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AWARDS CONT. ON PG 13
Looking for host families
As the community continues to recover from COVID and all its vari-

ants, for planning purposes the Jewish Agency is asking the JFEC to 
decide now whether it will host two Young Emissaries beginning in 
August 2022 for the 2022-23 school year. 

While the end of August is a long way off, the Jewish Federation 
needs to have a commitment for host families now so the emissaries 
will have a place to call home during their year of service in Eastern CT. 

Families with kids as well as empty nesters are asked to reach out 
to Marcia Reinhard at mreinhard@jfec.com or 860-235-4719. Mar-
cia will answer all your questions and provide the criteria for success-
fully hosting a young emissary.

The Sapozhnikov Family hosted Young Emissary Roi Refaeli during 
the 2019-20 school year. Unfortunately COVID sent the emissaries 
home in March 2020.

Join the Jewish Community Relations Council of the Jewish Fed-
eration of Greater Hartford, the Jewish Agency for Israel, and the 
Southern New England Consortium (SNEC) & Afula-Gilboa Part-
nership2Gether to explore Jewish community life in Ethiopia, the 
journey to Israel and life at the absorption center in Beit Alfa. The 
program takes place on Sunday, February 13, 2022, at 11 AM on 
Zoom. 

The session will include a virtual tour of the Jewish community 
life in Ethiopia and in Israel, guided by representatives from the 
Ethiopian community and the absorption center in the Afula-Gilboa 

The Journey from Ethiopia to Afula-Gilboa
area. Following the tour the 
panel, including Jewish Agency 
professionals, will discuss the 
process that brought Ethiopian 
Jewry to Israel and the success-
es and challenges of absorbing 
the new immigrants in Israel 
society. 

This is a free program; how-
ever, registration is required -- 
https://bit.ly/Ethiopia2Afula

Connecticut Humanities 
awarded a $24,999 Implementa-
tion Grant matching grant to the 
Garde Arts Center in support of 
the production of the documen-
tary film “Henny and Hannover.”  

The movie will highlight the 
life of the late Henny Simon, a 
survivor of the Holocaust and a 
refugee from Hannover, Germany 
who came to America and shortly 
after arriving in America bought a 
chicken farm in Colchester, CT. Af-
ter years of silence, Simon began 
to speak in public schools, col-
leges, and universities about her 

experience, often doing it with her late in life companion Ben Cooper, a 
WW II veteran who helped to liberate the Dachau concentration camp.

The Eastern CT Cultural Coalition’s Funding Booster Program pro-
vided technical support and helped prepare the grant application. 
Shannon Saglio, former Social Studies teacher and now Districtwide 

Connecticut Humanities awards  
grant for Holocaust film

“Henny and Hannover” to Premiere in 2023
Technology Instructional Coach 
at East Lyme High School who 
worked for years with Henny, 
was thrilled with the award and 
said “This documentary is an 
important project. Henny and 
Ben’s story is a reminder to all 
about the importance of being 
an upstander in our communi-
ties. Their story of courage, per-
severance, empathy and love 
will touch all those who watch, a 
message so needed during these 
trying times. I am thrilled that CT 
Humanities is supporting it and 
look forward to its broadcast, lo-
cal showings, and use in schools 
throughout the region and the 
state.”

The Consulate General of Israel to New England invites the commu-
nity to view the following virtual events to commemorate the 2022 In-
ternational Holocaust Remembrance Day in New England. The events 
are free but registration is required to log in.

Somewhere There Is Still A Sun
Thursday, January 27 at 7:30 PM ET, via Zoom
Lappin Foundation invites the community to commemorate Inter-

national Holocaust Remembrance Day. This year’s commemoration is 
dedicated to the memory of the 1.5 million Jewish children murdered 
during the Holocaust. The featured speaker will be Michael Gruen-
baum, survivor of Terezin and author of Somewhere There is Still a 
Sun. The guest moderator will be Josh Kraft, President of Kraft Fam-
ily Philanthropies. Co-sponsored by the Consulate General of Israel to 
New England.

Use this link to register for this free event: 

International Holocaust  
Remembrance Day programs

https://us02web.zoom.us/
meeting/register/tZMpde6r-
qzgsGNQ5jh2BcVTERmuL-
16Wh7UF2

Tracing the roots  
of antisemitism: 

Can learning about  
our past explain our  

present? 
Sunday, January 30 at  

12 PM, via Zoom
For many leaders of the early 

Christian Church, understand-

PROGRAMS CONT. ON PG 14

By Jacob Magid, Times of Israel
Malik Faisal Akram chose to hold synagogue worshipers hostage in 

Colleyville, Texas Saturday, Jan. 15, 2022, because he believed in anti-
semitic tropes and was convinced that the Jewish worshipers inside 
would have the power to organize the release of a Pakistani prisoner 
jailed nearby, one of the four worshipers held at gunpoint told The 
Times of Israel on Monday.

“He did not come there to kill Jews … He came here to release [Aafia 
Siddiqui], and he had bought into the extremely dangerous, antisemitic 
trope that Jews control everything, that we could call President [Joe] 
Biden and have him release her,” Jeffrey Cohen said in an interview 
over Zoom.

Siddiqui is serving an 86-year sentence for terror offenses at a mili-
tary prison 15 miles from Colleyville. She is known to US authorities as 
“Lady al-Qaeda,” but Akram referred to her throughout the standoff as 
his “sister,” albeit not literally, Cohen said.

The 57-year-old resident of nearby Keller was among the last of 

Hostage urges Jewish  
communities to take  
active shooter course

HOSTAGE CONT. ON PG 12

http://mreinhard@jfec.com
https://bit.ly/Ethiopia2Afula
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpde6rqzgsGNQ5jh2BcVTERmuL16Wh7UF2
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpde6rqzgsGNQ5jh2BcVTERmuL16Wh7UF2
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpde6rqzgsGNQ5jh2BcVTERmuL16Wh7UF2
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMpde6rqzgsGNQ5jh2BcVTERmuL16Wh7UF2
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Windows & Doors! 
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Since 1946 

A CONVERSATION WITH GERMANS: 
What is the German view of the Holocaust today?

JFEC and Hadassah's Henny Simon Remembrance
present

Sunday, April 24th at 2pm  

 The Annual Community
Yom HaShoah Program

Please note this program will take place on Zoom  

Save the Date 

Dear friends,
I hope you are well. As we read each week 

about the Jewish people getting ready to 
be redeemed, and them finally going out of 
Egypt, we are filled with excitement and an-
ticipation about our own redemption, which 
we expect to happen soon, G-d willing. Covid 
serves as a harsh reminder, perhaps; we are 
still in exile. We need a change. And as Ein-
stein said, the same thinking that got one into 
a problem will not get them out. Many of us 
are still engaged in “Exile Thinking,” and that 

is not always bad. But we need to think outside the exile box!
We are currently in the fourth exile. Commentaries explain that the 

gematrias of “Go” + “Pharoah” = gematria “Moshiach!” This teaches us 
that the first Redemption of the exodus from Egypt was the first of four, 
the Sha’ar Yashuv comments. Rav Kook taught that all four exiles and 
the redemptions that followed are one long, redemptive process. This 
should give us hope; this is all just a temporary state of affairs.

Yitro
“Jethro priest of Midian, Moses’ father-in-law, heard all that God 

had done for Moses and for Israel His people, how the LORD had 
brought Israel out from Egypt.”

The Zohar comments, midrashically;
“When Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses’s father-in-law, heard 

of all that Hashem had done for Moses...” (Shemot 18:1). Rabbi Chiz-
kiyah opened the discussion, saying: “And Aaron lifted up his hands” 

A Torah Moment - Yitro (Vayikra 9:22). “His 
hands” is spelled with-
out Yud, thus meaning 
one hand only. And this 
is the reason, one should 
lift up his right hand 
above his left hand. 
And we have already 
explained this secret.” 
In the mystical teachings 
of the Torah, the right 
side signifies chesed, 
kindness. We are taught 
to always emphasize 
the right, even the way 
we put on our cloth-
ing, down to our shoes. 

May we all practice 
kindness and compas-
sion, and may G-d look 
down on us, and the entire world, have compassion on all of us, and 
lead us to the complete and final redemption, speedily in our time. As 
a chassidic master once said, “Next year in Jerusalem” doesn’t have to 
mean that we have to wait an entire year to go out of exile. We can go 
out now, and next year, we will already be in the Holy Land.

Shabbat Shalom!
Rabbi Yosef Resnick

YITRO
 
Rabbi Yosef Resnick, MSEd 
Brothers of Joseph Synagogue 
Historic Norwich, Connecti-
cut, the “Rose of New England” 
cell: 781.201.0377/Google phone: 
339.364.3044
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Everyone counts:   We are counting on you!
Here in Eastern Connecticut the JFEC works to  

support, sustain and revitalize Jewish life. But we 
can’t do it without you. Send in your donation today.

Senior Connections
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Covid update regarding lunches
With the COVID-19 omicron variant still very much among us, 

JFEC Senior Community Service has decided to cancel the remaining 
lunches scheduled for January. We are hoping that the peak of the vari-
ant will have passed by the end of the month and that the Kosher hot 
lunches will resume on Monday, February 7 at 12 noon. Since we are 
hoping for that outcome, please find February’s schedule below. 

For your information. . .
Kosher Hot Lunch and Kibbitz Sign Up Information & Location
The deadline to reserve your meal is the Thursday before the lun-

cheon by 12:00 noon. 
We must give TVCCA our final meal count by noon on the Thursday 

before our Monday lunch.  All lunches, unless noted, will take place at 
the Waterford Public Library in the MEETING ROOM , 49 Rope Ferry 
Road, Waterford, CT 06385 beginning at 12:00 NOON on MONDAYS.

Carly’s Schedule – Carly is available at 860-444 6333, Monday 
through Friday 9:00 AM to 3:00PM for all reservations or questions re-
garding senior services. 
February lunch schedule

February 7 -- Cheese Ravioli 
For lunch we will be having Cheese 

Ravioli with Marinara Sauce, a side of 
Bean Salad and Garlic Bread

February 14 -- Home-Style Meat-
loaf 

 We will 
be having Home-Style Meatloaf with a 
side of Mashed Potatoes and Mixed Veg-
etables including Zucchini, Peas and Car-
rots. 

February 21 -- NV Bakery & Market, 
40 Boston 
Post Rd., 
Waterford  

Lunch on your own. Back by popular 
demand we will be having lunch at Café 
NV and Bakery. Please call the Federa-

tion no later than Feb. 17 by 12 noon to make your reservation.
February 28 -- Home Made 

Macaroni and Cheese 
For lunch we will be having 

Macaroni and Cheese with a side 
of Broccoli and a Garden Salad. 

 
Under the weather? 

1. Have you tested positive for COV-
ID-19?

2. Have any of your family members or 
others that you have been in close contact 
with tested positive for COVID-19? 

3. Have you been advised to self-isolate 
by a healthcare provider? 

4. Do you have a recent onset of any of the following potential COV-
ID-19 related symptoms: cough, shortness of breath, fever, sore throat, 
muscle aches, loss of smell or taste, or GI issues?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, please do not come 
to lunch until your symptoms have cleared up.

February 2022 Senior Lunches



in the genres of the fantastic. On Sunday February 6 at 3 pm, Faye 
will provide a lively overview via Zoom of the important roles Jewish 
writers and readers have played in the success of the genres of science 
fiction, fantasy, and comics in America and the rest of the world. 

On Sunday February 20 at 7 pm (note evening time), author and 
professor Dr. Gillian Polack of Canberra, Australia will speak about 

her many novels of fantasy and science fiction that draw on her schol-
arship in Medieval literature and Jewish history and legend. Her re-
cent Jewish-themed novels include The Wizardry of Jewish Women 
and The Green Children Help Out. A year ago, Dr. Polack was honored 
by the Australian Science Fiction Foundation with the 2020 A. Bertram 
Chandler Award, given for “Outstanding Achievement in Australian 
Science Fiction.” 

On Sunday March 20 at 7 pm, author Barbara Krasnoff of New 
York will speak on her transformation of Jewish legend and family his-

tory in her fantasy novel-in-stories The History of Soul 2065.
Questions and comments are encouraged, and all are invited. Zoom 

links will be provided close to the date of the program: If interested, 
contact Faye Ringel fayeringel@hotmail.com.
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“We need to keep our faith.” 
I’ve had the joy of meeting and working with some 
amazing people at Congregation Beth El and have seen 
greater participation over time. During this time of COVID 
our congregation is more active than ever mostly through 
the safety of online and offers a wide variety of 
options for everyone.  – Rabbi Earl Kideckel

SERVICES
•  Daily Minyan
•  Shabbat Services
•  Holidays
COMMUNITY PROGRAMS 
•  Educational Presentations
•  Talks by local speakers
•  Lunch & Learn with the Rabbi
SOCIAL EVENTS
•  Distanced Gatherings
•  Musical Events
•  Curbside Meal Offerings
•  Schmooze Before & After Zoom Events

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME! 
860.442.0418 • bethel-nl.org

44726

 Diamonds  ❖  Watches  ❖  Crystal
 Fine Contemporary & Antique Jewelry

 Custom Jewelry Design  ❖  Expert Jewelry & Watch Repair
 Estate Jewelry Bought & Sold

 262 Boston Post Road • Utopia Centre 
 Waterford, CT • (860) 442-4391

 Monday - Thursday 10:00-6:00  ❖  Friday 10:00-7:00  ❖  Saturday 10:00-4:00

 Since 1919 Southeastern Connecticut’s Oldest and Most Respected Jewelers

The next book club meeting is 
Sunday, January 30 at 8:15 PM 
via Zoom. This will be the first of 
two meetings as participants will 
discuss the book Lawrence and 
Aaronsohn: T.E. Lawrence, Aar-
on Aaronsohn, and the Seeds of 
the Arab Israeli Conflict by Ron-
ald Florence. 

As the Arab-Israeli conflict 
continues to plague the Middle 
East, historian Ronald Florence 
offers extraordinary new insights 
on its origins. This is the story of 
T. E. Lawrence, the young British 

officer who became famous around the world as Lawrence of Arabia, 
Aaron Aaronsohn, an agronomist from Palestine, and the antagonism 
that divided them over the fate of 
the dying Ottomas Empire during 
World War I. It was a clash of visions 
that set Arab nationalism and Zion-
ism on a direct collision course that 
reverberates to this day.

Ronald Florence was born in 
California, educated at Berkeley 
and Harvard, and taught at colleges 
and universities, ran a foundation, 
raced sailboats, and raised Cotswold 
sheep in Stonington, CT before turn-
ing to full-time writing. He lives in 
Providence, Rhode Island, and trav-
els frequently to Europe and the 
Middle East to research his novels 
and narrative histories.

If you have questions, please 
contact Dan Bendor at danbendor@aol.com or Faye Rinel at fayer-
ingel@hotmail.com. The Zoom link will be sent out in the Beth El 
weekly announcements. If you do no receive the weekly email, and are 
interested in participating, please contact either Dan or Faye.

Beth El Book Club 
meets January 30 By Faye Ringel

Temple Bnai Israel and Ha-
dassah of Eastern Connecticut 
are presenting a series of Zoom 
programs on the theme of “The 
People of the Book,” open to the 
entire community. Winter is a 
great time to stay indoors, read 
books, and listen to audiobooks 
or podcasts. 

On Sunday January 9 at 3 pm, 
Faye Ringel kicked off this series 
of cultural programs with “Why 
‘People of the Book’: Reading 
and Writing as Jews,” looking at 
Jews as creators and consumers 
of literature, especially secular 
fiction, and poetry, from ancient 
times to the present. The fol-
lowing Sunday, Anne Flammang 
presented an entertaining hour 
about her Depot for New Plays, 
including actors who read part of 
“Noir Hamlet,” a satiric updating 
of the classic by playwright John 
Minigan, who was present on the 
Zoom.

The series continues in Feb-
ruary and March with a focus on 
Jewish women who are writing 

People of the Book series continues

about:blank
mailto:danbendor@aol.com
mailto:fayeringel@hotmail.com
mailto:fayeringel@hotmail.com
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    By  

Artie
  Dean

Chanukah Miracle Part 3, 
Conclusion

JT’s All Seasons Landscaping
Winter is here!

Ice & Snow will disappear  
from your sidewalk, driveway, parking lot

or any paved surface when you call 
Joel Tomsky @ 860-271-9549

Commercial & Residential

Ask about our senior rates
Insured #MPT7743H • LLC 1101711

From January 7 edition…
“Good, that’s good. Now push as hard as you can!” Harvey says, his 

voice reassuring despite the fear he feels rising to his throat. In the 
distance a siren wails, getting closer.

“That’s it. That’s it. Oh My God, that’s it.”
And then there is silence. The tortured look on Lucy’s face fades. 

Her clenched fist relaxes as her arms fall limp to her sides. 
Harvey is holding the baby. “It’s a boy,” he whispers, tying off the 

cord with the drawstring from his sweatpants. “You’re a Mom.”
But Lucy fails to respond. Despite the relief in Harvey’s voice, the 

cry of the baby, and the sound of an ambulance pulling up beside the 
car, the new mother is unconscious.

And now the conclusion…
The ambulance doors fly open and two Emergency Medical Techs 

emerge. They stare at Harvey with concern. His hair is wild, his shirt 
smeared. Even for a seasoned EMT a roadside delivery is far from rou-
tine, and these two men seem hesitant.

As Harvey cradles the baby, the EMTs strap an oxygen mask over 
Lucy’s face. Within a minute she opens her eyes.

“Blood pressure low, pulse weak,” says a tall EMT with a hipster 
beard. 

“I don’t like the look of this,” says his partner, a short squat fellow 
who looks like he could be a professional wrestler. They slip a stretch-
er under Lucy’s body, strap her down, and open the rear doors of the 
ambulance. “Tell me you didn’t deliver her in the car,” says the tall tech.

“We’ll take it from here,” says the short one. 
Harvey nods, his arms cradling the baby. He thinks of the Chanukah 

Party again, imagines sitting with his parents and brothers making 
small talk. “Guess I’ll be going then,” he says, despite the let-down he 
feels.

But before they can load the stretcher Lucy arches her back, her 
arms and legs flailing, blinking uncontrollably. The techs seem flus-
tered. They glance at one another. The tall one shrugs and yells into his 
pager trying in vain to reach the hospital.

“Get me 25 milligrams of Valium, stat,” says Harvey with an air of 
command, shouldering past the techs to Lucy’s side.

“Hey, wait a second, you can’t just…”
“I’m an ER physician. Don’t argue, just do it,” Harvey says. “She’s 

having a seizure.” He extends her neck to open her airway.

The short tech scampers into 
the ambulance, and then returns 
with an emergency medical kit. 
“Are you sure you know what 
you’re doing?” 

Harvey takes a deep breath. 
“Very sure.” In his personal and 
family life he’s a pushover, never 
quite sure how to act, but in the 
hospital he’s decisive. He chooses 
a vial of valium, draws it up in a 
syringe and then injects it into 
Lucy’s shoulder.

Within seconds the convul-
sions cease. 

“Hey Doc, ride with us to the 
hospital?” asks the tall EMT, 

Lucy opens her eyes. Then 
she extends her hands to take the 
baby in her arms. She begins to 
cry, craning to gaze into Harvey’s 
face. 

“You saved my life,” she says 
with a weak smile.

***

As the siren wails, cars edge to 
the shoulder of the highway. The 
ambulance proceeds to the next 
exit, then accelerates onto the off 
ramp, making its way to the hos-
pital.

Harvey sits by Lucy’s side 
monitoring her pulse, adminis-
tering oxygen, speaking in soft 
reassuring tones. When Lucy 
begins to snore Harvey takes the 
baby.

“Rest,” he says and rocks the 
child, amazed at the warmth that 
spreads in his chest. The ambu-
lance pulls up to the emergency 
room entrance. The rear doors 
open. A medical team is waiting. 
They take the baby from Harvey’s 
arms. 

Harvey glances at his watch, 
wonders if he can still make it to 
his parent’s Chanukah party. He 
checks his pocket for his car keys, 
then realizes his car is still back 
on the highway. “I’ll need a ride to 
get back to my car,” he says to a 
security guard at the door. “Hey, 
we’re swamped, but I hear you’re 
a hero. I can get you a ride but it 
might take an hour.” He motions 
towards a bench. “Take a seat.”

A nurse who’d heard about 
the roadside delivery, leaving at 
the end of her shift, overhears 
the conversation. Then seeing the 
exhaustion on Harvey’s face she 
cinches her mask tighter around 
her face and approaches.

“It’s not every day we get a 
roadside birth with a happy end-
ing,” she says. 

“Guess I was just at the right 
place at the right time,” Harvey 
says. He looks up into the nurse’s 

sympathetic eyes, and wonders what she might look like without her 
mask. They talk. She is charming, and witty. They talk of the grinding 
despair of the pandemic, and the need to take solace in the victories. 
Harvey forgets all about the party.

“I haven’t seen my family in two years,” she says and takes a seat 
on the far side of his bench. “Afraid to fly. Besides working 60 hours a 
week doesn’t leave much time for a family life.”

Harvey nods. “I know, and they don’t really understand, do they?” 
Her eyes flash. “Oh my God. It’s so good to be able to talk to some-

one who understands.”
They talk a while longer until Harvey glances at his watch. 
“I’m keeping you from something important, aren’t I?” she says and 

stands.
“He shrugs. It’s just that I’m headed to New London for a Chanukah 

Party. Don’t see how that’s possible now. Can’t get a ride.”
The nurse hesitates. Even with her mask cinched tight he can see 

the fine lines around her eyes transformed by her smile. She starts to 
say something, then shakes her head and puts a hand to her face, as if 
embarrassed.

“What is it?” Harvey says as he rises from the bench.
“Well, if you’re stuck…” she stammers. “I’m just now heading over 

to my synagogue for their Chanukah Party. Social distancing and 
masks required, of course. We’ll have to eat out in the parking lot, but 
considering the highway is still backed up it might be your best chance 
for dinner. I can drop you at your car when we’re through.”

Harvey’s breath catches in his throat. He stares at her, his eyes wide. 
A Chanukah Party in some random town where I’m stranded? I don’t 
even know this girl. And the harangue I’ll get if I don’t make it home…

“I can’t. I shouldn’t. I’d better wait for security.”
“She nods. I understand. Sure. Too crazy right? I’ll see you around.” 

She walks away, and Harvey feels a sense of loss. He breathes deeply, 
his mouth suddenly dry.

He watches as she walks towards the hospital parking lot. 
The memory of his Medical School mentor, Dr. Ashman’s, last lec-

ture rises in his memory. “In obstetrics as in life, you’ve got to learn to 
be decisive. Never ignore your instincts.”

Harvey swallows hard, his pulse hammering in his ears. “Wait!” he 
shouts.

She stops walking and turns. He strides with purposeful steps.
“I don’t even know your name.” he says. 
“Aviva…Aviva Resnick.”
“Well, Aviva Resnick, I forgot to ask you a very important question.”
She shrugs, her eyes wide.
“Will there be latkes at this Chanukah party?”
The adorable wrinkles return around her eyes. “I’ll see you get a 

double portion.”

The End
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ROUTINE, FUNCTIONAL & 
HOLISTIC VISION CARE 

Also specializing in: 
Contact Lenses, Learning Challenges, ADD, ADHD, Autism 

Located at Pearle Vision | Waterford Commons, Waterford, CT 

www.BrianMannVision.com

DR. BRIAN MANN & ASSOCIATES
Optometrists

By Seth Rogovoy, The Forward
The latest single from the 

81-year-old Welsh pop singer 
Tom Jones is a rendition of 
Bob Dylan’s 1997 song, “Not 
Dark Yet.” It’s an odd if per-
haps fitting choice for Jones. 
While Jones’s arrangement 
owes more to Bryan Ferry 
than to Dylan himself (not a 
good thing), the song is one 
of the Nobel Prize-winning 
rock poet’s most deeply con-
templative and Jewish songs, 
with hints of Yom Kippur and 
the Neilah prayer service scat-
tered throughout.

“Shadows are falling and 
I’ve been here all day,” the song 
goes. “It’s not dark yet, but it’s 
getting there.”

The song lays out a scenar-
io familiar to anyone who has 
spent the entire day in shul, 
praying for teshuvah and to be 
well-inscribed in the Book of Life 
for another year. The line, “I was 
born here and I’ll die here against 
my will,” comes right out of the 
Mishnah (4:29), where it is writ-
ten, “Against your will you were 
born, against your will you die.” 
Jones need not have been aware 
of the scriptural roots of the lyr-
ics to have found personal mean-
ing in the song, which can also be 
interpreted as a reconciliation 
with mortality.

But even without direct 
knowledge of the Yom Kippur 
connection, Jones has always 
had a strong musical and cul-
tural connection to the Jewish 
world. His first big hit, after all, 
was “Delilah,” named after the 
biblical partner of Samson. While 
the song itself does not retell the 
story—in fact, it’s a violent ballad 
in which the murderer/narrator 
recounts, “She stood there laugh-
ing / I felt the knife in my hand 
and she laughed no more”— Les 
Reed, one of the song’s cowriters, 
originally intended to base it on 
the story of the ill-fated biblical 

Tom Jones really does have a secret Jewish history

lovers.
Sylvan Mason, another of the song’s cowriters, once told an inter-

viewer, “As the song progressed, after struggling a bit, we decided to 
switch over to making it about the storyline in the 1954 film of ‘Car-
men Jones,’ which I had seen as a young girl.” Curiously, when the song 
was first recorded by P.J. Proby, he sang “Eye yi yi, Delilah,” which 
sounded suspiciously Yiddish, or at least Yinglish. Jones changed it to 
“My my my, Delilah.”

Jones was no stranger to singing in Yiddish. For decades, his con-
certs have included a (mostly English) rendition of “My Yiddishe 
Mame,” which he sang with a particularly cantorial flair. A reviewer 
from the Times of Israel wrote of a 2013 performance, “He told the 
audience that his father Thomas taught him ‘My Yiddishe Mame’ when 
he was a kid.”

In any case, Jones did finally get around to singing about Delilah 
and Samson on his most recent album, “Surrounded by Time (The 
Hourglass Edition),” which includes a rendition of the traditional folk 
tune, “Samson and Delilah,” best known in its version by the Grateful 
Dead, who frequently performed it in concert and included a record-
ing of it on their 1977 “Terrapin Station” album. (Bob Dylan has also 
performed it in concert.) It includes the Biblically accurate verse:

You read about Samson, all from his birth
He was the strongest man ever had lived on earth
One day while Samson was walking along
Looked down on the ground he saw an old jawbone
Then he stretched out his arm and his chains 
    broke like threads
And when he got to move, 10 thousand were dead.

Dylan himself rewrote the Samson and Delilah legend into his 1965 
song, “Tombstone Blues.”Jones has often dipped into the rich well of 
songs by Jewish songwriters. He had a hit with “With These Hands” 

in 1965, written by the Jewish 
songwriting team of Benny Da-
vis and Abner Silver and origi-
nally recorded by Jewish singer 
Eddie Fisher. Jones has also re-
corded “It’s Magic” by Jule Styne 
and Sammy Cahn, “Hello Young 
Lovers” by Richard Rodgers and 
Oscar Hammerstein, “If Ever I 
Would Leave You” by Frederick 
Loewe and Al Lerner, “What’s 
New Pussycat?” by Burt Bacha-
rach and Hal David, “Kansas City” 

by Jerry Leiber and Mike Stoller, and Bob 
Dylan’s “What Good Am I?”

In addition to “Not Dark Yet,” Jones’s 
new album, “Surrounded by Time (The 
Hourglass Edition),” includes a version of 
Dylan’s “One More Cup of Coffee” and Alan 
and Marilyn Bergman’s “The Windmills of 
Your Mind.” In concert, Jones has sung ren-
ditions of Randy Newman’s “Mama Told Me 
Not to Come” and “You Can Leave Your Hat 
On” and Leonard Cohen’s “Tower of Song.”

Jones has frequently performed in Is-
rael, in recent years doing so in defiance 
of the BDS cultural boycott of Israel. Jones 
told the UK publication the Telegraph, “I 
think entertainers should entertain. They 
should go wherever — there shouldn’t be 
any restrictions. I did two shows in Tel 
Aviv, and it was fantastic.”

At age 81, Jones is nearly as popular 
as ever. In the UK, where “Surrounded by 
Time” was released earlier this year, the 
album debuted at No. 1. By doing so, Jones 
also became the oldest artist ever to have 
a number-one album in the UK, knocking 

Bob Dylan — who hit number-one with his most recent album, “Rough 
and Rowdy Ways,” in June 2020 at the relatively young age of 79 — off 
his perch.

Seth Rogovoy is a contributing editor at the Forward. He frequently 
mines popular culture for its lesser-known Jewish stories.
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President’s Message by Karen Bloustine

Hadassah News
President’s Message

by Karen Bloustine

Hadassah’s Impact  
in the US Congress

Hadassah Eastern CT
We’d love to hear from you. 
Please feel free to call or write.

● President: Karen Bloustine bloustinek@gmail.com
860-326-6377

● Membership: Moira Ross moira29ross@hotmail.com
● Donations: Treas. Vicki Seroussi 2 Mitchell Ct 

Norwich, CT 06360
● Cards/Certificates: Kim Fischburg kimfischburg@gmail.com

860-608-9223

   Follow us on Facebook  

IMPACT CONT. ON PG 13

You may not be aware of Hadassah’s advocacy work in the nation’s 
Capitol so I want to share our mission and accomplishments with you. 
We have specific programs to make our voices heard on many legisla-
tive issues. This past year, we worked on a number of legislative vic-
tories signed into law by President Biden to help heal our world. We 
make our voices heard in Washington through virtual meetings, calls, 
emails. social media posts, letters, in-person sessions with our Con-
gressmen and Senators and more.

Hadassah’s advocacy and lobbying helped bring about legislative 
successes in the following areas:

• Strengthening Holocaust Education
• Creating New US-Israel Medical Partnerships
• Combating Antisemitism
• Supporting USAID Grant Programs
• Promoting Peaceful Co-Existence
• Investing In COVID-19 Research
• Increasing Access To Clinical Trials
• Advancing Women’s Health Equity

Strengthening Holocaust Education - In 2020, Congress passed 
the Never Again Education Act, and now educators will have access 
to training and resources to help bring the lessons of the Holocaust 
alive in classrooms nationwide. Hadassah members held briefings 
on Capitol Hill to build support among Congressional offices, called 
and wrote to their representatives, urged support through Day in the 
District meetings to keep the issue front and center on the agendas 
of both parties. We impressed upon our politicians the importance of 
Holocaust education as  essential to respond to the twin threats of ris-
ing antisemitism and declining understanding of the Holocaust. Now 
millions of federal dollars will assist educators to bring important les-
sons to the classroom.

Creating New US-Israel Medical Partnerships - Hadassah ad-
opted a new policy statement to urge all members to educate poli-

Postscript on Ben Cooper’s 100th birthday
By Shelia Horvitz

We just missed the deadline for the last edition of the Leader to 
include this photo of Ben Cooper as we celebrated his 100th Birthday.

So here he is wearing the gift that my husband Vic and I sent him 
for his big birthday. The backstory is fun. Ben Cooper is a fantastic gin 
rummy player. He loves playing cards with everyone and Vic and I have 
had the pleasure to sit in his West Hartford kitchen for a round of rum-
my and to be the victims of his cunning strategies and winning streaks. 
So, we couldn’t resist buying this t-shirt for him. It is perfect. “At 100 
I’m still playing with a full deck. I just shuffle slower.”

By Sheila Horvitz
In 2012, I attended Hadas-

sah’s Centennial Convention in 
Jerusalem. On the Friday night 
of Convention week, Hadassah 
organized a bus trip to the Kotel 
to observe and participate in the 
Shabbat service held at the Ko-
tel by the “Women of the Wall”. 
Just as we arrived at the site, we 
witnessed havoc on the scene, 
the arrest of Anet Hoffman, the 
“Women of the Wall” founder 
and leader and then the intimida-
tion, physical and verbal assault 
against the women, including 
women in our group, by young 
Orthodox men. These clashes, 
brawling antagonists, protests 
and arrests have been occurring 
regularly since 1988 when the 
“Women of the Wall” group was 
established. Recent protests, ar-
rests, and melees at the Kotel beg 
the question: What is the resolu-
tion and when?

In December 1988, a group 
of 100 women who were attend-
ing the first International Jewish 
Feminist Conference in Jerusa-
lem went to the Western Wall and 
attempted to read from the Torah 
in the women’s section. They 
were physically and verbally as-
saulted by a group of Orthodox 
worshippers. The police stopped 
their service, but the women re-
solved to gather there each Rosh 
Chodesh with a Torah, tefillin 
and tallitot. And so, the “Women 
of the Wall’’ was founded. The 
mission of the group is “to attain 
social and legal recognition of our 
right, as women, to wear prayer 
shawls, pray and read from the To-
rah, collectively and aloud, at the 
Western Wall.” The women claim 
that is their right as Jews in their 
Jewish state and they don’t feel at 
home in a place where they can-
not wear tallit and read together 
from the Torah. 

But the Orthodox protestors 
have a different view. They be-
lieve that all prayer at the West-
ern Wall should follow Haredi 
Orthodox rules. Women and men 
must be separated with a high 
wall or partition, and women 
are forbidden from wearing tefil-
lin, tallitot and kippot, and from 
reading from the Torah, practices 
that are restricted to men in some 
Orthodox communities.

In 2013, then-Prime Minister 
Netanyahu tasked Natan Sharan-
sky, the head of The Jewish Agen-

How will the “Women of the Wall”  
controversy end?

cy, with resolving the conflict 
over prayer at the Western 
Wall. Sharansky proposed 
creating three equal sections 
at the Wall Plaza: one for 
men, one for women and one 
for egalitarian mixed prayer. 
Later the plan was revised, 
and the egalitarian section 
moved to Robinson’s Arch, 
an archeological site at the 
southern end of the Western 
Wall plaza. In 2016, the gov-
ernment approved this plan 

- known as the “Kotel Compromise.”
The Women of the Wall group was deeply divided on this com-

promise because some insisted on having their regular space in the 
women’s section at the Kotel - but then Netanyahu, with pressure from 

WALL CONT. ON PG 13
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The Gifts of Honey & More -- 
Celebrating Tu B’Shevat

By Armi Rowe
Temple Emanu-El hosted a truly interactive, well-

attended and insightful Tu B’Shevat celebration for all 
ages on Sunday, January 16. Religious School students, 
congregants, and our friends in the community were 
treated to a spectacular hybrid program called “Honey 
& More” which was presented in person to the students 
and via Zoom for the rest of the attendees.

“Honey bees are fascinating creatures and they have 
a lot to teach us,” said Armelde Pitre, a hobbyist bee-
keeper for the past 10 years, who completed master 
beekeeping studies from Cornell University and main-
tains beehives in Canterbury, Lisbon, and Preston. She 
was assisted by her fifteen-year-old grandson Jesse, a 
budding beekeeper she has been mentoring for the past 
three years. 

Armelde engaged us with her deep knowledge and 
experience with honey bees. She opened by letting us 
know that honey bees are more interested in trees, 
flowers and water rather than us, so they can indus-
triously set up a hive and raise their brood or beehive 
community. A single hive can have more than 55,000 
bees at peak season, but only one Queen bee that lays all 
the eggs and male drones that fertilize the eggs. The rest 
are worker bees that do everything else including build-
ing the hive, protecting their brood from unwelcome in-
truders, and feeding their entire community by foraging 
up to 2.5 miles away and covering the distance of 9,000 

acres. They bring back flower nectar, pollen, propolis and 
water, so that they can “create honey, pollen, and wax for 
us to use amongst other things.”

The first part of Armelde’s program was designed for 
Pre-K through 2nd graders. She engaged the little ones 
from the start. She had them guess which insects on a pho-
tograph were bees and which foods on a collage were pol-
linated by bees. It got super interactive for the kids when 
she had each child simulate a bee pollinating flowers. 
They each took their yellow bee balloons and rubbed it on 
their heads to create static and then held it down toward 
yellow sprinkles that were placed on paper flower cut-
outs. To their delight and surprise, they watched science 
in action as their balloons attracted “pollen” from their 
flowers, just as bees do. They also created mason beehives 
using a recycled can, string, and some construction paper 
rolled into tubes and stuffed into the cans.

The fourth through eighth graders and adults learned 
even more interesting facts about bees from Armelde’s 
presentation, which consisted of detailed slides describ-
ing the honey bee’s anatomy, what goes on in a beehive, 
and a simulation of the actual materials that she and Jesse 
use to raise and nurture hives, such as a bee suit and a 
smoker that they use to calm bees when opening a hive. 
Armelde also described the function of each of the frames 
inside the beehive and shared lesser-known facts about 
the honey bee. For example, they pollinate over 130 crops 

and have about 170 odorant receptors and 
that the honey bee can even be trained to 
sniff out explosives.

We learned that honey bees are extreme-
ly skilled at communication – they do so by 
sight, sound, taste and movement – and that 
they are the hardest workers; to produce one 
pound of honey, bees can visit up to 2 million 
flowers! Armelde put this in perspective for 
us by explaining that the distance they can 
cover is equivalent to flying around the world 
four times!

Armelde’s Honey & More program was 
a perfect way to celebrate Tu B’Shevat be-
cause it gave us a new appreciation for our 
direct connection with and inspiration from 
nature, such as the fantastic efforts of honey 
bees and their many gifts to us. Honey con-
tains antioxidants that help us fight disease 
(antifungal, anti-inflammatory, and antiviral 
properties). Another honey product, propo-
lis, has antiviral properties, and bee venom, 
a powerful anti-inflammatory, has been able 
to help people overcome bee allergies and 
arthritis. Armelde showed us the versatile 
uses of bee products beyond honey for eat-
ing. She shared actual samples of honey for 
attendees to taste at home, including manu-
ka honey from a tree in New Zealand, which 
has even more anti-infective properties and 
is approved as treatment for burn wounds 
and other open wounds. Armelde showed us 
the many bee products she created from the 

honey bees’ gifts, including beeswax candles, wax fab-
ric container covers and sandwich wraps, lotions, and 
creams.

We are grateful to Armelde and Jesse for their gen-
erosity of knowledge, time, effort, and materials. They 
answered so many questions that kept coming from 
across all attendees. She asked that we all consider 
ways to help honey bees, whose populations are be-
ing threatened. To help, she encourages us all to plant 
a variety of flowers and trees; let dandelions grow and 
stop using toxic herbicides and pesticides. We should 
consider growing wildflowers; creating a bee watering 
station by using a recycled pot and some rocks to give 
honey bees a place to land; or consider building a home 
for bees. Finally, Armelde asks that we continue to buy 
local and in-season fruits and vegetables and to sup-
port local beekeepers by buying local honey and other 
bee products.

Anyone who missed this special presentation may 
access a recording of it on Temple Emanu-El’s YouTube 
channel.

Armelde Pitre, a hobbyist beekeeper for the past 10 years, who completed master beekeeping studies from Cor-
nell University and maintains beehives in Canterbury, Lisbon, and Preston was assisted by her fifteen-year-old 
grandson Jesse, a budding beekeeper she has been mentoring for the past three years.
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It got super interactive for the kids when 
Armelde had each child simulate a bee 
pollinating flowers. They each took their 
yellow bee balloons and rubbed it on 
their heads to create static and then held 
it down toward yellow sprinkles that were 
placed on paper flower cutouts. To their de-
light and surprise, they watched science in 
action as their balloons attracted “pollen” 
from their flowers, just as bees do. 
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ON THE BAY 

FOR ALL YOUR  
REAL ESTATE NEEDS 

By Jodi Rudoren, The Forward
Michelle Werner was a first-year rabbinical student in Jerusalem 

with Charlie Cytron-Walker on 9/11 and remembers vividly the two 
sitting with their classmates in the Hebrew Union College cafeteria 
and watching the video “over and over” of the airplanes hitting the 
World Trade Center.

On Saturday, as Cytron-Walker was held hostage in his Texas syna-
gogue for 11 hours by a man demanding freedom for a convicted ter-
rorist with connections to 9/11, Rabbi Werner and her close-knit class-
mates supported and updated each other via Facebook chat. “Now all 
of us are thinking, ‘Why are we doing this again, and why is Charlie in 
the middle of this story?’” Rabbi Werner said in an interview Saturday 
night before her friend and his congregants were safely released.

Rabbi Charlie, as friends and congregants call him, was leading 
Shabbat services as usual when a stranger disrupted, around the time 
of the prayer for the sick, according to footage from the livestream of 
services posted on Facebook. The man said he was hoping to help free 
Aafia Siddiqui, who is an in-law of the chief architect of 9/11 and who 
herself is serving an 86-year prison sentence for attempted terrorism.

Around 9:30 p.m. CT, Gov. Greg Abbott of Texas tweeted that all the 
hostages had been released safely. The man who held the rabbi and 
several others captive for about 11 hours was killed in the standoff, the 
Colleyville police chief said at a news conference.

Those who knew Cytron-Walker said the attack felt not only hor-
rific but also ironic. He was a man who hosted the imam and members 
of a nearby mosque at his synagogue in Colleyville, Texas. He was the 
architect of much interfaith dialogue in the community of 26,000 a few 
miles from the Dallas-Fort Worth airport. Members of his Congrega-
tion Beth Israel celebrated iftar dinners during Ramadan with Muslim 
neighbors.

“That was the first time I’d ever met an imam,” Tia Sukenik, the con-
gregation’s former religious-school director, recalled of the first meet-
and-greet between the two communities. A few dozen people gath-
ered around four or five round tables in the social hall over snacks. “It 
opened the door where I could bring my religious-school students to 
go visit them,” she added. “He’s always worked to expand our world 
and to let other people see what Jews are like.”

Cytron-Walker arrived at Beth Israel in 2006, shortly after his or-
dination from Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion. He 
was the small Reform congregation’s first full-time rabbi, and it was 
his first pulpit. In the 15 years since he started, it has nearly doubled 
in size to about 140 families.

Those who knew him growing up in Lansing, Michigan; in rabbinical 
school in Jerusalem and Cincinnati, Ohio; and in Colleyville described 
Cytron-Walker as a welcoming presence and bridge builder deeply 
committed to social justice. He’s the guy who turned in his thesis 15 
minutes before it was due and needed help writing thank-you notes 
to host congregations where he spent weekends as a student-rabbi. 

Meet Charlie Cytron-Walker, the Texas 
rabbi held hostage for 11 hours

A guy who adopted a hyphenated 
surname upon marriage and al-
ways wears a yarmulke.

“His entire persona is listen-
ing and dialogue,” said Rabbi 
Werner, his HUC classmate and 
leader of Congregation Bnei Is-
rael in Rochester, Minnesota. “If 
you had a meeting with Charlie, 
there was like a six-hour process 
part about how everybody would 
be heard, about how we could be 
kind to each other — and that 
was about ordering a pizza.”

Their rabbinical-school year 
in Jerusalem was during the heat 
of the second intifada, Werner 
noted, and it was Cytron-Walk-
er’s apartment where the friends 
would gather when the bomb-
sirens went off. “That’s where 
people felt safe and surrounded 
and cared for,” she explained. “It 
wasn’t a question: you knocked 
on the door and then the door 
opened.”

Cytron-Walker’s wife, Adena, 
works for a group called the Mul-
ticultural Alliance. The couple 
has two daughters, the younger 
of whom became bat mitzvah 
during the pandemic.

He is a 1998 graduate of the 
University of Michigan, where 
he met his wife and, according to 
the synagogue website, he once 
spent 48 hours on the street to 
understand homelessness, and 
another time participated in a 
24-hour dance marathon. Be-
fore starting rabbinical school, 
he worked at Focus-HOPE, a civil 
and human rights organization 
in Detroit, and at a soup kitchen 
and food pantry in Amherst, Mas-
sachusetts.

Gary P. Zola, a history profes-
sor at HUC’s Cincinnati campus, 
recalled Cytron-Walker as the 
student who got along across 
cliques because “he’s got a warm 
smile and speaks in a gentle, 
compassionate way.”

“There are a lot of differ-
ent personalities in rabbinical 
school, and strong feelings — 
Charlie was somebody who could 
establish bonds with everybody,” 
Zola said. “He is blessed with the 
ability to connect with people 
and become beloved.”

Though most graduates of 
HUC start their careers as as-
sistants at large congregations, 
Cytron-Walker was drawn to the 
idea of building up a smaller com-
munity in a place without a lot of 

Jews. So was his friend Rabbi Werner, who is about 20 years older than 
most of her classmates and applied for the same job in Colleyville.

Werner said Beth Israel told her it felt Cytron-Walker’s relative 
youth was a better match for its young community — “and Charlie 
wanted to sue them for ageism on my behalf.”

Rabbi Ben Sternman of Adat Chaverim, a Reform congregation in 
the Dallas suburb of Plano, gets together for lunch most Wednesdays 
— depending on COVID levels — with Cytron-Walker and two other 
rabbis of small synagogues in the area. They go to the Oldwest Cafe in 
Bedford or the Parma Pasta and Pizza in Lewisville and compare notes 
— about pandemic planning, personal finances, tikkun olam and, yes, 
synagogue security.

“When we’re faced with issues that we’re not sure how to handle, 
we bounce ideas off each other,” Sternman said. “Charlie is an organiz-
er. He sincerely wants to make this world a better place. He is always 
out there trying to get all of us involved in a project. When he’s been 
organizing in interfaith, he’s been telling us what he’s doing and it’s an 
inspiration for us to get involved in the same way.”

Sternman said that Cytron-Walker, like himself, had gone through 
active-shooter training provided by the Dallas-area Federation, which 
had also conducted security audits for their congregations.

“After Pittsburgh we talked about security, what small congrega-
tions that don’t have deep pockets can do in order to maintain secu-
rity,” he said, referring to the 2018 killing of 11 worshippers during 
Shabbat services. “Every time that I have gone to Congregation Beth 
Israel the door has been locked, so I don’t know what happened today.”

Lauren Markoe and Benyamin Cohen contributed reporting.

Jodi Rudoren became Editor-in-Chief of the Forward in 2019. Before 
that, she spent more than two decades as a reporter and editor at The 
New York Times.

Rabbi Charlie Cytron-Walker of  Congregation Beth Israel, lo-
cated in Colleyville, TX outside of Fortworth.

Byles-MacDougall
Funeral Service, Inc

(860) 442-0343
(888) 736-7036

Byles Memorial Home
99 Huntington Street

New London, Conn. 06320

Byles-Groton Memorial Home
310 Thames Street

Groton, Conn. 06340

Daniel W. Byles
Reid B. Burdick

John D. MacDougall
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR for the  

Jewish Federation of Eastern CT  

The Jewish Federation of Eastern CT, is seeking a visionary,  
hands on Executive Director, who will work collaboratively  
with all facets of the Jewish community and the community at large.  

This position requires a broad range of abilities.  
The Executive Director must be energetic,  
with the ability and the desire to promote the vibrancy,  
diversity and unity of the Jewish Community,  
as well as outreach to the greater community. 

Interested candidates should submit a resume and cover letter  
including relevant education and employment history to jfec.exec@gmail.com.   

A Job Description will be provided upon request. 

All inquiries will be kept confidential.   

For more information about JFEC, go to www.JFEC.com. 

By Ruth Marks Eglash, 
eJewishPhilanthropy

More than a dozen 
Israeli and Palestinian 
nonprofit organizations 
active in various aspects 
of peace building will 
launch a joint online 
fundraising campaign 
on Dec. 29, working 
with the belief that an 
already saturated yet 
neglected field will ben-
efit from shared efforts 
across the board.

The rare initiative 
comes amid a rise in 
tensions between Israe-
lis and Palestinians fol-
lowing a spate of recent 
stabbing and shooting 
attacks by Palestinians against Israeli civilians and violence by Israeli 
settlers against Palestinians in the West Bank. The Israeli army is cur-
rently on high alert after the killing of Yehuda Dimentman, 25, in a 
shooting on Thursday night.

It also comes after the May conflict between Israel and Hamas in 
Gaza, which saw violent clashes between Jews and Arabs in cities and 
towns across the country.

The campaign was initiated by Amal-Tikva, a Jerusalem-based or-
ganization that provides strategic consulting and training for nonprof-
its to improve effectiveness, together with B8 of Hope, which supports 
Israeli and Palestinian grassroots peace-building initiatives. It will 
unite some 14 Israeli and Palestinian NGOs for focused online fund-
raising and is being billed as an opportunity where “people from all 
over the world will join together to support organizations building a 
more peaceful reality for Israelis and Palestinians.”

Participating organizations – including Lissan, which promotes 
gender and social equality in Jerusalem through language education; 
MEET, an educational program for the most promising Israeli and Pal-
estinian future leaders; and the Parents Circle Families Forum, a joint 
Israeli-Palestinian organization of over 600 bereaved families from 
both sides of the conflict — will use Causematch, an Israeli fundraising 
platform that eases the task for nonprofits, providing expert 
advice on how best to engage with potential givers and reach 
a wider audience.

“Even if the organizations do not raise as much as they 
hope to, they will learn how to engage their own commu-
nities more effectively and how to manage a project more 
professionally,” Meredith Rothbart, co-founder and CEO of 
Amal-Tikva told Jewish Insider. “One of our main goals is to 
move from a culture of fragmentation and competition to 
one where peacebuilding organizations turn to each other 
for support.”

Rothbart said that throughout the preparation process 
for the campaign, the organizations learned from one an-
other and received support from Causematch about how to 
put together a fundraising campaign. She also said that many 
of the organizations are so small that they do not have dedi-
cated fundraising staff.

“Crowdfunding has major potential for grassroots orga-
nizations, yet we have seen that most NGOs in the field lack 
the skills and resources to run a campaign,” Rothbart said, 
adding that Causematch was a “natural partner for us with 
their model that includes coaching and group support on the 
technical, strategic and creative elements of the campaign.”

Mehra Rimer, a co-founder and chair of B8 of Hope noted, 
“When it comes to the holy land, bad news is the news and 

Israeli and Palestinian peace-building 
NGOs launch joint fundraising drive

funding peace-building initia-
tives is investing in peace and be-
coming shareholders of a better 
reality.”

She said the initiative “en-
ables anyone out there to join the 
cause” of building peace between 
Israelis and Palestinians.

Rothbart added that decid-
ing to participate in this initia-
tive was not easy for some of the 
groups, particularly the Palestin-
ian NGOs, because coexistence 
initiatives and normalizing ties 
with Israelis are frowned upon. 
But, she said, the effort “comes at 
a crucial moment when the U.S. 
government has taken its sup-
port one step further by passing 
the Middle East Partnership for 
Peace Act, which will disburse 
over $250 million over the next 

By Ruth Marks Eglash, eJewishPhilanthropy
As Israel’s border reopens following the latest COVID-19-related 

closures, the president and CEO of The Jewish Federations of North 
America (JFNA), Eric Fingerhut, told eJewishPhilanthropy on Thurs-
day that it is critical for Israel and Jewish communities in North Amer-
ica to begin fixing what has been lost due to the travel disruptions and 
“to develop a set of protocols and approaches that can be utilized in 
the future.”

“We would be crazy to think this could not happen again,” said Fin-
gerhut, who was in Israel this week to attend the funeral and shiva 
of Israeli President Isaac Herzog’s mother, Aura Herzog, who died on 
Monday. “This may not have been in our imagination two years ago, 
but now is the time for us to put arrangements and protocols in place.”

“I cannot overestimate that Israel travel is a cornerstone of our 
Jewish and Zionist education and identity,” he continued. “It is the 
most effective educational tool we have, and we have to invest in it.”

Fingerhut, who leads the umbrella organization of some 146 fed-
erations across the U.S., said that despite the pandemic disruptions to 
Israel travel, including the cancellation of short-term group programs, 
community missions and independent personal trips, the pandemic 
had brought American supporters of Israel closer together.

“There is a sense of collaboration between Jewish organizations 
that did not exist before,” he said, explaining that while in the past the 
various programs competed and operated separately, “they now un-
derstand that we have to work together.”

Last week, JFNA appointed Tal Gozani, formerly the chief program 
officer of the Israeli-American Council, as the executive director of the 
Israel Travel Alliance (ITA). Established a year ago, the ITA is a mul-
tifaith coalition of more than 90 Jewish and Christian organizations 
that facilitate trips to Israel working together to rebuild after Israel’s 
sporadic and often inconsistent closures.

Fingerhut said that even though JFNA does not actively organize 
group trips to Israel, it is ramping up its support for such programs 
and assisting in “every way we can to jump-start and re-engage to get 
the important area of Jewish immersive and Zionist education back to 
full strength.”

Israel opened its border to foreign tourists on Sunday but has yet 
to permit organized groups to enter. Birthright Israel and other tour 

Time to fix travel ties 
between Israel and  

the Diaspora
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the hostages to escape Saturday night after being held at gunpoint in 
Congregation Beth Israel, where he has been an active member for the 
past several years.

Cohen recalled the harrowing events of the day, nonchalantly ref-
erencing acts of heroism taken by himself and others in the CBI sanc-
tuary that allowed the day to end with all four hostages alive and un-
harmed.

With the memories still raw, Cohen choked up several times 
throughout the 40-minute conversation, describing the phone calls he 
made to his wife and children that he thought would be his last, as 
well as the gratitude he had for having taken an active shooter course, 
which provided him with the “forethought” for how to conduct himself 
throughout the day and helped him stay alive.

“I went to school in Pittsburgh, and I used to regularly walk by Tree 
of Life,” he said, referencing the synagogue targeted in the deadliest 
antisemitic attack in US history less than four years ago. “Of course we 
had a very different ending here than we did there, thank God.”

Cohen attends Sabbath services just about every weekend, but he 
said he was particularly excited for this past Saturday because it was 
Sabbath Shira when Jews read the Torah portion on God splitting the 
Red Sea for the Israelites after they exited Egypt.

When Cohen arrived at the Reform synagogue, Akram was already 
inside. CBI Rabbi Charlie Cytron-Walker greeted Cohen and told him 
to say hello to their guest who had been outside in the below-freezing 
weather and was having a cup of tea.

“All the things they tell you to look for in somebody — eyes darting 
about, hands being jittery or hidden, facial or body expressions being 
troubled — he didn’t have that,” Cohen recalled. “He was smiling, he 
was comfortable, he was relaxed… So I really didn’t think much of it.”

The four CBI members inside began services shortly thereafter.
“After the Amidah [prayer]… and I sat down and… heard that un-

mistakable sound of a slide on an automatic weapon,” said Cohen.
Moments later, Akram pounced out of his chair and was yelling. Co-

hen doesn’t remember what the attacker said, but he took his phone 
out of his pocket, dialed 911 and turned it over so his hostage-taker 
couldn’t see what was on the screen.

US law enforcement vehicles sit in front of the Congregation Beth 
Israel synagogue on January 16, 2022 in Colleyville, Texas. (Brandon 
Bell/Getty Images/AFP)

The ordeal was also unfolding on the livestream that CBI has set 
up each week since the pandemic to allow members uncomfortable 
praying indoors to do so from home. While Cytron-Walker credited the 
livestream from ensuring that fewer members were in the synagogue 
when the standoff unfolded, to Cohen, the benefit of the feed was that 
it allowed those watching to quickly alert the authorities.

Akram would go on to order Cytron-Walker, Cohen and the two oth-
ers, whose names have not yet been disclosed, to move to a corner 
of the sanctuary. While there, Cohen carefully aligned himself with an 

HOSTAGE CONT. FROM PG 1 exit door.
He then stopped sharing the 

story to make the following plea: 
“Make an opportunity to take 
an active shooter class because 
that’s what saved our lives. That 
gave me the forethought to posi-
tion myself where I did.”

During the first half-hour of 
the ordeal, Cohen said he was 
convinced that the attacker in-
tended to use his weapon.

Akram let the hostages call 
their families in what the wor-
shipers believed would be the 
final conversations with their 
loved ones.

“I called my wife and children 
and left them each a very brief 
message where I basically said 
‘I’m at the synagogue. We have a 
gunman here who says he’s got 
a bomb. This may not end well. I 
love you. Remember me,’” Cohen, 
a father of two, recalled, over-
come by emotion.

After those first 30 
minutes though, Akram 
calmed down and focused 
on trying to release his 
“sister” Siddiqui.

“He had one objective. 
He repeatedly said that 
he didn’t want to hurt 
us… that he would let us 
go, that he was the only 
one who was going to 
die… and that if the police 
brought his sister there, 
he and she would go out 
on the front lawn and let 
the authorities kill him. He 
kept speaking about mar-
tyrdom. He was the only 
one who needed to die 
that day,” Cohen said. “He 
told us that he chose the closest 
synagogue to the facility where 
[Siddiqui was] being held.”

Referencing a statement is-
sued by Akram’s brother on Sun-
day in which the latter insisted 
the gunman suffered from men-
tal health issues, Cohen said he 
“believe[d] that to be true.”

Regardless, the hostage re-
called the attacker railing against 
people of varying races, sexual 
orientations, and religions — in-
cluding fellow Muslims.

This continued for 11 hours 
inside the synagogue as Cohen 
and the other hostages sought to 
keep Akram calm.

It worked for almost the en-
tire time, and at one-point mid-
way through the standoff, the 
gunman proposed releasing all 
four of the hostages to go and get 
something to eat on the condition 
that they return 30 minutes later.

People rally demanding the release of Aafia Siddiqui, who was con-
victed in February 2010 of two counts of attempted murder, and who 
was being detained in the US during International Women’s Day in Ka-
rachi, Pakistan, March 8, 2011. (Fareed Khan/AP)

Realizing that they likely wouldn’t return he resolved to free one of 
the worshipers.

At around 8:30 pm. though, Akram began losing his patience as 
he grew tired, frustrated, and hungry. He began threatening to shoot 
them. “Three bullets — one in each of them,” Cohen recalled the hos-
tage-taker shouting.

Finally losing his cool, Akram ordered the hostages to get down on 
their knees.

“I was not going to die that way,” Cohen said, adding that what he 
did next was the first time during the entire ordeal that he acted insub-
ordinately and aggressively toward his armed hostage-taker.

He leaned forward, locked eyes with Akram and slowly mouthed 
the word, “no.”

“He got a little scared and sat back down,” Cohen said.
Shortly thereafter, Akram went to pour himself a cup of soda. At 

this point, Cohen heard Cytron-Walker yell ‘run!’ before hurling a chair 
at the gunman.

Cohen and the other hostage bolted through the emergency exit 
and their rabbi followed shortly after.

Moments later, the FBI’s Hostage Rescue Team breached the build-
ing, engaging in a firefight with Akram and killing the 44-year-old Brit-

ish national.
Cohen admitted it was too soon to know how the hostage crisis 

would impact him long-term, but he had a couple of takeaways for the 
time being.

“Number one for me — the active shooter course is critical,” he said 
for the second time during the interview.

“If I could do anything to help encourage anyone, any organization 
that is having meetings that need to do this, I would,” Cohen continued, 
holding back tears. “Especially Jewish organizations because we are 
the target because of all of these horrible tropes.”

“The second thing is reaching to others, so that it’s harder for them 
to hate…We try to do that a lot in our community here,” he said, noting 
the active role Cytron-Walker and CBI play in interfaith outreach in 
Colleyville.

“It’s no secret this area has had some problems with discrimina-
tion,” Cohen said of the Dallas suburb without specifying further. “But 
that’s not the majority of the people, and as more people become 
aware that others have been poisoned by these tropes, maybe we can 
help others to learn.”

“As far as getting back to the synagogue, I’m obviously very com-
fortable with Zoom, but the habit of being in the building is important 
to me, so if I can, I prefer to be one of those bodies in the seats,” he 
added.

Even next week? I asked.
“Even next week.”

Congregation Beth Israel member Jeffrey Cohen speaks via Zoom 
with The Times of Israel on January 17, 2022. (Screen capture/Zoom)

US law enforcement vehicles sit in front of the Congregation Beth Israel syna-
gogue on January 16, 2022 in Colleyville, Texas. (Brandon Bell/Getty Images/
AFP)
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IMPACTCONT. FROM PG 7

cymakers about how Hadassah 
Medical Organization (HMO) 
transforms lives in Israel and 
around the world and we asked 
for legislation promoting medical 
partnerships between the US and 
Israel. A new groundbreaking 
agreement was passed creating 
a medical partnership agreement 
to help end the threat of COVID- 
19 - one that only exists with the 
State of Israel.

Combating Antisemitism 
-Hadassah fought for legislation 
that created a Special Envoy to 
Monitor and Combat Anti-Sem-
itism and is now supporting the 
appointment and confirmation of 
Holocaust scholar Deborah Lip-
stadt to that position.

Supporting USAID Grant 
Programs - The USAID American 
Schools and Hospitals Abroad 
program supports HMO to con-
tinue providing our world-class 
medical care, research and inno-
vations. Legislation passed pro-
viding $30million in new funding 
for the ASHA program that helps 
HMO.

Promoting Peaceful Co-exis-
tence - Cooperation and peace-
ful co-existence are hallmarks 
of HMO which serves patients 
without regard to race, religion, 
or nationality. Do you know that 
HMO earned a Nobel Peace Prize 
Nomination in 2005 for build-
ing “bridges to peace”? Hadas-
sah members helped the passage 
of a multi million dollar Nita M. 
Lowey Middle East Partnership 
for Peace Act which will fund pro-
grams that support Israeli, Pales-
tinian and Arab co-existence.

Investing In COVID-19 Re-
search - Hadassah advocated for 
new funding passed for research 
to diagnose, study, track and treat 
the lasting health impacts of CO-
VID and Long COVID and to con-
duct clinical trials.

Increasing Access To Clinical 
Trials - The Clinical Treatment 
Act requires Medicaid to cover 
routine costs for clinical trials 
so nearly 30 million Medicaid 
patients can get access to life-
saving treatments. And did you 
know that women make up over 
63 percent of adult Medicaid re-
cipients?

Advancing Women’s Health 
Equity - Hadassah has been 
fighting for health equity for 
women and for the new policy 
directive by the Department of 
Defense that ensures that wom-
en and individuals from minor-

Haredi groups, suspended the plan a few months after it was approved.
The women have remained divided - but now with a new govern-

ment since last June, the Kotel Compromise is being revived and has 
a chance of happening. Prime Minister Naftali Bennett has supported 
the plan since it was created in 2013 and said it would be reapproved 
by January, 2022 - so now Israel is waiting. Bennet has said: “I believe 
that the Kotel belongs to all the Jews in the world. Not to one stream or 
another. That is what the new Ezrat Yisrael (egalitarian prayer) section 
is about. . . a wonderful thing. It makes unity and peace possible at the 
Kotel.”

Public polling shows that over 60 percent of Israelis favor the plan, 
but among Orthodox respondents, 83 percent oppose it. Israeli politi-
cians have called for protest of what they call the desecration of the 
sanctity of the Wall. And Netanyahu shared a tweet of Shas leader 
Aryeh Deri calling for protests - a marked contrast to his 2015 speech 
addressing the General Assembly of Jewish Federations of North 
America when he said that “as Prime Minister of Israel, I will always 
ensure that all Jews can feel at home in Israel — Reform Jews, Conserva-
tive Jews, Orthodox,” and added that he would ensure that the Western 
Wall “is a source of unity for our people and not a source of division.” 
Stay Tuned!

WALL CONT. FROM PG 7

ity groups will be included in nearly all clinical research conducted 
through Congressionally Directed Medical Research Programs.

For more information on Hadassah’s mission and programs in Is-
rael and America, go to: Hadassah.org.

The film will be produced by Southeastern Connecticut resident Jer-
ry Fischer, who produced the film “Harvesting Stones” for CPTV in 2017 
and is co-directed and filmed by Award-winning National Geographic 
photographer, documentarian, and cinematographer Todd Gipstein.  
The production team includes Andreas Mink of Aufbau, the German-
Jewish magazine, Dana Kline of the Fortunoff Video Archive for Holo-
caust Testimonies at Yale University, Susan Schwartz of ABC News, and 
Yehuda Beinin and Dvora Burstyn in Israel. Advising the film are Pit 
Klein, German Public Radio, ret., Stephen Naron, Director of the For-
tunoff Archive, Anne C. Schenderlein of the Freie Universität, Berlin, 
and Karen L. Uslin of the Defiant Requiem Foundation. Cooperating 
with the film are government officials in Germany, Frank Fischer of the 
World Jewish Congress, and Professors Jefferson Singer of Connecticut 
College and Laurence Tribe of Harvard University.

The film will premiere in 2023 at the Garde Arts Center and will be 
aired on CPTV.

Tax-deductible donations to support the film can be made to the 
Garde Arts Center with a memo “dedicated to Henny and Hannover” 
by mail to the Garde Arts Center, 325 State Street, New London, CT 
06320 or online at gardearts.org. Indicate in the additional comments 
that the donation is for Henny and Hannover. More information can 
be obtained at the film’s website HennyTheMovie.org or by writing 
to info@hennythemovie.org

Connecticut Humanities (CTH) is an independent, nonprofit af-
filiate of the National Endowment for the Humanities. CTH connects 
people to the humanities through grants, partnerships, and collab-
orative programs. CTH projects, administration, and program de-
velopment are supported by state and federal matching funds, com-
munity foundations and gifts from private sources. Learn more by 
visiting cthumanities.org.

The Garde Arts Center,  Southeastern Connecticut’s  non-profit 
home for the performing arts, cinema and education, the Garde Arts 
Center was founded in 1985 to save, restore and operate the historic 
(1926) Garde Theater and adjacent properties as a regional cultural 
gathering place and economic catalyst in the heart of downtown New 
London.

AWARDSCONT. FROM PG 1
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s ing Jews and Jewishness was an 

important part of the effort to 
forge doctrines and ideas that 
not only shaped the Church, but 
also explained the world in which 
it existed. Many centuries later, is 
it possible to trace modern mani-
festations of antisemitism to the 
ideas of these early Christian 
thinkers? This program will ex-
plore ideas emanating from the 
early Christian church, how these 
ideas were transmitted across 
time and cultures, and the ways 
that they manifest themselves in 
our time.

Panel discussion moderated 
by Rob Leikind, Director, AJC New 
England Speakers: Prof. Deeana 
Klepper (Boston University, Elie 
Wiesel Center) Rabbi Noam Ma-
rans (AJC Director of Interreli-
gious and Intergroup Relations) 
Welcoming remarks from Am-
bassador Meron Reuben, Consul 
General of Israel to New England, 
and Prof. Michael Zank, Director 
of the Elie Wiesel Center for Jew-
ish Studies.

Sponsored by Elie Wiesel Cen-
ter for Jewish Studies at Boston 
University; AJC New England; 
and the Consulate General of Is-
rael to New England.

Use this link to register for 
this free event:

https://www.eventbrite.
c o m / e / i n t e r n a t i o n a l - h o -
l o c a u s t - r e m e m b r a n c e -
day-commemoration-tick-
ets-240094307537

* * *
Cinema of Dimension  

of Holocaust  
Remembrance

Sunday, January 30  
at 2 PM, via Zoom

The Cinema of Dimension of 
Holocaust Remembrance will 
be available to view on Zoom on 
Sunday, January 30 at 2:00 PM. 

Itay Ken-Tor will bring us doc-
umentaries that have never been 
seen before and will tell the story 
of the Holocaust as it is reflected 
in the cinema. Register today 
at https://forms.gle/w8GK-
dPwyR2WrrLpf7. The link to 
Zoom will be sent on the day of 
the event to all registrants.

Afula-Gilboa and SNEC 
(Southern New England Consor-
tium) Partnership are sponsor-
ing this program.

PROGRAMS  
CONT. FROM PG 1Mystic -- Harold 

Wolfe, 95, beloved hus-
band of Sherry for 72 
years, died peacefully 
on January 17, 2022. He 
had lived at Masonicare 
at Mystic for the past 10 
months after 30 years 
of a joyful retirement in 
Sarasota, Florida. 

Harold began life 
May 11, 1926, in Bing-
hamton, New York, the 
son of Joseph and Lil-

lian Wolfe. Upon graduation from 
high school, he enlisted in the Army 
during World War II, and within 
six months was stationed as a surgeon’s assistant in the Philippines. 
Upon the conclusion of the war, Harold attended Hartwick College in 
upstate New York. While spending summers in the Catskills at a hotel 
owned by his family, he met the love of his life, Sherry, and they mar-
ried in 1949. They immediately moved to the Washington, D.C. area, 
and for the next 18 years Harold and his wife began their family, with 
two sons, Scott, and Bruce (later Avraham), and he worked in various 
capacities at the National Institutes of Health. 

In 1967, Harold and his family moved to the Albany, New York area, 
and for the next 24 years he served in two key administrative posi-
tions, first working for the Commissioner of Mental Hygiene, and later 
in New York City working for the Chief Judge of the New York judicial 
system. Of all the various tasks he had in these two high profile posi-
tions, the most notable assignment was appearing on the Dick Cavett 
Show opposite Geraldo Rivera, who broke the story of the Willow-
brook State School and the horror there and in other institutions for 
intellectually challenged people.

Upon retirement in 1991, Harold and his wife moved to Sarasota 
and spent the next 30 years enjoying the Florida weather and traveling 
all over the world. Included in those years was 25 visits to Israel to see 
his son Avraham and his growing family of 12 children.

Among some of his other accomplishments was helping to create a 
synagogue in a small, growing suburb of Washington, and upon retire-
ment, becoming a noted actor and author. He wrote dozens of poems, 
short stories, and several plays, including one notable poem that was 
later transformed into a ballet: “Remembrance: Chagall at Dachau”.

Harold is survived by his wife Sherry, his sons, Scott and wife Bar-
bara from Waterford, and his children, Jessica Colavito from New Jer-
sey, and Daniel Wolfe from Groton; and his other son, Avraham, and his 
children Nachshon, Shia Falek, Joseph Chaim, Esther, Aaron, Racheli, 
Miriam, Moishe and Shimon, all from Israel; and Zusha from California, 
Malky from New York and Yoelly from Florida. Between America and 
Israel, Harold has over 50 great grandchildren. He is also survived by 
his sister, Shirley, in Scottsdale, Arizona.

Harold was widely known by his friends and family for his sense of 
humor and compassion for others. Memorial donations may be made 
to American Friends of Mogen Dovid Adom (The Red Star of David in 
Israel) 352 7th Ave., New York, NY 10001. His Jewish and military fu-
neral will be private.

Harold Wolfe
operators remain cautious about restarting their trips because of the 
chaos in the past two years. A spokesperson for Birthright told JI this 
week that due to the Omicron spread, trips would be postponed until 
at least early February, and Amos Hermon, CEO of Israel Experience, 
one of the leading companies for educational group travel to Israel, 
said he was still “studying the guidelines of the Ministry of Health 
and preparing for a situation where the rate of infection in Israel was 
among the highest in the world.”

“We are looking at how to help the industry and the sector as a 
whole to quickly rebound and get back to full strength,” said Fingerhut. 
“This is not like a light switch; you can’t just turn it off and turn it back 
on. We can’t just go back to the way it was.”

“We are working closely with [Israel’s] Tourism Ministry and the 
Ministry of Diaspora Affairs on this,” he added. “[Diaspora Affairs] Min-
ister Nachman Shai is very concerned about it too and we are working 
with his staff, as well as the team at the Health Ministry, which makes 
these policy guidelines to make sure we understand them.”

While two years of border closures aimed at stemming the spread 
of COVID-19 variants have played havoc with travel between Israel 
and the U.S., Fingerhut said that he understood the concerns of the 
Israeli government and the public about incoming visitors.

Highlighting the letter he received last month from Prime Minister 
Naftali Bennett explaining that the decision to close the border was 
“not taken lightly,” Fingerhut said, “There has never been a point that 
the government did not understand the impact of its decisions on the 
Diaspora.”

“It broke our hearts to not be able to get on a plane and visit family 
or send organized trips, but we also understand the other side, which 
was expressed to us by the prime minister,” he concluded.

TRAVEL CONT. FROM PG 11
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Though I had tried valiantly to avoid writing about turning 60, 
Covid and the State of Israel have finally broken me. I did 
withstand the initial attack: On August 8, my 60th birthday, 
I received a form-letter from my family doctor (sent by text 
message by my HMO) inviting me to get my third vaccina-
tion—then being offered only to those over 60.  At the time, 
I was not unduly concerned that my country equated the 
start of my seventh decade with an increased susceptibility 
to disease.  

Back then, it was clear that all of Israel would soon be 
able to get a third shot, and the fact that I was being allowed 
to beat out my children to this vaccination by a few weeks 
did not seem like a big deal.  But there is no getting around 
it now; Israel has indicated that it has no plans to offer the 
fourth vaccine to anyone under 60 (aside from the immu-
nocompromised and medical workers), and so it is clear 
that I received a fourth shot on January 14 for one reason 
only: The State of Israel considers me to be an old man. 

What now? Interestingly, this was the main question 
I asked myself when I turned 50 (as some of you might recall from 
my column to mark that occasion). The answer to me then, having re-
cently attended the high school graduation of our youngest child, was 
clear: I looked forward to becoming a grandfather.  And though it took 
my kids most of the decade to produce, being a grandfather has indeed 
fulfilled the promise of my 50s. 

What about my 60s? I keep thinking: Is there anything profession-
ally that I need to do, that I should do?  But Dear Reader, I have come 
to a startling realization: This bi-weekly column of mine, begun ex-
clusively for the Omaha Jewish Press in 1998 when I was a wee lad of 

Fourth Vaccination for the Israeli 
Aged—Including Me 37 and then picked up by excep-

tionally discerning editors three 
years later, is my life’s work. Yes, I 

have come to the realization that 
with this column I am already do-
ing what I should be doing! 

It’s true that over these last 23 
years I have done other things in 
addition to writing this column, 
but when all is said and done, 
when I am not just old but very 
old, nothing will have the profes-
sional weight and gravity of this 

bi-weekly column. So please consider your-
self very special, Dear Reader!

Personally, Sarah and I have a big dream 
for our 60s. We knew back in 1997 
when we made aliyah with five 
small children and no close rela-
tives here that we would be build-
ing our own little empire from 
scratch, and now it’s time to find a 
permanent home for this empire. 

Ideally, we would like it to be in a relatively small com-
munity where our home would be alongside the homes of 
several of our married children. I want to see some of my 
grandchildren every single day, and I want to cook and bake 
for them. That’s the dream. I’ll update you if/when there is 
any progress on it. 

In an effort to find solace at having my “aged” status pub-
licly recognized, I am comforted by older friends and family 
who are living their lives with dignity and happiness. I must 
give a shout-out here to the wonderful editor of Houston’s 
Jewish Herald-Voice, Jeanne Samuels, who, now into her 

100th year, is an absolute inspiration to me, and kudos go as well to 
my in-laws Willie and Al Ross (84 and 90). 

My friend Anat Hoffman, Executive Director of the Israel Religious 
Action Center, where I worked for several years, is an experienced sex-
agenarian, and so I turned to her for some advice. Her words seem to 
me like a good guide for the decade ahead: “Seize the moment. Don’t 
delay. Use your body now. You will soon not be able to. Tell your chil-
dren every day that you are proud of them. Let Sarah know how pre-
cious she is.”

Happy Belated Birthday, Teddy!
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By Rivka Hellendall, 
Jerusalem Post

Spinal cord injuries 
are notoriously difficult 
to operate on, but an Is-
raeli biotech company 
has entered a new road 
on the way to a cure us-
ing pigs.

Israeli biotech com-
pany Matricelf reported 
today that it has suc-
cessfully completed 
another usability trial 
with human implants 
(neural implants origi-
nating from human tis-
sues) for replacing the 
injured spinal cord of a 
live pig. The company is 
developing autologous 
(bone marrow) im-
plants for the regenera-
tion of damaged tissues 
by using stem cells and 
external stem cell com-
ponents from the patients themselves.

The trial in the live pig is done to mirror the anticipated surgical 
procedure in humans, both in terms of the flow of brain and spinal 
fluids and in terms of the bleeding that might occur close to the injury. 
During the trial, two neurosurgeons positioned the human implants 
developed by the company in the pig’s spinal cord.

After the neurosurgeons finished the placing of the implants, they 

Israeli biotech company paves a new way 
in healing injured spinal cords

Piglets at a pig farm. (credit: Wikimedia Commons)

followed up with the procedure 
of suturing the membranes sur-
rounding the spinal cord as is 
done in humans. The trial was 
completed with major success. 

Matricelf VP R&D Dr. Tamar 
Harel Adar said: “We are delight-
ed to announce that the implants 

developed by the com-
pany, designed for 
treating traumatic inju-
ries to the spinal cord 
have been successfully 
placed in the spinal 
cord of a living pig.” 

“This is an im-
portant milestone in 
strengthening the com-
pany’s technological 
knowledge and advances us towards the vision we have set for our-
selves – to be a world-leading Israeli company in the field of tissue 
engineering,”  Matricelf CEO Dr. Asaf Toker said.

Biotech company Matricelf was founded in 2019 and has been trad-
ed on the Tel Aviv Stock Exchange (TASE) since June 2021.
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