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GANGSTERS CONT. ON PG 13

What better way to Celebrate Israel at 74 but to visit for the first 
time or revisit for the second/third time the land of milk and honey 
through the words and pictures of two veteran travelers?

The Jewish Federation of Eastern CT invites you to Zoom in as Jerry 
Fischer and Todd Gipstein reprise the Federation’s last Mission to Israel 
prior to COVID in 2019.  You will have a chance to ask questions about 
upcoming Missions scheduled for the Fall of 2022 and the Spring of 2023 
(see ad on page 11). Jerry’s commentary on the emotional and intellec-
tual aspects of a JFEC Mission will help attendees realize the advantages 
of participating in this type of Mission.

To help everyone get in the right mindset, the program will feature 
Todd’s video impressions of Israel as captured in his short film A Living 
Palimpsest which was the result of Todd’s Mission to Israel with Jerry.

Join us on Sunday, May 1 at 11 a.m. Copy and paste or click the link 
below to register and receive the Zoom link.

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwkf-ytrzMpG-
d3qtuTelrlyQrX-fyIhjfNk

Celebrate Yom Ha’atzmaut  
on May 1 at 11 a.m.

Bank Square Books and Savoy 
Bookshop & Café in partnership 
with the Jewish Federation of 
Eastern Connecticut present a 
virtual author talk and Q&A with 
author Michael Benson for his 
new book, Gangsters Vs. Nazis: 
How Jewish Mobsters Battled 
Nazis in Wartime America on 
Tuesday, May 10 from 6-7 p.m. 
on Zoom. Registration informa-
tion at the end of this article.

The stunning true story of the 
rise of Nazism in America dur-
ing the 1930s and 1940s—and 
the fearless Jewish gangsters and 
crime families who joined forces 
to fight back…with a vengeance. 
With an intense cinematic style, acclaimed nonfiction crime author Mi-
chael Benson divulges the thrilling role of Jewish mobsters like Meyer 
Lansky and Bugsy Siegel in stomping out the terrifying tide of Nazi sym-
pathizers in the years leading to WWII.

As Adolph Hitler rose to power in 1930s Germany, a growing wave 

Go back to the time of  
Gangsters vs. Nazis in America

Tuesday, May 10 / 6-7 PM / on Zoom / Virtual author talk & Q&A

of fascism began to take root on 
American soil. Nazi activists start-
ed to gather in major American 
cities, and by 1933, there were 

If you have been itching to venture out and engage with friends you 
haven’t seen on a regular basis join Jewish Federation staff and board 
members at Temple Emanu-El (29 Dayton Rd. in Waterford) on Satur-
day evening, May 7, 2022. At 7:30 p.m. there will be time to schmooze 
followed by Havdalah. At 8 p.m. welcome Tal Gilboa former 2016-17 
Eastern CT Young Emissary as she returns as part of the Israel at your 
doorstep project. In addition she will be accompanied by Yoav Yaron.

This program was initiated by the Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI) in 
partnership with Israel’s Ministry of Diaspora Affairs to engage and of-
fer high-level programming to small and medium sized Jewish commu-
nities around the world.

Participants will be able to interact with Tal and Yoav as they share 
their love of Israel with our community. 

Light refreshments will be served. This event is free and while an 
RSVP is not required to attend it would be appreciated in order to plan 
for seating and refreshments. Contact Mimi at mimi@jfec.com or 860-
442-8062. 

Thank you to Emanu-El for allowing this event to take place in their 
social hall.

Meet Tal and Yoav  
in person on May 7

The JFEC’s Jewish FilmFest’s opening weekend, April 28-May 1, has 
kicked off with THE NEIGHBOURS. It’s not too late to register and re-
ceive the link. Remember, the FilmFest is free to all who register. Thanks 
go to our sponsors for making this possible – Rita Hendel & Family, 

the Leiser Family Foundation, Steven & 
Debra Daren, Patricia Hendel & Family, 
Hochberg Holocaust & Human Rights 
Education Committee, Congregation 
Sharah Zedek, Mallove’s Jewelers, and 
Sayet & Seder, Attorneys at Law.

The next two movies being offered are 
listed below. Go to https://jfec.com to 
register. You must register for each movie 
you want to see. Once registered, you will 
receive a link to log-in the day before the 
movie is available. If you have problems 
registering please email webmaster@
jfec.com.

Jewish FilmFest continues May 5

FILMFEST CONT. ON PG 13

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwkf-ytrzMpGd3qtuTelrlyQrX-fyIhjfNk
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwkf-ytrzMpGd3qtuTelrlyQrX-fyIhjfNk
mailto:mimi%40jfec.com%20?subject=Tal%20Returns%205/7
https://jfec.com
mailto:webmaster@jfec.com
mailto:webmaster@jfec.com
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Candle Lighting for Eastern CT area

Energy Saving  
Windows & Doors! 

Order Factory Direct! 

Vinyl Replacement &  
New Construction Windows 

          Storm Windows & Commercial Aluminum 

Professional Installation Available 

Railings & Fences of Many Styles 

860.848.9258 • www.alltimemfg.com 

Since 1946 

How can we have a synagogue 
with no building?
While Beth El continues to search for our new home, our friends at Temple Emanu-El 
have generously welcomed us to use their facility for in-person events as well as their 
kitchen. Zoom has also allowed us to conduct many programs and services while 
providing safe distancing in the comfort of our homes. “Tune in” or join us at one 
of Beth El’s many events – we welcome you! 

SERVICES
•  Daily Minyan, Shabbat & Holiday Services
 Some hybrid: in-person & Zoom
 Homemade challah & sweets on Shabbat

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS 
•  Educational Presentations
•  Talks by local speakers
•  Lunch & Learn with the Rabbi
SOCIAL EVENTS
•  Distanced Gatherings
•  Musical Events
•  Curbside Meal Offerings
•  Schmooze Before & After Zoom Events 
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME! 860.442.0418 • bethel-nl.org

New Ads -- USE this one instead of one 
with pic of Rabbi

5.5” x 4”

A Torah Minute - Acharei Mot
By Rabbi Yosef Resnick

This Shabbos, the Shabbos after Pesach, is 
called “shlissel Shabbos,” the “key Shabbos.” 
The gates of heaven, and parnossa, wealth, are 
open for us, we are taught. Many have the cus-
tom of baking challah in the shape of a key, the 
key to the pearly gates. Some bake an actual 
key into the challah, and some prick the chal-
lah with a key. 

Whichever you like, if you did any of these 
things, I wish everyone a successful year of 
abundance and blessings.

Among other things, the Zohar this week tells us that 
true joy comes from spiritual matters, and being connected to G-d, and 
that we should try to limit our joy over worldly things. Even the Talmud 
says that joy should be limited, since we do not have the Temple in Je-
rusalem at the moment. At the height of our greatest joy we often do 
things to remind us of this, such as breaking a glass at a wedding. 

How do you feel about this? Do you get your greatest joy from spiri-
tual matters? As such physical beings, is that even possible? Some say 
that we are spiritual beings having a physical experience (and not the 
opposite.)

Here is the Zohar:
“After the death of the two sons of Aaron...”

Synopsis
Rabbi Yehuda and Rabbi Shimon discuss the words ‘spoke’ and ‘said’ 

in “Hashem spoke to Moses” and “Hashem said to Moses” and we learn 
that they are from two levels, judgment and mercy, but nevertheless are 
from the same source, that is Zeir Anpin. 

Rabbi Yitzchak says that one verse says to serve Hashem in fear and 
another says to come before him with singing, and that these two verses 
seem contradictory. Rabbi Shimon says that if one shows awe and rever-
ence, he will then deserve the joy and singing. One should not rejoice 
too much over worldly matters, so that he will be able to perform the 
precepts with gladness. We are told that fear of God is the beginning of 
service to Him. 

We read of the several reasons that Nadab and Abihu died while giv-
ing the offering, and that they were still under the authority of Aaron at 
the time. Rabbi Chiya tells how he encountered two men studying the 
Torah in a cleft in the mountain, and of how they were discussing poems 
and psalms and songs, and speaking about the sons of Korah who did 
not die. 

They say that every time a righteous person dies it brings forgive-
ness for the sins of the whole generation. The memory of the two sons 

of Aaron serves as atonement for 
Yisrael while they are in exile, be-
cause Nadab and Abihu are each 
considered equal to the seventy 
members of the Sanhedrin who 
served before Moses.

Please don’t hesitate to be in 
touch if I can be of help in any way,

Rabbi Yosef Resnick, M.Ed.
Certified Marriage, Relation-
ship & Intimacy Coach
Brothers of Joseph Synagogue
2 Broad St., Norwich, CT
Cell: 781.201.0377
Google Virtual Office Phone: 
339.364.3044
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By Nadine  
Lipman

Despite not 
having a build-
ing of their own, 
the membership 
of Congregation 
Beth El of Water-
ford/New London 
has maintained 
their connections 
in ways outside of 
holding religious 
observations at 
other area congre-
gations. Live JETI 
Talks (Jewish Edu-
cation, Theology 
and Information) 
have continued to 

flourish with interesting and invigorating sessions on the first Tuesday 
of every month. April’s event featured Ruth Radin & Hinda Kimmel giv-
ing a talk and demonstration focusing on charoset recipes from around 
the world as preparation for the festival of Passover.

A couple recipes are listed here; contact the office for the entire PDF, 
which also includes recipes for the Italian, Piedmont, and Morocco com-
munities:

Algerian Charoset
Jews date back to the 1st century in Algeria. In the 15th century, 

many Spanish Jews fled to the Maghreb, including today’s Algeria. Alge-
ria won its independence in 1962, and by the Nationality Code of 1963 
denied citizenship to all non-Muslims. Algeria’s Jews, most of whom had 
been entitled to French citizenship since 1870, left.

In 1955, there were 140,000 Jews in Algeria. After being granted in-
dependence in 1962, the Algerian government harassed the Jewish com-
munity and deprived Jews of their economic rights. As a result, almost 
130,000 Algerian Jews immigrated to France. Since 1948, 25,681 Alge-
rian Jews have immigrated to Israel.

3/4 cups chopped, pitted dates
1 3/4 chopped dried figs
1/4 cup sweet red wine
1 tsp cinnamon
1/4 tsp nutmeg
2 Tbs confectionary sugar
*Combine all ingredients in food processor and 

pulse to paste. Roll into walnut sized balls. Can be 
served as an appetizer. Can roll in cinnamon and 
sugar.

Indian Charoset
Jews have lived in India for over 2,500 years and 

were the first foreign religious group to enter the 
country. Of all the Diaspora communities, the Jews 
of India are among the least known but perhaps 
among the most interesting. There are three major 
historicalJewish communities in India: Bene Israel, 
a 2800 year old community settled mainly in and 
around Mumbai; Cochin Jews, an ancient 2000 year 
old community whose members have mostly emi-
grated to Israel; and Baghdadi Jews, a 300 year old 
community based in Calcutta that originated from 
Jewish business people who came from Baghdad 

Post Pesach treats – never too  
late to enjoy charosis

beginning in the 17th century. It is 
not surprising that the combina-
tion of Indian flavors and Jewish 
Tradition creates such a delicious 
and unique charoset recipe 1 large 
papaya (or 2 small), peeled, seed-
ed and chopped

1 cup dried mango, diced
3/4 cup whole raw cashews
juice of 1 lemon
1/2 tsp freshly grated peeled 

ginger
1/4 tsp cinnamon
1/8 tsp each ground cloves and 

cardamom
*Mix all ingredients together 

and serve. Recommend making 
fresh but you can make it a day 
ahead and refrigerate it. If you 
would like to tailor your recipe, 
you can add ground date paste to 
symbolize the mortar the slaves 
used to build the walls during 
their slavery in Egypt.

These are all available free for 
the whole community to attend/
watch. Many of the previous JETI 
talks are available on the Congre-
gation Beth El of New London, CT 
YouTube page. JETI Talks are all 
about community and are open to 
everyone. If there are any mem-
bers of the Jewish community at 
large that has an interesting story 
to tell, a special hobby, exciting oc-
cupation or extensive knowledge 
on different topics- WE NEED 
YOU for next season! For more in-
formation on how to participate 
or just to watch, contact the Con-
gregation Beth El office by phone 
(860-442-0418) or email (of-
fice@bethel-nl.org).

SAVE THESE  

Events for members in good standing
DATES 

 
MAY  

3 
Tuesday 

JETI TALK  6:30 P.M. 7:30 P.M.
Via Zoom

Our final JETI Talk before summer will feature 
psychiatrist, Dan Bendor, MD who will give a talk 
entitled, “Joseph, Tevye, Freud, Neuroscientists: 
What the Heck Do Dreams Mean?”

MAY  
22 

Sunday 

CRAFT EVENT & LAG B’OMER BBQ  4:00 8:00 P.M.
McCooks Park | Niantic (Upper Level)
No beach pass needed.

The evening will begin with crafts and games followed by dinner and 
minyanim and will end with Lag B’omer. 
4:00 6:00 P.M. Crafts (nominal fee) and Games
6:00 8:00 P.M. Dinner and Minyanim

JUNE  
12 

Sunday 

HAROLD JULI MEMORIAL CANTOR’S CONCERT  6:30 8:30 P.M.
Temple Emanu El | Waterford
All are welcome to enjoy an evening of  
Yiddish melodies featuring Cantor Sanford Cohn. 
Hors d’oeuvres will be available.

JULY  
24 

Sunday 

ANITQUE CAR SHOW FUNDRAISER  NOON 3/4:00 P.M.
Cherry Hill | Norwich  (details will be sent to those who sign up)
Enjoy an afternoon of riding in antique cars, a barbershop quartet and 
pizza!  Fun for everyone!

AUGUST  
14 

Sunday 

MEMBERSHIP PICNIC  5:30 8:30 P.M.
McCooks Park | Niantic (Upper Level)  

Yachad BBYO invites the community to join them in celebrating Isra-
el's Independence Day. Arrive at Temple Emanu-El (29 Dayton Road, Wa-
terford) at 7:30 p.m. to schmooze and then say farewell to Shabbat with 
Havdalah. At 8 p.m. teens will offer up trivia games using Kahoot with an 
Israeli theme and more to be enjoyed by all. This is a family event.

In addition, there will be tables set up for people to play Mah Jongg 
and a variety of games like UNO, Yatchze and more. Light refreshments 
will be available.

This evening is Yachad BBYO’s spring fundraiser. Since it is taking 
place at the tail end of Shabbat, people are asked to pre-pay by either 
credit card (call 860-442-8062) or check made payable to JFEC and 
mailed to JFEC, 28 Channing St., New London, CT 06320 prior to the 
event. Admission for the evening’s festivities is $25 per person, kids 13 
and under pay $10. A portion of the proceeds will support humanitarian 
efforts in Ukraine.

Masking is optional, you must be vaccinated to attend.
The JFEC and Yachad BBYO thanks Temple Emanu-El for allowing the 

use of its social hall for this event. 

Save the date –  
May 14 / 7:30 p.m. 

In Person Yachad BBYO celebrates 
Israel Independence Day

Congregation Beth El
860-442-0418

www.office@bethel-nl.org
www.office@bethel-nl.org
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For more information go to 
www.teastarrynightdinnerdance.com

Join us for a totally fab  
Starry Night Celebration

Let’s toast all things 60s including our 
60th, 61st, and 62nd anniversaries.

Saturday, June 11, 2022  6 p.m.
Port ’N Starboard  Ocean Beach Park

A NIGHT TO 
GET YOUR

GROOVE   
ON!

cocktails  dancing  

heavy hors d‘oeuvres   
dessert  silent auction 

Join us for a totally fab  
Starry Night Celebration

Let’s toast all things 60s including our 
60th, 61st, and 62nd anniversaries.

Saturday, June 11, 2022  6 p.m.
Port ’N Starboard  Ocean Beach Park

Please join the Jewish Federations of CT and JFACT for a foreign policy 
discussion with Senator Chris Murphy on Monday, May 2 at 5:45pm. 
You can register at https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZAqcempqDojHNTULilBHIKGXti3Y6-9Gy-U?eType=EmailBlas
tContent&eId=dbd577bb-e275-4730-a9f3-458dccda1dfc. You 
can also go to the JFEC.com website and scroll down on the homep-
age to May 2 on the calendar and click on the US Senator Chris Mur-
phy in the description to the right of the calendar to register.

By Ron Kampeas, JTA
President Joe Biden accepted an invitation to 

visit Israel amid differences between the allies over 
how best to contain Iran and the White House’s concern over mounting 
Israeli-Palestinian tensions in Jerusalem.

A White House statement issued after Biden spoke with Prime Min-
ister Naftali Bennett on a phone call on Sunday emphasized how close 
and friendly their relations are, a contrast to the years of tension and 
bitterness between Bennett’s predecessor, Benjamin Netanyahu, and 
U.S. Democrats.

“The two leaders emphasized the strong personal bond they have de-
veloped since the Prime Minister’s visit to Washington last summer,” the 
White House statement said. “This personal relationship has animated 
the work of our diplomatic and national security teams, enabling both 
countries to arrive at common positions on difficult matters.”

Still, both the White House and Israeli statements alluded to areas 
of disagreement. In his own statement, Bennett warned Biden not to 
accede to Iranian demands to remove the Iranian Revolutionary Guard 
Corps from the U.S. designated terrorist list. Biden is said to be opposed 
to delisting the IRGC, but Iran is holding out for delisting as a condition 
for the U.S. reentry into the Iran nuclear deal, a key Biden foreign policy 
objective.

“I am sure that President Biden, who is a true friend of Israel and 
cares about its security, will not allow the IRGC to be removed from the 
list of terrorist organizations,” Bennett said in his statement. “Israel has 
clarified its position on the issue: The IRGC is the largest terrorist orga-
nization in the world.”

Biden to visit Israel as Iran deal and Jerusalem tensions rise

The visit, which both offices 
said would happen within months, 
comes at a time when both leaders 
face political pressures: Biden is 
unpopular and Democrats might 
lose one or both chambers in Con-
gress in the midterm elections. 
Bennett leads a coalition that now 
controls just 60 of the 120 seats in 
the Knesset, or Israeli parliament, 
after a coalition member defected 
earlier this month.

The White House statement 
referred to recent tensions in Je-
rusalem over the Temple Mount, 
the holy site that has been a flash-
point for police clashes through-
out the Muslim holiday month of 
Ramadan.

“The President took note of 
ongoing efforts between Israeli 
and Palestinian officials to lower 
tensions and ensure a peaceful 
conclusion to the holy season of 
Ramadan,” the White House state-
ment said.

Biden also recommitted to 
full-fledged defense assistance to 
Israel, at a time when an increas-
ing number of progressive Demo-
crats are calling for some level of 
restriction on assistance to Israel.

Biden “affirmed his unwaver-
ing support for Israel and its de-
fense needs, and welcomed the 
historic $1 billion allocation to 
replenish Israel’s Iron Dome sys-
tem,” the statement said, refer-
ring to money Israel asked for to 
replenish stores of the antimissile 
system depleted during last year’s 
Gaza conflict.

President Joe Biden meets Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett in the White House, Aug. 27, 2021. (Avi 
Ohayon/Israel Government Press Office)

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAqcempqDojHNTULilBHIKGXti3Y6-9Gy-U?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=dbd577bb-e275-4730-a9f3-458dccda1dfc
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAqcempqDojHNTULilBHIKGXti3Y6-9Gy-U?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=dbd577bb-e275-4730-a9f3-458dccda1dfc
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAqcempqDojHNTULilBHIKGXti3Y6-9Gy-U?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=dbd577bb-e275-4730-a9f3-458dccda1dfc
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    By  

Artie
  Dean

Covid Chronicles
As we pass the two-year point of the COVID pandemic that has taken 

at least a million Americans, the country is more divided than ever over 
our response. The latest strains of Omicron seem to produce less severe 
symptoms, less hospitalization, less death. Still, nearing seventy and 
wanting very much to reach eighty, I have struggled with the level of cau-
tion I should exhibit. CDC officials tell us that if you are fully vaccinated 
and appropriately boosted you can still become infected with the COVID 

virus, but you are unlikely to die or require hospitalization. I know folks 
who got sick and had a few days of sniffles. Others report symptoms of 
a bad cold for a week. Some had fever. Some required the new antiviral 
medications against the virus. So, I pose the question everyone is asking. 
How do we return to the activities we formerly took for granted? 

Did you attend a Seder? Would you attend synagogue services in per-
son? See a movie in a theater? Attend a lecture, a show, a concert? Should 
you wear a mask at these activities? If you visit grown children or grand-
children, do you all test yourselves first? Wear a mask? Stay distanced? 
Do we gradually go back to our former activities, or throw caution to the 
wind and put our masks away for good?

As I’ve travelled around the country in the past few months, I found 
areas in Florida and Georgia where no one wore masks as if the pan-
demic was completely over. In Boston I walked along Beacon Street past 
the Boston University campus and found students all wearing masks 
outdoors. Some of my friends are eating in restaurants, going to con-
certs, and returning to their previous activities. Others are much more 
cautious. They remain ever-vigilant, unwilling to shop or gather indoors 
with anyone outside their immediate family. 

I am taking a more nuanced approach, trying to return to my previ-
ous activities, while keeping my level of risk down. I’ve been practic-
ing dentistry the past 14 months while wearing a mask and I’ve stayed 
healthy. I am adapting that approach to my social activities. Whenever 
there’s a risk, I wear an N95 mask. Not a blue surgical mask or a pretty 
cloth version which leak, but a tightly fit N95 capable of significant pro-
tection. 

I attended a Seder with my 
oldest son’s family this year with a 
hundred people at a Boston syna-
gogue, but we sat outside, under 
a huge tent with open sides. I ar-
rived wearing a mask, but when 
I saw I was the only one I slipped 
it into my pocket. I must admit I 
felt anxious sitting at a table of 
ten, yet the smile on my grand-
daughter’s face seemed to calm 
my fears. There is far less risk of 
infection outside compared to in-
side contacts.

I have gone back to worship-
ping in the synagogue in person, 
yet I keep my mask on during the 
service. I never stopped seeing my 
children and grandchildren, but 

when we gather, I take a rapid test 
beforehand, and they do the same. 
I always wear a mask in stores. 

I visit friend’s homes, un-
masked, without testing, if no one 
has the sniffles. I won’t eat at a 
restaurant indoors yet but prefer 
those that provide outdoor seat-
ing. With the warmer weather 
coming that seems like a sensible 
option. I’ve been to a show while 
wearing a mask, but I made a 
point of moving to a section with 
few other people. I dream of go-
ing to a movie theater, masked 
of course, but there’s not much 
worth seeing these days.

Dr. Anthony Fauci, said, several 
months ago, that we are all likely 
to become infected with some 
strain of COVID eventually. That 
said, I think each of us needs to 
make difficult choices about our 
health and level of risk. My advice: 
Stay informed about what’s 
going on in the community. 

COVID 19 Virus

Are cases rising again? Is there a new strain on the way? A new spike? 
What’s the level of health risk if you are vaccinated? Get vaccine boost-
ers whenever appropriate. If we need a yearly vaccination to reduce risk, 
I’m all for it.

We all desperately want to get back to some sense of normalcy. I am 
including a link to the CDC website. I think it’s the best source of infor-
mation and will guide us in the coming weeks, months, years. I hope you 
all had a good and meaningful Pesach. 

CDC website: https://www.cdc.gov

May-June 2022 Senior Connections
Dona Casey, Senior Services Coordinator

Contact Dona at 860-271-1322 
the Wednesday before hot lunch 

to make your reservation
Spring is here and we’ve been enjoying our kosher hot lunches at 

noon on Mondays in the social hall at Temple Emanu-El. More and more 
friends have been joining us again. 

We have had a few guest appearances. Anthony Tran from TVCCA 
popped in to say hello. Rabbi Marc Ekstrand spoke to us about Passover.  

 
Lunches for May-June:

May 2: Baked manicotti with marinara, four bean salad, garlic 
bread, and fresh oranges

May 9: Roasted chicken, sweet potato fries, green beans, and fruit 
cocktail

May 16: Indoor picnic with all beef hot dog on a roll, vegetarian 
baked beans, cole slaw, and applesauce

May 23: Tuna salad grinder with lettuce and tomato, tomato and 
cucumber salad with Italian dressing, sweet potato fries, and diced 
pears.

May 30: No lunch – Memorial Day
June 2: Lunch on your own at Mr. Gs Restaurant
Our program will take a summer break ending on Monday, June 2 

with a lunch together at Mr. G’s Restaurant on 452 Williams St. in New 
London. Lunch will be on your own. 

What to look forward to over the summer
On Monday, July 11 and on Monday, August 22 there will be summer 

picnics. More information will follow in the July-August 2022 Maven. 
There will be a possible trip in the fall to see a performance.

Rabbi Marc Ekstrand spoke to seniors about Passover.  

https://www.cdc.gov


6     THE JEWISH LEADER, APRIL 29, 2022 

Realtor Corner
Frustration!

By Geoff Hausmann
On April 1, I celebrated my 25th anniversa-

ry of being in real estate and honestly cannot 
be any more frustrated with the current mar-
ket. For my entire career, there is nothing more satisfying than putting a 
first-time home buyer into a home.

The current market is the hardest market I have worked in as there is 
nothing to sell. I am writing this article on April 20, 2022, and there are 
currently 219 active properties on the market in New London County. 
Of which, there are only 26 properties that have a status of active under 
$200,000. To split it up even more, 11 are in Norwich, 4 in Sprague and at 
least 5 that I know of that are about to go pending, that leaves 6 proper-
ties. Norwich and Sprague are the 2 towns in New London County where 
the properties do not sell quickly. 

If the lack of proper-
ties is not enough to be 
frustrated about, then 
you must deal with 
the increase of inter-
est rates since the holi-
days. In December, you 
could get an interest 
rate for 2.5% and today 
the rate is 4.875%. The 
word is that interest 
rates will be over 6% 
soon. What does this 
mean? The person who 
qualified for $175,000 
months ago now quali-
fies only for $125,000. 
At that price, that buyer 

will be lucky to get a mobile home or a 1-bedroom condo. 
Every new listing seems to be under contract in 3 or 4 days. Each list-

ing receives on average 15 offers. So, one buyer is happy and the other 
14 continue the search. Not very good odds. Explaining that the buyer’s 
search continues is not a phrase I wanted to be experienced at.

How to overcome this market and make yourself a stronger buyer? 
What is your feeling of not doing an inspection? Have you talked to 
your mortgage person to make sure you are preapproved versus being 
prequalified? Do you have a rich uncle who is willing to help you pur-
chase a home by making an all-cash offer? 

I have been trying to figure out how to make this article positive. I 
have buyers who have figured out how to qualify for more money by pay-
ing off other bills that they may have. I have a buyer who came with ten 
wants in a home that included a fireplace, a garage, an acre of land, two 
full baths, and on city sewer. Now this same person is now just looking 

for a home in his price range.
My best advice is to just hang 

in there. Your opportunity will 
happen eventually – the market 
is bound to change. 

Please remember you can 
search for homes at www.Call-
TheHouseMan.com. Do you 
have a question about real es-
tate? Advice/responses will be 
made by:  Geoff Hausmann,  RE/
MAX on the Bay,  860-443-4400, 
Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com

Pesach was an opportunity to 
break into the Willimantic area for 
a PJ Library event. Seven families 
registered to participate in their 
first PJ Library activity. We met at 
the Ballard Museum and Institute 
of Puppetry in Storrs, CT. A great 
time was had by all as we created 
puppets depicting the story of 
Passover and then rehearsed and 
performed our show in the muse-
um’s theater. So awesome!

PJ Library travels to Storrs for Passover

Follow us on Facebook 

 

President     
   Karen Bloustine    
   860-326-6377 
   bloustinek@gmail.com 
 
Cards & Certificates   
   Kim Fischburg 
   kimfischburg@gmail.com 
   860.608.9223 

Membership & Donations 
  Vicki Seroussi 
   mothersong@gmail.com 
   860.823.1754 
   90 Estabrooks Rd. 
   Hampton, CT 06247 

Happy
Passover!

Retell the story of Passover
 

Join PJ Library's interactive telling of the Passover story.
Kids create puppets, rehearse and then perform the

Passover story. The whole family celebrates together as
Moses and Miriam lead everyone across the red sea and

into freedom! Dayenu!
 

$20 per family
includes museum tour

 

Advance reservations required.
 

Sunday, April 10, 2022

10:00AM
Ballard Institute and Museum of Puppetry

1 Royce Cir #101B, Storrs, CT  

 

RSVP
Barbara Wolfe 

pjlibrary@jfec.com
860-442-8062

 

http://www.CallTheHouseMan.com
http://www.CallTheHouseMan.com
mailto:Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com
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Hadassah News
President’s Message

by Karen Bloustine

Yom Hashoah Program of April 24
BRAVO! to the team who put together this year’s JFEC and Henny Si-

mon Remembrance Community Yom HaShoah program. It was moving, 
impressive, meaningful, educational, and beautifully presented. 

Many thanks to the panelists, clergy and Candle Lighters who made 
the program so special. But for today - a special shout-out to our German 
guests: Gerhard Hoffmann, the former Principal of the Alzey Germany 
Elisabeth Langgasser Gymnasium High School; Dawn Colton-Mund - a 
former teacher at the school who connected Judi Hopfer Deglin’s family 
with Alzey Holocaust history; and the three students, Nina Gunther, Cara 
Czerny and Cederik Heiss and their teacher Mario Wagner. They shared 
their insights with us on Holocaust and Nazi era education in Germany 
and were all terrific. These connections will be lasting and ongoing. 

The program is available for viewing on the Jewish Federation's You-
Tube page as is the film made by the high school students depicting the 
life story of Marriane Strauss, Judi’s aunt from Alzey who perished in 
Treblinka along with her mother Ida Strauss. Stay tuned for more stories 
and information arising out of this wonderful program. 

Dawn Colton-Mund - former teacher in 
Alzey High School

Mario Wagner - Teacher at Alzey Elisa-
beth Langgasser Gymnasium

Nina Gunther, student at Alzey High 
School

Cara Czerny, student at Alzey High 
Shcool

Cederik Heiss, student at Alzey High School

Gerhard Hoffmann - Former Principal of Al-
zey High School

On the front lines of war -- 
Hadassah saves a Ukrainian child’s life

By Sheila Horvitz
The Hadassah Medical Center 

delegation to the Ukraine-Poland 
border saved a child refugee’s life, 
according to the hospital.

The child, two-year-old Alex, 
and his mother went to the Hadas-
sah emergency medical clinic in 
Przemyśl, Poland. They had just 
escaped from Kharkiv and Alex 
needed three abdominal surgeries 
for intestinal blockage.

Under the threat of Russian ar-
tillery fire, the team had to stop in 
the middle of surgery at one point 
when the city was attacked, Dr. 
Mohamad Hadhud, a pediatrician 
from Hadassah Ein Kerem and a 
member of the Hadassah delega-
tion, said.

In a previous operation, a 
Ukrainian surgeon had created a 
stoma, an opening through which 
the feces goes from the intestine 
into a stoma bag, which is a tem-
porary solution.

However, by the time Alex and 
his mother arrived at the clinic, 
the bag had become dislodged, 
leaving his intestines painfully ex-
posed.

After sanitizing the operation 
area, the medical staff put Alex’s 
intestines back into place and re-
placed the bag in preparation for 
further surgery.

“When we finished taking care 
of Alex, the boy became more re-
laxed, and at last he smiled and 
laughed,” Hadhud said. “There’s no 
doubt that a serious infection was 
prevented that would have put his 
life very quickly at risk. Once the 
stomach is open and no sterility 
is maintained, as happened here, 
the situation may deteriorate to a 
place of no return.”

“This situation, in which a child 
so small comes along and they 
have had to stop his surgery right 
in the middle - only illustrates 
what entire families are going 
through, families who, in a mo-
ment’s time, are torn apart from 
their lives,” Hadhud added. “I am 
glad that we, a team of pediatri-
cians and nursing staff from Ha-
dassah, were there just at the right 
time to help, and that Alex and his 
mother said goodbye to us with 
smiles and hugs.”

Members of the Hadassah Medical Center humanitarian delegation 
with Alex and his mother. (credit: HADASSAH UNIVERSITY MEDICAL 
CENTER)
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Emanu-El’s Homecoming deemed a success
By Armi Rowe

About 75 Temple Emanu-El congregants attended a 
special Homecoming Event on Sunday, April 10 for special 
Temple announcements, the launch of the new Member 
Spotlight Series featuring a mini-exhibit of Pat Sher’s fiber 
art designs Torah covers and tallit, and mitzvah projects led 
by the Social Action Committee’s Karen Bloustine and Barry 
Feldman. 

The event opened with Rabbi Marc Ekstrand, Hazzan, 
Sherry Barnes, and some Temple Emanu-El youth greeting 
everyone in song. How good it was that everyone gathered 
to help preserve the sacred community’s space through vol-
unteer projects to help freshen up the interior and exterior 
of the building after two pandemic years. 

The bonus was all the camaraderie, chat updates, smiles 
and laughter as various groups worked together to finish 
some housekeeping and grounds keeping tasks. This in-
cluded several valuable services, such as repairing a light 
fixture on the bima and the doorstop of the supply closet; 
sorting through old paint cans, moving some furniture into 
storage and loading many items on to trucks for recycling 
at the transfer station. Outside, volunteers pruned brush, 

raked leaves, chain sawed sections of a fallen tree, cleaned 
the gutters, disassembled the sukkah, and planted flowers. 
Inside, volunteers dusted the walls, corners, and prayer 
books, cleaned out the coat closet, vacuumed the ark and 
polished the Torah silver. Committees met for book club 
and set up tables to share information. 

We are grateful to Scott Zettler for his many years of ser-
vice as President of Brotherhood. During announcements 
he passed the baton to Rich McCaffrey and Nathaniel Rowe 
who have taken over as Brotherhood Co-Presidents. Mazel 
Tov to Janine Sitko who was announced by Scott Wolfe as 
our next recipient of the Howard Ilson Award. She will be 
formally presented with the award at the Sisterhood Shab-
bat service on May 13.

Special thanks to Pat Sher for her beautiful exhibit and 
interesting fiber art presentation as well as her donation 
of the Spring flowers for the entrance. Thank you to Mike 
Reinhard, Scott Zettler, Greg Morea, Brian Alpert, and Na-
thaniel Rowe who prepared and served a delicious barbe-
cue after all the activity. Thank you to all our volunteers 
who toiled together to make our second home warm and 
inviting.
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Passover celebrated at Temple Emanu-El

On April 10 about 40 students learned about Exodus by celebrating 
Passover over a seder led by Hazzan Sherry Barnes and their teach-
ers and later, they were led by Sam Winograd as Moses as to re-en-
act the Jewish people crossing the parting Sea of Reeds safely out of 
Egypt (special thanks to the teachers and parents who helped with 
the parting and closing of the sea).

And on April 15, over 100 Temple Emanu-El mem-
bers and their families and friends celebrated the 
first night of Passover over a Seder led by Rabbi Marc 
Ekstrand and Hazzan Sherry Barnes in Langley’s Res-
taurant at Great Neck Country Club. 
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136 Sachem Street
Norwich CT 06360

860-889-2374
Fax 860-886-2396

Memorial

By Ron Kampeas, JTA
American Jewish millennials have positive feel-

ings about Israel, even when they answer questions that are infused 
with anxiety about its status.

That’s according to 
a poll released April 25 
by the American Jewish 
Committee that found 
that most Jews aged 25-
40 think Israel is nec-
essary to the survival 
of the Jewish people 
(69.6%), and that it’s 
important for American 
Jews to maintain close 
ties with Israel (72.8%). 
A majority, 64.7%, said 
they took pride in Is-
rael’s accomplishments. 
They said they believe 
that 90% of American 
Jews cared about Israeli 
Jews.

And as much as the 
respondents felt af-
fection for Israel, they 
were not overly worried 
about how the country 
is perceived, even when the AJC’s questions suggested that there is an 
anti-Israel climate on campus or elsewhere, or that Jewish and Israeli 
survival are at risk.

Asked whether the “actions of the state of Israel have made my life as 
an American Jew more difficult,” 58% said the phrase did not describe 
their experience.

Asked whether “The anti-Israel climate, on campus or elsewhere, has 
forced me to hide my Jewish identity,” 62.2 % said this did not describe 
their experience, and 10.9% said they didn’t think there is an anti-Isra-
el climate. The poll elicited similar results when it asked respondents 
whether “the Anti-Israel climate, on campuses or elsewhere, has dam-
aged my relationships with friends.”

The results were not all sunny. A third of respondents said Israeli ac-
tions have in fact made their lives more difficult, and one in five said 
anti-Israel sentiment had corroded their friendships or caused them to 
hide their Jewishness.

The two AJC officials who shaped the poll said they baked implicit 
assumptions about how Israel is perceived and discussed into the ques-
tions because they wanted to sharpen the answers respondents gave. 
Such assumptions are typically avoided in surveys because they can in-
fluence how people answer.

“Part of the reason that we ask the question in the way that we did 
was because we have to have a clear question that won’t be misinter-

AJC poll: American Jewish millennials care about Israel 
preted and that can also give us 
data that can be quantified easily,” 
Laura Shaw Frank, the director of 
AJC’s contemporary Jewish life de-
partment. Shaw Frank spoke in a 

joint interview with Dana Steiner, 
the director of AJC ACCESS Global, 
which targets younger Jews.

The poll assessed the views of 
American millennial Jews on Is-
rael in conjunction with another 
poll of Israeli Jewish millennials 
assessing their attitudes toward 
the American Jewish community.

“Asking about the notion of sur-
vival does cut to the core of how 
each of these groups feels about 
one another,” Shaw Frank said.

Steiner, who is a millennial, 
said she had registered among 
Jews her age concerns about Jew-
ish and Israeli survival, and she 
wanted to see if it was validated 
more broadly.

“I had been anecdotally hear-
ing real concern from young peo-
ple saying, ‘You know, I’m worried 
that my generation is just not go-
ing to care anymore or that they 
won’t support Israel in a way that 
could potentially risk its existen-
tial standing’,” she said. “And I 
think one of the reasons we want-
ed to get this question out there 
was to understand, is this true? 
Is there really an existential crisis 
at play? And I think what our data 
suggests is: No, there isn’t.”

That was good news, she said. 
“Seeing this was very affirming 
and very helpful for us,” she said.

The AJC highlighted the high 

People take part in the Celebrate Israel Parade along Fifth Avenue in New York 
City, May 31, 2015. (Eric Thayer/Getty Images)

scores for mutual caring in both populations in its press release. “Sig-
nificant majorities of American (72%) and Israeli (89%) Jewish millen-
nials say it is important that the American Jewish community and Israel 
maintain close ties, with 48% of Americans and 46% of Israelis saying it 
is very important,” the release said.

The survey nonetheless uncovered sharp differences over the degree 
to which Diaspora Jews should be involved in shaping Israeli policies. 
The AJC release noted that “55% of American Jews, and 22% of Israelis 
say it is appropriate for American Jews to try to influence Israeli policy, 
while 36% of Americans and 69% of Israelis say it is not appropriate.”

The survey of 800 American Jews, ages 25-40, was conducted by You-
Gov between Feb. 9 and March 30 and had a margin of error of 4.69 
percentage points. The survey of 1001 Israeli Jews was conducted by 
Geocartograhy from Feb. 14-22 and had a margin of error of 4 percent-
age points.

Two polls last year also found that the majority of American Jews 
feel connected to Israel, even as a significant number of them, especially 
younger ones, agree with critical statements about Israeli policy.

By Cnaan Liphshiz, JTA
Refugees from Ukraine joined the March of the Living commemora-

tion event at Auschwitz.
The refugeesA are among 2,500 people from 25 countries who signed 

up for the mission to the former death camp, the first since March of 
the Living suspended such activities due to COVID-19, the educational 
group said in a statement. The March brings young people from around 
the world to Poland and Israel to study the history of the Holocaust.

The event took place on April 28 and culminated in the traditional 
two-mile march between the Auschwitz and Auschwitz-Birkenau camps 
near Krakow in memory of the victims of the Holocaust, the statement 
said.

One of the Ukrainian participants is Yefim Podlipsky, a Jewish refugee 
from Vinnitsa. He ran a tourism company before he fled Ukraine after 
Russia’s Feb. 24 invasion of the country.

Lila Buzeniuk, another Ukrainian refugee participating in this year’s 
event, also comes from Vinnitsa.

“The war divided our family and forced us to leave our home and our 
country,” Buzeniuk, a mother of three, said in the March of the Living 
statement. “But we survived, and we are alive. We found shelter and ref-
uge in a sister country,” she said of Poland. “Thanks to wonderful people 
we will live, we will remember — and never forget.”

Ukrainian refugees joined 
March of Living

Participants of the March of the Living exit a gate in the former Nazi 
camp Auschwitz in Poland, May 2, 2019. (Courtesy of the International 
March of the Living)
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By Jane Herz, New York Jewish Week
Dolly Meckler did not grow up making challah — the sweet, pillowy 

bread that is the centerpiece for many Jewish holidays, including Shab-
bat.

Meckler wasn’t even much of a baker before COVID-19 lockdowns 
forced her, and pretty much everyone in the world, to become prison-
ers of the home. Like many millennials at 
the time, Meckler, 30, started baking her 
loaves to keep herself busy through the 
long hours and weeks of isolation. She 
documented her process on Instagram 
and was surprised when people started 
asking to purchase her loaves. 

Now, after a move back home to New 
York City in the summer of 2020 and into 
her third commercial kitchen space, her 
one-time hobby — Challah Dolly — is a 
full-fledged challah-making business. 
Meckler offers three different varieties 
— original, honey cinnamon sugar and 
everything seed — which are currently 
available at five markets across New 
York and Connecticut, as well as for sale 
directly from her website.

One of Meckler’s main goals is to 
make Jewish food more accessible — 
even “trendy,” she said.

“I am trying to make it accessible to people that might feel intimi-
dated, and that might not know what challah bread is,” Meckler told the 
New York Jewish Week. “I think that I’m an entry point for people who 
have never had challah before.” 

Of course, over the course of the pandemic, there has been no short-
age of food — and Jewish food — entrepreneurs. Meckler joins the likes 
of Kayla Kaye, Blake Hunter of Hella Bagels and Mandy Silverman, who 
are creating baked goods and showing them off on social media. But 
Meckler has broken ahead of the pack, with profiles in Forbes, The New 
Yorker and Time Out New York, among others. She’s also received shout-
outs from the likes of Lena Dunham, handbag designer Susan Alexandra 
and popular food Instagram @foodbabyny. 

In the very beginning, Meckler followed a recipe from the New York 
Times. She then decided to experiment with a recipe that was passed 
onto her from a family friend, which is what she uses now. Not much of a 
“kitchen girl” before this all began, she said, Meckler’s background is in 
entertainment: She had moved to Los Angeles about six months before 
the pandemic to do some freelance social and digital marketing after 
working similar roles at HBO and YouTube.

That social media skill gave Meckler a leg up when it came to launch-

How Dolly Meckler turned her challah-baking  
hobby into a fast-rising business

ing Challah Dolly. She was able to combine her innate understanding of 
what works on Instagram to show off the challah and the brand. Meckler 
said she also loves to dress up in “high fashion” outfits and photograph 
herself alongside the challah, making it fun and playful for consumers.

“I look at my business through this lens of storytelling,” she said. 
“That’s just natu-
rally where my brain 
goes. Whereas, you 
know, Tate’s Cookies 
— she was a baker. 
I’m not a food artist, 
I’m not recipe test-
ing. I’m not doing 
that sort of thing. I’m 
thinking: How do I 
spread the story? I 
love the people com-
ponent, so how do I 
build community? 
How do I connect 
with other people? 
What does this mean 
to other people?”

Meckler started 
off by taking orders 
on her Instagram 

page, waking up at 5:30 each Friday morning and baking as many as 32 
loaves for pickups that evening. She opened up her online shop in Feb-
ruary 2021. But getting the product into brick-and-mortar stores was 
tough in the beginning — that is, she said, until she brought them a few 
slices. “What sealed the deal for a lot of these places was they told me, 
‘You know, we put it out for our employees, it’s gone, everyone ate it so 
fast,’” Meckler said.

These days, Challah Dolly has grown into a (mostly) full-time gig. 
Now that she’s transitioned to working with a wholesale bakery, Meck-
ler primarily handles the business aspects of Challah Dolly: putting more 
loaves into stores and working on the email marketing and social media.

Throughout her challah-baking journey, Meckler said that Challah 
Dolly has helped her become more in tune with her Jewish identity. 

Challah Dolly offers three different varieties — original, honey cinnamon sug-
ar and everything seed. (Courtesy)

She and her family moved from 
New York to Connecticut when 
she was 10 years old, and she and 
her brother were among the few 
Jewish kids at their high school. 
She made more Jewish friends 
while attending Indiana Univer-
sity. Since moving back to New 
York, she said, baking challah has 
only made Meckler feel even more 
proud of her Jewish heritage and 
the city she comes from. 

“There’s such an opportunity 
to try and make Judaism feel mod-
ern and cool,” Meckler said. “And 
like, not that it’s just reserved for 
Friday Shabbat dinner. I want peo-
ple to be eating challah with their 
sandwiches or with any meal, like 
it’s just really good bread, all re-
ligion aside.” (Challah Dolly does 
not have a kosher certification.) 

For now, Meckler is hoping to 
braid her challah into the fabric 
of New York’s foodie scene. She 
said she would love to do col-
laborations with the likes of Russ 
& Daughters or Ess-a-Bagel. For 
now, though, she’s happy that her 
challah is resonating with a wide 
cross-section of New Yorkers.

“I’ve had a lot of people say to 
me, ‘Wow, this is the first time I’ve 
ever had challah bread,’” Meckler 
said. “I love that, because it’s like, 
‘wow, I am so honored to be the 
first experience that you have with 
this really special bread.’” 
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By Cnaan Liphshiz, JTA
French President Emmanuel Macron won a second term Sunday, re-

ceiving 58% of the votes according to exit polls.
His rival, Marine Le Pen of the far-right National Rally Party, won 

nearly 42% of the vote, marking a decisive loss but giving her party its 
best electoral result yet. Le Pen, the daughter of a Holocaust denier who 
opposes the wearing of religious symbols in public, had received only 
33% in their previous matchup, in 2017.

Macron is a centrist who took unprecedented actions to curb what he 
defined as “Islamist hydra,” including the banning of all nurseries with-
out state supervision for children older than 3. He is also the first French 
president who called publicly anti-Zionism a form of antisemitism.

Le Pen is a populist who has vowed to crack down on public expres-
sions of Islam in France, including street prayers and the display of all 
religious symbols, including head coverings and kippahs. She asked 
French Jews to make this “sacrifice” to help her fight radical Islam with-
out violating the constitution.

Le Pen’s father, Jean-Marie, is a Holocaust denier with a long record 
of making antisemitic statements. He founded the National Rally in the 
1980s. Marine Le Pen succeeded him in 2011 and kicked him out the 
party in 2015 for those statements. She had promised to be a “shield” for 
Jews against radical Islam.

The European Jewish Congress extended “warm congratulations” to 
Macron in a statement. “President Macron’s win is a victory for sane and 
moderate politics,” said Ariel Muzicant, the group’s new president. “To-
day, mainstream and healthy democratic politics again defeated extrem-
ism and division.”

Eric Zemmour, a Jewish far-right candidate in the French presidential 
race who did not make it to the second and final round Sunday, called 
for unity among supporters of the French right to win future elections.

“There will be no victory without alliances between all the parts of 
the right-wing bloc,” said Zemmour, who had called on his supporters to 
vote for Le Pen.

Macron reelected in 
France, but Le Pen  
is a close second

Emmanuel Macron celebrates after his victory over Marine Le Pen in 
France’s presidential election at the Champ de Mars in Paris, April 24, 
2022. (Michel Stoupak/NurPhoto via Getty Images)
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By Asaf Shalev, JTA
The number of antisemitic 

incidents recorded by the Anti-
Defamation League in the United 
States in 2021 reached an all-time 
high, according to a new report by 
the group.

The 2,717 incidents identified 
in news articles by the ADL or re-
ported to the ADL directly in 2021 
represent a 34% increase from 
the 2,024 incidents of antisemi-
tism tallied by the group in 2020. 
Previously, the 2,107 incidents in 
2019 were the highest total since 
the ADL began publishing annual 
counts in 1979.

Anything from a slur to a terror 
attack can be included in the tally. 
For the second straight year, 2021 
saw no fatal incidents tied to anti-
semitism in the United States, but 
the ADL counted 88 antisemitic 
assaults, a 167% increase from 
the 33 assaults in the 2020 count.

The group cited several rea-
sons for the high numbers — in-
cluding what the ADL said was 
“improved reporting” because of 
partnerships with multiple Jewish 
organizations.

The partnerships — with sev-
eral Jewish organizations includ-
ing the Community Security Initia-
tive, Community Security Service, 
Hillel International, Secure Com-
munity Network, Union of Reform 
Judaism and the United Syna-
gogue of Conservative Judaism — 
were responsible for identifying 
494 incidents, or 18% of the total.

The ADL also documented a 
surge in incidents linked to the 
May 2021 round of deadly clashes 
between Israel and Hamas, many 
of which made national headlines 
at the time.

“Jews were being attacked in 
the streets for no other reason 
than the fact that they were Jew-
ish, and it seemed as if the work-
ing assumption was that if you 
were Jewish, you were blamewor-
thy for what was happening half 
a world away,” ADL CEO Jonathan 
Greenblatt said in a statement.

The 297 incidents that took 
place during the fighting in May 
represent an increase, but the ADL 
recorded other spikes later in the 
year, without a similar trigger.

More than any single factor, 
Greenblatt said the overall in-

ADL reports surge of antisemitic 
incidents in 2021

crease in antisemitic incidents can be linked to political instability and 
polarization.

“When it comes to antisemitic activity in America, you cannot point 
to any single ideology or belief system, and in many cases, we simply 
don’t know the motivation,” Greenblatt said. “But we do know that Jews 
are experiencing more antisemitic incidents than we have in this coun-
try in at least 40 years, and that’s a deeply troubling indicator of larger 
societal fissures.”

Nearly 20% of the incidents the ADL tallied last year were attribut-
able to right-wing actors, according to the report, which notes a sharp 
rise in the distribution of antisemitic pamphlets by groups such as the 
Goyim Defense League. A man set fire to a synagogue last October in 
Austin, Texas, shortly after the group held a rally there.

The Anti-Defamation League has lately faced criticism over both its 
overall strategy and its specific efforts to tally antisemitic incidents. 
Right-wing critics have charged that the group has abandoned its focus 
on Jewish security and, in the course of doing so, has grown concerned 
only with antisemitism on the right. Meanwhile, left-wing critics have 
argued that the group too easily conflates Israel criticism and antisemi-
tism, leading to an inflated measure of hatred against Jews.

In a field where a number of newer entrants have adopted a com-
bative approach to identifying and fighting antisemitism, the ADL has 
said that it remains committed to applying traditional research meth-
ods to its work. When it announced the Hillel partnership last year, for 
example, the group emphasized that it would not automatically count 
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more than one-hundred anti-Semitic groups operating openly in the 
United States. Few Americans dared to speak out or fight back—until an 
organized resistance of notorious mobsters waged their own personal 
war against the Nazis in their midst. Gangland-style...

In this thrilling blow-by-blow account, acclaimed crime writer Mi-
chael Benson uncovers the shocking truth about the insidious rise of Na-
zism in America—and the Jewish mobsters who stomped it out. Learn 
about:

* Nazi Town, USA: How one Long Island community named a street 
after Hitler, decorated buildings with swastikas, and set up a camp to 
teach US citizens how to goosestep.

* Meyer Lansky and Murder Inc.: How a Jewish mob accountant led 
fifteen goons on a joint family mission to bust heads at a Brown Shirt 
rally in Manhattan.

* Fritz Kuhn, “The Vest-Pocket Hitler”: How a German immigrant 
spread Nazi propaganda through the American Bund in New York City—
with 70 branches across the US.

* Newark Nazis vs The Minutemen: How a Jewish resistance group, 
led by a prize fighter and bootlegger for the mob, waged war on the 
Bund in the streets of Newark.

* Hitler in Hollywoodland: How Sunset Strip kingpin Mickey Cohen 
knocked two Brown Shirters’ heads together—and became the West 
Coast champion in the mob’s war on Nazis.

Packed with surprising, little-known facts, graphic details, and un-
forgettable personalities, Gangsters vs. Nazis chronicles the mob’s most 
ruthless tactics in taking down fascism—inspiring ordinary Americans 
to join them in their fight. The book culminates in one of the most infa-
mous events of the pre-war era—the 1939 Nazi rally in Madison Square 
Garden—in which law-abiding citizens stood alongside hardened crimi-
nals to fight for the soul of a nation. This is the story of the mob that’s 
rarely told—and one of the most fascinating chapters in American his-
tory. And American organized crime.

About Michael Benson
Michael Benson is the author of more than sixty books, including the 

nonfiction crime titles Betrayal in Blood, Killer Twins, Mommy Deadli-
est, Who’s Who in the JFK Assassination, and The Devil at Genesee Junc-
tion. He is the co-author, along with Frank Dimatteo, of the acclaimed 
American Mafia history books Carmine the Snake, Mafia Hit Man, and 
Lord High Executioner. He regularly appears on ID: Investigation Dis-
covery channel and is the recipient of the Academy of American Poets 
Award.

Registration options
There are two ticket options for this event. A free ticket that will give 

you access to the author talk and an optional $5 ticket for the talk, where 
100% of the proceeds will go to the Jewish Federation of Eastern Con-
necticut. Registration details follow by clicking or copying/pasting this 
link into your browser: https://www.banksquarebooks.com/event/
virtual-michael-benson-gangsters-vs-nazis-how-jewish-mobsters-
battled-nazis-wartime-america Scroll down the page that appears to 
register.

Thursday-Sunday, May 5 – 8: GAME CHANGERS (2021, 56 min-
utes. Hebrew w/English subtitles)

How did a football match between enemies become a turning point 
in history? Twenty-five years after the Holocaust, against insurmount-
able emotional and political barriers and threats of terror, Israel nation-
al team and German Borussia Munchegladbach met in a match whose 
importance marked the beginning of the normalization between Israel 
and Germany. Through interviews with former German and Israeli foot-
ballers, historians, and diplomats, along with rare archival materials, the 
film examines the power of personal friendships to bring down the wall 
between nations, and of football, to pave the way between adversaries.

Thursday-Sunday, May 12 – 15: 
TIGER WITHIN (2021, 100 minutes, 
English) 

A young punk who thinks she 
knows it all. An old man who knows he 
doesn’t. They strike up a conversation, 
it becomes life changing. He is a Holo-
caust survivor; she a massage-parlor 
worker on the run and a Holocaust 
denier. Casey is angry and stunningly 
naïve, living from hand to mouth on the 
streets of LA fending off the frighten-
ing advances of men, having nowhere 
to go and trusting no one. Samuel, 
played by the sublime (multiple Emmy 
Award-winning actor Ed Asner) trusts 
only a few. She tells him she hates Jews; 

he asks her if she needs a place to stay. The two form an unexpected 
friendship, which gradually blossoms into a new family unit – him pro-
viding her the support and guidance that was lacking in her life, and 
her offering him the glimpse of the fatherhood that was torn from him 
many years prior.  Film is sponsored by Hochberg Holocaust & Human 
Rights Education Committee

FILMFEST CONT. FROM PG 1

-	 	No	synagogue	affiliation	required
-	 	Plots	available:	Jewish,
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 Call Merrill: 860 383 5605

Jewish Leader Ad C

Beth El Community Cemetery, located on Lestertown Road in 
Groton, is a Jewish inclusive cemetery accommodating the needs 
of the community.

LOSING A LOVED ONE IS STRESSFUL. 
DON’T WAIT TO PURCHASE A CEMETERY PLOT.

Byles-MacDougall
Funeral Service, Inc

(860) 442-0343
(888) 736-7036

Byles Memorial Home
99 Huntington Street

New London, Conn. 06320

Byles-Groton Memorial Home
310 Thames Street

Groton, Conn. 06340

Daniel W. Byles
Reid B. Burdick

John D. MacDougall

Israel criticism as evidence of an-
tisemitism, and that it would seek 
to independently verify incidents 
of antisemitism reported to it. Last 
month, the group announced that 
it had developed an algorithm to 
track antisemitism on social me-
dia — a project that it had taken 
on because social media compa-
nies had not, ADL officials said.

ANTISEMITIC  
CONT. FROM PG 12

Please update 
your address
When you forget to let us 

know you will be moving either 
permanently to another locale 
or heading to Florida to stay 
warm over the winter months, 
the USPS charges the Jew-
ish Leader 67 cents for each 
paper returned to us labeled 
Temporarily Away or Unable to 
Forward.

To keep our database cur-
rent please contact Mimi or 
Jenn at 860-442-8062 or at 
office@jfec.com and let us 
know when you are leaving, if 
and when you are returning, 
and whether you would like to 
receive the paper while you are 
away or at your new address.

Thank you for your thought-
fulness.

COPY CATS

458 Williams St. 
New London

860-442-8424 
www.copycatsnl.com

Signs
Flyers

Posters
Mailers 

Fullfillment 
Promotional Items
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By Shira Hanau, JTA 
Mimi Reinhard had studied literature and languages as 

an undergraduate before World War II. But it was a course 
in shorthand that saved her life.

Reinhard was imprisoned at the Plaszow concentration 
camp outside of Krakow when she was chosen, due to her 

excellent German and shorthand skills, to work as a secretary instead 
of being sent to perform hard labor. That assignment would save her 
life when she went on to type up the list of Jews to be saved by Oskar 
Schindler, the German industrialist later named a “righteous among 
the gentiles” for his efforts to save the approximately 1,200 Jews who 
worked for him.

When Reinhard typed up that list, her own name would be on it.
Reinhard died Tuesday, April 12, 2022, at 107 in Israel, where she 

moved in 2007 to be near her son, Sacha Weitman, then a professor at 
Tel Aviv University.

Reinhard was born Carmen Weitman in 1915 in Vienna, where she 
studied literature at the University of Vienna. After meeting her hus-
band, a man from Krakow, the couple moved in 1936 to Poland, where 
their son was born three years later, just three months before the war 
broke out.

Her husband was killed in Krakow, but Reinhard survived the war 
with the rest of “Schindler’s Jews” despite their harrowing journey from 
Plaszow through Auschwitz and finally to Czechoslovakia. The group 
was liberated in 1945 and Reinhard and her son, who had survived the 
war in Hungary, moved to New York.

Reinhard remembered Schindler as a “mensch” in an interview with 
Haaretz shortly after her move to Israel.

“I wanted to go with Schindler, because of his reputation, but there 
were a lot of people who didn’t want to be on that list,” she said. “It was a 
gamble as far as we were concerned. To go with Schindler was no guar-
antee of anything. We didn’t believe that Schindler would really succeed 
in saving us. He was just taking us to a different camp. Who knew? We 
took a chance only because we believed in Schindler.”

Mimi Reinhard,  
has died at 107

Jewish secretary who typed 
up Schindler’s list saving  
herself and other Jews

A picture taken on November 23, 2019 in the Israeli city of Herzliya of 
Mimi Reinhard. (Gideon Markowicz/AFP via Getty Images)

Uncasville — Michael Stephen 
Hillsberg, 70, of Uncasville and 
Winter Haven, Fla., passed away 
peacefully March 31, 2022, at the 
Orlando Regional Health Center 
after a brief illness.

Born Feb. 28, 1952, Michael 
is the son of Benjamin and Irene 
Hillsberg, formerly of Waterford. 
He attended Southern Connecticut 
State University where he earned 
his bachelor’s degree in Econom-
ics; and the University of New Ha-
ven earning a Master of Business 
Administration in Computer Sci-
ence.

After graduation, Michael be-
gan his career at General Dynam-
ics where he worked for many 
years. He then accepted a position 
with the Town of Montville as the 
Finance Director and was there 
until December 2002 when he ac-
cepted the position of Finance Di-
rector with the town of Hebron. In 
2008 he moved to the City of Gro-
ton serving as Finance Director 
until his retirement in 2013.

Michael wasn’t only a finance 
whiz; he was also a lifetime mem-
ber of the Mohegan Fire Company 
in Montville for over 45 years 
where he was the Assistant Depu-
ty Fire Chief. He was a Deputy Fire 
Marshall for the Town of Montville 
and was a member of the Mont-
ville Fire Company. He started his 
firefighting career as a volunteer 
firefighter for the City of New Lon-
don.

In retirement you could find 
Michael having breakfast at Camp 
Dog in New London shooting the 
breeze with some old friends’ 
hanging around the Mohegan Fire 
House or at Yales, Three Mad Men 
spending time with his longtime 
best friend Harvey Orenstein and 
his son Jason. Mike and Paula were 
snowbirds, so as soon as that crisp 
weather hit Connecticut, they 
would fly south for the winter. 
Mike often enjoyed the days by 
the pool, spending time with his 
friends and neighbors chatting 
about world events or having a 
friendly game of poker.

Michael was predeceased by 
his two daughters, Bethany and 
Risa and he is survived by his sis-
ter and brother-in-law, Sharon, 
and Louis Nash; nieces, Belinda 
Folb and Andrea Boynton; his 
beloved partner and companion 

Michael  
Hillsberg

of 30 years Paula Murano, her 
children Laurie Keenan and Jeff 
Keenan; and his adored puppy and 
kitty, Chloe and Oliver.

The funeral service was con-
ducted at 1 p.m. Sunday, April 10, 
2022, at the Thomas L. Neilan & 
Sons funeral Home, 12 Ocean Ave-
nue, New London, with interment 
to follow in Ohave Sholom Cem-
etery, Waterford. A celebration of 
life followed at the Mohegan Fire 
Company in Montville. The funeral 
service was live streamed from the 
funeral home. You can visit www.
neilanfuneralhome.com to leave 
your condolences.
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A recent segment of Israel’s popular satiric television show “ Eretz 
Nehederet” (“Wonderful Land”) addresses the Polish law that prevents 
Jews from suing for property stolen in the Holocaust. In his introduc-

tion, the program’s host says: “Our special emissary, Tamir Bar, flew to 
Warsaw to check out what the Polish people themselves think about the 
law.” Herein, an edited portion of the segment in honor of Israel’s Holo-
caust Remembrance Day, which was observed this year on April 28.

To upbeat music (the kind you would hear on a typical travel show), 
the piece opens with Tamir in front of a fountain in Warsaw, saying: “Po-
land: A country with a rich history, impressive architecture, and Grand-
pa’s real estate.” Tamir is equipped with a rolling suitcase that he pulls 
behind him, as well as a Polish-English translator.
Scene 1

[A house with a small dog barking outside]  Tamir to the woman of 
the house: “Maybe the dog doesn’t like the Jews.”  “No, no, no,” the wom-
an tells him.   After they go inside, Tamir says to the woman: “I’m doing a 
documentary, about my grandfather.  He said he lived here.”  The woman 
goes into the kitchen, asking, “Do you want some tea or coffee?”  While 
she is there, Tamir takes out a tape measure and starts measuring a wall.  
Responding to Tamir, the woman says: “I remember only Abraham Ra-
fael.  We called him Vladek”

Tamir: “Yes, he is the brother of my grandfather.”
Woman: “My grandfather bought this house from him in 1944.”
Tamir: “When Vladek was here, you saved him and you took his 

house. But now that Vladek is old, we’re thinking about switching back.”
Woman: “No!”  The woman brings out documents testifying to the 

sale of the house.  Tamir picks up his mobile phone, goes into a corner, 
and speaking in Hebrew says: “Avi, there’s a complication: she has all 
kinds of supposed documents, apparently saying that it’s hers.”

[When Tamir returns, the woman asks:] “What is the attitude toward 
Poland in Israel?”

Tamir: “Israelis feel that they 
will never forgive the Polish for 
what they did to them--unless 
they give them the Polish pass-
port.”
Scene 2

[An apartment with an elderly 
couple] Translator to Tamir: “Your 
grandfather used to live here?”

Tamir: “Yes, yes.” And then 
Tamir says: “If it’s okay, picture 
of my grandfather to put here.  
Just for my grandfather, okay?” 
He then places a black-and-white 
picture—clearly of himself with a 
Hitler-type mustache—on top of a 
tall cabinet.

Tamir takes something in his 
hand and says “So, this is a me-
zuza .” He proceeds to hammer it 
onto a doorpost, saying:  “It means 
that the house belonged to the 
Jews.”

Tamir places a big white kip-
pa on the man’s head, saying, “if 
you don’t mind I put it on, okay,” 
but the man immediately takes it 
off and says “no.”

Tamir asks the translator: “Is it 
okay if I come live here with them? 
He won’t feel I’m here, I’m like 
ghost.”

The older woman shakes her 
head “no” and the man, who is 
becoming increasingly agitated, 
says: “look somewhere else”

Translator: [Calming the man 
and turning to Tamir]: “He says 
it’s enough.”

Tamir: “He’s angry?”
Translator: “Yes.”

Scene 3
Tamir to a woman in a nice 

apartment: “My grandfather used 
to live here and he always told me 
that his dream is to come back 
here, destroy everything, and 
build a big parking lot.  Entrance 
20 shekels [about $6.20] and ev-
ery half-an-hour 5 more shekels.  
70 shekels for the whole day.”  The 
woman laughs.

Tamir: “My grandfather, his 
favorite food was gefilte fish; if 
you don’t mind [he reaches into 
a plastic bag], I brought a carp 
from home--maybe we’ll make 
gefilte fish?”

We then see Tamir in the 
kitchen cutting the fish.  In Polish 
the woman asks the translator: 
“What does this idiot want from 
me”
Scene 4

Tamir to an older man-on-
the-street: “Excuse me, you heard 
about the law that forbids Jews 
from claiming back their prop-

erty?”
Man: “Yes, of course. Jews always thinking 

about money.  Is that true?”
Tamir: “Is it true?
Man: Yes, it’s absolutely true.”
Tamir: “We not think only about money-

-also about real estate.”
Man: “Of course”
Tamir: “What’s your problem with the Jews, 

the number one problem?”
Man: “You think there’s only one problem?”

Scene 5
Tamir to a thirty-something man-on-the-street: “Do you feel there’s 

antisemitism in Poland or is it just something made up by the media 
that’s controlled by Jews?”

Man: “To be honest I have no idea, I haven’t come across this.”
Tamir: “What do you think the Polish people could learn from the 

Holocaust that they can implement in the next Holocaust?”  The man 
laughs.

Note: Using this column as a guide, given the fact that much of this 
Israeli satire was conducted in English, curious readers might want 
to access the original segment at: https://www.mako.co.il/tv-erez-
nehederet/770e3d99ade16110. After clicking on the link, scroll down to 
the segments from 02.02.22 and click on the piece that is 06.36 minutes 
long.

Eretz Nehederet” (“Wonderful Land”) is an Israeli satiric comedy 
show.
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