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Marcia Reinhard officially took 
over as Interim Executive Director 
of the Jewish Federation of East-
ern CT (JFEC) as of February 1, 
2022. She has been Assistant Di-
rector for the past 10 years.

Marcia told the Leader, “I am 
honored to have been asked to 
step in as the Interim Executive 
Director by the Federation Board 
of Directors. I love our commu-
nity and I can’t think of anything 
more important for me to do at 
this time.” 

During her tenure with the Federation, Marcia has worked to grow 
its youth programming and due to her efforts there are two active 
youth groups in eastern CT, the Junior Youth Group (grades 4-8) and 
the Yachad Chapter, BBYO that is geared to grades 9-12. 

The second program Marcia has run since she was hired in 2008 
is the Young Emissary program. Through her efforts the Young Em-
issaries not only interacted and befriended numerous young people 
in eastern CT’s Jewish religious schools and youth programs but also 
found friends among public school students and area service clubs 
that they addressed. The Young Emissaries brought their spirit and en-
thusiasm for Israel to all the people they touched in eastern CT. Marcia 
saw that each year’s emissaries were matched with one or more host 
families and made sure the kids had a good support group of mentors 
from throughout the community. 

Another area of Marcia’s expertise was in creating and planning 
community events.  She collaborated with Jerry Fischer on the Harvest 
Supper for many years. She also worked closely with Romana Stro-
chlitz and a variety of people in planning many details for the Yom 
HaShoah Community Service. She handled many of the details when 
we brought Debbie Friedman and Todd Herzog to our community 
many years ago and since 2013, has worked closely and diligently with 
the Young Emissaries to create countless spectacular Yom Ha’Atzmaut 
celebrations year after year.

The new emissaries will be arriving in our community at the end 
of August after a brief orientation. It’s not too early to let Marcia know 

Reinhard takes over as  
interim exec at JFEC By Ron Kampeas, JTA

Julie Platt is a one-time banker who has become a 
leader in promoting Jewish education and helping to 
rescue Jewish camping from the ravages of the pan-
demic. Now, she’s about to make history as the second 
woman to chair one of the largest Jewish fundraising 
powerhouses in the United States, the Jewish Federa-
tions of North America.

She’s also musical star Ben Platt’s mom.
The JFNA said that Platt would assume the leader-

ship of the umbrella body for Jewish federations, which 
in 2019 brought in $270 million.

The release noted that Platt has chaired the Los An-
geles Jewish Federation and is currently the chairwom-
an of JFNA’s fundraising campaign and of its effort to 
enhance security protection at every federation.

She also chairs a foundation named for her and her 
husband, Hollywood producer Marc Platt, and has been 
involved in an array of Jewish educational initiatives. As 
chair of the Foundation for Jewish Camp, Platt, the re-
lease says, was “instrumental” in saving the Jewish camp 
movement during the pandemic, when an entire sum-
mer session was canceled abruptly.

Her son, Ben, starred in the “Pitch Perfect” film series and debuted 
the eponymous role of “Dear Evan Hansen.” (His brother, Jonah, one of 
five siblings, recently joined the board of 70 Faces Media, the Jewish 
Telegraphic Agency’s parent company.) Ben Platt has thanked the Jew-
ish camping movement for nurturing him.

Julie Platt referred to her family in the JFNA release. “One of the 
greatest lessons I have taught my five children is to take responsibility 
for their community, and I promise to carry out this mission every day 

Julie Platt succeeds Mark Wilf as JFNA chair

Julie Platt, with her actor son Ben Platt, attend 
the 2017 Tony Awards at Radio City Music Hall 
in New York City. (Jenny Anderson/Getty Im-
ages for Tony Awards Productions)

in my new role with the Jewish 
Federations,” she said.

Platt will formally succeed the 
current chairman, Mark Wilf, this 
summer. The only other woman 
to chair the body, Kathy Manning, 
is now a North Carolina congress-
woman.

By Sam Sokol & Nastya Shub, Haaretz
With Russian troops moving into eastern 

Ukraine following Moscow’s official recogni-
tion of two breakaway separatist enclaves on 
Monday evening, February 21, local Jewish 
leaders have expressed concern not only that 
their constituents could be displaced by re-
newed fighting, but that the Kremlin may at-
tempt to use antisemitic provocations to dele-
gitimize their country.

Speaking to Haaretz from the eastern city 
of Dnipro, Rabbi Meir Stambler, the chairman 
of the Federation of Jewish Communities of 
Ukraine, said that he is more worried about 
the possibility of antisemitic provocations car-
ried out by Russian agents than a full-scale 
war.

“We were never concerned about security, 
but now we are worried that the situation might change, so that’s why 
we are working on safety precautions for all the rabbis, communities, 
schools and synagogues,” Stambler told Haaretz. “They want to [ac-
cuse] Ukrainians of being antisemites or fascists.”

Russian media was filled with false reports of anti-Jewish persecu-
tion during the early days of the conflict, with Russian President Vladi-

Eastern Ukraine’s Jews brace for food 
shortages and antisemitic provocations

mir Putin warning in March 2014 
that the “rampage of reactionary 
forces, nationalist and antisemit-
ic forces going on in certain parts 

Ukrainian service members shop in the Donetsk region 
town of Avdiivka, Monday.Credit: Aleksey Filippov / AFP

Editor’s Note: ‘Woke’ -- adjective, slang.(often used in the 
phrase stay woke). Having or marked by an active awareness of sys-
temic injustices and prejudices, especially those related to civil and 
human rights.

By Adam Levick, The Blogs, Times of Israel
If the 280-page report published by Amnesty International accus-

ing Israel of ‘apartheid’ was a person, we’d say that he doesn’t have an 
honest bone in his body.

Whilst both the Economist and Freedom House have assessed the 
Jewish state as a liberal democracy, with the former ranking Israel’s 
democracy score higher than even the United States, Amnesty, like 

Amnesty International’s ‘woke’ 
racism towards Palestinians

AMNESTY CONT. ON PG 6
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         ~ Duralite glass space is the best in the  
                                                          industry! 

860.848.9258 
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 
www.alltimemfg.com 



By Rabbi Yosef Resnick
I hope you are all doing well. This week’s 

parsha, Vayakhel, which presents us with 
the mitzvah of Shabbat is a big one, a central 
one for the Jewish people. 
The sefer Reishis Chochmah 
presents a type of circular 
calendar in which Shab-
bat is in the center, with the 
days of the week surround-
ing it. Also, in the parsha we 
have more details about the 

collection of the items used to build the Mish-
kan, and its construction. 

Here is the second verse of the parsha with some 
commentary.

Vayakhel  -- “Moses then convoked the whole Is-
raelite community and said to them: These are the 
things that Adonai has commanded you to do: On six 
days work may be done, but on the seventh day you 
shall have a sabbath of complete rest, holy to Adonai whoever does 
any work on it shall be put to death.”

The commentary Chayim VaChesed 83:1, explains, in part: 
Shabbat is a day totally dedicated to HaShem. It is therefore 
a world of freedom, because of the great deveykus, cleaving 
and attachment, which is why we cannot do any work, we are 
so attached to G-d. Any work performed would create a blem-
ish in this lofty level of holiness, a level in which there simply is 

A Torah Moment -- Vayakhel
no work, and cannot be any. As it says in Psalms, “Give praise 
to G-d, for He is good, and His kindness is everlasting.” Chaim 
v’Chesed, 83:1, from Sefaria.org
This may seem like a lofty goal and vision of Shabbat. Is it even 

realistic? Yes, 
it is one we 
can not only 
achieve, but 
are obligated 
to try. As I have 
noted before, 
Rabbi Yosef 
Ber Soloveit-
chik wrote that 
every Jewish 
individual is 
obligated to 
model them-
selves on the 

prophets, and to strive for actual prophecy!
That is quite a statement, yet it came not from a Chassidic Rebbe, 

but from the very literate, educated, articulate and brilliant father 

of Modern Orthodoxy, who was 
the Chief Rabbi in Boston for 
years. (And was asked to be the 
Chief Rabbi of Israel, which he 
declined!)

May we all achieve the high-
est levels of Shabbat obser-
vance and cleaving to G-d that 
we can. 

Shabbat Shalom,
R. Yosef Resnick

Rabbi Yosef Resnick, MSEd
Brothers of Joseph Synagogue
Historic Norwich, Connecti-
cut, 
   the “Rose of New England”
Cell: 781.201.0377
Google  virtual  office  phone: 
339.364.3044

“We need to keep our faith.” 
I’ve had the joy of meeting and working with some 
amazing people at Congregation Beth El and have seen 
greater participation over time. During this time of COVID 
our congregation is more active than ever mostly through 
the safety of online and offers a wide variety of 
options for everyone.  – Rabbi Earl Kideckel

SERVICES
•  Daily Minyan
•  Shabbat Services
•  Holidays
COMMUNITY PROGRAMS 
•  Educational Presentations
•  Talks by local speakers
•  Lunch & Learn with the Rabbi
SOCIAL EVENTS
•  Distanced Gatherings
•  Musical Events
•  Curbside Meal Offerings
•  Schmooze Before & After Zoom Events

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME! 
860.442.0418 • bethel-nl.org
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The Jewish Federation of Eastern Connecticut’s Friendly Visitor 
Program is planning its activities for Purim and Passover. 

Under this initiative, vol-
unteers reach out to Jewish 
residents at long-term care 
facilities and homebound 
people in the eastern Con-
necticut community to 
spread Yiddishkeit and joy 
during the Jewish holidays 
and in between times. 

The initiative offers pro-
grams, in-person visits, phone calls, video calls, and gift bags for Rosh 
Hashanah, Purim, Passover, and Chanukah. 

Community members are invited to make phone calls to the home-
bound, help put gift bags together, deliver gift bags, and/or visit Jewish 

JFEC’s Friendly Visitor program -- 
help us help others

 

seniors in facilities or at home as 
COVID protocols permit. By help-

ing in any capacity, you 
are fulfilling the mitz-
vah of bikur cholim 
(visiting the sick).

This year Purim 
starts the evening of 
March 16 and Passover 
starts on April 15. If 
you would like to vol-
unteer or if you would 

like a friendly visitor to contact 
you, please contact Eileen Sha-
piro at jfriendlyvisitorect@
gmail.com. 

By Abigail Klein Leichman, Israel21c
A new study has revealed a pathological brain activity that pre-

cedes Alzheimer’s disease symptoms by many years: increased activ-
ity in the hippocampus during anesthesia and sleep, resulting from 
failure in the mechanism that stabilizes the neural network.

The discovery of this abnormal activity may enable early diagnosis 
of the devastating neurological disease.

Lead researcher Prof. Inna Slutsky of Tel Aviv University explained 
that amyloid deposits, a hallmark of Alzheimer’s disease pathology, 
are formed in patients’ brains as early as 10 or 20 years before the 
onset of typical symptoms such as memory impairment and cognitive 
decline.

“We believe that identifying a signature of aberrant brain activity 
in the pre-symptomatic stage of Alzheimer’s and understanding the 
mechanisms underlying its development is a key to effective treat-
ment,” she said.

The researchers studied the hippocampal region of the brain in 
animal models for Alzheimer’s, measuring cell activity in the hippo-
campus when the animals were awake and active, and when they were 

asleep or anesthetized.
Even though it is known that hippocampus neuronal activity de-

creases in sleeping anesthetized healthy animals, hippocampal activ-
ity remained high in animals with Alzheimer’s.

“This is due to a failure in the physiological regulation, never be-
fore observed in the context of Alzheimer’s disease,” said PhD student 
Daniel Zarhin.

This abnormal activity was found to be much more frequent un-
der anesthesia. Therefore, Slutsky says, “it would be important to test 
whether short anesthesia can be used for early diagnosis of Alzheim-
er’s disease.”

Halit Baeloha, who is researching sleep problems related to Al-
zheimer’s disease, said the discovered disruption begins before the 
onset of the typical sleep disturbances observed in Alzheimer’s pa-
tients.

Is there a drug that could correct the impaired regulatory mecha-
nism? The researchers tried an existing drug for multiple sclerosis, 
often used to help regulate neuronal activity in epilepsy patients. In-
deed, this drug stabilized activity and reduced pathological activity in 
the Alzheimer’s model during anesthesia.

The study was published in the scientific journal Cell Reports.

Brain activity in sleep  
and anesthesia provide 

clue to Alzheimer’s

From left, Prof. Inna Slutsky and PhD students Daniel Zarhin and Re-
faela Atsmon. Photo by Dr. Tal Laviv.

Remember to send in your subscription

By REUTERS, reprinted from Jerusalem Post
Amazon.com Inc AMZN.O has reached an agreement with Visa Inc 

V.N to accept its credit cards across its network, ending a standoff be-
tween the two that threatened to disrupt e-commerce payments and 
deal a blow to the US-based payments processor.

Details of the deal were not disclosed but Visa and other payments 
cards have faced increased pressure about their fees as more shoppers 
have turned online during the pandemic. The spat had highlighted the 
growing clout of retailers in the fee battle.

Amazon had said in November it was considering dropping Visa 
as partner on its US co-branded credit card, after earlier confirming 
it would stop accepting Visa credit cards in the UK because of high 
transaction fees.

The agreement announced on Thursday means Amazon custom-
ers can continue using Visa credit cards in its stores, the e-commerce 
group said in a statement.

Neither side said what fees would be levied in future - an issue 
which came to the fore particularly in Britain after an EU-enforced cap 
on card fees is no longer in place following Brexit.

The dispute between Amazon and Visa in the UK was seen as a bad 
sign for the card industry by some analysts, who argued it could pres-

Amazon accepts Visa credit cards 
in global truce over fees

age a fight in the much bigger US 
market.

British lawmakers said last 
month they planned to scrutinize 
increases in the fees Visa and 
Mastercard charge businesses af-
ter the country’s payments regu-
lator found no evidence to justify 
the rises.

Last October, Visa began 
charging 1.5% of transaction val-
ue for credit card payments made 
online or over the phone between 
the UK and EU, and 1.15% for 
debit card transactions, up from 
0.3% and 0.2%, respectively.

Average credit card process-
ing fees across the industry range 
between 1.5% and 3.5%, accord-
ing to analysts.

AMAZON CONT. ON PG 4
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Foundation for Jewish Camp recently selected Camp Laurelwood 
to participate in a ground-breaking initiative to enhance the mental, 
emotional, spiritual, and social health (MESSH) of its camp commu-
nity. Kicking off this spring, the second cohort of the Yedid Nefesh 
initiative will receive extensive financial and educational resources as 
well as access to a commu-
nity of over sixty Jewish day 
and overnight camps across 
North America that are tak-
ing a holistic approach to 
mental health.

Rabbi James Greene, 
Camp Laurelwood’s Execu-
tive Director, noted how 
this new initiative aligns 
with Camp’s core values. 
“We envision a kinder world that is supported by a vibrant Jewish 
community. Improving our camper care and the MESSH support we 
offer will only help make Camp more kind and more vibrant and al-
low us to meet the needs of another generation of campers who will 
call Laurelwood home. Most importantly, Camp Laurelwood is a year-
round agency that supports our region. We are eager to explore how 
this work during the summer will expand out to the communities 
where our campers live in the years ahead.”

As part of the second cohort of Foundation for Jewish Camp’s 
(FJC’s) Yedid Nefesh program, Camp Laurelwood will receive up to 
$32k in direct funding over the course of three years. These funds 
will be used to hire a qualified mental health professional, provide 
enhanced counselor training, establish proactive wellness activity ar-
eas, and develop tools to destigmatize mental health in their broader 
community. FJC’s Yedid Nefesh initiative is generously funded by The 
Marcus Foundation.

Elizabeth Kaplan, Camp Laurelwood’s Director of Camper Care, 
shared about Camp’s investment in Youth Mental Health First Aid. 
“Having the resources to offer specialized mental health training for 
our staff ultimately provides a better experience for our campers, and 
we hope to be able to share that training with other programs and 
agencies in the coming years.” 

“By investing in embedded and sustainable MESSH support sys-
tems, Camp Laurelwood is creating a healthy space for campers and 
young staff to engage in self-discovery, strengthen their sense of re-
siliency, and flex interpersonal skills - all while benefiting from the 

Camp Laurelwood receives funding to advance mental health
sense of belonging and Jewish 
community that they are known 
for,” says Jill Goldstein Smith, se-
nior program manager and Yedid 
Nefesh project lead at FJC.

Applications are cur-
rently open for Camp 
Laurelwood as they 
prepare for their 85th 
summer! Families inter-
ested in their commit-
ment to mental health 
can learn more at www.
camplaurelwood.org 
or by calling the Camp 
office at (203) 421-

3736.

About Camp Laurelwood
Founded in 1937 on 140 mag-

nificent, wooded acres, Camp 
Laurelwood is the premier Jew-
ish overnight Camp in Connecti-
cut.

Laurelwood continues to 
flourish largely due to the tre-
mendous support of the com-
munity, including an active Board 
of Directors, volunteers, parents, 
alumni, synagogues, Jewish fed-
erations, foundations, and Jewish 
community centers. By recog-
nizing the role that Camp plays 
in building and strengthening a 
Jewish identity at an early age, 
this extensive community net-
work continues to contribute to 
the success and legacy of Laurel-
wood.

Camp Laurelwood is an agen-
cy of the Jewish Federation of 
Greater New Haven and a mem-

ber of the Association of Independent Jewish Camps, and is accredited 
by the American Camp Association and the State of Connecticut.

About Foundation for Jewish Camp: 
Foundation for Jewish Camp (FJC) fosters excellence and acceler-

ates innovation at Jewish camps across North America by developing 
adaptive talent, deepening immersive learning experiences, and driv-
ing field growth. FJC supports camps in their effort to provide a life-
long connection to Judaism and elevates Jewish camp on the cultural 
and philanthropic agenda. For more information, visit www.jewish-
camp.org.  

Join Jews and Brews for Megillah and Margaritas on Saturday, 
March 19 at 7-9pm! 

We will meet at the New London Chili’s Restaurant after Shab-
bat and sunset. 

Please RSVP by Wednesday March 16 to either Liza at 860-367-
2275 / liza.aberbach@gmail.com or by joining the Jews and Brews 
of Southeastern CT Facebook page to RSVP on the event page. Join-
ing the Facebook page is the preferred way to RSVP. 

Celebrate Purim with a cocktail and conversation with Jews and 
Brews!

The next Jews & Brews 
event March 19

Sunday, April 24th at 2pm  
Save the Date 

A CONVERSATION WITH GERMANS: 
What is the German view of the Holocaust today?

JFEC and Hadassah's Henny Simon Remembrance
present

 The Annual Community
Yom HaShoah Program

Please note this program will take place on Zoom  

Retailers have in the past accepted credit card processing charges 
as an inevitable cost, but that could be changing because of innova-
tions and increased consumer choice in the payments sector.

Credit cards accounted for a third of North American e-commerce 
spending in 2020, according to payments giant WorldPay, but mobile 
payment options like Venmo and “buy now, pay later” (BNPL) financ-
ing plans are gaining ground.

While alternative payments have been growing for years, the pan-
demic accelerated a downward trend in credit card applications and 
boosted the popularity of BNPL financing.

Credit cards’ share of North American e-commerce spending de-
clined 7% last year, according to WorldPay, while BNPL’s share in-
creased 78%.

Other big retailers have in the past settled fee disputes with Visa 
after announcing they were going to quit taking Visa credit cards in 
narrow segments of their businesses.

Walmart Inc’s WMT.N unit in Canada, for example, said in 2016 
it would stop accepting Visa credit cards after being unable to reach 
agreement on fees. Seven months later the companies said they had 
settled the matter.

Visa said it was pleased to have reached a broad, global agreement 
with Amazon.

“This agreement includes the acceptance of Visa at all Amazon 
stores and sites today, as well as a joint commitment to collaboration 
on new product and technology initiatives,” a Visa spokesperson said 
in an email.

AMAZON CONT. FROM PG 3
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    By  

Artie
  Dean

The Kiddush Cup 
Most families have heirlooms of one sort or another, books filled 

with black and white photographs from another century, silverware, 
and china of antiquity, or perhaps a dining room table of a favored 
grandmother. My most treasured heirloom is a battered silver Kiddush 
cup, made from melted down German coins in 1945, about which I 
have written on several occasions. 

In our family, torn apart by the Holocaust so many years ago, few 
of these treasures remain beyond March 12, 1938, the day Germany 
annexed Austria, and forever altered the fate of Vienna’s 181,000 Jews. 
Amongst them were both my father’s and mother’s families.

Like many who survived 
the Holocaust, it was only by a 
series of miracles that my par-
ents survived. They were both 
on the Kindertransport, a hu-
manitarian effort of Austrian 
and English Jewry that saved 
children by getting them out of 
Austria and resettling them in 
England. 

Sidney Diener, my father, 
removed from school and 
wrenched from his parents, 
arrived in London in 1938, a 
teenager of 14. He was one 
of the lucky ones. His parents 
joined him in London a year 
later. In 1944, a day after the 
D-Day landing he joined the 

British army, carried a machine gun, and trained on glider planes 
that would drop supplies to allied forces trapped behind enemy lines. 
When Germany surrendered, he was part of the British army that oc-
cupied Germany after the war interrogating German prisoners for 
military intelligence.

On one of his first leaves to come back to London he wanted to 
bring his parents a gift. He went to a German silversmith in Stuttgart 
and asked to have a Kiddush Cup made for his father. Because silver 
was in scarce supply my father chose to melt down silver German 
coins to cast the Kiddush cup— a fitting metaphor.

That Kiddush cup, with the initials JD for Joseph Diener, adorned 
my grandfather’s Sabbath table for decades. I remember him using it 
for Elijah’s cup at Passover. When my grandfather passed away my fa-
ther began to use it every Friday night. I never tired of hearing about 
that cup, always appreciated its significance. Years later, while visiting 
my father in his Queens, New York, home, he took me into another 
room and closed the door.

Something’s wrong, I thought. He was never the type to keep se-
crets.

With a sad smile he held out the Kiddush Cup. “I want you to have 
this,” was all he said. 

Even now, 17 years later, my eyes mist when I think of that day. He 
passed away two years later from cancer, and I wonder if he already 
knew he was sick.

I’ve used the cup every Friday night and Passover since. I tell its 
story to my friends, to my children, and now, to my grandchildren. I’ve 
written about it in my Leader stories. The Conservative Movement’s 
Masorti Magazine published a “Kiddush Cup,” story of mine, along 
with a photo spread of my family that led to finding a long-lost line of 
my family living in Ottowa, Canada. They read the story, tracked me 
down, and called me some years ago.

As you can imagine, that led to 
another story in the Leader.

A few years ago, my son, Ja-
son, was visiting us in Waterford. 
I retold the story of the Kiddush 
Cup for the benefit of his wife and 
three children. Sometime later 
I saw him examining it closely. 
He pointed to the initials JD in-
scribed on the front. “These are 
my initials, too”, he said. “Do you 
think I could have this one day?”

I hesitated. “One day. We’ll 
see,” I said, but clearly the time 
was not right. I was still using it 
to make Kiddush. I had hoped to 
have many more years to tell its 
story.

But every time I visited Ja-
son for a weekend, I saw how he 
honored the Sabbath. He’s a Baal 
Teshuva and lives an Orthodox 
life. He’s married to Alex, has 
three children, Sara 8, Tehilla 7, 
and Shlomo 4, who’s named after 
my father. I started to daydream 
about passing the cup on, imag-
ined them using it for their Bat or 

Bar Mitzvah, hoping they’d pass 
it on to their children one day.

Nearing 70, I am navigating 
the big questions of life. What 
does life have in store for me as I 
reach my Golden Years? Will I stay 
healthy? Will this pandemic ever 
end? Questions that have no clear 
answers. 

Sometimes I wake at 3 am and 
can’t go back to sleep. I ruminate 
about things. How hard should I 
work? When should I retire? How 
does one find fulfillment after a 
long career? Will I dare travel 
around the country? The world? 
How often can I get to see the chil-
dren?  When should I pass the Kid-
dush cup to the next generation? 

I’ve seen Jason and his family 
many times since he asked about 
the Kiddush cup. Several times I 
imagined giving it to him, won-
dering how he’d react. But the 
moment never seemed right, and 

I kept my impulses to myself. Maybe they should wait till I’m gone.
Last month Jason came for a weekend, and we celebrated Shab-

bat together. I made a point of telling the grandchildren about the cup 
when I made Friday night Kiddush. They were especially attentive all 
weekend and I loved having them with us. Thoughts of the Kiddush 
Cup began to reverberate in my mind. On Sunday I approached Jason 
and asked if I could talk to him alone. He looked puzzled. I brought him 
into the living room while the kids played in the den.

Without much explanation I held out the Kiddush Cup. “I want you 
to have this,” I said, my eyes 
glistening, fighting to speak 
without choking up.

He was startled. “Noooo. 
I can’t take this. You should 
keep it.” Then his face filled 
with concern. “Are you al-
right? You’re not sick or any-
thing, are you?”

“No Jason. I’m fine.”
“Are you sure?” 
It struck me that my own 

father had waited till he 
was 81 to give me the cup. 
No wonder my son thought I 
might be ill.

“I’m sure, Jason. I’m 
healthy. Really. I just wanted 
to see you use it while your 
kids are young.” Then I fell 
silent. Jason hugged me, and I 
held him tightly. When he broke away a wide smile lit his face.

Later that afternoon I drew Barbara, my wife, aside. “I gave Jason 
the cup,” I said, a strained smile on my face, my voice cracking.

“I thought you were going to wait.”
“So did I,” I said. But I wanted to pass it on while I could still enjoy 

watching him use it.”
That evening we stood in front of the Kiddush cup collection dis-

played in our living room. Over the course of twenty-five years, we’d 
bought a cup every time we visited a foreign country. Never used them, 
just collected, and displayed them.

“Which one should we use?” I asked Barbara, my favorite Kiddush 
Cup curator. 

“Not sure, which one do you like?” We went through them all, exam-
ining them closely, reliving each trip. “We’ll just have to start a new tra-
dition,” I said. She hugged me, and I felt a strange pressure behind my 
eyes. I fought to keep my composure. “Do you think my father would 
have liked that I passed on his cup?”

“He’d have been thrilled,” Barbara said.
I struggled to say something profound, thought better of it, and 

wiped my eyes with the palm of my hand.

Direct: 860-443-4400   Cell: 860-625-5255 
Email: Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com 
Website: www.CallTheHouseman.com 

Blog: CTHouseMan.com 

ON THE BAY 
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Realtor Corner
Will higher interest rates 

impact housing sales? 
By Geoff Hausmann

The real estate market is going insane 
today. There are many things one needs to 
consider today in purchasing a property. Not only do you have to find 
that special property, but you have to consider the interest rate.

Since the holiday season, the interest rates have risen approximate-
ly three quarters (.75) of a percent. For the longest time, we have been 
informed that the interest rates were going to rise and finally the ru-
mor turned into a reality. The sad news is that this is phase one on the 
interest rate increase. It is expected that phase two will happen in May 
and phase three will be August/September. Interest rates around 3.0% 
were great while they lasted. By September, the prediction will be that 
the same interest rates will be at least 4.5%. This was the interest rate 
prior to COVID. As bad as this rate sounds, it was not long ago that the 
rates were 6% or more.

Normally, when people hear that the interest rates start going up, 
people come out of the woodwork to purchase a home. Hence the 
problem. Today there are 214 homes available in New London Coun-

ty. Back in 2019 on 
the same date, there 
were 1085 homes 
available and in 2018 
there were 1645. 
The lack of inventory 
causes a problem for 
these buyers.

So where is this 
market going? The 

home prices will remain strong throughout the summer of 2024 and 
then the sales prices will remain stable. The foreclosures that are hit-
ting the market are even coming in way over where they should be 
listed at. To give an example, I checked out a property that was just 
listed for $270,000 but this home needs approximately $80,000 worth 
of renovations. If I was listing this property, I would normally list it 
around $220,000. The difference between me and the other agent is 
that I would have had a bidding war while the other agent will watch 
this property sit on the market for a while.

I need your help. I used to have 17 listings at a time and today I have 
zero active listings. If you are considering selling your property, please 
call me. I recently had a listing that most people would run from due to 
the condition of the property. Instead I listed the property at $40,000 
more than I would have a year ago and I sold it in 3 days.

This real estate market is unique! I wonder how much effect the 
higher interest rates will have on buyers and the home prices as buy-
ers cannot afford as much. The interest rates of .75% higher will be an 
additional $100 for the mortgage payment. 

Now is the time to do something that I do not normally do and that 
is to give myself a big pat on the back while thanking all my clients. The 
awards for 2021 have been announced. There are research companies 
that survey buyers and sellers when they complete their transaction. I 
earned the following:

• #1 Agent in New London by Rate My Agent
• #2 Agent in New London County by Rate My Agent
• #10 Agent in Connecticut by Rate My Agent
• Top 5% of Agents by Connecticut Magazine
• Platinum Club by RE/MAX LLC
• 2021 Masters Sales Award by Eastern CT Associations of 

Realtors
• 2021 Masters Volume Sales Award by Eastern Association 

of Realtors

Please remember you can search for homes at www.CallThe-
HouseMan.com. Do you have a question about real estate? Advice/
responses will be made by: Geoff Hausmann, RE/MAX on the Bay, 860-
443-4400, Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com

other so-called human rights orga-
nizations which have embraced the 
radical left’s malign obsession with 
Israel, offered what can fairly be de-
scribed as a conclusion in search of 
evidence.

Their report is so riddled with 
errors of omission, fact, law and ba-
sic logic that not even the New York 
Times – which routinely attacks Is-
rael’s very legitimacy – has deemed 
it ‘fit to print’.

To cite just a few errors:

• Amnesty charges that Arab citizens of Israel can’t access state 
land in Israel. The charge is false – Israeli Arabs have the same 
access to state land as any other Israelis.

• Amnesty claims that Palestinians, and their millions of de-
scendants, possess a legal “Right of Return” to Israel. In fact, 
there is no such right in international law.

• Amnesty portrays Palestinian residents of the Sheikh Jarrah 
neighborhood in east Jerusalem as being “ethnically cleansed”.  
However, all that’s happening is that several dozen Palestinian 
families face possible eviction due to their failure to pay rent 
for decades.

• Amnesty claims that “2.5 million Palestinians live in Israel and 
East Jerusalem, restricted to enclaves that make up 3% of the 
entire area”.  Again, this claim has been shown to be a fabrica-
tion.

• Amnesty even questions the legitimacy of Israel’s secu-
rity measures designed to prevent the flow of weapons into 
Hamas-controlled Gaza, when even a United Nations inves-
tigation, for instance, declared its naval 
blockade “legal”.

• But, arguably, even more egregious than 
its counter-factual allegations against Is-
rael is the near absence of any context on 
the Arab wars, Palestinian terrorism and 
Palestinian leadership’s repeated rejec-
tion of peace offers which have led to the 
current territorial, political and security 
situation.

In fact, as CAMERA has noted, searching for 
the words “terror” or “bombing” or “suicide” or 
“stab” or “stabbing” reveals that in the entire 280-page report there 
is not a single mention of any particular Palestinian terrorist attack 
against Israelis. The 1377 Israeli victims of Palestinian terrorism since 
Sept. 2000 are erased from the moral and political equation.

And this is illustrative of a problem with Amnesty’s report few have 
explored – a denial of agency to Palestinians.  Their document seems 
predicated on a view of the Palestinians and Israelis in a manner that 
Jonathan Haidt and Greg Lukianoff characterized as “The Untruth of 
Us Versus Them: Life is a battle between good people and evil people”.  
Such a Manichean framing invariably leads to a patronizing view of the 
Palestinians, treating them as eternal victims – a dynamic described 
by John McWhorter as “woke racism”.

Tellingly, at the end of Amnesty’s report there are dozens of bullet 
point recommendations for ameliorating the problems they outlined, 
almost all of which are directed towards what Israel should do to solve 
the “human rights violations” they outlined.  Some of these recommen-
dations, such as allowing for the unlimited Palestinian right of return, 
would, for all intents and purposes, mean the end of the Jewish state.

So, what’s asked of the Palestinians? As you can see below, essen-
tially nothing. The only thing demanded of Palestinians is that they 
assist Amnesty in their delegitimization campaign and smear of Israel.

There are no demands that Hamas, the terrorist group that rules 

AMNESTY CONT. FROM PG 1
Gaza, disarm and accept Israel 
existence.  There are no calls for 
the Palestinian Authority to, for 
the first time in 16 years, hold 
elections and begin the pro-
cess of building functioning and 
transparent democratic institu-
tions in preparation for state-
hood. There’s no admonishment 
of Palestinian leaders for their 
promotion and glorification of 
terrorism, or their culture of an-
tisemitism. Nor is there the sug-
gestion that they should pursue 
peace and co-existence with Is-
rael.

In the 200,000 plus word re-
port, the word “coexistence” isn’t 
used once (except to cite an NGO 
named Negev Coexistence Forum 
for Civil Equality).  The word 
“peace” is only used either to ref-
erence the NGO ‘Peace Now’, or in 
contexts unrelated to the word’s 
meaning as it relates to the Israe-
li-Palestinian quest for “peace” or 
a “peace agreement”.  The term 
“two-states” isn’t used at all.

Of course, making peace with 
Israel is the only effective way to 
end the conflict and improve the 
lives of both Palestinians and Is-
raelis.  But, to acknowledge such 
an intuitive truth would require 
ceasing to infantilize Palestin-
ians, and treating them instead 
as we treat all adults – as moral 

actors whose bad decisions inevi-
tably lead to bad outcomes.

# # # #

Adam Levick serves as co-ed-
itor of CAMERA UK. He has pub-
lished reports on antisemitism at 
the Jerusalem Center for Public 
Affairs, and op-eds at publica-
tions such as The Guardian, The 
Independent, The Irish Examiner, 
The Algemeiner, JNS and The Jew-
ish Chronicle. Adam made Aliyah 
from Philadelphia in 2009.

The views and opinions ex-
pressed in this article are those of 
the author and do not necessar-
ily reflect the views of The Jewish 
Federation of Eastern CT or The 
Jewish Leader.

Adam Levick

http://www.CallTheHouseMan.com
http://www.CallTheHouseMan.com
mailto:Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com
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Hadassah News
President’s Message

by Karen Bloustine

Join us for upcoming events

GERMANY CONT. ON PG 12
Follow us on Facebook 

 

President     
   Karen Bloustine    
   860-326-6377 
   bloustinek@gmail.com 
 
Cards & Certificates   
   Kim Fischburg 
   kimfischburg@gmail.com 
   860.608.9223 

Membership & Donations 
  Vicki Seroussi 
   mothersong@gmail.com 
   860.823.1754 
   90 Estabrooks Rd. 
   Hampton, CT 06247 

I am excited to tell you about some of our upcoming programs. At 
least until late Spring, they will all be on Zoom. We welcome you to join 
us. You do not have to be a Hadassah member to attend a program. Just 
email me at bloustinek@gmail.com and I will send you the link to 
any program you would like to attend.

So, mark your calendars:
Tuesday, March 8 - 7 PM on Zoom - Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood 

is partnering with us on a program chaired by Karen Rosenberg and 
Sheila Horvitz on two groundbreaking programs at Safe Futures: Camp 
Hope for children affected by the trauma of domestic violence and the 
new Family Justice Center.

Friday, March 18 - 7 PM on Zoom - Our Annual Hadassah Shabbat 
service chaired by Roz Etra and Faye Ringel will include participation 
of congregations in Eastern Connecticut. 

Sunday, March 20 - 7 PM on Zoom -Co-sponsored with Temple 
Bnai Israel in Willimantic, this is the final program in the Jewish Writ-
ers Series - with author Barbara Krasnoff who will speak on her trans-
formation of Jewish legend and family history in her fantasy writings. 
Contact Faye Ringel for the  Zoom link: fayeringal@hotmail.com

Monday, April 18 -7 PM on Zoom - A Women’s Passover Seder - co-
sponsored with Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood.

Sunday, April 24 - 2 PM on Zoom - The Henny Simon Remem-
brance in partnership with JFEC will present the Annual Community 
Yom HaShoah program with a memorial service and panel discussion 
with German students and teachers.

Wednesday, May 18 - 7 PM on Zoom -Special Book Club presented 
by Temple-Emanu-El Sisterhood with Hadassah Book Club partner-
ship: An Evening with Victoria Riskin, author of “Fay Wray and Rob-
ert Riskin” - a Hollywood Memoir.

Stay tuned for announcements for a May event - in person - out-
doors - and for notice of our Annual Donor Gala Event in June.

As you can see, we are collaborating with other organizations in 
our community. Together we are stronger; together in community we 
learn from one another and support one another. It is a good and pow-
erful thing!

By Karen Rosenberg & Sheila Horvitz
As members of the Jewish community, we are called by the impera-

tive of Tikkun Olam - Repair the World - to care for our community 
and beyond. Domestic violence is an epidemic problem in our culture 
that affects millions of lives and can rob victims of healthy futures. We 
must care about this.  

Safe Futures, Eastern Connecti-
cut’s response to the trauma of 
domestic violence, is dedicated to 
raising HOPE for scores of victims 
of domestic violence and their fami-
lies. HOPE is believing in yourself, 
believing in others, believing in your 
dreams. With HOPE as its impera-
tive, Safe Futures is developing two 
groundbreaking programs: Camp 
Hope/Safe Futures and The Center 
for Safe Futures. 

As Co-Chairs of the Camp Hope Safe Futures Com-
mittee, and active members on committees for the 
Center for Safe Futures, we are excited to bring you 
this important program. Please join Temple Emanu-
El Sisterhood and Hadassah of Eastern Connecticut 
on March 8, 7:00 PM, on Zoom, for a presentation 
about cultivating HOPE.

Camp Hope Safe Futures, now starting its 3rd 
season, is an opportunity for children who have 
suffered the trauma of domestic violence to go to a 
sleepover camp where they can swim and play and 
enjoy being outdoors with friends, like any other 
sleepover camp but, at this camp, that is just the be-
ginning. Every day there are opportunities to work 
with professional staff who can help these special 
campers deal with their pain and help them un-
derstand there can be HOPE in their futures. Camp 
Hope also provides an opportunity for these children to meet other 
kids who understand and, in turn, help them feel like they are not 
alone. Camp is followed by a yearlong mentorship program to help re-
tain the positivity they worked on at camp. 

The Center for Safe Futures is patterned after the Family Justice 
Center concept. Family Justice Centers bring services together for 
survivors of trauma and abuse, allowing clients to access comprehen-
sive wraparound services in one location, while fostering a community 
of support for survivors that endures long after the crisis has passed. 
The Center is being built on land in Waterford.

The goal of both programs is to create pathways to hope for wom-
en, children, and men who are victims of domestic violence, sexual 

HOPE for Victims of Domestic Violence March 8
Presented by Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood & Eastern CT Hadassah

assault, child abuse, elder abuse, 
and human trafficking, to break 
the generational cycle of violence 
and abuse in families across the 
United States and around the 
world. Both programs were de-
veloped by Alliance for HOPE 
International, one of the leading 
systems and social change orga-
nizations in the country focused 
on meeting the needs of survivors 
of domestic violence and sexual 
assault and their children. Our 
guest speakers will be Christine 
Foster, Director of Crisis Counsel-
ing and Camp Hope Safe Futures 
and Marie Kenny, Family Justice 

Center Project Coordinator. 
Take this opportunity to learn 

about these life changing pro-
grams.

Join us on March 8 on Zoom. 
If you are not a member of 
Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood or 
Hadassah you can contact Bar-
bara Senges at professeur38@
me.com or Karen Bloustein at 
bloustinek@gmail.com for the 
link. 

By Corinne Weber
Editor’s Note: This article by Corinne Weber about her family’s invi-

tation from and return to Crailshem, Germany is part of this year’s April 
24 Henny Simon Remembrance - Federation Yom HaShoah program ex-
ploring the views of Germans about the Holocaust.

Introduction
The city of Crailsheim, like many towns and cities in Germany in the 

1980s, invited its former Jewish citizens to return a half century after 
being forced to leave. This article chronicles the visit I took with my 
mother to the city of her youth and young adulthood, an eye-opening, 
emotional rollercoaster experience that, 35 years later, remains a sig-
nificant life experience for me. 

Crailsheim is a city of 33,000 residents. Incorporated in 1338 in 
Bavaria, South Germany, state of Baden-Württemberg, county of 

Return to Germany 50 years later – 
A city’s gesture of conciliation

Schwäbisch Hall, and municipal-
ity of Wallhausen, it is 444 km 
from Berlin, the country’s capital, 
and 76 km from Stuttgart, its ad-
ministrative center. The Dachau 
Concentration Camp is 154 km 
southeast of the city. Fifty Jewish 
citizens died there and in other 
concentration camps. Surround-
ed by well-tended fields and 
vineyards, it is also the city from 
which my family - my mother, 
my grandparents, my aunt, and 

mailto:professeur38%40me.com?subject=HOPE
mailto:professeur38%40me.com?subject=HOPE
mailto:bloustinek%40gmail.com?subject=HOPE


8     THE JEWISH LEADER, FEBRUARY 25, 2022 

INSECTS CONT. ON PG  9

By Abigail Klein Leichman, Israel21c
Mosquitoes can be dangerous. Flies are annoying. 

Cockroaches are disgusting.
But not all insects are bad. On the contrary, many 

types of insects are essential to our existence.
And some, including the bees that pollinate our food 

crops, are in danger.
According to the Daily Climate, “every year there are 

slightly fewer butterflies, fewer bumblebees — fewer of 
almost all the myriad little beasts that make the world 
go round.”

A recent study found that insect populations on land 
are decreasing by 0.92 percent per year. That would 
mean 24% fewer insects in 30 years. Some scientists 
fear this decline could damage ecosystems beyond the 
point of recovery.

A Canadian study in 2020 found that North Ameri-
can bumblebee populations have nearly halved, and Eu-
ropean bumblebees decreased by 17%.

So what can we do to preserve beneficial insects, 
even if we are not scientists or agronomists?

We asked Tamar Keasar, a professor of insect ecol-
ogy and behavior at the Department of Biology and the 
Environment on the Oranim campus of the University 
of Haifa.

Her lab studies pollination ecol-
ogy and biological control in Israel’s 
agricultural and natural areas.

Keasar suggests eight simple ac-
tions you take in and around your 
own home. Share these tips with 
family, friends and neighbors, to 
conserve beneficial insects near our 
homes, and to enjoy their amazing 
ecological services.

Provide nesting places for bees
“We are all familiar with honey-

bees. But there are many other kinds 
of bees that help pollinate our crops 
and wildflowers. Israel has more 
than a thousand species of wild bees,” 
Keasar says.

“Unlike honeybees, most wild 
bees do not live in colonies. Instead, 
each female bee makes her own nest 
where she lays eggs. Some wild bees 
nest in the soil, and others nest with-
in dry twigs, old walls and even snail 
shells,” she explains.

“By exposing some sunny, dry ground in your back-
yard, you can create a bee-friendly nesting area. Or you 
can set up bunches of reeds or even drinking straws to 
create a ‘bee hotel’ in any outdoor area.”

Treat swarms gently
“A honeybee swarm may appear near your home or 

in your garden. This happens when large groups of bees 
leave the hive where they grew up, and search for a new 
place to settle. Don’t panic! While you probably don’t 
want the bees to remain next to your home, many bee-

8 simple ways you can help  
beneficial insects survive

keepers would love to 
have them,” says Keasar.

Contact your local 
beekeepers’ association 
or bee rescue volun-
teers, who know how to 
capture and remove the 
swarm carefully.

Grow plants for bees
“Bees get their entire 

nutrition from flowers. 
In hot and dry countries 
such as Israel, flowering 
plants are rare in the 
summer and fall, so bees 
may go hungry. But you 
can help,” says Keasar.

“By growing sum-
mer- and autumn-flow-
ering plants, you can 
tide bees over these 
difficult seasons. Local 
plants with nectar- and pollen-rich flowers are best. If you 
live in Israel, consider planting a carob or a tamarisk tree.”

Grow a variety of plants for parasitoid wasps
Parasitoid wasps are tiny insects — most are smaller 

than 1/16th of an inch, or 2 millimeters – and they do not 
sting humans.

“Despite being very diverse and abundant, we often 
don’t notice parasitoids because of their small size,” says 
Keasar.

“Yet parasitoids are important beneficial insects be-
cause they help control pests that infest our food crops 

and gardens. The young stages of parasitoids wasps 
feed on other insects, such as aphids or moths — many 
of which are crop pests,” she says.

“The adults, on the other hand, often eat flower nec-
tar and this improves their survival and reproduction. 
Unlike bees, parasitoids usually feed from small shal-
low flowers that they can access with their tiny mouth-
parts. They will thrive on a small bed of flowering buck-
wheat or coriander in your backyard or balcony.”

Diversify your garden
“Humans need a varied diet to obtain all the nutri-

ents they need, and so do beneficial insects. For exam-
ple, bees need to feed on pollen from different plants to 
achieve the correct balance between different types of 
fatty acids,” Keasar explains.

While many modern farms have huge fields domi-
nated by a single crop, you can provide a healthier bal-
anced diet for bees and parasitoids by growing mix-
tures of different flowers in your garden or on your 
balcony.

Monitor before you spray
We often use pesticides to control nuisance in-

sects such as cockroaches, mosquitoes or ants in our 
homes and gardens. Sometimes, we use insecticides as 
a prevention strategy before we even see these pests 
at home.

Keasar advises not to do this.
“Insecticides carry health hazards for humans and 

pets; they are expensive; and they harm beneficial in-
sects. ‘Good bugs’ may suffer from insecticides through 
lower survival, reduced fertility, or impairment of 
flight, learning and navigation,” she explains.

“To reduce these hazards, look out for the household 
pests, and spray to control them only after they’ve actu-
ally infested your home.”

Photo by Dennis Klicker on Unsplash

A bee house made of hollowed twigs. Photo by Markus Winkler on Unsplash
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Insects continued from page 8
 Use selective insecticides

When you do spray, choose a bug killer targeted to 
the specific insect you’re trying to get rid of, rather than 
a broad-range product.

“Using such selective insecticides against household 

Give parasitoid wasps a boost with a varied garden. Photo by Mark 
Neal from Pexels

Photo of a monarch butterfly by John Barnard from Pexels

pests carries lower risk for bees, parasit-
oids and other beneficial insects. Look for, 
and avoid, insecticides labeled as highly 
toxic to bees, wildlife and aquatic inverte-
brates.”

If you like butter-
flies…

In the United 
States, the iconic 
black-and-orange 
monarch butterfly is 
declining in numbers 
to the point where it 
may be declared an 
endangered species.

But Keasar ex-
plains that butter-
flies generally aren’t 
considered benefi-
cial because their larvae are serious 
agricultural crop pests. And the 
adults are only marginally impor-
tant as pollinators.

However, if you are interested 
in conserving butterflies for their 

beauty, the steps you take can have the side effect of 
preserving other insects that may be more beneficial or 
more threatened, but less pretty and charismatic.

The US Fish & Wildlife Service suggests planning a 
“pollinator garden” with plants that bloom in different 
seasons and can be placed in fully or partially sunny ar-
eas. Native milkweed is a particular favorite of monarch 
butterflies.

By Ron Kampeas, JTA
The Jewish Federations of North America 

(JFNA) has removed advocacy for gun control, 
voting rights and LGBTQ protections from a key 
priorities document, but a top official says the 
change does not diminish the organization’s 
commitment to the issues.

In comparison to recent years, the 2022 
“Jewish Federations Public Priorities” docu-
ment, sent on Monday to constituent Jewish fed-
erations, is substantially revised. While the 2021 
and 2022 documents are the same length, about 
500 words, the more recent version is written in 
more sweeping language and avoids mention of 
specific equity issues and legislation.

Whereas the 2021 document included “Pro-
moting reasonable gun violence prevention 
measures as a means of safeguarding the Jewish 
community from violence and combating anti-
semitism,” the 2022 document does not mention guns 
at all.

Language about LGBTQ protections, part of the an-
nual document for years, and voting rights, which ap-
peared only in the 2021 version, are also notably absent 
in the 2022 document.

The new document instead says the umbrella group 
is focused on “Combatting all forms of hate, discrimi-
nation, racism, and extremism, including by support-
ing legislation and resources to address hate crimes, 
policies that ensure justice and equity, and resources to 
combat abuse and harassment.”

A top JFNA official said the move was not about pol-
icy changes but about making priorities more clear to 

JFNA removes gun control and LGBTQ advocacy from policy priority list

constituent federations and Jewish Community Relations 
Councils, allowing them to be more “nimble” as they lobby 
lawmakers. The JFNA and local federations employ lob-
byists to advocate for legislation on the state and federal 
levels.

“We are focusing on the same important bipartisan val-
ues that Jewish communities have long held dear, while 
approaching our advocacy in a way that allows us to be 
a more nimble political force as we lead and work across 
coalitions,” said Elana Broitman, a senior vice president 
for public affairs at JFNA.

The change comes as the JFNA has faced accusations 
recently that it is seeking to avoid controversy and iden-
tification with causes that political conservatives have 
objected to — such as the Black Lives Matter movement.

The order in which the priorities appear has 
also changed annually in recent years. In 2018, 
the lead focus was on protecting Medicare, at a 
time when then-President Donald Trump and the 
congressional Republican leadership were plan-
ning substantive changes in healthcare policy; in 
2019, the focus was similarly on older Americans. 
In 2020 and 2021, the lead focus was on Jewish 
security, in the wake of intensifying antisemitic 
violence.

This year, the top-listed priority is “Jewish com-
munal security and support for Israel.” A JFNA offi-
cial who asked to remain anonymous said that was 
a function of an intensification of anti-Israel criti-
cism and activity in the wake of last May’s Israel-
Gaza conflict, in addition to the continued security 
threat facing Jewish institutions. This official cited 
the hostage-taking in Colleyville, Texas last month.

The new omissions would not hinder advocacy 
for gun control, the official said, noting that “Guns would 
naturally fall under security,” which is the top category 
in the 2022 document.

The official also noted advocacy last year for legisla-
tion that would address gun violence and mental health 
and said that emphasis would not change.

JFNA officials noted the recent launch of JEDI, a pro-
gram for “Jewish equity, diversity and inclusion,” that is 
preparing a curriculum for Jewish professionals on race, 
LGBTQ and other inclusion issues.

A woman holds a sign as people link arms at a gun reform rally at the 
Colorado State Capitol in Denver, March 28, 2021. (Michael Ciaglo/
Getty Images)



10     THE JEWISH LEADER, FEBRUARY 25, 2022 

You Are NOT Alone
an online session
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REGISTER HERE
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Aviv Tessler
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860-889-2374
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Memorial

By Abigail Klein Leichman, Israel21c
Over time, the number of SARS-CoV-2 antibodies falls in both previ-

ously infected and vaccinated people, but the performance of antibod-
ies improves only after previous infection and not vaccination.

This groundbreaking research, led by Dr. Carmit Cohen of Israel’s 
Sheba Medical Center, will be presented at the European Congress of 
Clinical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases in April.

Cohen’s finding may explain why previously infected patients ap-
pear to be better protected against a new Covid infection than those 
who have only been vaccinated.

She and her colleagues analyzed antibody-induced immune re-
sponse in 130 recovered individuals for up to a year and compared 
it to 402 matched individuals who were double-vaccinated with the 
Pfizer vaccine but never had Covid-19.

The researchers found that the numbers of antibodies a month 
after vaccination were higher than those in the Covid-19 recovered 
patients. However, these numbers declined more steeply in the vac-
cinated group.

While the avidity (antibody performance quality) index was higher 
in vaccinated individuals than in recovered patients initially, avidity 
did not significantly change over time in vaccinated individuals but in-
creased gradually in recovered patients.

This could explain why double-vaccinated individuals who never 
contracted Covid-19 are more likely to experience infection after six 
months.

The study also found that, contrary to expectations, antibodies 
of recovered patients with a body mass index of 30 or higher (in the 
obese range) were higher at all time points when compared with those 
with a BMI under 30 (overweight to normal weight range). The obese 
people who had been previously infected were therefore better pro-
tected against future infection.

Of all recovered patients, 42 (36%) experienced long Covid in-

Antibodies perform best after Covid infection, not vaccine
cluding mental health (5%), 
neurological (9%), cardiovascu-
lar (5%) and respiratory (31%) 
symptoms.

The authors conclude: “While 
the number of antibodies de-
crease with time in both Covid-19 
recovered patients and vaccinat-
ed individuals, the quality of an-
tibodies increases following in-
fection but not after vaccination. 
These results provide specific 
characteristics of the immune re-
sponse that may explain the dif-
ferential protection against Co-
vid-19 in previously infected and 
vaccinated individuals.”

Photo of coronavirus via Pixabay
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POWER CONT. ON PG 13

LIPSTADT CONT. FROM PG 1

By Shira Silkoff, Jerusalem Post
Many symptoms of post-COVID syndrome could be caused by last-

ing damage sustained to one of the most important nerves in the hu-
man body during initial infection with coronavirus, new research has 
suggested.

What is the vagus nerve?
The vagus nerve is the 10th cranial nerve and is the longest and 

most complex of all of them. It runs from the brain throughout the 
entirety of the face and chest, reaching the abdomen. The vagus nerve 
serves as the main connection between the brain and the gastroin-
testinal tract, sending back information about the state of the inner 
organs.

As well as being crucial to the gastrointestinal system, as it controls 
the transfer of food from the mouth to the stomach and moves food 
through the intestines, the vagus nerve is also responsible for multiple 
other processes, such as controlling the heart rate, sweat production 
and the gag reflex, as well as certain muscle movements in the mouth, 
including those necessary for speech.

New research set to be presented at this year’s European Congress 
of Clinical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases (ECCMID) investi-
gates the connection between post-COVID syndrome, also known as 
long COVID, and the vagus nerve.

The pilot study was authored by Dr. Gemma Lladós and Dr. Lourdes 
Mateu of the Germans Trias i Pujol University Hospital in Badalona, 
Spain. Its findings will be presented at the congress in Lisbon from 
April 23-26.

Common symptoms of long COVID
The study suggests that SARS-CoV-2-mediated vagus nerve dys-

function (VND) could be responsible for many of the symptoms of long 
COVID, including persistent voice problems, difficulty swallowing, diz-
ziness, abnormally high heart rate (tachycardia), low blood pressure 
and digestive issues.

Long COVID is a condition characterized by persistent and continu-
ous health issues caused by COVID-19 after the patient has recovered 
from the initial infections. It can affect nearly every organ in the body, 
as well as cause a range of mental-health and nervous-system dis-
orders. Some of the most common symptoms of long COVID include 
fatigue, headaches, shortness of breath, loss of smell and taste and 
muscle weakness.

To further understand the phenomenon, the researchers used im-
aging and functional tests, as well as a morphological and functional 
evaluation of the vagus nerve, in an assessment of patients with long 
COVID who had one or more signs of VND.

Out of the 348 patients taking part in the study, two-thirds (228) 
had at least one symptom of VND among their long COVID symptoms. 
After the initial assessments were completed, further evaluations were 
conducted on a test group of 22 patients, who all had VND symptoms.

Of the 22 subjects analyzed, 20 were women with a median age of 
44. The symptoms had been present in the participants for an average 
of 14 months.

The most frequent VND symptoms presented were diarrhea (73% 
of subjects), tachycardia (59%) and dizziness, difficulty swallowing 
and voice problems (45% each). An additional 14% of patients suf-
fered from low blood pressure.

Overall, 86% of the patients assessed had at least three different 
VND-related symptoms.

Furthermore, in six of the 22 patients, there were visible changes 
in the vagus nerve in the neck, which could be seen in ultrasounds, 
including thickening and the indication of mild inflammatory reactive 
changes.

Ten of the patients in the study showed abnormal breathing pat-

New research points to possible reason for long COVID
terns and reduced 
maximum inspira-
tion pressures, in-
dicating weakness 
in the breathing 
muscles, which are 
also connected with 
the vagus nerve.

Multiple pa-
tients also showed 
changes in digestive 
function, with 13 of 
18 assessed (72%) 
also having a posi-
tive screening for 
oropharyngeal dys-
phagia, or trouble 
swallowing, which 
can affect the diges-
tive process. Eight 
patients showed 
signs of reduced or 
impaired ability to deliver food to 
the stomach via the esophagus, 
with others suffering from acid 
reflux.

One step closer to treatment 
As the exact cause of long COV-

ID and the reason why symptoms 
present in such a varied way from 
patient to patient is not currently 

Shaare Zedek hospital team members wearing safety gear as they work in the 
Coronavirus ward of Shaare Zedek hospital in Jerusalem on January 20, 2022. 
(credit: OLIVIER FITOUSSI/FLASH90)

known, the study’s findings could significantly impact and change the 
understanding and treatment of the condition going forward.

“In this pilot evaluation, most long COVID subjects with vagus nerve 
dysfunction symptoms had a range of significant, clinically relevant, 
structural and/or functional alterations in their vagus nerve, includ-
ing nerve thickening, trouble swallowing, and symptoms of impaired 
breathing,” the study’s authors wrote. “Our findings so far thus point 
at vagus nerve dysfunction as a central pathophysiological feature of 
long COVID.

By Abigail Klein 
Leichman, 
 Israel21c

Emily, an im-
migrant from Los 
Angeles, and Yo-
seph, who grew up 
in Nazareth, met 
through their in-
volvement in pro-
Israel activism.

They got en-
gaged during the 
Gaza-Israel conflict 
in May 2021, live 
on camera at the 

Gaza border, as Yoseph was on assignment as a correspondent for i24 
News in Arabic.

Their social-media post about the proposal was shared more than 
25,000 times and got more than 120,000 likes and 30,000 comments.

Planning to wed in September, Emily and Yoseph split their time 
between Nazareth and Jaffa. Emily, formerly digital director for Stand-
WithUs, founded political marketing consultancy Social Lite Creative. 
She also helps Yoseph with his organization Together Vouch for Each 
Other, which works to bridge gaps between Arabs and Jews in Israeli 
society.

Israeli power couple Emily Schrader  
& Yoseph Haddad

In early February the two 
30-somethings launched their 
own show, “Headlines with the 
Haddads,” on YouTube and Ins-
tagram.

“The idea is to explain to 
Western audiences what’s going 
on with pro-Israel and antisemi-
tism issues and also what’s going 
on in Israeli society,” says Emily.

“We want to educate and re-
fute lies and put a light on what 
is really going on,” adds Yoseph, a 
veteran of the IDF. “It’s something 
we are doing from the heart.”

Best aspects of working to-
gether

“It’s advantageous to work 
together because we think the 
same way and we complement 
each other professionally,” Emily 
says.

“We’re interested in the same 
things and passionate about the 

Emily Schrader and Yoseph Haddad began a 
nonprofit venture during their engagement. 
Photo courtesy of Emily Schrader
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HOSTAGE CONT. FROM PG 1

GERMANY CONT. FROM PG 7

uncles fled for their lives. 
My grandmother, Ricka Landauer, saw that they had 

to leave Germany. My grandfather disagreed: his family 
had been in the region for hundreds of years; his broth-
ers held the Iron Cross for bravery in World War I and he 
was a well-respected citizen, owner of the tannery and 
employer of many young men of the town. But then he 
was arrested and sent to Dachau, but by some circumstance which we 
never learned about, he was released. My grandmother persevered, 

sending her three children to America — my Aunt Senta in 1936, my 
mother Beatrice in 1937, and my Uncle Hans, then just 18, in 1938. 
They knew my grandfather had been arrested. The code my grand-
mother used in a cable to them was “Papa is on a business trip.” She 
and my grandfather left as soon as he returned home, but spent almost 
a year in Rotterdam, the Netherlands, waiting for a ship to take them 
to the U.S. It was almost impossible, the ocean was mined, and each 
day was more perilous as Hitler’s power grew. They left in 1939, to be 
reunited with their children in New York.

My grandmother’s strength and stubbornness saved her immedi-
ate family but could not save everyone. She pleaded with her sister 
and brother-in-law to send their son, an only child of a late marriage, 
to America or to put him on a Kindertransport to save his life. They 
refused. My grandparents petitioned the Embassy of Portugal to aid 
her family. They were denied. All three were killed in Riga, most likely 
at the Kaiserwald Concentration Camp.

The invitation
Thus, when in early 1987 the letter from Karl Reu, the mayor of 

Crailsheim, arrived inviting my mother, aunts, and uncles to visit as 

guests of the city for a week in 
May, there was much ambiva-

lence and discussion. The invita-
tion to the Jews of the city who 
had been forced to leave based 
solely on their religion and eth-
nicity was a gesture asking for 
forgiveness and understanding 
and for forging new bonds with 
the citizens of Crailsheim. Could 
they go back? Could they forget? 
My two aunts and uncles said they 
would go. Senta’s husband Bill 
Stein had lost his father and sis-
ter in the camps. His sister Minna 
refused to leave her father when 
her two brothers left. My mother 
remained ambivalent, largely 
respecting my father’s memory. 
He had passed away in 1981 and 
was a survivor from Vienna, Aus-
tria, facing daily discrimination, 

imprisoned, and beaten in 
the police barracks after 
Kristallnacht, then fortunate 
to have a tiny window of op-
portunity in which to leave 
the country. With a viable 
passport and a visa from a 
cousin in London, he, and his 
older brother, both bruised 
and traumatized, escaped to 
England. The brother stayed 
there but my father, spon-
sored by an uncle in Phila-
delphia, came to America, 
landing in Hoboken, New 
Jersey in December, 1938. 
But his experience never 
left him, and I was brought 
up never knowing what he 
went through, which is com-
mon among first-generation 

children like me. I could never buy and wear a German-made loden 
coat and no one in my family would even think of buying a Volkswa-
gen. But despite this, I convinced my mother to go. For one thing, she 
had diabetic retinopathy and walked with a cane and could not have 
navigated new places without help. I also made the case that this was 
my heritage and that this visit would show me firsthand the places my 
family talked of, usually with great pleasure and good memories. Still 
hesitating, she gave in, we returned the letter accepting the offer, and 
on May 14, my mother and I, Aunt Senta and Uncle Bill and Uncle Hans 
and his wife Ruth left from JFK Airport for Crailsheim, Germany.

We, the 28 former Jewish citizens and their companions, were met 
at the Frankfort airport by a delegation of Crailsheimers com-
posed of our guides for the next week and townspeople who 
had helped organize the event, which entailed two years of 
meetings, planning, and fundraising. Many of the guides had 
taken time off from their regular jobs or had taken vacation 
time to be with us. Many seemed to be in helping professions 
— nurses and teachers — and some had not only traveled to 
Israel but had lived on Kibbutzim. We were met with greet-
ings of “Shalom” as we boarded buses for the 2½-hour drive 
to Crailsheim.

Crailsheim had a population of 5,000 when my mother left 
in 1937. Now, with 33,000 residents, it was hardly recogniz-
able to my mother and her siblings. The streets were paved, 
and the bustling commercial street was lined with supermar-
kets, department stores, book stores, many coffee shops and 
bakeries, and a music store featuring the latest in punk and 
rock music. It was no longer a sleepy town. 

Over 75 percent of the town had been destroyed during 
World War II and the important buildings like the town hall, 
the medieval tower, and major churches were rebuilt to their 

original specifications after the war. My family’s house, the Landauer 
home on Kronprinzstrasse, we were told, was one of the first to be 
bombed because of its proximity to the rail station, the Bahnhof.

The Conclusion of the Weber journey will appear in the March 
11, 2022 Jewish Leader.

The red marker in the center of the above map is Crailsheim, Germany.

My grandfather Nathan and grandmother Ricka Landauer and their son, 
my Uncle Hans - taken in 1938 before Hans left for the U.S.

My grandmother Ricka's sister Ida and her husband Hermann 
Frank and their son in 1936. All three perished in Riga Concentra-
tion Camp.
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Jewish Leader Ad B

of Ukraine” might necessitate a military intervention and Jewish lead-
ers in turn accusing the Kremlin of staging antisemitic incidents for 
propaganda purposes.

More recently, top Russian officials have accused Ukraine of carry-
ing out a “genocide” in two breakaway separatist enclaves in the east 
of the country.

But while Stambler doesn’t believe that a full-scale invasion, and 
its concomitant refugee crisis, are likely, he said that his organization 
is also preparing to distribute emergency food kits to 20,000 Jewish 
families across the country.

Evacuation plans
“I don’t know exactly what will happen but we believe in God and 

we pray. I don’t believe something will happen but we have to make 
sure we take care of the Jews who decided to stay here,” he said.

Stambler was one of several Ukrainian Jewish leaders who have 
said that they are preparing emergency plans to evacuate and house 
large numbers of refugees should the conflict escalate into all-out war.

Speaking with Haaretz on Tuesday, Chief Rabbi Yaakov Bleich said 
that while Ukraine is much better armed and prepared than when the 
conflict with Russian broke out in 2014, a serious escalation could see 
a new wave of refugees fleeing the fighting.

“In the Jewish community we have contingency plans to accept ref-
ugees in the west if people need to leave. Our community is preparing 
a large complex in Zhytomyr, 100 kilometers west of Kyiv, for people 
who may want to evacuate voluntarily and in case we have refugees 
from the east,” he said. “We didn’t have that in 2014, we weren’t ready 
for it.”

Moscow has amassed a reported 150,000 troops on the Ukrainian 
border, and while Russian officials claim there is no intention to in-
vade, Western leaders believe otherwise.

On Monday evening, Russian President Vladimir Putin officially rec-
ognized the Donetsk and Luhansk Peoples Republics, Russian proxies 
that broke away from Ukrainian rule eight years ago. Russian “peace-
keepers” immediately began moving into the occupied territories.

An invasion would mark the largest escalation since Russian forces 
annexed the Crimean Peninsula and orchestrated an insurgency in the 
eastern Donbas region – which has claimed more than 14,000 lives to 
date. A massive wave of Ukrainian immigration followed, with 30,000 

EASTERN CONT. FROM PG 1
Ukrainian Jews moving to Israel 
between 2014 and 2018.

“We’re not publicizing every-
thing now for security reasons 
but there are communities busy 
day and night worrying about 
contingency plans,” said Bleich.

While Israeli communal lead-
ers have said that local Jews were 
determined to stay, a sense of in-
security and uncertainty has be-
gun to spread in recent days.

Ilya, a Jewish businessman 
from Kyiv who asked that his last 
name be withheld for security 
reasons, said that people have 
been growing nervous in recent 
days.

Russian Jews say ‘sorry about 
this’

He was one of thousands of 
Jews living in Kyiv who received 
a prerecorded voice message 
from local Rabbi Moshe Azman 
last week, inviting them to take 
shelter at Anatevka, a refugee 
center he built outside of the city 
to house war refugees in 2016, 
should they need to flee the capi-
tal.

Rabbis from all denomina-
tions have taken the lead in not 
only calming the growing fear in 
the community but in “gathering 
needed things such as medica-
tion, warm clothes and every-
thing that might be needed in the 
case of the war,” Ilya said.

“I’ve received dozens of mes-
sages from Russia Jewish friends 
in Moscow saying, ‘sorry about 
this, we don’t want a war, we 
didn’t vote for Putin.’”

Speaking by telephone from 
rebel-controlled Luhansk, Anna 
said that “the most terrifying part 
is uncertainty, not knowing what 
comes next.”

There is great “fear of the un-
known and of the bombing. I was 
here in 2014. We didn’t have gas, 
water, or communications for 
more than two months. I hope it 
won’t be as long this time around, 
but it still causes great anxiety.”

“At the moment I can’t say that 
people are leaving” but “some 
people are slowly packing to be 
ready to evacuate,” she said. “But 
one-two strikes, and they will 
leave straight away. Especially 
those who lived through 2014. 
For now we are sitting, observ-
ing and waiting for what comes 
next.”

Several families from eastern 
Ukraine have already fled to Rus-
sia and are being assisted by local 
communities, said Boruch Gorin 
of the Federation of Jewish Com-
munities of Russia.

In a statement, the federation said that it has “organized humani-
tarian actions to provide assistance to all needy refugees of Donbas, 
regardless of nationality and religion.”

“In general the Jews and communities in the Former Soviet Union 
are still very close to each other and help each other,” explained Rus-
sian Chief Rabbi Berel Lazar. “So wherever and whenever a Jew will 
turn to us for help we will do our best to support him.”

same things, but Yoseph brings ideas and perspectives as a minority in 
Israel, and I bring ideas and perspectives as an American immigrant. 
We are really good professionally together in all the content we create, 
in Together Vouch for Each Other and even in my business because 
he’s a great sounding board.”

Challenging aspects of working together
“The work is always on. Social media is 24/7 and it’s hard to turn it 

off,” says Emily. “We were on vacation in May but we cut it short when 
the rockets started coming. We both had a ton of stuff to do and we 
were completely on our phones.”

“We’re not good at disconnecting from work,” adds Yoseph. “If this 
relationship weren’t so strong, we would just collapse. Even though 
we enjoy each other in a professional way, we are aware that some-
times we have to put work aside and enjoy ourselves as a couple.”

Tips
Emily: “It’s really important to be able to talk about professional 

differences calmly and with a different mindset than when talking 
about personal differences. You have to be patient in figuring out what 
works and what doesn’t in terms of communication about professional 
issues.”

Emily has also learned that giving or accepting criticism can be 
harder with a loved one. “When you work together with a significant 
other, you need to know that criticism will come at some point, and 
you’ve got to know how to navigate that.”

Yoseph: “If someone decides to go from being a romantic couple 
to also being a professional couple, they need to understand a time 
comes when you must stop and enjoy yourselves as a couple. If you 
don’t know how to do that, don’t even think of going into a joint ven-
ture. You will definitely fail, and it might even cost your relationship. If 
you can do that, then go for it.”

POWER CONT. FROM PG 11

if you are interested in becoming a host family to either Uma Frucht-
man-Roth or Omer Zohar. 

Uma is kind-hearted, cheerful and has an energetic personality. She 
exhibits a positive spirit, flexibility, and a supportive leadership style.

Omer is sensitive, mature, and charismatic. He knows how to main-
tain a good balance between leading and collaborating, showing he is 
a true team player. 

Please contact Marcia Reinhard at 860-235-4719 or mreinhard@
jfec.com if you are interested in hosting either Uma or Omer.

Marcia told the Leader that the Federation is working on some new 
programs both in person and hybrid. She concluded by urging every-
one to continue their generosity so the Federation can remain a vi-
brant and integral part of the community it serves.  

REINHARD CONT. FROM PG 1

http://mreinhard@jfec.com
http://mreinhard@jfec.com
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By Shira Hanau, JTA
Ivan Reitman, a Hollywood director, and producer who 

was born in Czechoslovakia and went on to helm “Ghost-
busters” and other beloved American blockbuster com-
edies, died Saturday, February 12, 2022, at 75. Reitman 
died in his sleep at his home in Montecito, California, ac-
cording to the Associated Press.

Reitman’s first major commercial success came in 1978 
when he produced “National Lampoon’s Animal House,” 
but his most famous work was “Ghostbusters,” the para-

normal comedy he directed, and which was released to widespread 
acclaim in 1984. In a career spanning some 50 years, Reitman worked 
with some of the most beloved comedic actors of his generation, in-
cluding Dan Aykroyd, Robin Williams, Danny DeVito, Billy Crystal, and 
Bill Murray, and 
set the stage for 
the landscape 
of movie com-
edies to follow.

“There are 
three genera-
tions,” Harold 
Ramis, one of 
the original 
stars of “Ghost-
busters,” told 
the Forward in 
2007, speaking 
about the world 
of comedy to 
which Reitman 
belonged. “That 
makes me the 
g r a n d f a t h e r 
and Judd [Apa-
tow] the dad. 
[Michael] Cera, [Seth] Rogen and [Jonah] Hill are the current genera-
tion. Ivan is a part of the grandfather generation.”

Born in 1946 in to Jewish parents who survived the Holocaust 
— his mother having survived Auschwitz, his father having escaped 
a concentration camp and later fought as a member of the Slovakian 
resistance — in Komárno, Czechoslovakia, Reitman was four years old 
when the family left the country. The family made their escape after 
the communist Czech government began threatening Reitman’s father, 
a factory owner. The family escaped hidden in a coal barge that made 
its way from Komarno to Vienna on the Danube, and eventually made 
their way to Toronto in 1950.

“I remember flashes of scenes. Later they told me about how they 
gave me a couple of sleeping pills so I wouldn’t make any noise. I was 
so knocked out that I slept with my eyes open. My parents were afraid 
I was dead,” Reitman told the Associated Press in 1979.

In Toronto, Reitman displayed an interest in performance from an 
early age and studied music and drama at McMaster University. His 
first film, a low-budget film called “Cannibal Girls,” was released in 
1973. His big break came in 1978 with “National Lampoon’s Animal 
House,” which he produced, followed by the summer-camp comedy 
“Meatballs” in 1979 starring Bill Murray, for which he had moved over 
to the director’s chair.

“Ghostbusters” in 1984 was where Reitman left his biggest cul-
tural footprint: a unique fusion of smart-aleck comedy and big-budget 
paranormal special effects that connected with audiences around the 
globe. It spawned a franchise of films, TV shows and video games that 
remains popular to this day.

His other big hits included “Stripes,” a 1981 military comedy soon 
to be rebooted as a TV series; “Dave,” a 1993 political fable starring 

Ivan Reitman  
dies at 75

‘Ghostbusters’ director and  
son of Auschwitz survivor

Kevin Kline as an ordinary guy 
who is a doppelgänger for the 
U.S. president; and the 2011 rom-
com “No Strings Attached,” star-
ring Natalie Portman and Ashton 
Kutcher.

“I love to tell good stories and 
make people laugh,” Reitman told 
the Forward in 2007. “I seem to 
do it okay.”

Reitman married Genevieve 
Robert, who converted to Juda-
ism, in 1976, and the couple had 
three children. Their son Jason 
Reitman followed his father into 
directing. Father and son worked 
together on some films, including 
the 2009 Oscar-nominated film 
“Up in the Air,” which was writ-
ten and directed by Jason Reit-
man and produced by Ivan Reit-

man. Last fall, the two teamed 
up again for the latest “Ghost-
busters” installment, with Jason 
directing and Ivan producing 
“Ghostbusters: Afterlife,” a film 
that functioned as a tribute to the 
father’s beloved original.

At the time of his death, Reit-
man was in pre-production on a 
number of other films, including 
“Triplets,” a sequel to his 1988 
comedy “Twins” about geneti-
cally engineered twins played by 
DeVito and Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger.

Reitman was proud of his 
son’s accomplishments and 
tended to tear up when talking 
about them. He had even encour-
aged his son to drop out of medi-
cal school in favor of a career in 
Hollywood, a move that evidently 
paid off.

“I said: ‘But Dad, I’ll either 
succeed in your shadow or fail in 
a spotlight,” Jason Reitman told 
the Guardian in a joint interview 
with his father in Nov. 2021. “And 
he said: ‘Being scared is not a rea-
son not to do something.’”

Ivan Reitman attends the "Ghostbusters: Afterlife" world premiere, Nov. 15, 2021 in 
New York City. (Theo Wargo/Getty Images for Sony Pictures)

By Shira Hanau, JTA 
When it came to babka, actress Kathryn Kates, who died January 

22, 2022, at 73, preferred chocolate, according to The New York Times.
But when Jerry and Elaine finally got to her bakery counter on 

“Seinfeld,” the only babka Kates had to offer was cinnamon. And that 
was a problem.

“There’s chocolate and there’s cinnamon,” Kates says in the famous 
episode, “The Dinner Party,” to a disappointed Elaine after selling the 
last chocolate babka to the previous customer. Elaine calls cinnamon 
the “lesser babka,” to which Jerry replies with an impassioned retort.

“Cinnamon takes a backseat to no babka!” Jerry declares as Kates 
looks on, framed by shelves of fluffy challah.

The babka bit wouldn’t be Kates’ last appearance as the gatekeeper 
of Jewish New York culinary classics on the sitcom.

She made another appearance in a 1996 episode as the bakery 
clerk who sells the last loaf of marble rye bread to an older woman 
ahead of Jerry in line. After Kates confirms they are out of marble rye, 
Jerry desperately offers to pay the older customer $50 for the $6 loaf. 
When she refuses his offer, he steals the loaf and runs off.

Kates, who died of lung cancer, also appeared in “Law and Order,” 
“Orange Is the New Black” and “The Many Saints of Newark,” the “So-
pranos” prequel movie.

Kates, who lived in Manhattan, was born in Queens and grew up in 
Great Neck, N.Y. She studied acting at New York University, and went 
on to co-found and run The Colony Theater in Burbank, Calif.

Her mother, Sylvia Kates, was also an actor who played a classic 
New Yorker role in a scene opposite Gene Wilder and Zero Mostel in 
Mel Brooks’ 1967 film “The Producers.” The elder Kates plays an older 
woman who guards the first floor of a Greenwich Village brownstone. 
“I’m the concierge!” she says more than once in a thick New York ac-
cent.

Kathryn Kates dies at 73
Actress played the babka purveyor on ‘Seinfeld’

Kathryn Kates was known for her role as the bakery clerk who per-
petually disappointed Jerry Seinfeld. She died in January 2022. 
(Screenshot from YouTube)
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Judaism connects Passover with Spring, as follows: “Observe the 
month of Abib and offer a Passover sacrifice to the Lord your God, for 
it was in the month of Abib, at night, that the Lord your God freed you 
from Egypt” (Deut. 16.1). Because the word “Abib” is used in scripture 
to describe the ripening of the barley crop (see Exodus 9.31, which 
speaks of the hail plague as destroying the barley 
crop because the barley was “Abib”—“in the ear”), 
and because barley ripens in the Spring, it is clear 
that Passover is to be observed in the Spring (no 
surprise to modern Hebrew speakers, as “Aviv” 
means “Spring” in Hebrew). Just how to ensure 
that Passover is in the Spring is mentioned in the 
Talmud, which speaks about tinkering with the 
month of Adar with this end in mind (see Tractate 
Sanhedrin 13.b). In practice Adars are doubled, 
and so Jewish leap years have 13 months, the last 
two being Adar I and Adar II. 

There are about 354 and a third days in a lunar 
year and about 365 and a quarter days in a solar 
year. As is well known, every four years we add one 
extra day at the end of February and in that way we 
maintain solar calendrical order. What is the tim-
ing concerning Jewish leap years, given the wish to 
have Passover in the Spring?

[It should be noted that Islam, which also fol-
lows a lunar calendar, does not have leap years, 
and so the holy month of Ramadan cycles through 
the year, falling out approximately a week and a 
half earlier from one solar year to the next. I have 
been assured by a number of religious Moslem ac-
quaintances that their moods do not swing widely 
between summer-month Ramadans and winter-
month Ramadans, even though the former require much longer fast-
ing than the latter; from my non-Moslem perspective, I find this truly 
remarkable.] 

A key calculation is to note that each solar year contains approxi-
mately 12.37 lunar months. If you do the math, the first time that fig-
ure becomes (almost) a whole number (235) is when you multiply it 
by 19; i.e., 19 solar years = 235 lunar months. Now if I can trouble you 

for just one more calculation, you 
will note that 19 multiplied by 12 
(the number of months in a regu-
lar year) yields just 228 months. 
It thus developed that the Jewish 

calendar is designed on a 19-year cycle with 
7 lunar leap months (to have the lunar calen-
dar add up to 235 months—whoops, I snuck 
in one more calculation but then again it was 
just simple addition), and this will keep the 

solar and lunar calen-
dars from drifting too 
far apart. The practice 
evolved in Judaism for 
the leap years to occur 
in the 3rd, 6th, 8th, 11th, 14th, 17th, and 19th 
years of the cycle. We are currently in the 6th 
year of a cycle; hence this Jewish year of 5782 is 
a leap year.

While only a minority of Israelis would be able 
to tell you when the leap month of Adar II begins 
(this year, on March 4), a leap year very much 
affects Israeli society, as it causes a month-long 
delay of the Purim holiday (which is celebrated 
in Adar II) and likewise of the 3-week Spring holi-
day period: Passover, followed the next week by 
Holocaust Remembrance Day, followed the next 
week by Israeli Memorial and Independence 
Days. Israelis are thus always wondering about 
when their holidays will fall out in a given year, 
eyeing with envy Americans and their holidays, 
such as the Fourth of July. 

During leap years, the traditional liturgy in-
serts a phrase into the “Additional” New Moon 
Service that speaks about the year as one of 
atonement for sin, and so my friends, here’s wish-
ing you all a clean slate as we head into Adar II.
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By Shira Hanau, JTA 
Roblox, a collaborative computer gaming platform 

for children as young as 7, has faced serious criticism 
over the years for failing to properly moderate its con-
tent — with antisemitism and racism rife, according to 
multiple reports.

Now the platform says it has removed a virtual Nazi 
concentration camp featuring gas chambers that users 
could operate.

In a report published Saturday, the Daily Mail re-
vealed the existence of the concentration camp game, 
which included tall watchtowers, gas chambers, and 
train tracks apparently representing the cattle cars 
that brought Jews to Nazi death camps to be murdered.

The game featured gas chambers which users could 
operate by pressing a button with the word “execute” 
or enter to experience death of their avatar, or the computer figure 
representing the player, by gassing.

Roblox released a statement to the Daily Mail in which it said it had 
removed the concentration camp game and condemned extremism 
and antisemitism.

“We have zero tolerance for content or behaviours that promote or 
glorify extremism, including antisemitism. We have removed the ex-
periences in question and banned the individuals who created them. 
We work tirelessly to maintain a platform that is safe, civil and inclu-
sive, and use manual and automated detection tools to swiftly remove 
experiences that do not comply with our community standards,” the 
company said.

Roblox experienced a major increase in popularity during the pan-
demic as more children began playing the game while at home during 
lockdowns and used the game, which allows players to interact, to stay 
in touch with friends.

The growth means that more people are present to encounter and 

Roblox, popular kids’ computer game, 
removes virtual Nazi gas chambers

participate in illicit content that 
has plagued the platform for 
years, in a reflection of the inter-
net’s well known tendencies.

In recent months, the plat-
form has been plagued with re-
curring game rooms in which 
players engage in sexually ex-
plicit conversations and in which 
their avatars engage in sex acts. 
The company has said it removes 
the games quickly, but they fre-
quently reappear.

The sexually explicit game 
rooms have also been reported 
to include avatars dressed in Nazi 
uniforms.

In this photo illustration, the Roblox app seen dis-
played on a smartphone screen and a Roblox logo 
in the background. (Thiago Prudêncio/SOPA Images/
LightRocket via Getty Images)
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