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HAPPY CONT. ON PG 13

By Marcia Reinhard, 
JFEC Interim Exec. Director

It’s MARCH!! Spring is literally around the corner. While the temper-
atures are still cold, 
we can feel spring 
in the air. There is 
no denying that the 
warmer weather is 
coming.  

Spring is a time 
of optimism and re-
newal. 

March comes 
and I think of Pu-
rim, Passover, Yom 
Hashoah, Yom Hazi-

karon and Yom Ha’Atzmaut. 
For our Jewish community family, it is the beginning of a very busy 

time.
I am looking back on pre-Covid days when we could celebrate to-

gether and looking forward to returning to some of that normalcy. We 
won’t be completely back, but we are on our way. G-d willing, we are in 
the “end-emic” phase of this pandemic.  

As we slowly return to what was and continue to live in what is, 
your federation staff and volunteers are working very hard to continue 
all our programs, even growing them and bringing new ones. 

However, not to sound like a broken record, we cannot do it with-
out your help.  

Be happy; it’s Adar!

Back in person! 
This year’s Family 
Purim Feast & Con-
cert is sure to bring 
the holiday spirit to 
one and all on Purim, 
Thursday, March 17 
at the Holiday Inn of 
New London!

The evening 
promises to be a real 
Purim treat! A lavish 
buffet featuring Is-
raeli cuisine will be 

catered by Mendy’s of Brooklyn. Israeli singer 
and composer, Sandy Shmuely will entertain 
the audience in a live concert with his warmth 
and personality. Children and children-at-heart 
are invited to come dressed in costume.

“Purim commemorates G-d’s miracles to the 
Jews when they overcame their enemies who 
were set to destroy them,” says Rabbi Stern-
berg. “We too, hope to experience such miracles 

It was just two years ago, on the 14th of Adar 
5780, that the Jews of Eastern Connecticut held their 
last public celebratory event in reading the Megillah 
before the Pandemic shut down virtually all commu-
nal events over much of the last two years…..

And while this is not a story about the reopening 
of our synagogues …. But I did catch your attention. 
And isn’t that what the central theme of the holiday 
of Purim is all about, but to catch your attention, 
what with a Megillah-filled with parties and ban-
quets, and hangings and savings, and topsy turvy….

This year the liberal synagogues of eastern Con-
necticut have once again joined together to celebrate 
another virtual celebration of Purim on the ZOOM 
platform: Congregation Ahavath Achim, Congrega-
tion Beth El, Beth Jacob Synagogue, Temple Bnai Is-
rael, and Temple Emanu-El, on Wednesday, March 
16. 

We begin the evening at 6:00 pm, with a full 
Megillah reading accompanied by summaries in 
English. Then about 7:00 pm, we will segue into the 
Purim Spiel and Song room for a continuation of the 
celebration of parties and banquets into the night, 
but nevertheless all timed “to get you home” by a 
reasonable hour

Virtual Purim 2.0 --  
Wed., March 16

Family Purim Feast  
back in Full Swing!
Thurs., March 17 at Holiday InnM e m -

bers of the 
participat-
ing Syna-
gogues will 
receive a 
ZOOM link 
from their 
respective 
rabbis. If 
you are not 
a member 
of one of 
the partici-
pating Syn-
agogues and you would like a ZOOM 
link, please contact Rabbi Julius 
Rabinowitz of Beth Jacob Synagogue 
(ravjulius@gmail.com) and he will 
provide the link for you.

in a wondrous turn of events, to 
end the wars in Eastern Europe 
and bring peace to the world.”

The Family Purim Feast & 
Concert, hosted by Chabad of 
Eastern Connecticut, will take 
place on Thursday, March 17, 
at 5:30 p.m. at the Holiday Inn, 
35 Governor Winthrop Blvd, New 
London. As in previous years, 
there will be a megillah reading 
before the start of the program 
at 5:00 p.m. Admission is $25 
for adults, $20 for teens and stu-
dents, and $15 for children (ages 
3-12). Please reserve by Mon-
day, March 14 by calling Chabad 
at 860-437-8000, email rsvp@
chabadect.com, or purchase 
tickets online at ChabadECT.
com/Purim. Let’s Purim togeth-
er!

The Jewish Federation of Eastern CT is proud to be 
offering its first in-person community-wide event in 
two years on the first day of spring on Sunday, March 

20, at 4:00 PM at Temple Emanu-El, 29 Dayton Road, Waterford. 
What better way to celebrate the first day of spring than with popu-

lar Israeli singer/songwriter Rami Feinstein? He has been touring for 
15 years. The Federation has been trying to bring him to our commu-
nity for several years and finally, the stars have aligned, and we can do 
it! This year Rami celebrates 10 years of annual touring in the US. We 
are fortunate to get him for an intimate concert on Sunday, March 20 
at 4pm. 

Rami sings in Hebrew and English and shares the stories behind 
the songs in English so that everyone can understand and enjoy the 
show. His shows are warm, engaging, entertaining and tons of fun! 

When asked about why he comes to the states to perform he said, 
“I always feel welcome, and I always receive validation that my efforts 
to fly to the other side of the world to strengthen the ties between the 
Jewish community in America and Israel, are exactly what I should be 
doing.” 

Rami moved to Israel with his family when he was just two years 
old. However, he still has family in New Jersey and feels very connect-
ed to the East Coast of the US. 

Cost for the concert in advance is $25 for one, $45 for two, and 
$10 for anyone 18 and younger. Cost at the door is $30 for one and, 
$50 for two, and again, $10 for all those 18 and younger. Fifty percent 
of the proceeds will be shared with the JFEC. Register and pay online 
at https://www.jfec.com through Friday, March 18. Doors will open 

First in-person event Sunday, March 20
Celebrate spring with Israeli musician Rami Feinstein

on the day of the concert at 3:30 
PM. Questions, please email Mimi 
at the Federation at mimi@jfec.
com or call at 860-442-8062.

The Jewish Federation would 
like to thank Temple Emanu-El 
for making their building avail-
able to us and making it possible 
to hold this FIRST COMMUNITY-
WIDE EVENT IN MORE THAN 
TWO YEARS! Looking forward 
to seeing so many of our commu-
nity there.

mailto:ravjulius@gmail.com
chabadect.com/purim18
chabadect.com/purim18
http://ChabadECT.com/Purim
http://ChabadECT.com/Purim
https://www.jfec.com
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Dropbox/11%20March%202022%20Leader/Page%201/ mimi@jfec.com
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Dropbox/11%20March%202022%20Leader/Page%201/ mimi@jfec.com
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Candle Lighting for Eastern CT area

Energy Saving  
Windows & Doors! 

Order Factory Direct! 

Vinyl Replacement &  
New Construction Windows 

          Storm Windows & Commercial Aluminum 

Professional Installation Available 

Railings & Fences of Many Styles 

860.848.9258 • www.alltimemfg.com 

Since 1946 

A Torah Moment - Vayikra

How can we have a synagogue 
with no building?
While Beth El continues to search for our new home, our friends at Temple Emanu-El 
have generously welcomed us to use their facility for in-person events as well as their 
kitchen. Zoom has also allowed us to conduct many programs and services while 
providing safe distancing in the comfort of our homes. “Tune in” or join us at one 
of Beth El’s many events – we welcome you! 

SERVICES
•  Daily Minyan, Shabbat & Holiday Services
 Some hybrid: in-person & Zoom
 Homemade challah & sweets on Shabbat

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS 
•  Educational Presentations
•  Talks by local speakers
•  Lunch & Learn with the Rabbi
SOCIAL EVENTS
•  Distanced Gatherings
•  Musical Events
•  Curbside Meal Offerings
•  Schmooze Before & After Zoom Events 
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME! 860.442.0418 • bethel-nl.org

By Rabbi Yosef Resnick
Dear friends,

I hope you are all well. If you are reading 
this on Shabbat, then Shabbat Shalom. This 
week is Purim, and then we begin getting 
ready for Pesach. Last week we finished se-
fer Sh’mos, which is sometimes referred to 
as the Book of Geulah, the Book of Redemp-
tion, as we speak so much about the first re-
demption of the Jewish people from Egypt. 
Rav Kook teaches that the various redemp-
tions of the Jews throughout history are re-

ally one, long, ongoing process. And now we begin sefer Vayi-
kra, which speaks a great deal about offerings, both animal and other 
types. At the beginning of the parsha it states:

“Speak to the children of Israel, saying to them: When a 
person wants to bring from himself an offering to G-d, he 
shall bring an offering from an animal, cow or sheep.” 
Many commentaries ask why it doesn’t say either:
“When a person wants to bring an offering from himself to 

G-d...”
or just 
“When a person wants to bring an offering to G-d...”
Many answer that one is actually bringing a part of themselves, 

“mikkem,” as the offering. We each have a G-dly soul and an animal 
soul, as described in the more mystical teachings of the Torah. It is this 
animal aspect that we are “offering.” Elevating, refining, and improv-
ing upon.

The Ibn Ezra also discusses this on a 
more p’shat level, offering some alternative 
interpretations based on the wording:

“OF YOU. The word mikkem (of you) is 
placed at the end of the clause. Our clause 
reads, adam ki yakriv mikkem. The latter 
literally reads when any man bringeth an 
offering of you. The clause should be read 
as if written, adam mikkem ki yakriv (when 
any man of you bringeth an offering). There are many such ex-
amples. Where a word placed at the end of a clause should be 
read as if placed earlier. 

On the other hand, the word mikkem might mean from your 
property. In other words, mikkem (of you) means of your prop-
erty. In this case the word mikkem does not have to be moved, 
for the meaning of the clause is, when any man bringeth an 
offering of your (that is, his) property. 

The term mikkem might also hint that one is not permitted to 
bring an offering that is stolen. In this case our verse is to be 
read as follows: When any man bringeth an offering of you, that 
is, it shall be of yours. It shall belong to you. for Scripture states, 

I hate robbery with iniq-
uity ([http:///Isaiah.61.8]Is. 
61:8).”
From https://www.sefaria.

org

Rabbi Yosef Resnick, MSEd
Brothers of Joseph Synagogue
Historic Norwich, Connecticut, 
the “Rose of New England”
cell: 781.201.0377
google virtual office phone: 
339.364.3044

https://www.sefaria.org
https://www.sefaria.org
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By Ethan Novick
Personally, I don’t “flaunt” my Judaism and tell everyone in the 

world, but I am a Jew, nonetheless. Judaism comes in many different 
forms. From keeping certain food requirements (kosher) and observ-
ing the holidays more seriously (orthodox) to observing in a more Re-

form way and choosing to only observe some aspects of the holidays 
and keeping no food requirements (not keeping kosher). I fall under 
the category of a “Reform Jew.” However, this doesn’t make me any less 
Jewish. There are Jews in all parts of the world with many observing 
in various ways. To me, this is the beauty of Judaism; despite people’s 
differences in how we interpret Judaism, there is no major difference 
or hierarchy in someone’s Judaism over another person’s.

In my life, I want to keep my secular schedule and friends mostly 
different from my religious schedule and group of friends. Sometimes, 
I view myself as an outlier due to the fact that only 2.6% of the world 
is Jewish, and even less are Jewish in East Lyme. I have participated 
in a Jewish Youth Organization since I was a 5th grader and contin-
ued through my senior year of high school. BONUS: This helped me get 
into college as I am President of my BBYO chapter of Eastern CT. Yes, 
it also offers me the opportunity to be seen differently, maybe even 
uniquely by colleges and universities, but it also allows me to have an 

My Maryland BBYO International Convention Experience:  
What does being Jewish mean for me?

outlet for my Judaism. This is the 
most important aspect for me. It 
allows me to be in an environ-
ment where I’m not the only Jew-
ish person in the room. I believe 
that having an outlet for your dif-

ferences is a necessity in 
living an important and 
happy lifestyle.

With my friends from 
BBYO, during the week-
end of February 17-22 I 
traveled by a coach bus 
full of Jewish teens in 
Connecticut to a BBYO 
International Convention 
in Baltimore, Maryland. 
At this convention, there 
were Jewish teens of all 
different ethnicities and 
different walks of life. 
I could take advantage of 
this opportunity due to 
the fact that I participate 
in BBYO. 

Like I said before, 
BBYO is a Jewish youth organi-
zation that allows me and thou-
sands of teens across the globe to 
access their Judaism in a unique, 
meaningful, and entertaining 
way. During this convention, I 
met, and am still in contact with 
a variety of Jewish teens, some 
from other countries. BBYO gave 
me the opportunity to meet Jew-
ish celebrities such as AJ Dillon, 
Running Back of the Green Bay 
Packers (who is actually from 
New London, CT and whose 
younger sister participates in our 
Jr Youth Group) and Mike Posner, 
who was nominated for a Gram-

my for “I Took a Pill in Ibiza”, as well as walking across America and 
climbing Mount Everest. Hearing their stories of how they got to fame 
made me realize that my first choice of work or a job can occur if hard 
work is put in, and not only once, but repeatedly. 

A thing that struck me specifically about Mike Posner’s presenta-
tion was he said that a “reason is just an excuse in a fancy suit.” He 
went on to say there were hundreds of reasons to not walk across 
America or climb the tallest mountain in the world, but that’s what he 
wanted to do and despite all his musical fame, he did a complete 180 
and decided to do what he wanted to accomplish. Posner then walked 
across the continental 48 states while being bitten by a snake which 
halted his journey. He also climbed 71 mountains before eventually 
working his way up to successfully climbing Mt. Everest. 

This experience of meeting tons of Jewish teens from across the 
world gives me a sense of comfort. It is noteworthy how strange it was 
to be in a room with not only one other Jew, but thousands. 

A reason I love being Jewish is that it separates me from everyone 
else in my everyday life at school and in East Lyme. Whether that be 
good or bad is, of course, a personal decision. Having a community 
and a getaway from the constant cycle of school has benefited me im-
mensely. 

I implore anyone who is able to find what separates them from 
their peers to embrace their differences because the relationships 
formed from their differences are  special ones and potentially open 
new doors.
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Senior Connections
Special Announcement

As many of you know, Carly Luft has left the JFEC for another op-
portunity in New Jersey. Dona Casey, who many of you know well, has 
accepted the position of Senior Services Coordinator going forward.

For your information. . .
The deadline to reserve your meal is the Wednesday before the 

luncheon between 12:00 noon and 2 pm. Note day change for res-
ervations. With Dona doing the marketing for the lunches she would 
appreciate an extra day to shop for the food.

• The best time to reach Dona to make reservations or with 
questions is on Wednesdays between the hours of 12 noon 
and 2pm at 860-271-1322. You can also call the Federation 
office at 860-442-8062 between the hours of 9am and 3pm 
Monday through Friday and leave a message with Mimi or 
Jenn for Dona.

• All lunches, unless noted, will take place at the Waterford 
Public Library in the MEETING ROOM, 49 Rope Ferry Road, 
Waterford, CT 06385 beginning at 12:00 NOON on MONDAYS.

MARCH 14 Oven baked chicken with a side 
of rice and string beans. After Lunch we will 
be playing Bingo with prizes to the winners  

MARCH 21 Mushroom barley soup. 

MARCH 28 Vegetable Quiche with a side of 
fries and side salad. After Lunch we will be 
playing UNO

APRIL 4 Smoked white fish salad on bagel 

with lettuce, tomatoes, Cucumber side of chips 

APRIL 11 Oven baked chicken with a side of 
couscous and broccoli 

APRIL 18 Matzah Ball Soup 

APRIL 25 Enjoy lunch on your own at Muddy 
Waters Café located at 

40 Bank Street in New London. Meet at 12 
Noon.  Deadline to register for this outing is Wed., 
April 20.

Senior Events March 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 Lox on a ba-
gel @ Ahavath 
Chesed 

8 9 Call Dona 
12-2 to re-
serve for 3/14               

10 11 12 

13 Daylight 
savings time - 
spring forward 

14 Baked 
chicken &  
bingo 

15 16 Call Dona 
12-2 to re-
serve for 3/21 

17  Purim 18 19 

20  First 
Day of Spring 

21 Mush-
room barley 
soup 

22 23 Call Dona 
12-2 to re-
serve for 3/28 

24 25 26 

27 28 Vegeta-
ble Quiche & 
UNO 

29 30 Call  
Dona 12-2 to 
reserve for 4/4 

31 Contact Dona at 860-271-1322 be-
tween 12-2 on Wed. to make your 
reservation. Suggested donation is 
$3 per person.  

$25 ADULT, $15 CHILD (3-12) 
SPONSOR: $360, PILLAR $540 

RSVP BY MARCH 13
860-437-8000

CHABADECT.COM/PURIM

YOU!
THANK

FAMILY
PURIM

FEAST&CONCERT
2022

SANDY SHMUELI IN CONCERT
ISRAELI CUISINE BY MENDY'S OF 

BROOKLYN MASQUERADE
LIVE MUSIC

MISHLOACH MANOT & MORE!!!

THURSDAY, MARCH 17
5:30 PM

MEGILLAH READING: 5:00PM

AT HOLIDAY INN, NEW LONDON

ב"ה

Congregation Ahavath Chesed 
invites the community to cele-
brate Purim together in person at 
their large sanctuary, Wednesday 
evening March 16 and Thursday 
morning March 17.

 
Schedule of Services and 
Events:

Wednesday, March 16
-- 7:20pm Maariv and Megil-

lah Reading
-- Followed by Light Dinner 

Buffet 

Thursday, March 17
-- 7:00am Shacharis
-- 7:30am Megillah Reading
-- Followed by bagels ‘n lox 

breakfast

The synagogue is located at 
590 Montauk Avenue in New 
London.

Purim at 
Ahavath 
Chesed

I have a limit-
ed-edition piece 
of Judaica art that 
I hope someone 
might be inter-
ested in having. 
The outside di-
mensions are 22 
inches wide by 28 
inches high. It is 
the 23rd print in 
a series of 200. I 
cannot read the 
signature of the 
artist, but some-
one knowledge-
able about Jewish 
art might recog-
nize it.

If you are in-
terested in this 
piece of artwork I 

Rabbi with shofar would suggest a donation to your 
favorite Jewish charity. I would 
be willing to travel within a 30-
mile radius of Hartford to meet 
up with the new owner or the 
owner can pay the shipping costs 
if they are out of state.

This artwork was purchased 
by my cousin Barbara when she 
had a gallery in Soho in New York 
City. She gave it to me several 
years ago.

Mona Friedland
860-942-1512
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    By  

Artie
  Dean

A Shidduch in Florida
Jonas Shimmel sat across from his brother at the Delray diner.
“Listen, Pinchas. Take a chance. You can’t spend every day shut up 

in your room.”
Pinchas nodded. “I know, I know, but I need time.”
“Time Shmime, what you need is a woman.”
Pinchas shifted uncomfortably in his chair. “But Fanny…” he 

croaked, his voice breaking. “What would she say if she knew?”
Jonas hesitated, stared into his brother’s eyes, and nodded. “She’d 

say, get on with your life you shmendrick.”
“You think?”
“I know.”
“But the children…his voice trailed off. “What will they think?
“When was the last time one of your children actually called?”
Pinchas pursed his lips, lost in thought. “A month ago, I think, no, 

maybe two months. I can’t recall.” 
“And a visit?”
Pinchas put a hand on his chin. Not since Covid. Two years? I guess.”
“Exactly, so do this for me. No, even better. Do this for yourself.” 

Then Jonas handed him an index card.
Pinchas stared at the 

number scrawled on the 
card. “Sisters, you say?”

“Twins?” One for you, one 
for me. You never know. It 
could change your life.”

* * *
A week later Pinchas 

stood in front of the mirror 
fussing with his tie. Fanny 
always tied them so perfectly. 

He stared at his reflection, frowning at the grey hairs peeking from his 
ears, the furrows in his forehead, the sagging skin around his neck. 
When did I turn into an old man?

Perhaps he’d never paid attention to his slow decline while Fanny 
was in the picture, or perhaps aging accelerates when you’re alone. Ei-
ther way, he’d have to make the best of it. After all, a promise is a prom-
ise. He ran a comb through his salt and pepper hair, shaved, and used 
a dab of cologne behind his ears. I’m doing this for Jonas, he thought. 
But at the moment he walked out the door and turned towards the 
rendezvous at the beach his mood lifted. The hint of a smile creased 
his lips and his heart beat faster. What will it feel like to have a date?

Josephine Katz knocked on her sister’s door. “So, you ready Judy?” 
When there was no answer she retrieved the extra key from under the 
flowerpot on the porch and opened the door. She stared in disbelief at 
her sister, sprawled on the couch. “Judy, why aren’t you ready.

Judy sighed, averted her gaze. “I don’t know, maybe it’s too soon.”
Josephine raised her eyebrows. “Is five years too soon to take a 

chance on changing your life? 
“Of course, you’re right. It’s crazy, but I keep thinking: “What would 

Jacob say? 
“He’d say, “You’ve grieved enough. Time to move on. Besides you’re 

doing this for me, remember. How long since we last double dated? A 
half century? And Jonas really wants you to meet his brother.”

Judy rose from the couch. “All right I’ll do this for you.” She trudged 
to the bathroom and began coloring her cheeks with a hint of rouge. 
She applied a touch of mascara to her eyelashes, then gazed at her re-
flection. A hint of a smile crossed to her lips. What will it feel like to 
have a real date after all these years?

To be continued. . .

By Sheila Horvitz
Many of us are old enough to 

fondly remember the Golden Age 
of Hollywood. Among our youth 
today are many movie buffs who 
love cinema and its history. Com-
bining movie history with a pow-
erful and poignant family story is 
the recipe for a great book.

On Wednesday, May 18 at 7 
p.m. on Zoom, Temple Emanu-El 
Sisterhood Book Club is hosting 
a Special Book Club Event - An 
Evening with author Victoria 
Riskin. All booklovers and book 
clubs are invited to join the pro-
gram. Already Hadassah and the 
Book Club of the Lincoln Center 
Synagogue in Manhattan have 
signed on as partners. Everyone 
will have plenty of time to read 
the book and encourage their 
book clubs to join the partner-
ship with the Emanu-El Sister-
hood.

Victoria Riskin is the daugh-
ter of two giants of Hollywood’s 
Golden Age. Even before their 
storybook marriage in 1942, each 
had reached the pinnacle of suc-
cess as a celebrated actress and 
renowned screenwriter. In the 
1933 iconic film, “King Kong”, 
Victoria’s mother, Fay Wray stole 
the heart of King Kong as he dan-
gled her in his hands at the top 
of the Empire State Building. In 
1934, her father Robert Riskin 
won the Academy Award for his 
screenplay of “It Happened One 
Night” that starred Claudette 
Colbert and Clark Gable. It was 
directed by Frank Capra whose 
collaboration with Riskin on 
many award-winning films is leg-
endary. 

Fay Wray, from a Mormon fam-
ily in Salt Lake City, came to Hol-
lywood when she was 14 years 
old. Robert Riskin, an Ashkenazi 
Jew from New York’s Lower East 
Side, came to Hollywood to write 
some of the screen’s greatest 
movies. The author weaves the 
poignant story of their meeting 
and an intimate look at their rela-
tionship with the backdrop of the 

Family, History and The Movies
A Special Book Club Event

An Evening with Victoria Riskin author of  
“Fay Wray and Robert Riskin:  

A Hollywood Memoir”
exciting and tumultuous years of 
silent movies, Hollywood’s Golden 
Age, the Depression, World War II, 
and the politics of the 1950s.

Among many of her other ac-
complishments, Victoria Riskin 
is an award-winning writer and 
producer and served as the first 
woman President of the Writers 
Guild of America West. She served 
for 12 years on the Board of Human 
Rights Watch and chaired a com-
mittee that supported persecuted 
writers around the world. She be-
gan her career as a practicing psy-
chotherapist and based her award-
winning film “Last Best Year” on 
her personal experience with a patient dying of cancer. It starred Mary 
Tyler Moore and Bernadette Peters. She is married to David Rintels, an 
award-winning writer and producer. They make their home on Mar-
tha’s Vineyard.

For Victoria, this book arises out of years of longing and looking 
more deeply into her memories and her parents’ lives. She says: “In 
writing this book, I wanted to find my parents again, to know them 
as they really were, to walk in their footsteps from their humble 
beginnings through the glamorous days of Hollywood, and to expe-
rience their remarkable love.”

To register for the program and receive the link as an individual 
and to sign up as a book club partner with Temple Emanu-El Sister-
hood Book Club - RSVP to Barbara Senges by May 11: professeur38@
me.com.

Victoria Riskin, author

mailto:professeur38%40me.com?subject=Fay%20Wray
mailto:professeur38%40me.com?subject=Fay%20Wray
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Realtor Corner

HELP CONT. ON PG 15

March Madness
By Geoff Hausmann

Normally, March Madness refers to bas-
ketball but today I am going to bring it into 
the realm of real estate. In today’s environ-
ment, it is all about the numbers. In several of my past articles, I talked 
about the lack of inventory and how much of a seller’s market it is.

It is hard to believe that two years ago, there was 1,685 available 
listings and as of March 3, 2022, there are 210 residential homes, 43 
condos, and 38 multifamily homes in New London County. So how 
does that break down by town?

   Home Condo Multifamily
Bozrah      0     0        0
Colchester    33     0        1
East Lyme    25     8        1
Franklin      1     0        0
Griswold    13     1        3
Groton    14     9        2
Ledyard    16     0        2
Lisbon      2     0        0
Lyme       4     0        0
Montville      6     0        1
New London    17   12      10
North Stonington     7     0        0
Norwich    18     7      13
Old Lyme    16     0        0
Preston      3     0        0
Salem      4     1           0
Stonington    15     3        5
Waterford    16     2        0

I have buyers who immediately look at every property that hits 
the market inside their search criteria. The hardest thing is that ev-
ery home I write an offer on turns into a bidding war. The other day, I 
wrote an offer that was $60,000 over asking, a cash deal without any 
contingencies and still the buyer did not win the bid. Nuts!

On the other 
hand, sellers 
are listing their 
properties much 
higher to test the 
market. An agent 
listed his own 
home for sale 
that required 
work. My client 
wrote an offer for 
$15,000 under 
asking price as 
they felt that is 
what the home is 
worth. I talked to 
this agent yester-

day and he hosted an open house and had several showings, but he 
informed me that this was the best offer he received in the two weeks 
but still was not willing to accept it. He is determined to get his price.

Prior to this article, I had an inventory of 17 properties and as of 
now, I have nothing active. Please think of me if you plan on putting 
your house on the market so we can all enjoy the benefits of this March 
Madness!.

Please remember you can search for homes at www.CallThe-
HouseMan.com.

Do you have a question about real estate? Advice/responses will 
be made by: Geoff Hausmann, RE/MAX on the Bay, 860-443-4400, 
Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com

Sunday, April 24th at 2pm 

A CONVERSATION WITH GERMANS: 
What is the German view of the Holocaust today?

JFEC and Hadassah's Henny Simon Remembrance
present

 The Annual Community
Yom HaShoah Program

By Joe Baur, JTA
With Purim just a few weeks away, a Berlin baker has turned to her 

kitchen to whip up hamantaschen to support Ukrainian refugees flee-
ing the ongoing Russian invasion.

Laurel Kratochvila, the Jewish-American owner of Fine Bagels, a 
New York-style bagel shop on Berlin’s East Side, got the idea when she 
was stuck at home quarantining with COVID and spent an entire day 
watching the news.

“My husband was raised in Czechoslovakia in the post-’68 Russian 
occupation and we were both heartbroken –– him even more so,” Kra-
tochvila said.

That led to a discussion between the 
two about how they could contribute to 
the Ukrainian cause. Purim was around 
the corner, when they would normally be 
making poppy seed and chocolate haman-
taschen anyway, so they decided to launch 
“Hamantashen For Ukraine” and to donate 
their proceeds to Polish Humanitarian Ac-
tion, an organization that is distributing 
food, hot drinks, diapers, hygiene prod-
ucts and blankets, as well as providing 
information and transportation for newly 
arrived refugees from Ukraine.

So far, over 30 home bakers and baker-
ies from Warsaw to Portland have signed 
up. A full list of participants can be found 
under “where to find hamantashen!” on 
their site.

(In the spirit of full disclosure, I am assisting Kratochvila by reach-
ing out to bakers in the United States to join the cause — as well as 
making my own graham cracker cherry cheesecake hamantaschen, 
inspired by a dessert my grandmother used to make.)

Kratochvila reached out on Thursday, the day the invasion began, 
sharing the idea. Feeling similarly helpless and eager to do something 
(not to mention feeling flushed with fond memories of briefly visiting 
the country on a heritage trip just six months earlier), I immediately 
jumped at the opportunity to help out.

The response from Jewish bakers across the United States was im-

To help Ukraine, these Jewish  
bakers are making hamantaschen

mediate and decisive. From Los 
Angeles and Portland to Chicago, 
Philadelphia, and New York City, 
Jews were eager to lend their ha-
mantaschen to the cause.

Tamar Fasja Unikel, a co-own-
er of Masa Madre in Chicago said 
“coming together with a world 
of bakers seems ideal to show 
the world is watching. Purim is a 

holiday about survival and fight 
and I hope that people around 
the world can learn the message.” 
Masa Madre will be selling packs 
of six hamantaschen featuring 
their unique flavors this year — 
Peanut Mazapán, Cajeta Oblea 
and Guava Ate — and they will 
be donating a third of all their 
profits.

Megan Tucker, the owner of 

Jamie Wei sells hamantaschen with the colors of the Ukrai-
nian flag. (chopsticksmeetfork/Instagram)

mailto:Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com
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Hadassah News
President’s Message

by Karen Bloustine

What’s new from  
Hadassah Hospital --
Stem-Cell breakthrough  

for treatment of AMD

AMD - Age-Related Macular Degeneration is a common eye dis-
order caused by deterioration of the macula, a small area in the center 
of the retina in the back of the eye, leading to central vision loss. Al-
most 200 million people around the world have AMD today and are 
hoping for a cure. The search began 25 years ago. It is the story of 
the collaboration between two Hadassah pioneer scientists: Professor 
Benjamin Reubinoff and Professor Eyal Bania. They are using  patient-
derived induced pluripotent stem cells to grow new retinal cells that 
have the identical genetic makeup of a patient, which could then be 
transplanted into the patient with AMD to improve their condition.

   These images help me to understand AMD. Try thinking of your 
eye as a camera.

Light enters the eye’s lens
Just like a camera, your eye has a 

lens near the front that focuses light. 
When the light passes through the lens 
it lands at the back of your eye, the 
retina.

Light passes through to the 
retina

Like film in a camera, the retina 
captures the shapes and colors of 
the light to make an image for you 
to see. The macula is the center of 

By Sheila Horvitz
On Sunday, April 24 on Zoom at 2 p.m. the Jewish Federation of 

Eastern CT,  in partnership with Hadassah’s Henny Simon Remem-
brance, will present a special Yom HaShoah program that combines the 
traditional candle-lighting service with a panel discussion. The panel 

Germany Today: The Backdrop  
for our Community 

Yom HaShoah Program, April 24 at 2 pm
will include German students and 
teachers. We want to know how 
Germans view the Holocaust to-
day, how they are educated and 
how German laws and culture 

impact their views. The 
conversation with Ger-
mans will be introduced 
by a review of how Ho-
locaust survivors and 
their children returned 
to Germany on tours of 
remembrance and  con-
ciliation, through the 
experiences of Henny 
Simon, Romana Primus, 
Emanuel Rund and Judi 
Deglin.

The Holocaust essen-
tially wiped out German 
Jewry. Of the roughly 
565,000 Jews living in 
Germany in 1933, 94 
percent were gone by 
1950.  About 37,000 
Jews remained in what 

The red mark is the town of Alzey, where the school of our German stu-
dents and teachers is located.

GERMANY CONT. ON PG 13

By Corinne Weber
Editor’s Note: This article by Corinne Weber about her family’s invi-

tation from and return to Crailsheim, Germany is part of this year’s April 
24 Henny Simon Remembrance - Federation Yom HaShoah program ex-
ploring the views of Germans about the Holocaust. The Feb. 25 issue fea-
tured background about Crailsheim. The conclusion features the Weber 
visit to the city and what they did and saw while there.

Confronting the Past
The former Crailsheimers who had also accepted the city’s invita-

tion were proof of the diaspora of the Jews caused by the Holocaust. In 
our primarily elderly group were people mostly from the U.S. and Isra-
el, but also from South Africa, Switzerland, Scotland, Wales (this man 
had been on the Kindertransport), England, Argentina, Mexico, Puerto 
Rico, and France. It had been more than 50 years since they had seen 
one another, but despite the changes brought by time and distance, 
they hugged and cried and briefly reminisced when they recognized 
their childhood friends and neighbors. Anticipation and perhaps fear 
of how they would react gave way to emotional reunions. My mother 
was 24 when she left Germany in 1937; she was now 74.

Reliving childhood
The week was filled, from start to finish, with events planned by 

the committee and geared to making the returned Jewish citizens feel 
welcome by the town. We took a bus tour of Crailsheim during which 
my mother pointed out landmarks as they came into view: her school, 
the Jagst River, the hospital. She and my aunts and uncles were excited 
to see these landmarks of their childhood, but even more amazed by 
all the changes. 

A Friday evening Shabbat dinner was planned at the city’s largest 
church, the Johannes-Gemeindehaus der Evangelisch. We were wel-

Return to Germany 50 years later – 
A city’s gesture of conciliation, Conclusion

comed by a city politician, and 
enjoyed a Kosher meal brought 
in from Stuttgart complete with 
challah, white linens, flowers, 
and candles. We said the bless-
ings. Our host, the church pastor 
Berthold Dowerk, said with great 
seriousness that the challah tast-
ed of “Shalom,” peace. This mes-
sage stayed with me during most 
of the trip - that the spirit of and 
hope for forgiveness and recon-
ciliation were sincere. 

Meetings and dialogues
Other events included more 

meetings and dialogues at 
churches with clergy and towns-
people, a performance of Brecht/
Weil’s Three Penny Opera, an eve-
ning of Bach, a visit to the town 
hall complete with a maypole 
and dancing by young people 
wearing local costumes, lunches, 
a trip to a local craft museum, and 
side trips to the medieval towns 
of Dinkelsbühl and Rothenburg 
ob der Tauber. More significant 
was a trip to the town where my 

RETURN CONT. ON PG 12
Follow us on Facebook 
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Sunday Family Fun Day at TERS
Temple Emanu-El’s Religious School Committee started an 

initiative during this school year called Sunday Family Fun 
Day. Its mission is to build, strengthen and bring together the 
Temple’s religious school community. Their hope is to develop 
relations between students’ families.

“I found that kids were apt to be more compliant or to 
look forward to attending Shabbat services if a friend from 
religious school was attending,” said Rachel O’Brien, Temple 
Emanu-El’s School Director. “I would often reach out to Tem-
ple friends and see if they were attending so that I could say to 
my kids..hey so and so are going, why don’t we attend and this 
would get them excited. These events are to connect parents to 
each other just as much as connecting the kids.”

The bi-monthly events are financially supported by TERS. 
“We do not want money to be a reason a family does not at-

tend,” said O’Brien.
Temple Emanu-El Religious School held their first Sunday 

Family Fun Day at Scott’s Corn Maze; the kids enjoyed navigating 
the corn maze together and then enjoying hot apple cider and 
cider donuts. The second family event was ice skating followed 
by hot chocolate and a snack at RoseGarden Ice Rink. Plans are 
underway for a possible family Bingo event at the Temple this 
month.
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By Brian Blum, Israel21c
Remember at the beginning of the pandemic when 

everyone was wiping down their groceries, pulling out 
the veggies one by one to clean them with alcogel?

We know better by now – Covid-19 is rarely trans-

mitted by surfaces – but the panic that accompanied 
the early days of the crisis gave a boost to AgwaFarm, 
a startup based in the Bar-Lev high-tech park in Israel’s 
Upper Galilee.

“People already understood the value of self-sus-
tainability,” AgwaFarm’s CEO and cofounder Alon Wal-
lach tells ISRAEL21c.

AgwaFarm combined that awareness with the fear 
of an unknown pathogen to push its climate-friendly 
solution: “Don’t go shopping for fresh vegetables. Grow 
them in your own home.”

Cultivating veggies in the kitchen is not new. “Any-
one can buy a hydroponic platform to use at home. They 
can buy seeds and all the material they need to do home 
farming,” Wallach explains. “But what makes people fail 
and fail again is a lack of knowledge and a lack of time 
to tend to the vegetables.”

Hydroponic farming – where the vegetables sit in a 
nutrient solution rather than soil, usually in a green-
house – is “precision farming,” Wallach adds. “You need 
to be very accurate.”

AgwaFarm’s flagship product, the AgwaGarden, is 
an all-in-one box that allows consumers without nary a 
green thumb to plant, nurture and harvest hydroponic 
vegetables with almost no effort.

The unit comes with 59 “slots” into which you insert 
a dried seed pod. There are pods for dozens of veg-
etables – tomatoes, lettuce, cucumbers, arugula – plus 

Growing vegetables at home  
has never been so easy

some surprises (yum, strawberries!).
Wallach claims a standard AgwaGarden can output 

enough salad fixings for a small family three to four times 
a week.

The unit is about the size of a small wine refrigerator 
and sports a clear 
glass front. In addi-
tion to the slots for 
seed pods, there is 
an opening for add-
ing water and anoth-
er for adding fertiliz-
er every six months 
or so.

Automated home 
farming

You don’t need to 
monitor the plants 
or the temperature, 
pH, light and humid-
ity in the box. Ag-
waFarms’ artificial 
intelligence software 
does all that for you, 
dispensing the right 
amount of nutrients 
at the right time.

The AgwaGarden unit is decked out with LEDs, high-
resolution cameras and sensors that are connected via 
WiFi to an app on the customer’s mobile device. If there 
is a problem (One of the pods not germinating? Time to 
replace a pod with a fresh one?) the app sends an alert.

Perhaps most important, the app will ping you when 
a crop is ready for picking. No more guesswork – the app 
will tell you, “Pod 3 in row 2 is ripe and ready for harvest-
ing.”

In that respect, “We call it more of an appliance or a 
food processor,” Wallach notes. “It’s not your typical gar-
dening experience.”

The AgwaGarden unit will cost in the vicinity of $1,000 
although pricing hasn’t been finalized. Consumers will 
pay a subscription fee of around $30 per month to receive 
a new batch of seed pods (you can choose what you want) 
and unlimited technical support. Free fertilizer is includ-
ed, too.

No pesticides or plastic
AgwaFarm-grown vegetables require no pesticides. 

There’s no need for plastic packaging or for gas-guzzling 
trucks to bring the veggies to a distribution point. And the 
vegetables don’t lose nutrients on the way from the farm 
to the supermarket.

“This is true farm-to-table,” Wallach notes.
AgwaFarm’s hydroponic approach and AI software 

also means the entire growing process is much more wa-

ter efficient.
The result is vegetables that “taste much more ro-

bust,” Wallach says. “They’re really flavorful. Arugula 
has more nuttiness and a bit of spiciness in it. I told my 
wife, ‘Until now, when we bought arugula, we were eat-
ing something green with a green taste. Using this plat-
form, we’re actually eating arugula!’”

Wallach, an agronomist trained at the Hebrew Uni-
versity’s Faculty of Plant Science in Rehovot, says the 
data collected by the AgwaGarden unit is used to im-
prove AgwaFarm’s database of plants.

That is how AgwaFarm can make decisions about a 
crop’s needs based on information from the cameras 
and sensors. “It’s an endless loop making the product 
better and better,” Wallach says.

It was a match
Wallach explains that “Agwa” is a combination of ag-

riculture and water and sounds like “aqua” – water in 
Spanish.

Alon Wallach, cofounder and CEO of AgwaFarm. Pho-
to courtesy of AgwaFarm

He came up with the idea for the company while he 
was living in Tel Aviv. He then moved to Berkeley, Cali-
fornia, for four years while his wife earned a master’s 
degree in fine arts. While there he was introduced to Niv 
Stolarski, who would become AgwaFarm’s CTO.

Only problem: Stolarski was in Israel.
“I bought him a plane ticket to the US, and we went 

trekking for about a week in the Big Sur area, talking 
about what could be the product, our abilities, our 
working philosophy. We understood it was a match.”

Stolarski returned to Israel while Wallach stayed on 
in Berkeley; he returned to Israel four months ago. The 
company has raised just over $3 million (Trendlines 
was the lead investor) and employs nine people.

AgwaFarm began with an outdoor product, a 6-by-6-
foot greenhouse that can hold up to 100 seed pods. But 
Wallach feels that the indoor AgwaGarden could make 
the bigger impact.

Starter assortment
AgwaFarm is running pilot tests in Israel, aiming 

to take AgwaGarden to the United States in June 2022 
(“Probably to the Bay Area first, where people are con-
sidered early adopters,” Wallach says) with commercial 
sales hoped for by early 2023.

The units are currently being built in Israel but, as 
the company expands its reach, Wallach expects manu-
facturing will move closer to the target markets.

AgwaFarm’s most direct competition is the US start-
up Gardyn, which has a similar AI- and app-driven prod-
uct. An Israeli firm, Hydi.io, has also developed an all-in-
one home growing unit.

The AgwaGarden is about the size of a wine refrigerator. Photo courtesy of AgwaFarm

VEGETABLES CONT. ON PG 10
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136 Sachem Street
Norwich CT 06360

860-889-2374
Fax 860-886-2396

Memorial

44726

 Diamonds  ❖  Watches  ❖  Crystal
 Fine Contemporary & Antique Jewelry

 Custom Jewelry Design  ❖  Expert Jewelry & Watch Repair
 Estate Jewelry Bought & Sold

 262 Boston Post Road • Utopia Centre 
 Waterford, CT • (860) 442-4391

 Monday - Thursday 10:00-6:00  ❖  Friday 10:00-7:00  ❖  Saturday 10:00-4:00

 Since 1919 Southeastern Connecticut’s Oldest and Most Respected Jewelers

Ready to get started growing flavorful vegetables at home? The 
AgwaGarden starter assortment includes arugula, basil, black seeded 
Simpson lettuce, breen mini romaine, bushsteak tomatoes, green and 
jade mini butterhead, cardinale lettuce, gardeners’ delight cherry and 
yellow pear tomatoes, chives, cilantro, dill, green beans, green mus-
tard, jalapeños, kale, matilda bibb (butter) lettuce, mint, oregano, 
parsley (Italian and curly), spinach, Swiss chard, sweet peppers and 
thyme.

To join the waiting list to get your AgwaGarden, type in https://
www.agwafarm.com

VEGETABLES CONT. FROM PG 9

Greens growing in the AgwaGarden. Photo courtesy of AgwaFarms

By Ben Zion Gad, Jerusalem Post
As war rages in Ukraine, Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky 

has repeatedly called for a “no-fly zone” over Ukraine’s capital of Kyiv. 
The EU, NATO and the United States have denied all requests for the 
NFZ as of now, fearing that the move could exacerbate the conflict.

While three-fourths of the US public supports working with NATO 
to establish a no-fly zone over Ukraine per a Reuters/Ipsos poll, 
prominent American leaders have cautioned against the move, with 
Secretary of State Antony Blinken telling NBC’s Meet the Press on Sun-
day that US officials are trying to “end this war in Ukraine, not start a 
larger one.”

“[The] president’s been very clear about one thing all along as well, 
which is we’re not going to put the United States in direct conflict with 
Russia – not have... American planes flying against Russian planes or 
our soldiers on the ground in Ukraine,” Blinken said. “The president 
also has a responsibility to not get us into a direct conflict, a direct war 
with Russia, a nuclear power, and risk a war that expands even beyond 
Ukraine to Europe.”

With public and diplomatic opinion so divided, it is important to 
truly understand what is at stake as 
war is waged on Ukraine.

What is a no-fly zone?
A no-fly zone describes airspace 

in which specific aircraft are not al-
lowed to fly. NFZs are meant to pre-
vent attacks or surveillance over 
sensitive areas, such as military 
bases. For example, a surveillance 
drone would be shot down if it 
were flying over a designated no-fly 
zone, such as an air force base – as 
was the case at a US military base 
in Syria last December.

The implementation of an NFZ 
over Ukraine would mean that 
NATO forces would have to ground 
Russian aircraft flying over Ukrai-
nian skies – by force if necessary.

“You don’t just say ‘that’s a no-
fly zone’ – you have to enforce a no-
fly zone,” former US Air Force Gen. Philip Breedlove told Foreign Policy 
magazine.

Experts and government officials alike have warned that enforcing 
an NFZ would require potentially confronting Russian military jets 
that are in the midst of military activities, which could not possibly be 
interpreted as anything aside from direct military conflict.

On Friday, NATO’s secretary-general Jens Stoltenberg warned that 
the introduction of a no-fly zone could lead to a “full-fledged war in 
Europe involving many more countries and causing much more hu-
man suffering.”

The fear of escalation is shared across Western nations and the po-
litical spectrum. Sen. Marco Rubio of Florida told host George Stepha-
nopoulos on ABC’s This Week on Sunday that implementing a “no-fly 
zone” over Ukraine would result in World War III. “A no-fly zone has 
become a catchphrase. I’m not sure a lot of people fully understand 
what that means,” Rubio explained.

When Russian President Vladimir Putin announced Russia’s full-
scale invasion of Ukraine in late February, he warned other countries 
that any attempt to interfere would lead to “consequences you have 
never seen” – an ominous, if not nuclear, threat.

Russia-Ukraine War explainer --  
What is a no-fly zone?

Why does Ukraine want a no-
fly zone?

Amid constant bombardment 
of civilian centers in Kyiv, Kharkiv, 
Mariupol and other densely pop-
ulated urban cities, Zelensky has 
urged for the implementation of 
a no-fly zone over “significant 
parts” of the country.

The president has called the 
Russian government a “terror-
ist regime” as civilian outposts 
continue to be shelled by Russian 
missile strikes. The United Na-
tions has estimated that nearly 
400 civilians have died and more 
than 1.7 million have been dis-

placed since the invasion began 
on February 24.

“All the people who will die 
starting from this day will also 
die because of you. Because of 
your weakness, because of your 
disunity,” a furious Zelensky told 
NATO members after his pleas 
to establish the no-fly zone were 
declined.

“If the West does this, Ukraine 
will defeat the aggressor with 
much less blood,” said the Ukrai-
nian president, who remains in 
Ukraine’s capital of Kyiv despite 
offers to be evacuated by the US.

Pundits have warned that if 

A US Air Force F-35 Lightning II aircraft assigned to the 34th Fighter 
Squadron receives fuel from a KC-10 Extender aircraft over Poland, 
February 24, 2022. (photo credit: US Air Force/Senior Airman Jo-
seph Barron/Handout via REUTERS)

http://www.agwafarm.com
http://www.agwafarm.com
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his Ukraine initiative is successful, President Putin could potentially 
charge forward and target non-NATO nations in Eastern Europe, such 
as Moldova and Georgia – which Russia invaded in 2008.

Karin von Hippel, who was a nonpolitical senior adviser at the US 
State Department during the Obama administration, told NBC that if 
the Russian leader “starts to slowly expand his empire, there will be 
several other places that are in NATO that are going to be getting ex-
tremely stressed out.”

In place of a no-fly zone, the US, EU and NATO countries have 
pledged weapons and other military aid, with American plans to send 
MiG-29 fighter jets to Ukraine via Poland. Putin has warned that any 
country pledging arms to Ukraine would be considered a party to the 
conflict and has called the crippling sanctions imposed against Rus-
sian economic players an “act of war,” meaning Western countries may 
already be considered military allies of Ukraine.

The argument then is that if Russia is not confronted now, they will 
continue their aggression until Western countries will be left with no 
choice but to respond.

Have no-fly zones been implemented before?
Following the 1991 Gulf War, the United States along with other co-

alition nations established two NFZs in Iraq encompassing over half of 
the country’s area – restrictions that stayed in place until 2003, when 
the US invaded Iraq and removed its leader, Saddam Hussein.

This military action was not authorized by the United Nations, with 
then Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali calling the no-fly zones 
“illegal” in a February 2003 interview with John Pilger for ZNet. France 
withdrew from the operation in 1998, as the UN reported that in 1999 
alone, some 144 civilians had been killed during coalition bombing ef-
forts.

The United Nations Security Council imposed a no-fly zone over 
Bosnia and Herzegovina from 1993 to 1995 in the midst of the Bos-
nian wars, which proved successful in preventing significant use of 
air power by any side in the conflict and are credited with helping to 
bringing it to an end.

The UNSC further approved an NFZ in Libya as part of the 2011 
military intervention. The Libyan National Army further imposed tem-
porary no-fly zones in 2018 and 2019 during military conflicts, which 
is the only historical instance of a non-NATO imposed no-fly zone.

NO-FLY CONT. FROM PG 10

A view of the square outside the damaged local city hall of Kharkiv 
on March 1, 2022, destroyed as a result of Russian troop shelling. 
(credit: SERGEY BOBOK/AFP via Getty Images)

By Abigail Klein Leichman, Israel21c
AdOM Advanced Optical Technologies and Israel’s Sheba Medical 

Center have launched the world’s largest study for the detection of Co-
vid-19 on the surface of the eye.

The study will compare AdOM’s Tear Film Imager (TFI) — a quick, 
noninvasive and inexpensive exam — to the PCR diagnostic test, the 
current standard.

A successful proof of concept study at Wolfson Medical Center in 
Holon already demonstrated high specificity and sensitivity of the TFI 
vs. PCR in Covid-19 patients.

The validation trial at Sheba – Israel’s largest medical center – will 
test the TFI on about 500 patients over the next 30 days.

In just 40 seconds, the TFI simultaneously measures the muco-
aqueous and lipid sublayers of the eye’s tear film, at a resolution depth 
of a few nanometers. These sublayers play an important role in the 
identification and treatment of specific eye conditions such as dry eye 
syndrome.

The TFI is used in countries including the United States and Japan. 
It’s one of the only commercially available devices that can identify 
and quantify a virus within the surface of the eye.

“Our goal is to have hundreds of patients who are asymptomatic 

Detecting Covid-19 with a  
40-second eye scan

or symptomatic with Co-
vid-19, irrespective of the 
variant and even those 
who have recovered, to 
see how the TFI device 
compares to the existing 
PCR standard of care,” said 
chief investigator Dr. Eyal 
Zimlichman, deputy direc-
tor general and chief in-
novation officer at Sheba 
Medical Center’s ARC In-
novation Center.

“The world urgently 
needs new diagnostic tools 
to help assess and diag-
nose aggressive viruses 
in a noninvasive manner, 

and with speed and efficiency,” 
said Raanan Gefen, CTO of AdOM, 
which is based in Lod.

“However, the test also needs 
to meet the rigors of high sensi-
tivity, which is the hallmark of 
an approvable diagnostic device. 
Different SARS variants as well as 
aggressive flu variants are threat-
ening the world population and 
we are developing the TFI virus 
detection technology for high 
sensitivity within these large 
groups.”

If the TFI does prove to have 
high correlation to PCR, Gefen 
envisions it as a future point-of-
care diagnostic in venues such 
as airports, sporting arenas and 
businesses.

Photo by Filipp Romanovski on Unsplash

For generations, Federations 
have and continue to be the fore-
most partners to Jews around the 
world.

Through the Jewish Agency 
for Israel, we bring Shlichim to 
Ukraine, run Sunday programs, 
bring Ukrainian youth to Israel for 
immersive programs, and support 
the aliyah of Jews.

Through our partners at 
the JDC, we support multiple Hesed centers across 
1000 locations, supporting the most vulnerable peo-
ple of Ukraine. We run JCCs and Jewish youth pro-
grams to help younger generations reimagine Jewish 
life where it once was all but decimated.

And through World ORT, we’ve played an impor-
tant role in the renewal of Jewish life through Jewish 
day schools, vocational training, and more.

We’ve Worked in Ukraine for Decades

All of this work happens day in and day out be-
cause of you.

But we need you again, today. 

The Need is Urgent 
The estimated 200,000 Jews living in Ukraine 

have been profoundly affected by the political and 
economic instability that have wracked the coun-

UKRAINE CONT. ON PG 13
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mother and her siblings were born — the tiny town of Michelbach an 
der Lücke. There we were met by former mayor 
Herr Müller, now the curator and archivist of the 
restored and city maintained Michelbach syna-
gogue, the oldest existing synagogue (Betsaal) in 
Baden-Württemberg. 

My mother had happy recollections of holi-
days and Shabbats in this once-sacred place on 
Judengasse (Street of the Jews, not a derogatory 
name) with its large windows and stately elevat-
ed Bimah surrounded by twisted wood columns. 
It had been used for weapon storage before it 
was destroyed during the bombings. It was used 
now as an educational library and museum, and 
the glass cases on its perimeter were filled with 
Jewish ritual items and family pictures and docu-
ments showing the contribution to German his-
tory of the Jewish people. One photo showed my 
mother’s aunt and uncle sitting in their Succah in 
the city of Niederstetten. I recognized Tante Rosa, 
my grandfather’s sister, and her son Bruno. The 
small synagogue was now visited by high school 
students to teach them about the 600-year his-
tory of the Jews in Germany and to personalize 
the stories of many of the Jews of Crailsheim. Herr 
Müller emphasized that they wanted the students 
to understand that theirs was “a new Germany.”

A Dialogue with German High School Students
I accompanied a group to visit a class of 17-19 year-old high school 

students, and there we spoke with enthusiastic and curious young 
Germans. Questions like: When did the antisemitism you experienced 
start? What did it feel like? How do you feel being here now? And 
should we, the next generation, feel guilty, and can the older genera-
tion atone for what happened under Hitler? Big, big questions, some 
with no answers, but we tried, with some of the returned citizens tell-
ing their individual stories of, for example — being warned one day by 
a fellow doctor that the Nazis would be coming for him that evening, 
giving him time to hide and then escape; or, in my mother’s case, tak-
ing her exams for a nursing degree at the Jewish hospital in Hamburg 
in 1937 and, because she was Jewish, being able to only pass or fail, 
not pass with distinction. The students were excited and humbled to 
meet survivors, people they had only heard about before. The former 

citizens were surprised by the 
interaction with the students. It 
was a satisfying experience for 
everyone on both sides of the 
dialogue.

Crailsheim’s Jewish Cemetery
Another memorable event 

took place on a rainy, gray 
day in the Jewish cemetery in 
Crailsheim, which, like most oth-
er Jewish cemeteries, had been 
desecrated during the war. It was 
restored by the city, and with a 
young rabbi from Stuttgart lead-
ing a minyon of survivors, we 
said Kaddish for those resting 
there. It was strange and unreal 
to be standing in Germany pray-
ing in Hebrew to our ancestors. It 
was cathartic, sad, dignified, un-
forgettable.

Not me!
Our guides and the organizers 

of the reunion were sincere and 
generous but there were many 
moments of discomfort. People 
who recognized the Landauers 
— my mother, aunt, and uncles 

— greeted them but always add-
ed that THEY were NOT Nazis, 
something we have heard before. 
These were the same neighbors 
who often had my grandmother 
and mother to their home for 
afternoon tea but who later 
crossed to the other side of the 
street without acknowledging 
them. We met people who resent-
ed the whole week because the 
city’s money was being spent on 
the Jews who had left. They said 

My mother Beatrice Landauer Gottfried on the right - with her 
brother Hans Landauer and her sister Senta Landauer in front of 
the restored synagogue in Michelbach, Germany in 1987.

they had more important uses for the money.
My Uncle Hans had come prepared should we encounter Holocaust 

deniers. As an Army officer he was among the first American troops to 
enter the Nordhausen Concentration Camp, a subcamp of Buchenwald 
located in Thuringia in central Germany, on April 16, 1945, five days 
after it was liberated by the French First Army under the command of 
the U.S. Sixth Army. He took photos of the horrors there, small black-
and-white photos he carried with him should he meet any who refuted 
the reality of the Holocaust. Gratefully, this never happened.

Time to head home as memories become real
And I saw my mother, my stoic, practical, strong mother, grow 

weepy and nervous as the week drew on, getting more so each time 
we walked by the site on Kronprinzstrasse where her home had once 
proudly stood and where now there was nothing, just a plot of green 
surrounded by a high wire fence. Too many memories were surfacing. 
It was time to go home. 

Once home, we wrote notes of appreciation to the mayor to be com-
municated to the people of the city of Crailsheim for their generosity 
and goodwill and for the opportunity they had given us in their hope 
of reconciling with the city’s former Jewish citizens. 

We were happy we decided to accept the invitation; it had been an 
emotional and educational week. The questions of reconciliation and 
forgiveness are still unanswered and difficult even now, 35 years after 
the trip. All my family travelers except my Aunt Ruth, now 101 years 
old, are deceased now. 

But I can say with no hesitation that however much Germany was 
their early history, they were, first and foremost, proud, and grateful 
Americans. 

The group of former Jewish citizens of Crailsheim and their companions invited by the city in May, 1987 with the caption: A 
Souvenir from the Visit to Crailsheim.
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Jewish Leader Ad C

Beth El Community Cemetery, located on Lestertown Road in 
Groton, is a Jewish inclusive cemetery accommodating the needs 
of the community.

LOSING A LOVED ONE IS STRESSFUL. 
DON’T WAIT TO PURCHASE A CEMETERY PLOT.

HAPPY CONT. FROM PG 1

We are not funded by an umbrella organization. As a matter of fact, 
the umbrella organization, JFNA - Jewish Federations of North Amer-
ica, only operates because it is funded by us – all the Federations of 
North America.

We are totally funded by you – our community. Without your do-
nations (BIG or small), we cannot continue our work. However, with 
your help, we will continue to do great things. What is an ocean, but 
a multitude of drops?

We will continue to feed those in need at our food pantry, help peo-
ple in crisis, continue our Encountering programs, nurture our youth – 
the next generation of Jewish adults, bring the Young Emissaries back, 
and continue to have community events in-person or on Zoom, like 
our Jewish FilmFest. 

None of these things can happen without you! No gift is too small. 
Individually, we are one drop. Together, we are an ocean.

I will end as I started. It’s MARCH!! And I am so very hopeful! Look-
ing forward to seeing many of you at the Purim celebrations that will 
soon be happening around the community. Be happy! It’s Adar!

the retina, and it’s responsible for 
the clarity of the image you see and 
the vibrancy of the colors.

How a damaged macula affects 
vision

Having macular degeneration is 
like using a camera with film that’s 
partly damaged in the middle. AMD’s 
effect on your vision depends on the 
amount of damage in your macula, 
but no matter how advanced your 

macular degeneration is, it mainly affects your central vision. AMD is 
unlikely to affect your peripheral or side vision.  

Wet vs. Dry Macular Degeneration
Most people with macular degeneration have the more common 

form, dry AMD, in one or both eyes. In one out of 10 people, dry 
AMD progresses to wet AMD. Wet AMD causes retinal leaking and 
bleeding, vision changes, and eye damage that cannot be reversed.

Some of the risk factors that can lead to AMD include:
Age: In the U.S., one in three people age 80 and older has AMD - 

Family history: Thanks to genetics, close relatives are three times 
more likely to develop macular degeneration. - Gender: Women get 
AMD more often than men, but this difference may simply be due to 
the fact that women tend to live longer than men - Skin color: People 
with light skin are more likely to develop AMD than people with darker 
skin. - Eye: People with 
lighter colored eyes 
may be at higher risk.

Research shows 
that other risk fac-
tors for AMD and its 
progression may be 
within our control, by 
making changes in our 
lives - so - Smoking: 
People who smoke or live with smokers are considerably more likely 
to develop AMD. - Sun exposure: UV rays from the sun may increase 
the risk of AMD; sunglasses can protect your eyes.- Diet: A high-fat 
diet is linked to an increased risk; some foods such as dark leafy 
greens, along with eye vitamins, may help protect vision. -High blood 
pressure and cholesterol levels: Unmanaged, these conditions can 
increase the risk of macular degeneration and its progression. - Obe-
sity: Being obese is linked to a significant increase in the risk of AMD. 
- Inactivity: Lack of aerobic exercise may be linked to macular degen-
eration; being active may slow its progression. -Medications: Some 
antipsychotics and malaria treatments may increase the risk of AMD.

I continue to be amazed and heartened by the advances made by 
Hadassah’s world-class researchers. For more information go to www.
Hadassah.org.

STEM CONT. FROM PG 7

was once a hub of European Jew-
ish life. Germany has spent much 
of the postwar years reckoning 
with the mass slaughter they car-
ried out. Germany paid out repa-
rations to the Israeli government 
and became  Israel’s strongest 
ally in Europe. 

When the Cold War ended, 
Germany allowed anyone from 
the Soviet Union with a Jew-
ish parent to immigrate. Over 
200,000 Jews moved to Germany 
from Russia and other Eastern 
European countries. Berlin is at-
tracting a growing community 
of young Israelis and today, Ger-
many’s Jewish community is the 
fastest-growing in the world. 
Even so, Germany today is a 
country of about 81 million peo-
ple —with  only about 230,000  
Jews. Most Germans have never 
met a Jew, despite the presence 
of the Holocaust in German pub-
lic life and law.

The resurgence of Jewish 
life in Germany and the govern-
ment’s years-long attempts at 
commemoration and conciliation 
exist side by side with a resur-
gence of far-right, neo-Nazi and 
extremist ideology and groups. 
There has been an increase in 
far-right violence, with waves 
of hatred more aggressive than 
before the pandemic. The Ger-
man minister of Justice, Christine 
Lambrecht says: “The agitation is 
very often right-wing, racist and 
misogynist. It is a serious threat 
to our democratic society.” The 
government documented 2,351 
cases of antisemitism in 2020, 
a 15 per cent increase over the 
prior year.

To counter and  try to combat 
and control these movements, 
Germany has passed laws on hate 
speech and Holocaust denial. The 
German penal code prohibits 
publicly denying the Holocaust 
and disseminating Nazi propa-
ganda, both off and online. This 
includes sharing images such as 
swastikas, wearing an SS uniform 
and making statements in sup-
port of Hitler. Laws ban incite-
ment to hatred and insults that 
assault human dignity against 
people based on their racial, na-
tional, religious or ethnic back-
ground. These laws prosecute 
racist and antisemitic threats and 
slurs and carry prision sentences. 
Germans face up to three years in 
prision for approving of,  glorify-
ing, or justifying Nazi rule. 

Former Chancellor Angela 
Merkel was generally praised by 

GERMANY CONT. FROM PG 7

the Jewish world community for her committment to pro-Israel and 
pro-Jewish policies. Time will tell how the new Chancellor Olaf Scholz 
is evaluated.

With this backdrop, we look forward to our conversation with Ger-
man students. Please join us on Zoom on Sunday, April 24 at 2 p.m. 
Here is the link to register for the program: https://us02web.zoom.
us/meeting/register/tZAsdOCtrDIrH9F5aD7OCbRPV51ckPxSy-
ey1, Meeting ID: 841 3952 9155

try. Thousands are trapped in conflict zones in the east. Thousands 
more have fled the fighting. Federations are planning to allocate mil-
lions of dollars to our partner agencies on the ground. But the urgent 
needs continue.

Immediate and short term needs already total $20 million and 
include:

• Helping people make Aliyah to Israel 
• Securing the local community and its institutions
• Maintaining critical welfare services
• Assisting internally displaced people in multiple locations
• Launching an emergency hotline
• Securing temporary housing for people in transit
• Purchasing satellite phones to maintain communications 

across the region
• Securing five Jewish schools and training staff to manage cri-

sis needs
Our brothers and sisters in Ukraine are counting on us. Will you 

be there? Click on this link to donate today -- https://jfeds.org/
UkraineFund22

Click here for an updated backgrounder on the situation as of 
March 6, 2022.

UKRAINE CONT. FROM PG 11
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Remember to send in your subscription

Please update 
your address
When you forget to let us 

know you will be moving ei-
ther permanently to another 
locale or heading to Florida 
to stay warm over the winter 
months, the USPS charges 
the Jewish Leader 67 cents 
for each paper returned to us 
labeled Temporarily Away or 
Unable to Forward.

To keep our database cur-
rent please contact Mimi or 
Jenn at 860-442-8062 or at 
office@jfec.com and let us 
know when you are leaving, if 
and when you are returning, 
and whether you would like 
to receive the paper while 
you are away or at your new 
address.

Thank you for your 
thoughtfulness.
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Ivan M. Schmidt
Niantic -- It is 

with deep sadness 
that we announce 
the death of Ivan 
M. Schmidt, our 
beloved husband, 
father, and grand-
father. He began 
his next journey 
Feb. 26, 2022, at 
the Avalon Health 
Center at StoneR-
idge in Mystic. 
The son of Max 

Schmidt and Rose Margolis, 
Ivan was born in The Bronx, 
N.Y. Jan. 22, 1938. He spent 
much of his early years at his 
parents’ Catskills resort, the Grand Hotel in Parksville, N.Y.

He is survived by Joyce D. Schmidt, his wife of 63 years; children, 
Debra Schmidt Bach, Steven Schmidt, and Lisa Schmidt; daughter-
in-law Andrea Schein; grandchildren, Maya and Jonathan Bach; and 
brother-in-law David Dovner.

Ivan was known for his sharp wit, infectious and irreverent sense 
of humor, intelligence, love of fine food and wine, enjoyment of the arts 
and most of all, his devotion to his family. Although they are spread 
out geographically, from New York to Connecticut to Massachusetts to 
London, England, they remain a close, loving family.

Ivan attended Bronx High School of Science, where he was a Re-
gents Scholar, and received a BS from MIT and an MS from RPI. Pas-
sionate about his work as a metallurgist, his career spanned time 
working at CT Investment Castings, Wyman-Gordon, and United Tech-
nologies. His work-related projects afforded opportunities for Ivan 
to travel throughout the U.S., Central America, and Europe. Joyce fre-
quently joined Ivan on his work adventures.

In retirement, Ivan devoted his time to his family and his beloved 
grandchildren. He and Joyce were also avid and eager travelers, enjoy-
ing trips to Israel, Europe, Mexico, and throughout the United States.

He will be greatly missed by his family and friends.
The funeral took place at 1 p.m. Monday, Feb. 28, at the Thomas L. 

Neilan & Sons East Lyme Funeral Home, 48 Grand St., Niantic. In lieu 
of flowers, donations can be made in Ivan’s name to the Jewish Fed-
eration of Eastern Connecticut, Inc., 28 Channing St., New London, CT 
06320, https://www.JFEC.com, or the Brian Dagle Foundation, 461 
Main St., Niantic, CT 06357, https://brianshealinghearts.org. Con-
dolences may be shared on Ivan’s memorial page at www.neilanfu-
neralhome.com.

Groton -- Martin Condry, 
passed away on January 25, 
2022, at the age of 65. 

He is survived by his wife 
Susan Rosenthal Condry. He 
is the loving father of Jason 
Condry, Stacy Condry Bernier, 
and Lindsey Condry Lurch. 

He was the father-in-law 
of Amanda Condry and Adam 
Lurch and four beautiful 
grandchildren that adored 
him.

Martin Condry

By Andrew Lapin & Jarrad Saffren, JTA
Rabbi Simeon “Shim” Maslin, a national leader in the Reform 

movement who pushed Reform Jews to embrace lifecycle tradi-
tions and a more substantive interpretation of mitzvah, died from 
cancer on Jan. 29, 2022. He was 90.

Maslin was the senior rabbi at Reform Congregation Keneseth 
Israel in Elkins Park, Pennsylvania, for 17 years, from 1980 to 1997 
– his last stop in a 50-plus-year career that included positions in 
Chicago, Curaçao and Monroe, New York. He also served as presi-
dent of the Central Conference of American Rabbis, an organization 
uniting about 2,000 Reform rabbis.

As a Reform leader, Maslin wrote the book “Gates of Mitzvah” in 
1979, which, according to current KI Rabbi Lance Sussman, intro-
duced classic Jewish life cycle practices into the Reform movement.

“We Jews have not survived for 4,000 years in order to leave to 
the world a legacy of lox and bagels, nor in order to leave a legacy 
of ethnic comedy and best-selling fiction, not even to leave a legacy 
of Nobel Prize winners,” Maslin wrote in the book, explaining why 
he endeavored for Judaism’s most liberal denomination to better 
understand and appreciate religious tradition. 

Before “Gates of Mitzvah,” the movement focused less on ritual than 
on its platform of the moment, Sussman explained. It would hold con-
ventions to codify values like the affirmation of a belief in God or Zion-
ism. Maslin’s insight helped modern Jews go deeper and conduct baby 
namings, marriages and funerals in an authentic fashion. 

“He played that role of reintroducing tradition into Reform Juda-
ism,” Sussman said.

The book was so influential that Sussman had read it before he’d 
even met the leader of the congregation he would one day lead.

Reform Judaism is about navigating cultural change and keeping 
the religion relevant to each new generation. For most of the move-
ment’s history, starting in the 1800s, its leaders succeeded.

At a Pittsburgh convention in the 1880s, leaders affirmed the con-
cept of God, rejected the kosher laws, and described the Jewish expe-
rience as religious, not national or ethnic. During a Columbus, Ohio, 
gathering in the 1930s, leaders moved in the direction of Zionism and 
the idea of Jewish peoplehood.

Then in the 1970s, they supported the Civil Rights Movement while 
resisting the Vietnam War. But after that, the Reform movement fell 
into a malaise, according to Sussman.

“We’re not marching in the streets now,” he said, paraphrasing the 
prevailing ethos. “Where am I going to go?”

It was Maslin who provided the answer in “Gates of Mitzvah”: Fo-
cus on the timeless traditions that make up a Jewish life. The book 
was the first official CCAR publication to expound on the idea of mitz-
vah — commanded ritual and ethical behaviors — in Reform Judaism, 
according to Maslin protege Jeffrey Salkin, rabbi at Temple Israel in 
West Palm Beach, Florida. In a written remembrance Salkin credited 
his mentor for introducing the concept of mitzvah to the movement in 
the 1970s.

“In those days, for many Reform Jews, the word mitzvah usually 
only followed the word bar or bat,” Salkin wrote in Religion News Ser-
vice.

Maslin was a proponent of other innovative ideas within the Re-
form movement, including interfaith hospitality. “I’ve had Christians 
ask me many times, ‘Can I go to a Jewish service?’ Of course they can,” 
the Philadelphia Inquirer quoted him as saying. “There’s no secret cult 
here. Everyone is welcome.”

Born in 1931 in Winthrop, Massachusetts, near Boston, Maslin 
graduated from Harvard University. He was ordained in 1957 at He-
brew Union College in Cincinnati and would often volunteer as a chap-
lain on cruise ships so he could travel and meet Jews all over the world, 
according to the Inquirer.

Maslin described himself as a “religious naturalist.” In a 1997 piece 
for the Inquirer, he wrote: “The function of a Jew is to be co-creator, 
with God, of the world. The task of the human being is to perfect the 
world, using the tools God gives us.”

Simeon Maslin, dies at 90
Influential Philadelphia rabbi who brought tradition back to Reform Jews

Through his travels, he stayed 
close to his hometown, vacation-
ing in Maine with his family. He 
loved boating, fishing, the Boston 
Red Sox and going on long Sun-
day drives. As a retiree, he con-
ducted High Holiday services at 
Bowdoin College in Brunswick, 
Maine.

But what he perhaps loved 
most was spending time with his 
grandchildren. During her eulogy 
at Maslin’s funeral, Galia Godel, 
Maslin’s granddaughter, said “he 
made each of us feel special.”

Godel talked fondly of spend-
ing Maine mornings with him at 
the Bookland Cafe … eating lox on 
bagels.

Rabbi Simeon Maslin (Courtesy of 
Robert Sirota)
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Reserve Duty on the Golan Heights
Author’s Note: My 

son-in-law Nofar Shay, 
32, is a Company Com-
mander in the Reserves. 
This winter, he served 
four weeks on the Go-
lan Heights, patrolling 
Israel’s borders with 
Syria and Jordan. Upon 
returning, he put the 
following up on his 
Facebook page.

A month of opera-
tional activity ended 
last weekend. We came 
to this reserve duty af-
ter long weeks of hard 
work--planning and 
fighting for every sol-
dier. Days and nights of 

phone calls, zoom meetings, emails, and lists. We wrote down lots of 
requests and needs, preferences, and problems. We were sorry to hear 
that some had conflicts at work or at home, and we were very happy 
to see that others were able to step up, to help, to be flexible, and to 
give more.

Today we are back at our workplaces, businesses, occupations, and 
families. We each went back to a home in the city, in a moshav, in a vil-
lage, or in a kibbutz. This morning we were once again in traffic jams 
on the way to the office, or in class, at a business, library, construction 
site, plot of land, or laboratory. We are very different people but still 
a family. Very colorful and complex--there are a lot of differences be-
tween us but probably much more in common.

This was my first time doing reserve duty as a Company Com-
mander, and amidst the uncertainty the only thing I had clear was with 
whom I was going on this mission--the people who will accompany 

me in this process. I had no doubt 
that because of my friends from 
the battalion and the company I 
wouldn’t be alone for a moment, 
and today I can say that I am 
proud that these are the people 
around me. 

Thank you everyone for car-
ing for each other and for the 
missions, for professional and re-
sponsible work, for long hours of 
activity in the rain, mud, and cold 

of the Golan Heights. Thank you for days and 
nights of investment, for dedication and car-
ing. Thank you for the sacrifice and effort.

Even as we completed our mission, there 
were already others replacing us on the bor-
der. Commanders and soldiers like us who 
for a few weeks left family at home, wore uni-
forms, and showed up at the base. Gave up 
the regular school-exam period, postponed 
projects at work, and missed moments with 
the family. Now that I am back as a civilian, and after a month of re-
serves, I want to thank everyone who does this when we are at home, 

where our security is 
taken for granted.

Last week, be-
tween missions, we 
talked about the 
question “Why are 
you doing this,” a 
question that we 
hear a lot--some-
times from friends 
or our employer 
at work. We talked 
about it being a de-
bilitating question, 
and that it is a mark 
of weakness for our 
society. Reserve ser-
vice is difficult ser-
vice; it always arrives 
at the wrong time, in 
extreme weather, 
and it does not make 
financial sense. But 
it is also very signifi-
cant and important, 
and to me it is the 

insurance certificate of this country. So, I ask that all the questioners 
keep their question inside themselves, and if the need to respond aris-
es, then it is possible to speak powerfully, to say a good word.

Many thanks to our women and families who undertook this ser-
vice as well. From my perspective, they served the country no less than 
we did, held our personal home-front tight, and gave us good reasons 
to keep getting up for missions in torrential rain and for sorties in the 
middle of the night in unbearable cold.

Thanks go to Company C--who knew how to turn difficulties into 
experiences. You are champions.

From Teddy: I am extremely proud to say that on February 28, No-
far received his battalion’s “outstanding officer” award.

Teddy’s daughter, Ruthie, visits her spouse, 
Nofar, during a break in his deployment.

Nofar Shay and his unit take a break between patrols.

Nofar Shay on patrol.

HELPCONT. FROM PG 6

Hamantashen for Ukraine for sale. (Courtesy of Fine Bagels)

the L.A.-based vegan Jewish deli 
Mort & Betty’s, felt compelled 
as well to get involved. “Both my 
grandparents’ families survived 
and fled Soviet pogroms in Lithu-
ania. This part of my family his-
tory makes me want to do what 
I do best to support Ukrainian 
refugees.”

That means making sweet and 
savory hamantaschen using tart 
cherries and rye that Tucker said 

are traditional in Ukrainian cuisine. Los Angelinos can pre-order now 
through Tuesday, March 8, to pick up their Chocolate Dipped Cherry 
Almond Hamantashen at Crafted Kitchen in Downtown Los Angeles 
from Wednesday, March 16th through Thursday, March 17th.

At Mamaleh’s Delicatessen in Cambridge, Massachusetts, Rachel 
Sundet is donating 10 percent of all their hamantaschen sales to the 
fundraiser. “We’ve participated in similar kinds of fundraisers (like 
some of the Bakers Against Racism initiatives),” said Sundet. “And it al-
ways feels better to have something to do in times when we feel help-
less to what’s going on in the world.”

Supporters can choose from three flavors — chocolate-toffee, rasp-
berry-halvah, and date-walnut-white chocolate — to purchase indi-
vidually or in boxes of 12 from March 14 through March 20.

As word of the fundraiser 
got out, Chef Jeremy Umansky 
jumped on board, promising to 
start offering plum and peach 
hamantaschen for the cause 
next week at his Larder Deli-
catessen and Bakery in Cleve-
land.

“My family fled Ukraine to 
escape Russian persecution 
and death several generations 
ago,” said Umansky. “To see the 
same thing happen again in my 
life
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EastErn ConnECtiCut’s automotivE LEadEr for ovEr 38 YEars

INTRODUCING THE NEW 

2022 GENESIS GV70

GENESIS OF NEW LONDON
452 Broad Street, New London, CT 
860.443.8432  
www.GenesisOfNewLondon.com

Named MotorTrend’s 2022 SUV of the Year ®, the first ever GV70 is here to satisfy the cravings, 
needs and wants. Featuring incredible performance, athletic styling and advanced technology, 
this SUV proves that in the end, want wins. Limited availability.


