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Passover -- 
the Festival of Freedom
More relevant than ever -- 

April 15-23, 2022

28
th

The Jewish Federation of Eastern Connecticut (JFEC) is proud to 
present eastern Connecticut’s 28th Jewish FilmFest (JFF), which will 
run from Thursday, April 28 - Sunday, June 12, 2022. Please visit jfec.
com for a full line-up of this year’s movies, FilmFest information and 
sponsors.

While COVID numbers appear to be on the decline, the well-being 
and safety of our community continues to be the FilmFest’s top prior-
ity. After a lengthy deliberation, the Committee felt it was in the best 
interest for our community to remain virtual for one more year, save 
one in-person screening of THE AUTOMAT (screening on June 2, 7:00 
pm at United Theatre in Westerly, RI. There will be a $10 charge to see 
the film in-person and all proceeds benefit the Jewish FilmFest). 

In addition to the THE AUTOMAT, there are five additional films 
that will be screened over a six week period. They include NEIGH-
BOURS; GAME CHANGERS; TIGER WITHIN; WET DOG; and BACK 
TO MARCANÃ.

Look for a postcard in your mailbox in the next 5-10 days with de-
tails about the movies being screened along with dates and times.

The 2022 FilmFest will once again offer the opportunity to screen 
all films from the comfort and safety of your home and for a second 
year, the JFF Committee will bring you the virtual movies free of charge. 
However, the FilmFest welcomes and encourages all those who watch 
the film to donate towards the FilmFest costs. Donations can be made 
online, jfec.com, when registering for film(s) or mail a check to: JFEC 
/ 28 Channing Street / New London, CT 06320. Please include “2022 

FilmFest” in the memo. Your contribution 
ensures the FilmFest continues to bring 
high-quality and Jewish-themed films 
from around the world going forward.

Thursday-Sunday, April 28 – May 1 
NEIGHBOURS (2021, 124 minutes, 

Arabic, Kurdish, Hebrew w/English 
subtitles)

A small village on the Syrian-Turkish 
border in the early 1980s: The six-year-
old Kurdish boy Sero experiences his first 

Presented by the Jewish Federation of Eastern CT
April 28 – June 12, 2022

On Sunday, April 24 at 2 p.m., the Jewish Federation of Eastern CT 
(JFEC) in partnership with Hadassah’s Henny Simon Remembrance 
will be presenting the annual Community Yom HaShoah Service and 
Program. In addition to commemorating the Holocaust with a tradi-
tional candle-lighting service, there will be a panel discussion with 
German teachers and students and children of survivors. How do Ger-
man young people learn about, react to, and incorporate their under-
standing of the Holocaust into their lives and experiences? How have 
the children of survivors dealt with their loved ones’ legacies through 
remembrances and return to Germany?

Whether it be the monuments and museums, the Stolpersteine 
markers in front of Holocaust victims’ homes, reparations to survivors, 
and German legislation making Holocaust denial illegal, Germany has 
initiated many projects to commemorate, atone for and mourn what 
Nazism wrought. 

One of the initiatives is inviting survivors to the cities and towns of 
their birth, in a reconciliation program meant to help mend ties with 
the communities where they were forced out by the Nazis and led to 

Return, Remembrance, 
Reconciliation 

Community Yom HaShoah Program on April 24

Henny Simon returneed to Han-
nover, Germany in July 2014 
and is on the steps of the New 
Town Hall with the Mayor of 
Hannover, Stefan Schostok RETURN CONT. ON PG 15

By Ron Kampeas, JTA
The Senate in a voice vote unanimously confirmed Deborah Lip-

stadt, the Holocaust scholar who endured delays and a contentious 
hearing in her nomination to be antisemitism monitor.

The vote late Wednesday, March 30, 2022, took mere seconds. “The 
ayes appear to have it,” Sen. Tammy Baldwin, the Wisconsin Democrat 
who was presiding over the session, said after calling for a vote. “The 
ayes do have it. The nomination is confirmed.” There were no “Nos.”

It was not clear from the C-Span video, which Georgia Democrat Jon 
Ossoff posted on his Twitter feed, how many senators were present for 
the vote to confirm Lipstadt to the State Department role.

Still, the fact that none of Lipstadt’s erstwhile Republican critics 
demanded debate or a headcount — actions that could have further 
delayed her nomination — was in sharp contrast to the procedural 
maneuvers Republicans used for months to delay her confirmation.

Ossoff introduced the motion to nominate Lipstadt in part because 
he represents Georgia, where Lipstadt teaches at Emory University, 

Senate confirms Lipstadt as  
antisemitism monitor

but he also noted his Jewish roots 
in his 4-minute speech.

“It was U.S. forces who liberat-
ed Dachau and Buchenwald. and 
Annie and Israel, my great-grand-
parents, they got out of Europe,” 
Ossoff said. “Many of my family 
did not, Madam President, and 
they perished in the Holocaust. 
This isn’t ancient history. This 
is recent history. And right now, 
as we speak, the scourge of an-
tisemitism is rising again, in this 
country and around the world. If 
we mean the words ‘never again,’ 

LIPSTADT CONT. ON PG 15
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Candle Lighting for Eastern CT area

Energy Saving  
Windows & Doors! 
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Since 1946 

How can we have a synagogue 
with no building?
While Beth El continues to search for our new home, our friends at Temple Emanu-El 
have generously welcomed us to use their facility for in-person events as well as their 
kitchen. Zoom has also allowed us to conduct many programs and services while 
providing safe distancing in the comfort of our homes. “Tune in” or join us at one 
of Beth El’s many events – we welcome you! 

SERVICES
•  Daily Minyan, Shabbat & Holiday Services
 Some hybrid: in-person & Zoom
 Homemade challah & sweets on Shabbat

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS 
•  Educational Presentations
•  Talks by local speakers
•  Lunch & Learn with the Rabbi
SOCIAL EVENTS
•  Distanced Gatherings
•  Musical Events
•  Curbside Meal Offerings
•  Schmooze Before & After Zoom Events 
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME! 860.442.0418 • bethel-nl.org

New Ads -- USE this one instead of one 
with pic of Rabbi

5.5” x 4”

A Torah Minute – Shabbos haGadol
By Rabbi Yosef Resnick

This Shabbos, the Shabbos before Pesach, 
is known as Shabbos haGadol. There are 
many customs for this Shabbos; different 
communities have different customs. Here is 
one that you can do.

We read part of the Passover Hagga-
dah on Shabbat haGadol, beginning from 
the paragraph that begins with the words 
“Avadim hayinu” (“We were slaves”) until 
the words, “lechaper al kol avonotaynu” (“to 
atone for all of our sins”). One reason for 

this is that the redemption began on Shabbat haGadol. Another rea-
son is to familiarize the children with the contents of the Haggadah, in 
fulfillment of the mitzvah of “You shall tell your children on that day.” 
Yet another reason is that the reading from the Haggadah on Shabbat 
haGadol is like a rehearsal for the Seder night, and helps us to become 
more familiar with the text.

At the moment, we are all engaged in searching and cleaning for 
chometz. Chometz, a risen, puffed-up bread, represents ego, which is 
often “inflated and puffed-up.” Mahatma Ghandi once said.

“When the ego dies, the soul awakes.” 
Matzo, a flat bread, represents humility. As we search and clean for 

chometz, one intention/kavannah we can have is that we are banish-
ing and transforming any negative aspects of our ego, and integrating 
true humility. The soul awakens!

I wish us all the greatest hatzlacha in accomplishing this!  
Everyone is always welcome to visit our Norwich Jewish commu-

nity, and to become a member of our growing C.B.O.J. community.

Rabbi Yosef Resnick, M.Ed.
Brothers of Joseph Synagogue
Historic Norwich, Connecticut, the “Rose of New England”
Cell: 781.201.0377
Google virtual office phone: 339.364.3044

Please update 
your address
When you forget to let us 

know you will be moving either 
permanently to another locale 
or heading to Florida to stay 
warm over the winter months, 
the USPS charges the Jew-
ish Leader 67 cents for each 
paper returned to us labeled 
Temporarily Away or Unable to 
Forward.

To keep our database cur-
rent please contact Mimi or 
Jenn at 860-442-8062 or at 
office@jfec.com and let us 
know when you are leaving, if 
and when you are returning, 
and whether you would like to 
receive the paper while you are 
away or at your new address.

Thank you for your thought-
fulness.

mailto:office@jfec.com
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Remember to send in your subscription

Senior Connections

The Jewish Federation of Eastern Connecticut Friendly Visitor 
Program celebrated Purim last month by distributing 110 holiday 
themed gift bags to Jewish residents of long-term care facilities and 
homebound Jewish residents in the Eastern Connecticut area. We also 
provided visits and programs. 

The bags were assembled by members of the Temple Emanu-El Sis-
terhood. In addition to having fun enjoying each other’s company while 
working on this worthwhile initiative, all Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood 
members who participated received some free hamantaschen! Yum! 

Bags were distributed and visits were done by persons affiliated 
with Ahavath Achim in Colchester, Beth El in New London, Beth Jacob 
in Norwich, Bnai Israel in Willimantic, as well as the Temple Emanu-
El Sisterhood. In addition, Purim programs were offered. The Purim 
party at Solstice Senior Living in Groton was coordinated by Eileen 
Shapiro. Eileen stated that “It was a lot of fun! Lots of smiling and gele-
khter! We all got a kick out of how we were sitting in a room decorated 
with shamrocks on the wall for St. Patrick’s Day celebrating Purim, so 
we decided to celebrate both holidays! In addition, the staff at Solstice 
Senior Living provided a delicious spread of hamantaschen and fruit 
salad along with beverages which everyone enjoyed.”

Right now, the Friendly Visitor Program is gearing up for Passover 
which starts on April 15. If you would like to volunteer or if you would 
like a friendly visitor to contact you, please contact Eileen Shapiro 
at jfriendlyvisitorect@gmail.com.

Friendly Visitor Program  
celebrates Purim!

Volunteers assemble Purim bags at Temple Emanu-El for Jewish se-
niors in area rehab and nursing homes as part of the JFEC’s Friendly 
Visitor Program.

Jewish seniors from one of the area rehab centers enjoy the contents 
of their Purim bags provided by the JFEC Friendly Visitor Program 
and distributed by volunteers  from area synagogues.

Kosher Hot Lunches are once again being held at Temple Emanu-El 
29 Dayton Road in Waterford. Dona Casey has taken over senior pro-
gramming and TVCCA is back providing the food for Dona to prepare 
each week. 

Please remember to contact Dona between 12-2 pm the Wednes-
day prior to the lunch you want to sign up for so she can order enough 
food from TVCCA. Dona’s number is 860-271-1322.

All lunches will be served at 12 noon on Mondays in the Social 
Hall of Temple Emanu-El unless otherwise noted. There is a sug-
gested donation of $3 per person that is paid at the door.

April 11 – Lemon herb baked 
haddock, rice pilaf, and mixed 
vegetables.

April 18 – NO LUNCHEON 
– Passover. Please note change 
from March-April Maven.

April 25 -- Herb roasted salm-
on, rice pilaf, mixed vegetables. 
Please note change from March-
April Maven.

Dear Jewish Leader,
Thank you for the detailed summary of Russian histori-

cal persecution of Ukrainians, and Ukrainian Jews, an out-
standing March 25, 2022, publication in total. 

Stalin’s hateful mission was, of course, legendary, as he 
set out to eradicate not only the people, but also the entire 
culture. For example, claiming to champion the legacy of 
the Ukrainian national musical instrument, the bandura, 
he gathered the 200 most proficient bandura musicians, 
purportedly to record their performances and had them 
shot.

A cousin of my mother’s father, born Lev Davidovich 
Bronshtein, was also a famous target of Stalin’s. He was 
better known as Leon Trotsky.

Nathan Wise
Old Saybrook, CT

Editor’s Note: Here is some background information 
on the bandura and Leon Trotsky to give you context for 
Mr. Wise’s letter.

The primary musical figures of Ukraine have always 
been the “kobzars,” the itinerant musician who has tradi-
tionally played “bandura” (zither) and spread folk music 
and poetry.

Kobzars were such an important part of Ukraine’s na-
tional identity at the beginning of the Soviet period that 
Stalin invited the nation’s kobzars to a conference, arrest-
ed them and…worse. The Soviets replaced independent, 
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multicultural Ukrainian music 
with sterile, state-sponsored or-
chestras and effectively prohib-
ited musical expression.

After the Soviet Union col-
lapsed a new crop of musicians 
rose to revive the folk traditions 
of Ukraine, though with the as-
cendance of modern music like 
rock, pop and hip hop, a legiti-
mate kobzar is hard to find. (from 
All Around This World website)

TROTSKY (Bronstein), LEV 
DAVIDOVICH (Leon; 1879–
1940), Russian revolutionary, 
Soviet and Communist leader. 
Trotsky was the son of a Jewish 
farmer of Ivanovka, Ukraine. He 
studied mathematics at Odessa 
University but gave up his stud-
ies to devote himself to revolu-
tionary activities and joined the 
illegal Social Democratic Party 
in 1896. (from Jewish Virtual Li-
brary website)



mailto:jfriendlyvisitorect@gmail.com
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By Carol Goodman Kaufman
From the seder plate with its many symbolic foods, to the ins and 

outs of cleaning, koshering, and cooking, Passover can be a daunting 
task for those who observe it to the nth degree. On the upside: it’s a 
great opportunity to find things that have gone missing during the 
year. That earring! That receipt!

Oh, and the cooking. The regular rules of kashrut aren’t challeng-
ing enough. No, we sell the foods in our pantries and shop for pro-
visions that comply with the extra-stringent rules of the holiday. But 
even that’s not enough. For centuries, Ashkenazi tradition prohibited 
the consumption of rice, beans, corn, seeds, and legumes on Passover. 
But the Torah never mentions those items as forbidden. And by the 
way, corn wasn’t even introduced to Europe from its origins in Mexico 
until the late 15th century. Some scholars believe that the biblical word 
“corn” referred to another plant food, but that didn’t stop the rabbis 
from prohibiting the stuff that grows on cobs.

But thanks to a responsa written by Rabbi David Golinkin in 1989, 
those foods are now permissible, although many Ashkenazim still 
won’t eat them. Golinkin basically argued that the prohibition was ri-
diculous and said that we should do as the Sephardim do. As I’m sure 
I’ve written before in this space, kol hakavod for bringing reason to 
the discussion. 

But there is one other food that has yet to bridge the Sephardi/
Ashkenazi divide: lamb. Growing up, we never had lamb for our seder 
meal. When I asked my mother why, she simply said it was not in our 
tradition to do so. It was only as an adult that I learned why neither she 
nor my bubbe ever served lamb at either of the two seders. 

Herein is the section of the Torah that educates us on the connec-
tion between Passover and the lamb:

21 “Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to 
them, ‘Go at once and select the animals for your families and 
slaughter the Passover lamb. 22 Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into 
the blood in the basin and put some of the blood on the top and on 
both sides of the doorframe. None of you shall go out of the door of 
your house until morning. 23 When the Lord goes through the land 
to strike down the Egyptians, he will see the blood on the top and 
sides of the doorframe and will pass over that doorway, and he will 
not permit the destroyer to enter your houses and strike you down.

24 Obey these instructions as a lasting ordinance for you and 
your descendants. 25 When you enter the land that the Lord will 
give you as he promised, observe this ceremony. 26 And when your 
children ask you, ‘What does this ceremony mean to you?’’27 then 
tell them, ‘It is the Passover sacrifice to the Lord, who passed over 
the houses of the Israelites in Egypt and spared our homes when 
he struck down the Egyptians.’ Then the people bowed down and 
worshiped. 

 The Israelites did just what the Lord commanded Moses and 
Aaron.”

Passover traditions – to eat lamb or not?

Ashkenazim do not eat lamb 
at the seder meal. Why? Because 
they believe that doing so is 
equivalent to eating the paschal 
sacrifice that was intended to be 
made only at the Temple in Jeru-
salem. With the Temple no longer 
standing, the rabbis reasoned, 
there was no longer a place to 
offer that sacrifice, so we should 
not partake of it.

Ashkenazi Jews do, however, 
place a zeroa, or shank bone, on 
the Passover table as a symbol 
both of God’s outstretched arm 
that lifted us out of slavery, and 
of that Temple sacrifice that the 
rabbis reasoned prohibits eat-
ing lamb. Today, of course, many 
Jews use a chicken leg instead of 
a shank bone, and vegetarians 
use a beet instead of any animal 
part.  

Since both sides of my fam-
ily came from Eastern Europe, 
we followed Ashkenazi tradi-
tion. Hence, no lamb at our seder 
meals.

But I’m confused. The Exo-
dus from Egypt, whose narrative 
forms the basis of the Passover 
seder, took place before we re-
ceived the Torah at Sinai. There-
fore, we had no laws governing 
sacrifices, much less a Temple at 
which to offer them.

Enter another tradition that 
came with the Sephardim, the 
Jews who escaped the Iberian 
Peninsula during the Inquisition. 
According to the Sephardi inter-
pretation, lamb is integral to the 
seder. As Rabbi Batshir Torchio 
explains, The Sephardim “are re-
enacting that last evening before 
the Jews left Egypt and are liter-
ally ingesting the narrative of the 
Exodus from Egypt toward be-

coming a nation.” (Lest one think this is too radical a departure from 
tradition, only the kosher parts of the animal are permitted.)

So, wouldn’t ewe know it? We Jews have something else to argue 
about. To lamb or not to lamb? I sheepishly present the following rec-
ipe.

Passover Mina
Serves 8

Mina is a Sephardi savory pie that has also found popularity among 
the Egyptian Jewish community. While it can be made either dairy or 
meat, the one offered here is composed of layers of ground lamb, veg-
etables, and matzah. Sort of a pesachdik lasagna.

The word mina is Ladino for mine or quarry. You will certainly en-
joy digging into this golden dish as it is a bonanza of flavors. 

If you’re not a fan of lamb, this dish is delicious made with ground 
beef.

Ingredients:
8 squares matzah
2 Tbsps. extra virgin olive oil
1 bunch leeks, white and light green parts only, sliced thin
4 Tbsps. minced garlic
2 lb. ground lamb or ground beef
1 tablespoon cinnamon
1 tablespoon cumin
½ tsp.  allspice
1 tablespoon kosher salt
1½ teaspoons black pepper
1 tsp. sugar
½ cup coarsely chopped parsley
½ cup coarsely chopped dill 
One 28-oz. can crushed tomatoes 
½ cup pine nuts, toasted lightly
4 large eggs, lightly beaten plus 1 large egg, lightly beaten
3 large eggs, hardboiled and chopped

Directions:
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F.
Coat a 9”x13” casserole dish with vegetable spray
In a large skillet, heat olive oil until it is hot but not smoking. 
Add the leeks and garlic. Cook until soft.
Add ground lamb, salt, black pepper, spices, and sugar. Cook until 

the meat is brown, stirring occasionally and breaking it up into uni-
form little bits.  

Lower to medium heat, add the toasted pine nuts, chopped parsley, 
and dill, and mix well. Cook 5 minutes.

Pour in the crushed tomatoes and mix well. Bring the mixture to 
a boil over high heat and cook for 3 minutes, then lower the heat to 
medium and cook an additional 5 minutes.

Remove from heat and set aside until room temperature. Mix in the 
four beaten eggs and the chopped eggs.

Cover the bottom of the casserole dish with two pieces of matzah. 
Spread a third of the filling over the matzah. 
Top with more matzah, then repeat until there are three layers. 
Lightly moisten the last two matzahs with water. Lightly!! You don’t 

want mushy matzah.*
Lay the two matzahs across top.
Brush the one remaining egg over the top of the matzah.
Bake until the top is golden, about 45 minutes. 
Cool for 15 minutes before serving.

*Many recipes have you soak all the matzah, but I have found that 
they absorb plenty of liquid during cooking.
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A Shidduch in Delray
Jonas Shimmel sat across from his brother at the Delray diner.
“Listen, Pinchas. Take a chance. You can’t spend every day shut up 

in your room.”
Pinchas nodded. “I know, I know, but I need time.”
“Time Shmime, what you need is a woman.”
Pinchas shifted uncomfortably in his chair. “But Fanny…” he 

croaked, his voice breaking. “What would she say if she knew?”
Jonas hesitated, stared into his brother’s eyes and nodded. “She’d 

say, get on with your life you shmendrick.”
“You think?”
“I know.”
“But the children…his voice trailed off. “What will they think?
“When was the last time one of your children actually called?”
Pinchas pursed his lips, lost in thought. “A month ago, I think, no 

maybe two months. I can’t recall.” 
“And a visit?”
Pinchas put a hand on his chin. Not since Covid. Two years? I guess.”
“Exactly, so do this for me. No, even better. Do this for yourself.” 

Then Jonas handed him an index card.
Pinchas stared at the number scrawled on the card. “Sisters, you 

say?”
“Twins?” One for you, one for me. You never know. It could change 

your life.”
* * * 

A week later Pinchas stood in front of the mirror fussing with his 
tie. Fanny always tied them so perfectly. He stared at his reflection, 
frowning at the grey hairs peeking from his ears, the furrows in his 
forehead, the sagging skin around his neck. When did I turn into an 
old man?

Perhaps he’d never paid attention to his slow decline while Fanny 
was in the picture, or perhaps aging accelerates when you’re alone. Ei-
ther way, he’d have to make the best of it. After all, a promise is a prom-
ise. He ran a comb through his salt and pepper hair, shaved, and used a 
dab of cologne behind his ears. I’m doing this for Jonas, he thought. But 
now he walked out the door and turned towards the rendezvous at the 
beach his mood lifted. The hint of a smile creased his lips and his heart 
beat faster. What will it feel like to have a date?

Josephine Katz knocked on her sister’s door. “So, you ready Judy?” 
When there was no answer she retrieved the extra key from under the 
flower pot on the porch and opened the door. She stared in disbelief at 
her sister, sprawled on the couch. “Judy, why aren’t you ready.

Judy sighed, averted her gaze. “I don’t know, maybe it’s too soon.”
Josephine raised her eyebrows. “Is five years too soon to take a 

chance on changing your life? 
“Of course, you’re right. It’s crazy, but I keep thinking: “What would 

Jacob say? 
“He’d say, “You’ve grieved enough. Time to move on. Besides you’re 

doing this for me, remember. How long since we last double dated? A 
half century? And Jonas really wants you to meet his brother.”

Judy rose from the couch. “All right I’ll do this for you.” She trudged 
to the bathroom and began coloring her cheeks with a hint of rouge. 
She applied a touch of mascara to her eyelashes, then gazed at her re-
flection. A hint of a smile crossed to her lips. What will it feel like to 
have a real date after all these years?

* * * 

The wheels of fate turn more slowly in Southern Florida, but one 
Saturday night Jonas Pinchas, Judy, and Josephine, converged on the 
Delray Diner for a light repast.

“Hello Josephine! This must be Judy,” Jonas said, a broad smile 

across his lips. “May I introduce 
my brother, Pinchas.” 

Pinchas merely stared, his 
jaw agape, for Judy was far from 
the homely tag-a-long sister he’d 
been imagining. She nodded, but 
when Jonas smiled and offered 
his arm she glanced away and 
took a step back. They walked 
the two blocks to the diner. Jo-
nas and Josephine led the way, 
arm in arm, chatting casually 
while Pinchas and Judy lagged 
behind. Judy walked with her 
arms crossed, occasionally glanc-
ing at Pinchas out of the corner 
of her eye. Pinchas walked stiff-
ly, his head erect and his eyes 
straight ahead. He glanced over 
again and again, but when for 
a moment their eyes locked, he 
quickly looked away, placed his 
hands behind his back and began 
to whistle. Judy smiled. He’s ner-
vous. And with that realization 
the knot in her own stomach re-
laxed. He’s taller than I imagined, 
and more youthful. Must have 
been quite handsome back in the 
day, not that it’s so important. But 
as they reached the front steps of 
the diner and Pinchas offered his 
hand, she took it and the hint of a 
smile creased her features. 

“You know, you’ve a beautiful 
smile,” Pinchas said. She blushed. 
Then the foursome took a booth 
in the corner. Pinchas buried his 
head in his menu. Judy did the 
same, reading the evening’s of-
ferings as if they were the most 
fascinating prose—anything to 
blunt the awkwardness of actu-
ally talking to one another.

Jonas and Josephine carried 
the conversation admirably, 
keeping up a stream of stories 
about their sibling’s childhood 
exploits, anything not to let the 
chatter end. While they bantered, 
Judy and Pinchas remained si-
lent. Once, Pinchas opened his 
mouth to insert a quip, but so 
out of practice was he at social 
interaction that the moment 
passed, leaving him feeling even 
more incompetent. Once Judy be-
gan to speak, but Josephine was 
laughing so hard at one of Jonas’s 
jokes, that no one heard Judy and 

she fell silent, chuckling politely, a sheen of sweat on 
her forehead. She glanced at Pinchas, who rolled his 
eyes, in a manner that indicated that he too was suf-
fering. She wiped her forehead with her napkin and 
tried not to focus on the throbbing in her temples. This 
is torture.

Pinchas watched Josephine and Jonas’s faces, their 
eyes dancing. They are trying way to hard. Fortunate-
ly, the meals came quickly, and the act of eating took 
some of the pressure off.

“How about dessert?” the waiter said.
“You know, I’ve got a bit of a headache,” Judy said. 

You three go ahead. I think I’ll take a little walk to the 
beach to get some fresh air.”

“I can come with you, sis,” Josephine said.
“No, I’d like to take a walk too, if you don’t mind,” said Pinchas, slip-

ping out of the booth quickly, fixing his brother with a look that said, 
don’t follow us. 

So, Judy and Pinchas, an awkward couple if there ever was one, 
walked down Atlantic Avenue towards the beach pavilion overlooking 
the water. After a long silence Pinchas took a deep breath. “You know, 
I never was much good at small talk, that was always Jonas’s specialty, 
but I’m a good listener.”

Judy laughed. “Yes, and with Judy for a sister I never have to work 
on my conversational skills.”

Their eyes met and this time Judy didn’t look away. They contin-
ued walking towards the pavilion, the space between them narrowing. 
They sat on a bench, watching cruise ships passing in the distance, the 
stars coming out one by one. They said little, enjoying the silence.

“I’ve had a hard time getting over the loss of my husband,” she 
blurted.

“I know just how you feel.” And although Pinchas felt the urge to tell 
her all about his Fanny, he refrained, letting her pour out her feelings 
as if a dam had burst.

“Here, take my handkerchief,” he said. Again they sat in silence, 
Judy dabbing at her eyes, the mascara staining her cheeks and Pin-
chas’s handkerchief. “Don’t worry, I’ve got plenty more,” he said.

An hour passed. Then two, time slipping by as the sound of the 
surf washed over them, while they spoke of their loss. Finally, Pinchas 
glanced at his watch. “Oh my God, it’s 11 o’clock.”

They left the pavilion and headed back up Atlantic Avenue towards 
their condominiums. They walked slowly as is the prerogative of se-
nior citizens, but their steps felt lighter, their backs less bent. 

“See you tomorrow,” he said when they parted.
“I’ll have to check my calendar,” she said, laughing.

The end

JCHS students dance to a different tune
Rav Jeremy Schwartz (l) of Temple Bnai Israel in Willimantic 
and the JCHS students are on their feet exploring Jewish/Is-
raeli folk dance. From the shtetel to today, through the pio-
neers’ era, young Israel and more, students are learning about 
the music, history and different influences that have shaped 
the dances, while getting a good cardio exercise as the fast 
pace music is picking up.
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Realtor Corner

Sunday, April 24th at 2pm 

A CONVERSATION WITH GERMANS: 
What is the German view of the Holocaust today?

JFEC and Hadassah's Henny Simon Remembrance
present

 The Annual Community
Yom HaShoah Program

New Ads --  5.5X4

REALLY!?
By Geoff Hausmann

In the last two weeks, I have experienced 
many weird things while viewing proper-
ties. I showed a home in Waterford only to 
find that the bedrooms were the size of clos-
ets, the floor made you feel that you were on a roller coaster and when 
I went into the basement, I decided to vacate this property as I was 
afraid of this building falling on me due to all the structural issues I 
saw. One would expect that the list price would be under $100,000, 
but this price was 3 times as much. I told my clients that this was not 
a home I wanted to sell them only to find out that there was a bidding 
war on this property days later. I still do not understand what I was 
missing.

I then had the opportunity to view a duplex in Groton. The first 
side tenant allowed us in to view the 3 rooms on the first floor and the 
basement. With so much stuff in these rooms I was wondering what 
the upstairs was going to be like only to discover this landlord rents 
the second floor to totally different tenants. This was a three-bedroom 
unit meant for 1 tenant. Every room had a space heater in it, so I asked 
if the heat was working. The tenant told me that the boiler works a 
little without producing heat, so they decided to purchase the heaters. 
This tenant paid $1,200 a month with the upstairs paying $1,300. 

Then the fun came when we ventured to the other side of the build-
ing. This tenant allowed us entry and informed us that we were not 
allowed to open any doors as people may be sleeping. I asked the ques-
tion on how many people are living in this three-bedroom unit and 
was told 8 adults. We were allowed in the kitchen which was packed 
with various kinds of cereal boxes and tunneled our way to the base-
ment where we found the pile of disconnected smoke detectors for 
the unit. The 8 adults paid $1,400. The roof was showing the age, the 
windows were the older style, but it had a nice yard. Asking $300,000, 
they had no issue going under contract quickly.

Then came the parent award. I was meeting the listing agent at this 
property and arrived a few minutes early and witnessed this person 
putting two kids on the school bus. One would think a good beginning. 
I walked in to find this adult lying on his bed smoking which filled the 
unit with an aroma. There were 3 bedrooms in this unit, and I can hon-
estly state that I have no idea what the floor looked like as you could 
not see it. Each room was covered with from one side to the other with 
piles of clothing. I was shocked how much clothing was in this unit. I 
did witness 2 mice tunneling through the second bedroom. 

Then came the winner of them all. I was showing this multi where 
one of the bedrooms were locked. I asked the tenant if there was any 
way to get into this room and she told the 4-year-old son to go unlock 
this bedroom. Out of frustration, he put his game down and ran into 
the kitchen. Thinking he was going to get the key; he returns with a 
fork and runs upstairs to this room and unlocks the door. 

The sad thing is that I have several more stories about the units I 
have visited lately. Today, there are 33 active multifamily properties 
available in all New London County. With so little inventory, anything 
or everything goes. It does not matter if the property is falling apart, if 
you list it, you have the potential for getting top dollar for the property 
regardless of your wonderful tenants. 
Warning

Towns are now having tax auctions. When the property owner does 
not pay their real estate taxes, the town will perform a quick foreclo-
sure, so they are allowed to auction off the property to retrieve the 
taxes. Buyers think they are getting a bargain, but instead you could 
be obtaining a big headache. Prior to going to a tax auction, PLEASE 
CONTACT YOUR ATTORNEY! 
=================

Please remember you can search for homes at www.CallThe-
HouseMan.com.

Do you have a question about real estate? Advice/responses will 
be made by: Geoff Hausmann,  RE/MAX on the Bay, 860-443-4400, 
Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com

Publication Dates -
Fridays

Article/Advertising
Deadlines - Fridays

Issue #

April 8 (Passover issue)                       April 1 7
April 29                            April 22 8

May 13 May 6 9
May 27 May  20 10
June 10 June 3 11
June 24 June 17 12

    The Jewish Leader -- 2022                              
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Mimi Perl, Editor / Email – mimi@jfec.com / Tel: 860-442-8062
Published twice  monthly on Fridays to 1,400 households annually
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Hadassah News
President’s Message

by Karen Bloustine

ASKED CONT. ON PG 12

Time for a Women’s Seder
Monday, April 11 at 7 PM on Zoom

I remember the first Women’s Seder I attended - it was in Nashville, 
Tennessee in 2004. I have read that the first Women’s Seder was orga-
nized in Haifa in 1975 and led to the production of the The Women’s 
Haggadah, which followed the traditional Seder outline but added ref-
erences to Jewish women in our ancient past as well as contemporary 
Jewish women’s experiences.

So on Monday, April 11 at 7 p.m., on Zoom, in cooperation with the 
Sisterhood of Temple Emanu-El, we will be presenting a Women’s Sed-
er. The inspiration and creation of the Seder is from Faye Ringel and 
Roz Etra. It is important to note that all women are invited, without 
regard to any synaogue or Jewish affiliation or location.  

Women’s Seders have become a phenomenon of our time. The Jew-
ish feminist Francine Klagsbrun has said: “Thousands of Jewish women 
throughout the world celebrate Passover with an evening of ceremony 
and remembrance led by women for women.”

Why? Perhaps the answer lies in the very beginnings of Jewish life. 
The Exodus story in the Torah, the tales of slavery and redemption 
are stories of courageous women playing key roles in the saving and 
liberation of the Jewish people. So, the midwives, Shifra and Puah, 
defy Pharoah’s orders and help male Hebrew babies live. Pharoah’s 
daughter adopts the baby she saves from the river, and Miriam, Moses’ 
sister connects Pharoah’s daughter with a nursemaid for the baby - 
Yocheved, his and Miriam’s mother. In the traditional Haggadah, these 
women are missing. Moses is absent too, but in the references to peo-
ple in the Haggadah, men and boys are mentioned. Perhaps as Rabbi 
Susan P. Fendrick has stated: “Passover is fundamentally a story of lib-
eration - a story the telling of which feminists . .. embrace, as elemental 
to our own journey as Jewish feminists.”

Do not wait for a formal invitation - Just contact me at bloustinek@
gmail.com to get the Link for the Seder. Invite your friends to your 
home and join us all on Zoom. We will have readings and singing and 
sharing that you will enjoy! I hope to see many of you on April 11 at 
7 p.m.

Thank you, members, Associates, friends, and neighbors who im-
mediately sent contributions to support Hadassah to specifically help 
the people of Ukraine. As of last week, our chapter sent over $5,000 
from over 60 generous contributors to Hadassah Medical Organiza-
tion. 

To inform you of how you 
helped, please read the fol-
lowing information.

On Monday, March 7, the 
Hadassah Medical Organiza-
tion sent an emergency del-
egation to southern Poland, 
where Ukrainian refugees 
have been streaming across 
the border by the tens of 
thousands. The four-person 
delegation traveled to the 
Medical University of Lublin, 
the city’s largest hospital and 
just 70 miles from Poland’s 
border. They shared their experience with the local medical teams in 
how to triage trauma patients, and work with the Lublin hospital to 
assess the resources and personnel that will be needed to treat the 
refugees, whose swelling numbers may soon stretch the hospital’s ca-
pacity to its limit.

By Tuesday, March 15, a second team of doctors from the Hadas-
sah Medical Organization arrived at Ukraine border.

Led by internal medicine expert Ya’arit Rebak, MD, the team of 
Hadassah internists, pediatricians and nurses has been given medi-
cal responsibility for Ukrainian refugees at the border crossing close 
to Przemyśl in southeastern Poland. There, thousands of refugees are 

HADASSAH asked …YOU answered
recovering from their ordeal and 
waiting to go to eastern Poland 
and elsewhere in Europe. The 
work, a joint effort of Hadassah 

and its sister organizations, Ha-
dassah International and Hadas-
sah Medical Organization is be-
ing coordinated with the World 
Health Organization, the Polish 
health authorities, the Polish Red 
Cross and NATAN Worldwide Di-
saster Relief.

To enable real-time guidance, 
the Lublin and Hadassah teams 

By Corinne Weber & Sheila Horvitz
As we write, there are reports that half of Ukraine’s children are 

refugees from the War, some fleeing with families and some alone. 
For the Jewish families of Ukraine, what will Pesach be like for them? 
Throughout our history, no matter the peril or devastation, we have 
found a way to celebrate Passover - from the secret cellars where the 
Marranos of Spain made their seders, to the Concentration Camps and 
Displaced Persons camps throughout history, whenever we were 
a step away from the loss of life and Torah, we read the Haggadah. 
Here in America, how we need to appreciate our freedom to 
openly pray and celebrate. We all have memories from our 
Passovers. Here are a few from our community.

Faye Ringel
My best Passover memories revolve around my parents who (un-

Passover Memories
til they became too frail) always 
welcomed guests, often non-Jew-
ish ones, to our Passover seders. 
I would usually lead; they began 
deferring to me from the time 
I was about 12. I guess I was al-
ways loud and bossy and loved to 
sing and impart knowledge. My 
father and brother would drink 
wine and get giggly, then sleepy, 
while I would become more and 
more impatient with them; a 
memory I regret to this day. 

My mother, however, who was 
brilliant and learned, would ask 
penetrating questions, and pro-
vide clear explanations to the 
guests. 

One such guest told me that 
my mother’s willingness to ques-
tion the authorities and create 
on-the-spot Midrash was the in-
spiration for his journey to con-
version to Judaism. He said that 
he was so startled that this “Jew-
ish mother” would ask “So, what 
was Moses doing all that time? 
And why was it OK for all those 
Egyptian babies to die?” Nothing 
in his previous experiences with 
religion had prepared him for 
this display of “attitude.” 

In their last years, my parents 

Traunstein Displaced Persons Camp in Germany, after Liberation 1946 PASSOVER CONT. ON PG 12
Follow us on Facebook 
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By Rachel O’Brien, TERS Administrator
On Sunday March 20, our religious school students and families 

enjoyed a school-wide Family Purim celebration. It was the first event 
since school began that we welcomed parents and family to join us in 
the temple so we could celebrate the holiday as a community. 

The day started off with our annual costume parade, and prizes 
were awarded for most creative, most colorful, most original, and best 
Purim themes costumes. The 8th graders, with the help of our young-
er TERS students, performed a Purim spiel, THANK YOU Barbara 
Senges and Avery Holwitt for helping organize and direct “Esther 
and the Big Bad Wolf”. Students paid close attention for every oppor-

Photos courtesy of Susan Cramer

tunity to sound their loud, original, and obnoxious groggers!  
Thanks to, Sean Bendict, for taping the spiel. If you were unable 

to join us and would like to watch your student’s performance, please 
contact me for the link.  

Our Purim celebration concluded with Magic by Derek, a comedy 
magic show that entertained both parents and kids. As the students 
were dismissed, they were gifted Mishloach Manot bags that were 
filled with yummy treats and of course Hamantaschen from New York 
City! A special thank you to the Sisterhood for organizing these 
bags for our students.

Emanu-El Religious School 
celebrates Purim
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By Vee Sherman
Hello! I’m Vee Sherman and I’m a mem-

ber of the Jewish Federation of Eastern CT’s 
Jr Youth Group. Since we couldn’t have a get-
together in March at BLAST in Waterford 
(something we were trying for), Marcia Re-
inhard - Youth Director for our community, 
sent out an email saying that we were going to 
have a Zoom call instead. 

Some of us joined the call and our friend 
Alice, who moved away last year, also joined. 
We first talked about what we should do for 
our April event and decided that we would 
see Anna Sheikowitz in The Little Mermaid on 
April 10 at 1pm at Valley Regional High School 
located at 256 Kelsey Hill Road in Deep River, 
CT. After the show, we will go out for pizza. 

Following our discussion, we played Qui-
plash. Quiplash is a game where players have 
to answer silly questions with silly answers. 
Then everyone gets to vote on who’s answer 

Jr Youth Group Zoom Call --  
Flashback to COVID

was the best. The person with the most votes 
in the end wins! 

We also played Skribblio (online piction-
ary) and a Kahoot that Anna Sheikowitz made. 
It was really a lot of fun! We ALWAYS have fun 
when we are on Zoom calls with the whole 
Youth Group. 

We don’t know our event for May yet but 
watch your emails. Info will come out soon. 
In June, we will have our annual end-of-year 
event at the Providence Place Mall. We go to 
Dave & Busters for lunch, play in the arcade, go 
to a movie, possibly an IMAX, do some shop-
ping, get some ice cream, and head home. It’s 
an all-day event so don’t miss it!

If you (your child) want(s) to join us for any 
of our future events, you can contact Marcia 
at the Jewish Federation at 860-442-8062 or 
call her on her cell phone at 860-235-4719. 
You can also email Marcia at mreinhard@jfec.

com.  We hope you will join us! The more, the merrier.

By Shira Hanau, JTA
While the Oscars had a moment of silence for 

Ukraine and various onscreen messages, Sunday 
night’s (April 3) Grammy Awards went further — 
with a video address from Ukraine’s Jewish presi-
dent, Volodymyr Zelensky.

“What is more opposite to music? The silence of 
ruined cities and killed people,” he said in the prere-
corded video. “Our musicians wear body armor in-
stead of tuxedos.

“They sing to the wounded. In hospitals,” he added.
It was a dramatic highlight of the music industry’s 

biggest night and symbolic of Zelensky’s rise to a 
prominent stage in global pop culture.

Here are the Jewish winners and other Jewish mo-
ments from the festivities, which took place in Las 
Vegas for the first time:

–Pop star John Legend followed up Zelensky’s ad-
dress with a powerful performance of a new song, 
“Free,” which borrowed a few lyrics from “Go Down 
Moses,” the famous Black spiritual song about the Old 
Testament’s Exodus story told on Passover. A Ukrai-
nian refugee also read a poem live onstage during the 
performance.

–Jewish day school grad Jack Antonoff, who wore 
a Star of David necklace to the MTV Music Awards in 
2017, continued his dominant reign as pop’s most in-

2022 Grammys: Zelensky’s video address 
and other Jewish moments

demand producer. He won non-classical producer of the 
year for his work in 2021 with Taylor Swift, Lana Del Ray, 
Lorde and others.

-Ben Platt, perhaps the most famous alum of Camp Ra-
mah, sang “Not a Day Goes By” from Stephen Sondheim’s 
“Merrily We Roll Along,” in memory of the Jewish compos-

Pop star John Legend followed up Zelensky’s address with a powerful 
performance of a new song, “Free,” which borrowed a few lyrics from 
“Go Down Moses,” the famous Black spiritual song about the Old Tes-
tament’s Exodus story told on Passover.

er behind some of Broadway’s most beloved 
musicals who died in November at age 91.

–Jewish rap star Doja Cat won in the best 
pop duo/group performance category for 
her song “Kiss Me More” featuring SZA. She 
got emotional while accepting the award.

-The Foo Fighters, whose non-Jewish 
frontman Dave Grohl has a history of re-
leasing covers on Hanukkah, won best rock 
album for “Medicine at Midnight,” best rock 
performance for “Making A Fire” and best 
rock song for “Waiting on a War.” The band’s 
drummer Taylor Hawkins, who died on 
March 25, was given a tribute video.

–Jon Batiste won album of the year for 
his eighth record, “We Are.” In his accep-
tance speech, he called on his collaborator 
and the album’s executive producer Ryan 
Lynn to join him at the podium. Lynn did so, 
briefly — wearing a black kippah. No word 
on Lynn’s Jewish identity. “He doesn’t even 
work in the music industry but he’s a genius 

and get’s my vision,” Batiste has said of Lynn.

http://mreinhard@jfec.com
http://mreinhard@jfec.com
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By Ron Kampeas, JTA
When Secretary of State Antony Blinken cited his family’s Holo-

caust-era history in explaining a matter of U.S. foreign policy on Mon-
day, March 28, 2022, it was far from the first time he has done so.

“One of my responsibilities as Secretary is determining, on behalf 
of the United States, whether atrocities have been committed,” Blink-
en, who is Jewish, said Monday at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Mu-
seum, where he announced that the Biden administration had deter-
mined that the Burmese military had committed genocide against the 
Rohingya. “It’s an immense responsibility that I take very seriously, 
particularly given my family’s history.”

That family history involves his stepfather, Samuel Pisar, the Holo-
caust survivor who became a renowned legal scholar and philosopher. 
Blinken has often described the late Pisar’s recounting of his rescue by 
American soldiers, saying it shaped his own idea of what the United 
States symbolizes around the world.

“That’s the story that I grew up with, about what our country is 
and what it represents, and what it means when the United States is 
engaged and leading,” Blinken has said in the past.

Now America’s top diplomat is contending with a conflict that is 
putting these values to the test: Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, which 
has involved mass killings of civilians.

He is also dealing with appeals from Ukraine’s Jewish president, 
Volodymyr Zelensky — who similarly cites the Holocaust as shaping 
his outlook — to do more to stop Russia’s attacks.

Zelensky has additionally made direct comparisons between the 
Russian onslaught and the Holocaust, while Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin has stated his goal is to “de-Nazify” Ukraine.

Talking to American Jewish leaders, Zelensky called Putin’s actions 
“pure Nazism;” talking to Israelis, he likened Russian tactics to the “fi-
nal solution”; and in his address to the U.S. Congress, he called the Rus-
sian invasion “the worst war since World War II.”

The Biden administration has imposed crippling sanctions on Rus-
sia and is funneling billions of dollars in defense and humanitarian as-
sistance to Ukraine, in addition to deploying U.S. troops to NATO allies 
adjacent to Ukraine. But President Joe Biden will not accede to Zelen-
sky’s top demands — including creating a no-fly zone over Ukraine to 
protect it — saying they could provoke a world war.’

On Wednesday, however, Blinken formally declared that the United 
States’ position is that Russian forces have committed war crimes.

“Many of the sites Russia’s forces have hit have been clearly iden-
tifiable as in-use by civilians,” he said in a statement. “This includes 
the Mariupol maternity hospital, as the UN Office of the High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights expressly noted in a March 11 report. It also 
includes a strike that hit a Mariupol theater, clearly marked with the 
word ‘дети’ — Russian for ‘children’ — in huge letters visible from 
the sky.”

Does Blinken feel the pressures of family history as he contem-
plates Ukraine? The State Department did not respond to multiple 
requests for an interview. But his speech at the Holocaust musuem on 
Monday showed that it was on his mind.

“One of the unsettling truths of the United States Holocaust Memo-
rial Museum is that there’s never a time I visit here when its lessons do 

Analysis 
Antony Blinken caught between the personal and the political

not feel deeply resonant,” he said. 
“But I have to tell you, I can recall 
few times when that history felt 
so urgent, or the responsibility it 
imparts on all of us so pressing. 
As we meet, the Russian Govern-
ment continues to wage its un-
provoked, brutal war on Ukraine. 
Each day brings more harrow-
ing attacks, more innocent men, 
women, and children killed.”

The risk the war posed to Ho-
locaust survivors in Ukraine was 
especially poignant in Blinken’s 
telling.

“Ukraine is home to nearly 
10,000 Holocaust survivors, in-
cluding an 88-year-old woman, 
Natalia Berezhnaya of Odessa,” 
he said. “Here’s what she said in a 
recent interview, and I quote: ‘It’s 
hard to wrap my mind around 
the fact that in 1941, I had to hide 
in the basement of this building, 
and that I’m going to have to do 
that again now.’”

Blinken stopped short of ac-
cusing Putin of genocide as he did 
the Burmese military. Instead, he 
cast Russia’s predations as part 
of a welter of human rights disas-
ters now proliferating.

“Even as we are working to 
increase international pressure 
on the Kremlin to end this un-
justified war, we know there are 
many other places in the world 
where horrific atrocities are be-
ing committed,” Blinken said. 
“Over recent weeks, as I’ve spo-
ken with diplomats from around 
the world about Ukraine, I’ve also 
heard a constant refrain.  Many of 
them say, ‘Yes, we stand with the 
people of Ukraine.  But we must 
also stand with the people suffer-
ing atrocities in other places.’”

The move to accuse Russia of 
war crimes on Wednesday is no-
table; noted Jewish foreign policy 
experts had been frustrated with 
Blinken’s language.

Josh Rogin, an influential for-
eign policy opinion columnist 
for The Washington Post, wrote 
that the hesitancy in Ukraine is 
reflective of a West that has al-
lowed atrocities to be committed 
in China, Syria, and Burma. “The 
Ukraine example shows that ig-
noring atrocities anywhere is 
both morally and strategically 
bankrupt,” he said this week, be-
fore Blinken announced his war 
crimes designation.

Aaron David Miller, a long-
time Middle East peace negotia-

tor and a scion of 
one of Cleveland’s 
most prominent 
Jewish families, 
sounded a de-
spairing note on 
Twitter.

“Never Again is 
Ever Ever Again,” 
he said. “The Inter-
national Commu-
nity has failed to 
even try to prevent 
any of the planet’s 
genocides/mass 
killings over past 
100 years; Arme-
nians; Holocaust; 
Cambodia; Rwan-
da; Congo; Sudan; 
Darfur; Myanmar; 
Uighurs; Syria….. 
Ever ask yourself 
why.”

Asked to expand on the tweet on CNN, Miller, now a senior fellow at 
the Carnegie Endowment, a foreign policy think tank, admitted that he 
understood Blinken’s predicament.

“A president of the United States weighing the consequences of hu-
manitarian intervention in the case of Ukraine has more than just mor-
al factors to take into account and the consequences of an intervention 
or not an intervention at least for American interests, that could affect 
millions of humans in the United State and in Ukraine, so it’s a moral 
hazard,” Miller said. “It’s an extremely difficult problem. And frankly, 
I think Ukraine is going to be another example of confirmation of the 
rule.”

Abe Foxman, the retired national director of the Anti-Defamation 
League and himself a Holocaust survivor, argued that Blinken’s ap-
proach made sense: One’s views on the Holocaust may shape policy 
but should not necessarily determine what the policy is.

“I’m pleased to see Blinken knows, understands, is informed and 
instructed by his family history, by his Jewish experience,” Foxman 
said in an interview. “It does make a difference, but it cannot be deter-
minative of action. This is a war. It’s not a holocaust or genocide. And 
it’s very, very important that if you know your history, then you know 
the difference.”

Secretary of State Antony Blinken speaks at the 
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in 
Washington, D.C., March 21, 2022. (Kevin La-
Marque/Pool/AFP via Getty Images)
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Led by Jerry Fischer 

LET US KNOW YOUR PREFERENCES 
• Israel - Fall 2022 with optional add-on to Eilat; 

Eilat & Petra; or Eilat, Wadi Rum and overnight 
in Petra 

• Israel - Spring 2023 (same add-on’s as above) 
• Spain & Portugal - Spring 2023 (includes  

all the highlights & visits to Jewish sites) 
-- Missions will be on a small, intimate scale with lots of encounters   
-- A maximum of 25 participants 

Contact mimi@jfec.com with subject line “Mission.”  
Let us know Mission preference & anything specific you would like to see on a Mission. 

New Ads folder
Ad to right is PDF
Ad below is PNG
Use best version
5” x 3”

Hadassah of Eastern Connecticut 
invites the Community to a 

Women’s Seder Gathering 
Monday April 11 at 7 pm

on Zoom 

We will lift our voices and honor the women 
who have made Pesach,

 from Miriam’s time to the present. 
Together, from the comfort of our own homes, 

we will tell stories, sing songs, and participate in 
discussions about the festival of liberation. 

Let us take one hour for ourselves, amidst the 
rush of preparations for Pesach, 

time to think about what this holiday 
means to us as Jewish women.  

Our specially created Haggadah will be sent 
along with the Zoom link.

 If you are interested in joining this Gathering, 
send an email to bloustinek@gmail.com.   

On Sunday, March 27, 2022, the Temple Beth Is-
rael Preservation Society of Danielson, celebrated 
Passover. Like the Seders of recent years, the ser-
vice, held virtually, featured a customized Haggadah 
which combined traditional prayers and blessings 
with references to the Holocaust and events we are 
all witnessing today. This was our 12th interfaith ser-
vice with attendees representing other religious de-
nominations. Norman Berman coordinated the ser-
vice from his home and the many who attended and 
participated gained insights into our history as our 

Temple Beth Israel Preservation  
Society celebrated Passover  

with early Seder
forefathers intended. This Sed-
er challenges its guests to work 
together to make the world a 
better, more peaceful and more 
beautiful place. 



file:///C:/Users/Mary/Dropbox/7%20May%202021%20Leader/Hadassah%20News/../../../Downloads/bloustinek@gmail.com
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created a communication net-
work with smaller hospitals in 
the region. At their request, Ha-
dassah also produced a training 
video.

In Israel, Hadassah Medical 
Organization was the first hos-
pital to receive victims of the 
war in Ukraine. A family of four 
was airlifted to Hadassah from 
Ukraine, after their home was hit 
by a missile outside of Kyiv. The 
mother, father and one son were 
injured and required surgery. 
They were airlifted by a New York 
based emergency flight organiza-
tion. Hadassah was there to help.

At home in Israel, our Youth 
Aliyah Village of Meir Shfeya 
has welcomed 15 Ukrainian 
Jewish students who were sup-
posed to arrive on the Na’ale 
program next September. Due to 
the war, we have taken them in 
early for their safety. They were 
welcomed to Meir Shfeya with 
the first Purim Carnival since 
Covid 19 arrived. They were met 
with joy and emotional support. 
Many of the students in our vil-
lages come from countries of 
the former Soviet Union. Some 
of the Russian students are wor-
ried about their families in Rus-
sia who are protesting the war. 
Hadassah is providing telephone 
connections whenever possible, 
although Russia has cut much of 
the communication. Our goal in 
the villages is to support our stu-
dents not only academically, but 
also psychologically, so that we 
can prevent emotional damage 
during this challenging time.

Your generosity in this ef-
fort is not only indispensable, 
but it also fulfills the mitzvah 
of tzedakah — and is particu-
larly poignant because tzedakah 
not only refers to giving, but 
also to “righteous behavior.” We 
can think of no more righteous 
behavior than being part of the 
best possible outcome for all 
our brothers and sisters fleeing 
Ukraine.

To see the LIVE UPDATE 
ON Hadassah’s HUMANITAR-
IAN MISSION the link is https://
vimeo.com/691535258

We thank you for committing 
this truly righteous act of tzeda-
kah.

With Pride, Passion, and Purpose,
Carol Curland, Kim Fischburg, 

Pepi Green, 
Jane Katzoff & Sue Lorinsky 

Hadassah of Eastern CT  
Fundraising Committee

and I were welcomed to the Seder table of Roz and Joel Etra, whose 
hospitality knew no bounds. Their Seders are legendary: we all knew 
their worth--and some years, a seat at the Etra Seder table raised large 
amounts of money for Rotary.

Nancy Brand
My daughter Meredith wanted to bring her new boyfriend home for 

the first time. It was Passover, 1997. Lance was a 22-year-old Lutheran 
from Minnesota. (He’s now a 47-year-old Jew married to my daughter 
and living in DC). He didn’t know much about Judaism, but he is smart 
and a quick learner. 

He told my daughter that he wanted to bring us an upscale bottle of 
Kosher for Passover wine. Meredith let him know that the Brand fam-
ily thought Manischewitz was just fine, preferred actually. So, bringing 
wine was out. Meredith had regaled him with stories of family Pass-
overs, insisting that the food was “meh,” and that there was nothing 
good for dessert. I guess the dessert issue set up a challenge for Lance, 
who proceeded to scour the Washington Post for Passover dessert 
recipes. 

Meredith and Lance arrived a day or two before the holiday and he 
was secretive about what he wanted to make. I was a bit concerned 
that he wouldn’t know what was appropriate for Passover, but he as-
sured me that he’d gotten a recipe that would work. 

And so, in the afternoon prior to the First Seder, when I was expect-
ing about 20 people for dinner, my daughter took her new beau to the 
Waterford Stop & Shop. Now, I was busy in the kitchen with everything 
associated with the Seder. I needed the kitchen!! But suddenly, Lance 
came in and kind of took over. I was a tad frantic that I’d not be able 
to get everything done as all the bowls and spatulas and mixer were 
scattered about. 

And what did he create? The BEST ever Passover dessert...a flour-
less chocolate cake with whipped cream and raspberries. Remember, 
this was about 25 years ago, and flourless chocolate cake was in its in-
fancy. No more macaroons; no more stewed fruit compote! The whole 
mishpocha was thrilled and excited with the creation, and somehow, 
I didn’t even mind the dirty kitchen! Though much has changed since 
then, that yummy flourless chocolate cake always makes an appear-
ance at the Brand/Goldberg/Wade Family Seder.

Flourless Chocolate Cake (With Mocha Whipped Cream)
Use the following link for a recipe for a flourlesss chocolate cake.
https://sallysbakingaddiction.com/flourless-chocolate-cake-

recipe/ by Sally McKenney
Sally McKenney is a professional food photographer, cookbook 

author, and baker. Her kitchen-tested recipes and thorough step-by-
step tutorials give readers the knowledge and confidence to bake from 
scratch. Sally has been featured on Good Morning America, HuffPost, 
Taste of Home, People and more.

Rabbi Aaron Rosenberg 
In the academic year 1971-1972 Karen and I lived in Israel, where 

Jewish holidays were all memorable. For example, observing Sukkot 
after picking apples at a Moshav for a week or visiting sites relevant to 
the Chanukah story such as the graves of the Maccabees during Cha-
nukah. 

The most meaningful was celebrating Pesach where we invited 
friends to join us with an invitation that said, “This year in Jerusalem.” 
Getting the appropriate foods at the Machane Yehudah Market, then 
having our guests seated on the floor of our modest living room that 
overlooked Hadassah Hospital, we read, chanted, and chatted about 
what Pesach meant throughout the ages and especially in Israel. Like 
Rabbi Akiva and his colleagues our seder went into the wee hours of 
the night.

Mona Levin
One of my fondest memories is when it was time to open the door 

for Elijah, near the end of the Seder. I would go to open the front door, 
and when I returned to the dining room table, my father would shake 
the table, without me noticing it, and I always thought that Elijah was 
drinking the wine. 

PASSOVER CONT. FROM PG 7
Another favorite memory is my mother taking out a huge ceramic 

bowl, which was only used once a year, to make sponge cake, which 
was only made once a year, for Passover.

Corinne Weber
Our Passover seders were very traditional, starting with the men 

reclining on pillows and the women bringing them a basin of water 
and a clean cloth for hand washing before prayers. Of course, the Four 
Questions were a focal point of the evening, as was finding the Afiko-
men. Democratically, all grandkids got a dollar, while the finder might 
have gotten 2 or 3 dollars. We were not a rich family except that we 
were richly unified by love and tradition. 

The foods were the usual except when we celebrated in Jersey City. 
My Aunt Senta’s hazelnut layer cake smothered in mocha “cream” and 
her Krimsele (sweet fried matzo covered in a lemon cream sauce) 
were special to our Passover celebration. I have added Miriam’s Cup to 
my seders, so Elijah has a woman’s cup next to his on the seder plate. 
I still use the round Passover plate my mother brought from Germany. 
Made of tin, it has three levels for the matzoh and is surrounded by red 
velvet beautifully embroidered with Hebrew letters. I look at it now 
and can almost hear the prayers of my family as we continue the age-
old traditions of Passover.

Matzo Krimsel
Recipe from Marion Mendel

Adapted by Joan Nathan
YIELD: About 2 dozen

Ingredients:
3 matzos
 Dash of salt
2 tablespoons chopped almonds
2 tablespoons raisins
3 large eggs, separated
⅓ cup plus 2 tablespoons sugar
1 lemon
½ teaspoon cinnamon
¼ cup matzo meal
 Vegetable oil for frying

Preparation
Step 1
Soak matzos in lukewarm water for a minute or two and squeeze 

very dry. Crumble matzos into a bowl and stir in salt, almonds, raisins, 
egg yolks, 1/3 cup sugar, juice and grated zest of the lemon, cinnamon, 
and matzo meal.

Step 2
Beat egg whites until stiff, and fold into the matzo mixture. Refrig-

erate for 30 minutes to 2 hours.
Step 3
Heat about 2 inches of oil in a medium pot over medium heat to 

about 375 degrees. Carefully place a heaping tablespoon of mixture 
at a time into oil, turning after about a minute. After a minute, when 
golden brown on each side, remove and drain. Sprinkle with the addi-
tional sugar and serve with stewed dried plums and apricots. 

Matzo Krimsel, Recipe from Marion Mendel, Adapted by Joan Nathan

https://vimeo.com/691535258
https://vimeo.com/691535258
https://sallysbakingaddiction.com/flourless-chocolate-cake-recipe/
https://sallysbakingaddiction.com/flourless-chocolate-cake-recipe/
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Happy
Passover!

Retell the story of Passover
 

Join PJ Library's interactive telling of the Passover story.
Kids create puppets, rehearse and then perform the

Passover story. The whole family celebrates together as
Moses and Miriam lead everyone across the red sea and

into freedom! Dayenu!
 

$20 per family
includes museum tour

 

Advance reservations required.
 

Sunday, April 10, 2022

10:00AM
Ballard Institute and Museum of Puppetry

1 Royce Cir #101B, Storrs, CT  

 

RSVP
Barbara Wolfe 

pjlibrary@jfec.com
860-442-8062

 

school year in an Arab school and has to watch his small world being 
radically changed in the course of an absurd nationalism. Humorous 
yet serious, the film tells of a childhood that also finds its light mo-
ments between dictatorship and dark drama.

Thursday-Sunday, May 5 – 8  
GAME CHANGERS (2021, 56 min-

utes. Hebrew w/English subtitles)
How did a football match between en-

emies become a turning point in history? 
Twenty-five years after the Holocaust, 
against insurmountable emotional and 
political barriers and threats of terror, Is-
rael national team and German Borussia 
Munchegladbach met in a match whose 
importance marked the beginning of the 
normalization between Israel and Germa-
ny. Through interviews with former Ger-

man and Israeli footballers, historians, and diplomats, along with rare 
archival materials, the film examines the power of personal friend-
ships to bring down the wall between nations, and of football, to pave 
the way between adversaries.

Thursday-Sunday, May 12 – 15 
TIGER WITHIN (2021, 100 minutes, 

English)  
A young punk who thinks she knows 

it all. An old man who knows he doesn’t. 
They strike up a conversation, it becomes 
life changing. He is a Holocaust survivor; 
she a massage-parlor worker on the run 
and a Holocaust denier. Casey is angry 
and stunningly naïve, living from hand to 
mouth on the streets of LA fending off the 
frightening advances of men, having no-
where to go and trusting no one. Samuel, played by the sublime (mul-
tiple Emmy Award-winning actor Ed Asner) trusts only a few. She tells 
him she hates Jews; he asks her if she needs a place to stay. The two 
form an unexpected friendship, which gradually blossoms into a new 
family unit – him providing her the support and guidance that was 
lacking in her life, and her offering him the glimpse of the fatherhood 
that was torn from him many years prior. 

Film is sponsored by Hochberg Holocaust & Human Rights 
Education Committee

Thursday-Sunday, May 19 – 22
WET DOG (2021,103 minutes, German w/English subtitles)
The 16-year-old Iranian Soheil moves with his parents from the 

tranquil, middle-class German town of Göttingen to Berlin-Wedding. 
He quickly makes friends with the young people in Husseyn’s gang. 
Turks, Arabs, Kurds - in Wedding everyone is family, except Jews. What 
his new friends don’t know: Soheil is Jewish, and he chooses to hide 
his Jewish identity. To the horror of his lovingly concerned parents, 
Soheil turns into a petty criminal who is brought home by the police 

more and more often. His status in the gang grows and 
everyone refers to him as their brother. When Soheil de-
cides not to deny himself any further and openly comes 
out as a Jew in his clique he is caught in the crossfire and 
his former friends are hostile to him. 

Thursday-Sunday, June 2 – 5 
THE AUTOMAT, The Horn & Hardart Documentary 

Film* (2019, 101 minutes, USA) *Screening virtual and 
in-person

In-person: Thursday, June 2, United Theatre in 
Westerly, RI: Reception, 6:00 pm; Screening: 7:00 pm, 
$10

Americans once sipped coffee and ate pie around com-
munal tables, sharing their struggles and dreams with strangers at 
Horn & Hardart’s iconic Automat. Lifetimes ago, these working-class 
palaces nourished a sense of unity that bridged the diversity of class, 
language, gender and race in the urban melting pots of the East Coast. 
Kings of the New York and Philly restaurant scenes, the Automats feed 
millions throughout the Depression and two World Wars, serving all 
comers in palaces of marble, silver, and steel. Good food served cheap, 
and the enduring thrill of the automat machines themselves wins the 
Automat a place in our culture and hearts alike. Travel back in time 
to experience this unique piece of America’s history, an exciting story 
and one that may seem strangely familiar. More than just entertain-
ment, THE AUTOMAT is a parable of how we once dined happily to-
gether before turning to the isolated and unhappy experience offered 
by fast food, a bad deal that no amount of advertising can disguise.

Film is spon-
sored by Congrega-
tion Sharah Tzedek

Thursday-Sunday, 
June 9 – 12 

BACK TO MAR-
CANÃ (2019, 102 
minutes, Hebrew, 
Portuguese w/Eng-
lish subtitles)

Roberto (40), di-
vorced, with a failing 
business, his son Itay 

(11), a spoiled child that snubs 
his father and despises soccer, 
and the grandfather Samuel (76), 
an enthusiastic soccer fan that 
recently found out he doesn’t 
have much time to live, depart 
spontaneously to the World Cup 
Games in Brazil – their former 
homeland. Their unplanned trip 
turns into an emotional journey 
that changes all of them forever.

44726

 Diamonds  ❖  Watches  ❖  Crystal
 Fine Contemporary & Antique Jewelry

 Custom Jewelry Design  ❖  Expert Jewelry & Watch Repair
 Estate Jewelry Bought & Sold

 262 Boston Post Road • Utopia Centre 
 Waterford, CT • (860) 442-4391

 Monday - Thursday 10:00-6:00  ❖  Friday 10:00-7:00  ❖  Saturday 10:00-4:00

 Since 1919 Southeastern Connecticut’s Oldest and Most Respected Jewelers
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By Ruth Kaplan
Dear Abe, welcome to the 

world! It’s been two weeks. Your 
entry into our lives actually be-
gan about a day-and-a-half before 
your birth when your dad called 
us in the early morning to say that 
your mom’s water had broken 

and they were in the hospital. That’s when my anxious Jewish mother 
syndrome really began to kick in. Waiting for your arrival over the next 
36 hours wasn’t easy for me, nor for your Zaide-to-be. Although your 
dad gave us periodic updates, the wait was agonizing. After all, your 
mom is still my baby and I had no control over what she was going 
through. I knew it was really hard, but all I could do was pray for a 
speedy delivery and a healthy baby, namely you!

The news that you had emerged at 6:51 p.m. on Sunday night and 
that you were beautiful and perfect filled us with joy and elation. We 
couldn’t wait to meet you, which happened the following day.

Before you were born, your mom decided that she did not wish to 
have a brit milah, or bris, a ritual circumcision ceremony eight days 
after your arrival. Instead, you would be circumcised in the hospital a 
few days following your birth. Of course, as your newly minted Bubbe, 
I would have preferred a traditional bris at our home. But, to tell you 
the truth, COVID-19 would have put a damper on the whole affair, and 
I respected your mom’s wishes. In any event, the important part was 
that you were to be entered into the holy covenant of father Abraham 
and the Jewish people by being circumcised.

Imagine my surprise when a few minutes before you were taken for 
your incision at the hospital, I got a phone call from your mom and dad 
asking me to offer a traditional blessing for you upon the occasion of 
your circumcision. You don’t really know me yet, but I like to prepare 
for such special moments and think carefully about the message I wish 
to convey. But I had no such luxury. Instead, I quickly decided to chant 
over the phone the beautiful Debbie Friedman version of the Shehechi-
yanu prayer, where we give thanks to the Creator for renewing our 
lives, bestowing us with blessings and allowing us to celebrate sacred 
moments together.

After chanting this blessing, I blurted out some additional remarks 
in which I referenced my late father, who I said would have been so 
thrilled to welcome his new great-grandson but whose values and 
shining legacy nonetheless would be bequeathed to you. Speaking 
about my father always makes me weepy, and this was no exception, 
but in any event, I was soon cut off when your mom and dad needed to 
whisk you off for your procedure.

I’m sure it was not fun, but also feel certain you have already for-
rgotten that momentary pain. Imagine my surprise when a day later 
your parents shared with us your beautiful and distinguished name of 
Abraham Zalman. Abraham was your Zaide’s dad’s name, and Zalman 
was my father’s rather unusual middle name that became a part of his 
public persona: Sumner Zalman Kaplan. In revealing your name to us, 
your mom noted that our forefather Abraham was the first Hebrew 
male to be circumcised as a sign of the everlasting covenant between 
the Jewish people and God.

Don’t worry, Abie, you’ll have plenty of time to learn about your rich 
Jewish heritage, be it in religious school or otherwise. Your Zaide and 
I look forward to a more formal recognition of your beautiful name 
and legacy sometime this spring at a baby-naming ceremony, but for 
me, I’ll always remember the unexpected honor bestowed upon me of 
blessing you over the phone in your second day of life. It was an uncon-
ventional bris, with a spiritually fulfilling ritual of its own nonetheless.

May your life be filled with many more meaningful moments 
marked by both tradition and spontaneity. You’re off to a great start!

All my love, 
Bubbe

Ruth Kaplan is the past director of community relations at the Con-
sulate General of Israel to New England. She is the former director 

A Letter to My New Grandson
How a spontaneous Shehechiyanu blessing over the  

phone was filled with meaning in lieu of the traditional bris.

of the CJP Boston-Haifa Connec-
tion and supervisor of the young 
Israeli ambassadors’ program 
called “Shinshinim.” A nearly life-
long resident of Brookline, Ruth 
has had careers in law and public 
education advocacy and is pas-
sionate about creating people-
to-people connections among 
Israelis and Americans. Fluent in 
Hebrew, Ruth is also a perennial 
Yiddish and Spanish language 
learner. The opinions expressed 
in her essays are her own.

Hanna Ann Ajemian, daugh-
ter of Christopher Ajemian and 
Sara Juli became a Bat Mitzvah 
on March 19, 2022. Hanna, her 
younger sister, Leah, Mom, Dad, 
and Brooklyn their much-loved 
dog, live in Falmouth Maine. Rabbi 
Laura Boenisch officiated. The 
Rabbi and Hanna developed a 
close relationship while studying 
for her special day.

Hanna is the granddaughter of 
Harriet and the late Harold Juli, a 
member of the Beth El synagogue 
and Peter and Lana Ajemian of 
Long Island.

With the help of her Uncle 
Herb, Hanna applied to Yad Vash-
em for a Bat Mitzvah twin. At the age of 10, Priva Baumgarten, born in 
Radom Poland, was murdered along with most members of her family 
at Treblinka. And thus, in some small way Hanna connected with her 
Great Aunt Priva who was never able to reach Bat Mitzvah age.

Hanna attends Falmouth Middle School where she loves study-
ing science. She is on her school’s indoor track team and the student 
council. Additionally, she is involved in the school theater programs 
sometimes acting, singing or part of the tech crew. Outside of school 
Hanna loves figure skating and is looking forward to her first solo per-
formance. She is also an avid reader. She often provides the family with 
delicious popovers and cookies as she loves to bake.

Hanna Ann Ajemian  
Bat Mitzvah

By Shira Hanau, JTA
Estelle Harris, the Jewish ac-

tress who played George Costan-
za’s mother on the sitcom “Sein-
feld,” died Saturday at the age of 
93.

Harris played the role of Es-
telle Costanza, the always shrill 
and frequently apoplectic mother 
to George Costanza, on the sitcom 
from 1992 until the show’s finale 
in 1998. According to Deadline, 
the character of George’s mother 
was named Estelle before Harris 
landed the part — but her name 
wasn’t the only thing Harris 
shared with her onscreen char-
acter.

“I’m not that different from 
Estelle Costanza,” Harris told the 
Chicago Tribune in 1995, at the 
height of her “Seinfeld” fame. “I 
understand her frustrations. She 
needs to break away from her 
husband. She would be much 
happier doing her own thing. She 
doesn’t need therapy. She needs 

Estelle Harris 
has died at 

93
Actress who played 
George’s mother on 

‘Seinfeld’

Estelle Harris (NY Daily News)

more love from George and her husband. Then she’d be a perfectly 
delightful and delighted human being.”

Harris was born in New York City in 1928 where her parents, Jews 
of Polish descent, owned a candy store in Manhattan. When Harris was 
7 years old, the family moved to Tarentum, Pennsylvania, where Harris 
suffered from antisemitic bullying at school. She quickly to turning to 
the theater, aided by elocution lessons, and found her calling.

Before working as a professional actress, Harris married Sy Harris, 
a window blinds salesman, with whom she had three children. After 
staying at home when her children were young, she began her career 
working at dinner theaters in New York City in the 1970s.

Though Harris went on to a prolific career recording voiceovers for 
commercials and playing minor characters in movies and TV shows, 
she became so identified with her “Seinfeld” role that fans frequently 
stopped her on the street to tell her her she reminded them of their 
own mothers.

Jason Alexander, who played her character’s son George on “Sein-
feld,” remembered his “tv mama” in a tweet Sunday.

“One of my favorite people has passed – my tv mama, Estelle Harris. 
The joy of playing with her and relishing her glorious laughter was a 
treat. I adore you, Estelle,” he wrote.

Custom Tub & Shower
Enclosures

  • Design & Installation
  • All-Glass Enclosures

Expert Mirror Design &
Installation

  • Visit Our Showroom

151 Jefferson Avenue • New London, CT 06320
Phone (860) 442-0373 • Fax (860) 442-1356

SERVING SOUTHEASTERN CONNECTICUT
FOR OVER 60 YEARS

FULL  SERVICE  GLASS  SPECIALISTS

CO., INC
Ruby Glass



 THE JEWISH LEADER, APRIL 8, 2022 15

TEDDY WEINBERGER
© 2022, Teddy Weinberger

Everyone counts:   We are counting on you!
Here in Eastern Connecticut the JFEC works to  

support, sustain and revitalize Jewish life. But we 
can’t do it without you. Send in your donation today.

The Passover Seder: It’s Not About Knowledge
Author’s Note: The following is based on a holiday message from 

my friend and teacher Rabbi Lior Engelman. 

There are many families where Seder 
night is an intellectual delight. No wonder, 
after all, many beautiful insights can be 
gleaned from practically every word of the 
Passover Haggadah--our nation’s original 
Declaration of Independence.

And yet it seems that the Seder night 
asks us for something else. As the Hagga-
dah tells us: “Even if all of us were schol-
ars, even if all of us were sages, even 
if all of us were elders, even if all of us 
were learned in the Torah, it would still 
be our duty to tell the story of the Exo-
dus from Egypt.” We are supposed to tell 
the story even to those who already know 
everything. In other words, this night is 
not meant to add knowledge. This is not 
a night meant for profound Torah com-
mentary. This is a night meant to tell the 
story.

Anyone who has ever read a good story 
realizes that you do not necessarily get from it information that you 
did not previously know. A story is not necessarily an opportunity to 
receive new wisdom; but a really good story makes you feel and expe-
rience the narrated events. Sometimes you can feel this right in your 
body—to sweat at moments of fear, to tremble at moments of excite-
ment, and to shed a tear at moments of pain or of deep emotion. 

This is exactly what is supposed to happen on Seder night. We don’t 
need the Seder to inform us about the Exodus from Egypt--we already 
know about that from our ritual life throughout the year. The Friday 

night Kiddush over wine speaks 
of the Sabbath as “a memorial to 

the Exodus from Egypt,” and the 
Sh’ma prayer recalls the Exodus 
for us every morning and every 
evening of every day: “I the Lord 
am your God, who brought you 
out of the land of Egypt to be your 
God; I, the Lord your God (Num-
bers 15.41). 

This is a night meant 
to tell the story.

On Seder night, therefore, there is no need 
to learn about the Exodus; 
we must feel as if we our-
selves have left Egypt. Not 
to know the story and not 
to become wise, but to ex-
perience it in our souls. To 
do this, we must dive into 
the depths of the story. To 
tell what our ancestors felt 
in bondage and what in redemption, to point to the 
bread of affliction as if this was all the meal we have, 
and to savor the afikomen as if this was the Passover 
sacrifice that was eaten to satiety. Instead of piling 
on the sermons, we need to refine our senses. 

On Seder night, parents and children gather 
around the Seder table. Ostensibly this night is 
meant to teach children what they do not know, 
but children do not necessarily seek knowledge; 
they are thirsty for a story. They seek to feel, and 
to reach their hearts, the adult, the storyteller, must 
feel for themself. And no less than the children need 
an adult to tell the story, the adult needs the child 

to have someone to whom to tell the story and to truly feel the story.
Note: Readers will be interested to learn that Rabbi Engelman him-

self is a professional storyteller. In addition to his various teaching and 
rabbinical duties, Rabbi Engelman is the author of two well-received 
novels and regularly conducts writing workshops around the country. 
Happy Passover!

Burial plots are available at Beth El Community Cemetery. 
Located on Lestertown Road in Groton, it is a Jewish inclusive 
cemetery accommodating the needs of the community.

-	 	No	synagogue	affiliation	required
-	 	Plots	available:	Jewish,
	 interfaith,	cremains	&	families
 Call Merrill: 860 383 5605

HAVE YOU PURCHASED YOUR CEMETERY PLOT?

Jewish Leader Ad B

near-death in the concentration camps. You will learn of projects like 
this from panelists at the April 24 discussion.

A prime example is the city of Berlin. In 1969, the city inaugurated 
a program to bring survivors on one-week trips to Berlin. Since then, 
over 35,000 people have accepted the invitation. Despite skepticism 
at the time that anyone persecuted by the Nazis would want to return, 
in 1970 — one year after the program’s launch — there was already a 
waiting list of 10,000 former Berliners who wanted to come back for 
a visit. More than 100 other German cities and towns have instituted 
similar programs, but no city has brought back as many former resi-
dents as Berlin. Berlin had the biggest Jewish community before the 
Holocaust. In 1933, the year the Nazis came to power, around 160,500 
Jews lived in Berlin. By the end of World War II in 1945 their numbers 
had diminished to about 7,000 — due to emigration and extermina-
tion. 

For the 50th Anniversary of the Berlin program in 2019, there was a 
special exhibit. The director of the German Resistance Memorial cen-
ter, Johannes Tuchel, said then that many returnees had conflicting 
emotions. They didn’t trust the Germans at first and memories of loss 
and pain were stirred up - but many found it cathartic to reconnect 
with the past and find some closure and even reconciliation.

We know that our own Henny Simon returned to Hannover, Ger-
many four times as a guest of the city for special commemorations for 
survivors. Please join us on Sunday, April 24 at 2 p.m. on Zoom as we 
explore this further - for our special service and dialogue with Ger-
many. Here is the link to register for the program:

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAsdOCtrDIrH-
9F5aD7OCbRPV51ckPxSyey1 , Meeting ID: 841 3952 9155

RETURN CONT. FROM PG 1

then at long last Madam President, let’s confirm Deborah Lipstadt to 
fight antisemitism on behalf of the United States.”

Lipstadt is now the first antisemitism monitor to have the role of 
ambassador, under a law passed by Congress in 2020, which enhances 
her status overseas when she makes representations to foreign gov-
ernments and allows her more direct access to the secretary of state 
and to the president should she come across a situation that she be-
lieves requires executive action.

The fact that the rank of ambassador means the role requires Senate 
confirmation subjected Lipstadt to scrutiny. Her sharp past criticisms 
of former President Donald Trump, and particularly of Wisconsin Re-
publican Sen. Ron Johnson, led to delays and a contentious hearing in 
February. Only two Republicans on the Foreign Relations Committee 
joined Democrats earlier this week in advancing the nomination.

A broad array of Jewish and pro-Israel groups advocated on behalf 
of Lipstadt, including groups like the Orthodox Union and Christians 
United for Israel that maintain close ties with Republicans.

Lipstadt, 75, has been for years a go-to expert for the media and 
for legislators on Holocaust issues, particularly on how the genocide’s 

LIPSTADT CONT. FROM PG 1

Deborah Lipstadt walks a red 
carpet for “Denial” during the 
11th Rome Film Festival at Au-
ditorium Parco Della Musica in 
Rome, Oct. 17, 2016. (Elisabetta 
A. Villa/WireImage via Getty Im-
ages)

meaning should be understood 
in the 21st century, and whether 
it had any cognates among anti-
democratic forces in the current 
day.

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAsdOCtrDIrH9F5aD7OCbRPV51ckPxSyey1 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAsdOCtrDIrH9F5aD7OCbRPV51ckPxSyey1 
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