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On a beautiful 
Sunday afternoon, 
March 20, 2022, al-
most three dozen 
people showed up 
at Temple Emanu-El 
to enjoy a concert 
by Rami Feinstein; a 
little-known Israeli 
singer/songwriter 
who few here had 
heard of before. 
Some people, be-
ing curious, went 
on Spotify and You-
Tube to check him 
out. Apparently, 
they liked what they 
heard because Rami 
was met by an en-
thusiastic crowd for 
an intimate concert. 
Rami has been song-
writing for the last 
25 years, touring 

“It’s gotta mean  
something”. . .good!

Rami Feinstein performs at Temple Emanu-
El on Sunday, March 20, 2022 at the Federa-
tion’s first in-person event in two years.

RAMI CONT. ON PG 12

Ketanji Brown Jackson brings up  
a Black-Jewish civil rights alliance  

in confirmation hearings
By Ron Kampeas, JTA

Whether he meant to or not, 
Republican Sen. Ted Cruz gave 
Ketanji Brown Jackson, President 
Joe Biden’s Supreme Court nomi-
nee, an opportunity for a breath-
er in the middle of a contentious 
day of confirmation hearings on 
Tuesday.

Cruz, who spent most of his 
30-minute questioning session 
trying to corner Jackson on is-
sues such as critical race theory, 
asked what Jackson meant when 
she says she praises the “social 
justice” values that are exempli-
fied by the private school her 
children attend.

In her response, Jackson said 
she was proud to serve as a board 
member — and opened up about 
the school’s origins as a Jewish-

U.S. Supreme Court nominee Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson testifies 
during her confirmation hearing before the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee in the Hart Senate Office Building on Capitol Hill, March 22, 
2022. (Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images) KETANJI CONT. ON PG 12

Jerry Fischer, former JFEC Executive Direc-
tor, together with past mission participant 
Todd Gipstein will be hosting a virtual tour of 
Israel via Zoom which will be open to the com-
munity. Todd’s short film Israel: A Living Pa-

limpsest which is based on his recent mission participation will be 
shown.

The virtual mission will 
include highlights of Israel, 
historical, archaeological, and 
contemporary. It will also in-
clude the nature of Israel’s 
population -- Jews, Druze, 
Arab, Christians, and Muslims. The extension offered after an in-per-
son mission is usually the ancient Nabatean city of Petra in Jordan and 
what it is like to visit the ancient archeological site. Participants will 
have the chance to explore Petra during the virtual mission.

Jerry will be more than willing to answer any questions concerning 
missions to Israel.

He will be going to Israel on May 12 to scout out the tourist infra-
structure and see if it will be ready for a normal full mission in the Fall 
of 2022 or the Spring of 2023.

Look for an announcement in the April 8 Jewish Leader on the date 
and time of the virtual mission. It is being held as an element of our 
community’s celebration of Yom Ha’atzmaut, as Israel celebrates turn-
ing 74 during the first week of May.

Virtual mission to Israel 
Presented by The Israel Desk

By Philissa Cramer, JTA 
In the summer of 2020, with protests against racism and abusive 

policing swirling in the United States, the Anti-Defamation League de-
fended its programs in Israel training  American police officers from 
critics who said they imparted violent and militarized tactics.

“Seeking to link Israel as a state to U.S. police misconduct is a bi-
zarre excuse for the centuries-long history of racism and injustice that 
has been part of American history, really since our founding,” George 
Selim, the group’s senior vice president of programs, told the Jewish 
Telegraphic Agency that July.

In fact, Selim had recently authored an internal memo recommend-
ing that the group end the police training trips, both because of the 
criticism the trips engendered — and because the ADL could not say 
that all of the criticism was false.

“In light of the very real police brutality at the hands of militarized 
police forces in the US, we must ask ourselves difficult questions, like 
whether we are contributing to the problem,” wrote Selim and anoth-
er top ADL official, Vice President for Law Enforcement and Analysis 
Greg Ehrie, in a June 9, 2020, memo to ADL CEO Jonathan Greenblatt.

The memo’s existence was first reported Thursday by Jewish Cur-
rents and the Guardian. It reveals that the ADL privately took seriously 
the possibility of discarding a police training program that its critics 
have called a “deadly exchange” at the same time it was defending the 
programs publicly.

An ADL spokesperson told JTA that the memo, which identifies 

The ADL decided not to scrap 
its US police training trips to Israel

itself as “draft/predecisional,” 
was part of an in-depth review of 
the police training trips that the 
group undertook amid the racial 
justice protests. The protests 
were launched in response to 
the May 2020 murder of George 
Floyd by a police officer in Min-
neapolis.

The memo, the spokesper-
son said, “was meant to ask the 
toughest questions, even ones we 
didn’t agree with, and arrive at 
potential conclusions that might 
challenge our senior leaders in 
advance of a larger discussion on 
the program.”

The memo argued that end-
ing the training trips would cut 
costs, “satisfy activists’ demands” 
and align with likely decision-
making by local public officials. 
But it cautioned that such a move 
“could imply culpability when 

ADL CONT. ON PG 12
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How can we have a synagogue 
with no building?
While Beth El continues to search for our new home, our friends at Temple Emanu-El 
have generously welcomed us to use their facility for in-person events as well as their 
kitchen. Zoom has also allowed us to conduct many programs and services while 
providing safe distancing in the comfort of our homes. “Tune in” or join us at one 
of Beth El’s many events – we welcome you! 

SERVICES
•  Daily Minyan, Shabbat & Holiday Services
 Some hybrid: in-person & Zoom
 Homemade challah & sweets on Shabbat

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS 
•  Educational Presentations
•  Talks by local speakers
•  Lunch & Learn with the Rabbi
SOCIAL EVENTS
•  Distanced Gatherings
•  Musical Events
•  Curbside Meal Offerings
•  Schmooze Before & After Zoom Events 
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME! 860.442.0418 • bethel-nl.org

By Rabbi Yosef Resnick
Shabbat Shalom, if you are reading this 

on Shabbat. I hope everyone is doing well. It 
seems like gas prices are going back down, 
and Covid may be finally subsiding. I think 
our patience is at an end for both things. As 
I wrote about once, saval, meaning patience, 
also means, suffer, burden, and tolerate. 
Patience often revolves around something 
we are tolerating momentarily. Although 
we have to be patient for good things, and 
things that we love and care about, our chil-

dren, for example. And there are many other examples. And the 
coming of Moshiach! In any case, patience can only be a good thing, it 
seems. I wish us all the greatest savlanut, patience, as we go through 
our days, until the final Redemption.

Here is the first verse from parshas Shmini with some commen-
tary:

“On the eighth day Moses called Aaron and his sons, and the 
elders of Israel.”

Rashi
AND IT CAME TO PASS ON THE EIGHTH DAY of the installation of 

the priests into their sacred office; this was the New Moon of Nisan on 
which the Tabernacle was finally erected and it (that day) received ten 
crowns (it was distinguished in ten different ways) which are enumer-
ated in [/Seder_Olam_Rabbah.7]Seder Olam.

A Torah Moment -- Shemini
Zohar

Man was created by the Torah

Synopsis
Yitzchak says that the children of Yisrael 

are blessed because God gave them the Torah, 
and that man was created by the Torah. Rabbi 
Chiya says that the Written Torah and the Oral 
Torah preserve man in the world. Rabbi Shimon 
tells how the Bet (the initial letter of the Torah) 
shows how the Torah is open to receive a person 
and join with him on one side, but if he walks 
the other way it has a closed side. There is more discussion of the in-
ner meaning of the Bet. 

We learn that everyone who studies the Torah is beloved above 
and below, but even more so are those who study the Torah at night. 
Later, in the morning, all the judgments are broken.

Texts adapted from sefaria.org and zohar.com
As the Zohar says, “Rabbi Chiya says that the Written Torah and the 

Oral Torah preserve man in the world. Rabbi Shimon tells how the Bet 
(the initial letter of the Torah) shows how the Torah is open to receive 

a person and join with him on 
one side, but if he walks the other 
way it has a closed side.”

So, the Torah is open for us, it 
is welcoming, it greets us. All of 
us. Nobody has a monopoly on it; 
it is an equal inheritance for all 
of us. It is up to us to enter it, we 
have free choice, to enter, or not 
to. And when we do, we can take 

TORAH CONT. ON PG 3

http://sefaria.org/
http://zohar.com/
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3 weeks between 
editions

the advice of the Baal Shem tov, “bo el haTeiva.” “Come into the ark.” 
But teiva also means word. When we enter into the words of Torah 
and prayer, we should put our whole beings and essence into it. Very 
literally, enter the word!

At Brothers of Joseph in Norwich, we offer many opportunities to 
study and learn Torah. And pray. It doesn’t matter what your back-
ground or affiliation is. Don’t be shy; I encourage you to reach out, and 
let’s enter these lofty words of Torah together!

Shabbat Shalom,
Yosef Resnick

Rabbi Yosef Resnick, MSEd
Brothers of Joseph Synagogue
Historic Norwich, Connecticut, the “Rose of New England”
Cell: 781.201.0377 | Google virtual office phone: 339.364.3044

TORAH CONT. FROM PG 2

PJ Library celebrated Purim with two 
family events on March 13, 2022.

Gathering in person, families enjoyed 
the retelling of the Purim story. Groggers 
and masks were created, and a festive 
time was had by all.

Baking together on Zoom created 
some delicious hamantaschen!

Groggers! Masks! Hamantaschen!
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Senior Connections
Special Announcement

As many of you know, Carly Luft has left the JFEC for another op-
portunity in New Jersey. Dona Casey, who many of you know well, has 
accepted the position of Senior Services Coordinator going forward.

For your information. . .
Kosher Hot Lunch and Kibbitz Sign Up Information & Location
The deadline to reserve your meal is the Wednesday before the 

luncheon between 12:00 noon and 2 pm. Note day change for res-
ervations. With Dona doing the marketing for the lunches she would 
appreciate an extra day to shop for the food.

• The best time to reach Dona to make reservations or with 
questions is on Wednesdays between the hours of 12 noon 
and 2pm at 860-271-1322. You can also call the Federation 
office at 860-442-8062 between the hours of 9am and 3pm 
Monday through Friday and leave a message with Mimi or 
Jenn for Dona.

• All lunches, unless noted, are now taking place in the social 
hall at Temple Emanu-El, 29 Dayton Road, Waterford, begin-
ning at 12:00 NOON on MONDAYS.

MARCH 28 Vegetable Quiche with a side of 
fries and side salad. After Lunch we will be 
playing UNO

APRIL 4 Smoked 
white fish salad 
on bagel 

with lettuce, tomatoes, Cucumber side of 
chips 

APRIL 11 Oven baked chicken with a side 
of couscous and broccoli 

APRIL 18 Matzah Ball Soup 

APRIL 25 Enjoy lunch together at Muddy Waters 
Café located at 40 Bank Street in New London. 
Paying for lunch is on your own. Meet at 12 Noon.  
Deadline to register for this outing is Wed., April 
20.

AUTO  |  HOME  |  COMMERCIAL  |  MARINE  
 
 
 
 

 
ANDREW J. LEVINE 

Owner, Producer, 40+ Years Experience 
 

221 Boston Post Rd.                                  860-739-4444 Office 
P.O. Box 339                860-739-6861 Fax 
East Lyme, CT 06333               andy@ligct.com  

L E V I N E   

INSURANCE GROUP, LLC 

 

Led by Jerry Fischer 

LET US KNOW YOUR PREFERENCES 
• Israel - Fall 2022 with optional add-on to Eilat; 

Eilat & Petra; or Eilat, Wadi Rum and overnight 
in Petra 

• Israel - Spring 2023 (same add-on’s as above) 
• Spain & Portugal - Spring 2023 (includes  

all the highlights & visits to Jewish sites) 
-- Missions will be on a small, intimate scale with lots of encounters   
-- A maximum of 25 participants 

Contact mimi@jfec.com with subject line “Mission.”  
Let us know Mission preference & anything specific you would like to see on a Mission. 

New Ads folder
Ad to right is PDF
Ad below is PNG
Use best version
5” x 3”

By Israel24 News Staff
Magen David Adom (MDA), Israel’s emergency service, announced 

on Thursday, March 17 that it is donating four bulletproof ambulanc-
es to assist 
medical teams 
and wounded 
civilians in 
Ukraine.

“After re-
ceiving the 
request from 
the Ukrainian 
government , 
I approached 

MDA Director General Eli Bin who immediately approved the delivery 
of four bulletproof ambulances loaded with life-saving equipment,” 
Alex Kushnir, a lawmaker in Israel’s parliament who helped facilitate 
the donation, said.

He thanked the Jewish Agency, MDA, and the additional parties 
who made the contribution possible for their support.

“We will continue this cooperation to bring critical humanitarian 
supplies to the civilians in the war zone.”

The ambulances saw a long period of service with MDA throughout 
various combat situations - the vehicles transported patients through-
out the Second Lebanon War and during a number of other violent 
events.

“MDA paramedics and EMTs, at times risking their own lives, have 
saved the lives of many patients while usi

Israel’s emergency service sends 
Ukraine bulletproof ambulances

Now, Israel’s emergency ser-
vice hopes that the vehicles will 
help those who are wounded in 
Ukraine as Russia’s invasion of its 
neighbor continues.

“Today, after they have ended 
their service with MDA to the 
Israeli people, they are making 
their way to Ukraine as part of 
the large humanitarian response 
being sent by MDA to benefit the 
civilian population there,” Bin an-
nounced.

“Using these ambulances, 
medical teams in Ukraine will be 
able to save civilian lives, even 
under fire.”

4/25

Lunch
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    By  

Artie
  Dean

COPY CATS
Printing Services 

www.copycatsnl.com 
860-442-8424

A game of ‘Risk’ in Ukraine

Direct: 860-443-4400   Cell: 860-625-5255 
Email: Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com 
Website: www.CallTheHouseman.com 

Blog: CTHouseMan.com 

ON THE BAY 

FOR ALL YOUR  
REAL ESTATE NEEDS 

Dear Reader, I hope you will forgive my digression from our last 
unfinished story. Somehow, with all the serious matters in the news 
of late, the fate of a handful of love starved senior citizens in Florida 
seems of lesser importance. I promise we will continue next issue.

By Artie Dean
As most of you, I have been increasingly absorbed by the tragedy 

unfolding in Ukraine. Not since World War II, has the world seen this 
kind of massive land invasion. The nightly reports of civilian casual-
ties, wanton de-
struction, and 
utter disregard 
for human life 
are heartbreak-
ing. My fam-
ily and friends 
seem reluctant 
to talk about it. 
Perhaps it’s too 
upsetting, per-
haps we know 
there’s not 
much we can 
do about what’s 
happening. Per-
haps we recog-
nize the incred-
ible risk to our futures being determined by a handful of strategists 
very far from our shores.

My grandparents and all my ancestry come from western Ukraine, 
and, by extension, I suppose that is my distant heritage. They were 
born in little shtetls near the larger city of Tarnopol.  Before 1918, it 
was part of the Austrian-Hungarian Empire. After World War I, it was 
made part of Poland. It was overrun by the Nazis in 1939. Tragically, 
my ancestors were largely lost in the Holocaust during the Nazi oc-
cupation. Only my grandparents survived. Eventually that part of Po-
land was made part of the USSR when the allies redrew the boundaries 
of Poland in 1945. When the USSR dissolved in 1991, after the Berlin 
Wall fell, Ukraine became an independent country once again. They 
were independent, but certainly in the crosshairs of Putin’s aspira-
tions, as the war has reemphasized. 

Everything I learned about geopolitical strategy I absorbed from 
playing the game “Risk,” as a young adult. Perhaps you’ve seen this 
Cold War—inspired board game, developed by Hasbro, or played it 
yourself as a child. Multiple players compete on a map of the world by 
acquiring territories and continents, building up their armies to de-
fend their territories, all with the goal of dominating the world and 
eliminating all other players. Alliances are made and ultimately bro-
ken. Instead of actual tanks, planes, and artillery, an attack between 
nations is settled by each side rolling a set of dice. The higher roller 
wins. Armies fall, territories are conquered, continents controlled. The 
game usually ends when one player controls enough continents to at-
tack the other players and take over the entire world. There can be 
only one winner.

In moves not seen since World War II, Vladimir Putin, in his war 
with Ukraine, seems to be “risking” all our futures. We’ve all seen 
newsreels of massive battles that rewrote the history of Europe. Em-
pires rise and fall. Great powers battle each other for world domina-
tion. But to my generation that’s always seemed a thing of history, not 

current events.
My son, Adam, an assistant 

professor in Political Science at 
George Washington University, 
lectures to his students about the 
theory of “mutually assured de-
struction.” The idea that the use 
of nuclear weapons by one su-
perpower assures their own de-
struction keeps anyone from us-
ing these weapons. At least that’s 
the theory. And I suppose it’s 
based on war being a rational de-
cision. But the game of “chicken,” 
being waged in Ukraine seems 
fundamentally different than 
anything I’ve seen in my lifetime. 
The players are Russia, China, the 
U.S., and NATO, martialing their 
forces, making, and reinforcing 
their alliances, calculating their 

sphere of influence with the lives 
of millions in the balance.

I fear for the Ukrainian peo-
ple, being ruthlessly attacked and 
valiantly fighting back. I fear for 
the children, being killed, and 
brutalized by war. I fear the fate 
of cities that have survived so 
many wars, only to be turned to 
rubble by Russian ambitions. But 
mostly I fear the fate of the world 
if the war in Ukraine spirals out 
of control. They are playing with 
real bullets, real tanks, and real 
bombs. I fear our collective fu-
ture may be determined by the 
willingness of the players to take 
risks and fight a wider war that 
ultimately cannot be won, only 
lost for all. My prayer: That, in the 
end, rational thought will prevail, 
and the future of our world will 
not be determined by a roll of the 
dice.

By Ella Sackett, JFEC Holocaust Resource Center Coordinator
For two long years the Encountering Survivors program has been 

online. The first return to in-person programming took place at the 
beginning of this week.

Helen Elperina told her family’s story to the Ledyard High School 
Genocide Studies class and their teacher Nina Bumpus. The students 
heard about Helen’s father, Oleg Elperin’s time as a young boy during 
WWII and the following years. Helen told them about Oleg’s gratitude 
for being alive and how “luck” is sometimes measured just by how 
much better off one is compared to their peers. Helen also spoke about 
Oleg’s love of this country and his appreciation for the freedom and 
opportunities its citizens have to thrive. A lot of questions were asked 
about the Russian-Ukraine current conflict. Helen did a great job, and 
the students were all very engaged.

Another program that took place this past week was presented by 
Marlene Yahalom, Ph.D., Director of Education for the American Soci-
ety for Yad Vashem. Marlene spoke to the Waterford High School AP 
European History class, presenting the unknown Albanian history and 
the code of honor that Muslim Albanians kept as they saved their Jew-
ish friends and neighbors.

The Encountering Programs will continue to bring education about 
the Holocaust and Human Rights in the coming weeks and months.

Encountering Survivors 
Program is back in person

Helen Elperina tells her family’s story to Ledyard HIgh School’s Geno-
cide Studies class earlier this week.
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Sunday, April 24th at 2pm 

A CONVERSATION WITH GERMANS: 
What is the German view of the Holocaust today?

JFEC and Hadassah's Henny Simon Remembrance
present

 The Annual Community
Yom HaShoah Program

New Ads --  5.5X4

A special program for JCHS
On Monday, March 21, 2022, the Jewish Community High School 

teens had a special treat.
Enna, Sadia and Zobaida Zakaria, sisters who recently resettled 

in the area with their parents, refugees from Sudan, came to Temple 
Emanu El along with Myra Gypstein (r) from Start Fresh to speak with 
the teens and parents and tell them about their life as black Muslim 
women growing up in the US. 

They spoke about the importance of education to their family, the 
hardship of being away from family and about incidences of racism at 
their schools. Thank you Enna, Sadia and Zobaida for a special evening.

By Asaf Shalev, JTA
Russian billionaires Petr Aven, 

Mikhail Fridman and German Kahn 
have stepped down from the board 
of Genesis Philanthropy Group, 
a major funder of Jewish causes 
founded by the trio, after they 
were sanctioned in recent days and 
weeks by the European Union and 
the United Kingdom. 

The billionaires are among the 
oligarchs targeted by Western 
sanctions over their longstanding 
ties to the regime of Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin. With Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine now in is fourth 
week, the crackdown on Russian 
businessmen and financial institu-
tions has given rise to uncertainty 
among Jewish charities that have 
increasingly come to rely on them 
for funding in recent years.

Genesis announced the trio’s 
departure on Friday in a widely 
distributed email. Signed by Gen-
esis chairman Gennady Gazin and 
CEO Marina Yudborovsky, the an-
nouncement praises the Russian 
billionaires for their record of sup-
porting Jewish philanthropy and makes no mention of the sanctions 
against them. 

“Since our founding, Mikhail Fridman, Petr Aven and German Khan 
have been the drivers of our ability to strengthen Jewish engagement 
around the world, and each is personally, deeply passionate about a 
bright Jewish future,” the announcement says. “In order to assure the 
ability of GPG to stay true to its mission and build on the foundation 
we have created over the past 15 years, all three have resigned from 
the board of directors.”

According to Genesis, the resignations will not affect a recent 
pledge of $10 million for humanitarian relief in Ukraine. 

“We have the necessary financial resources on hand to ensure that 
the below announcement will not impact those grants or any of the 

Russian Jewish oligarchs step down from board of Genesis

other commitments we have al-
ready made,” the announcement 
said.

The relief money from Gene-
sis will help pay for food distribu-
tions, evacuation efforts, and el-
derly and orphan care in Ukraine 
being provided by organizations 
including the Jewish Agency for 
Israel, American Jewish Joint Dis-
tribution Committee and the Fed-
eration of Jewish Communities of 
Ukraine, as well as local Jewish 
groups.

Left to right: German Khan (government.ru), Mikhail Fridman (Mikhail Svetlov/Getty Images), and Petr 
Aven (Alexander Aleshkin/Epsilon/Getty Images).

Genesis also funds a wide va-
riety of Jewish initiatives in the 
United States, Israel and around 
the world. The group’s website 
lists nine “flagship” grantees, 
including Hillel, Moishe House, 
Birthright, Limmud, PJ Library 
and Yad Vashem. 

The organization is perhaps 
best known for establishing the 
Genesis Prize, an annual $1 mil-
lion award, dubbed “the Jewish 
Nobel,” given to prominent Jewish 
figures. The award is now admin-
istered by the separate Genesis 
Prize Foundation.

Unlike many charitable foun-
dations, details about Genesis’ fi-
nances are not publicly available 
because it is not chartered as a U.S. 
nonprofit, which would require it 
to file annual disclosure forms 
with the IRS.

Two new board members will 
replace the Russian billionaires 
who resigned: Sanford Cardin and 
Yisrael Goldschmidt. 

Cardin is the CEO of Our Com-
mon Destiny, an initiative backed 

by the Israeli government that is dedicated to “increasing mutual 
understanding between Jews living in Israel and the Diaspora.” He is 
also a former president of the Charles and Lynn Schusterman Fam-
ily Foundation, a major funder of Jewish causes, including the Jewish 
Telegraphic Agency. 

Goldschmidt owns Kikar Hashabbat Media Group and is a member 
of the board of patrons of the Conference of European Rabbis.
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Hadassah News
President’s Message

by Karen Bloustine

VISION CONT. ON PG 13

As we have always done during humanitarian crises around the 
world, Hadassah is there to help. Hadassah Medical Organization 
(HMO), in partnership with Hadassah International and the Women’s 
Zionist Organization of America launched a project to help treat in-
jured and traumatized Ukrainian refugees in Poland and to fly refugees 
to Israel who need special care. In Poland, our Hadassah doctors are 
sharing their expertise in triaging trauma patients, caring for victims 
of missile and rocket attacks, and handling sudden large influxes of 
patients injured in war 
and terrorist attacks. 

At the refugee 
center, located in one 
of the Polish border 
towns in what used to 
be a small shopping 
mall, Hadassah doc-
tors are seeing about 
five thousand Ukraini-
ans who fled their war-torn country for a safe haven in Poland. There 
is an atmosphere of anxiety, sadness, stress and despair. “You see the 
despair on the refugees’ faces,” said one of Hadassah’s doctors, Dr. Shaul 
Beyth, “but when they hear the name Hadassah and that we have ar-
rived to help, the people breathe easier because there is someone to rely 
on.” Drs. Beyth, Dr. Asaf Keder and Dr. Yaarit Ribak are experts in in-
ternal medicine, clinical immunology, trauma, and acute care surgery.

Jorge Diener, Hadassah International Executive Director says that: 
“We in Hadassah were created for moments like these—to bring healing 
to a world in distress. If we make a difference in the lives of these refu-
gees who are suffering so much, we are doing what we must do.”

You can help be a part of the solution. Your contributions to Hadas-
sah for this special donation project are welcome and appreciated.

www.hadassah.org - Karen Bloustine: bloustinek@gmail.com

Hadassah answers the 
call for Ukraine

By Sheila Horvitz
As we now watch the events unfolding in Ukraine with fear and 

sorrow, we are reminded of Ukraine’s history and the part that many 
of our families played in it.

As President Zelenskyy courageously leads his country against the 
Russian assault to 
save his democra-
cy, we are remind-
ed of the strug-
gles our ancestors 
faced to fight the 
pogroms, oppres-
sion and genocide 
in Ukrainian his-
tory. The fact that 
Zelenskyy is a Jew 
and there is a re-
vival of safe Jew-
ish life in Ukraine 
after centuries of 
antisemitism and 
persecution is a 
hopeful sign.

I will venture 
a guess that many of you, as in my story, have a family connection to 
Ukraine. Between 1880 and 1923, millions of Jews from the Pale of 
Settlement in Eastern Europe, of which Ukraine was a part, immigrat-
ed to America, fleeing the oppressions of the Russian Czar and then 
the Communist Revolution and Civil War.

My mother was born in a shtetl called Stavischt in Southern Ukraine 
in 1916. By 1921, when she was 5 years old, Russia and Ukraine were 
embroiled in tumultous civil wars after the 1917 Communist Revolu-

The tragic history of Ukraine  
& hope for the future

tion. Jews were being persecuted 
and murdered. In 1921, she and 
her mother fled over the south-
ern border into Romania where 
they remained for 2 years until 

being sponsored for passage to 
America. They arrived in steer-
age on the Ship Byron in 1923, 
on its last sailing to America. By 
1924, Ellis Island was no longer 
the beacon of light and hope for 

By Sheila Horvitz
On April 24 at our JFEC and Hadassah Henny 

Simon Remembrance Yom HaShoah program, 
we will be featuring a conversation with German 
youth about the Holocaust and German remem-
brance and education today. The students on our 
panel are from the high school in Alzey, Germany. 

Alzey is the town where panelist Judith De-
glin’s mother was born in 1922. While her mother 
Charlotte Strauss was sent to refuge in the US in 
1938, her grandmother Ida Strauss and her aunt, 
Marianne Strauss, remained in Germany and were 
deported to Treblinka and murdered.

Since the end of World War II, Germany has 
been grappling with how to memorialize, atone 
for, come to terms with the Holocaust in their history. Numerous me-
morials, museums, and statues have been erected to commemorate 
and honor the victims.

In 2012 when Judith and family were invited to Alzey, they learned 
that Alzey residents researched her grandmother’s and aunt’s history 
and commissioned two  “Stolpersteine”, or Stumbling stones to be 
placed in the ground at the home where the Strauss family lived before 
they were deported to the concentration camp. They are small brass 
stones, embedded directly underfoot, in the cobblestones of the street, 
directly in the pavement, commemorating a victim outside their last-
known freely chosen residence.

There are now more than 75,000 such memorial blocks laid in 

Stolpersteine in Alzey, Germany
A Different Vision of Holocaust Remembrance

Another prelude to April 24 Yom Hashoah Program

more than 1,200 cities and towns 
across Russia and Europe. The 
inscription on each stone begins: 
“Here lived”, followed by the vic-
tim’s name, date of birth and fate. 
In the case of Judith’s aunt and 
grandmother - deportation and 
murder. If you want to read the 
stone, you must bow before the 
victim - a powerful form of re-
membrance.

TRAGIC CONT. ON PG 13

Follow us on Facebook 
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BBYO’s CT Valley Region  
Spirit Convention
By Simone Lerner

On Friday March 4 to Sunday March 6, 2022, 
Yachad BBYO had the amazing opportunity to at-
tend the Connecticut Valley Region’s Spirit Conven-
tion. This was the first fully in-person convention for 
all members in over two years. Last August, our board 
members attended a leadership convention, called 
B’yachad. However, it is primarily for board members. 
This convention was the first one all our members 
were able to attend since January 2020. We had sev-
en members in attendance. For three of them, it was 
their first convention. It was so great to see everyone 
from all around the state, and the regional staff did 
an amazing job to make sure we were all Covid safe! 

Friday night activities
The convention was held at the Bradley Airport 

Sheraton Hotel in Windsor Locks. We arrived at about 
4:00 pm, checked in, and then headed up to our rooms 
to quickly change into our pajamas for that night’s 
theme. Back downstairs, we got a “sneak-peek” into 
what to expect for the weekend in opening ceremo-
nies. After, we split into our “Separates” programming 
(where the boys and girls are literally separated) -- we 
all split up into two groups, AZA and BBG. AZA is the 
boys, and BBG is the girls. 

During the BBG Bigs and Littles program, the AZA 
boys held inductions. Inductions are a process where 
chapter members are inducted as members into the 
region. Ethan Novick, our chapter President said this 
about the convention overall and Inductions: “This 
BBYO convention was very meaningful to me, 
considering it is one of my last ones. This conven-
tion I had the pleasure to induct 2 of our mem-
bers into CVR (Connecticut Valley Region.) This 
is a very meaningful ceremony for new members 
as they “officially” become a part of AZA. During 
“Separates”, we played some games and bonded 
with our Jewish friends from different chapters all 
across CVR.”

Following Separates, BBGs had dinner and AZAs 
attended services. 

During the AZA dinner, BBGs attended services. 
Our services were far from traditional but very moving 
and inspirational. We were split into smaller groups 
of about ten, and we were given a picture frame and 
magazines. In between songs, we found pictures and 
phrases in the magazines that inspired us. Then, we 
glued them all inside the frames to create ourselves 
a vision board. 

After our service, both AZA and BBG had one more 
separate program. In BBG separates, we started off in 
a big circle, sitting in Big and Little pairs. We did an ac-
tivity where we all closed our eyes and had a piece of 
tinfoil and paperclips. When the activity leaders said 

statements about insecurities and hard expe-
riences, we dropped a paper clip if we related. 
This helped us all hear that everyone else had 
experienced things we may feel alone in. 

Saturday Shabbat and so much more
The next day was the super fun Color Wars 

Day. Yachad was assigned the color purple, 
along with Tikvah BBG from Stamford. We 
decked ourselves out in purple and headed 
down for breakfast! After breakfast, we at-
tended morning services and danced around, 
singing all together. 

Then it was time to start the competitions! 
We started off against the Red team and par-
ticipated in a bunch of different fun activi-
ties called Minute to Win Its. In one of them, 
we played tic-tac-toe with little cones on the 
floor. After we competed against Red, we had 
lunch and then had a competition against the 
Blue and Black teams. These competitions 
were Squid Game themed, a popular Korean 
action TV show. We played Red Light, Green 
Light and other fun games. This rotation was a 
lot of fun! We then entered the third rotation 
and had a Purple vs. Green competition. We 
played charades, human Mario Kart, and the 
human version of a board game named “The 
Game of Life”. 

After all these competitions, we had some 
time to rest for Chofesh. During Chofesh, chapter giz-
borits (chapter treasurers) set up shop for Shuk, to sell 
our merchandise. Our Gizborit, Daniel, sold our shirts to 
everyone and did a great job. A couple of our chapter 
members joined him at our table to help sell our shirts. 
Everyone else browsed the merchandise and enjoyed 
a smoothie bar and dog hang out! After Shuk closed, 
people either hung out in the lobby or in their hotel 
rooms. During this time, we also had the opportunity to 
prepare for our next activity--our chapter performances! 
Our chapter performed Mulan’s “I’ll Make a Man Out of 
You”, complete with choreography and wooden dowels 
for props! 

Before our chapter performances, we had Havdalah, 
dinner and a short program that was slightly more seri-
ous. We learned about the Munich massacre during the 
1972 Summer Olympics. It was a very meaningful and 
informative program. During Havdalah, we all joined in 
one big circle and sang together, and the seniors formed 
a smaller circle in the middle. Our dinner was provided 
by food trucks and we had grilled cheese sandwiches 
and potatoes! Everyone loved it! After this delicious din-
ner, we had our chapter showcase, featuring a variety of 
Disney songs and amazing performances. 

To end our long day, was one of my favorite parts of 
conventions--Good and Welfare. Our chapter all met in 
one room with our advisors, tons of snacks and all got 
comfortable. Then, we had time to share things about 
our lives or do compliment circles. It’s a great time to 
bond and unwind. After this, we all said goodnight and 
went to bed. 

Sunday meetings and wrap up
The next day, we started off with breakfast, and 

then business meetings. These meetings are sepa-
rate, so AZAs and BBGs split up again. In the BBG 
meeting, all the chapters gave reports to everyone 
else about our boards so far this year. After this, each 
regional board member had a friend read a speech 
about them and then give their officer reports. Our 
VP of Programming, Bayla McCaffrey, made a speech 
about one of the Regional Board Members who has 
become a close friend. 

The officer reports are always a ton of fun since 
they are partly given as a parody of songs. After this, 
we finished up and had lunch. Then we had awards 
from the competitions, and our separate AZA and 
BBG cheer circles to say goodbye. We all said good-
bye to our friends, both old and new, and boarded 
our buses for home. 

The goodbyes were bittersweet--we were happy 
we had such a fun weekend, but sad to have to say 
goodbye. Yachad can’t wait for Spring Convention 
which will take place the weekend of May 6-8! It’s 
Mother’s Day weekend but we will all be home in the 
mid-afternoon to spend the rest of the day and have 
dinner with our moms.

If you want your teen to be involved with our 
chapter, or if your teen asks about it, please have 
them reach out to our Membership VP, Emmerson 
Kaye at kayee@region18.org or Marcia Reinhard at 
mreinhard@jfec.com. Marcia can also be reached 
by phone at 860-235-4719.

mailto:kayee@region18.org
http://mreinhard@jfec.com
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By Andrew Lapin, JTA
Since 1875, Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati has 

been minting Reform rabbis — but it may not for much 
longer.

The board of directors for Reform Judaism’s historic 
seminary is set to vote next month in New York City on a 
proposal to stop enrolling rabbinical students in Cincin-
nati, citing sharply declining enrollment and increased 
competition from seminaries that are not part of the 
Reform movement.

Under the proposal, the Cincinnati campus would 
continue to host the American 
Jewish Archives, the country’s 
largest research hub for Ameri-
can Judaism; a library and mu-
seum; and, for now, the school’s 
doctoral program. 

But aspiring Reform rab-
bis would enroll instead at the 
movement’s seminaries in New 
York and Los Angeles, where 
many of them have lately pre-
ferred to go anyway. Another 
set of rabbinical students 
would enroll in a new program, 
a mix of online coursework and 
low-residency workshops in 
Cincinnati, in an initiative that 
HUC President Andrew Rehfeld 
says is essential to preserving 
the school’s relevance in an in-
creasingly crowded rabbinical 
school landscape.

“If we’re going to remain a 
vital and vibrant institution, 
we have to be sensitive to the 
choices that our students are 
making, and not simply our hopes, or what used to be 
in the past,” Rehfeld told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

That past has been a storied one. Cincinnati is the 
birthplace of the American Reform movement under 
Rabbi Isaac Mayer Wise, who disdained New York. More 
than a century after Wise’s death, his adopted city is 
still regarded as Reform Judaism’s intellectual hub.

But the movement has long struggled with the 
costs — financial and otherwise — of dividing rab-
binical training across three American seminaries. (All 
students spend their first year at a fourth campus, in 
Jerusalem.) Three times in the last several decades, 
HUC’s board has considered restructuring its rabbini-
cal school, and three times opponents within the move-
ment have fended off any changes.

Now, a team of movement leaders has concluded 
that the time has come to act, driven in part by rapidly 
declining revenue in the form of dues from Reform con-
gregations. Those dues generated $14 million in 2006 
but are expected to top out at $5.4 million a year over 
the next three years, according to the movement’s cal-
culations.

“We are making this hard call now, rather than wait-
ing until we are forced to make emergency decisions,” 
Rabbi Andrea Weiss, HUC’s provost, writes in one por-
tion of the proposal.

Hebrew Union College could stop ordaining 
Reform rabbis in Cincinnati after 147 years

But even though the movement would retain its Cin-
cinnati footprint, and base its new “low-residency” rab-
binical training program there, the proposal is igniting de-
bate among students, graduates and congregations over 
whether Reform Judaism is turning away from its historic 
mission.

Hundreds of HUC alumni attended virtual town halls 
the school held last week and on Sunday to discuss the 
proposal, where feedback was divided, according to peo-
ple present on the calls. (The Central Conference of Amer-
ican Rabbis, the professional association for Reform rab-

bis in the United States, is not taking a formal position on 
the vote, its chief executive, Rabbi Hara Person, told JTA.)

Many rabbis — including some ordained in Cincinnati 
— expressed support for the proposal. They spoke of the 
city’s shrinking prominence as a center of Jewish com-
munal life compared to other Midwestern cities such as 
Chicago; the difficulty of convincing potential rabbinical 
students to live in Cincinnati for four years; and the infea-
sibility of continuing to fund a campus that is attracting so 
few students.

Others outlined strong opposition — many echoing 
Wise’s belief that Reform Judaism should embrace the 
Jews who live and worship in the middle of the country.

The proposal feeds into “the real or perceived biases 
towards the coastal communities felt by many of us in 
the Reform movement,” Rabbi Joseph Black, a graduate 
of HUC’s Cincinnati campus who currently leads Temple 
Emanuel in Denver, told JTA. Some critics of the proposal 
are hoping to organize Reform synagogues to oppose it.

Rehfeld rejects such criticism, noting that the current 
proposal does not go as far as previous ones that did not 
advance.

“I have no intention, under my watch at HUC, [of] aban-
doning Cincinnati, or abandoning the middle of the coun-
try,” he said, noting that as a former executive director of 

the Jewish Federation of St. Louis, he has a long track 
record of supporting Midwestern Jewish communities. 
“That is why we are looking for ways to leverage this as 
an opportunity, rather than simply taking the path that 
others have said — you know, ‘close the campus.’”

The publicly available recommendation, authored 
by Weiss and Rabbinical School Director Rabbi Dvora 
Weisberg, represents nearly two years of planning, in-
cluding hundreds of interviews with HUC faculty, stu-
dents and alumni. The team found that enrollment had 
fallen by 60% in Cincinnati over the past 15 years, far 

outpacing a 37% overall en-
rollment decline across the 
three campuses.

Coupled with the Pew Re-
search Center’s recent find-
ings that a growing number 
of American Jews do not 
identify with any denomina-
tion, the authors concluded, 
“The total pool of Jews who 
might consider applying to 
rabbinical school is only go-
ing to decrease in the fore-
seeable future.”

Meanwhile, they cata-
loged an explosion in non-
denominational seminaries, 
such as Hebrew College in 
Boston, and noted that grad-
uates of some of those pro-
grams have taken positions 
in Reform synagogues.

“All the factors that have 
driven students to come to 
HUC are no longer as strong 
as they once were,” Rehfeld 

said. And because of competition, he added, “We can’t 
rest on the laurels of confidently saying, ‘Well, anyone 
that wants a job in the Reform Movement has to come 
through us.’”

The proposal also cites a recent investigation, com-
missioned by HUC from the law firm Morgan Lewis, that 
revealed a decades-long culture of sexual harassment at 
the rabbinical school. 

“In the wake of the release of the Morgan Lewis re-
port, questions have been raised about how the scatter-
ing of authority, responsibility, and oversight over our 
multi-campus structure contributed to the history un-
covered by the investigation,” the proposal says, pinning 
part of the problem on “running multiple residential 
programs in multiple spaces.” 

The proposal team considered other configurations 
for consolidating rabbinical training but ultimately 
chose Cincinnati for elimination because of its small en-
rollment, relatively few opportunities for local intern-
ships and the perception that Ohio is not as hospitable 
for LGBTQ students as New York or California. (Jews 
of color might also prefer the relative diversity of New 
York and Los Angeles, people on the virtual town halls 
said.)

They also cited data showing that graduates of all 

The campus of Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati, Ohio, Jan. 21, 2019. HUC’s board of directors is consid-
ering a new proposal to stop admitting rabbinical students to its Cincinnati campus. (Warren LeMay via 
Creative Commons)
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Memorial

By Lahav  
Harkov,  

Jerusalem Post
Israelis should be proud 

of their country’s generos-
ity to Ukraine, Prime Minis-
ter Naftali Bennett said on 
Monday, defending Jerusa-
lem’s approach the day after 
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky sharply criti-
cized it but softened his tone 
later.

“Israel has been stretch-
ing out its hand to aid in the 
crisis in Ukraine for several 
weeks, from the first minute, 
in different, varied channels,” 
Bennett said. “We are man-
aging this unfortunate crisis 
sensitively, generously, and 
responsibly, while balancing 
the different considerations 
– and they are complex.”

Bennett made the re-
marks at a ceremony sending off the staff of an Israeli field hospital, 
the first such facility any country has built in Ukraine.

“Today, I want to say clearly: Israel and the Israeli public can be 
proud of the aid and contribution of the State of Israel to the citizens of 
Ukraine. Be proud of the actions Israel has taken…There are not many 
countries who have done as much,” he stated.

Zelensky said he appreciates Israel’s efforts to mediate between 
Kyiv and Moscow on Sunday night, hours after he compared Ukraine’s 
plight to the Holocaust, called for Israel to send arms to his country 
and to sanction Russia, and criticized “mediation without choosing a 
side.”

“Apathy kills, calculations kill. You can mediate between countries 
but not between good and evil,” Zelensky said.

Yet, hours later, in a video message on his Telegram channel, Zel-
ensky said: “Of course, Israel has its interests, strategy to protect its 
citizens. We understand all of it.”

“The prime minister of Israel, Mr. Bennett is trying to find a way 
of holding talks, and we are grateful for this,” Zelensky said. “We are 
grateful for his efforts so that sooner or later we will begin to have 
talks with Russia, possibly in Jerusalem. That’s the right place to find 
peace. If possible.”

Bennett pointed to Zelensky’s praise overnight and said at a Yediot 
Aharonot conference that “in recent weeks there were some advances 
between the sides, but the gaps in a number of fundamental topics are 
big.”

The prime minister said the advances are that the Russians are no 
longer trying to depose Zelensky and fully demilitarize Ukraine, while 
Ukraine has backed down from trying to join NATO.

“We are trying to mediate together with our friends in the world, 
but there is a long way ahead,” he said.

Bennett says ‘Israelis can be proud of Ukraine aid’

“We positioned Israel in a way 
that allows us continuous com-
munications with both sides that 
is honest and open and can bring 
achievements” in the mediation, 
Bennett stated.

As for whether Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin is insane or 
has Parkinson’s, as some have 
theorized, Bennett said he saw no 
indication of either in their meet-
ing earlier this month.

Asked about Zelensky com-
paring the war to the Holocaust, 
saying that Russia is planning 
a “final solution” for Ukraine, 
which was widely criticized in 
Israel, Bennett refrained from 
criticizing him, saying “he is a 
leader fighting for the life of his 
country.” 

“I personally believe that you 
cannot compare the Holocaust 
to anything,” Bennett said. “It is a 
unique event in the history of the 
world, the industrial killing of a 
nation in gas chambers.”

Israel is not giving Ukraine an 
Iron Dome battery, Bennett said, 
because he is balancing “gener-
osity and sensitivity to the great 
distress of the Ukrainian people 
together with…my responsibility 
to the existence of the State of Is-
rael and its citizens.”

Foreign Minister Yair Lapid 
also responded to Zelensky’s 
criticism by touting Israel’s hu-
manitarian aid to Ukraine.

Lapid said at the ceremony 
for the field hospital’s staff that 
Israelis “must know that Israel 
is not standing silent. In a place 
where there is suffering and hor-
ror, we will stretch out a comfort-

Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett, Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky (photo credit: NIR ELIAS/REUTERS, UKRAINIAN PRESIDENTIAL 
PRESS SERVICE/REUTERS)

ing hand and do everything to help.”
“We are sending with this hospital not only the best medical staff in 

the world, but our hearts, our support, and our identification. This is a 
cruel and unnecessary war, and it must stop,” he said.

The war in Ukraine is a reminder to Israel “that we must always be 
strong and be able to defend ourselves at any moment and under any 
conditions,” the foreign minister added.

Israel began constructing the “Shining Star” field hospital in 
Mostyska, Ukraine over the weekend, and it is expected to open on 
Tuesday, with 60 staff members from Sheba Medical Center and the 
Schneider Children’s Hospital. The field hospital, which includes a pe-
diatric ward, a maternity ward, an emergency room, a telemedicine 
facility, and more, was funded by the Health and Foreign Ministries, 
along with the Schustermann Family Foundation and Joint Distribu-
tion Committee.

By Ron Kampeas, JTA
Singapore will upgrade its presence in Israel from consulate to em-

bassy, in the latest move reflecting thawing relations between Israel 
and Muslim countries.

Israel and Singapore forged diplomatic ties in 1965 and have en-
joyed friendly relations for decades. Israel sells Singapore defense 
equipment and has had an embassy in the country since 1968.

However, Singapore, mindful of its huge Muslim-majority neigh-
bors, Malaysia and Indonesia, has sought to keep the ties out of the 
public eye. The Times of Israel reported that Israel’s defense minister, 
Benny Gantz, visited the country last year but kept it quiet out of defer-
ence to Singapore.

Now, Singapore is openly boasting about its Israel relations. Vivian 
Balakrishnan, the Southeast Asian city-state’s foreign minister, made 
the embassy announcement Monday in Jerusalem where he was meet-
ing with Israeli counterpart Yair Lapid. The embassy will be in Tel Aviv.

The advent of the Abraham Accords normalizing ties between Is-
rael and four Arab nations, brokered in 2020 by the Trump adminis-
tration in its final months, has eased the stigma of open ties with Israel 
among nations sensitive to Muslim sensibilities.

Since the launch of the Abraham Accords, not only has Israel nor-
malized ties with the United Arab Emirates, Sudan, Morocco and Bah-
rain, it has improved existing diplomatic relations with Egypt, Jordan 
and Turkey. The Biden administration is committed to expanding the 
Abraham Accords, one of its few areas of agreement with the Trump 
administration.

Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett paid a surprise visit to Egypt 
on Monday where he conferred with Egyptian President Abdel Fattah 
al-Sisi and UAE’s crown prince, Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan.

Singapore to open  
embassy in Israel 

Singapore skyline at dawn, showing the Marina Bay Sands and the 
Flyer. (Martin Puddy/Getty Images)
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By Abigail Klein Leichman, Israel21c
Dr. Albina Rotshtein’s March 6 birthday nearly went unnoticed this 

year. She was busy caring for Ukrainian refugees at the Polish border 
as part of NATAN Worldwide Disaster Relief’s medical mission from 
Israel.

Instead she received a miraculous gift: Her parents, her sister and 
her sister’s two children managed to cross into Poland that day from 

their endangered home in Ukraine. Overjoyed, she rushed to Krakow 
to greet them.

Rotshtein’s birthday miracle exemplifies what is exceptional about 
the outpouring of Israeli aid for Ukrainians since the Russian invasion 
on February 24.

Although Israelis always rush to help victims of disasters anywhere 
— Haiti,  Japan, Mexico, Mozambique, South Sudan,  Nepal, Philippines 
and dozens of other countries — this time it is highly personal.

Personal connections
Not only are roughly half a million Israelis of Ukrainian descent, 

but about 26,000 Ukrainian nationals live in Israel and an estimated 
300,000 Jews reside in Ukraine, like Rotshtein’s family.

And so, while numerous Israeli governmental and non-govern-
mental organizations are helping all Ukrainian refugees pouring into 
border countries, the world’s only Jewish country has a special role 
to play.

EMT Yechiel Gurfein, a member of United Hatzalah of Israel’s mis-

For Israelis, the outpouring of  
aid to Ukraine is personal

Jewish immigrants fleeing the war in Ukraine, on a rescue flight sponosred by the IFCJ, arrive 
at Ben Gurion airport near Tel Aviv on March 6, 2022. Photo by Tomer Neuberg/FLASH90

sion to help Ukrainian refugees in 
Moldova, reports that delegation 
members were invited to bless 
the newlyweds at a double wed-
ding in the Kishinev (Chisinau) 
Jewish community.

“This is a major part of our 

mission: To remind everyone that 
all of Israel is responsible for one 
another and that we are all broth-
ers, and that no one is ever alone, 
no matter what they are going 
through,” Gurfein said.

Hagit Krakov, head of mission 
for IsraAID in Moldova, is of Mol-
dovan heritage and most of her 
relief team has roots in the area 
as well.

“We’ve met many people 
who have family in Israel, both 
Ukrainians crossing with Jewish 
heritage and also Moldovans,” 
said Ethan Schwartz, IsraAID’s 
spokesman.

campuses are working in synagogues across the country, suggesting 
that Midwestern and Southern congregations will still be able to hire 
rabbis from among those ordained in New York and Los Angeles. STOP 
HERE IF NEEDED

Current students of the Cincinnati campus say that if the proposal 
is approved, future Reform rabbis will miss out on opportunities that 
cannot be replicated on the coasts.

Madeline Budman and Aaron Torop, married third-year rabbinical 
students, were sent to Cincinnati despite preferring both New York 
and Los Angeles. (The school stopped assigning students to campuses 
against their preferences in 2020.) After being disappointed at the 
time, they quickly realized that training in Cincinnati has its advan-
tages. 

They love the lower cost of living, while classmates in New York 
work multiple jobs to afford school; the intellectual stimulation of tak-
ing classes with graduate students; and the campus’s focus on field-
work and student pulpits — having its students serve rural commu-
nities where they would often be the only rabbis at their synagogue. 
Budman has been serving a small congregation in Marion, Ohio, while 
Torop works with one in Lafayette, Louisiana. 

Torop, whose mother, Rabbi Betsy Torop, was also ordained in Cin-
cinnati and currently works for the Central Conference of American 
Rabbis, believes that more could have been done to avert the worry-
ing trends HUC administrators say they are trying to address with the 
proposal.

“They’re saying because there are not enough students here, now 
we’re going to close the program,” Torop said. “But they haven’t in-
vested in trying to get more students in the door.”

“I’m so deeply disappointed in how the leadership is approaching 
this,” Budman said. “Maybe make a better program, and then it’ll make 
HUC more competitive.”

The authors of the consolidation proposal have a vision for what 
such a program could look like. They are urging HUC to launch a pro-
gram that caters to the needs of potential rabbis who may not want to 
or be able to uproot themselves for five years and take on potentially 
tens of thousands of dollars of debt. HUC’s rabbinical school tuition 
this year is $27,000.

Such a program would combine online courses, real-world training 
in local synagogues and travel for short periods to Cincinnati, where 
students would be taught by professors from across the campuses, ac-
cording to the proposal.

“This would enable us to welcome more students who are called to 
the sacred work of the rabbinate but unable to geographically relocate 
to a campus city, while also expanding the number of communities 
served by rabbinical and cantorial student leadership,” the proposal 
says.

The consolidation proposal requires two-thirds of HUC’s board to 
support it. The board, made up of leaders from across the movement, 
meets April 10 and 11 in New York.

Whatever happens during that meeting, it’s clear that conditions 
are evolving for the Reform movement and its training of rabbis.

“HUC was founded when it was, how it was, and where it was be-
cause of particular historical dynamics, and those have undeniably 

changed,” said Shari Rabin, a his-
torian of American Jewry at Ober-
lin College. “I certainly don’t envy 
those in charge of making this 
decision.”

She added, “That being said, 
I would personally be sad to see 
the role of Cincinnati diminished. 
It has a rich history and even if 
its Jewish population is relatively 
small, it is a powerful reminder 
of the importance of places out-
side of coastal cities, where large 
numbers of American Jews live 
and flourish.”

COLLEGE CONT. FROM PG 9
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internationally for 
15 and in the United 
States for 10.

Rami has been 
talking with Mimi 
and Marcia at the 
Jewish Federa-
tion for quite a few 
years, always with 
the goal of coming 
to our community 
for a concert. Dates 
and costs were al-
ways a challenge, 
until Rami called 
Marcia and offered a 
way to do this, if she 
and the community 
could be spontane-
ous. She knew she 
could be, but could 
the community? She 
was pretty sure they 
could, since often 
people RSVP at the 
very last minute for other events. 

Rami’s performance was filled with humor while treating the group 
to meaningful and touching songs. He told the back story to most of 
his songs which made them even more poignant. He had an easy way 
about himself while showing his warm and charming personality 
throughout.

Towards the end of the concert, he taught everyone in the audience 
the chorus to one of his latest songs – the title of his latest CD – It’s 
Gotta Mean Something. If you go onto JFEC’s Instagram page called 
jewishnewlondon, you will see us singing our hearts out. You can also 
see it on our Jewish Federation of Eastern CT Facebook page. Rami has 
posted the article we had in the Jewish Leader about his concert (be-
forehand) on his Instagram page and will be posting the video along 
with other concert videos as well. 

Rami found our small community to be warm and welcoming, just 
as Marcia had told him we would be. 

Thank you to all who came out to JFEC’s first in-person community 
event since the beginning of Covid. This event was put together in only 
twelve days and Eastern CT came through. You were spontaneous and 
you made it happen! On behalf of the staff and Board of Directors at 
the JFEC, thank you. And last but not least, thank you Temple Emanu-
El for opening their building for this concert.

We are just getting started! On Sunday, April 24, we will be having 
our annual Yom Hashoah service and program. This year it will be on 
Zoom again, mainly because our speakers are coming directly to us 
from Germany. The program is called, “A Conversation With Germans.” 
Please spread the word about this very meaningful Yom Hashoah pro-
gram coming up at the end of April. 

In May we will have a virtual mission to Israel to coincide with Is-
rael’s Independence Day. Stay tuned for more events and more infor-
mation.

Following Rami Feinstein’s concert folks were 
able to purchase CDs and tee shirts as keep-
sakes from an enjoyable afternoon. Marcia 
Reinhard, JFEC Interim Exec. Director helped 
Rami with sales while greeting attendees.

Black civil rights alliance.
“Georgetown Day School has a special history that I think is 

important to understand when you consider my service on that 
board,” Jackson told Cruz. She went on: “The school was founded in 
1945 in Washington D.C. at a time at which by law there was racial 
segregation in this community. Black students were not allowed in 
the public schools to go to school with white students. Georgetown 
Day School is a private school, that was created when three white 
families — Jewish families — got together with three Black fami-
lies and said that despite the fact that the law is set up to make sure 
that Black children are not treated the same as everyone else, we 
are going to form a private school so that our children can go to 
school together. The idea of equality — justice — is at the core of 
the Georgetown Day School mission.”

Georgetown Day School’s history page on its website notes that it 
was founded in 1945 by seven — not six — families, and that it was the 
first integrated school in the nation’s capital, but does not add detail.

There appear to be at least three Jewish, or partly Jewish, families 
involved in its founding: Edith Nash (née Rosenfels), who was a Jewish 
poet married to Philleo Nash, an anthropologist and a senior official 
in Democratic administrations, whose daughters attended the school; 
the parents of Arthur Goldschmidt, who became a noted scholar of 
Middle East history; and the parents of Judith Martin (née Perlman) 
who launched the famed “Miss Manners” etiquette column.

The school sustained a Jewish flavor. Nash, who went on to become 

KETANJI CONT. FROM PG 1

ADL does not believe we did anything wrong” and open the group to 
renewed criticism from both the right and left.

Ultimately, the group decided to continue the training program, but 
with a revised curriculum and a new process in place to measure its 
effectiveness and impact, according to the spokesperson, who said Se-
lim had waited in 2020 to speak with JTA until that decision had been 
made.

There have not been any trips since 2019, when the Anti-Defama-
tion League quietly paused them, and none is scheduled right now. 
But the group says it remains committed to training law enforcement 
officials and could expand those programs over time.

The ADL is one of three groups that have offered training trips to 
Israel for U.S. police officers. More than 1,000 people, mostly senior 
law enforcement officials, have gone on trips run by the ADL, the Jew-
ish Institute for National Security Affairs and the Georgia Interna-
tional Law Enforcement Exchange. The trips are generally privately 
funded and are free for participants, though none of the organizations 
would share with JTA in 2020 the exact sources of the funding or the 
costs of the trip.

The ADL has said the trips are intended to increase the American 
participants’ “understanding of extremist and terrorist violence, mass 

the school’s second director, 
once recalled that in the 1950s, 
the school had an annual Seder 
Lunch, a parent-student event to 
mark Passover. Next month, the 
school’s calendar features Pass-
over Freedom Assemblies for the 
entire lower and middle schools.

The school’s most influential 
director, Gladys Stern, who led 
the establishment from 1975-
1996, was also Jewish.

The school, which is on spring 
break, did not return a request 
for comment.

On Monday, the first day of her 
testimony, Jackson credited her 
Jewish high school debate coach, 
the late Fran Berger, with instill-
ing her with confidence and mak-
ing her believe she could succeed 
as a lawyer. Jackson also credited 
Supreme Court Justice Stephen 
Breyer, who is Jewish, for whom 
she clerked and whom she would 
replace.

ADL CONT. FROM PG 1

Israeli police officers stand guard during a protest against Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu in Jerusalem, July 17, 2020. More than 1,000 American police officials have gone to 
Israel to watch the nation’s police in action and study counterterrorism practices. (Yonatan 
Sindel/Flash90)

casualty attacks and [building] 
community resilience.”

The ADL memo says each trip 
cost $115,000, and the group has 
allocated “upward of $200,000 
per year in the staff time it takes 
to staff the trips and defend the 
trips from controversy.”

Much of the 
criticism has been 
driven by Jewish 
Voice for Peace, 
an anti-Zionist 
group that pub-
lished a 2018 re-
port calling the 
trips a “Deadly 
Exchange.” The 
group says the 
exchanges allow 
police forces from 
two countries 
with histories of 
racial discrimina-
tion and allega-
tions of oppres-
sive policing to 
swap strategies.

The group said 
the memo revealed by Jewish 
Currents and the Guardian was 
evidence that its campaign had 
been successful — and that it 
should continue.

“Our collective power is work-
ing: The ADL never would have 
disrupted their US-Israel police 
exchanges without the power 
of our multiracial intersectional 
coalition forcing them into a 
corner,” Jewish Voice for Peace’s 
executive director, Stefanie Fox, 
said in a statement.
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all refugees fleeing oppression. The Unites States Congress passed re-
strictive laws limiting immigration from Eastern Europe. Millions of 

Jews remaining in Europe who could not get out after that became vic-
tims of the Holocaust.

During World War II, Zelenskyy’s family in Kiev escaped the Nazi 
advance into Ukraine in 1941 by fleeing to the far eastern reaches of 
Russia for refuge until the War was over. His story is an echo of the 
family history of our own community member Helen Elperina, whose 
teenage father in Minsk sounded the alarm as the Nazis marched on 
Belarus and warned his family to escape their home in Minsk and also 
flee to eastern Russia.

Ukraine today is geographically the second largest country on the 
European continent after Russia. Its population is 44 million. It was 
first the home of the Kyivan Rus, who were Scandinavian traders and 
the namesake of Russia. Ukraine was the center of the first eastern 
Slavic state. During the 10th and 11th centuries it was the largest and 
most powerful state in Europe. Over the next centuries, Ukraine was 

absorbed by Poland and Lithua-
nia, then the Russian Empire and 
Austria-Hungary. In the 19th cen-
tury, Ukraine was under Russian 
control. But Ukrainian national-
ism grew. 

Following the collapse of czar-
ist Russia in 1917, a treaty after 
World War I briefly recognized 
its independence. But in 1921 
Ukraine was forced to become 
part of the Soviet Union and en-
dure Soviet rule. The Ukrainian 
Soviet Socialist Republic was 
born in 1922. Under the Soviet 
regime, Ukrainian identity was 
constantly threatened. In 1932, 
Joseph Stalin deliberately im-
posed a famine on the Ukrainian 
peasants, called the Holodomor 
- in which over 8 million died. In 
the late 1930s Stalin unleashed 
purges in which many Ukrai-
nians were executed or sent to 
prison camps. Then, in 1941, the 
Germans invaded. During World 
War II, German and Soviet armies 
were responsible for about 8 mil-
lion civilian deaths in Ukraine. 
Indeed, during the War, some 
Ukrainians welcomed the Nazi 
occupation as a way to challenge 
Soviet control. Of the 6 million 
Jews murdered in the Holocaust, 
1.5 million of them were Ukraini-
an Jews massacred by the Nazis. 

With the collapse of Com-
munism and the breakup of the 
Soviet Union in 1991 Ukraine 
once more became independent. 
However, the transition from So-
cialism to Capitalism has been 
a painful one. Ukraine suffered 
high inflation and economic de-
cline for some years and the tran-
sition from dictatorship to de-
mocracy has not gone smoothly. 
Ukrainians rose up in the “Orange 
Revolution” of 2005 to reject a 
rigged election and elect a new 
President Yuschenko. Another 
wave of demonstrations swept 
across Ukraine in 2013 and 2014 
when the President Yunakovych 
rejected an association treaty 
with the European Union and the 
Ukrainian parliament voted to re-
move him from office. Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy was elected in 2019 on 
an anti-corruption campaign and 
has had a tumultuous term deal-
ing with the constant Russian ad-
vance on Ukrainian territory and 
his pleas for assistance from the 
U.S. and western democracies. 

On February 24, 2022, Russia 
invaded Ukraine. As I write this, 
the Ukrainian people are coura-
geously resisting.

The idea was first conceived by artist Gunter Demnig in Cologne, 
Germany in 1992 as part of an initiative commemorating Romani and 
Sinti victims of the Holocaust. He installed the first Berlin Stolperstein 
in 1996. He has now laid over 70,000 stones and personally oversees 
the wording and installation of each one. He’s on the road for 300 days 
a year. Demnig says, citing the Talmud:  “A person is only forgotten 
when his or her name is forgotten.”

Although the majority of the Stolpersteine commemorate Jewish 
victims of the Holocaust, they also honor all other victims of the Nazi 
regime that include, among others, Sinti, Romani gypsies, the disabled, 
dissidents, homosexuals, blacks, and Communists.

As occurred in Alzey, local groups, often residents of a particular 
town or street - come together to research the biographies of local vic-
tims and to raise the funds it costs to install each stone. But before 
they proceed, the organizers must track down as many of the victim’s 
relatives as they can to ask 
for their approval and to in-
vite them to the installation 
ceremony.

So on their trip to Alzey 
in September, 2012, Judith, 
her daughter Hanna,  her sis-
ter Ricky, her brother-in-law 
Rob and her cousin Glenn 
were all present for the cer-
emony. Judith was moved 
by the ceremony and other 
tokens of remembrance at 
Alzey and the friendships 
she made there - including 
people who will now be part 
of our program. She echoes 
the sentiments of another 
family who made a similar 
trip: “The indelible memo-
ries of the horror my family 
endured now mingle with the incredible kindness of a new generation.”

Please join JFEC and Hadassah’s Henny Simon Remembrance for 
our special Yom HaShoah program and Service on Sunday, 

April 24 -2 p.m. on Zoom. Here is the link to register for the pro-
gram:

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAsdOCtrDIrH-
9F5aD7OCbRPV51ckPxSyey1 ; Meeting ID:  841 3952 9155

VISION CONT. FROM PG 7

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAsdOCtrDIrH9F5aD7OCbRPV51ckPxSyey1 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAsdOCtrDIrH9F5aD7OCbRPV51ckPxSyey1 
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Chaim Kanievsky, dies at 94
Haredi Orthodox rabbi known as ‘Prince of Torah’

By Shira Hanau, JTA
Rabbi Chaim Kanievsky, the powerful leader of Isra-

el’s haredi Orthodox community who was known as the 
“Prince of Torah,” has died.

Kanievsky was 94 and died after collapsing at his home 
in Bnei Brak, the center of haredi life in Israel where he 
was regarded with reverence.

The son of a major rabbi with familial connections to 
numerous famed rabbinic dynasties, Kanievsky seemed 
to be destined for a position of power from a young age. 
But the scholarly rabbi rose to new heights during the 
coronavirus pandemic as Israel’s government struggled 

to contend with numerous outbreaks in the haredi Orthodox commu-
nity. Kanievsky, whose words were mediated through his grandsons, 
became a key leader in persuading haredi Orthodox Israelis to comply 
with government lockdowns.

“They see him as a holy man,” Eli Paley, the chairman of the Haredi 
Institute for Public Affairs, a Jerusalem-based research group, told The 
New York Times. “They see their existence as relying on Rabbi Chaim 
and his Torah learning.”

Born in Poland in 1928 into a family of well-known rabbis, 
Kanievsky began studying as a young boy in Bnei Brak at the yeshiva 
of his uncle, Rabbi Avraham Yeshaya Karelitz, then one of the most im-
portant Jewish legal authorities in Israel.

Kanievsky, who spent most of his life in Bnei Brak, departed from 
yeshiva life only briefly, when he served in the Israeli army during the 
country’s war of independence. He became a major authority on all 
matters of Jewish law, authoring several books of Jewish legal writings.

“He’s isolated from everyone, from social life, just him and the Tal-
mud,” Sara Zalcberg, a professor at Tel Aviv University who studies Is-
raeli haredim, said of Kanievsky, who was known to seclude himself 

in his study with his Talmud for 
most of the day.

For years, Kanievsky would 
answer dozens, if not hundreds, 
of Jewish legal questions via 
small postcards on which he 
would inscribe his answers in 
tiny handwriting.

“He usually writes down his 
answers, usually quite short an-
swers,” Zalcberg said. “But from 
all his answers there are many 
books.”

He would also receive visitors 
in his home who would seek his 
guidance on areas of Jewish law 
and with questions about all as-
pects of their lives.

After the 2017 death of 
Rabbi Aharon Leib Shteinman, 

Kanievsky became 
the preeminent lead-
er of Israel’s non-Ha-
sidic haredi Orthodox 
community, taking on 
a more political role 
in addition to his sta-
tus as an authority on 
matters of Jewish law.

And during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
Kanievksy became 
an important figure 
in Israel’s battle with 
the coronavirus, rep-
resenting haredi au-
tonomy from the rest 
of the Israeli public as 
he, at times, instruct-
ed haredi yeshivas to 
remain open despite 
Israeli health minis-
try rules requiring 

them to close.
Eretz Nehederet, an Israeli 

satire show, aired a sketch on Jan. 
27, 2021 portraying Rabbi Chaim 
Kanievsky, a top haredi leader in 
Israel, as controlling the Israeli 
government’s lockdown enforce-
ment. (Screenshot from Channel 
12)

Kanievsky became such an 
important figure in the struggle 
to convince Israel’s haredi com-
munities to adhere to the coun-
trywide lockdowns that an Israeli 
satire show depicted Kanievsky 
as the country’s true prime min-
ister with his grandson and inter-
mediary, Yanki, by his side, alter-
ing his statements at will.

In October 2020, Kanievsky 
himself tested positive for CO-
VID-19 but recovered and re-
sumed public life.

After vaccines became avail-

Rabbi Chaim Kanievsky at his home in Bnei Brak, Israel, Dec. 26, 2019. (Yaakov 
Nahumi/Flash90)

able, Kanievsky broke with some in his community by urging wide-
spread vaccination. He received death threats in late 2021 after opin-
ing that children should be vaccinated against the virus.

Kanievsky was largely considered a moderate on matters of Jewish 
law, according to Zalcberg; in 2016, for example, he ruled that medical 
marijuana was kosher for Passover. But  Kanievsky became known for 
at least one extreme position on a matter of Jewish law and culture. 
In 2012, Kanievsky ruled that one who owns an iPhone, by which he 
meant any smartphone, must burn it, even if he needs it for business.

Kanievsky went further and said one cannot even sell his or her 
smartphone to a non-Jew, “just as it is forbidden to sell a weapon to a 
non-Jew.”

The rabbi was immediately mourned by his followers and by Israeli 
leaders. “Despite his greatness in the Torah and in public, the rabbi 
made sure to always receive every person with an open heart and light 
eyes,” said Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett in a statement.

Kanievsky’s wife and the mother of his eight children, Batsheva, 
died in 2011. He was buried on Sunday, March 20, 2022.

By Gabe Friedman, JTA 
A 96-year-old non-

Jewish Holocaust survivor 
who lived through four 
different Nazi concentra-
tion camps was killed 
Friday, March 18, 2022 in 
a Russian airstrike on the 
Ukrainian city of Kharkiv.

The Buchenwald and 
Mittelbau-Dora Memo-
rials Foundation an-
nounced Borys Roman-
chenko’s death on Twitter 
on Monday.

“Survived Hitler, mur-
dered by Putin,” Ukraine’s 
foreign minister tweeted 
Monday.

Romanchenko’s for-
mer concentration camp 
uniform, which he wore 
through stints at the Bu-
chenwald, Peenemünde, 
Dora and Bergen-Belsen 
camps, featured a red tri-
angle. That symbolized 

that he was likely either a political prisoner or a gentile who assisted 
Jews, among other non-Jewish categories.

Romanchenko was at one point vice president of the Buchenwald-
Dora International Committee and worked “intensively on the memo-
ry of Nazi crimes,” the Buchenwald and Mittelbau-Dora institute said. 
He attended multiple ceremonies that commemorated the liberation 
of Buchenwald, one of the Nazis’ largest death camps.

His granddaughter told the institute that he was at home when his 
building was hit by Russian fire.

Holocaust survivor who lived 
through 4 Nazi camps 

killed in Ukraine

Borys Romanchenko at the former Bu-
chenwald concentration camp. (Buch-
enwald and Mittelbau-Dora Memorials 
Foundation)
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By Teddy Weinberger
Like several million other fans, I am looking forward to the pre-

miere of the sixth and final season of “Better Call Saul,” scheduled for 
release on April 18. “Better Call Saul” is a prequel to “Breaking Bad,” 
which aired over five seasons between 2008-2013. The prequel tells 
the story of one of the secondary characters on “Breaking Bad”: a slea-
zy lawyer named Saul Goodman. Except that his real name is not Saul 
Goodman. When we are first introduced to him toward the end of the 
second season of “Breaking Bad,” Goodman confidentially tells Walter 

White (a high-school chemistry teacher turned crystal meth manufac-
turer who is the star of the series): “My real name’s McGill; the Jew 
thing I just do for the home boys. They all want a pipe-hitting member 
of the tribe, so to speak.” We don’t hear the name “McGill” again until 
the prequel, which focuses precisely upon how Jimmy McGill becomes 
Saul Goodman. When Jimmy is asked why exactly he chose the name 
“Saul Goodman” for his new identity, he says: “’s’all good, man.” 

Clearly, some fun is being had with the Jewish name “Saul Good-
man.” What is not clear, what is extremely difficult to fathom, is why 
Jews are expected to be good sports about this. At a time when even 
ostensibly “friendly” cultural appropriation is severely criticized, how 
to explain the existence of the belittlement of a Jewish name by the 
sympathetic main character of a very popular television series?

Here is one explanation: Jewish ethnicity has practically disap-
peared from the American cultural landscape. A person is only “Jew-
ish” to the extent that they practice the Jewish religion. “’S’all good, 
man” is a victimless prank, as the word “Jewish” does not make an ap-
pearance in either series (this, even though a major character in each 
series has a Jewish surname: Jimmy/Saul’s girlfriend Kim Wexler in 
“Better Call Saul” and DEA agent Hank Schrader in “Breaking Bad”). 
No character in either series practices the Jewish religion; hence, no 
character is “Jewish.” 

This privileging of religiosity to the exclusion of all other aspects 
of Jewishness is made by American Jews as well. Jews, after all, were 

involved in the writing, cast-
ing, directing, and producing of 
both television series. There is, 
too, the fact that the actor who 
plays Jimmy/Saul, Bob Odenkirk, 
is married to a Jewish woman 
named Naomi and they have 
raised their children Jewish (and 
in a “you can’t make these things 
up” aside, Odenkirk’s wife’s sur-
name is “Shem Tov,” which means 
“good name”). 

To see the absence of Jew-
ish ethnicity on a broader scale, 
you need only be a reader of the 

obituary section of the New 
York Times. One telling ex-
ample can suffice here. Both 
Carl Reiner, who died at the 
end of June 2020 and Jacky 
Mason who died at the end 
of this past July, were given 
extensive obituaries in the 
Times. Before he became a 
comic, Mason received rab-
binic ordination and thus his 
Jewishness features in his 
obituary; Carl Reiner, alas, 
was just a great comic, and so 
the word “Jewish” is wholly 
absent from his obituary.

In a remarkable way, the 
life and career of Philip Roth 
charts what has happened. In the 
late 1950s, Roth begins to publish 
the stories that would eventually 
make it into his 1959 collection 
Goodbye, Columbus, which to a 
large extent depicts Jewish life as 
it expands beyond the inner city 
and into America’s suburbs. The 
early Roth was attacked by some 
of his Jewish readers, who feared 
that the “goyim” would use his 
depiction of unsavory Jewish 
characters as fuel for their anti-
semitism. Roth went on to turn 
this reader-critic dynamic into 
an inspiration for his fiction, fea-
turing a character named “Philip 
Roth” in several of his novels. 
Roth chronicled the lives of Jews 
like himself: native born, secular, 
well-educated, passionately pro-
Israel, and vibrantly Jewish, and 
America couldn’t get enough of 
his fiction. 

It is tantalizing to see in W. 
W. Norton’s recent and unprec-
edented withdrawal of the bi-
ography of Philip Roth a poetic/
artistic illustration of what has 
happened to Jewish ethnicity 
in America. Without in any way 
belittling the case against Blake 
Bailey, it is possible to “read” the 
withdrawal of the biography of 
the novelist of American Jewish 
ethnic life as signifying America’s 

withdrawal from Jewish ethnicity. Hence-
forth, unless Jews are doing something par-
ticularistically Jewish; i.e., something having 
to do with the Jewish religion, there is no 
reason to think of them as “Jewish.” This is 
not to say that Jews in America no longer 
struggle with the issues that animated Roth’s 
fiction; it is to say that American culture has 
largely lost interest in them. 

Is all this “bad” for America’s Jews? I’m 
not sure. On the one hand, a key strategy of the Jewish people over two 
millennia of exile was to keep a low profile, and from this perspective, 
the disinterest of American culture in Jewish ethnicity is welcome. On 
the other hand, for anyone who is persuaded that Judaism is not just a 
religion but a people, Jimmy McGill’s “Jew thing” may signify that ’s’all 
is not good. 

By Caleb Guedes-Reed, JTA
Israel is the ninth happiest country in the world, according to the 

World Happiness Report, a project of the United Nations’ Sustainable 
Development Solutions Network.

Israel has moved slowly up the rankings in recent years, going from 
No. 14 in 2020 to No. 11 in 2021. The report, which is celebrating its 
10th anniversary, says it factors a country’s GDP, social support, life 
expectancy, “freedom to make life choices,” citizen generosity and per-
ceptions of corruption into its ranking.

The U.N. is known as a harsh critic of Israel, singling it out with 
continual condemnations and more critical resolutions than any other 
nation. Its Sustainable Development Solutions Network was founded 
in 2012 to advance U.N. sustainability, anti-poverty and industry goals 
around the world.

Each country’s response to COVID-19 was also a factor in the rank-
ing, the report noted. Israel was one of the first countries to success-
fully vaccinate a large percentage of its population.

“Deaths from COVID-19 during 2020 and 2021 have been markedly 
lower in those countries with higher trust in public institutions and 
where inequality is lower,” the report reads.

As usual, the Nordic countries held their spots at the top of the list, 
with Finland ranking as the happiest country in the world for the fifth 
year in a row. Denmark, Iceland and Switzerland placed in the top four, 
with the Netherlands, Luxembourg, Sweden and Norway the only oth-
ers ahead of Israel.

Israel is the 9th happiest 
country in the world

People gather on a seaside promenade in Tel Aviv, May 6, 2021. 
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Eastern Connecticut’s Automotive Leader for Over 38 Years

MJ SULLIVAN CADILLAC
ABOUT US
Why should you buy from MJ Sullivan Cadillac? Our unmatched service and diverse 
Cadillac inventory have set us apart as the preferred dealer in New London. Our trained 
sales staff will help you every step of the way during your Cadillac shopping experience. 
Visit us today to discover why we have the best reputation in the New London area. 

MJSullivanCadillac.com
452 Broad Street
New London, CT
860.443.8432
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