442.0418 • bethel-nl.org

New Ads -- USE this one instead of one 
with pic of Rabbi

5.5” x 4”

By Rabbi Yosef Resnick
Dear friends,

I hope you had a beautiful and spiritually 
productive Shavuos. Shavuos has many 
names. The question is asked, why do we call 
it the time of the giving of “our Torah,” and not 
just the time of the giving of the Torah?

One answer given is that we all receive the 
Torah in a very personal, individual way. It is 
different for each of us. It is an intimate, deep 
and profound process of acquiring the Torah 
for ourselves. So, it becomes “our” Torah, for 

each and every one of us, a personal and individual experience. 
At Brothers of Joseph in Norwich we have many opportunities for 

deep and gratifying Torah study, such as our Shabbat morning class (9:00 
am) which everyone is welcome to attend, whether you are a member 
or not. We have other opportunities to study as well. Now, on the heels 
of Shavuos, is a great time to set new times for Torah study. Shavuos is 
the one chag which has no real positive mitzvah associated with it, as 
do all the other holidays. However, some suggest that the mitzvah of the 
day is to re-dedicate ourselves to Torah study, to accept the Torah anew, 
and make positive resolutions for study. I encourage you to be in touch 

A Torah Moment -- Nasso
with me to begin, or continue, that 
exciting and wonderful journey.

Here is some commentary from 
the Kli Yakar on this week’s parsha, 
Naso.

“Take a census of the 
Gershonites also, by their ancestral house and by their clans”

Take the count. The likely explanation for this is that the Holy One 
wanted to show that “the wise shall inherit honor.” The nation needed 
to be taught that they should honor those that study Torah, and that 
“the holy of Hashem should be honored,” to give them precedence in 
every matter of holiness. Thus, Kehos was counted first because they 
carried the Aron with the word of Hashem. If the Aron had been given 
to Gershon, the firstborn, and his family was counted first, we might 
have thought he was counted first because he was the firstborn and 
we would not have attached the importance to being the bearers of the 
Aron. Therefore, the Aron was given to Kehos and he was counted first. 
Thus, all would know to give honor to the Torah and those who study it. 

Another explanation: The task of 
carrying the Aron was not given 
to the firstborn so that he would 
not become haughty. Some say 
the reason Kehos was counted 
first is because of Moshe and 
Aharon, who received the Torah, 
and were descended from Kehos.  
sefaria.org

Rabbi Yosef Resnick, M.Ed .
Certified Marriage, 
Relationship & Intimacy Coach
Brothers of Joseph Synagogue
Historic Norwich, Connecticut, 
the “Rose of New England”
cell: 781.201.0377
google virtual office phone: 
339.364.3044

http://www.sefaria.org
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Presented by the JFEC in association with Congregation Sharah 
Zedek of Westerly & United Theatre of Westerly

After more than two years of virtual screenings the Jewish FilmFest 
was back in-person in Westerly June 2 at 7 p.m.. The Jewish Federation 
of Eastern Connecticut (JFEC), in association with Westerly synagogue 
Congregation Sharah Zedek and the United Theatre (Westerly, RI) 
presented The Automat. This is a hilarious documentary about the long 
gone Horn & Hardart restaurant chain located in NYC and Philadelphia. 
It was a true egalitarian institution that best represented American 
ideals. 

The movie was a sell-out. Patrons had to be turned away at the door 
although everyone was invited to the Reception at 6 pm. Members of the 
Congregation prepared home-made goodies. 

Known affectionately as The Automat it was the workingman’s 
restaurant. For small change a customer got a range of freshly made 
entrees, side dishes and desserts from its little glass doors. To accompany 
the food was a hot cup of coffee that came out of a dolphin-headed spigot 
for a nickel.

The best part of the documentary is it is narrated by actor/comedian 
Mel Brooks. If you are not familiar with the Horn & Hardart chain, no 
problem because Mel Brooks will keep you laughing so hard you’ll start 
crying with joy.

2022 Annual Jewish FilmFest 
THE AUTOMAT --  

Sold out in Westerly

Direct: 860-443-4400   Cell: 860-625-5255 
Email: Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com 
Website: www.CallTheHouseman.com 

Blog: CTHouseMan.com 

ON THE BAY 

FOR ALL YOUR  
REAL ESTATE NEEDS 

By Nadine Lipman
For many years, several women members of Congregation Beth El in New London/Waterford joined 

together every Wednesday night for dinner followed by minyan, which became known as DINYAN. They would 
share veggie pizzas and salad at the Recovery Room, and then head to services. Sadly, the pandemic stopped 
the personal getting together for a while but Zoom allowed them to maintain the Wednesday minyan. But, 
now with everyone vaccinated, they have started meeting in members’ backyards on the 1st Wednesday of 
the month! 

Seen in this photo, taken at the Weiss home in Mystic are (l-r) Sandra Davidson, Ellen Lissauer, Irene Weiss, 
Dana Kline, Valerie Popkin, Harriet Juli, and Nancy Brand. They enjoyed their pizza slices and made it back to 
their respective homes just in time for the Zoom minyan service.

DINYAN back to meeting in person

By Ron Kampeas, JTA
In a first, Israel will pay 21 women to be advisers on Jewish 

law in the Orthodox community, a concept that has spread in 
the United States but that Israel’s Orthodox establishment has 
resisted.

Matan Kahana, the deputy religious services minister, said 
in a release June 2 he will hire the women for “communities 
across Israel” this year.

Women advisers on halacha, or Jewish law, have flourished 
in recent years in the United States, where there has been a 
demand among women for counseling on issues considered 
too sensitive to bring to a male rabbi.

The rabbinic establishment in Israel has resisted the 
concept, saying that certification may be seen as a form of 
ordination, which is prohibited for women across almost all of 
Orthodoxy. Polling in Israel has nonetheless shown that there 
is a demand for the service among Orthodox women, and the 
institute founded by Rabbi Yehuda Herzl Henkin, who died last 
year, and his wife Chana to train and certify “Yoatzot Halacha” 
is based in Jerusalem.

Kahana has become known for his efforts to accommodate 
non-Orthodox and more liberal Orthodox Jewish practices, and 
has come under fire from extremists for doing so.

In a first, Israeli government to pay  
Orthodox women to advise on Jewish law

In a 2009 photo, A yoetzet halachah, or 
Jewish legal counselor, answers a hotline 
for women with questions relating to 
Jewish laws on sex and intimacy. (Courtesy 
Nishmat)
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The Jewish Leader’s independent journalism
depends on donations from readers like you.

If you haven’t given to the annual appeal
this year, please consider giving now.

The Rabbi Rosenberg Tikkun Olam Scholarship Award Committee 
has selected Simone Lerner, Bayla McCaffrey and Ethan Novick 
as this year’s honorees. From the award’s inception in 2016 through 
2021, twelve seniors have received this award. During these previous 
six years, there were multiple honorees three of the six years. This year, 
Simone, Bayla and Ethan mark the fourth year of multiple honorees 
and bring our total award recipients to fifteen. It is clear when one 
reads the applications of all our recipients past and present, that their 
commitment to Tikkun Olam is learned from all the “families” to which 
they belong - their parents (All leaders and doers at Temple Emanu-El 
) and siblings (Bayla’s sister Sierra was our first honoree in 2016 and 
Simone’s sister Ellanora was one of the 2020 honorees.); their Temple 
Emanu-El Family (Religious School teachers and clergy) and their Family 
of Jews in Southeastern CT (Hebrew High and Yachad BBYO). 

Simone Lerner
Simone Lerner is the daughter of Emily and Arthur Lerner of New 

London.
Simone has reconnected with the Temple in the last year by serving 

as a Religious School Teaching Assistant. “I love working with kids and 

Simone Lerner - Bayla McCaffrey - Ethan Novick
2022 Recipients of Rabbi Rosenberg Tikkun Olam Scholarship Award

being part of shaping their Jewish 
identities.” She has also been very 
active in BBYO, serving on the 
Board for two years in charge 
of Jewish Programming and 
Communications. 

Simone is involved in numerous 
service projects in the community: 
Writer’s Block Ink (a social justice 
group); Summer Youth Program 
for F.R.E.S.H in New London, the 
New London Community Meal 
Center, Safe Futures and with 
BBYO and her National Honor 
Society Chapter. 

Simone is ranked second in 
her senior class at Three Rivers 
Middle College Magnet School 
in Norwich. She takes college 
classes through the Community 
College and made the Dean’s List 
last semester. Simone will be 
attending Champlain College in 
Burlington, Vermont where she 
will be studying Psychology and 
Criminal Justice.

Bayla McCaffrey
Bayla McCaffrey is the daughter 

of Richard and Erica McCaffrey of 
East Lyme.

Bayla is extremely active in 
the Temple Emanu-El and Jewish 
communities. She has served four 
years on the BBYO Board as VP 
of Membership, Treasurer and 
presently as Vice President of 
Planning. Bayla worked for three 

years as a substitute teacher 
for the Religious School and 
this year is a Teacher Assistant 
in the Pre-School. She has also 
attended Hebrew High School 
for four years. Bayla attended 
BBYO International Convention 
where she learned “about 
the power I hold as a Jewish 
teen as a strong leader in the 
community”. She visited the 
Religious Action Center in DC 
with Rabbi Marc where she 
lobbied CT officials to craft laws 
to prevent global warming. Bayla 
won a scholarship to travel to 
Israel with BBYO Passport. In 
Israel, 

Bayla believes that she 
strengthened her Jewish 
identity and hopes to use what 
she learned to help other Jewish 
teens do the same. At East 
Lyme High School, Bayla is co-
president of the Rotary Club (She 
recently was presented with an 

award from the Rotary for her Strong Leadership.), and a member of 
both the National Honor Society and the Spanish Honor Society. All three 
of these groups devote the majority of their time to community service. 

  Bayla is both an honor student and an accomplished athlete at East 
Lyme High School, participating in Field Hockey, Lacrosse and Track. 
Next year, she will be attending Roger Williams University in Bristol, 
Rhode Island where she will be studying International Relations.

Ethan Novick
Ethan Novick is the son of Steven and Caryn Novick of East Lyme.
Ethan has been a Teacher Assistant in the Religious School for four 

years, has attended all four years of Hebrew High School, and has served 
on the BBYO Board for three years. This year as President of BBYO, 
Ethan also serves as the BBYO Representative on the Temple Board of 
Directors. 

In his essay, Ethan says, “As I recollect all that I have done, it has 
made me realize how much of an impact Judaism has had on me. It has 
transformed my character into a caring, compassionate mensch with 
values I intend to carry on for the rest of my life”. Ethan lives his values 
within the East Lyme High School community as a member of the School 
Senate, The Miracle League Club, the National Honor Society, and the 
Spanish Honor Society, performing numerous hours of community 
service!

Ethan has been a “high honors” student for his four years at East 
Lyme High School as well as being an important member of both the 
Soccer and Basketball teams. In fall of 2002, Ethan will be attending the 
University of Maryland at College Park, majoring in Biology with a focus 
in Genetics.

Simone, Bayla, and Ethan were honored at the Shavuot Service on 
Saturday, June 4. Their names have been added in our place of honor on 
the plaque in the Temple Atrium. 

l-r The Novick family, Rabbi Marc Ekstrand, Rabbi Aaron Rosenberg, 
The Lerner Family, and The McCaffrey Family

l-r Ethan Novick, Simone Lerner, and Bayla McCaffrey



 THE JEWISH LEADER, JUNE 10, 2022 5

By Dona Casey, JFEC Senior  
Program Coordinator

The seniors who attend the 
Jewish Federation’s Senior Hot 
Lunch program enjoyed their 
end of year luncheon at Mr. G’s 
Restaurant in New London earlier 
this week.

It was their last get together 
until July 11 when they will enjoy 
a BBQ lunch at Temple Emanu-
El. The seniors kicked off their 
summer with a wonderful lunch 
at Mr. G’s. 

Seniors enjoy end of year luncheon
So many of them ran into school friends, work friends 

and acquaintances from their past that were either working 
at Mr. G’s or eating there. A special thanks to Marlene 
Siegel who drove Ruth Backman and Ladene Brown to Mr. 
G’s. Marlene’s father, Irving, z’l, used to work part-time for 
the JFEC picking up seniors and driving them to and from 
Kosher Hot Lunches.

The flower arrangements were a gift from Schania 
Zelvin’s garden to those who attended the luncheon. Thank 
you Schania!
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MOBSTERS CONT. ON PG 13

ROUTINE, FUNCTIONAL & 
HOLISTIC VISION CARE 

Also specializing in: 
Contact Lenses, Learning Challenges, ADD, ADHD, Autism 

Located at Pearle Vision | Waterford Commons, Waterford, CT 

www.BrianMannVision.com

DR. BRIAN MANN & ASSOCIATES
Optometrists

For over 15 years, JFEC’s Operation Cool Down program has been 
helping those at-risk secure air conditioners to combat heat and 
illness. Each year the Jewish Federation depends on the generosity 
of businesses and individuals in the community to donate money that 
allows JFEC to purchase anywhere from 20-30 ACs. 

Like everything else, the cost of a 5000 BTU air conditioner has gone 
up in price since 2021. Where we were paying $130 per unit last year, 
this year the price of a window AC has skyrocketed to between $160-
$180 per unit. 

The calls to the JFEC have already started with people asking for an 
application for our Operation Cool Down program. We would like to 
help people in our community who are at risk of getting sick or even 
dying from the heat. Excessive heat, without air conditioning could 
affect those with congestive heart failure, COPD, allergies, asthma, and 
sleep apnea. And heatstroke is most likely to affect older people who 
live in apartments or homes lacking air conditioning or good airflow.

With YOUR help we can make it a reality for those people in need 
of an AC. Please send your check today made payable to JFEC, to 
28 Channing St., New London, CT 06320. In the memo line write ‘Air 
Conditioners’. Also, you may call 860-442-8062 with your credit card 
info. 

Every dollar raised for Operation Cool Down will be used to purchase 
air conditioners so please be as generous as you can. 

Those at-risk are counting on you!

Operation Cool Down

The Jewish Federation of Eastern CT runs a five day a week (Monday-
Friday) food pantry for people in New London County who are food 
insecure and need help feeding themselves and their families.

Here are a few quick statistics – For the month of May 2021 the JFEC 
Food Pantry fed 450 people and during the same time this year, May 
2022, we fed 905 people, a 50 percent increase. 

Month to month the number of families we feed increases. With the 
cost of living continuing to spiral upward, families who would never 
think of accessing a food pantry are now being forced to call us for 
assistance. 

The JFEC belongs to Gemma Moran United Way Labor Food Center 
and CT FoodShare. We order food weekly from these organizations. 
Unfortunately, with the increased cost of food even our food sources are 
finding it difficult to meet the needs of so many.

If you have a few dollars to spare and would like to help us feed those 
who are struggling, please make your check payable to JFEC and remit 
to 28 Channing St., New London, CT 06320, Memo Line: Food Pantry. 
Your donation will go towards filling in the gaps when our shelves start 
to run bare. 

And if you are reading this article and are struggling with putting 
food on the table, give the Federation a call Monday-Friday, between 
9-11:30 a.m. and Mimi or Jenn will assist you so you can pick up three
days worth of food between 1-2 p,m. on the day you call -- 860-442-
8062. Remember: The strength of a people. The power of community.
We’re in this together.

JFEC Food Pantry numbers 
continue to climb

By Howard Lovy, JTA
The way author Michael Benson 

tells it, one day in 1938, New York 
judge and Jewish communal leader 
Nathan Perlman sat at a bar and 
thought, “How come these Nazis get 
to march down 86th Street, goose-
stepping and ‘sieg heiling’ like it’s 
the Macy’s Parade? Why are they so 
brazen?”

It was because they were not 
worried about the consequences. 
Too few people in then-isolationist 
America really cared about what was 
being said about the Jews or what was 
happening to them in Europe, Benson 
said. What was needed, then, were 
Jews who weren’t afraid to break 
some laws — and some bones — as 
they challenged the homegrown Nazi 
threat.

And that’s when, in Benson’s words, “Judge Perlman thought outside 
the box.”

What happened next is the subject of Benson’s book, “Gangsters Vs. 
Nazis: How Jewish Mobsters Battled Nazis in Wartime America” 
(Kensington), published in late April. As the title suggests, Perlman had 
a few connections in the underworld. That included Meyer Lansky, an 
accountant, bootlegger, and fixer whose work straddled both the Italian 
American and the Jewish mob. Lansky, in turn, had at his disposal Jewish 
members of a mob enforcement organization known as “Murder Inc.”

The Jewish mobsters showed up to intimidate and fight the German 
American Bund and other Nazi organizations from New York to Chicago 
to Minnesota and even Los Angeles. It got to the point, Benson said, 
when Nazis began to stay away from rallies because they knew they 
would be in for it.

Lansky was happy to help and accepted no pay for the service. “I am 
a Jew, and I feel for the Jews in Europe who are suffering. They are my 
brothers,” Benson quotes Lansky as saying.

Despite the syndicate’s name, said Benson, “No one gets killed in the 
entire book.” It wasn’t that Lansky didn’t relish the thought of killing 
Nazis. But Rabbi Stephen Wise, the Reform rabbi and Zionist leader 
whom Perlman brought along to a meeting with Lansky, insisted on 
no deaths. While Jewish members of Murder Inc. cracked a few skulls 
during the course of 1938, the year covered in the book, they didn’t kill 
any Nazi sympathizers.

This is all familiar territory for Benson, who specializes in books 
about the Mafia and true crime. His interest in crime and killers dates 
back to his childhood, growing up near Rochester, New York. When he 

Before WWII, Jewish mobsters 
kept Nazis at bay in the US

was nine years old, his babysitter 
and her friend were murdered, 
a cold case that he said he later 
cracked as an adult — a story he 
tells in the 2015 book “The Devil 
at Genesee Junction.”

“I started out writing about 
psycho killers and grisly 
murders,” Benson told the Jewish 
Telegraphic Agency. “And for the 
last few years, I’ve been the Mafia 
writer for Kensington Books. So, I 
knew the cast of characters and I 
think that’s why they brought me 
in.”

Benson is not Jewish — he 
describes himself as a “lapsed 
Catholic” — but says he has a deep 
understanding of antisemitism. 
He went to Hofstra University in 
New York, which he described as 
“80% Jewish.”

“I understand hate,” he said. 
“When my first child was about 
to be born, I was walking my very, 
very pregnant wife to Beth Israel 
[Medical Center] in Manhattan, 
and we were egged by kids in a 
van, who shouted the ‘K-word’ at 
us. I understand antisemitism, 
prejudice, and hateful thinking.”

In Benson’s book, the main 
villains — the embodiment of 
hateful thinking — were members 
of the German American Bund. 
By 1938, what began as an 
organization to celebrate German-
American heritage had been taken 
over by Fritz Julius Kuhn, who 
worshiped Hitler and attempted 
to imitate his speaking style.

Bank Square Books located in Mystic and the Jewish Federation 
of Eastern CT sponsored Michael Benson via Zoom on May 5 
in a program open to the community as he discussed his book  
Gangsters vs. Nazis.
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Hadassah News
President’s Message

by Karen Bloustine

Follow us on Facebook 

 

President     
   Karen Bloustine    
   860-326-6377 
   bloustinek@gmail.com 
 
Cards & Certificates   
   Kim Fischburg 
   kimfischburg@gmail.com 
   860.608.9223 

Membership & Donations 
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Donor Thank You!
I’m so glad to report that our Annual Donor campaign was a great 

success on two counts: We raised funds for Hadassah’s essential work, 
and we commemorated that success with a special Zoom program on 
June 9. 

Our featured speaker, Amy K Donahue, PhD., the first Provost at the 
Coast Guard Academy, was unable to be with us that evening, but we 
will be rescheduling her appearance for another Zoom on “The Power of 
Women’s Leadership” for later in the summer. She is a shining example 
of women forging new paths of leadership, in the mold of Henrietta 
Szold and our Hadassah leaders throughout the years. 

Kudos to Donor Chair Carol Curland and her hard-working 
committee who made this all possible - and thank you to everyone in 
our community who contributed. Your donations will help Hadassah’s 
special work for Ukrainians. Our Medical Response teams in Poland and 
our unique expertise in treating war wounds and trauma were there 
from the beginning of the refugee flight from Ukraine. Hadassah Youth 
Aliyah villages have opened their arms to fleeing teenage refugees and 
offered hope and support. 

Join me in Jerusalem
I have another message for you: Join me in Jerusalem this coming 

November for Hadassah’s National Convention! It has been ten years 
since the National Convention was held in Israel for Hadassah’s 
Centennial - 1912-2012. I can’t wait to go and share the sense of pride 
and purpose in our work. We will visit our hospitals and other projects 
and meet the people whose lives we’ve touched. We’ll connect with 
fellow members from all around the world, enjoy Israeli history, art, and 
culture - and many educational seminars and lectures - and then leave 
Israel invigorated and inspired to continue our work for Hadassah and 
Israel. The Convention will take place in Jerusalem from November 
14-17, 2022. 

For more information - contact me at bloustinek@gmail.com or go 
to https://www.hadassah.org.

By Sheila Horvitz
Since Henrietta Szold established Youth Aliyah in the 1930’s to 

rescue Jewish children from the Holocaust to sanctuary in Palestine, 
Youth Aliyah villages in Israel have been providing young immigrants 

and at-risk native Israelis shelter and food, counseling, education, and 
other supportive services. From Hebrew-language lessons and classes 
on Jewish heritage to athletics and art, Youth Aliyah students receive 
the help and attention they need to develop into productive members 
of Israeli society.

In the last two months, since the onset of the war in Ukraine, over 20 
high school-age Ukrainian teens have arrived at Hadassah’s two Youth 
Aliyah villages, Neurim and Meir Shfeyah. These teens are arriving 
with just the clothes on their backs. Some come with their families who 
shelter in Israel. Many, however, don’t know where their families are. 
They have parents in transit out of Ukraine, stuck in Ukraine or relatives 
that they’ve lost contact with all together. So instead of arriving as youth 
ready to learn, Ukrainian teens now arrive as refugees. For the Youth 
Aliyah team leaders, it’s impossible to fully understand the trauma and 
uncertainty that 
these Ukrainian 
teens are going 
through. They 
need a safe haven, 
counseling, some 
sense of normalcy, 
security and 
belonging.

With the tragedy 
and uncertainty of 
war, many of the 
Ukrainian youth 
who arrive at the 
villages will remain 
in Israel. Former 
Hadassah National 
President, Marcie 
Natan, says: “We’re 
not sending any of 
them home.” Many of 
them no longer have 
a home. Their cities 

Youth aliyah villages to the  
rescue for Ukrainian teens

were destroyed in the war, so they 
will spend extended time at the 
villages and perhaps receive the 

support of Israeli families 
willing to shelter them.

Teens who arrive are 
referred by the Jewish 
Agency and Ministry of 
Education. Counselors and 
teachers are hired, and 
shopping trips help supply 
them with personal items, 
clothing, furnishings, and 
laptops. Marcie Natan 
related one spontaneous, 
poignant incident while 
shopping for bedding for a 
Ukrainian teenage refugee 
who had just arrived. 
Looking at the sheets 
and blankets brought the 
refugee close to tears. The 
bedding was blue and 
yellow - the colors of the 
Ukrainian flag!

For more information about 
Youth Aliyah, go to:

https://my.hadassah.org/
connecting-to-israel/youth-
aliyah.html.

mailto:bloustinek%40gmail.com%20?subject=Hadassah%20Convention
https://www.hadassah.org 
https://my.hadassah.org/connecting-to-israel/youth-aliyah.html
https://my.hadassah.org/connecting-to-israel/youth-aliyah.html
https://my.hadassah.org/connecting-to-israel/youth-aliyah.html
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Share Shavuot service at Temple Emanu-El
By Armi Rowe

On the evening of Saturday, June 4, Temple Emanu-El held a special 
Share Shavuot service to celebrate the giving of the Torah on Mount 
Sinai and to embrace its teachings. 

Educators who served for the past two years were honored for 
their commitment to teaching the students at Temple Emanu-El’s 
Religious School during the challenging pandemic time period. 
Teachers led prayers and readings and then received a special 
presentation from Rabbi Marc Ekstrand and School Director Rachel 
O’Brien. Many thanks to all the teachers who worked tirelessly to 
ensure that students thrived as they learned about Torah, Hebrew, 
Jewish values, and their Jewish identity. It has been delightful to see 

Past and present educators and school administrators who attended the special Shavuot 
service: Back row: Rabbi Marc Ekstrand, Cantorial Soloist Sherry Barnes, Barbara Senges-
Murphy, Marc Goldsmith, Susan Cramer
Front row: Rabbi Emeritus Aaron Rosenberg, Karen Rosenberg, Armi Rowe, Amy Orce, 
Rachel O’Brien, Violet Greenmoor, Cassidy Cramer, Barbara Kallan

so many students enthusiastically helping to lead prayers at Shabbat 
services. Special thanks to School Director Rachel O’Brien and Amy 
Orce, who assisted with ensuring that the school ran smoothly all 
year. Many thanks to all the educators who were recognized for their 
efforts and commitment these past two years: Violet Greenmoor, 
Susan Cramer, Cassidy Cramer, Rachel Sherman, Sherry Barnes, 
Barbara Senges, Randee Siegal, Jen Bloom, Elena Crowley, and Renee 
Weinstein. 

For the first time since the beginning of the pandemic, the Temple 
band and choir performed with Cantorial Soloist Sherry Barnes. 
Thank you to the soulful music of the band and the beautiful voices 
of the choir. 

Chris Rock on piano, Jonathan Rowe on bass guitar, Marc Goldsmith on guitar, Barry 
Weiner on flute, and Nathaniel Rowe on percussion. 
From left, back row: Marcia Reinhard (back to camera), Jo Michaelson
From left, front row: Barbara Luftglass-Morea, Michele Snitkin, Claire Warren and 
Violet Greenmoor.

Honoring Temple educators and celebrating the return of ‘live music’

By Philissa Cramer, JTA
In the summer of 2020, Gabe Kapler, then in his first 

season as manager of the San Francisco Giants, joined 
figures across sports in taking a knee during the national 
anthem to protest police brutality.

Now, two years later, Kapler has announced that he will 
not take the field at all for the anthem out of broad dismay 
over the United States’ direction, spurred by the mass 
murder of 19 children at an elementary school in Uvalde, 
Texas.

“When I was the same age as the children in Uvalde, my 
father taught me to stand for the pledge of allegiance when 
I believed my country was representing its people well or to 
protest and stay seated when it wasn’t,” Kapler wrote on his 
blog. “I don’t believe it is representing us well right now.”

Kapler, a former coach for Team Israel, is one of the most 
prominent Jews in baseball today. He is also one of the most 

Gabe Kapler, Jewish manager, is skipping national anthem
prominent liberals, and an outspoken critic of “unwritten 
rules” in baseball that have historically constrained both 
game play and political speech.

In his blog post, he said he regretted participating in the 
rituals surrounding the national anthem, which he called 
“self congratulatory glorification,” before the Giants’ game 
on Wednesday, the day after the Uvalde massacre.

Along with coaching the Israel team in the 2013 World 
Baseball Classic, Kapler visited Israel in 2017 and toured 
with the national team then, shortly before becoming the 
manager of the Philadelphia Phillies. Kapler — who has a 
Star of David tattooed on his right calf and “Never Again,” 
the Holocaust remembrance refrain, tattooed on his left calf 
— joined the Giants in 2019 after being fired by the Phillies. 
He was named National League Manager of the Year last 
year after leading the Giants to a historic season.

Kapler, who said he will take his protest day by day, 

joined his team for the 
anthem on Memorial 
Day on Monday.

“While I believe 
strongly in the right 
to protest and the 
importance of doing so, 
I also believe strongly in 
honoring and mourning 
our country’s service 
men and women who 
fought and died for 
that right,” he wrote 
on his blog before his 
team’s game against the 
Philadelphia Phillies.
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Photo taken on May 15. Rabbi Marc Ekstrand with some religious school students who led 
Sunday morning Tefillah Time services for students in the school throughout the 5782 school 
year. Practice made progress as these and many students across the grades regularly helped 
lead services during Share Shabbat Services on Friday evenings during the year. Photo Credit: 
Susan Cramer

Photo taken on the last day of Temple Emanu-El’s religious school on Sunday May 22 in front of the Noah’s Ark 
playground as we wrapped up a successful 5782 school year these students were really getting into leading services on 
Sunday mornings. Photo Credit: Susan Cramer

Temple Emanu-El Religious 
School concludes  

2021-22 school season

to Rio de Janeiro to watch the home team’s quest for World 
Cup glory. Though his father and grandfather are soccer 
fanatics, 12-year-old Itay (Rom Barnea) despises the sport. 
Traveling by vintage motorhome while mending their fraught 
relationships, the trio’s sometimes rocky journey reveals 
invaluable life lessons and long-buried secrets.For more 
information and to register virtually, go to www.JFEC.com.

It is with great pleasure 
that we inform you that 
the Jewish Federation has 
received the grant funds 
for which we have been 
waiting, for our Crisis 
Intervention program. 
Because of this, we have 
hired a new Case Manager 
to take care of our clients in 
need of financial assistance.

Ivelisse Gonzalez began  
taking calls from our 
clientele, processing their 
requests, and allocating the funds accordingly on June 9.

Ivelisse is upbeat, smart, and experienced in the field 
of crisis management and always has a smile on her face. 
Ivelisse has worked at Catholic Charities and Community 
Health Resources.

JFEC hires  
case manager

FILMFEST CONT. FROM PG 1
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By John Jeffay, Israel21c
Researchers at the Hebrew University 

of Jerusalem say they’ve produced a 
strain of cannabis for medical use with 
17% more THC, the key psychoactive 

ingredient.
They’ve also enhanced another active element, called 

terpenes – which is responsible for maximizing the euphoric 
effects – by as much as 30%.

The team, led by Professor Alexander (Sasha) Vainstein 
of the Hebrew University of Jerusalerm (HU)’s Robert H. 
Smith Faculty of Agriculture, Food and Environment,, has 
developed ground-breaking genome engineering techniques 
that will allow team members to manipulate proportions of 
key ingredients in the plant.

This in turn will allow them to develop and cultivate new 
“designer strains” of cannabis suited to specific medical uses, 
and to tweak other attributes, such as color or aroma.

Until now, there has been no way to tailor strains to 
produce certain cannabis substances or to alter their ratios.

Prof Vainstein’s team set out to find a way to intervene in the 
biochemical pathways in the cannabis plant in order to increase or 
decrease the production of active substances.

It has successfully engineered a cannabis plant which has higher 
levels of medically-important substances, such as THC.1

The team increased the level of THC (tetrahydrocannabinol), the 
main psychoactive component in cannabis, by 17%, and the level of CBG 
(cannabigerol), often referred to as the mother of all cannabinoids, by 
close to 25%.

It was also able to increase the ratio of terpenes, which are responsible 
for maximizing the euphoric effects of cannabis, by 20 to 30%.

There are at least 200 active ingredients in a cannabis plant. 
The ability to engineer them in different ratios opens up a host of 
opportunities for patients with cancer, Parkinson’s, multiple sclerosis, 
Crohn’s disease, other chronic pain-related illnesses and post-traumatic 
stress disorder.

“These study results will be valuable both to industry – to increase 

Researchers grow super-strong medical cannabis, with 17% more THC
the yield of active substances, and to medical 
research – to cultivate and develop new strains 
for medical cannabis users,” said Vainstein.

The research was carried out together with 
Mariana Bioscience Ltd, an Israeli research 
company that specializes in the genetic 
improvement of cannabis.

The team manipulated a plant-based virus to 
express the genes that influence the production 
of active substances in the cannabis plant.

“This represents an innovative use of these 
tools, which were constructed using synthetic 
biology tools,” said Vainstein.

“Next, we developed an innovative 
technology based on infection with an 
engineered virus to facilitate chemical 
reactions that increase the quantities of desired 
substances.

“In collaboration with Mariana Bioscience 
Ltd., we examined the infected plants and found that the levels of the 
substances in question had indeed risen.”

It was first time researchers managed such a feat with cannabis 
plants, he said

Professor Alexander Vainstein. 
Photo courtesy of Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem

More extensive experiments 
with the engineered plants are 
currently under way and should 
be available to cannabis industry 
leaders and medical research in 
the next few months.

Researchers have produced a 
strain of cannabis with 17% 
more THC. Photo by Roxana 
Gonzalez, Shutterstock
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By Gil Hoffman, The Jerusalem Post
In a critical blow to Prime Minister 

Naftali Bennett’s government late Monday, 
the coalition failed to pass a directive giving 
Israel legal jurisdiction over Israelis living 
in the West Bank that has been approved 
every five years since 1967.

Opposition MKs applauded following 
the announcement of the results that the vote fell with 52 votes for it 
and 58 against it. Failure of the bill led to immediate speculation that the 
government will soon fall and Israel will head to a new election. 

Ghaida Rinawie Zoabi (Meretz) and Mazen Ghanaim (Ra’am – 
United Arab List) voted against the bill and other Ra’am MKs and 
former coalition head Idit Silman absented themselves from the vote. 
Without their support, it was impossible to pass the bill, which must be 
reapproved by the end of June.

Yamina MK Nir Orbach confronted Ghanaim and shouted at him that 
their partnership in the coalition had failed.

“Some you win, some you lose,” Justice Minister Gideon Sa’ar, who 
initiated the bill, told The Jerusalem Post following a meeting with 
Bennett. “Today, we’re on the other side.”

Israel’s gov’t in crisis after rebel MKs sink West Bank emergency bill
The coalition failed to pass a directive giving Israel jurisdiction over Israelis in the West Bank that has been approved every five years since 1967.

Sa’ar intends to convene a 
special meeting of his New Hope 
faction to decide their future in 
the coalition.

Not passing the bill would 
cause chaos, he told the faction 
on Monday. By opposing the 
bill, opposition leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu was harming the 
residents of Judea and Samaria 
and advancing his own personal 
interests at the expense of the 
state, he said.

“All coalition members must 
support the government’s bill,” 
Sa’ar said. “Any coalition member 
who does not support such 
a fundamental bill is actively 
working to dismantle the 
coalition. Being in the coalition 

does not only mean receiving. There is also responsibility. Whoever does 
not support it cannot wash their hands, claiming innocence. A country 
cannot be run this way.”

How will security forces proceed?
Defense Minister Benny Gantz said he was looking for a nonlegislative 

solution to the problem.
“I instructed the defense system to map out which regulations can be 

brought by regional commanders if the legislation gets stuck,” he said.
Finance Minister Avigdor Liberman, chairman of Yisrael Beytenu, 

said no one should be surprised by Netanyahu preventing a bill from 
passing that would prevent West Bank chaos.

“He has harmed Judea and Samaria more than anyone else,” he said. 
“That is tradition with Netanyahu. That is part of his DNA.”

Liberman said Netanyahu as prime minister had implemented the 
Hebron and Wye accords, voted for the Gaza Strip disengagement, froze 
West Bank construction in 2009 and released Hamas leader Yahya 
Sinwar in the Gilat Schalit prisoner exchange.

“For power, anything is permitted for him,” Liberman said. “There is 
no conscience.”

Labor leader Merav Michaeli warned rebels on the Left not to let 
Netanyahu come back to power, along with Religious Zionist Party MK 
Itamar Ben-Gvir and “give them the power to let the country burn.”

Religious Zionist Party MK Bezalel Smotrich said he was not 
concerned about harming his constituents in Judea and Samaria by 
halting the bill. It is better to bring down the government, form a right-
wing coalition and then pass it, he said.

“A coalition that cannot pass its bills and is artificially respirated by 
[Joint List MK] Ahmad Tibi and the Joint List is illegitimate and bound 
to fall,” Smotrich told his faction. “Residents of Judea and Samaria are 
strong and understand the importance of bringing down the anti-Zionist 
government.”

Israeli prime minister Naftali Bennett, Foreign Minister Yair Lapid and 
Defense Minister Benny Gantz attend a plenum session in the assembly 
hall of the Knesset, the Israeli parliament in Jerusalem on May 23, 2022. 
(credit: YONATAN SINDEL/FLASH90)
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By Amy Spiro, Times of Israel
Just over 180 Ethiopian 

immigrants landed at Ben 
Gurion Airport on June 1, some 
after waiting decades to arrive 
in Israel and reunite with family 
members.

The flight kicked off the 
resumption of immigration from the civil war-torn nation 
after more than a year following a series of delays. A second 
flight on Thursday from Addis Ababa is slated to bring a 
further 160 new immigrants, with more flights expected 
throughout the summer and fall.

A government decision in late 2021 approved bringing 
3,000 total new immigrants from Ethiopia to Israel. Jewish 
Agency officials say they are all slated to arrive by November.

With many dressed in their most festive attire and 
overcome with emotion, the 181 new arrivals were greeted 
by a welcoming ceremony to mark the first aliyah flight from 
Ethiopia since March 2021, when Israel completed the first 
half of Operation Tzur Yisrael (Rock of Israel), which brought 
around 2,000 such immigrants.

Almost everyone on board Wednesday’s flight will be 
reuniting with family members, many of whom they haven’t seen in 
years. Zemenu Atalele will finally get to see his mother, who moved to 
Israel 10 years ago. He is traveling with his wife, Yeshihareg, and their 
three young children, ages 8, 3 and just over a year old – who have never 
met their grandmother.

Teshager Gerem and Alemitu Belew’s two older daughters moved to 
Israel 17 years ago. Now, they and their seven adult children – ranging 
in ages from 17 to 35 – will be reunited with them in Israel. They will 
relocate from a one-room apartment in Gondar with sporadic electricity 
to one of 12 absorption centers around the country. There, all of the new 
immigrants will begin months of Hebrew language courses and other 
instructional activities as well as the process of formally converting to 
Judaism.

Restarting such aliyah, the Hebrew term for immigrating to Israel, 
has been strongly pushed for by Immigration and Absorption Minister 
Pnina Tamano-Shata — herself a native of Ethiopia — who was aboard 
Wednesday’s flight from Addis Ababa to Tel Aviv.

Since 1992, an estimated 40,000 such immigrants have been brought 
to Israel under the Law of Entry, with around 3,500 arriving in the past 
seven years. The debate over those who still remain behind is fierce – 
and the numbers heavily contested. Israel has repeatedly declared the 
end of Ethiopian aliyah in years past, but the issue has been reopened 
several times, most recently in the wake of the civil war in the Tigray 
region of the country which broke out in 2020.

On Wednesday, Uri Perednik, chairman of the Struggle for Ethiopian 

181 Ethiopian immigrants land in Israel as aliyah from African nation restarts

Aliyah, said despite the welcomed 
wave of new immigration, “the 
government of Israel still treats 
Ethiopian Jews as second-class 
Jews… if they can bring over 
20,000 people from Ukraine in a 
month, they can certainly bring 
half that from Ethiopia.”

Under the current operation, 
those eligible for aliyah under the 
government decision are in order 
of priority: those with parents or 
children living in Israel; those with 
parents who moved to Israel and 
later died; those with siblings in 
Israel; and those with half-siblings 
in Israel. Individuals who qualify 
under one of those categories can 
bring with them their spouses and 
children, as well as any children 
over 18 who are unmarried.

Each immigrant is approved 
for aliyah by the Interior 
Ministry, which – unlike with 
other immigration to Israel – 
approves each candidate one by 
one following an investigation 
into their status. Since 2014, the 
ministry only handles requests 
that have been submitted to it via 
a family member currently living 
in Israel.

Once the new immigrants 
land at Ben Gurion Airport, the 
government begins to foot the bill. 
NIS 570 million ($170 million) 
has been budgeted to fund the 
absorption of the immigrants in 
Israel, the majority of it going 
toward housing.

The Jewish Agency has 
estimated that it will cost around 
$9.6 million (NIS 32 million) to 

fund its pre-aliya activities for 
the 3,000 currently approved 
new immigrants, which includes 
pre-flight health checkups and 
vaccinations, hours of training 
and preparation as well as the 
cost of the flights themselves.

Yehuda Setton, COO of the 
Jewish Agency, noted that 
they have not yet raised the 
full amount, “but we work 
at the same time as we raise 
money.” During a conversation 
in Gondar a day ahead of the 
first flight, Setton said: “We are 
committed, and I’m pretty sure 
that world Jewry will raise the 
money.”

The funding in question is 
slated to come mostly from the 
Jewish Federations of North 
America. A large delegation 
from Jewish Federations across 

the US visited Gondar and Addis Ababa this week and flew to Israel 
with the new immigrants, as did representatives of and major donors to 
Keren Hayesod, the International Fellowship of Christians and Jews, the 
World Zionist Organization, and other philanthropic foundations.

“There is an unwritten and very powerful agreement that global 
philanthropy pays for aliyah, that aliyah is much more than the 
flight,” said Jeffrey Schoenfeld, chairman of JFNA’s Israel and Overseas 
Committee, while visiting Gondar. “That is an unwavering commitment 
by the North American Jewish community… it’s been very powerful in 
the past, and it remains an absolute commitment.”

JFNA originally pledged $5 million toward the current wave of 
Ethiopian aliyah, and later expanded that to promise $7 million. “We will 
find a way to raise the funds,” vowed Schoenfeld.

But with 3,000 new immigrants slated to arrive in Israel in the 
coming months, the real work is yet to come, say Jewish Agency officials.

“In my eyes, the immigration is the easy part,” said Avtamo Yosef, who 
heads up the Jewish Agency’s department of Ethiopian immigration. 
“The absorption is the complicated part.”

Yosef, a native of Ethiopia who came to Israel as part of Operation 
Solomon in 1991, said it is critical that the assistance and framework the 
new immigrants receive in their first years in Israel “needs to be what 
the immigrants need, and not what we [already] know how to provide.”

New immigrants from Ethiopia land at Ben Gurion Airport on June 1, 2022. (Maxim 
Dinshtein)

By Economist-UK Staff
For decades Israel was Morocco’s shadowy secret. Business between 

the two went through intermediaries, often Jewish-Moroccan exiles in 
Paris and intelligence agents.

Syrian tanks captured by Israel ended up in Morocco. Israelis helped 
fortify the wall that Morocco built to keep guerrillas out of Western 
Sahara.

Now, Israeli tourists are flocking in. Morocco expects 200,000 this 
year, up fourfold since the accord, with ten direct flights a week.

Some Israelis come to rediscover family roots, since 700,000 Israelis 
are of Moroccan origin.

Trade delegations are piling in, too. “There’s such high interest, it’s 
crazy,” says an Israeli diplomat.

Israel Aerospace Industries is building two plants to manufacture 
drones and may even install a missile-defense system.

Israeli firms and tourists are 
piling into Morocco
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Call Merrill: 860 383 5605

Jewish Leader Ad C

Beth El Community Cemetery, located on Lestertown Road in 
Groton, is a Jewish inclusive cemetery accommodating the needs 
of the community.

LOSING A LOVED ONE IS STRESSFUL. 
DON’T WAIT TO PURCHASE A CEMETERY PLOT.

Please update 
your address
When you forget to let 

us know you will be moving 
either permanently to another 
locale or heading to Florida 
to stay warm over the winter 
months, the USPS charges the 
Jewish Leader 67 cents for each 
paper returned to us labeled 
Temporarily Away or Unable to 
Forward.

To keep our database 
current please contact Mimi 
or Jenn at 860-442-8062 or at 
office@jfec.com and let us 
know when you are leaving, if 
and when you are returning, 
and whether you would like to 
receive the paper while you are 
away or at your new address.

Thank you for your thought-
fulness.
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“He’s as much like Hitler as he could possibly be, waives his arms, 
spittle spews when he talks, and he harps again, again, again, on how 
the Jews are responsible for all the world’s problems, and that’s why 
everybody’s poor these days,” Benson said. “And it’s a message that 
resonates.”

That’s when Lansky had his boys take matters into their own hands. 
There are a series of brawls — a big one in the Bund’s home turf of 
Yorkville in Manhattan — and the Bund is shown just how tough Jews 
can be.

In Benson’s book, everything comes to a head in an infamous 1939 
Madison Square Garden pro-Nazi event, which the author calls “The 
Bund’s Last Gasp.” It was a hate rally led by Kuhn. But the American 
Hitler wannabe was upstaged by a Jewish plumber from Williamsburg 
named Isadore Greenbaum, who jumped onstage, pulled the plug on 
Kuhn’s microphone in the middle of his speech, and was roughed up by 
Kuhn’s bodyguards. “When I heard persecution against my religion, I 
lost my head,” Greenbaum later said.

“And the next day, all of the newspapers that were supposed to say 
what a great rally it was talked about the one hero who busted it up,” 
Benson said.

This is very much a story of its time. Mobsters showing restraint 
against killing doesn’t seem very plausible in today’s world. But, Benson 
said, the threat to Jews remains.

“The forces of evil that the Jewish gangsters were fighting are with us 
today and scary as ever,” he said. “Who’s going to be Captain America? 
Who’s going to be the Judge Perlman and Meyer Lansky?”

Antisemites are small in number, Benson said, but they are just as 
brazen in their hatred as were the American Nazis in 1938. What’s the 
solution? Well, Perlman and Lansky may have used crude methods, but 
they succeeded in shaming the Bund.

“I don’t really want to advocate violence,” Benson said, “but it seems 
about time that all of society should subject them to the same level of 
embarrassment and shame and stigma if they behave in this way.”

MOBSTERS CONT. FROM PG 6

Meyer Lansky, bottom right, lent his services to Jewish leaders looking 
to counter the American Nazi movement. (Getty Images via JTA.org)

By REUTERS,  
The Jerusalem Post

The family of the Israeli 
author whose article 
inspired the 1986 Tom 
Cruise movie Top Gun on 
Monday sued Paramount 
Pictures for copyright 
infringement over this 
year’s blockbuster sequel 
Top Gun: Maverick.

According to a 
complaint filed in Los 
Angeles federal court, the 
Paramount Global unit 
failed to reacquire the 
rights to Ehud Yonay’s 
1983 article “Top Guns” 
from his family before 
releasing the “derivative” 
sequel.

Shosh Yonay and Yuval Yonay, who live in Israel and are respectively 
Ehud’s widow and son, said Paramount deliberately ignored that the 
copyright reverted to them in January 2020, “thumbing its nose” at 
federal copyright law.

Paramount said in a statement: “These claims are without merit, 

Israelis sue Paramount  
over ‘Top Gun: Maverick’

and we will defend ourselves 
vigorously.”

The lawsuit seeks unspecified 
damages, including some profits 

MAVERICK CONT. ON PG 15

US actor Tom Cruise reacts next to fellow cast and crew members during 
the premiere of ‘Top Gun: Maverick’ in London, Britain May 19, 2022. (credit: 
HENRY NICHOLLS/REUTERS)
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David A. Blustein
Quaker Hill - David Aron Blustein of Quaker Hill, passed 

away May 28, 2022. The oldest of four children, David was 
born Sept. 30, 1943, to Sylvia and Herman Blustein, and 
raised in the Rogers 
Park neighborhood of 
Chicago. Throughout 
his life, David never 
surrendered his 
happy, curious zest for 
life.

P r o f e s s i o n a l l y, 
David devoted his 
career to public 
service, including 

stints at the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, the 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration and as a civilian 
employee of the U.S. Navy and 
Army; the latter which brought him 
to the East Coast.

Known as a maker and tinkerer, David enjoyed fixing clocks, building 
model landmarks and creating multiple fun knick-knacks that he would 
“sell” for the mere price of postage in various mail order magazines. He 
loved activities that involved his children and grandchildren, especially 
riding bicycles and playing with toy cars. A foodie, David ground his 
own coffee, grew his own vegetables and relished every opportunity 
to visit some of Chicago and New London’s most iconic restaurants like 
Lou Malnati’s Pizzeria, Superdawg Drive-In and Captain Scott’s Lobster 
Dock.

His longtime partner, Golda Doyle; his children, Tami Blustein, Sara 
(Kieran) Blustein, Joshua Blustein and Gideon (Nicole) Blustein; and 
seven grandchildren survive David.

Funeral services took place at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, June 1, at Beth-
El Cemetery in Groton. In place of flowers, donations in honor of David 
can be made to Temple Emanu-El, Waterford, CT at www.tewaterford.
org. 

The Thomas L. Neilan & Sons Funeral Home, 12 Ocean Ave., New 
London, is assisting the family with the arrangements. Fond memories 
and expressions of sympathy for the Blustein family may be shared at 
www.neilanfuneralhome.com.

Boyton Beach, FL -- Jeannette Buder Gershowitz passed away on 
May 23, 2022 having just celebrated her centennial birthday. She was 
born in Holyoke, Massachusetts on May 16, 1922. She was married to 
Sidney Gershowitz of New London, CT, in 1947.  

Jeannette was predeceased by Sidney in 1989 and by her daughter, 
Elaine, in 1992.  

Jeannette was a long-time member of Congregation Beth El in New 
London, and a proud ‘Minyanaire’ who faithfully attended the daily 
morning minyan. 

For many years, Jeannette participated in the JFEC’s Senior Kosher 
Hot Lunch program when it was held at Congregation Beth El. She lived 
within walking distance of Beth El at 660 Ocean Ave. in New London and 
would arrive early and help with prep and setting the tables each week 
for the lunch.

Jeannette is survived by her daughter Sandie Kapp and her son-in-
law, Marty; her grandchildren: Howard and Lauren Kapp, Brian and 
Marnie Kapp, Pamela Kapp Ring and husband, Jeremy; and 6 great-
grandchildren: Ryan, Eli, Dani, Logan, Samantha, and Grayson.  

Jeannette was residing in Boynton Beach, Florida, at the time of 
her passing.  Her funeral took place at the Ohave Shalom Cemetery in 
Waterford, CT on Thursday, May 24 at 1:00 pm.

Donations in Jeannette’s memory may be made to Congregation Beth 
El of New London, CT.

Jeannette Gershowitz

New London - Sander “Sonny” 
Hendel, 91, passed away June 6, 
2022 at his home. He was born 
in New London, CT on December 
1, 1930, to Bernard T. and Janet 
(Shapiro) Hendel. His parents 
married in Lithuania and Bernard 
came to New London in 1925 to 
join his uncles and brother, the 
nucleus of the Hendel Family 
Association and Ahavath Chesed 
Congregation.

Sonny attended New London 
schools (was a “Bulkeley Boy”), 
the Ahavath Chesed Talmud 
Torah, graduated from Fitch High 
School in 1948 and attended Fort 
Trumbull branch of UConn.

He enlisted in the Air Force 
and served four years, spending 
30 months in the Far East during 
the Korean conflict, and was 
discharged as a staff sergeant.

His varied business career 
started with selling the Saturday 
Evening Post at age 8, to the 
family general store in Old Mystic, 
wholesale toy business, building 
management, ice cream store, Old 
Mystic Flea Market, an antique toy 
business which started as a brick 
and mortar retail store which he 
then successfully converted to an 
online store selling on Ebay, which 
he continued up until one month 
ago.

Sonny always looked upon 
himself as a family man, religious 
person, a very proud American 
(1st generation), had many friends 
throughout the world and felt as 
Will Rogers said, “Never met a 
person I did not like”. As a lifelong 
member of Congregation Ahavath 
Chesed, he also served as financial 
secretary for 20 years and was 
president from 2000 to 2006. He 
was also a 65-year Mason, Jewish 
War Veteran, member of the VFW, 
life member of the Hadassah and a 
member of a few “Matchbox Toy” 
organizations.

His family includes his loving 
wife of 45 years Brenda and 
devoted sons, Bruce and his wife 
Kelley, Brian and his husband 
Bob, and Robert, sister Toby 
Lieberman, brother Philip, many 
nieces, nephews, and close friends.

In lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made to Congregation 
Ahavath Chesed Synagogue 590 
Montauk Ave, New London. CT., 
06320 or Chabad of Eastern 
Connecticut, 41 Plant St, New 
London, CT. 06320.

Sander “Sonny” Hendel
The funeral service took place on Wednesday, June 8, 11 am at the 

Thomas L. Neilan & Sons Funeral Home, 12 Ocean Avenue, New London. 
Interment followed in Ahavath Chesed Cemetery, Boston Post Rd., 
Waterford.

Fond memories and expressions of sympathy for the family may be 
shared at www.neilanfuneralhome.com.

Mystic, CT -- Dr. Milton Kenneth Krantz, loving husband, father, 
grandfather. friend. passed away on Friday, May 13, 2022, at StoneRidge 
in Mystic Ct. Born in East Hartford Ct. in 1928, he was the youngest of 11 
children, and the first in his family to attend college.

He was an outstanding athlete and student in high school, also a class 
leader. He played soccer and basketball and managed to work at a local 
pharmacy as well. He received the only academic scholarship offered at 
his small high school.

In 1945, he began his studies at UConn. where he soon met his future 
wife, Bernice Gordon. They became inseparable at 17 years of age. They 
married in 1948. This marriage would last for almost 74 years.

At UConn, he majored in Zoology, maintaining his high grades, holding 
down 3 simultaneous jobs, and playing basketball for his fraternity. After 
UConn. he attended the Illinois College of Podiatry in Chicago, where he 
and Bernice lived for 4 years. Daily, after school, Milton worked at a shoe 
store. He graduated second in his class of 90. Their oldest son Allen was 
born in 1951 in Chicago. He became a Classical guitarist and composer, 
and college teacher.

In 1952, Dr. Krantz began practicing in Milford, CT., ultimately 
acquiring many associates and offices in the greater New Haven area. 
Son James was born in 1954. When Jim became a Podiatrist, his father 
proudly welcomed him into the large practice. In 1956, daughter 
Lauren was born. She became an Architect. When her parents retired 
to Charlestown, R.I. she built their dream house on Ninigret Pond. It 
became a summer magnet for the grandchildren. Clamming, crabbing, 
and tubing with grandpa were among the favorite activities.

Dr. Krantz, while living in Milford and Orange, was very involved in 
the communities. He had been Chairman of the Milford Board. of Health, 
Chairman of the Milford Library Assoc. and president of the Jewish 
Temple and Community Center. He was very active in his national and 
state professional organizations. In 1972, he led the initiative to enact 
important legislation benefitting the entire Podiatry Community. In 
1993, he retired from practice, having won many professional awards, 
including “Man of the Year”. 

After retiring to R.I., Dr. Krantz continued his volunteer efforts on the 
Zoning Bd. of Appeals. Ever the healer, he founded a free foot surgery 
clinic in a small local hospital in Mexico. It thrived seasonally for 8 years. 
Beyond Mexico, Milt and Bernice continued their love for world travel, 
usually without an itinerary, just a car and a map. 

When the Krantz’s retired to StoneRidge in 2012, Milton continued 
volunteering for many committees. He also served on the Residents 
Council for one term.

All his life, he loved watching sports, especially the Red Sox, and 
UConn men’s basketball. He himself was an excellent tennis player, 
Bridge player, gardener, and sailor. Partners and sailors for over 35 
years, the Krantz’s and friends shared four successive boats. This lasting 
partnership was so unusual that the N.Y Times wrote a feature article 
about them and their boats.

Milton Kenneth Krantz had a tremendous impact both on society 
and those who were privileged to know him. He was admired and loved 
by all. However, above all, he was a family man first. He will forever 
be remembered, especially by his wife Bernice, his children, and their 
spouses, and four beloved grandchildren, Charlotte, Brian, Bennett, and 
Max.

Please make any contributions in his memory to Save the Children or 
St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital, or to your personal choice. 

Milton K. Krantz

www.tewaterford.org
www.tewaterford.org
www.neilanfuneralhome.com
www.neilanfuneralhome.com
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There were quite a 
number of years when 
I was growing up when 
I saw my paternal 
grandparents on a weekly 
basis. My mother was 
gradually earning her Ph.D. 
in comparative literature 
from the City University 
of New York, and my 
grandparents would often 
babysit. Grandpa Nathan 
was an extremely quiet 
individual, but Grandma 
Rose spoke freely to us 
children in her heavily 
accented English. For years 
I had had this idea that had 
Grandma Rose spoken to 
us in the language in which 
she had communicated 
with her own children, I 
would have been fluent 
in Yiddish by the time 
I reached high school. 
As a grandfather, I think 
differently. My thinking now is that had my grandmother spoken to me 
exclusively in Yiddish, I simply would not have understood her. 

My two oldest grandchildren have reached an age where they speak 
full sentences: Noam turned three in November and Yehuda in April. 
Noam is exposed to both English and Hebrew at home, as my son Nathan 
tries to speak with him in English; whereas Yehuda is growing up solely 
with one language, as my son Elie speaks only Hebrew with him. 

This makes sense because Nathan is our oldest--he was nine and a 
half when we moved here in the summer of 1997, and Elie, our youngest 

child, was not even three years 
old when we made aliyah. When 
I speak with Yehuda, unless the 
context is obvious, there is no 
chance that he will understand my 
English. 

For example, if I ask Yehuda 
if he had fun in kindergarten, 
he will not react to my words. 
Interestingly, he will not say to me, 

Read from right to left. Notice the differences between male and female 
pronunciations.

“Saba, I do not understand what you 
are saying.” He will just not react. It’s 
almost as if my English words are some 
kind of background music. And so, if I 
want Yehuda to understand me, I have 
to speak with him in Hebrew. It’s true, 
I could perform this grand experiment 
where I absolutely only spoke English to 
Yehuda, and then in a dozen years or so, 
we could see if he had learned any English from me. 

I am unwilling to conduct this experiment because one thing is 
for sure: my relationship with Yehuda would be impaired because 
of it. In practice, I try doubling as much as possible, i.e., after 
speaking a sentence in Hebrew, I immediately give its English 
translation. 

With Noam, things are somewhat different. He knows what 
“English” is, he knows that there are different words in English 
for Hebrew words, and he knows some of these English words. 
Still, he will never spontaneously speak in English, and if I want 
to be more of a grandfather than English-language instructor 
to him, I feel a need to speak in Hebrew--though here too I will 
often immediately give the English translation, hoping that that 
accomplishes something. 

When Sarah and I were raising our children in Givat Ze’ev, 
we only spoke to them in English because that is our native 

tongue, and it was in our native tongue that we could most easily build a 
relationship with our children. Precisely because our grandchildren are 
growing up in exclusively (or close to it) Hebrew environments, the way 
to build a relationship with them is through Hebrew. 

Postscript: I always thought that I would like to be “Grandpa” rather 
than “Saba”; however, “Grandpa” has lost the battle for two reasons: it 
is not a Hebrew word, and due to the “r,” it’s a tough word for a native-
Hebrew speaker to pronounce. Do I want to absolutely insist that my 
grandchildren call me Grandpa rather than Saba? No. It’s enough that 
they experience the meaning of this English word with every fiber of 
their being: LOVE. 

from Top Gun: Maverick, and to block Paramount from distributing the 
movie or further sequels.

Biggest hit of the year
Top Gun: Maverick is this year’s biggest box office hit, generating 

$291 million in North America and $548.6 million globally in its first 10 
days of release.

The high-flying action film directed by Joseph Kosinski has received 
strong reviews, and has Cruise reprising his role as US Navy test pilot 
Pete “Maverick” Mitchell.

It is already Cruise’s highest-grossing film domestically, surpassing 
2005’s War of the Worlds.

The lawsuit
According to the June 6 lawsuit, Paramount obtained exclusive movie 

rights to “Top Guns,” published in the May 1983 issue of California 
magazine, before making the 1986 original, and even gave credit.

But the Yonays said Paramount deliberately ignored how the 
copyright reverted to them in January 2020, “thumbing its nose” at 
federal copyright law.

The Yonays said they sent Paramount a cease-and-desist letter on 
May 11, and that in response Paramount denied that the sequel derived 
from the 1983 article.

They said Paramount also argued that the sequel was “sufficiently 
completed” by the time the copyright reverted, in a “disingenuous 
attempt” to qualify for an exception to their claim. The Yonays said the 
sequel was completed in May 2021.

Lawyers for the Yonays did not 
immediately respond to requests 
for comment. Reached by phone, 
a woman who identified herself as 
Shosh Yonay and said her son was 
Yuval declined to comment.
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