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SCHUMER CONT. ON PG 13

Join the Jewish Community Relations Council of the Jewish Fed-
eration of Greater Hartford, the Jewish Agency for Israel, and the 
Southern New England Consortium (SNEC) & Afula-Gilboa Part-
nership2Gether to explore Jewish community life in Ethiopia, the 
journey to Israel and life at the absorption center in Beit Alfa. The 
program takes place on Sunday, February 13, 2022, at 11 AM on 
Zoom. 

The session will include a virtual tour of the Jewish community 
life in Ethiopia and in Israel, guided by representatives from the 
Ethiopian community and the absorption center in the Afula-Gilboa 
area. Following the tour the panel, including Jewish Agency profes-
sionals, will discuss the process that brought Ethiopian Jewry to 
Israel and the successes and challenges of absorbing the new im-
migrants in Israel society. 

This is a free program; however, registration is required -- 
https://bit.ly/Ethiopia2Afula

Shared Society in Israel
The journey from Ethiopia to Afula-GilboaGreat news to report. Interim Executive Director, Marcia Reinhard, 

has been busy over the last three weeks on Zoom calls with the Jewish 
Agency interviewing emissaries for our community for the 2022-23 
school year. Marcia just completed the interview process on Tuesday, 
Feb. 8th and was able to secure our top choices for young emissaries. 
Eastern CT will have the pleasure of hosting Uma Fruchtman Roth and 
Omer Zohar (a girl and a boy respectfully) beginning in late Aug. 2022.

While the end of August seems to be a long way off, it’s never too 
early for us to have host families lined up and ready to welcome our 
young emissaries so they will have a place to call home and a family 
that will love them during their year of service in eastern CT.

Families with kids as well as empty nesters are asked to reach out 
to Marcia Reinhard at mreinhard@jfec.com or 860-235-4719. Mar-

The Young Emissaries are BACK!

cia will answer all your questions 
and provide the criteria for suc-
cessfully hosting a young emis-
sary.

By Ron Kampeas, JTA
Sen. Chuck Schumer, the most senior Jewish elected official in U.S. 

history, recited the Shema prayer at the National Prayer Breakfast on 
Thursday, Feb. 3, 2022.

The New York Democrat added a reading from Leviticus that em-
phasized unity, echoing the message President Joe Biden emphasized 
in his remarks at the same event. Biden in his remarks referred to the 
recent synagogue hostage crisis in Texas as an example of courage in 
the face of divisiveness.

Schumer, the majority leader in the Senate, appeared with Sen. 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., the body’s minority leader.

After thanking Biden and the co-hosts, Sens. Mike Rounds, R-S.D., 
and Kirsten Gillibrand, D-N.Y., Schumer began: “A reading from Deu-
teronomy, Dvarim,” Schumer began, reading the first line of the Shema, 
which mandates that Jews internalize the oneness of God, in Hebrew.

Schumer then said he would read from Leviticus 19:8. “Don’t take 
vengeance on or bear a grudge against any of your people, rather love 
your neighbor as yourself, I am Adonai,” he said in English.

That was of a piece with Biden’s appeal at the breakfast, the first 
since 2020 in person, for cross-partisan unity. Democrats said it was 
the overriding theme of the breakfast: Schumer thanked Rounds and 
Gillibrand especially for “revitalizing” the breakfast, an allusion both 
to the fact that it was held last year virtually and to the partisanship 
that had in recent years plagued what is designed to be a national uni-

Schumer recites the Shema prayer 
at National Prayer Breakfast

fying moment.
Former President Donald 

Trump had shocked participants 
at his own appearances for divi-
sive comments. In 2020, Trump, 
a Protestant, questioned the faith 
of Rep. Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., 
the Speaker of the U.S. House of 
Representatives who is a Roman 
Catholic, and Sen. Mitt Romney, 
R-Utah, one of Trump’s most 
prominent GOP critics, who is a 
Mormon.

Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer on the right and Minority 
Leader Mitch McConnell speak at the 70th National Prayer Breakfast 
at the U.S. Capitol. Feb. 3, 2022. (Saul Loeb/AFP via Getty Images)

By Ron Kampeas, JTA
Deborah Lipstadt, President Joe Biden’s nominee to be antisemi-

tism monitor, brought two Jewish guests to her Senate confirmation 
hearing: one whose rabbi was held hostage by an Islamist, another 
who hid markers of her Jewishness to protect herself from American 
Nazis.

With Anna Salton Eisen, a congregant at Congregation Beth Israel 
in Colleyville, Texas, and Diane D’Costa, a recent graduate of the Uni-
versity of Virginia, looking on, the eminent Holocaust historian made 
the point that antisemitism poses a threat wherever it originates.

“I am an equal-opportunity foe of antisemitism,” said Lipstadt, who 
is under consideration for the job to be the State Department envoy 
tracking antisemitism and meeting with foreign governments about 
combating the phenomenon. “Unless one is willing to fight Jew-hatred 
wherever one finds it, one should not be a nominee for this position.”

Lipstadt has the committee’s Democratic majority on her side, and 
Republicans appeared to be willing to move past their anger over her 
past statements critical of the party, meaning Lipstadt’s nomination 
appeared to be on track for approval… whenever she comes up for a 
vote. But no one in the Capitol seemed to know when that would be.

The lone exception to the nominee’s supporters was Sen. Ron John-

Deborah Lipstadt appears 
to secure bipartisan support 

son, a Wisconsin Republican who 
had made a statement last year 
about the Jan. 6 rioters that Lip-
stadt had said equated to “white 
supremacy.” Johnson accused 
Lipstadt at the hearing of spread-
ing “malicious poison.”

Nonpartisan Jewish organiza-
tions, noting the recent spike in 
antisemitism, have pressed for 
Lipstadt’s confirmation in the 
face of a bid by some Republican 
senators to block it. Though such 
groups are usually loath to weigh 
in on nominations, there was 
a full-throated push to get her 
confirmed following the Jan. 15 
hostage-taking crisis at a Texas 
synagogue.

LIPSTADT CONT. ON PG 11

https://bit.ly/Ethiopia2Afula
http://mreinhard@jfec.com
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Candle Lighting for Eastern CT area

Energy Saving  
Windows & Doors! 

Order Factory Direct! 

Vinyl Replacement &  
New Construction Windows 

          Storm Windows & Commercial Aluminum 

Professional Installation Available 

Railings & Fences of Many Styles 

860.848.9258 • www.alltimemfg.com 

Since 1946 

Sunday, April 24th at 2pm  
Save the Date 

A CONVERSATION WITH GERMANS: 
What is the German view of the Holocaust today?

JFEC and Hadassah's Henny Simon Remembrance
present

 The Annual Community
Yom HaShoah Program

Please note this program will take place on Zoom  

A Torah Moment - Tetzaveh
Dear friends,

I hope you’re all doing well, and suc-
cessfully navigating whatever snow and ice 
we may have been getting. Compared to 
last winter, as I recall, this winter has been 
mild. Some very cold weather, yes, but that 
is par for the course in these parts. Person-
ally, I like the winter, I even like the cold and 
the snow. What I don’t like is shoveling the 
white stuff, and I also don’t like ice. We had 
plenty of ice this past Shabbos. A “Shabbat 
shel kerach.” It is absolutely heartwarming 

when we can get a minyan in shul and can hold services on a Shabbos 
morning in this kind of weather. It shows the power of the “nekuda 
haYahadut,” which we all have inside of us; that essential, focused G-
dly core.

In this week’s parsha, Tetzaveh, there’s something unique, which 
many commentaries point out. Since the parsha in which Moses is 
born until the end of his life, he is mentioned by name in every parsha, 
except for this one. It is the one parsha where he is not mentioned by 
name! Rather, the Torah keeps stating “And you,” “and you,” referring 
to Moshe. Commentaries point this out and ask...why?!

It is explained that during the episode of the Golden Calf, Moshe 
said to G-d “Erase me now from your book...”  There’s a Torah principle 
that the curse of a wise man must be fulfilled, at least in some manner. 
That is why G-d “erased” him from this parsha. His name at least. 

Another reason: the 7th of Adar almost always falls during this 
week’s parsha, That date is Moshe Rabbeinu’s birthday as well as 

yahrtzeit. So, it is appropriate 
that his name not be mentioned. 

Other, more deeper insights 
are given. Here is one from the 
Zohar (zohar.com)

“We are also told that the uni-
ty of the name “And you” includes 
male and female, and therefore 

all that are wise-hearted. Those who built the tabernacle were able 
to do so only after the Holy Spirit secretly whispered to them how it 
should be done, since the Holy Spirit is alluded to in the name “And 
you.” Rabbi Shimon prays that the Supernal Light will not move away 
from the Lower Light, because when it does, light is not present in the 
world; it was because of this that the Temple was destroyed in the days 
of Jeremiah.”

We recently read the verse “Make for Me a sanctuary and I will 
dwell within them.” Not within “it,” which would make sense, but with-
in “them.” As the Alshich explains, within each and every individual 
Jewish person. 

It is my deepest prayer and wish that we all 
achieve this in our lifetimes, beginning right 
now. It is our inheritance, and therefore very 
doable. 

Shabbat Shalom,
Yosef Resnick

Rabbi Yosef Resnick, MSEd
Brothers of Joseph Synagogue
Historic Norwich, Connecticut, the “Rose 
of New England”
cell: 781.201.0377
google virtual office phone: 339.364.3044

http://www.zohar.com
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Article/Advertising
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January 7 December 31 1
January 21 January 14 2
February 11 February 4 3
February 25 February 18 4

March 11 March 4 5
March 24 March 18 6

April 8 (Passover issue)                       April 1 7
April 29 April 22 8

May 13 May 6 9
May 27 May  20 10
June 10 June 3 11
June 24 June 17 12

The Jewish Leader -- 2022  
Publication & Deadline Schedule

Mimi Perl, Editor / Email – mimi@jfec.com / Tel: 860-442-8062
Published twice  monthly on Fridays to 1,400 households annually

Paper is mailed on the publication date.

3 weeks between 
editions

Covid update regarding lunches
With Covid-19 hospitalizations finally beginning to wane, we will 

return to Kosher lunches on February 14 with Dona Casey’s delicious 
home style meatloaf.

For your information. . .
Kosher Hot Lunch and Kibbitz Sign Up Information & Location
The deadline to reserve your meal is the Thursday before the lun-

cheon by 12:00 noon. 
We must give TVCCA our final meal count by noon on the Thursday 

before our Monday lunch.  All lunches, unless noted, will take place at 
the Waterford Public Library in the MEETING ROOM , 49 Rope Ferry 
Road, Waterford, CT 06385 beginning at 12:00 NOON on MONDAYS.

Carly’s Schedule – Carly is available at 860-444 6333, Monday 
through Friday 9:00 AM to 3:00PM for all reservations or questions 
regarding senior services. 

February 14 -- Home-Style Meatloaf 
 We will be having Home-Style Meat-

loaf with a side of Mashed Potatoes and 
Mixed Vegetables including Zucchini, 
Peas and Carrots. 

February 21 -- NV Bakery & Market, 
40 Boston Post Rd., Waterford  

Lunch on your own. Back by popular 
demand we will be having lunch at Café 
NV and Bakery. Please call the Federa-
tion no later than Feb. 17 by 12 noon to 
make your reservation.

February 28 -- Home Made 
Macaroni and Cheese 

For lunch we will be having 
Macaroni and Cheese with a side 
of Broccoli and a Garden Salad. 

 
Under the weather? 

1. Have you tested positive for COVID-19?
2. Have any of your family members or others that you have been in 

close contact with tested positive for COVID-19? 
3. Have you been advised to self-isolate by 

a healthcare provider? 
4. Do you have a recent onset of any of the 

following potential COVID-19 related symp-
toms: cough, shortness of breath, fever, sore 
throat, muscle aches, loss of smell or taste, or 
GI issues?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, please do not come 
to lunch until your symptoms have cleared up.

February 2022 Senior Lunches

Please update your address
When you forget to let us know you will be moving either 

permanently to another locale or heading to Florida to stay 
warm over the winter months, the USPS charges the Jewish 
Leader 67 cents for each paper returned to us labeled Tempo-
rarily Away or Unable to Forward.

To keep our database current please contact Mimi or Jenn 
at 860-442-8062 or at office@jfec.com and let us know when 
you are leaving, if and when you are returning, and whether you 
would like to receive the paper while you are away or at your 
new address.

Thank you for your thoughtfulness.

The Jewish Federation of Eastern Connecticut’s Friendly Visitor 
Program is planning its activities for Purim and Passover. 

Under this initiative, vol-
unteers reach out to Jewish 
residents at long-term care 
facilities and homebound 
people in the eastern Con-
necticut community to 
spread Yiddishkeit and joy 
during the Jewish holidays 
and in between times. 

The initiative offers pro-
grams, in-person visits, phone calls, video calls, and gift bags for Rosh 
Hashanah, Purim, Passover, and Chanukah. 

Community members are invited to make phone calls to the home-
bound, help put gift bags together, deliver gift bags, and/or visit Jewish 

JFEC’s Friendly Visitor program -- 
help us help others

 

seniors in facilities or at home as 
COVID protocols permit. By help-

ing in any capacity, you 
are fulfilling the mitz-
vah of bikur cholim 
(visiting the sick).

This year Purim 
starts the evening of 
March 16 and Passover 
starts on April 15. If 
you would like to vol-
unteer or if you would 

like a friendly visitor to contact 
you, please contact Eileen Sha-
piro at jfriendlyvisitorect@
gmail.com. 



mailto:office@jfec.com
mailto:jfriendlyvisitorect%40gmail.com?subject=Volunteer
mailto:jfriendlyvisitorect%40gmail.com?subject=Volunteer
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Remember to send in your subscription

“We need to keep our faith.” 
I’ve had the joy of meeting and working with some 
amazing people at Congregation Beth El and have seen 
greater participation over time. During this time of COVID 
our congregation is more active than ever mostly through 
the safety of online and offers a wide variety of 
options for everyone.  – Rabbi Earl Kideckel

SERVICES
•  Daily Minyan
•  Shabbat Services
•  Holidays
COMMUNITY PROGRAMS 
•  Educational Presentations
•  Talks by local speakers
•  Lunch & Learn with the Rabbi
SOCIAL EVENTS
•  Distanced Gatherings
•  Musical Events
•  Curbside Meal Offerings
•  Schmooze Before & After Zoom Events

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME! 
860.442.0418 • bethel-nl.org

Realtor Corner
The New Year

By Geoff Hausmann
Well, 2021 has come to an end and the 

real estate market has been very successful, 
especially for sellers. The market remains 
strong as the market index is still at 1.7 months of inventory. We are 
being told by the National Association of Realtors that the market will 
remain very strong at least through July. After that, the home prices 
will remain stable for three years. The foreclosures that hit the market 
are being purchased very quickly at surprising purchase amounts.

In a strong real estate market, people come out of the woodwork 
thinking that they can make millions in this profession, so they decide 
to get licensed. There are some real estate agencies who will offer to 
hold your license provided you are breathing. Honestly, if they thought 
you could sell real estate while you are among the non-breathing, 
these agencies would keep you on.

With all the agents entering the market, the fun begins. This article 
contains situations that I have experienced. The sad thing is that ev-
erything is true.

A buyer called me up and was requesting details about a $400,000 
property. I offered to show her the property and explained what I do 
when I am at a property representing the buyer. The buyer said thank 
you, but her girlfriend just passed her exam two days ago and wanted 
to use her. I wished her good luck and asked why she called me in-
stead of calling her girlfriend. She responded that her girlfriend did 
not know how to use the MLS yet and had no knowledge of the home 
viewing process. There is more involved than unlocking a door.

Often, I browse the MLS (multiple listing service) to see what prop-
erties are not selling. I came across one property that caused me to 
start laughing. The agent listed the property in the wrong town. Think 
about it, you want to purchase in East Lyme so everyone knows that 
you should check out listings in New London.

I had a buyer very interested in a particular property. After doing 
a little research on this property, I informed my client there is no way 
this property was going to appraise due to the lack of comps in the 
area supporting the selling price. I discussed this with the listing agent 
with the response that her client wanted this price for the home and 
that she was comfortable to market the home at that price. Today, this 
property remains on the market and today marks day 92 on the 
market.

One of my listings had an enormous amount of interest. In fact, I 
ended up with seven offers on the property. One of the agents offered 
$25,000 under the asking price. I informed the agent that I had mul-
tiple offers on the property and requested the highest and the best 
offers in 48 hours from that point. The other agent told me that I was 
lying about the multiple offers and that I was just trying to get them to 
raise their offer. In the end when their offer was not accepted, that 
buyer was still was very surprised. 

For many people, purchasing a home may be your largest purchase. 
You would think you would want someone who knows what they are 
doing being in your corner. When hiring a real estate agent, please ask 
questions or just call me!

I started this article with stating 2021 had come to an end. I ended 
up with some prestigious awards including being named in the top five 
percent by Connecticut Magazine. I was named number one in New 
London and number two in New London County by Rate My Agent. 
RE/MAX also presented me with a very nice award. I am in this busi-
ness to assist you with your real estate needs, not to win awards, 
but it is nice to be recognized.

Please remember you can search for homes at www.CallThe-
HouseMan.com.

Do you have a question about real estate? Advice/responses will 
be made by: Geoff Hausmann, RE/MAX on the Bay, 860-443-4400, 
Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com

Karen Rosenberg, Co-Chair, Safe Futures’ Camp Hope committee, 
will speak after Emanu-El’s Havdalah service on Saturday, February 
19, 7:00PM on Zoom. 

Camp Hope provides the opportunity for children who have suf-
fered from the trauma of domestic violence to attend an overnight 
camping program designed especially for them. They get to swim, play 
ball, and enjoy campfires while dealing with their trauma and learning 
how to find pathways to Hope. How can we help these children find 
Hope in their future?

Contact the Emanu-El office by emailing Roberta at office@tewa-
terford.org to receive a link for the talk.

Finding HOPE at Camp Hope

Temple Bnai Israel, Congregation B’nai Shalom, Beth Jacob Syna-
gogue, Congregation Ahavath Achim, Congregation Beth El, and Tem-
ple Emanu-El will be hosting a joint HIAS Refugee Shabbat on Friday 
night, February 25 on Zoom and (as of this writing) in person at 
Temple Emanu-El. 

The American heri-
tage as a welcoming 
home for those fleeing 
oppression and danger 
in their home countries 
is a dear and often per-
sonal heritage for the 
Jewish community. We’ll 
be focusing our Refugee 
Shabbat service on mak-
ing sure that that heri-
tage is strengthened in 
our times in our communities. 

We’ll hear from Chris George, Executive Director of IRIS - Inte-
grated Refugee & Immigrant Services, which is the sponsoring orga-
nization for the refugees several of our congregations have helped or 
will help settle. We’ll also hear from a leader of the local efforts in our 
communities, Cheryl Molina from Start Fresh in Greater New London. 

The service will also include music and poetry that highlights the 
refugee issue, in addition to our traditional Shabbat prayers. This will 
be a wonderful opportunity to learn about this issue, celebrate accom-

HIAS Refugee Shabbat, Feb. 25, 7:30 PM
plishments, and give ourselves 
chizuk – strength – to continue 
the work of welcoming. 

This Shabbat is part of the 
national HIAS Refugee Shabbat 

i n i t i a t i v e . 
HIAS is the 
main Jewish 
organization 
working on 
refugee is-
sues. Draw-
ing on our 
Jewish values 
and history, 
it provides 
vital services 

to refugees and asylum seekers 
around the world and advocates 
for their fundamental rights so 
they can rebuild their lives.

Contact one of the sponsoring 
synagogues to receive a link for 
this service.

http://www.CallTheHouseMan.com
http://www.CallTheHouseMan.com
mailto:Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com
mailto:office@tewaterford.org
mailto:office@tewaterford.org
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    By  

Artie
  Dean

A Child of Immigrants
Editor’s Note: Artie Dean is busy with family for this edition, and 

he gave me carte blanche to run one of his previous columns. I went 
back to 2018 and found this column. I am hopeful you will enjoy re-
reading it or reading it for the first time.

This column is about growing up in Washington Heights, the neigh-
borhood in uptown Manhattan. My experiences might be typical of a 
first-generation Jew whose parents survived the Holocaust. I present 
here some details of my youth in hopes of highlighting the Jewish-Amer-
ican experience of the 50’s and 60’s. With the 
immigration debate heating up in congress 
our impressions are relevant and perhaps 
not dissimilar to the experiences of those who 
came before and those who will come after 
us. I hope this article makes you think of what 
it means for someone to be the child of im-
migrants in a new land. Then perhaps it can 
be more relevant than just the musings of a 
middle-class Jewish guy who got an educa-
tion and moved to the suburbs.

I was born on Audubon Avenue and 172nd 
St. near the George Washington Bridge. My 
earliest memories are of tiny rooms, dark-
ened stairways, and an ancient elevator that 
smelled of urine. While my mother, to this 
day, maintains the odors were from unruly 
pets, considering the characters that hung 
around the neighborhood I am not so sure. Despite the humble sur-
roundings, and immigrant population, apartments in Manhattan rent-
ed at a premium in those days. My grandparents lived upstairs. They 
showered me with attention, providing a loving counterpoint to the 
mean streets I sensed all around us. How could I know of the traumas 
they had suffered in Europe before they made it to New York? At age 6 
we moved a mile north to a new, city - subsidized housing project near 
Dykman Street where Washington Heights blended into Inwood. We 
lived 100 yards from the IRT subway el so the roar of trains populated 
my every waking moment. Despite the racket there were trees in the 
neighborhood and the building provided a small park that backed up 
to the wilderness of Fort George Hill. Fort Tryon Park, where the Jews 
of the area often strolled on Shabbat, was a ten-minute walk. We were 
moving up.

My parents, like so many other Jewish immigrants from Europe 
spoke with accents that revealed their Viennese background. Along 
with my grandparents they spoke Yiddish in the home, especially when 
they didn’t want me to know what they were talking about. You might 
think they would be embraced by the German Jewish population that 
arrived in the 20’s and 30’s. The German Jews lived in the upscale area 
west of Broadway near the Hudson River in what is now called Hud-
son Heights. They were wealthier, more established than my parents’ 
Austrian friends, having been so lucky as to emigrate before the war. 
Many German Jews worshipped at Breuers, the German inspired con-
gregation on 184th and Bennett. Most of my parent’s circle worshiped 
nearby at Inwood Jewish Center on Bogardus. If the congregations 
mixed at all, I never saw it. For reform Jews there was Mount Sinai on 
Broadway. Some of my friends with American born parents attended 
there. It would be nice to think we were one big happy Jewish family 
living together in the northern tip of Manhattan. More accurately we 
were separate enclaves living side by side trying to keep our traditions 
intact. 

From the age of 9, I tried to 
spend most of my free time in the 
schoolyard opposite my building. 
We played basketball on clank-
ing rims riveted to the school’s 
brick wall. Softball in the spring, 
football in the fall, basketball all 
year round. I heard the accents 
of the ethnic groups that made 
Washington Heights such a melt-
ing pot: Irish voices, Italian voic-
es, Dominican and Puerto Rican. 
Children of immigrants mixed 
in a way that their parents did 
not. We played the same games, 
jockeyed for access to the con-
crete playing fields, the basket-
ball courts, and the jewel of our 
neighborhood, Fort Tryon Park. 
My parents, like so many of my 
friend’s parents, had survived the 

Holocaust that swept the rem-
nant of the Jews of Europe into 
New York. Like so many cultures 
that seek out America, my par-
ents and their friends, yearned 
to maintain their way of life and 
avoid assimilation. Their chil-
dren…not so much.

I remember my childhood 
with a sense of awe and excite-
ment. The public schools mixed 
us all in together: Jews, gentiles, 
black and white. At age 6 my best 
friend, Dello, was black. I didn’t 
much care where or how he wor-
shipped. He was fun. I wanted to 
be a baseball player when I grew 
up like Mickey Mantle. As you can 
imagine, this was not the role 
model my family was hoping for.

I learned to play every sport 
in the schoolyard of PS152 on 
Nagle Avenue. There were black 
kids, brown kids, and white kids. 
Irish names like Sullivan, Italian 
names like Petrocelli. And then of 
course there were the Jews: Ger-
man Jews, Austrian Jews, Polish 
Jews. Czech Jews, Hungarians, Is-
raelis, all trying to navigate their 
way through New York’s public 
schools, a system that threw the 

children of immigrants together in the cultural cauldron of the 60’s 
and tried to make soup.

The system I saw in New York did initially seem to keep the Jews 
from the gentiles. Through a series of standardized tests we were put 
in different classes, stratified by our math and reading scores. Most of 
the Jews wound up in the same classes in a type of segregation backed 
up by testing. I will leave it to sociologists to study the effect, but I 
know it sponsored a sense of “us and them,” that remained unbro-
ken despite the School Busing program that began in 1963. But city 
life in 1960’s New York did everything to tear down the barriers of a 
segregated society. I played Little League baseball up in the Inwood 
Park playing fields. Assigned to the St. Jude’s church sponsored team 
I played with Irish and Italian kids. The teams played their games on 
Saturday, a definite no-no for the orthodox Jews of our circle. After 
much begging, my parents, who insisted we keep the Sabbath, let me 
skip services to play ball.  

My coach, Mr. Coffee, an Irishman with the hint of a brogue called 
me Deano. I liked that better than the Avraham my Hebrew school 
teachers insisted upon. Although I avoided walking past our syna-
gogue dressed in my St. Jude’s uniform you can imagine my discom-
fort at shunning Junior Congregation at my orthodox shul, for baseball. 

Sometimes, on the way home from a game, my knees 
covered in dirt and grass stains, I’d pass friends of my 
parents on their way home from services. I’d scrunch 
up my shoulders, tilt the brim of my cap down to ob-
scure my face and walk briskly, hoping to avoid their 
incredulous gaze.

So, while parents did everything they could to raise 
children in their own image, devoted to Jewish tradi-
tions, life on the streets and the schools did everything 
to make us blend together. The result? Certainly not a 
homogenized smoothie, perhaps something more like 
a patchwork quilt, with each swath of cloth struggling 
to maintain its color and originality. 

The religious life of Washington Height’s Jewish 
children revolved around the schools and the syna-
gogue youth groups. My experience was eclectic to say 
the least and unfortunately mostly traumatic. I spent 
six months at age 6 at Yeshiva Soloveichik. Appar-
ently, I was not Yeshiva material. Whether forgetting 

to wear my tzitzits or failing to memorize the aleph bet in a timely 
manner, my memories include long stints wearing a dunce cap at the 
front of the room, sniveling into my sleeve. When we moved to Inwood 
I begged for a reprieve. The deal my father offered: OK, no Yeshiva, 

IMMIGRANTS CONT. ON PG 13
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Remember to send in your subscription

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR for the  

Jewish Federation of Eastern CT  

The Jewish Federation of Eastern CT, is seeking a visionary,  
hands on Executive Director, who will work collaboratively  
with all facets of the Jewish community and the community at large.  

This position requires a broad range of abilities.  
The Executive Director must be energetic,  
with the ability and the desire to promote the vibrancy,  
diversity and unity of the Jewish Community,  
as well as outreach to the greater community. 

Interested candidates should submit a resume and cover letter  
including relevant education and employment history to jfec.exec@gmail.com.   

A Job Description will be provided upon request. 

All inquiries will be kept confidential.   

For more information about JFEC, go to www.JFEC.com. 

Judy Engel, President 
of Congregation Beth El, 
has started an initiative to 
boost the morale of area 
healthcare workers by pro-
viding them with catered 
meals. The first meal was 
ordered and catered by 
Panera Bread and served 
to 34 people of the ICU and 
CCU daytime and evening 
shifts at L+M Hospital in 
New London. Each shift 
costs $419 to feed. Judy co-

ordinated the meals at L &M Hospital with Judi Goldberg. Meals have 
also been delivered to Backus Hospital for day and evening shifts.

Judy is reaching out to anyone who would like to donate to the 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund and earmark it for meals for healthcare 
workers. Make your check payable to Congregation Beth El and mail 
it to PO Box 1310, New London, 06320. 

Please feel free to contact Judy if you have any questions, judith.
engel1@gmail.com. Thank you in advance for your support of this 
initiative.

Healthcare workers  
morale booster initiative

By Faye Ringel
Temple Bnai Israel and Hadassah of Eastern Connecticut are pre-

senting a series of Zoom programs on the theme of “The People of the 
Book,” open to the entire community. Winter is a great time to stay in-

doors, read books, and 
listen to audiobooks or 
podcasts. 

The series continues 
in February and March 
with a focus on Jewish 
women who are writ-
ing in the genres of the 
fantastic. 

On Sunday, Febru-
ary 20 at 7 pm (note 
evening time), author 
and professor Dr. Gil-
lian Polack of Canber-
ra, Australia will speak 
about her many novels 
of fantasy and science 

fiction that draw on her scholarship in Medieval literature and Jewish 
history and legend. Her recent Jewish-themed novels include The Wiz-
ardry of Jewish Women and The Green Children Help Out. A year ago, Dr. 
Polack was honored by the Australian Science Fiction Foundation with 
the 2020 A. Bertram Chandler Award, given for “Outstanding Achieve-
ment in Australian Science Fiction.” 

On Sunday March 20 at 7 pm, author Barbara Krasnoff of New York 
will speak on her transformation of Jewish legend and family history 
in her fantasy novel-in-stories The History of Soul 2065.

Questions and comments are encouraged, and all are invited. Zoom 
links will be provided close to the date of the program: If interested, 
contact Faye Ringel fayeringel@hotmail.com.

People of the Book – 
Sunday, Feb. 20

By Alex Ritman, The Hollywood Reporter
Shooting scenes in space in front of a greenscreen may soon be-

come a thing of the past.
Space Entertainment Enterprise (SEE) — the company co-pro-

ducing Tom Cruise’s upcoming space movie with Doug Liman — has 
revealed plans to launch 
a TV and film studio, 
alongside a stream-
ing content studio and 
sports arena, in space, 
scheduled for a late 
2024 opening.

Named SEE-1, the mi-
crogravity film, TV, sport 
and entertainment pro-
duction and broadcast 
module — a world first 
— would be fitted to the 
Axiom Station, a com-
mercial space station be-
ing built by Axiom Space 
that would attach to the 
current International 
Space Station before or-
biting on its own.

Plans for the module 
include hosting film, TV, 
music and sports events, 
as well as artists, producers and creatives who want to produce con-
tent in the low-orbit microgravity environment, while also enabling 
the development, production, recording, broadcasting and live-
streaming of content. SEE also intends to produce its own content and 
events in the module as well as make them available to third parties.

SEE is co-founded by Elena and Dmitry Lesnevsky, who are co-pro-
ducing Cruise’s first ever Hollywood motion picture filmed in outer 
space. Its partners, consultants and advisors include former HBO, En-
demol and Viacom execs, alongside NYC-based investment bank GH 
Partners. The company is currently in discussions with investors and 
commercial partners on the project with a further fundraising round 
planned shortly.

“SEE-1 is an incredible opportunity for humanity to move into a 
different realm and start an exciting new chapter in space,” said Dmi-

Film Studio to Be Launched  
in Space in 2024

try and Elena Lesnevsky. “It will 
provide a unique, and accessible 
home for boundless entertain-
ment possibilities in a venue 

packed with innovative 
infrastructure which will 
unleash a new world of 
creativity. With world-
wide leader Axiom Space 
building this cutting-
edge, revolutionary fa-
cility, SEE-1 will provide 
not only the first, but 
also the supreme quality 
space structure enabling 
the expansion of the two 
trillion-dollar global en-
tertainment industry 
into low-Earth orbit.”

SEE-1 is scheduled to 
become operational in 
December 2024, early in 
Axiom Station’s on-orbit 
assembly. When the sta-
tion’s initial configura-
tion is completed and 
it is ready to separate 
from the ISS in 2028, the 

studio module is set to comprise 
one-fifth of its total volume.

“From Jules Verne to Star Trek, 
science fiction entertainment 
has inspired millions of people 
around the world to dream about 
what the future might bring,” 
said SEE’s COO Richard John-
ston. “Creating a next-generation 
entertainment venue in space 
opens countless doors to create 
incredible new content and make 
these dreams a reality.”

An artist’s rendering of the SEE-1 module COURTESY OF 
S.E.E.

mailto:judith.engel1%40gmail.com?subject=Healthcare%20Workers
mailto:judith.engel1%40gmail.com?subject=Healthcare%20Workers
mailto:fayeringel%40hotmail.com?subject=People%20of%20the%20Book
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President’s Message by Karen Bloustine

Hadassah News
President’s Message

by Karen Bloustine

Bravo to Hadassah’s nurses!
Hadassah’s Research and Innovation Center in Nursing, the only 

such center of its kind in Israel, is introducing wonderful programs 
and procedures that put patients first and improve outcomes.

Despite the best efforts of our medical caregivers, certain medical 
procedures can be painful or unpleasant. Do we just “grin and bear it,” 
or can we come up with better methods to mitigate the pain? Do we 
have to suffer when, for example, the use of an anesthetic is prohibitive 
for a short but painful procedure?  

Not if Hadassah Medical Organization nurses can help it. In our 
hospitals in Jerusalem, nurses are introducing virtual-reality headsets 
so patients can focus on calming landscapes during unloved proce-
dures. Research has shown that virtual reality helps in making surgical 
procedures less painful and anxiety-producing and can even improve 
outcomes. It’s the idea of the Research and Innovation Center directed 
by Sigal ShafranTikva. He says: “Nurses are already adept at thinking 
on their feet and finding solutions for problems as they arise. This for-
malizes their ideas.”

Personal Oncology Nurse Coordinator at Hadassah Hospital Ein 
Kerem, Dalia Gordon, approached the innovation center to find a way 
to help patients when they go home and inevitably come up with ques-
tions. The center developed a chatbot, not a “leave your name and we’ll 
get back to you” message center but a way for patients to get answers 
to their pressing questions in real time. The Orthopedics Depart-
ment is already using the new approach. For more information on the 
world-class research and medical care and innovations at Hadassah 
Hospital, go to Hadassah.org.

By Sheila Horvitz
A groundbreaking biography 

of Hadassah founder Henrietta 
Szold has been awarded the top 
prize in this year’s National Jew-
ish Book Awards.

Dvora Hacohen, a professor 
in the department of Israel Stud-
ies at Bar-Ilan University in Is-
rael, wrote: “To Repair a Broken 
World: The Life of Henrietta 
Szold, Founder of Hadassah” It 
was named the Everett Family 
Foundation Book of the Year and 
is also the winner of the Award for 
Best Biography.

The author researched diaries, 
archival documents, and letters 

to present the most detailed and authoritative portrayal of Henrietta 
Szold’s life, not only as the founder of Hadassah, but as a pioneer in 
immigrant education, women’s advocacy for Zionism, healthcare, and 
rescue of children from the Holocaust in Europe to Palestine. She de-
voted her life to creating opportunities for Jewish women and sought 
to empower them and foster a spirit of social commitment and passion 
for work outside of their personal lives. It was revolutionary for her 
time.

Hacohen said that her journey of discovering the details of Szold’s 
life led her to many places and special people, including Supreme Court 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg who wrote the foreword to the book. Jus-
tice Ginsburg’s mother was inspired by Henrietta Szold and in turn, 
Ginsburg herself was inspired by Szold’s fight for women’s equality 
and the rights of the underprivileged - ideals she translated into her 
work as an advocate and Justice. 

The hope is that this biography of Henrietta Szold will introduce a 
new generation to this remarkable leader. 
Born in Baltimore in 1860, Henrietta Szold 
was driven from a young age by the mis-
sion of tikkun olam, “repair of the world.” 
Herself the child of immigrants, she was 
a pioneer in establishing a night school to 
teach English to Russian Jews when mil-
lions of European Jews were immigrating 
to America in the 1880s and 1890s. She be-
came the first woman to study at the Jew-
ish Theological Seminary and was the first 

Henrietta Szold biography wins top prizes
editor for the Jewish Publication 
Society. In 1912 she founded Ha-
dassah, the international wom-
en’s organization dedicated to 
health, education, and humani-
tarian work in Palestine - and 
from these beginnings imagined 
and built the far-reaching, world-
class infrastructure of medical, 
research and educational institu-
tions in Israel. A passionate Zion-
ist, she sadly died in 1945 just 
a few years before the State of 
Israel was established. And if all 
of that was not enough, perhaps 
her greatest achievement was 
the rescue of thousands of chil-
dren from peril during the Holo-
caust years to refuge in Palestine. 
Youth Aliyah remains her legacy 
today in Israel. The biography 
also reveals the heartbreak of 
her longing and unrequited love 
affair with a younger famous Tal-
mudic scholar. She never married 
or had children - but considered 
all Israeli children her own and 
her life was the inspiration for 
Mother’s Day in Israel, now cel-
ebrated as Family Day. 

For more information on Hen-
rietta Szold and Hadassah - visit:

www.Hadassah.org

By Judith Deglin, Sheila Hor-
vitz, Romana Primus, Marcia 

Reinhard
This year, The Jewish 

Federation of Eastern Con-
necticut and Hadassah’s 
Henny Simon Remem-
brance are partnering to 
present the Annual Commu-
nity Yom HaShoah program 
on Sunday, April 24 at 2 PM 
on Zoom.

The program will include 
our traditional candle-light-
ing ceremony and a special 

panel discussion: “A Conversation with Germans: What is the Ger-
man view of the Holocaust Today.” The honor of lighting memorial 

A Conversation with German students and teachers
Special Yom HaShoah event - April 24 - 2 PM Zoom  

The strength of community/The call to remember
candles will go to daughters of Holocaust survivors. Area Rabbis will 
offer prayers and commentary.

The backdrop of our panel discussion is the theme of Return - re-
turning to Germany by invitation of German officials, to honor victims 
and survivors by commemorating the Holocaust with memorials, 
museums and other tokens of atonement and remembrance. Henny 
Simon returned 3 times to her home city of Hannover. Judi Deglin’s 
family was invited to her mother’s home town. Romana Primus, born 
in a D.P.camp after the War returned to Germany; and Emanuel Aaron-
son Rund returned to the sites of his grandparents’ murders and com-
memorated their lives through art - making films that utilized German 
students to help with his interviews of Nazis and survivors. 

We will explore the question of how the Germans view the Holo-
caust  - and how their views have evolved since the end of WWII. In 
addition to Judi Deglin, Romana Primus and Emanuel Rund, panelists 
will include young German students and two educators from Judi’s 
family’s home town, Gerhard Hoffmann and Dawn Colton-Mund.

In light of the rise of authori-
tarianism, the rising incidence 
of antisemitism in Europe and 
America, the rise in white Su-
premacy, neo-Nazism and Holo-
caust denial and distortion, we 
hope our discussion will be rel-
evant and enlightening.

Stay tuned for more details in 
coming stories. Here is the link to 
use to register for the program on 
April 24th at 2 PM.

https://us02web.zoom.us/
meeting/register/tZAsdOC-
trDIrH9F5aD7OCbRPV51ckPx-
Syey1 - Meeting ID:    841 3952 
9155

http://hadassah.org
http://Hadassah.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAsdOCtrDIrH9F5aD7OCbRPV51ckPxSyey1 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAsdOCtrDIrH9F5aD7OCbRPV51ckPxSyey1 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAsdOCtrDIrH9F5aD7OCbRPV51ckPxSyey1 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAsdOCtrDIrH9F5aD7OCbRPV51ckPxSyey1 
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Emanu-El’s SAC members enjoy preparing food
Members of Temple Emanu-El’s Social Action Committee happily preparing food 

at the New London Meal Center. These individuals want to express how much they 
enjoy gathering to do this as a group. They hope to encourage more people to vol-
unteer in the same way. 

If you would like to volunteer, reach out to either Karen Bloustine (bloustinek@
gmail.com), or Sybil Nassau (sybil.nassau@yahoo.com), Social Action Committee co-
chairs.

mailto:bloustinek@gmail.com
mailto:bloustinek@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Dropbox/11%20Feb%202022%20Leader/Local/sybil.nassau@yahoo.com
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By Simone Lerner
On Sunday, February 6, our JFEC Senior Youth 

Group/Yachad BBYO was able to have our first event 
since December! The holiday season, combined with 
the pandemic, made it really difficult to schedule an 
in-person event. Because of Covid, we are not currently 
able to be indoors together. However, Mother Nature 
thankfully gave us a much needed break from the crazy 
weather, and we were able to have a super fun outdoor 
event! 

We all bundled up and met at Emmerson Kaye’s 
house. Emmerson is our board’s MIT Mom, Member-
ship VP. We are so grateful to Emmerson and her fam-
ily for letting us use their driveway and firepit! The fire 
gave us much needed warmth as we stood outside in 
the cold while also giving us a way to cook the central 
focus of the event--pita bread!

Our S’ganit, VP of Programming, Bayla Mccaffrey, 
planned the event and made the dough for our pita 
bread. She showed us all how to roll it out, and then 
we cooked it over the fire. To cook it, we used a super 
cool metal shell, called a “tabun” that Ella Sackett gener-

ously let us use for the event! Many of you may recall, in 
the days of Young Emissaries and our Yom Ha’Atzmaut an-
nual event, that Ella Sackett would be outside cooking the 
Pita on the Tabun which many would go outside and enjoy 
with some delicious toppings like Hummus, Israeli Choco-
late and others.  Today, the pita turned out great, and we 
paired it with similar delicious toppings--Nutella, straw-
berries, and also hummus, much like in the past. When we 
finished making and enjoying our pita, we removed the 
tabun and used the open fire to make s’mores and roast 
marshmallows. We had both original graham crackers and 
chocolate ones! They were yummy!

After enjoying our pitot, (Hebrew plural for pita) we 
played a really fun game that Bayla planned for us. It was 
called salad bowl, and it was a combination between Ta-
boo and Charades. We all wrote nouns down on little piec-
es of paper and put them in the salad bowl. Then, Bayla 
split us up into two teams. The first round was the Taboo 
round--you choose a word, and then say any word relat-
ing to it. For example--if the word you got was “banana”, 
you could say “fruit” and  “yellow” and 
your teammates have to guess what 
word is on the slip. After we had gone 

Yachad BBYO chapter back  
together again in person

through all the words in the bowl, we moved on to the 
second round--Charades. We used the same papers, and 
members of each team had to act out the word for their 
teammates. This round is harder than saying words, but 
it is made easier by the fact that the words were already 
guessed. The game was really fun and we had a lot of 
laughs in the process.

Overall, there were so many laughs coming from our 
group throughout the short 75-90 minutes.. Despite the 
cold, we had a really good time. It was so great to be back 
together, in-person, and we can’t wait to have more events 
soon (hopefully indoors!!). 

If you are interested in joining us for our next event, 
please reach out to Simone Lerner at lernersimonem@
gmail.com or Marcia Reinhard at mreinhard@jfec.com.  
Newbies are always welcome!

mailto:lernersimonem%40gmail.com?subject=BBYO
mailto:lernersimonem%40gmail.com?subject=BBYO
mailto:mreinhard%40jfec.com?subject=BBYO
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You Are NOT Alone
an online session

Sunday, March 13 
 2 PM EST / 9 PM ISR

REGISTER HERE

Join the Southern New England
Consortium & Afula-Gilboa Partnership in

Aviv Tessler
Director of the Education Department at HRCC
B.A. in Psychology & Literature and a Graduate
student in Gender Studies at Tel Aviv University

Aviv has extensive experience working with
youth, educational teams and parents on the

subjects of sexual education and providing tools
for dealing with sexual violence.

The Rape Crisis Center - Afula Branch
will share with us their practices with victims of
sexual assault and how they promote education

for proper sexuality in the community.

By Brian Blum, Israel21c
In the fight against Covid-19, new antiviral medications that can 

be delivered orally as pills, such as Pfizer’s Paxlovid or Merck’s Mol-
nupiravir, have the potential to transform a deadly pandemic into a 
manageable disease.

Now, an Israeli medical diagnostics startup is throwing its pharma-
ceutical hat into the antiviral ring.

Tollovir from Todos Medical just completed a double-blind, ran-
domized placebo-controlled Phase 2 clinical study, which closed early 
after initial data showed positive efficacy among 31 hospitalized Co-
vid-19 patients. Results showed clinical improvement 2.7 days faster 
than the placebo group. The drug was tested on the Alpha, Beta and 
Delta variants of Covid, but not on Omicron.

There were no Covid-related deaths in the Tollovir group vs. 22% 
Covid-related deaths in the placebo group. One Tollovir patient re-
quired mechanical ventilation.

At least one Israeli medical center, Shaare Zedek in Jerusalem, is 
now permitting Tollovir on a “compassionate use” basis.

The next step will be a Phase 2/3 clinical trial to support emer-
gency use authorizations in the United States and Europe.

“We have already begun preparing manufacturing for commercial 
quantities of Tollovir so that we will be able to deliver shipments in 
jurisdictions where we expect to be granted accelerated emergency 
use authorization,” said Todos CEO Gerald Commissiong.

Tollovir is a 3CL protease inhibitor with strong anti-cytokine activ-
ity. Cytokine storms and cytokine release syndrome are life-threaten-
ing systemic inflammatory syndromes, often triggered by a virus such 
as Covid-19.

Discovered by Technion chemist Dorit Arad in 2004, 3CL protease 
inhibitors are enzymes that play an essential role in the replication of 
viruses such as SARS-CoV-2.

Todos was founded in Rehovot and has an office in New York City. 
The company entered a joint venture with NLC Pharma to develop 
both 3CL protease inhibitors and diagnostic tests that target the spe-
cific enzyme. Arad founded NLC Pharma in 2006 and currently serves 
at its CTO.

“The recent emergence of the Omicron variant has been pushing 
healthcare systems to the brink of collapse,” Arad said. “Tollovir could 
be an incredibly powerful tool to reduce death and stabilize patients 
faster, thereby reducing their recovery time from this debilitating dis-
ease. Tollovir will help flatten the curve by freeing up hospital capac-
ity to see more patients and perform other more routine non-COVID 
related hospital treatments.”

Covid-19 antiviral drug 
shows promising results

Photo by Michelle Leman from Pexels

By Danny Zaken, Globes/Jerusalem Post 
The biggest news from Israeli President Isaac Herzog’s visit to the 

United Arab Emirates was not to do with diplomacy or defense but 
rather the huge sums that Abu Dhabi plans to invest in Israel.

Sources close to the matter have told Globes that UAE Crown Prince 
Mohamed bin Zayed has decided to unfreeze the $10 billion in invest-
ments in Israeli companies that he promised former prime minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu. The UAE’s large sovereign funds will divide the 
investments between them, including the ADIA Fund and the Mubada-
la Fund, although the first fund that will enter the Israeli market is the 
ADG (Abu Dhabi Growth) Fund, part of the ADQ Group. This fund plans 
investing $200 million in 2022 in Israeli companies, and a similar sum 
each year over 10 years.

A senior source in the UAE told Globes that Abu Dhabi has been 
waiting patiently for the Israeli political scene to stabilize before re-
newing the process of fulfilling bin Zayed’s promise. Herzog’s visit, 
personal, diplomatic but not political, meant that he was the right per-
son at the right time to officially start the investment process.

ADG Fund chairman Faris Mohammed Al Mazrouei met with sev-
eral members of the small Israeli delegation that accompanied Presi-

UAE proceeding with planned  
$10b. Israel investments

dent Herzog. At meetings in Abu 
Dhabi, the Israelis and Emiratis 
spoke about the mechanisms for 
the investment and how organi-
zations like the Manufacturers 
Association of Israel and the Is-
rael Export Institute would help 
direct the investments.

Another important link in the 
chain will be Start-Up National 
Central, which in recent years has 
specialized in matching up Israeli 
startups with investors. Start-Up 
National Central CEO Avi Hasson, 
who traveled to the UAE as part 
of President Herzog’s delegation, 
told “Globes” that the unfreezing 
of the $10 billion by the UAE for 
investment in Israel was highly 

UAE CONT. ON PG 13

presents
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Everyone counts:   We are counting on you!
Here in Eastern Connecticut the JFEC works to support, sustain 

and revitalize Jewish life. But we can’t do it without you.  
Send in your donation today.

Christians United for Israel, a conservative evangelical group that 
has the ear of many Senate Republicans, also endorsed her. “As her 
confirmation hearing showed today, Dr. @deborahlipstadt is the right 
person at the right time for the position of Special Envoy to Monitor 

and Combat #Antisemitism,” the group said Tuesday in a tweet.
The pressure seems to have paid off: Questions from the Repub-

lican who took the lead at the hearing, Marco Rubio of Florida, were 
friendly, and another Republican, Rob Portman of Ohio, repeatedly 
said Lipstadt was qualified for the position.

The two women seated behind Lipstadt at a COVID-safe distance 
in the cavernous Senate Foreign Relations Committee hearing room 
were a visible representation of her argument that antisemitism could 
emerge from all corners.

Eisen, along with her 100-year-old Holocaust survivor mother, is 
a congregant of the synagogue where a British Islamist held the rabbi 
and three congregants at gunpoint for 11 hours in Colleyville, Texas, on 
Jan. 15. The hostages managed to flee, and the assailant was killed in a 
shootout with federal agents. Elsewhere on the Hill, that synagogue’s 
rabbi, Charlie Cytron-Walker, was virtually testifying at another hear-
ing advocating for increased synagogue security funds.

D’Costa was moving into her dorm room in August of 2017 when 
neo-Nazis marched on the University of Virginia campus in Charlottes-
ville, chanting, “Jews will not replace us.” She said she hid effects that 
could give her away as Jewish, such as a hamsa necklace. The next day, 
a neo-Nazi drove his car into a crowd of counterdemonstrators, killing 
one and injuring at least another 20.

D’Costa and Lipstadt both testified at the lawsuit brought last year 
against the Charlottesville marchers. Integrity First for America, the 
group that organized the lawsuit, said Lipstadt’s testimony showed 
she had the chops for the job. “She stood up to the defendants’ horrific 
attempts to normalize their extremism, so effectively, in fact, that most 
knew better than to try to cross-examine her,” the group said Tuesday 
in a statement.

Democrats on the panel repeatedly noted that the lead Republican, 
James Risch of Idaho, had delayed Lipstadt’s confirmation because of 
her past attacks on Republicans. “It’s good to see you here, we’ve been 
trying to get you here for a while,” Sen. Ben Cardin, D-Md., who is Jew-
ish, said to Lipstadt upon entering the room.

“I am truly disappointed it took this long,” the committee chairman, 
Sen. Robert Menendez, D-N.J., said in his opening remarks.

Risch acknowledged the delay, saying he had heard the “grumbling”, 

and said that it was a “learning” 
opportunity for nominees who 
attack members of the commit-
tee who may one day confirm 
them. (Johnson is a committee 

member.) Nonetheless, Risch 
hinted that he might be ame-
nable to moving her forward: 
Her nomination, he said, was 
“important.”

Rubio, the chairman of the 
Western Hemisphere subcom-
mittee of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, was the 
lead questioner.

Rubio alluded to Lipstadt’s 
past statements critical of Re-
publicans, but did not chide 
her, instead asking her to ex-
plain them. Lipstadt said she 
had learned not to tweet “in 
the middle of the night” and 
also noted that she had been 
“exceptionally critical of mem-
bers of the Democratic Party.”  
(Lipstadt had in 2019 accused 
Rep. Ilhan Omar, D-Minn,, of 
peddling the antisemitic “dual 
loyalty” trope.)

Rubio then pitched Lip-
stadt a softball, asking her 
opinion of the recent Amnesty 
International report accusing 
Israel of apartheid. The ques-
tion gave her the opportunity 

to denounce the report and the 
usage of the term, which has be-
come a red flag for centrist and 
right-wing pro-Israel communi-
ties.

Johnson dropped by the hear-
ing long enough to make clear he 
would oppose Lipstadt’s nomina-
tion, saying she had been guilty of 
“malicious poison” in a tweet she 
posted last year. Johnson had told 
a talk show host last March that 
the Jan. 6 rioters, who sought to 
stop Congress from affirming Joe 
Biden’s presidential election and 
who injured some 140 police in 
a deadly insurrection, did not 
pose a threat and “loved their 
country”; he would have been 
concerned, he said, if Black Lives 
Matters protesters had been in 
the Capitol.

“This is white supremacy/na-
tionalism,” Lipstadt tweeted then, 
attaching an account of Johnson’s 
remarks. “Pure and simple.”

Lipstadt told Johnson on 
Tuesday that she regretted the 
tweet and said she was describ-
ing her views on an outlook, not 
Johnson personally. He would not 
have it, but he thanked Lipstadt 
for expressing her regret about 
the tweet, noting Menendez had 
never apologized for a similar ac-
cusation he made against John-

LIPSTADT CONT. FROM PG 1

Deborah Lipstadt, President Joe Biden’s nominee to be antisemitism 
monitor, testifies in the Dirksen Office building near the U.S. Capitol, 
Feb. 8, 2022. (Ron Kampeas)

son on the Senate floor.
Menendez concluded the hearing by ridiculing Johnson for asking 

public officials not to state the obvious.
“When you … describe those who stormed the Capitol on January 6, 

as people who, quote, ‘respect law enforcement,’ they love this coun-
try, but you would have worried if they were Black Lives Matter, I think 
that’s deeply, deeply problematic,” Menendez said.

He noted the specific threat that some of the rioters posed to Jews. 
“It’s also worth pointing out that the rioters on that day literally wore 
Nazi symbolism,” he said. “Maybe the senator wasn’t afraid for his life, 
but every Jewish person in the Capitol certainly had reason to be con-
cerned with their lives.”

Identifying antisemitism was critical to the monitor’s work, Menen-
dez said. “If you can’t call out an antisemitic trope or prejudice, how in 
God’s name are you going to do this job?”

Lipstadt has also got some flack from the Israel-critical left for her 
attacks on Omar and others, but that chatter did not emerge during 
the hearing. Sen. Chris Van Hollen, D-Md., praised her for distinguish-
ing between antisemitism and criticism of Israel. In her reply, Lipstadt 
embraced the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance defini-
tion of antisemitism, which some on the left reject because it includes 
some hardline anti-Israel criticism under the antisemitism rubric.

that they protect against all discrimination and preserve the status of 
the State of Israel as being a Jewish and democratic state. Not Jewish, 
not democratic, but Jewish and democratic. That means that, since its 
establishment, this country has specifically protected the rights of re-
ligious and ethnic minorities by law.

Does that mean there’s no racism in Israel? Of course not, like in 
any other country – Israel has its problems that need fixing. In this 
sense, Israel is no different than any other Western democracy, like 
the US, France, and the UK, which all try every day to do better and fix 
racial, economic and educational disparities. 

As for the Palestinians, the status-quo of occupation is problematic, 
but still, it’s not based on racial discrimination, but rather on national 
conflict. A conflict that Israel has proven it would like to end on several 
occasions when it offered generous solutions for peace before the Pal-
estinians rejected them. If Israel has a racial issue with Arabs, why did 
we then make peace with Morocco, UAE, Egypt, Jordan, and Bahrain? 
Why then are there so many Arabs who are part of Israel’s govern-
ment, making decisions that impact every Israeli? Why are there Arab 
judges deciding on the fate of Israeli citizens in court?

I’ve been to South Africa myself, and I’ve seen with my own eyes 
how disgusting and soul-crushing the crime of Apartheid is. This is 
part of the reason why I can’t stand by and let these lies be spread by 
organizations like Amnesty International for its own political gain. The 
accusation of “apartheid” is a serious one and should never be used as 
a political tool to demonize a country that you don’t like.

Amnesty International, stop disrespecting the history and victims 
of the actual Apartheid regime in South Africa, and let’s instead work 
together with Arabs and Jews to resolve these conflicts in a peaceful 
way, instead of adopting the ideologies and lies that are repeated by 
extremists who don’t believe that Israel, the only Jewish-democratic 
state in the world, has the right to exist at all.

Yoseph Haddad is an Israeli rights activist. He is the CEO of the NGO 
Together - Vouch for Each Other, which aims to create a better under-
standing and cooperation between Israeli Arabs and Israeli Jews.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the au-
thor and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Jewish Federation of 
Eastern CT or The Jewish Leader.
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By Andrew Silow-Carroll, JTA
Art Spiegelman once complained that “Maus,” his clas-

sic memoir about his father’s experiences in the Holocaust, 
was assumed to be intended for young adults because it 
took the form of a comic book.

“I have since comes to terms with the fact that comics 
are an incredible democratic medium,” he told an inter-
viewer.

“Adults” seemed to agree: “Maus” won a Pulitzer Prize 
citation and an American Book Award and remains 36 
years after its first appearance in hardcover one of the 
most searing accounts ever written of the Shoah and its 
impact on the children of survivors.

I remembered Spiegelman’s concern after a Tennes-
see school board voted last month to remove “Maus” from 
middle-school classrooms, citing its use of profanity, nu-
dity and depictions of “killing kids.” The reaction to the 
ban from outside McMinn County was swift and angry. 
Booksellers offered to give copies away. A professor of-
fered local students a free online course about the book. 
Sales soared. The fantasy writer and graphic novelist Neil 
Gaiman tweeted, “There’s only one kind of people who 
would vote to ban Maus, whatever they are calling them-
selves these days.”

But the debate over “Maus” has in many ways done a 
disservice to Spiegelman and his epic project. Because to 

read some of the comments from defenders of the book, you’d think 
“Maus” is a challenging but ultimately tween-friendly introduction to 
the horrors of the Nazi years — a sort of Shoah textbook with mouse 
illustrations.

However, “Maus” is not, as Spiegelman once pointed out, “Aus-
chwitz for Beginners.” It is not — or not just — a book about “man’s 
inhumanity to man,” the phrase that actor Whoopi Goldberg got in 
trouble for using to explain the Holocaust. It is infinitely wilder and 
woolier and more unsettling than that. It is about the complex rela-
tionship between a father who has experienced the worst a person 
can experience, and a son raised in relative middle-class comfort. It is 
about mental illness and how a mother’s suicide haunts the child who 
survives her. It is about guilt in many forms, and how it can be trans-
mitted through generations.

I hadn’t looked at a copy of the book in years before the current 
controversy, yet I could still recount by memory its opening almost 
frame by frame. A 10- or 11-year-old Artie is playing with friends in his 

‘Maus’ is not ‘Auschwitz for Beginners’ 
— and that’s why it needs to be taught

neighborhood in Queens, when 
they abandon him on the way 
to the playground. Artie comes 
home to find his father Vladek 
in their driveway and explains 
through tears that his friends had 
skated away without him.

“Friends? Your friends…,” says 
Vladek. “If you lock them togeth-
er in a room with no food for a 
week… THEN you could see what 
it is, friends!”

With this little slice of child-
hood trauma, we are suddenly 
deep into the world of “Maus,” 
where, as the first chapter pro-
claims, Vladek Spiegelman 
“bleeds history.” Art Spiegelman 
does not deliver saintly charac-
ters oppressed by cartoon vil-
lains. His father, like his son, is 
deeply human and anguished, 
buffeted by his time in the camps 
and his wife’s suicide and con-
sumed by his own ingrained if 
understandable prejudices.

At one point in the second 
volume, Vladek complains to 
Spiegelman and his wife about 
the “coloreds” who he says used 
to steal from their co-workers 
in the Garment District. It’s an 
unflattering version of his survi-
vor father that Spiegelman could 
easily have left out of the book, 
but there is nothing easy about 
“Maus.”

This week a writer asked me 
to consider publishing his essay 
about “Maus,” in which he ob-
jects to the portrayal of Vladek’s 
miserliness, both Spiegelmans’ 

“narcissism” and the 
books’ examples of 
“Jewish self-loathing.”

He’s not wrong, ex-
actly. But the triumph 
and tragedy of “Maus” 
is its veracity – a com-
mitment to the facts of 
Auschwitz matched by 
its honesty about the 
complexities and am-
biguities of its victims 
and survivors. In an 
interview for the book 
“MetaMaus,” Spiegel-
man explains that his 
book “seems to have 
found itself useful to 
other people in my situation, meaning children of survivors. … The 
mere idea of a child of survivors resenting and resisting his parents 
was breaking a taboo that I hadn’t expected.”

I for one don’t see the harm in exposing children to books that may 
be beyond their years. And given the flood of content that comes the 
way of any child with a cell phone, laptop or television set, I find the 
idea of “protecting” kids from violent and sexual imagery in the name 
of education incredibly quaint.

But let’s not pretend that “Maus” is ready-made for the teen mar-
ket. “Maus” is “adult” not because of its depiction of corpses, its nu-
dity and the acknowledgment that people have sex. It is adult in that 
it refuses to sugarcoat not just the horrors of the Holocaust, but the 
personalities of its victims.

It is not, in short, a book I’d give to a tween without hoping to dis-
cuss it, before and after — to help them understand not only what they 
might not understand, but to confront the things that none of us un-
derstands.

In short, it is a book that should be taught, and taught well.

Andrew Silow-Carroll is the editor in chief of The New York Jewish 
Week and senior editor of the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the au-
thor and do not necessarily reflect the views of The Jewish Federation of 
Eastern CT or The Jewish Leader.

“Maus” is a book about guilt in many forms, 
and how it can be transmitted through 
generations. (Photo by Jewish Telegraphic 
Agency)

By Yoseph Hadad, 
 Jerusalem Post

As an Israeli Arab who grew 
up in Nazareth, Amnesty Inter-
national’s recent report tries 
to distort my identity. The 211-
page document constantly re-
fers to an “apartheid” against 
“Palestinian citizens of Israel,” 
making no differentiation be-
tween Israeli Arabs and Pales-
tinians. 

Palestinians live under the 
control of the Palestinian Au-
thority in the West Bank or un-
der the control of the terrorist 
group Hamas in Gaza.

What about Israeli Arabs 
like me? We live under the democratically elected government of Is-
rael with equal rights like any Jewish citizen. No matter how many 
times Amnesty International tries to erase my identity for trying to 

Amnesty tries to distort my Arab identity and dismantle Israel
advance their political agenda, 
that doesn’t make it the truth.

I was born an Israeli, and I will 
remain an Israeli. I am entitled to 
all the same rights as any citizen 
of Israel. I was a soldier in Israel’s 
Defense Forces protecting the 
north of Israel, where most of 
the Israeli-Arab community lives, 
from terrorist rockets attacks by 
Hezbollah. 

Not only that, but I was also a 
commander of dozens of Jewish 
soldiers. What kind of an “apart-
heid” would let Arabs give orders 
to Jews? The non-existent kind.

A recent report by the NGO Is-
rael Democracy Institute showed 
that the majority of Israeli Arabs 
do not, in fact, identify as Pales-
tinian but as Arab or Israeli Arab. 

Only 7% of those surveyed even identify as Palestinian. A subsequent 
poll showed that 81% of Israeli Arabs prefer to live in Israel over living 
in the US or in any other Western country. I guess life isn’t that bad un-
der “Israeli domination,” contrary to the lies Amnesty spreads about 
our lives in the only democracy in the Middle East. 

Amnesty’s report includes numerous falsehoods and cherry-picks 
incidents that fit its narrative to delegitimize Israel. For example, Am-
nesty repeatedly mentions physical segregation between Arabs and 
Jews. Their “researchers” should visit an Israeli hospital where a Mus-
lim Arab woman can receive the best care from a Jewish doctor, or an 
ultra-orthodox Jewish child can be treated by an Arab doctor. 

In our Arab-Israeli community, the majority of citizens want to live 
in peace with Jews. Many want to be, and already are, an integral part 
of Israeli society. Instead of promoting cooperation and a vision for 
a better future, organizations like Amnesty International delegitimize 
the only democratic state in the Middle East, trying to brand it as an 
“apartheid” state.

Apartheid is defined as a system of discrimination or oppression 
based on race. So, let’s talk about it. Israel’s basic laws explicitly state 

AMNESTY CONT. ON PG 11



 THE JEWISH LEADER, FEBRUARY 11, 2022 13

Custom Tub & Shower
Enclosures

  • Design & Installation
  • All-Glass Enclosures

Expert Mirror Design &
Installation

  • Visit Our Showroom

151 Jefferson Avenue • New London, CT 06320
Phone (860) 442-0373 • Fax (860) 442-1356

SERVING SOUTHEASTERN CONNECTICUT
FOR OVER 60 YEARS

FULL  SERVICE  GLASS  SPECIALISTS

CO., INC
Ruby Glass

IMMIGRANTS CONT. FROM PG 5

AUTO  |  HOME  |  COMMERCIAL  |  MARINE  
 
 
 
 

 
ANDREW J. LEVINE 

Owner, Producer, 40+ Years Experience 
 

221 Boston Post Rd.                                  860-739-4444 Office 
P.O. Box 339                860-739-6861 Fax 
East Lyme, CT 06333               andy@ligct.com  

L E V I N E   

INSURANCE GROUP, LLC 

Public School instead, but you attend Hebrew School four days a week 
after school at the Inwood Talmud Torah a few blocks away. I agreed, 
happily. Had I only known I’d be subjected to the rages of an abusive 
Rabbi who physically punished the students I would not have agreed 
so quickly. The slaps in the face no longer have their sting but the psy-
chological scars have lasted all these years.

The lasting impressions of those times were of a neighborhood in 
flux. I grew up with a sense of always looking over my shoulder. Sto-
ries of Irish and Italian gang strife struck fear into us as adolescents. 
Antisemitism was not uncommon. We laughed at the joke about Jew-
ish gangs. Supposedly Jewish gangs were so tough we had two sets of 
knives: milchick and fleishick. 

Race riots and spiraling crime statistics scared many away in the 
60’s. Those who had the means to leave led the great Washington 
Heights migration west to New Jersey. Jewish neighborhoods in places 
like Fairlawn and Teaneck blossomed while my area withered. By the 
early 70’s my synagogue was in big trouble. With a decimated congre-
gation they fired the Rabbi, to conserve funds. Eventually they went 
under and sold the building to a multicultural school that still stands 
today.

Anyone who’s been to Washington Heights in recent years will 
see the same enclaves and divisions. Breuers, the German shul is still 
active. Orthodox Jewish families still stroll through Fort Tryon Park, 
and live side by with Dominicans. In a twist of fate my daughter and 
her husband moved to the Heights after she got married. She and her 
husband attended the Breuers shul on occasion and walked down the 
same streets I navigated in my childhood. Instead of fleeing the cities, 
the children of my fellow baby boomers are leaving the suburbs and 
flocking to new city neighborhoods as if rediscovering Mecca—often 
seeking out Jewish neighborhoods. Will they and their children blend 
more seamlessly while maintaining their heritage? I hope I live long 
enough to see how it all works out.

I do not know the answer to the contentious immigration debate 
raging around the country and the world. I know that most of the Jews 
here in America came from somewhere else. Our ancestors often sac-
rificed their own sense of community to give their children a chance at 
a better life. And so it is, I suppose, with most of the people who come 
to our shores. May we all find a way to live in peace together.

Beth El Community Cemetery, located on Lestertown Road in 
Groton, is a Jewish inclusive cemetery accommodating the needs 
of the community.

-	 	No	synagogue	affiliation	required
-	 	Plots	available:	Jewish,
	 interfaith,	cremains	&	families
 Call Merrill: 860 383 5605

LOOKING FOR A PLACE FOR YOU OR YOUR 
LOVED ONES TO REST IN DIGNITY?

Jewish Leader Ad A

Biden in his own remarks re-
ferred to the violent Jan. 6, 2021 
insurrection that sought to keep 
Congress from affirming Biden as 
president.

“As I stand in this citadel of 
democracy that was attacked one 
year ago, the issue for us is unity,” 
Biden said in the Capitol Visitor 
Center, where this year’s prayer 
breakfast took place. Biden ap-
pealed to McConnell, who has 
sought to block almost all of 
Biden’s major legislative initia-
tives.

“Mitch, I don’t want to hurt 
your reputation, but we really 
are friends,” Biden said. “You’ve 
always done exactly what you’ve 
said. You’re a man of your word, 
and you’re a man of honor.”

Biden also devoted a lengthy 
portion of his speech to the brav-
ery a rabbi and three congre-
gants displayed while they were 
being held hostage last month at 
a synagogue in Colleyville, Texas. 
The rabbi, Charlie Cytron-Walker, 
had invited in the assailant, who 
had presented himself as some-
one in need of shelter.

“When asked later if he would 
change anything, the rabbi said, 
quote, ‘We will do what we al-
ways do, which is the best we 
can.’ Which is the best we can,” 
Biden said. “I had a long con-
versation with the rabbi. It was 
interesting to hear him describe 
the scene and how faith mat-
tered: Whether you’re in a syna-
gogue or a church or a mosque 
or a temple, whether you’re reli-
gious or not, we’re all imperfect 
human beings, trying our best — 
the best we can, because we can’t 
know the future.”

Nominally hosted by a sena-
tor from each party, the National 
Prayer Breakfast, a tradition dat-
ing back almost a hundred years, 
is organized by a secretive Chris-
tian group, the Fellowship Foun-
dation.
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significant for both countries. He 
said that the Emirati use the in-
vestment funds as a strategic tool 
and are expressing through the 
funds the importance with which 
they see relations with Israel.

Hasson thinks that Israel is 
perceived by the Emirati as a 
symbol of innovation and prog-
ress due to the companies locat-
ed here, and therefore it repre-
sents a good investment. “This is 

UAE CONT. FROM PG 10

not philanthropy or a political investment fund,” he said. “The Emirati 
are seeking profits from their investments. We do not have a commer-
cial agenda but extensive knowhow of the abilities in the advanced 
technology sector and the ability to connect Israeli companies with 
the precise needs of investors.”

Hasson stressed there has to be a match between the Israeli “here 
and now” approach and the slower UAE approach of first building 
trust through a genuine connection between the parties and only then 
moving forward.

Israeli President Isaac Herzog with Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, 
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan. (photo credit: AMOS BEN 
GERSHOM/GPO)
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By Shira Hanau, JTA
Avram Goldberg, who alongside his wife led the re-

gional supermarket chain Stop & Shop for years before 
being forced out during a hostile takeover in 1989, died 
Sunday. Jan. 30, 2022, at 92.

Goldberg married into the Rabb family that had found-
ed the chain, but his start there was unglamorous: He was 
a part-time worker while studying at Harvard University 
and Harvard Law 
School. He rose 
through the ranks, 
eventually becom-

ing president and later chair-
man.

Goldberg was born in Brook-
line, Massachusetts, in 1930. He 
began working at Stop & Shop 
while a student at the age of 18 
and, two years later in 1950, 
marred Carol Rabb. Her father, 
Sidney Rabb, ran the company 
from the 1930s until his death 
in 1985. The Rabb family had 
started the chain, then called 
Economy Grocery Stores Com-
pany, in 1914; today the compa-
ny operates stores in Massachu-
setts, Connecticut, New York, 
New Jersey and Rhode Island.

After graduating from Har-
vard Law School, Goldberg 
practiced law for several years 
before returning to work at the 
company full-time in 1958. Carol Goldberg, who studied at Tufts Uni-
versity and Harvard Business School, also came to work at the com-
pany in the same year.

The couple proceeded to move up the ranks of the company, aided 
by family connections. But they we also considered to be good at their 
jobs and to work well together. When Avram Goldberg became presi-
dent of the company in 1971, his father-in-law Sidney Rabb told The 
New York Times, “If I had a son, Av’s what I would like to have.”

However, in that same New York Times interview in 1971, Rabb 
forcefully denied rumors that the couple would end up running the 
company together.

“Never!” her father declared. “Avram won’t wind up as chairman 
with Carol as president. The pros have got to have a chance in this 
company. We have 20,000 employees.”

Yet that was exactly what would happen. After Rabb died in 1985, 
Goldberg became chairman and Carol president.

Goldberg seemed to revel in his wife’s achievements and profes-
sional success, which was unusual for women at the time.

“It has been exciting to be married to someone who is way ahead 
of her time in the emergence of women as equal partners in our so-
ciety, and to be part of the process,” he wrote in 1986 for the 35th-

Avram Goldberg has died at 92
Shared leadership at Stop & Shop with his wife

anniversary report of his Harvard 
College class, according to The 
Boston Globe.

Family control of the company 
after Rabb’s passing would be 
short-lived, however. In 1989, the 
Goldbergs were forced out of the 
company in the midst of a hostile 

takeover by outside investors. Af-
ter resigning from Stop & Shop, 
the Goldbergs founded an invest-
ment and consulting firm called 
the AVCAR group.

Goldberg was involved in a 
number of Jewish organizations 
in Boston, including the Com-
bined Jewish Philanthropies, 
which awarded him its Young 
Leadership Award in 1965. De-
spite losing money invested with 
Bernie Madoff in 2008, the Gold-
bergs continued to be major do-
nors to various charities in the 
Boston area. In 2020, a family 
foundation set up by the Gold-
bergs donated $685,000 to CJP. 
Goldberg was also a support of 
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 
Center.

Goldberg is survived by his 
wife as well as two children. One 
daughter, Deborah Goldberg, is 
the state treasurer of Massachu-
setts.

Avram Goldberg and his wife Carol Goldberg led the regional 
supermarket chain Stop & Shop for years. (Courtesy Deb Goldberg 
Facebook)

By Ron Kampeas, JTA
Esther Pollard, who spent decades fighting to see her husband live 

free in Israel after being convicted for spying on the United States, has 
died at 68.

Pollard died in Jerusalem Monday, January 31, 2022, from compli-
cations related to the coronavirus, the Times of Israel reported. She 
had also been battling breast cancer.

Pollard, née Elaine Zeitz, became acquainted with her husband 
while leading the Canadian branch of the movement for his release. 
They married at Butner prison, in North Carolina, in 1994, and she 
assumed leadership of the worldwide movement campaigning on his 
behalf.

Jonathan Pollard, a U.S. Navy analyst, was sentenced to life in prison 
in 1987. Esther Pollard — who changed her first name as the pair grew 
more religious together — was his most tireless advocate, speaking to 
Jewish groups and meeting with Israeli and U.S. leaders. She was able 
to list names, off-the-cuff, of other convicted spies who had served 
far less time for crimes that she and Pollard claimed were more far-
reaching. She went on a hunger strike in 1996 and was excoriating in 
her criticism of the U.S. Jewish and Israeli establishment for what she 
called the abandonment of her husband.

“We’re very religious people,” she told a supportive radio talks show 
host, Dean Rotbart, in 2006, speaking of herself and her husband. “And 
we understand that ultimately, the only one was going to set Jonathan 
free is God Himself. And God doesn’t need AIPAC or Israel for you or 
me to do it, he can do it himself. So then, what is He waiting for? What 
He is waiting for is for men to be his partner in doing the right thing.”

Her advocacy resonated in Israel. Each time an Israeli prime minis-
ter visited Washington and visited with a president; he knew that in-
evitably an Israeli reporter would ask him afterward if he had pressed 
for Pollard’s release.

The couple was finally united with a degree of freedom in 2015 
when President Barack Obama’s administration did not contest his ap-
peal for parole. However, he was restricted to residency in New York, 
and the couple was unable to achieve their dream of moving to Israel 
until Dec. 30, 2020, when the Trump administration opted not to ex-
tend the terms of parole.

Pollard’s pleas to be by his wife while she got treatment for her 
cancer outside his area of restriction may have helped play a role in 
the Trump administration’s decision to drop objections to his travel. 
Her illness delayed their departure for several weeks, so the pro-Israel 
billionaire couple, Miriam and Sheldon Adelson, flew them to Israel on 
a private jet, where then-Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu greeted 
the couple on the tarmac.

“I did not imagine in my worst nightmares that I would lose Esther,” 
the Times of Israel quoted Pollard as saying on Monday. “After decades 
of fighting for my release, I felt so helpless that I could not help her in 
her struggle for life.”

Esther Pollard did not hold back in accusing Israel’s government 
and the Jewish establishment of corruption, but more often than not, 
the leaders she reviled gave her a pass.

“I was saddened to hear of the passing of Esther Pollard, a woman 
whose devotion to, and love for, Jonathan Pollard became a symbol of 
strength, determination and faith,” Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Ben-
nett said in a statement.

Esther Pollard dies at 68 
from COVID complications

Esther Pollard, the wife of Israeli spy Jonathan Pollard, speaks dur-
ing a press conference on a street in downtown Jerusalem, July 29, 
2015. (Thomas Coex/AFP via Getty Images)
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Colleyville and Pittsburgh and the 
State of American Jewry

On the morning of November18, 2014, two terrorists broke into 
synagogue services at Kehilat Bnei Torah in the Har Nof neighborhood 
of Jerusalem and killed six people (five worshippers and a responding 
Druze Israeli police officer). In the aftermath, I don’t recall reading or 
hearing a single remark connecting synagogue attendance with brav-
ery—not from people living in Jerusalem nor from anywhere else in 
Israel. The response by the American Jewish community to the Col-
leyville terrorist incident was jarringly different. The hostage-taking 
at Congregation Beth Israel (in which, thankfully all the hostages es-
caped) struck fear in the hearts of congregants in synagogues located 
many hundreds of miles from Texas. The titles of two NY Times op-ed 
pieces speak to this fear: “Will it happen to us?” (a question that writer 
Sarah Wildman’s 13-year-old daughter asks her) and “For Jews, Go-
ing to Services Is an Act of Courage” (by Emory University Professor 
Deborah E. Lipstadt). 

I would like to focus on Lipstadt’s piece, as in it she refers to syna-
gogue security abroad, much as I did in my own piece three years ago 
after the terrorist attack on Pittsburgh’s Tree of Life Synagogue. Lip-
stadt writes about how, outside of the United States, for many decades 
now one has been able to locate synagogues by the police presence 
stationed in front of them. 

In my own piece, written after a trip to Turkey, I remarked upon the 
heavy security at Istanbul’s Neve Shalom Synagogue. I indicated that 
now, after the Pittsburgh attack, most American synagogues would 
similarly professionalize their security operations. I hadn’t realized, 
until I read Lipstadt’s piece, just how quickly and how fully these new 
security arrangements would be implemented. Lipstadt writes that, 
due to security concerns, the main entrance to her Atlanta synagogue 

has been locked ever since the 
shootings in Pittsburgh, and that 
“you won’t find wide-open doors 
at any synagogue in Europe or 
North America.” 

What’s astonishing to me is 
to read all this from an American 
Holocaust studies scholar, whose 
work I greatly respect, without 
her then going on to draw some 
conclusions about the current 
state of American Jewry. Instead, 
Lipstadt mainly rehearses the 
classic rhetoric of the diaspora 
Jew; she writes: “We are shak-
en. We are not OK. But we will 
bounce back. We are resilient 
because we cannot afford not to 
be. That resiliency is part of the 
Jewish DNA. Without it, we would 
have disappeared centuries ago.” 

The following needs to be 
said clearly: America was sup-
posed to be different for Jews. 
When government officials, 
whether mayors, or congress-
men, or even the President tell 
Jews, in effect, “we will protect 

you,” that is not what America was sup-
posed to be. In America, Jews were sup-
posed to be part of the “we.” The idea that 
Jews are turning into a protected minor-
ity in America is deeply troubling and 
saddening. 

What should be done? I’m not exactly 
sure. Perhaps the antisemites have indeed 
won. Not in the sense that it will prevent 
Lipstadt and others from attending synagogue, but that now Ameri-
can synagogues look like all diaspora synagogues. In the presence 
of all this fear and all this security there is no use in bragging about 
how American Jews (unlike their European brethren who had to be 
“emancipated” in order to gain civil rights) can proudly proclaim that 
they had civil rights here from the get-go, adducing as proof George 
Washington’s famous 1790 “Letter to the Hebrew Congregations of 
Newport” (in which, significantly, Washington says: “It is now no more 
that toleration is spoken of, as if it was by the indulgence of one class 
of people that another enjoyed the exercise of their inherent natural 
rights). 

Putting up a brave front is something that Jews worldwide are good 
at, that for two millennia we have learned to be exceptionally good at, 
but it’s also something that didn’t seem to be demanded of America 
Jews when I was growing up. It might very well be possible to improve 
things, but first it needs to be realized that speaking of bravery in con-
nection with synagogue attendance constitutes something of a bro-
ken promise to American Jewry. When Americans realize this, Jews as 
well as non-Jews, there might be ways of moving forward. God Bless 
America.

By Nathan Jeffay, Times of Israel
Israel scientists say they have gathered the most 

convincing evidence to date that increased vitamin 
D levels can help COVID-19 patients reduce the risk of serious illness 
or death.

Researchers from Bar Ilan University and the Galilee Medical Cen-
ter say that the vitamin has such a strong impact on disease severity 
that they can predict how people would fare if infected based on noth-
ing more than their ages and vitamin D levels.

Lacking vitamin D significantly increases danger levels, they con-
cluded in newly peer-reviewed research published Thursday in the 
journal PLOS One.

The study is based on research conducted during Israel’s first two 
waves of the virus, before vaccines were widely available, and doctors 
emphasized that vitamin supplements were not a substitute for vac-
cines, but rather a way to keep immunity levels from falling.

Vitamin D deficiency is endemic across the Middle East, including 
in Israel, where nearly four in five people are low on the vitamin, ac-

cording to one study 
from 2011. By taking 
supplements before 
infection, though, the 
researchers in the new 
Israeli study found 
that patients could 
avoid the worst effects 
of the disease.

“We found it re-
markable, and strik-
ing, to see the differ-
ence in the chances 
of becoming a severe 
patient when you are 
lacking in vitamin D 
compared to when 
you’re not,” said Dr. 

Israeli study offers strongest proof yet of vitamin D’s power to fight COVID

Vitamin D pills. (AP Photo/Mark Lennihan)

Amiel Dror, a Galilee Medical 
Center physician and Bar Ilan 
researcher who was part of the 
team behind the study.

He noted that his study was 
conducted pre-Omicron but said 
that the coronavirus doesn’t 
change fundamentally enough 
between variants to negate vita-
min D effectiveness.

“What we’re seeing when vi-
tamin D helps people with CO-
VID infections is a result of its 
effectiveness in bolstering the 
immune systems to deal with 
viral pathogens that attack the 
respiratory system,” he told The 
Times of Israel. “This is equally 
relevant for Omicron as it was for 
previous variants.”

Health authorities in Israel 
and several other countries have 
recommended vitamin D supple-
ments in response to the corona-
virus pandemic, though data on 
its effectiveness has been sparse 
until now.

In June, researchers published 
preliminary findings showing 
that 26 percent of coronavirus 
patients died if they were vitamin 
D deficient soon before hospital-
ization, compared to 3% who had 
normal levels of vitamin D.

They also determined that 
hospitalized patients who were 

vitamin D deficient were 14 times more likely, on average, to end up in 
severe or critical condition than others.

While the scientific community recognized the importance of the 
results, questions arose as to whether recent health conditions among 
the patients might have been skewing the results.

The possibility was raised that patients could have been suffer-
ing from conditions that both reduce vitamin D levels and increase 
vulnerability to serious illness from COVID-19, meaning the vitamin 
deficiency would be a symptom rather than a contributing factor in 
disease severity.

To zero out that possibility, Dror’s team delved deeper into the 
data, examining each of its patients’ vitamin D levels over the two-
year stretch before coronavirus infection. They found that the strong 
correlation between sufficient vitamin D levels and ability to fight the 
coronavirus still held, and the level of increased danger in their pre-
liminary findings remained almost identical.

“We checked a range of timeframes, and found that wherever you 
look over the two years before infection, the correlation between vita-
min D and disease severity is extremely strong,” Dror said.

“Because this study gets such a good picture of patients’ vitamin D 
levels, by looking at a wide timeframe instead of just the time around 
hospitalization, it offers much stronger support than anything seen so 
far emphasizing the importance of boosting vitamin D levels during 
the pandemic,” he added.

A flood of dubious claims about natural remedies to the coronavi-
rus, including a theory that Israelis had immunized themselves with 
lemons and baking soda, have left some skeptical about claims of vita-
mins warding off the virus.

But Dror insisted that his team’s research showed that the impor-
tance of vitamin D was not based on incomplete or flawed data.

“People should learn from this that studies pointing to the impor-
tance of taking vitamin D are very reliable, and aren’t based on skewed 
data,” he said. “And it emphasizes the value of everyone taking a vita-
min D supplement during the pandemic, which, consumed in sensible 
amounts in accordance with official advice, doesn’t have any down-
side.”
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