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On Monday, November 29, members of the Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood got 
together to assemble Chanukah gift bags in support of the JFEC Friendly Visitor 
Program. The bags are being distributed during Chanukah week by members of 
Temples Emanu-El and Beth El to Jewish residents of long-term care facilities and 
others in the area. We’re also visiting where we can. 

The gift bags include a Chanukah card from Friendly Visitor participants, 
Chanukah socks, a dreidel, the latest edition of the Jewish Leader, and, for some, 
Chanukah cards put together by Temple Emanu-El religious school students.

The Friendly Visitor program seeks to spread Yiddishkeit and joy to Jewish 
residents of long-term care facilities and others during the holidays. Specifically, we 
reach out and provide gifts, visits, and programs 4 times a year for Rosh Hashanah/
Yom Kippur, Chanukah, Purim, and Passover. If you can volunteer to help out, please 
contact Eileen Shapiro at jfriendlyvisitorect@gmail.com. The more the merrier!

Emanu-El Sisterhood &  
Federation Friendly Visitors 

join forces for Chanukah

This Chanukah, we are grateful for your 
generous gift that allows us to continue 

providing services to 
the communities and 
individuals we serve. 

And with the help of 
your local Federation, 
you will also be able to 
make miracles in the 
lives of those in need. 

The holidays are the perfect time to get 
involved with Federation and make a small but 
mighty change in your community.

And with your support of the Jewish 
Federation of Eastern CT, great miracles happen 
at home, too.

Whether you are a repeat giver or a first-
time giver, know that your gifts either by check 
or credit card are critical in continuing the 
important work of the Federation.

Let’s Make Miracles! Say Yes!
Make your checks payable to 

JFEC and remit to 28 Channing 
St., New London, 06320 or go to 
JFEC.com to make your donation.

For those who have not sent 
in their contribution, please 
give generously. We need more 
because we are helping more.

If you’re unable to give what 
you’d like, then please give 
what you can – every pledge 
helps support the people and 
communities that so deeply need 
it.

Say “Yes” by sending in your  
2021-22 Annual Campaign 

donation before the end of 
December. Let’s make miracles. 

Make a difference.  
Build community.

WHO: More than 1,409 families (4,600 
individuals) have been served so far in 2021 by our 
food pantry. Many of these people are new clients 
due to the economic impact the pandemic has had 
on their lives, and they look to us for relief.

AGENCY: Jewish Federation of Eastern CT

THEIR SITUATION: We have gotten to know 
many of these clients. The moms, dads, single 
parents, grandparents, retirees and disabled — 
these folks struggle each month to pay their bills and 
still have enough left over for food. One emergency 
will wipe out a carefully planned monthly budget.

Last year, your generosity allowed us to help 55 
families or 156 children and adults. Many of these 
families had four or more kids all under age 12. In 
most cases, we were able to provide these families 
with $50 worth of gift cards so they could buy toys 
for their children. We were also able to help several 
families that had a parent beginning a new job 

Make a difference
and in need of a uniform, special 
shoes, or gas to get to/from work. 
The Federation is hoping to repeat 
its success this year with your 
continued generosity.

WHAT TO GIVE: Gift cards to 
WalMart, Target, Stop & Shop or 
Shop-Rite.

TO DONATE: Mail gift cards to 
JFEC, 28 Channing St., New London, 
CT 06320. If you don’t have time to 
purchase a gift card, send a check 
made payable to ‘JFEC’ with “Make 
a Difference” in the memo line and 
JFEC staff will purchase the gift 
cards. Questions can be directed 
to Mimi at (860) 442-8062 
or mimi@jfec.com.

Yachad BBYO just wrapped up its annual Krispy Kreme fundraiser. Each year, the chapter 
uses these donuts to raise funds and to donate boxes of donuts to local charities. Each year, 
you—our wonderful Jewish community—helps us raise these funds and make these “sweet” 
donations. 

We thank you all so much for your continued support. Thanks to your generous 
donations, we are able to continue the chapter and pay for various necessities for events. 
Just as important, we are able to give these sweet desserts to families at Safe Futures, people 
at The Home Hospitality Center and the New London Meal Center. Thank you for making 
this possible. 

Krispy Kreme doughnuts pictured above are ready for delivery by Yachad BBYO members 
to families at Safe Futures, people at The Home Hospitality Center and the New London 
Meal Center. 

Yachad BBYO thanks the community

mailto:jfriendlyvisitorect@gmail.com
mailto:mimi@jfec.com
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Since 1946 

By Rabbi Yosef Resnick
This Shabbos we have been studying parshas Mikeitz. Here is a 

parsha summary, aliyah-by-aliyah, from Torah.org.
1st Aliya: The year is 2229 and Yosef has been in prison for 12 years. 

Pharaoh has two similar dreams and demands their 
interpretation. The wine steward remembers Yosef 
and his gift for dream interpretation, and Yosef is 
rushed into Pharaoh’s presence.

2nd Aliya: Yosef interprets Pharaoh’ dream and 
suggests to him how to best navigate the seven 
years of plenty and the seven years of famine. (The 
extent of Yosef’s brilliance will first be revealed in 
next week’s Parsha.)

3rd Aliya: Yosef is appointed viceroy over Egypt 
and puts into effect the plan that he had outlined to 
Pharaoh. He marries the daughter of Potiphar (the 
daughter of Dina) and has two sons, Menashe and 
Ephrayim.

4th Aliya: The seven years of famine begin, 
and the only food available is in Mitzrayim. Yosef, 
unrecognized by his brothers, recognizes them 
when they come to buy food. He accuses them of treachery and 
imprisons them for three days.

5th Aliya: Yosef demands that Binyamin be brought to Egypt and 
keeps Shimon as a hostage. The brothers relate their adventure to 
Yakov who refuses to send Binyamin. The increasing famine forces 
Yakov to concede to Yehuda’s guarantee that Binyamin will be safe, 
and the brothers return to Egypt.

6th Aliya: The brothers are reunited with Shimon and invited 

A word of Torah -- Mikeitz to eat at the table of Yosef. All 
appears to be forgiven and Yosef 
sees Binyamin for the first time in 
22 years.

7th Aliya: Yosef hatches his 
final plot against his brothers. 
His famed chalice is planted in 

Binyamin’s saddlebag, forcing the 
brothers to return to Mitzrayim 
and a confrontation with Yosef. 
The year is 2238.

It is a dramatic and exciting 
parsha. Although we read it 
every year, it never fails to remain 
suspenseful and dramatic. I am 
reminded of the following story: 
a peddler goes to a small town 
every year to do business at the 
town marketplace fair. In that 
large town, he goes to shul on 
that Shabbos, the only Shabbos 
he ever gets to shul each year. 
He hears the Torah reading of 
Joseph in prison, and Joseph’s 
brothers approaching him. At the 
end of the service, shulgoers see 
this newcomer sitting and crying 
in shul. They ask him, “What 
is the matter!?” He says, “Oh, 
poor Yosef, to go through such 
hardships and challenges. And 
with his brothers! Poor Yosef!” 
The regulars’ smirk, smile and 
shake their heads.

The next year the stranger is 

back in shul for the very same parsha. The shul-goers see him sitting 
after the services, chuckling and shaking his head. They ask him; “What 
is going on? What is so amusing!?” He replies, “Once, I can understand! 
But for the same thing to happen to him twice?!”

The Torah is eternal, we are taught. Although it can sometimes 
seem old, antiquated, and charming, even out-of-date, it is really 
light years ahead of us. We just need the tools to enable us to look 

into it more deeply to see that. Sod, the 
hidden aspects of Torah, provides such 
tools. The holy Zohar is one such tool. 
This piece, from Zohar.com, gives us a 
glimpse into the deeper aspects of the 
parsha.

Synopsis
Rabbi Chiya introduces a discussion 

on the secret nature of good and evil. 
Rabbi Shimon then defines evil as 
“the end of the left;” that is, the lack of 
“remembrance” or connection between 
the Left and Right Columns. The friends 
relate this phenomenon to the dreams 
of Joseph and the Pharaoh. Joseph’s 
dream of a river signifies the end of 

darkness and evil, and the beginning of peace and plenty.

Relevance
The energy arising from the mystical shapes of the Hebrew 

letters enlightens us to the severity of our negative actions and their 
consequences. Negative behavior rooted in the Left Column refers to 
selfish indulgence without regard or concern for others. Awareness 
and careful management of both Columns - of receiving and of sharing 
- bring lasting Light to our lives. Inattention to either Column creates 
imbalance. 

Sharing without receiving [Right Column without Left Column], 
for example, quickly depletes our resources. If we share water from a 
glass without replenishment, the glass will soon be empty. Receiving 
without sharing is like casting a dehydrated man into the middle of a 
raging sea. Though he is in desperate need of water, overabundance 
eventually drowns him. Reading this section has a stabilizing effect on 
our spirituality and on the decisions we make. Intuitively, we begin 
taking the steps to strike a delicate balance between knowing when 
to share and when to receive.

I encourage anyone who is reading this to be in touch with me. We 
can study Torah, drink tea, discuss issues that are important to you, 
or just chat. I have office hours, and also do home visitations. New 
members and visitors are always warmly welcome at our shul.

Rabbi Yosef Resnick is the spiritual leader of Congregation Brothers 
of Joseph, 2 Broad St., Norwich, CT and can be reached at 781-201-0377.

http://www.torah.org


 THE JEWISH LEADER, DECEMBER 3, 2021 3

Remember to send in your
subscription today

“We need to keep our faith.” 
I’ve had the joy of meeting and working with some 
amazing people at Congregation Beth El and have seen 
greater participation over time. During this time of COVID 
our congregation is more active than ever mostly through 
the safety of online and offers a wide variety of 
options for everyone.  – Rabbi Earl Kideckel

SERVICES
•  Daily Minyan
•  Shabbat Services
•  Holidays
COMMUNITY PROGRAMS 
•  Educational Presentations
•  Talks by local speakers
•  Lunch & Learn with the Rabbi
SOCIAL EVENTS
•  Distanced Gatherings
•  Musical Events
•  Curbside Meal Offerings
•  Schmooze Before & After Zoom Events

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME! 
860.442.0418 • bethel-nl.org

By Tammy Kaye, 
JFEC Encountering Programs Coordinator

How do we begin to understand the magnitude of decisions made 
by those who sheltered Jews during the Holocaust? What would you 
do for a perfect stranger?

Modern Genocide students from Ledyard High School participated 
in special Holocaust programming giving them an in-depth look at the 
strong moral code embedded within the culture of Muslim Albanians 
called Besa. At great risk to themselves and their families, these 
rescuers made courageous decisions to hide Jews during the Holocaust, 
viewing their Jewish neighbors not as a group to be persecuted but as 
fellow Albanians who needed their help.

Besa means “to keep the promise” and the actions of the Muslim 
Albanians was a matter of national honor.  Besa, paired with the 

Albanian principle 
of giving refuge to 
someone in need of 
help led to nearly 
all Jews living 
within Albania to 
be saved during the 
Holocaust. 

These truly 
inspiring stories 
remained unknown 
for decades and 
only came to 
light in the 1990s 
after the fall of 
the Iron Curtain. 
The program 
highlighted several 
Muslim Albanian 
individuals and 
families. 

Lime Ballah 
and her husband 

sheltered and saved 17 Jews in and around their home for 15 months. 
In 1990, the family was reunited with those they helped.

The Kocerri Family believed “To save a life is to go to paradise.” They 
went to great lengths to make those they were hiding comfortable in 
their home where they hid seven Jews for a year, forged documents for 
them and provided them with food and clothing.

These rescuers were just doing what they thought was right and 
never expected anything in return. Their efforts were recognized 
when they were awarded the honor of Righteous Among the Nations 
on behalf of the State of Israel and Yad Vashem.

The program complemented the students’ Holocaust curriculum 
and class projects focusing on resistance. In a time of pervading evil, 
these rescuers found the integrity and courage to let their moral 
compass guide them to a higher purpose. These lessons are ever 
relevant for students today.

Many students commented that they were struck by the fact that 
strangers took in strangers because we are all human beings. In 
reflecting on the concept of Besa, another student said, “It’s important 
to promote the behavior associated with Besa because it’s strict and 

Besa: A Code of Honor
Muslim Albanians Who Rescued Jews 

During the Holocaust

willing. The idea of helping those 
in danger despite the risks is 
amazing. It allows those with 
completely different cultures to 
coexist in a sense of harmony. 
It has no room for hatred based 
on belief.” The story is also 
remarkable as a testament 
to bridge building among 
cultures and religions, giving 
opportunity to focus on common 
ground and finding avenues for 
communication. The selfless 
acts of these Muslim Albanians 
inspire students to reflect on 
the fact that we all have a moral 
obligation. Despite so much evil 
and hate in the world, there is 
always opportunity to do what is 
right.

JFEC’s Strochlitz Holocaust 
Resource Center’s arranged the 
programming in partnership 
with the American Society for Yad 
Vashem (ASYV). The Resource 
Center utilizes the lessons of 
the Holocaust to combat group 

hatred of all types, focusing on impressionable youth. Programming 
gives students tools to examine their own role in creating a just society 
and to promote change in their school and greater communities. For 
more information on traveling exhibits available through the American 
Society for Yad Vashem go to https://www.yadvashemusa.org/
traveling-exhibits/.

Chanukah Party on  
Monday, Dec. 6

Zot Chanukah - 8th Day of Chanukah MONDAY, 
DECEMBER 6 at 4:00 PM Kosher Chinese Dinner 
at Cong Ahavath Chesed, 590 Montauk Ave., New 
London. Cost to attend: $15/adults, $10/children (ages 
3-12). Sign up at rsvp@chabadect.com.

https://www.yadvashemusa.org/traveling-exhibits/
https://www.yadvashemusa.org/traveling-exhibits/
http://rsvp@chabadect.com
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December Senior Connections
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Reservations 
required.  

Please call 
Carly @ (860) 

333-8218 

All Kosher Hot 
Lunches (KHL) 
begin @ 12:00 
noon. 

Suggested 
donation is 
$3.00 

1. 2. 
12 noon 
deadline to 
sign up for Dec 
6 luncheon  

3. 4.  

5. 6.  
Last day of 
Hanukkah  
Spaghetti and 
meat balls 
 

7. 8. 9. 
12 noon 
deadline to 
sign up for Dec 
13 luncheon 

10. 11. 

12.  13.  

  Shepherd’s 
Pie  

14. 
 

15. 
Deadline to sign 
up for the trip to 
the Shack by 
12:00pm 

16. 
 

17. 18. 

19. 20. 
 Trip to The 
Shack   

21. 22. 
 

23. 
 

24. 
Christmas Eve  

25. 
 

26. 27. 
 Enjoy the 
Holiday break!  

28. 29. 30. 31.  
New Year’s Eve  

 

December 2021 Senior Connections Activities 
 Senior Connections

The deadline to reserve your meal will be the Thursday before the 
luncheon by 12:00 noon. 

All events will take place in the MEETING ROOM at the Waterford 
Public Library, 49 Rope Ferry Rd, Waterford, CT 06385 beginning at 
12:00 pm on MONDAYS (note start time). Contact Carly at 860-444-
6333.

December 6:
Lunch will be Spaghetti and Meat Balls with 

marinara sauce with a side of salad and garlic 
bread.  

The after-lunch activity will be Apples to 
Apples. It is a game of hilarious comparisons. 
It’s as easy as comparing apples to apples; just 
open the box, deal the cards, and you’re ready 
to play. Select the card from your hand that you 
think is best described by a card played by the 
judge.

December 13:  
Lunch will be Shepherd’s Pie w/ Gravy, 

cauliflower, carrots, and snap peas. 
After lunch we will be playing Bingo. It is a 

game of chance using cards on which there is 
a grid of numbers, a row of which constitute a 
win when they have been chosen at random. ... 
To play bingo, which is a form of lottery, each 
player purchases one or more cards divided 
into numbered and blank squares.

December 20: 
 Senior Trip to The Shack  

Lunch on your own 
Come join us at the Shack for 

some good conversation and 
comfort food. All reservations must 
be in by December 15 at 12:00. 
The event will start at 12:00 at 131 
Boston Post Rd #3, Waterford, CT.

Lunch and Kibbitz

The eighth and final night of Chanukah 
will be welcomed with lots of light and joy at 
the Grand Menorah Lighting and Gelt Drop on 
Sunday afternoon, December 5 at 3:30pm at 
Howard Brown Park in Norwich.

Celebrating the eighth night of Chanukah, we 
will light the large 9 ft Menorah. Norwich Mayor 
Peter Nystrom will be honored with lighting 
the shamash. The menorah is a symbol of our 
religious freedom and represents the victory of 
light over darkness.

The Norwich Fire Department will be 
dropping hundreds of chocolate gelt coins from 
a ladder truck. There will be donuts, hot cider, 
hot cocoa, and Dreidel poppers for children! 
This Menorah lighting will be lots of fun for 
young and old!

This event is open to the entire community 
for all to enjoy! Menorah lighting is sponsored by Chabad of Eastern 
Connecticut and will take place on Sunday, December 5, 3:30pm, at 
Howard Brown Park in downtown Norwich. There is no charge to 
participate, music and refreshments are complementary. For more 

Grand Norwich Menorah  
Lighting and Gelt Drop

information, please call Rabbi 
Aizik Schwei 860-772-4478 
or visit us at chabadect.com/
celebratechanukah.

By Dan Bendor
Dear Community,

The next book for the Beth El Book Club is Louis Brandeis by 
Jeffrey Rosen. Brandeis was one of the most significant jurists of the 
Supreme Court in the last century. He gave his name to the University 
which was, I think, invited to join the Ivy League but for reasons which 
may be revealed in the book, declined to do so.

Given current times and Supreme Court decisions, it will be 
interesting to think what Brandeis would have thought of recent 
decisions. For example, the Citizens United decision gave corporations 
the status of people in the eyes of the constitution and had implications 
for election funding. One of my college classmates, a Republican 
federal judge, agreed with me that was one of the worst Supreme Court 
decisions since Dred Scott in the 1800’s. We might also wonder what 
he would think of a law that allows ordinary citizens to be vigilantes 
regarding abortions in Texas. Finally, what might he have said about 
voter suppression laws around the country. I am not alone in thinking 
they are the greatest threat to our surprisingly fragile democracy.

Given the importance of the Supreme Court in balancing the 

Beth El Book Club 
meets Sunday, Dec. 19

executive and legislative branches of government, Brandeis and his 
colleagues had a very important role.

The Waterford Library is trying to acquire 8 copies from around the 
state. Since we are meeting Sunday, Dec. 19 at 8:15 p.m. via zoom, 
that might not be enough reading time for some. I encourage people to 
think about e-books. It’s $13 on Amazon, about the cost of several trips 
to Starbucks. I think the book will stick to our mental ribs much more 

than coffee to our anatomical 
ones.

If there are questions, call me 
at 860-235-9569 or email Faye 
Ringel at fayeringel@hotmail.
com. You can call the Beth El 
office at 860-442-0418 to get 
added to the book club member 
list and for a zoom invitation.

Hope your Thanksgivings 
were filled with thanks.

COPY CATS
Printing Services 

www.copycatsnl.com 
860-442-8424

http://chabadect.com/celebratechanukah
http://chabadect.com/celebratechanukah
mailto:fayeringel@hotmail.com
mailto:fayeringel@hotmail.com
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    By  

Artie
  Dean

Chanukah miracle
Harvey Lemcheck’s car crawls along I-95. His hands grip the 

steering wheel as he scans the red taillights stretching into the distance 
past the New Haven Bridge. He glances at his watch. 4:45, still time 
to make the Chanukah party at 6. Over the years he’d gotten used to 
the never-ending delays a Sunday drive from the city to New London 
entailed. But four hours to get halfway home? Ridiculous!

He pictures the last Chanukah the family gathered, before COVID, at 
his parents’ home. Images of his nieces and nephews running through 
the house rise in his memory, 
the aroma of frying latkes 
filling the air, while Lucky, 
their dog, begs for scraps. 
He imagines a normal 
reunion, without masks, 
without fear…without 
mind-numbing traffic. Not 
that family gatherings were 
without stress. He’d have to 
face his family’s version of 
the Inquisition. What do you 
mean you’re permanently 
assigned to the ICU? Isn’t 
that dangerous? And why 
did you let your membership 
to the JCC lapse? And what 
happened to that lovely 
nurse, Rachel, you were 
dating last year? Why don’t 
you find a nice Jewish girl 
and settle down already, like 
your brothers? Don’t forget 
there’s more to life than a 
career. New York’s so far away. Too bad you can’t live closer. And we 
want you to meet our Rabbi’s daughter while you’re here. She’s got a 
great personality.

Eleven years of postgraduate education and they still want to run 
my life.

He winces. Who’s got time for a social life when you’re married to 
the hospital. 

He wonders whether his three married brothers from Boston 
are running into the same delays. He thinks of his mother, spooning 
grated potatoes into a frying pan of bubbling oil. His father arranges 
games of Simon Says with the grandchildren while refrains of Raffis’ 
“Joshua Giraffe,” song play in the background. Harvey watches from 
the sidelines. He wonders if his youngest brother will go on and on 
about his hedge fund company. Will the eldest show off his new BMW? 
Will his middle brother describe every shot he made capturing his golf 
club’s championship? Still, they’d all married, had children. As If that’s 
all there is to living a meaningful life.

What a Family! He’d overlooked their peculiarities, figured that 
despite the frictions their Chanukah gatherings would continue 
forever. Then COVID descended on the world, and no one wanted 
to risk getting together. Now, despite all their idiosyncrasies, he’d do 
anything to attend the Chanukah party—even take a COVID test. 

The torture of I-95 traffic continues. Harvey continues checking his 
Waze as it calculates and recalculates his arrival time. I’m going to be 
so late.

Finally, somewhere around Madison the traffic abates. His spirit 
soars as he accelerates: 30, 40, 50 miles an hour. After bumper-to-

bumper traffic for hours it seems 
as if he’s flying. He maneuvers 
around slower drivers: 60, 70, 
75, 80. He can almost smell 
those frying latkes, almost see 
the Chanukah menorah lit as 
everyone sings Ma-O-Tzur. I just 
might make it before it ends.

The car in front is weaving. 
Harvey wonders if the driver 
is texting, making a phone call, 
drunk, or worse. He passes on 
the left, glances over to see a 
young woman about his own age, 
her face a mask of pain as she 
struggles with the wheel. As he 
gets back into his lane he glances 
in the rear-view mirror, sees 
the woman behind wide-eyed, a 
sheen of sweat on her forehead. 

He watches her pull off the road, 
onto the shoulder, a mile from the 
next rest stop. Her emergency 
lights flash.

Something’s wrong. But if I 
stop, I’ll miss the party completely.

Harvey makes an instant 
decision, for, if there’s one thing 
he’s discovered in the hospital, 
it’s to always trust his gut. He 
pulls to the shoulder. Then 
backing up with cars zooming 
by, he maneuvers towards the 
vehicle, then stops and gets out. 
The woman is slumped over the 
steering wheel. Harvey opens 
her door. “Lady, lady, are you all 
right?”

She stirs, straightens in her 
seat, exposing a prodigious belly. 
“Aiee!!! She shouts, her breath 
coming in ragged gulps.

“For God sakes,” Are you in 
labor?” Harvey shouts, waving a 
hand in front of her face, but her 
eyes are shut tight, her hands 
balled in fists. “Aiee, aiee, aiee,” 
she wails, gasping.

Harvey checks her pulse, 120, then notices the puddle on the floor. 
Water must have broken.

“Lady, you need to be in a hospital.”
“Aiee, aiee, aiee,” she continues. She opens her eyes. “Please get me 

to Yale. The baby’s coming.”
Harvey glances at the highway heading south towards New Haven. 

It’s a parking lot. He figures an hour or two to get to Yale at best. He 
dials 9-1-1 on his cell phone, argues with the dispatcher. “What do you 
mean everyone’s on the road, attending to accidents. “I’ve got a lady 
delivering by the side of the road!”

“We’re doing the best we can, sir. You needn’t yell. We’ll get to you 
as soon as we can.”

“Aiee, aiee, aiee!”
Harvey pockets his phone; imagines the disappointment his 

parents will suffer if he doesn’t show up. Then he gazes at the woman’s 
exhausted expression, her face purple with effort, her frightened eyes 
pleading.

“Oh my God, get this baby out of me.”

To be continued. . .

Remember to send in your subscription

By Iris Freeman
I have begun taking orders for your 2022 NMJL Mahjongg Cards. 

The price is the same as last year: $9 for Standard and $10 for Large 
Size.

Please send checks to Temple Emanu-El, P.O. Box 288, Waterford, 
CT 06385, made out to Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood. 

If you have ordered from me in the past, and your address and email 
are the same, then all I need is your check and #/size of cards desired.

The NMJL donates back a portion of the card price to us as a 
fundraiser, although the cost to you is exactly the same. Thanks to all 
of you and especially to those who collected extra orders from their 
friends, groups, and relatives, for helping to sustain this fundraising 
activity. The cards can be mailed directly to the recipient so feel free to 
include orders for players from other parts of the country.

Cards will be mailed from the NMJL in late March to begin use on 
April 1, 2022. If you are a snowbird, please indicate to which address 
you want your card mailed. 

If you collect for a group of people, you can either provide their 
individual addresses, have all the cards go to you, or a combination. 
If you provide their individual addresses, then they will receive the 
annual NMJL newsletter with their card. 

I must submit my orders to the NMJL in January, and once my 
deadline passes, I cannot order more cards as part of this Sisterhood 
fundraiser. 

If you have any questions, please contact Iris Freeman at ifree-
gang@aol.com or 860-460-3081.

Order your 2022  
Mah Jongg Cards
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By Risa Doherty, JTA
Fany Gerson, 45, has always loved sweets. When Gerson was 

growing up in the Polanco section of Mexico City, her mother tried 
to rein in her sweet tooth. Gerson was permitted an occasional treat, 
but only if it was “made with care and love,” as she told the New York 
Jewish Week.

It’s a philosophy that Gerson has taken to heart — and to her 
super-successful, creative food businesses, the enormously popular 
New York-based mini-chain, Dough Doughnuts, which she launched 
in 2010. That same year, Gerson, who considers herself 
a cultural Jew, also opened La Newyorkina, a business 
specializing in all-natural handmade paletas (Mexican 
fruit or cream popsicles), ice cream and pastries.

In the ensuing decade, both brands expanded 
and garnered acclaim — Dough, for example, earned 
a spot-on Food & Wine magazine’s “America’s Best 
Doughnuts” list, and Gerson’s name became nearly 
synonymous with Mexican sweets in New York. She also 
published two cookbooks, “My Sweet Mexico”(2010) and 
“Paletas”(2011).

More recently, after parting ways with her Dough 
partners in early in 2020, Gerson opened Fan-Fan 
Doughnuts with her business partner, Thierry Cabigeos, 
at the original Dough location in Brooklyn’s Bedford-
Stuyvesant neighborhood. At Fan-Fan, Gerson reinvented 
her dough recipe and added Mexican touches as well 
as flavors from around the world, including Mexican 
Cinnamon Sugar, White Coffee and Mango Lassi 
doughnuts, as well as Guava Cheese “Fan-Fans,” Gerson’s 
take on rectangular, eclair-like filled doughnuts. Despite 
opening in October 2020 — mid-pandemic — lines 
formed out the door.

This story is part of JTA’s coverage of New York through the New 
York Jewish Week. To read more stories like this, sign up for our daily 
New York newsletter here.

In her work, as in her life, Gerson likes to reflect on the richness 
of her Jewish and Mexican heritages. “I feel like through time I’ve 
explored it through food and I’m kind of bridging the two worlds,” she 
said.

Gerson’s doughnut-creating journey, it turns out, may have a 
surprising Jewish inspiration: In her younger years, Gerson spent a 
year in Israel on an overseas student exchange program and worked 
on a kibbutz. One night, during Hanukkah, she was out dancing with 
friends at a club and they brought in large boxes of sufganiyot — the 
fried, round jelly doughnuts traditionally eaten on Hanukkah. Gerson 
recalled never having seen or tasted anything like them, and it was 
possibly her first inkling that doughnuts would become a special part 
of her life (as well as future Hanukkah celebrations).

The joyful memory of those boxes of sugary, fried spheres served 
on a carefree night in Israel, so many years ago, comes rushing 

Mexican-Jewish chef Fany Gerson 
makes amazing doughnuts

back whenever Gerson makes 
sufganiyot — which she’s gearing 
up to do as Hanukkah starts this 
year on Sunday, Nov. 28. This 
year’s sufganiyot selection from 
Fan-Fan includes house-made 
strawberry jam rolled in lemon 
sugar; vanilla diplomat cream, 
which is vanilla pastry cream 
mixed with whipped cream, 
rolled in toasted sugar; and 
chocolate halvah in collaboration 
with Seed + Mill at Chelsea 
Market.

But that’s not all: Gerson 
is also collaborating with 
Jewish chef and author Jake 
Cohen, introducing a brand 
new sufganiyah that’s inspired 
by Hanukkah’s proximity to 
Thanksgiving: a doughnut filled 
with cranberry sumac jam and 
tangerine and rolled in salt and 
pepper. They are available from 
Friday, Nov. 26 through Monday, 

Dec. 6, the last day of Hanukkah.
Since Gerson always enjoyed 

working with her hands, her 
parents thought she was 
destined for art school. Instead, 
having discovered a love of 
cooking during a high school 
elective class, she lobbied for 
culinary school. After completing 
two years of cooking school in 
Mexico, her parents permitted 
her to enroll at the Culinary 
Institute of America, from which 
she graduated in 1998. This was 
followed by stints at well-known 
New York restaurants, including 
La Cote Basque, Rosa Mexicano 
and Eleven Madison Park.

When her friend and former boss, Cabigeos, suggested they open 
a doughnut shop, Gerson agreed to give it a try. Recognizing she 
was bringing “an immigrant’s point of view” to “the great American 
doughnut,” Gerson said she was careful to do it very mindfully. As she 
put it: “Here I do one thing, and I’ve got to do it right because people 
have a lot of nostalgia attached to it.”

Doughnuts at Fan-Fan
More than a decade later, when the pair opened Fan-Fan, Gerson 

took things up a notch. For example, her reimagined dough is seasoned 
with a mild Mexican cinnamon tea, which adds a light, floral note to 
her pastries but no discernible flavor. On a recent visit, Toby Shebiro of 
Searingtown, New York, passed on Fan-Fan’s doughnuts and opted for 
a sticky bun — made from that very same dough — instead.

“It was outrageous,” she said. “It wasn’t gooey, the way many sticky 
buns can be. It was the perfect consistency, moist and flavorful, and 
not overly sweet.”

For Gerson, food was never monocultural. Her paternal grandparents, 
like other Jews with roots in the Ukraine, brought customary Ashkenazi 
dishes to their table. But it didn’t take long before these dishes got 
“tropicalized” with Mexican flavors, creating new traditions: gefilte 
fish with tomato was served warm and pan-fried, sour and spicy with 
guajillo pepper sauce; challah was made with apples and cinnamon; 
matzah ball soup featured avocado, cilantro and serrano pepper. 
She knew, too, that Mexican cooking had already been influenced by 

Spanish, Moorish, Mayan and 
Aztec cuisines.

Oftentimes, Gerson’s 
creations are inspired by 
the people she loves. She 
honored her husband, 
Daniel Ortiz de Montellano, 
with “the Mensch,” a Fan-
Fan doughnut that contains 
hazelnut praline covered 
with Belgian dark chocolate 
ganache and topped with 
hazelnuts. (She first met 
Ortiz de Montellano, also a 
chef, in New York, only to 
learn that they had grown up 
eight blocks from each other 
in Mexico City. His mother, 
originally from New York, is 
descended from Hungarian 
Jews and moved to Mexico, 
where she met his father. )

Gerson seems to be more attuned to her own food memories 
than many of us. She said she has long missed her native Mexico — 
especially throughout the pandemic — but connects to it by working 
with the Mexican seasonings she’s always loved.

“That’s the thing about food, it’s not ephemeral,” she said. “How 
many memories are tied to food? A smell can take you back.”

Perhaps those memories remain so vivid because eating is so 
sensory, allowing Gerson, as well as Fan-Fan’s customers, to recapture 
some childhood joy. What’s more, Gerson points out that food 
preparation is the only art that utilizes all the senses, giving her the 
added benefit of reminiscing throughout the baking process.

Gerson deeply respects food traditions but is an innovator at heart. 
“Even something that becomes traditional is rooted somewhere else, 
so what I do is my own cultural blend,” she said.

Mexican-Jewish chef Fany Gerson at her shop, Fan-Fan Doughnuts, 
in Brooklyn on Thursday, Nov. 18. (Risa Doherty)

A selection of treats available at Fan-Fan Doughnuts in Brooklyn’s Bed-Stuy 
neighborhood, Nov. 18, 2021. (Risa Doherty)
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President’s Message by Karen Bloustine

Hadassah News
President’s Message

by Karen Bloustine

ALS CONT. ON PG 13

Empowering women with the knowledge to make critical health 
decisions for themselves and their families is central to Hadassah’s 
mission and commitment to healing. Women’s health needs are 
addressed by focusing on research, prevention, maternal and 
reproductive health, access to quality care and advocacy for state and 
national legislation.

Hadassah is the convener of the Coalition for Women’s Health 
Equity. 

This group of 31 national women’s and health organizations gathers 
to raise awareness about women’s health disparities – in research, 
prevention, and access to care – and to promote policies to increase 
health care quality, innovation, and to improve health outcomes for 
women. 

Hadassah supported and lobbied in Congress for the Women’s 
Health Protection Act (H.R. 3755), which passed the House of 
Representatives in September 2021. Hadassah opposes state-

level bans on access to abortion and other onerous and medically 
unnecessary requirements that are placed on patients, physicians, and 
service providers.

Infertility is a new area of focus in Hadassah’s women’s health 
agenda. It affects 13 million people (at least 12 percent of women and 
9 percent of men) in the US. Treatment is not covered in most states 
by most insurers. Hadassah urges support for Resolution (R Res. 338) 
- that affirms a congressional commitment to address issues related to 
infertility causes, diagnoses, treatment, and costs. Certain conditions 
that cause infertility are more prevalent in the Jewish community 
and a higher incidence of genetic mutations – including BRCA – also 
increases the need for fertility preservation and other treatments.

Other proposed legislation - The Access to Infertility Treatment 
and Care Act (H.R. 4450) would substantially cut the financial burden 
on patients seeking to expand their families by requiring insurance 
coverage for infertility screening and treatment. 

I urge our community 
to join Hadassah’s 
advocacy team. Learn 
about the issues and 
lobby your legislators 
to pass legislation that 
advances the goals of 
women’s health care.

Empowering women and 
their health care

By Sheila Horvitz
In a lawsuit arising out of the 

violence and trauma of the “Unite 
the Right” Rally in Charlottesville, 
Virginia in 2017, jurors ordered 
white nationalist and neo-Nazi 
individuals and five groups to 
pay more than $25 million in 
damages to plaintiffs affected by 
the violence that erupted at the 
rally. But they deadlocked on two 
federal conspiracy claims under 
the so-called Ku Klux Klan Act of 
1871.

Jurors found 24 far-right 
individuals and organizations had 
broken Virginia civil conspiracy 
laws, and had assaulted and 
inflicted emotional distress. They 
also awarded plaintiffs $25.3 million in damages in the case, brought 
in large part to financially hobble the defendants. They are liable for 
millions of dollars in physical and emotional damages suffered as the 
result of the rally. Rally Goers spread mayhem and several counter 
protesters were hit — and one killed — in a car attack by one of the 
defendants, James Fields. Others were beaten by far-right attendees. 
The 12 plaintiffs included several who were hit during the car attack.

Antisemitism was front and center at the trial. Jurors heard from 
Holocaust historian Deborah E. Lipstadt about how the so-called 
replacement theory that was heard in loud chanting during the rally 
is tied to antisemitism. And a Jewish witness who was a University 
of Virginia student in 2017 recounted fleeing from her dorm room as 
neo-Nazis marched just yards away from her door.

Much of the case focused on the racist and antisemitic views of 
defendants like Richard Spencer, the white nationalist who rose 
to prominence during the Trump administration, and Christopher 
Cantwell, a podcast host currently in prison for extortion who is 
known online as the “crying Nazi.”

Jewish advocates helped lead the case, with veterans of Jewish 
groups running the nonprofit that organized the lawsuit and attorneys 

Charlottesville Jury Verdict: 
“Violent Hate Won’t Go Unanswered”

White nationalists and neo-Nazis clashed with counter-protestors 
at a Charlottesville rally in 2017.

Roberta Kaplan and Alan 
Levine, who is also chair of the 
Jewish Theological Seminary, 
representing the plaintiffs.

One of the goals of the 
lawsuit was to seriously impact 
the ability of the defendants to 
continue to engage in organized 
white supremacist activity.  A  
journalist watching the trial, 
Molly Congers said,  “They’re 
now broke, scattered, and fighting 
amongst themselves.”

“This case has sent a clear 
message: violent hate won’t 
go unanswered,” said Amy 
Spitalnick, director of Integrity 
First for America, a nonprofit 
that organized the case. “There 
will be accountability.”

By Donna Goldman
This Thanksgiving, my family 

all gathered at my brother’s 
home in New York. It was an 
unusual holiday for us, marked 
with love, caring and concern 
for my brother’s life. For just a 
few weeks ago, my brother Jay 
Epstein, an architect with a great 
family and so much more to live 
for, was diagnosed with ALS. It 
was a devastating blow that is 
hard to accept and understand. 
But Hadassah is giving me hope.

ALS stands for Amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis, a progressive 
nervous system disease that 
affects nerve cells in the brain 
and spinal cord, causing loss of muscle control. ALS 
is often called Lou Gehrig’s disease, after the baseball 
player who was diagnosed with it. Doctors usually 
don’t know why ALS occurs. Some cases are inherited. 
It often begins with muscle twitching and weakness 
in a limb, or slurred speech. Eventually, ALS affects 

Hadassah is Giving Me Hope
Struggling with a Diagnosis of “ALS”

control of the muscles needed to move, speak, 
eat and breathe. There is no cure for this fatal 
disease - YET.

But over the last few years, a new treatment 
tested at Hadassah Medical Center in Jerusalem 
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The Bedouin embroidering  
her heritage onto plates

By Naama Barak. Israel21c
When Zenab Grabia was a little girl, she didn’t 

know any female ceramic artists in her community. 
There simply weren’t any. But thanks to her, nowadays 
young women from the 
Bedouin community 
have a successful role 
model in this craft.

Grabia lives with 
her family in the 
Bedouin town of Segev 
Shalom in the Negev, 
which is also home to 
her gallery exhibiting 
ceramics embellished 
with traditional 
Bedouin embroidery 
motifs.

Her journey toward 
becoming a ceramic 
artist was unusual, 
not least because she 
wasn’t a big fan of clay 
to begin with.

“At first I didn’t 
really understand 
ceramics,” she admits. 
“I was always so afraid 
of getting dirty, but 
it was a mandatory 
course at college 
without which you 
couldn’t get your diploma. So I signed up for a ceramics 
summer course and began doing ceramics. I started 
making time for it and creating dishes.”

Then she had the idea of adding Bedouin embroidery 
to her pieces.

“I wanted to give my mother a gift that would 
last a lifetime, and she’s the one who taught me our 
embroidery. I discussed it with my art professor, and no 
one had previously done it.”

After some trial and error, Grabia reached her 
desired result.

“In some of the dishes, I just paint the embroidery 
using different colors, and in others I actually add the 
embroidery to the dish; I sew it in,” she explains.

“It came out really well, and I receive very good 
responses. People always ask me how I came up with 
the idea. I see how happy and excited people are with 
the work, how they just hold the dishes and examine 
and ask how it’s done.”

Going against the grain
Making it in the art world took her some time, and 

in some ways included going against the grain of her 
community.

“Aside from me, I don’t know anyone else who does 
ceramics at all, although there are people who learned 
painting or finished a bachelor’s degree in art,” she says.

“All my studies took place at a later stage. I completed 
my 12 years of studies at the age of 24, and then started to 
head in a more academic direction. Now I’m [planning to 
study toward] a PhD in arts,” she says.

“With all the difficulties that 
were involved, I survived it and 
got my bachelor’s degree and 
my teaching certificate, and 
that’s when I started thinking 
differently — that I could do a 
master’s and that I want it to be 
in art.”

Grabia does her ceramic work 
on the side; she works full time 
as a schoolteacher and preschool 
teacher for the Education 
Ministry. Nevertheless, she’s 
been quite successful. Her gallery 
became a popular stop for tourist 
groups in Israel, and she has 
done exhibitions abroad.

Blazing a path
“A Bedouin woman really 

can develop her art this way, 
but when I was starting out it 
wasn’t an easy thing to do – even 
nowadays there’s some difficulty 
with doing art and teaching art 
– yet with all of these obstacles I 
insisted on it with my family until 
they agreed,” Grabia says.

“It makes me happy to see my success and realize 
that the sky’s the limit for me,” she adds. “I’m pleased 
with it, and also serve as somewhat of a role model – 
you can now matriculate in art in Segev Shalom.”

Grabia notes that her husband, Suleiman al-Abid, is 
supportive of her ambitions and even assists 
her.

“My husband never studied it, but he caught 
the ceramics bug from his wife. He helps me a 
lot. Sometimes we have joint ideas, we travel 
together to exhibits. He loves it.”

She has been especially appreciative of his 
support through the coronavirus crisis.

“I couldn’t have done it without him; I would 
have broken down a long time ago if I were 
by myself,” she says. “Covid really affected us. 
Before, we used to have buses coming to the 
gallery all the time, but [during the pandemic]
only one group came to us.”

It’s not yet possible to purchase Grabia’s 
works online but she hopes to get an ecommerce 
option up and running so that she can reach 
customers anywhere.

“Lots of people approach me and ask me 
for my artwork and I really think that once we 
also go online, we’ll market what we do abroad 
too. Inshallah, it will happen,” she says. “I can 
see that once I put my things online, they’ll get 
snatched up.”Artist Zenab Grabia with one of her many unique artworks at her gallery in the Bedouin town of 

Segev Shalom. Photo courtesy of Zenab Grabia

Grabia learned traditional Bedouin embroidery from her mother, who inspired 
her artwork. Photo courtesy of Zenab Grabia



 THE JEWISH LEADER, DECEMBER 3, 2021 9

The Sackett’s answer the call!
As part of Beth-El’s JETI Talk series, the Israel Guide 

Dog Center made a presentation to the community in 
March of this year. It was a wonderful presentation and 
very well received. At the end, the Executive Director let 
people know how they could become involved.

One of the things they needed most was for people 
to take dog training supplies to Israel. It turns out that 
many items are purchased in the USA and brought in by 
volunteers. The cost to ship these items is very high, and 

if they are shipped there is a steep import tax imposed by 
the Israeli government. However, if people bring items in 
their luggage, there is no shipping cost and no tax (this is 
perfectly legal).

Because of the pandemic, the supplies have piled up.
Enter the Sackett’s. They let Judy Engel know they had 

a very quick trip planned and were permitted to bring 
two extra bags. Judy immediately reached out to the Israel 
Guide Dog Center to let them know. There was a small 

window, and two small duffel bags were packed and 
shipped to the Sackett’s that very day! 

The Sackett’s will be visiting relatives, and will be 
getting a VIP tour of the center, when they deliver the 
chew toys, vests, portable bowls, etc. a few days after 
they arrive. We are very proud of our community for 
volunteering and helping to make a difference.
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By Renee Ghert-Zand, Times of Israel
All of Israeli bodybuilder Lavie Kafra‘s years of hard work at the 

gym and strict dietary discipline paid off when he earned the silver 
medal at the 2021 World Natural Bodybuilding Federation (WNBF) 
world championships in Las Vegas.

Kafra, 25, came in second in the medium-height competition in the 
men’s physique category, which requires bodybuilders to present an 
extreme V-tapered form with wide shoulders and a small, tight waist. 
Competitors, clad only in board shorts and greased up from head to 
toe, are also judged on how successfully they present a charming, sexy, 
beach boy-like appearance shown off in four required poses.

Kafra qualified for the WNBF world championships, which this 
year drew 257 male and female competitors from 32 countries, after 
being crowned Israel’s overall 
men’s physique champion in 
2020. That earned him a pro 
card enabling him to enter WNBF 
competitions anywhere in the 
world. His hopes of competing in 
the 2020 world championships 
were unfortunately thwarted 
when the event was canceled due 
to the coronavirus pandemic.

The Israeli champion set his 
sights on 2021 and continued 
to train with his coach and good 
friend Saar Sukar, who also 
represented Israel in Las Vegas on 
November 20, finishing fifth in the 
short-height competition in the 
men’s physique category.

“I’ve been into bodybuilding 
since I was 16. I initially did it 
on my own, and it was only three 
years ago that I took it to the next 
level in terms of working with a 
coach and getting very serious 
about the training and nutrition,” 
Kafra told The Times of Israel the 
day after arriving home from Las 
Vegas.

Kafra spoke in unaccented, 
fluent English — the result of 
having an American-born mother 
and having lived two years of his childhood in Kingston, Jamaica, 
during a temporary family relocation.

To maintain his ultra-ripped body, Kafra, who stands 1.78 meters 
(5’8″) tall and weighs 80 kilograms (176 lbs.), trains seven days a 
week. His workouts include 1-2 hours of cardio, and 1.5-2 hours of 
strength training.

Israeli natural bodybuilder receives 
silver medal at world championships

“When it comes to nutrition, 
every person reacts differently 
to different foods, so you have 
to work closely with your coach 
and rely on their guidance,” Kafra 
explained.

His overall goal is to maintain 
muscle while burning fat. The 
result is that he is in a calorie 
deficit most of the time.

“I want to be really flat and 
lean, especially as I get close to a 
competition,” he said.

Kafra must 
eat every two to 
three hours, and 
consumes mainly 
protein. On a given 
day, he eats two 
tins of no-sodium, 
water-packed tuna; 
400 grams (14 
ounces) cooked 
chicken breast; six 
eggs; two high-
protein yogurts; 
and small amounts 
of vegetables (for 
example, three or 
four cucumbers). 
He takes vitamin 
supplements to 
compensate for the 
lack of fruit and 
vegetables in his 
diet.

On specific days, 
Kafra carb loads and 
reduces his protein 
intake.

“I’ll admit that 
I do feel hungry a 
lot, but you’ve got 
to trust the process 

and overcome it through strong 
mental willpower,” he said.

Kafra is a strong proponent 
of natural bodybuilding, which 
does not involve any use of 
performance-enhancing drugs 
like steroids. There are many 
bodybuilding federations 
worldwide, some requiring drug 
testing and some not. The WNBF 
requires competitors to take 
polygraph tests (during which 
they are asked about drug use 
in the past, present and future), 
and the top three finishers in 
each category are required to 
take a urine test.

For Kafra, there was no 
question that if he was going to 
engage in bodybuilding, he was 
going to push himself to be the 
very best. Growing up, he was an 
avid player of many sports.

Israeli champion natural bodybuilder and silver world medalist 
Lavie Kafra (Orel Sabran)

“I’m very extreme in my nature. I always take things to the absolute 
limit,” Kafra said.

Kafra served in Sayeret Golani (the Golani brigade’s most elite 
battalion) as a counter-terrorism instructor. Following his discharge 
from the IDF he worked as a model in the weapons industry before 
becoming an online nutrition and training consultant. His current 
clients are all Israeli — some of them bodybuilders, others just trying 
to get more fit and healthy.

“I’d love to start working with people outside Israel, as well,” Kafra 
said.

Kafra said he has enjoyed only understanding and support from his 
family and friends.

“If someone is not supportive of what I am doing, I drop them from 
my life. I don’t need people around me who take me down,” he said.

According to Kafra, it was tough in the beginning for his mother to 
get on board with his strict regimen, but now she has his back.

“I like to cook, but my mom also helps me with cooking and meal 
prep,” he said.

Kafra’s father and two younger sisters are athletic and count among 
his biggest fans. His nonagenarian grandmother was there to give him 
a big hug as soon as he stepped out of the car in front of his home in 
Hod Hasharon upon returning from Las Vegas.

“I met my girlfriend just as I was about to start intensive prep for 
the world championships, and I warned her about what my life would 
be like. She was understanding, and so far so good,” Kafra said.

He enjoys socializing with friends, but never drinks alcohol and 
avoids ordering off restaurant menus.

“My spending time with friends is about being with them, not about 
eating and drinking,” he said.

Kafra said he hopes to raise awareness of natural bodybuilding in 
Israel, where the sport is little known.

“Drugs have given bodybuilding a bad reputation, and that is really 
unfortunate. I’m here to show that you can do it without drugs. If you 
are consistent, you get results,” he said.

Knowing that some bodybuilders compete well into their 60s, 70s 
and even 80s, Kafra has no intention of resting on his silver-medal 
laurels. He plans on getting right back to training and returning to the 
WNBF world championships.

“I’m going for the gold medal and first place,” he said.

Lavie Kafra working out at the gym. (Orel 
Sabran)

Articles on pages 10 & 11  
from The Israel Desk
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PFIZER CONT. ON PG 12

By Jon Schiller, Israel21c
The Coalition for 

Epidemic Preparedness 
Innovations (CEPI) is 
granting $4.3 million to 
Israel’s MigVax to advance 
development of Covid-19 
vaccines suitable for 
use in low- and middle-
income countries. CEPI, 
headquartered in Norway, 
also is funding a similar 
project at the University of 
Saskatchewan.

Both projects aim to 
establish preclinical proof 
of concept for “variant-
proof” vaccines that 
protect against existing 
and new SARS-CoV-2 
variants. The vaccine 
platforms may also be 
applicable for developing vaccines that are protective against a broad 
range of beta coronaviruses, as well as unknown pathogens with 
pandemic potential that have yet to emerge.

“In countries with sufficient access to them, vaccines are now 
breaking the link between Covid-19 infection and severe illness or 
death, and enabling life to return to something approaching normality,” 
said CEPI CEO Dr. Richard Hatchett.

As long as the threat of new emerging variants “continues to hang 
over us all,” Hatchett said, developing globally accessible vaccines that 
are broadly protective is imperative for global health security.

Established in 2020, MigVax is an affiliate startup of MIGAL Galilee 
Research Institute, an R&D center of the Ministry of Science and 
Technology. Ministry of Science and Technology. Early in the pandemic, 
MigVax set out to modify for humans a well-established coronavirus 
vaccine for the immunization of poultry.

MigVax CEO David Zigdon said the oral vaccine tablet could help the 
world return to a “new normal.” This is a “sub-unit” vaccine, containing 
pieces of coronavirus protein (not live or dead virus) delivered orally 

Israeli vaccine developer gets millions to 
develop variant-proof vaccine

Researchers working on a Covid-19 vaccine at MigVax. Photo courtesy of 
OurCrowd

to the immune system via a 
bacterial protein to stimulate 
antibodies and immune cells 
against coronavirus in mucosa, 
blood and cells.

“Oral boosters such as our 
MigVax-101, which could protect 
against emerging Covid-19 
variants, will help health 
organizations transition from 
panic mode to routine, reducing 
the cost and expanding the reach 
of their vaccination programs. 
We will take full advantage of 
this grant to bring it to market 
faster and explore the potential 
use of our vaccine platform 
against other coronaviruses,” 
said Zigdon.

By Philissa Cramer, JTA
Two leading Jewish hip-hop artists have adapted Adam Sandler’s 

1995 breakout hit, “The Chanukah Song,” for the present moment.
Nissim Black and Kosha Dillz dropped the video for “The Hanukkah 

Song 2.0” just before the holiday began on Sunday evening. It features 
the musicians galavanting around New York City, riding the subway 
and hobnobbing with sidewalk vendors in Times Square.

The pair are two of the best known Jewish rappers making music 
today. Black is a Black American and Hasidic Jew who moved to Israel 
in 2016, while Dillz is the stage name of Israeli-American rapper Rami 
Even-Esh.

Together, they borrow Sandler’s earworm Hanukkah melody and 
knack for inventing words to rhyme with the holiday’s name. “Aw man, 
yes, Hanukkah,” they sing in the chorus. “The flow is so iconikah.”

But where Sandler’s lyrics ran down a laundry list of notable Jews, 
from David Lee Roth to Tom Cruise’s agent, “The Hanukkah Song 2.0” 
tackles weightier topics, including the miracles at the heart of the 
holiday and the role of God in protecting the Jewish people over time.

“You know we’ve been down, but we’ve come around, they put our 
heads down and God took us out,” sings Black at one point. “For eight 
nights we make a great light and we show the world we’ve won.”

The video begins with Black arriving at the airport, presumably 
from Israel, where he lives in a haredi neighborhood that he has 
described as uncommonly diverse and accepting. The strains of 
Sandler’s original hit are audible in the background.

The haredi Orthodox musician then raps about the miracle of 
Hanukkah and the power of God. But he declines to name either the 
many people who have tried to destroy the Jews or which day of the 
holiday it is. (“I’m not saying it eight times — you’ll have to replay this,” 
he sings.)

Throughout Black’s solo performance, Dillz can be seen surrounding 
himself with a variety of menorahs. The pair meet up on the subway, 
where Dillz begins a solo of his own. In the song’s final section, the 
pair dance on the steps of Penn Station as masked passersby gawk 
and stare up at a (simulated) poster in Times Square advertising their 
upcoming performance.

It’s a billboard for the pair’s shared “Bright Lights” tour that is 
set to begin next week in New York City and to criss-cross the United 
States through December and January.

“The Hanukkah Song 2.0” pays homage to its inspiration in more 
ways than its title and melody. Black and Dillz mention Sandler—who 
has in the decades since releasing “The Chanukah Song” gone on to 
a critically acclaimed, genre-spanning movie career — in the lyrics. 
(Sandler is Gen Z’s favorite actor, according to one recent survey.)

“If you see Adam Sandler on the street,” Black raps, “tell him put me 
in the scene in the movie!”

Adam Sandler’s  
‘Chanukah song’  

gets hip-hop remix

Kosha Dillz, left, and Nissim Black perform across Midtown 
Manhattan in the video to “The Hanukkah Song 2.0.” (Screenshot)

By Abigail Klein Leichman, Israel21c
A third (booster) dose of the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine against 

Covid-19 is 93 percent effective in protecting individuals against 
severe Covid-19-related outcomes, compared with two doses received 
at least five months earlier.

This conclusion is based on data from Clalit Health Services, 
the largest of Israel’s four nationalized healthcare maintenance 
organizations. The study was published in The Lancet on October 29.

“To our knowledge, the present study is the first to estimate the 
effectiveness of a third dose of an mRNA COVID-19 vaccine … against 
severe outcomes with adjustment for various possible confounders … 
and within subgroups,” state the study authors from Clalit, Bar-Ilan 
University and Harvard University.

These subgroups include males, females, Arabs, Jews, ultra-
Orthodox Jews, and people with various preexisting conditions and 
body-mass indexes. Risks were found to be higher in males and in 
people 70 and older.

The authors explain that despite good results of nationwide 
vaccination campaigns, many countries – including Israel – 
experienced a resurgence of Covid-19, dominated by the Delta variant 
of SARS-CoV-2. This is because the protective effect of Pfizer’s mRNA 

Israeli data shows Pfizer  
booster 93% effective

vaccine wanes over time and 
especially after six months.

The Israeli Ministry of Health 
therefore rolled out a vaccine 
booster campaign, beginning 
with immunocompromised 
citizens, last July, and by the end 
of August was offering the third 
shot to anyone over the age of 
12 years who had received the 
second dose at least five months 
previously.

Researchers examined 
Clalit’s records of individuals 
receiving a third vaccine dose 
between July 30, 2020, and Sept 
23, 2021, comparing them with 
demographically and clinically 
similar controls who did not 
receive the third dose. Each 
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group contained 728,321 individuals.
Crunching the data revealed that at least seven days after receipt 

of the third dose, individuals who did become infected were 95% 
protected against hospitalization, 92% against severe disease and 
81% against Covid-19-related death. Overall, the booster was deemed 
93% effective.

The study was funded by The Ivan and Francesca Berkowitz Family 
Living Laboratory Collaboration at Harvard Medical School and Clalit 
Research Institute.

By Bruce Lowitt, JTA
Bobby Entel didn’t watch The Beatles’ Feb. 9, 1964 performance on 

the Ed Sullivan Show. He was seven years old at the time and in bed. 
Nor did he ever see them in person, visit their hometown of Liverpool, 
or cross Abbey Road.

But he’s more than made up for that. When he’s not working as 
a radiologist in Dunedin, Florida, he can often be found at Penny 
Lane, the free museum he opened in 2018 that features his extensive 
collection of Beatles memorabilia. That’s where he goes to escape the 
realities of life.

“This is my happy spot, my relief area,” Entel said, seated in a nook 
at Penny Lane while “Something” from the Abbey Road album played 
softly in the background and a pair of nearby tourists studied a guitar 
signed by Paul McCartney. “It’s a very fulfilling hobby and a labor of 
love.”

There are several museums dedicated to The Beatles in England 
and one in Holland. But except for a floor dedicated to them at the 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland, Entel believes his is the only 
permanent Beatles exhibit in the United States. “In the years we’ve 
been open, nobody’s ever come in and said, ‘You should see the one in 
New York or Wyoming.’”

England is where Entel’s fascination with The Beatles began in 
earnest.

“My interest in them evolved from just liking their music to 
being intrigued with their cultural influence, the impact they had on 
politics, on hair styles, on clothing and on the music world,” he said. 
“It happened for me over a period of time…and I didn’t start collecting 
anything until I was in my 20s and spending a few months as a medical 
student in London.”

Entel bought his first Beatles memorabilia at the Portobello Road 
Market in London and brought them home to Florida, where he started 
going to flea markets and antique stores in the Tampa Bay area where 
he usually found lower-end items – buttons, pins, records.

“I’d also meet people who’d say, ‘I know a dude who’s got a bunch 
of Beatles stuff he wants to move out. Want his number?’ And I’d say, 
‘Sure,’ and I’d offer maybe a hundred bucks for a whole care package of 
junk that maybe had a few good items.”

By the time Entel was in his 30s, his Beatles collection had outgrown 
the closet space he had allotted to it. He started decorating his walls 
and buying more expensive and rare items from online auction houses 
like Heritage and Sotheby’s, not to mention eBay. “I went from pins 
and buttons and posters to signed guitars and their clothing. I also 
have pieces of their hair,” Entel said.

A Jewish doctor created America’s 
only museum dedicated to The Beatles

At first when friends 
suggested he open a museum, 
he dismissed the idea. “I’d tell 
them, ‘I’m a doctor. What do I 
know about a museum?’” But he 
knew George Ann Bissett, then 
the director of the Dunedin Fine 
Art Center and now its president 
and CEO, and her husband Colin, 

a native of Liverpool who “really 
had a sense of the Beatles’ early 
days,” Entel said.

Colin Bissett is now the 
curator of Penny Lane and a 
museum guide.

“I went to school with Rory 
Best, Pete Best’s brother and 
we used to go see them,” Bissett 
said. Pete Best was the Beatles’ 
drummer for two years before 
being replaced by Ringo Starr on 
Aug. 19, 1962.

Bissett added: “They were 
nothing like they turned out to 
be. They were just local guys.”

With just 600 square feet for 
its exhibition space, the museum 
holds about 1,000 items, only 
about a quarter of Entel’s 
collection, and receives about a 
thousand visitors per month.

“I have stuff at home that I 
can’t display here because it’s a 
small place. I have Ringo Starr’s 
drum set that he played on a 
Super Bowl commercial. I have 
Beatles pinball machines, Beatles 
juke boxes, a couple of Beatles 
slot machines from Las Vegas.” 
Not to mention Beatles puppets 
and marionettes, gold and 

A portion of the exhibits at the Penny Lane Museum and Bobby Entel, founder of the museum. (Barstad 
Communications via Jewish Press of Pinellas County)

platinum records, posters, lunchboxes, toys, a serape worn by Ringo, 
and John Lennon’s electric razor and the TWA bag he put it in when 
he traveled.

Now Entel is looking for a larger space, “maybe a place where 
we could show films. Maybe a kitchen, a space for a band.” He said 
he’s been contacted by potential sites in St. Petersburg, Florida and 
Washington, D.C. “But I want to stay in Dunedin. It’s where I grew up 
and downtown is charming.”

And Entel likes the way the museum inspires visitors to share their 
own recollections of The Beatles and their music’s impact on their 
lives.

“There are times I’ll see something I’ve looked at a hundred times 
and I’ll think, ‘Wow, I didn’t even notice I had that.’ It’s a visual overload 
but I kind of want it to be that way,” Entel said. “What I love the most is 
the people who come in and tell their stories, their memories.”

A version of this story was originally published in the Jewish Press of 
Pinellas County.

Israelis receive a third dose of the Covid-19 vaccine in Katzrin, 
October 7, 2021. Photo by Michael Giladi/Flash90
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ALS CONT. FROM PG 7

and developed by an American-Israeli biotech company appears to 
significantly slow the progression of ALS. Hadassah is developing this 
treatment for amyotrophic lateral sclerosis in which stem cells are 
harvested from the patient’s bone marrow before being injected into 
the cerebrospinal fluid. 

The majority of patients who were injected through the spinal cord 
fluid responded well to the treatment in terms of their respiratory 
function or their motor disability. Almost all of the patients injected 
in this way showed less progression and some even improved in their 
respiratory functions or their motor functions. Hadassah has shared 
its research with other medical centers around the world.

Dr. Dimitrios Karussis of Hadassah Medical Center has described 
the results as very encouraging. He says that “While this is absolutely 
by no means a cure, it is the first step in a long process in that direction. 
I see this treatment as being potentially one of the major future tools 
to treat degenerative diseases of the brain and spinal cord, in general.”

For my brother and all sufferers of ALS, I am grateful for Hadassah 
and its ground-breaking work in research and treatment to combat 
ALS. And I hope and pray that Hadassah will come through for us!

Hadassah Eastern CT
We’d love to hear from you. 
Please feel free to call or write.

● President: Karen Bloustine bloustinek@gmail.com
860-326-6377

● Membership: Moira Ross moira29ross@hotmail.com
● Donations: Treas. Vicki Seroussi 2 Mitchell Ct 

Norwich, CT 06360
● Cards/Certificates: Kim Fischburg kimfischburg@gmail.com

860-608-9223

   Follow us on Facebook  

By Asaf Shalev, JTA
A nonprofit supporting Christian missionary hospitals in Africa 

announced it received an $18 million donation last month, its biggest 
gift ever — and that the money is coming from an observant Jewish 
couple. 

Rabbi Erica Gerson and her husband, Mark, a businessman, who 
helped found the African Mission Healthcare Foundation in 2010 and 
sit on its board, have now become possibly the largest private funders 
of Christian-provided medical care on the continent. 

They say they don’t feel any contradiction or unease about donating 
to missionary institutions because the hospitals provide what is often 
the best or even the only medical care available in some parts of Africa. 
As many as 50% of health care providers on the continent are “faith-
based,” according to estimates. 

“We feel animated by the Talmudic teaching that saving a single life 
is saving a world,” said Erica, who was ordained as a rabbi at Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion and is a trustee of Rodeph 
Sholom School, a Jewish day school in New York. 

Mark added: “My wife’s a rabbi, and I’m the rabbi’s husband. And 
so we study the Torah and do what we can to live by the Torah, which 
more than anything else it tells us to love the stranger.”

The Gersons also send a lot of money to Israel, especially in support 
of United Hatzalah, a network of 6,000 volunteer medics who zip 
through traffic on motorcycles responding to emergencies before an 
ambulance can arrive. 

The prevalence of missionary hospitals in Africa is a legacy of 
the 19th century when European groups sought to convert local 
populations, but, today, proselytizing isn’t part of the care provided, 
according to David Toole, a Duke University professor of ethics, 

Meet the Jewish couple funding Christian missionary hospitals in Africa

theology and global health, who 
is researching the role of mission 
hospitals in African health care 
systems. 

In the countries Toole has 
studied, Catholic hospitals, 
for example, outperform the 
government ones. “And the 
people know that,” Toole said. 
“So if you really get sick and you 
need care, you don’t go to the 
government hospital.”

The Christian hospitals’ 
effectiveness is directly related 
to their missionary identity: 
“It has a lot to do with morale 
of the employees, the way the 
employees are treated and the 
sense of mission that the hospital 
has as a Christian institution 
serving to the community,” Toole 
said. “They’re not proselytizing in 
any overt way. But they are trying 
to live out by example, what it 
means to be Christian. And the 
community sort of responds to 
that.”

Support for Christian 
hospitals in Africa has been 
dropping in recent decades 
as American and European 
mainline denominations that 
have traditionally sponsored 
the hospitals have shrunk in 
membership and influence. 

Mark was first inspired to 
help make up for the difference 
by his college friend, Dr. Jon 
Fielder, who was working in a 
missionary hospital in Kenya 
in 2002 and described the life-
saving work being done by 
doctors with very few resources. 

Eventually, Mark made enough money through his company, the 
Gerson Lehrman Group, which offers expert advice to investors, to 
become a major benefactor of Fielder’s work.

Together they established African Mission Healthcare and launched 
the $500,000 L’Chaim prize for missionary doctors. (It took a while, 
but Mark’s Christian friends have now learned that the name of the 
prize isn’t pronounced “El Chime.”)

The Gersons’ latest gift isn’t just a step up in scale, it also represents 
a sort of graduation into a higher league of philanthropy due to the 
involvement of the United Bank of Switzerland, or UBS. The bank 
committed $2 million, giving the foundation not just money but an 
important seal of approval. 

These donations will pay for surgeries, infrastructure such as 
electricity and oxygen, advanced medical training for locals, and a 
network of support for maternal health across 15 hospitals. 

Mark and Erica Gerson (Michael Gerson)
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Memorial

New London -- Rosalyn Goldberg Braverman passed 
away Sunday, Nov. 21, 2021, at Bayview Health Care after 
a lengthy illness.

“Roz” was born May 18, 1932, in New London the 
daughter of James and Anna Zemel Goldberg. She grew 
up in New London and was a proud graduate of Williams 
Memorial Institute class of 1950. After graduation, Roz 
worked at Electric Boat. She married Irwin Braverman 
Aug. 18, 1957, and continued to work until she became 
pregnant with her first daughter. Roz enthusiastically 
reminisced about attending the launching of the Nautilus.

Roz was a homemaker and raised three daughters. 
She volunteered at the schools and quizzed her daughters for 
numerous spelling tests. One of Roz’s favorite activities was spending 
her summers at Ocean Beach gabbing with her friends and knitting 
mittens.

She was predeceased by Irwin March 3, 1986.
Later in life, Roz’s greatest joy was attending various sporting 

events, concerts, and award ceremonies for her six grandsons. Her 
favorite title was grandma. Her other proud title was a breast cancer 
survivor.

Roz is survived by her daughters, Andrea (Jay) Small of New 
London, Barbara (Eric) Infeld of Durham and Susan (Geoff) Hausmann 
of Waterford; her grandsons, Jacob (Sarah) Small, Eric (Sarah) Small, 
Matthew and David Hausmann and Alex and Zach Infeld. She is also 
survived by great-grandson Jack Small and great-granddaughter 
Sophia Small.

In addition to her parents and husband, Roz was predeceased by a 
brother, Allen Goldberg.

Services were held at 11 a.m. Wednesday, Nov. 24, at Beth El 
Cemetery, 50 Lestertown Road, Groton. Shiva was held from 3 to 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, Nov. 24, at the Hausmann residence 34A Quarry Road, 
Waterford.

In lieu of flowers donations may be made in her memory to Susan 
G. Komen (komen.org) or the Alzheimer’s Association (alz.org).

The family would like to thank the staff at Bayview for their 
kindness and compassion during the final weeks of her life.

Thomas L. Neilan & Sons Funeral Home assisted the family with 
arrangements. Condolences may be shared on her memorial page at 
www.neilanfuneralhome.com. In Roz’s honor, please enjoy a large 
bowl of ice cream!

Rosalyn “Roz” 
Braverman

Irma Flitt celebrates 90th birthday

Irma Flitt was honored by her family and friends on November 14 with a 90th birthday 
luncheon at Langley’s at the Great Neck Country Club. Her son Howard (Laurie) Flitt and her 
daughter Leslie (Harvey) Orenstein hosted the festivities. Around 50 people attended including 
Gigi’s (Irma’s) eight great grandchildren 

By Lisa Keys, JTA
Michael Douglas and Catherine Zeta-Jones. Oprah. Martha Stewart. 

Mariah Carey. All were clients of Sylvia Weinstock, a Jewish cake 
designer who rose from humble Brooklyn roots, started a luxury cake-
baking business at age 50 and became known across the globe as the 
“Queen of Cakes.”

Weinstock died on Monday, Nov. 22 at age 91, according to People 
magazine. A representative told the publication the famous designer 
died “peacefully in her home 
in Tribeca, surrounded by her 
loving family.”

Weinstock had been credited 
with revolutionizing the wedding 
cake industry, insisting the cakes 
taste as good as they look. Though 
she made cakes in shapes as 
varied as a Bentley automobile or 
Masada (“replete with an edible 
replica of the salty Dead Sea at 
its base,” according to the Times 
of Israel), Weinstock became 
most famous for her realistic 
floral designs. “What made her 
work really stand out was her 
incredible attention to detail,” 
reads the People obituary. “She 
learned to create her signature 
flowers by deconstructing 
real blooms, petal-by-petal, 
painstakingly reforming them in 
sugar dough by hand.”

It’s a remarkable journey 
for someone whose own Jewish 
wedding featured a store-bought honey cake. “We were poor, college 
kids,” Weinstock told The New York Times in 2019 about her 1949 
wedding to Ben Weinstock. “We got married at a Jewish seminary in 
Manhattan in front of 20 people,” referring to the Jewish Theological 
Seminary. The couple was married for 69 years; Ben, an attorney, died 
in 2018 at the age of 93.

Jewish cake designer to the stars 
Sylvia Weinstock dead at 91

For many years, Weinstock, 
who grew up in a family she 
described as culturally Jewish, 
worked as an elementary school 
teacher and a homemaker, raising 
three daughters in Massapequa, 
on New York’s Long Island. After 
surviving breast cancer, she 

began to bake professionally, 
having honed her cake-baking 
skills during family ski trips to 
Hunter Mountain. (According 
to People, “as Ben would ski, 

Cake designer Sylvia Weinstock at the holiday window unveiling 
at Barneys New York on November 16, 2010 in New York City. (Amy 
Sussman/Getty Images)

Please update your address
When you forget to let us know you will be moving either 

permanently to another locale or heading to Florida to stay warm 
over the winter months, the USPS charges the Jewish Leader 67 
cents for each paper returned to us labeled Temporarily Away or 
Unable to Forward.

To keep our database current please contact Mimi or Jenn 
at 860-442-8062 or at office@jfec.com and let us know when 
you are leaving, if and when you are returning, and whether you 
would like to receive the paper while you are away or at your new 
address.

Thank you for your thoughtfulness.

www.neilanfuneralhome.com
mailto:office@jfec.com
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Desert Wedding TEDDY WEINBERGER
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My son Ezra (29) was recently married to Mai Giladi (21) at a place 
whose English-language name makes clear that this is not your usual 
wedding hall: Desert Camping Israel (see mirdafim.com)

Ezra and Mai, an unconventional couple, wanted an unconventional 
wedding, and so they worked hard and produced one for themselves. 

Desert Camping Israel provided tents for those sleeping over after 
the wedding, as well as communal facilities and electricity (not to be 
taken for granted in the middle of a desert). Everything else had to be 
brought in. Ezra, with help from a friend or two, set up the lighting for 
the event. Hagit (whom we have known since she worked on Elie’s 
bar mitzvah 14 years ago) created a gorgeous flower-covered huppa 
as well as a bridal chair, where Mai held court before the wedding 
(nearby, Ezra and Mai had filled a basin with soapy water and hand-
made rope bubble-wands). The tables were attractively decorated, 

as was the stand where Ezra and Mai placed several dozen half-liter 
bottles of their olive oil (they picked the olives, took them to an olive 
press, ordered the bottles, and put commemorative stickers on each 
one). 

Ezra’s “groom’s table” was alive with singing and bongo playing. 
When the time came, Sarah and I each took Ezra by an arm and trekked 
up a hill to Mai for the veiling. Needless to say, the desert sand made 
folly of my shined shoes and dry-cleaned pants. 

The wedding ceremony itself was fairly traditional, with one 

lovely innovation: Yehezkel, who 
conducted the ceremony, said at 
the beginning, “I invite everyone 
to take half a minute and connect 
with Ezra and Mai, to bless them 
in our hearts; let’s take a half a 
minute in silence--we can hear 
the quiet of the desert.” The 
ensuing silence, like all effective 
ritual, helped focus our attention 
and ushered us in to sacred time. 

Mai and Ezra exchanged 
rings under the huppa as well 
as words. Ezra said: “People 
couldn’t believe, and neither 
could I, that I would find someone 
who was so like me in 
so many ways, such a 
good partner: for olive 
picking, hiking, for 
everything--someone 
who gets excited 
almost as much as me 
at finding a perfectly 
good sleeping bag 
out by the trash.” 
Mai recalled their 
chance meeting two 
and a half years ago 
in Sinai (Egypt). She 
said: “I knew pretty 
much from the start 
that we would get 
here. Not why, what, 
or how, but I knew 
that I had found my 
ground, warm and fertile earth. 
I just didn’t know how it could 
be logical for a wanderer to be 
earth.” Mai went on to say: “From 
here in the daytime you can see 
a bench on top of a hill toward 
which we climbed one day, and 
of course you got there before 
me, and when I got there, out of 
breath from trying to keep up, 

you were waiting for me with a fabulous 
breakfast. That’s part of the home I feel with 
you.” 

Ezra and Mai consciously omitted an 
RSVP from their wedding invitation; their 
attitude was “whoever comes, welcome.” 
Because of this, I would venture to say that 
the number they told the caterer (150) was 
incredibly accurate, as surprise no-shows 
were offset by surprise yes-shows--friends 
who assumed that the fact that they hadn’t received an invitation was 
a mere oversight. Ofri, a young woman who lives near Mitzpe Ramon 
several hours to the south, brought her husband and two children, 

saying: “There’s no way 
that I’m not showing up 
for Ezra’s wedding.” 

The pescatarian 
wedding was catered 
by the oldest brother 
of Ezra’s best friend, 
and at 11:00 pm. Ezra’s 
friend Meni fired up a 
grill for the carnivores. 
At about 1:00 a.m., 
after the Balkan/
gypsy/klezmer band 
and then the DJ had 
played their last (with a 
guest DJ appearance by 
Ofri), a group gathered 
around a campfire 
(the wood for the fire 

had been schlepped in by Ezra), while several dozen people took 
advantage of the offer to sleep over and headed for their tents. I hope 
that my brother and sister (who somehow had managed to gain entry 
to Israel at a time when few foreigners were allowed in), have forgiven 
me by now for the fact that the campfire was right outside their tent. 
The atmosphere at the communal sink felt a bit like overnight camp, 
with a nearby basket stocked (yes, by Ezra and Mai) with toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, shampoo, soap, deodorant, etc.; and the guitar-playing, 
singing, and kibitzing at the campfire provided the background for the 
end of the event. 

There was true delight and happiness at this desert camping 
wedding. As Mai told me afterward: “It was the most us possible.”

Ezra crushing the glass with enthusias at the end of the wedding 
ceremony.

Ezra and Mai enjoying their special day.

Weinstock would stay behind and bake, testing out her recipes for the 
French chefs who worked on the mountain.”)

During her treatment and recovery — and with their children grown 
— Weinstock and Ben moved to Manhattan. With the encouragement 
of renowned chef William Goldberg, she launched Sylvia Weinstock 
Cakes in 1980; Ben sold his law practice to support her efforts. Until 
2018, Weinstock operated a shop on Church Street in Tribeca. “One 
floor was used to greet people and where the flowers were made,” 
she told The Times. “Baking, icing and cake structure was done on the 
third floor. The elevator would take the cakes to the basement, which 
we turned into a walk-in refrigerator. I lived on the fourth and fifth 
floors.”

With her signature close-cropped white hair and oversized round 
glasses, Weinstock — who had been featured in countless lifestyle 
magazines — was occasionally mistaken for another senior Jewish 
style icon: textile designer Iris Apfel, 100. (“People have confused me 
with her, but I’m younger!” Weinstock quipped to the Times of Israel.)

According to People, Weinstock leaves three daughters — Ellen 
Weldon, Amy Slavin and Janet Weinstock Isa — as well as sons-in-law 
Keith Weldon and Barton Slavin, and grandchildren Ben Weldon (wife 
Lila Miller), Dot Weldon, Hannah Slavin (husband Joel Puritz), Jeffrey 
Slavin, Dana Reilly and Evan Reilly.

By Shira Hanau, JTA
A Chabad house in Austin organized a Hanukkah menorah lighting 

in an unusual place on Monday night: on a highway overpass looking 
out over the busy MoPac Expressway.

They didn’t just pick the location so drivers would see the menorah 
on their evening commute. Instead, they wanted transform the 
spot, which had been the site of an antisemitic demonstration, into 
something brighter.

On Oct. 24, members of the neo-Nazi group the Goyim Defense 
League hung antisemitic banners from that spot reading “Vax the 
Jews.” The overpass is just a few blocks away from the Shalom Austin 
Jewish Community Center and several synagogues, and the incident 
happened just a few days after racist and antisemitic graffiti was 
discovered at Anderson High School, about a mile and a half away from 
the community center.

The incident was soon followed by another incident of antisemitism, 
when a fire was set in front of Congregation Beth Israel in another part 
of Austin. While no one was hurt, the fire damaged the synagogue’s 
carved wooden doors and caused smoke damage throughout the 
sanctuary.

Austin Chabad lights menorah where 
neo-Nazis hung antisemitic banners

Rabbi Yosef Levertov, director 
of Chabad Lubavitch Austin, told 
Chabad.org that the menorah 
lighting in that spot was a 
deliberate symbol of Jewish pride 
in the face of antisemitism.

“We will transform these sites 
to places of light,” Levertov said.

http://mirdafim.com/
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