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PLOTKINS CONT. ON PG 6

By Sheila Horvitz
Roz Plotkin dedicated her life in Colchester to community, American 

civic life, Israel and especially Hadassah. For almost 70 years, the 
Plotkin’s Jewelry Store was Hadassah Central, Colchester Civic Central 
and the epitome of small-town honest and fair service - sadly almost a 
relic in today’s world.

On December 25, 2021, an era will end. The Plotkin’s Jewelry store 
will close after almost 70 years. 

The End of an Era: 
The Plotkins leave Colchester

Amazingly, in 1952, a young 
couple from Norwich and New 
London opened Plotkin’s Jewelry 
store on Lebanon Avenue in 
Colchester. A year later, they 
moved to a space on Merchant’s 
Row across from the town green. 
Then in 1961, the store moved 
to its last and current location in 
the Colchester Shopping Plaza on 
South Main Street.

Roz’s husband, Irving Plotkin, 
originally from New London, 
had two brothers, Nate and Sid. 
Eventually all three of them 
opened jewelry stores on their 
own in eastern Connecticut. 
Irving started his career in 1944, 
learning the jewelry and watch-
making trade working for his 
brother Nate in Willimantic. 
Six years later he was drafted 
into the U.S Army during the 
Korean War and was stationed 
at Camp Pickett in Virginia. By 
then he had met Roz when he 
had moved to her hometown of 
Norwich. They married during 
his service on February 11, 1951, 
and went to New York City on 
their honeymoon. Shortly after 

Irving Plotkin, Roz Plotkin and their son Paul Plotkin in their jewelry 
store in the 1990’s.

We know that you have many choices when it comes to 
charitable giving at the end of the year. Here is a handy 
guide for maximizing your donations while saving on your 
taxes.

As 2021 draws to a close, many of the challenges 2020 has brought 
are still with us. Many families continue to struggle to find work. They 
have come to rely on the services provided by our Federation.

In this time of need, the Federation needs your support. There 
are several strategies that you can employ that will ensure that your 
dollars are directed to a cause you care passionately about while 
providing you potential tax savings. These strategies include:

1. Gifting securities is particularly appealing for those who 
have large capital gains.

End-of-Year Giving Advice

GIVING CONT. ON PG 13

Our statewide Shine A Light on Antisemitism webinar was a big 
success! It wrapped up a great 8 days of education and advocacy. More 
than 400 people registered to watch! Thank you to everyone who 
attended.

If you did not get to participate in this thought-provoking webinar, 
you can watch the video by clicking on the link at the end of this article. 
This critically acclaimed campaign was a real success-- and we will 
build on this for round two!

With the goal of drawing attention to the number of antisemitic 
incidents on a dangerous upward spiral all across the country, the 
Jewish Federations of Connecticut, together with their respective 
Jewish Community Relations Councils, the Jewish Federation 
Association of Connecticut (JFACT) and ADL Connecticut, joined 
together to present “Shine A Light on Antisemitism”.

According to the annual ADL survey, there were 185 antisemitic 
incidents in Connecticut in 2020. During the same period, ADL 
tabulated 2,024 reported antisemitic incidents throughout the United 
States.

This is the third-highest year on record since ADL began tracking 
antisemitic incidents in 1979. Across North America, antisemitism is 
on the rise. In 2020, 57.5% of all religiously motivated hate crimes 
were against Jews, who make up just 2% of the U.S. population.

As the holiday of Chanukah drew to a close, Jewish community 
members and their neighbors from across Connecticut gathered 

JFEC joined #ShineALight  
to spotlight antisemitism

online to #ShineALight on 
antisemitism. Special guests 
included Cantor Julia Cadrain 
of Temple Israel in Westport, 
CT; Oren Jacobson, co-founder 
of Project Shema; and ADL 
volunteer Ellie Cooper.

Here’s the link to the video of 
the webinar... https://youtu.be/
rlvZwAEQUrM

By Barbara Wolfe,  
PJ Library Coordinator

We don’t need to tell you 
that reading to your children is 
important.

Study after study has shown 
it impacts a child’s development. 
Even the mere presence of 
books in a home increases the 
level of education they can 
reach.

But finding the right books 
and making the time to read 
as a family can be hard. That’s 
where PJ Library comes in. 

PJ Library sends free Jewish 
children’s books to families 
across the world every month. 
We know that something 
magical happens when parents 
sit down together to read with 
their children.

PJ Library shares Jewish 
stories that can help your family 

We love our  
PJ Library lovers!

The Leiser Family Foundation 
supports our local PJ Library 
program. Harry is pictured here 
modeling swag from PJ Library. 
Turn to page 8 for additional 
photos from PJ Library’s most 
recent program. PJ LIBRARYCONT. ON PG 13Oren Jacobson

https://www.youtube.com/hashtag/shinealight
https://youtu.be/rlvZwAEQUrM
https://youtu.be/rlvZwAEQUrM
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Energy Saving  
Windows & Doors! 

Order Factory Direct! 

Vinyl Replacement &  
New Construction Windows 

          Storm Windows & Commercial Aluminum 

Professional Installation Available 

Railings & Fences of Many Styles 

860.848.9258 • www.alltimemfg.com 

Since 1946 

By Rabbi Yosef Resnick
This week’s Torah reading, Vayechi, relates Jacob’s final years. 

Shortly before his passing, Jacob blesses Joseph’s children, as well as 
his own. A huge funeral procession escorts Jacob’s body to Canaan. 

The parsha, the last one in 
the book of Breishis, Genesis, 
concludes with the death of 
Joseph.

“Jacob lived seventeen 
years in the land of Egypt, 
so that the span of Jacob’s 
life came to one hundred 
and forty-seven years.”

The commentary the 
Bartenura explains, “Yaakov 
lived;” according to Rashi, 
the reason why this portion 
has not been separated 
from the preceding portion 
by as much as the space 
of a single letter, is because 
with the death of Yaakov 
the “eyes and the heart” of 

his descendants were as if closed to the spiritual mission they were 
to bring to the world, as they were being enslaved. You might well ask 
that seeing that Joseph his son ruled in Egypt for another 54 years 
during which all of his descendants enjoyed complete freedom, how is 
that possible? The answer is that this was not quite so. His family had 
become culturally too dependent on Egypt. Another interpretation 

A Torah moment -- Vayechi
for the omission of even a 
minimum amount of blank 
space in the Torah before 
the commencement of this 
portion is that the subject 
dealt with here was 
inextricably interwoven 
with what preceded it, i.e. 
the Torah’s description 
of the years during which 
Yaakov lived thus far.

From sefaria.org
As you can see from this commentary of the Bartenura, he ascribes 

meaning even to the lack of blank space in the Torah! How much more 
so does every letter, and even every crown on each letter, have great 
significance. Many commentaries expound on both the letters and 
crowns. Even the cantillation symbols are expounded upon. As Pirkei 
Avos, the Ethics of the Fathers, says, “Turn it over and turn it over; 
everything is in it.” (The Torah.)

As physical beings living in a very physical world, with limited 
human intellectual capacities, we do our best to understand what the 
Torah has to say to us. After all, it is G-d speaking to us, so it is pretty 
important! 

There are four levels of Torah interpretations: 
1. P’shat; the simple meaning. 
2. Remez; hints and allusions. 
3. Drush; longer expositions.
4. Sod; the secret, more mystical interpretations. 
The first four letters of these Hebrew words spell PARDES, which 

means “orchard.” The four levels of Torah interpretation together 
are like a fragrant orchard. You may have heard the story of the four 
Rabbis who strolled in the orchard, with varying results. Of these four 
levels, the one most people shy away from, criticize, and are even 
afraid of, is Sod, for various reasons. Interestingly, the Vilna Gaon once 

VAYECHI

pointed out that PARDES without 
the samech of sod, the last letter, 
spells PERED, which means a 
mule! He explained that one is 
like a mule if they leave off that 
last, very profound level of Torah 
interpretation.

Sod happens to be my 
favorite level of interpretation. 
I welcome any readers to join 
me, virtually or in person, to 
delve into the mysteries of the 
Torah, especially in the weekly 
Torah portion. We meet at 9:00 
am every Shabbat morning 
to study before services. All 
are welcome! Please contact 
me with any questions, or to 
arrange a meeting. I have limited 
office hours, and am available 
for counseling, consultation, 
learning, and more, virtually or 
in person.

Shabbat Shalom!

Rabbi Yosef Resnick, MSEd
Brothers of Joseph 
Synagogue Norwich, CT,  
cell: 781.201.0377
Google virtual office phone: 
339.364.3044

Please update your address
When you forget to let us know you will be moving 

either permanently to another locale or heading to Florida 
to stay warm over the winter months, the USPS charges the 
Jewish Leader 67 cents for each paper returned to us labeled 
Temporarily Away or Unable to Forward.

To keep our database current please contact Mimi or Jenn 
at 860-442-8062 or at office@jfec.com and let us know when 
you are leaving, if and when you are returning, and whether you 
would like to receive the paper while you are away or at your 
new address.

Thank you for your thoughtfulness.ess.


http://sefaria.org/
mailto:office@jfec.com


 THE JEWISH LEADER, DECEMBER 17, 2021 3

By Gail Weber and Barbara Senges - Co-Presidents
Our Sisterhood works very hard to create opportunities for the 

women of Temple Emanu-El and all Jewish women of Southeastern, CT 
to come together as a community of Jewish women. This has proven to 
be a challenge over the last two years, but our Zoom events, outdoor 
events, and now hybrid events have continued to provide us with 
quality time together.

Our Membership Kick-Off event was held on Sunday, September 19 
at the Tent at McCook’s Point Park in Niantic and on Zoom. This was a 
Trivia Competition that was so well received that another Trivia event 
was held on Wednesday, December 15 at Temple Emanu-El and on 
Zoom. (Another Zoom Trivia Event will be held on February 23, 2022.)

Book Club discussions led by Cecile Feldman have been a highlight 
of the fall season. In September, we read “Here All Along” by Sarah 
Hurwitz which was followed up by a URJ sponsored Zoom event 
with the author. In November, we gathered again on Zoom to discuss 
“Marjorie Morningstar” by Herman Wouk. Our first winter Book Club 
will be held Sunday, January 9 at 2:00 PM via Zoom. We will be reading 
“The Caste - The Origin of our Discontents” by Isabel Wilkerson. Cecile 
Feldman will be leading the group from Nice, France!

This fall Sisterhood has organized a twice weekly walking group 
on the Niantic Boardwalk. On Wednesday and Thursday mornings at 
10:00AM, we gather at the Hole in the Wall Beach end of the Boardwalk 
on Baptist Lane. The cold weather has not deterred us, and we will 
continue to walk in the winter months weather permitting.

On Thursday, November 18 at Temple Emanu-El and on Zoom, 
our members Cecile Feldman, Flossie Betten and Merrill Mazzella 
presented a holiday Cooking Demonstration. Learning to prepare 
the perfect Chanukah latkes, and Thanksgiving desserts - a sweet 
potato pie and an apple tart was the goal of the evening. Delicious free 
samples were provided for all to take home!

Social Action is also a priority for Sisterhood. In October, we 
formed a team to raise money for Safe Futures at the Safe Futures 

Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood fall update
Walk at Waterford High School. 
For Chanukah we partnered with 
the Federation’s Friendly Visitors 
Program and members of Beth-El 
to assemble and deliver holiday 
gift bags to Jewish residents of 
long-term care facilities. We plan 
to continue this project for Purim 
and Passover.

The Sisterhood Board is already busy planning events for January, 
February, and March. It is never too late to become a member of 
Sisterhood. Join us at an upcoming event - Book Club on January 9 or 
a “Scavenger Hunt” on Zoom on January 25. Check the Sisterhood 
Section of the Temple Emanu-El website for details. 

You can send your membership check of $36 made out to Temple 
Emanu-El Sisterhood to Temple Emanu-El, PO Box 288, Waterford, CT 
06385, attention Caren Linden.

  

December Senior Connections

Direct: 860-443-4400   Cell: 860-625-5255 
Email: Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com 
Website: www.CallTheHouseman.com 

Blog: CTHouseMan.com 

ON THE BAY 

FOR ALL YOUR  
REAL ESTATE NEEDS 

Senior Connections
Lunch and Kibbitz

Look for your January-February 2022 Maven coming soon for 
upcoming lunches provided by TVCCA, cooked by Dona Casey and is a 
program of the Jewish Federation.

December 20: Senior Trip the Shack  
Lunch on your own 
Come join us at the Shack for some good conversation and comfort 

food. The event will start at 
12:00 at 131 Boston Post Rd #3, 
Waterford, CT

COPY CATS

458 Williams St. 
New London

860-442-8424 
www.copycatsnl.com

Signs
Flyers

Posters
Mailers 

Fullfillment 
Promotional Items

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Reservations 
required.  

Please call 
Carly @ (860) 

333-8218 

All Kosher Hot 
Lunches (KHL) 
begin @ 12:00 
noon. 

Suggested 
donation is 
$3.00 

1. 2. 
12 noon 
deadline to 
sign up for Dec 
6 luncheon  

3. 4.  

5. 6.  
Last day of 
Hanukkah  
Spaghetti and 
meat balls 
 

7. 8. 9. 
12 noon 
deadline to 
sign up for Dec 
13 luncheon 

10. 11. 

12.  13.  

  Shepherd’s 
Pie  

14. 
 

15. 
Deadline to sign 
up for the trip to 
the Shack by 
12:00pm 

16. 
 

17. 18. 

19. 20. 
 Trip to The 
Shack   

21. 22. 
 

23. 
 

24. 
Christmas Eve  

25. 
 

26. 27. 
 Enjoy the 
Holiday break!  

28. 29. 30. 31.  
New Year’s Eve  

 

December 2021 Senior Connections Activities 
 

JFEC office closed

JFEC office closed
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By Dan Bendor
Dear Community,

The next book for the Beth El Book Club is Louis Brandeis by 
Jeffrey Rosen. Brandeis was one of the most significant jurists of the 
Supreme Court in the last century. He gave his name to the University 
which was, I think, invited to join the Ivy League but for reasons which 
may be revealed in the book, declined to do so.

Given current times and Supreme Court decisions, it will be 
interesting to think what Brandeis would have thought of recent 
decisions. For example, the Citizens United decision gave corporations 
the status of people in the eyes of the constitution and had implications 
for election funding. One of my college classmates, a Republican 
federal judge, agreed with me that was one of the worst Supreme 

Beth El Book Club meets Sunday, Dec. 19

“We need to keep our faith.” 
I’ve had the joy of meeting and working with some 
amazing people at Congregation Beth El and have seen 
greater participation over time. During this time of COVID 
our congregation is more active than ever mostly through 
the safety of online and offers a wide variety of 
options for everyone.  – Rabbi Earl Kideckel

SERVICES
•  Daily Minyan
•  Shabbat Services
•  Holidays
COMMUNITY PROGRAMS 
•  Educational Presentations
•  Talks by local speakers
•  Lunch & Learn with the Rabbi
SOCIAL EVENTS
•  Distanced Gatherings
•  Musical Events
•  Curbside Meal Offerings
•  Schmooze Before & After Zoom Events

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME! 
860.442.0418 • bethel-nl.org

By Iris Freeman
I have begun taking orders for your 2022 NMJL Mahjongg Cards. 

The price is the same as last year: $9 for Standard and $10 for Large 
Size.

Please send checks to Temple Emanu-El, P.O. Box 288, Waterford, 
CT 06385, made out to Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood. 

If you have ordered from me in the past, and your address and email 
are the same, then all I need is your check and #/size of cards desired.

The NMJL donates back a portion of the card price to us as a 
fundraiser, although the cost to you is exactly the same. Thanks to all 
of you and especially to those who collected extra orders from their 
friends, groups, and relatives, for helping to sustain this fundraising 
activity. The cards can be mailed directly to the recipient so feel free to 
include orders for players from other parts of the country.

Cards will be mailed form the NMJL in late March to begin use April 
1, 2022. If you are a snowbird, please indicate which address you want 
your card mailed. 

If you collect for a group of people, you can either provide their 
individual addresses, have all the cards go to you, or a combination. 
If you provide their individual addresses, then they will receive the 
annual NMJL newsletter with their card. 

I must submit my orders to the NMJL in January, and once my 
deadline passes, I cannot order more cards as part of this Sisterhood 
fundraiser. 

If you have any questions, please contact Iris Freeman at ifree-
gang@aol.com or 860-460-3081.

2022 Mah Jongg  
Card Orders

Court decisions since Dred Scott 
in the 1800’s. We might also 
wonder what he would think 
of a law that allows ordinary 
citizens to be vigilantes regarding 
abortions in Texas. Finally, 
what might he have said about 
voter suppression laws around 
the country. I am not alone in 
thinking they are the greatest 
threat to our surprisingly fragile 
democracy.

Given the importance of the 
Supreme Court in balancing 
the executive and legislative 
branches of government, 
Brandeis and his colleagues had 
a very important role.

The Waterford Library is 
trying to acquire 8 copies from 
around the state. Since we are 
meeting Sunday, Dec. 19 at 8:15 
p.m. via zoom, that might not be 
enough reading time for some. I 
encourage people to think about 
e-books. It’s $13 on Amazon, 
about the cost of several trips 
to Starbucks. I think the book 
will stick to our mental ribs 
much more than coffee to our 
anatomical ones.

If there are questions, call me 
at 860-235-9569 or email Faye 
Ringel at fayeringel@hotmail.
com. You can call the Beth El 
office at 860-442-0418 to get 
added to the book club member 
list and for a zoom invitation.

Hope your Thanksgivings 
were filled with thanks.

44726

 Diamonds  ❖  Watches  ❖  Crystal
 Fine Contemporary & Antique Jewelry

 Custom Jewelry Design  ❖  Expert Jewelry & Watch Repair
 Estate Jewelry Bought & Sold

 262 Boston Post Road • Utopia Centre 
 Waterford, CT • (860) 442-4391

 Monday - Thursday 10:00-6:00  ❖  Friday 10:00-7:00  ❖  Saturday 10:00-4:00

 Since 1919 Southeastern Connecticut’s Oldest and Most Respected Jewelers

By Shira Hanau, JTA
Just days after New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio announced 

a vaccine mandate for employees of private schools — including 
religious schools — a major Hasidic leader in Israel has instructed his 
followers in Brooklyn to comply with the mandate.

Rabbi Yissachar Dov Rokeach, the leader of the Belz Hasidic sect 
who lives in Israel, urged teachers at a new Belz school being built in 
Borough Park to get vaccinated.

“In the matter of vaccinations against Corona, indeed, it is proper 
for all staff members to be vaccinated — the men as well as the 
women, and may it be with great hatzlacha [success,]” Rokeach wrote 
in a letter, according to local news site BoroPark24.

Rokeach’s instructions for his followers regarding the coronavirus 
pandemic have at times been contrary to government guidance. Last 
October, Rokeach refused to close his yeshivas and urged students 
to continue studying in spite of orders from the government to shut 
down to slow the spread of disease.

This story is part of JTA’s coverage of New York through the New 
York Jewish Week. To read more stories like this, sign up for our daily 
New York newsletter here.

Still, Rokeach has come out in favor of vaccines. Earlier this year, a 
coronavirus vaccine drive was held at the main Belz beit midrash, or 
study house where about 1,500 people were vaccinated, according to 
Yeshiva World News.

Belz Hasidic sect urges 
teachers to get vaccinated

mailto:ifreegang@aol.com
mailto:ifreegang@aol.com
mailto:fayeringel@hotmail.com
mailto:fayeringel@hotmail.com


 THE JEWISH LEADER, DECEMBER 17, 2021 5

    By  

Artie
  Dean

“The Rebbe,”  
by Joseph Telushkin



JT’s All Seasons Landscaping
Winter is here!

Ice & Snow will disappear  
from your sidewalk, driveway, parking lot

or any paved surface when you call 
Joel Tomsky @ 860-271-9549

Commercial & Residential

Ask about our senior rates
Insured #MPT7743H • LLC 1101711

Editor’s note: Artie is busy with family this week and asked the Leader 
to reprint this column that first appeared in the August 10, 2018 
edition. He promises to be back for the January 7, 2022 issue and a 
continuation of his current story, “The Chanukah Miracle.”

Reviewed by Artie Dean
In recent years I have become increasingly interested in the diversity 

of Jewish thought and practice. So, when my book club chose to read 
“The Rebbe,” by Joseph Telushkin, I looked forward to a good read and a 
chance to learn more about Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the 
sixth Lubavitch Rabbi, who guided the Chabad movement from 1951 
to the time of his death in 1994. He is credited with promoting the idea 
of Jewish outreach throughout the 
world. By empowering ‘shlichim’ 
couples (often young, newly 
married emissaries) to start 
Chabad Houses all over the world, 
the Rebbe enabled the Lubavitch 
movement to grow far beyond its 
center in Brooklyn, New York, at 
770 Eastern Parkway. 

Telushkin, although not part of 
the Lubavitch sect of Chassidism, 
was intimately connected to the 
Rebbe and provides a loving 
commentary of the Rebbe’s 
life and teachings. Telushkin’s 
grandfather was an early 
supporter and Telushkin’s father 
served as the accountant for the 
Rebbe. In the book Telushkin 
narrates the rise of Rabbi 
Schneerson to “Rebbe,” and his 
prominent role in bringing Jewish 
outreach to the consciousness 
of Jews and non-Jews alike. The 
Rebbe met with numerous world 
leaders, the Pope, John F. Kennedy, to name a few. Telushkin credits the 
Rebbe with influencing Shirley Chisolm, a New York congresswoman 
in the sixties. He suggested she use her position on the congressional 
agricultural committee to help feed children in need, a decision that 
propelled her to national prominence and helped the most vulnerable 
in our society.

The Rebbe met with his community on a regular basis. Lines 
hundreds long formed outside his office, late into the night, with 
people wanting to speak to him, even for a few minutes. He would give 
advice or a blessing to his followers and then hand them a dollar. I 
myself never met him or saw him in person. A few years ago when I 
attended Rabbi Sternberg’s oldest daughter’s wedding, I did see the 
Chabad headquarters in Crown Heights, Brooklyn. After the ceremony 
we were invited to visit the Rebbe’s office, preserved as it was the day 
he died. It’s a simple room; a desk, a few leather chairs, and a wall full 
of books. A successor to Rabbi Shneerson has not yet been appointed 
although he passed away nearly 25 years ago.

Telushkin highlights the Rabbi’s many achievements, perhaps the 
most significant one being the establishment of Chabad centers all 
over the world. There are few places you can travel to on this earth 

without a “Chabad House,” an 
oasis of Jewish presence where 
a weary traveler can find a 
kosher meal, or perhaps attend 
a Shabbat service. Right here 
in New London, at Ahaveth 
Chesed, Rabbi Sternberg is part 
of the Lubavitch Movement. 
Many years ago I asked him 
why he would come to a place 
like New London and did he 
miss Brooklyn. He smiled and I 
thought I saw a twinkle in his 
eye. “Back in Brooklyn there are 
lots of people like me. Here I can 
make a difference.”

Last winter I spent a few 
weeks in Redington Shores, 
Florida. When I wanted to attend 
a Purim service and hear the 
Megillah, I googled Chabad and 
sure enough, to my amazement, 
there was a service only a five-
minute drive from my rented 
condo. I found about eighty fellow 
Jews of all ages although the 

predominant attendee 
was 60 and older. Most 
of the children were 
dressed in costume. (As 
is the custom at many 
synagogues to celebrate 
Purim). The Chabad 
Rabbi there was no more 
than 30, dressed in a 
flowing magician’s robe 
and hat that made him 
look like Merlin of King 
Arthur’s fame. We heard 
the Megillah, shook 
the grogger to blot out 
Haman’s name, and 
were treated to some 
delicious sushi after the 
service. I even got to 
take a few Hamantashen 
for my granddaughter 
who was to visit us in 
the following days.

I must admit that as 
a teenager in New York 
City I was unfamiliar 

with the Chabad Movement. 
Back in the sixties I would see 
their Mitzvah Wagons around 
Manhattan—asking men, “Are 
you Jewish? If you answered yes 
you were invited to put on tefillin. 
Perhaps I was uncomfortable 
with praying in a van parked 
on a city street. Or perhaps I 
was struggling to find my own 
Jewish identity and people 
wearing black hats who felt so 
passionately about their faith 
made me feel uncomfortable. 
These days I’m more accepting. 
The knowledge that there are 
Jewish organizations that care 
about all Jews, whether orthodox, 
conservative, or reform makes 
me feel more connected.

One winter I spent a week in a San Juan, Puerto Rico resort. I met 
a couple of Lubavitch Yeshiva students while walking the beach. They 
gave me directions to a Chabad House a few blocks away where I 
bought kosher chickens to serve to my family for Friday night dinner. 
As the years went on I became increasingly aware of Chabad’s work. 
Friends who travelled to Italy came back with fascinating stories of 
their Friday night dinners in Venice, Florence, and Rome. When my 
niece, Rebecca Spirgel, an observant Jew, travelled through Southeast 
Asia she sought out Chabad for a Shabbat meal. In Chiang Mai, in the 
north of Thailand, she had Friday night dinner with a crowd of 100, 
mostly Israelis. A bar mitzvah was held the next day. In Bangkok she 
joined 50 others on a weekday evening. She even found a Chabad in 
Hanoi. (I spent my teenage years hoping to avoid being sent there by 
Uncle Sam. The times have certainly changed.) Rebecca described 
the Chabad Houses, run by young Lubavitch couples as welcoming, 
friendly and accepting. They do charge for meals and of course they 
accept donations, but for those looking for a kosher meal or a Shabbat 
service, it’s a small price to pay.

Telushkin highlights the things that made Rabbi Schneerson’s 
message so powerful.

He writes: The Rebbe came with a different message, one that 
he preached nonstop for over forty years. Love your fellow, 
and not just those who agree with you. As the Rebbe intuited, 
while all Jews are familiar with the commandment, “Love your 
neighbor as yourself,” it seems that virtually everyone, even 
some otherwise very great figures, have reasons and rationales 
to justify why it doesn’t apply to those with whom they disagree.

As Rebbe, Menachem Mendel Schneerson introduced what 
was in effect a new standard in Jewish life, an unconditional 
love and respect for all Jews, regardless of their denominational 
affiliation or non-affiliation. Love all Jews, he preached, because 
they are your brothers or sisters, and just as you don’t look for 
excuses not to love your sibling, don’t look for reasons not to 
love other Jews.

Now there’s an idea worth emulating, regardless of your level of 
observance or your affiliation.

ROUTINE, FUNCTIONAL & 
HOLISTIC VISION CARE 

Also specializing in: 
Contact Lenses, Learning Challenges, ADD, ADHD, Autism 

Located at Pearle Vision | Waterford Commons, Waterford, CT 

www.BrianMannVision.com

DR. BRIAN MANN & ASSOCIATES
Optometrists
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him where they lived off the base in an apartment. That was the 
first time Roz had ever traveled that far by herself.

After Irving’s service, they moved to Colchester. When Roz 
and Irving opened their store together in 1952, Colchester had 
approximately 3000 people and no jewelry store for merchandise and 
repairs. Over the years, they watched Colchester grow into a much 
larger community. Their family grew with the birth of two children, 
Hillery and Paul. Hillery now lives in Stoughton, Ma. with her husband 
Danny and has two children. She is a physical therapist who often 

returns to Colchester and has helped in the store on occasion, most 
recently, this month during the busy “Going Out of Business Sale”. 

Paul joined the business in 1981, having been trained in diamond 
grading by the Gemological Institute of America. When the store closes 
at the end of this year, Paul and his fiance Deborah will be moving to 
Florida where he will be closer to his two married children and two 
new grandchildren.``Our daughter and our daughter-in-law are making 
me “a double grandfather.” 

Sadly, Roz and Paul have been alone together in the store since 
Irving died on June 13, 2014, so when the store closes, Roz will move 
to Massachusetts to be near family in an assisted living apartment.

Over the years, Roz and Irving have been honored and celebrated 
for their contributions to Colchester, Hadassah and the community. 
They were always in the store together, greeting customers with a 
warm welcome. Their dedication and enthusiasm were infectious. 
What made their store special was that they cared about the town and 
its people. They supported activities, donated their time to numerous 
organizations and provided quality products and services to their 
customers.

Irving was a sweet and kind person who customers got to know. 
Colchester residents referred to Irving as “Mr. Community” for his 
tireless efforts on behalf of the town. He served as President of the 
Lions Club, on the Board of Directors of Ahavath Achim Synagogue, on 
the Colchester Historic District Commission, and Colchester Business 
Association. In an interview for the 50th Anniversary of the store, when 
Irv was asked about when he was going to retire, he said: “I’d be bored 
sitting home all day and watching television. I like to wait on the public 
and fix watches.”

Because of her contributions, in 1995, The Colchester Business 
Association recognized Roz as the 1995 “Businessperson of the 
Year” for her dedication to the projects and goals of the Association. 
In addition to working on the activities of the Colchester Business 
Association, Roz was Vice-Chair of the Colchester Housing Authority, 

PLOTKINS CONT. FROM PG 1
a member of the Friends of the 
Cragin Library, and active in 
Ahavath Achim Synagogue.

Roz said at the time: “We’ve 
worked hard to be recognized 
in our industry as an honest, 
reputable jeweler. But it’s our 
helpful service that has allowed 
us to stay in business for so many 
years.”

On November 22, 2021, local 
politicians and members 
of the Colchester Business 
Association arrived at the 
store to honor the Plotkins 
for their many years in the 
community. Colchester’s 
First Selectman declared 
Nov. 22 Plotkin’s Jewelers 
Day and read a CT State 
House of Representatives 
Proclamation that thanked 
the Plotkins for all they had 
done for the community 
over the years. CBA member 
Greg Barden said: “No one 
did what you guys did. Your 
store was the welcome 
center for Colchester.” State 
Representative Brian Smith 
praised Irving for starting 
a tree-planting campaign 
on the green in Colchester 
inspired by the tree-
planting in Israel. Roz said: 
“Colchester residents were 
good to us. I hope we have 
been good to them.”

If Plotkins was Community 
Central for all of Colchester - it was 
especially Hadassah Central as 
well. Roz served as President and 
chief publicist for Hadassah over 
the years. She and Irv traveled to 
Israel for Hadassah Conventions. 
She helped keep the Colchester 
chapter going during the years 
it was a thriving star - and kept 
it going when the chapter waned 
in membership. With a group 
of dedicated members, Roz 
made the difficult but essential 
decision to merge with the other 
chapters in Eastern Connecticut 
and the result is a thriving and 
successful Eastern CT chapter of 
Hadassah. Over the years, Roz 
and Irving have been honored at 
many Hadassah events. The store 
was the central clearing house for 
Hadassah invitations, donations, 
tzedakah box collections, 
publicity for upcoming events 
and just everyday talk about 
what was happening and what 
was important.

While much of their success 
can be attributed to Irving’s 
proficiency in watch and jewelry 
repair, engraving and appraising, 
just as important as Irving’s 
expertise was the fact that Roz 

Roz Plotkin- at the Grand Opening of Plotkin’s Jewelry Store on Lebanon 
Avenue in Colchester in 1952!

and Irving and Paul maintained a personal relationship with their 
customers. To walk into their store was to experience a level of comfort 
and “haimishness” we are losing in this age of internet shopping and 
big stores taking over small-town shops. This may be in large measure 
why Plotkin’s Jewelry Store was able to survive and thrive for 70 years! 

The entire Hadassah community celebrates Roz’s life-long devotion 
to Hadassah and community, with our great thanks and love.

By Simone Lerner
On December 5, Yachad had a super fun event prepping for 

something very exciting--Fall Convention! This convention is the 
first whole chapter, in-person convention since Covid started. It will 
be held this weekend--December 17-19. Our chapter has got a great 
group of kids attending the convention this year. In order to be ready 
for convention, we needed to do some prepping, so we decided to have 
an event surrounding that. 

Right after religious school, we gathered near the school entrance 
so people could pick up donuts from our Krispy Kreme fundraiser. Our 
advisors, Marcia Reinhard and Sierra McCaffrey, were a huge help in 
distributing the donuts.

After this, we went to Illiano’s for lunch. The food was amazing, and 
the staff was very accommodating. They gave us free samples along 
with our super yummy pizzas. Having lunch all together was a great 
way to socialize before we started working on our fall convention prep. 

Once we were done with lunch, we went back to the synagogue 
and started working on our preparations. First, we had to plan out 
choreography to a Disney song. We picked “I’ll Make a Man Out of 
You” from Mulan. We listened to the song a few times and planned 
out supplies we would need. Then, since we still had more prepping 
to do, we scheduled another time to rehearse our lyrics and our 
choreography. 

The other step of our preparations was making a banner for the 
convention. We took a big piece of paper, and decorated it with our 
chapter name, chapter number, our stand-up cause, and our mascot. 
Our standup cause this year is the New London Homeless Hospitality 
Center. Our mascot is a whale, and we did all of our lettering in blue 
and yellow because those are our chapter colors. Everyone took part 
in decorating, and it was both efficient and super fun!

Yachad can’t wait for fall convention. It is an amazing opportunity 
to finally be back in person! 

Yachad BBYO preps  
for fall convention
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President’s Message by Karen Bloustine

Hadassah News
President’s Message

by Karen Bloustine

Hadassah has had  
a good year

Hadassah Eastern CT
We’d love to hear from you. 
Please feel free to call or write.

● President: Karen Bloustine bloustinek@gmail.com
860-326-6377

● Membership: Moira Ross moira29ross@hotmail.com
● Donations: Treas. Vicki Seroussi 2 Mitchell Ct 

Norwich, CT 06360
● Cards/Certificates: Kim Fischburg kimfischburg@gmail.com

860-608-9223

   Follow us on Facebook  

Despite the challenges of living through 
the Covid era, we can be very proud of 
our accomplishments in 2021. We have 
managed to stay connected through 
our programs on Zoom, our letters and 
fundraising campaigns, and the platform 
for information and outreach afforded to 
us by the Jewish Leader newspaper.

Our April Henny Simon Remembrance 
program was a great success. We learned 
from two amazing speakers about the 
plight of Jews seeking refuge from war and 
Holocaust. Professor Laurence Tribe, born 
in Shanghai in 1941, shared his family’s 
historical roots in eastern Europe and his 
thoughts about the peril they faced during 
pogroms and World War II. Helen Elperina, 
born in Minsk, taught us about her family 
living through the perils of the Holocaust, 
war and life in the Soviet Union and then 
finally seeking refuge in America. 

We had a great community outreach 
program, collecting luggage for foster 
children that was given to the Waterford 
Country School. 

Our generous members and community 
friends helped make our fundraising 
programs very successful. Donations to our 
campaigns are essential to maintain and 
improve the many wonderful Hadassah 
facilities in Israel. Through our Donor 
campaign, we raised enough money to 
equip an entire patient room in the newly 
renovated Round Building at Hadassah 
Hospital. Our Wear Pink campaign raised 
funds for research, treatment, and support of Hadassah’s Breast 
Cancer Center. And we are just completing our campaign for Youth 
Aliyah, raising funds for 
the villages in Israel that 
house and educate Israeli 
youth at risk. 

We appreciate all the 
support and look forward 
to the time when we can 
meet again in person. 
Thank You!

By Sheila Horvitz
On December 1, the night of the 4th Candle of Hanukkah, Rabbi 

Susan Schein and Hillel students welcomed Hadassah at the Zachs 
Hillel House at Connecticut College for Candle-Lighting and a special 
Hadassah presentation.

In honor of the participation of Harvard Constitutional Law 
Professor Emeritus, Laurence Tribe, at Hadassah’s 4th Annual 
Henny Simon Remembrance program last April 11 - Seeking Refuge: 

Shanghai & Beyond - Journeys from Peril to 
Freedom, Hadassah donated and presented 
two books for the Hillel Library. 

Professor Tribe was born in Shanghai, 
China in 1941 and just 
celebrated his 80th 
birthday on October 
10. His family sought 
refuge in Shanghai, 
first from the Russian 
Tsar and pogroms in 
the early twentieth 
century and then from 
the Nazis and WWII. 
His father was interned 
in a concentration 
camp in China after 
the Pearl Harbor 
attack and Japan’s 
control of Shanghai. 
Approximately 30,000 
Jews, first from 
eastern Europe and 
then Germany and 
Austria sought refuge 
in Shangai during 
the Holocaust years. 
After WWII and the 
Communist take-over 
of China, most of the 
Jewish community in 
Shanghai emigrated to 
America, Israel, Australia and South America.

The two books tell the story of the Shanghai 
Jewish experience.

“The Last Kings of Shanghai -The Rival Jewish Dynasties that 
Helped Create Modern China “ - by Jonathan Kaufman provides 
a sweeping history of the waves of Jewish immigration to Shanghai 

Hadassah & Hillel book presentation

by the Baghdadi Jews in the 
19th Century, then the eastern 
European Jews fleeing pogroms 
and the Germans and Austrians 
fleeing the Nazis in the 20th 
Century. 

“Shanghai Refuge: A Memoir 
of the World War II Jewish 
Ghetto” by Ernest G. Heppner is a 
biographical work detailing what 
life was like in Shanghai for Jews 

fleeing the Holocaust in the late 
1930s and then forced to relocate 
to the Jewish ghetto in Shanghai 
after Pearl Harbor.

Both books included artistic 
and descriptive bookplates 

designed and created by 
Judi Deglin. Professor 
Tribe was also gifted 
these same two books 
with special bookplates 
in gratitude and thanks 
for his participation. 
Hadassah chapter 
President Karen 
Bloustine, Roz Etra and 
Sheila Horvitz made 
the presentation and 
enjoyed a Hanukkah 
candle-lighting and 
donuts with Hillel. 
President Bloustine 
came in full Hanukkah 
regalia. She wore a 
Hanukkah face mask, 
t-shirt and socks!
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Young families from  Eastern Connecticut gathered 
at Harkness Park in Waterford to celebrate Hanukkah 
2021! 

PJ Library enjoys Hanukkah walk
making individual lanterns, the group headed      After 

off on a Lantern Walk and Hanukkah Scavenger Hunt. 
Hot cocoa and sufganyot were enjoyed by all.
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We’re back! Hybrid times at Emanu-El
Opinion by Armi Rowe

These days when we hear the word hybrid, we 
don’t just envision a modern vehicle that partially 
runs on gasoline fuel and electricity. It describes 
how synagogues and churches 

operate. Some people are now more 
comfortable attending services in person so long 
as attendees are vaccinated, masked, and socially 
distanced indoors or meeting outside. An area church 
that my father attends, seems to be operating as if 
the pandemic ended six months ago. They gather 
predominantly unmasked which I found shocking. Most 
of their congregants are elderly and they seemed to 
have a sense of trust that because 
they received the vaccine booster, 
that they could proceed with less 
measures in place. They didn’t 
necessarily shake hands, but they 
appreciated seeing each other’s 
bright smiles again. I am not 
passing judgment; I am simply 
observing my surroundings.

I am one of the A/V 
volunteers at Temple Emanu-El. 
We lovingly refer to this group 
as the A/V Club, which I think 
is fitting, because we have fun 
capturing the in-person action 
on the bima and in the sanctuary 
for our fellow congregants 
viewing from home. Technology 
will now probably become a 
permanent fixture of religious 
institutions. Throughout the 
pandemic, hosting Shabbat 
services and religious school 
classes were a critical force 
in keeping congregants and 
students connected. Rabbi Marc Ekstrand and Hazzan 
Sherry Barnes continue the excellent job of leading 
Shabbat services from the bima. Our religious school 
director Rachel O’Brien and religious school teachers 

have been phenomenal at ensuring that their students 
are continuing to learn and progress with their Judaic and 
Hebrew lessons in-person and online.

Sean Bendick, the brains behind the sophisticated 
installment of 
cameras, joystick 
controllers, a virtual 
sound system, 
and a webcasting 
audiovisual control 
board, ensures that 
Zoom and YouTube 
can translate 
every flavor of 
emotion over the 
Internet so that 
B’nai Mitzvah 
celebrants, their 
long distance 
relatives, and 
local friends can 
share in the joy 
and sentiments 
generated by 
the moving 
sermon, special 
presentations, 

and speeches. We 
can do this because the joystick allows us to zoom 
in, pan wide, and even follow the celebrant carrying 
the Torah as they march through the aisles like the 
good ole days. The cameras capture the angles and 
movement of people in the room. By the same token, 
people at in-person services can see and appreciate 
their Temple family members through a screen-mirrored 
TV projecting those who logged into Zoom from home. 

Everyone is sharing in the blessing of 

gathering in whatever way that they can.
On December 3, the cameras captured the children 

who were back on the bima participating in services. A 

new Share Shabbat format that we started last month 
invites our younger members to lead a prayer or song 
or do a reading. They receive a foam board puzzle piece 
that they affix to an easel. At the end of the service 
everyone in attendance online and in person will have 
the satisfaction of seeing the resulting image once all the 
pieces are mounted. This is a fun new way to get young 
families to participate and attend services again. If it 
takes a graphic on puzzle pieces to get people to gather 
or tune in online to pray for each other and our world 
together again, then that is the spark of hope that we all 
need right now. Thanks to Gail and Steve Weber for their 

generous support. Also, thanks to Rachel O’Brien, Amy 
Orce and Barbara Senges for their organization and 
support. Also thanks to the TE Band (Marc Goldsmith, 

Jonathan and Nathaniel 
Rowe, and Chris Rock) for 
their participation.

What else does hybrid 
Temple gathering mean? It 
means considering new ways 
of interacting. The Niantic 
boardwalk has always been 
available to residents in our 
area. But the added spark 
was simply choosing a date 
and time and agreeing to 
walk and chat together. That’s 
what Temple Emanu-El’s 
Sisterhood does each week 
now. It’s a different group 
each week, whoever can make 
it.

What about offering food 
safely again? On Sunday 
December 5, our choir and 
band kicked off a joyous and 
special Chanukah celebration 
on the 8th night for the entire 

HYBRID CONT. ON PG 10
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Jewish community, when we hosted the rededication of a larger-
than-life Chanukiah outdoors. At the event we unveiled and re-
dedicated a Chanukiah from B’nai Abraham of Meriden. Ellie Roden, 
the sister of Larry Roden for whom the Chanukiah was originally 
dedicated, was very pleased to have been able to view the event with 
her brother Nathan via Zoom. Attendees joined the evening outdoor 
celebration and enjoyed the music, the lighting of the Chanukiah, the 
announcement of the Annual Raffle winners, and servings of hot cider 
and sufganiyot, thanks to Amy Perry and some 8th grade volunteers.

Here is some feedback from temple members
“It was magical watching the kids participate in the first Share 
Shabbat service in the temple- you could feel the excitement and 
joy - even through zoom!”  -- Randee Siegal

“It was such a wonderful feeling to be back in the sanctuary. 
Though I must admit, I appreciate the Zoom alternative, being in 
the sanctuary feels like a holy place and seeing people face to face 
adds the warmth you cannot feel while sitting on the couch at home. 
Hearing other voices mesh with mine gave me the congregational 
feeling I’ve been missing.” -- Karen Rosenberg

Armi Rowe is 1st Vice President on the Board of Directors at 
Temple Emanu-El in Waterford.

HYBRID CONT. FROM PG 9

By Philissa Cramer, JTA
In recent years, Yiddish theater has enjoyed a remarkable 

resurgence, with Yiddish-language performances wowing audiences 
in New York, online and, last month, Stockholm.

But perhaps its biggest audience yet came on Thursday night, when 
“Jeopardy!” devoted an entire category to it. The iconic quiz show is 
seen by an estimated 8.7 million people every night, making it the 
most-watched syndicated show on the air.

This week, the contestants are all college professors as part of the 
show’s first-ever professors tournament, and the host is Mayim Bialik, 
the Jewish actress whose regular-season run was just extended as the 
show figures out how to replace longtime host Alex Trebek, who died 
last year.

Julie Williams, an English professor at Rose-Hulman Institute of 
Technology in Indiana, chose the first question in the Yiddish Theater 
category after it appeared during Double Jeopardy, the show’s second 
round.

But it was Ed Hashima, a professor of history at American River 
College in Sacramento, California, who dominated. He correctly 
responded to four of the five clues, racking up points as he identified 
one play as the Yiddish “King Lear,” named the Jewish holiday of Purim 
as being tied to Yiddish theater’s origins and answered that Marlon 
Brando’s acting teacher was Stella Adler, who grew up in a family of 
Yiddish theater royalty.

Hashima also revealed a “Daily Double” in the category, allowing 
him to select his own wager. A smile broke across his face as Bialik 
read the clue: “A surprise New York hit in 2018 was a Yiddish-language 
‘Fiddler on the Roof’: This song becomes ‘Ven Ikh Bin a Rotshild.”

The response, of course, is “If I Were a Rich Man,” and Hashima 
added $2,400 to his already substantial lead. One could almost imagine 
Trebek humming the song’s memorable theme, but Bialik offered no 
elaboration or commentary about the clues — unlike when cholent 
was a “Jeopardy!” question earlier this season and she offered a short 
history lesson.

One clue stumped all of the contestants, who declined to buzz in. 
“The play ‘Chantzhe in Amerika’ is about a woman wanting to learn 
this modern play; ‘How I Learned To’ do it is a non-Yiddish play,” Bialik 
read.

The correct response: “What is ‘Drive,’” referring to the classic work 
by Paula Vogel, the Jewish playwright whose own passion for Yiddish 

Yiddish theater category on ‘Jeopardy!’ 
makes one contestant a rich(er) man

theater has been a galvanizing 
force in her recent work.

Speaking recently with the 
Harvard Divinity Bulletin about 
her play “Indecent,” which 
incorporates scenes written by 
the classic Yiddish playwright 
Sholem Asch, Vogel offered an 
insight about why Jeopardy’s 
non-Jewish contestants might 
be so knowledgeable about what 
was until recently a niche ethnic 

entertainment.
“Yiddish is a language of 

yearning, a language of anxiety. 
I believe we’ve worked hard to 
communicate that love to the 
audiences,” she said. “We’ve 
had productions in Omaha, 
Nebraska, and in Boise, Idaho, 
where Yiddish is rarely heard. 
Audiences have said they feel the 
emotion we are trying to convey.”

On Twitter the day after his 
victory, Hashima said that he had 
discussed his Yiddish theater 
knowledge with Bialik after the 
episode taped.

“Mayim and I had a 
conversation after the game 
about that category and my 
success with it!” he wrote. “The 
response? What are a Jewish 
brother-in-law, many Jewish 
friends, and a love of all things 
‘Fiddler’?!?”

“Jeopardy!” contestant Ed Hashima smiles as he listens to host Mayim Bialik read a question in the 
Yiddish Theater category in the episode that aired Dec. 9, 2021. (Screenshot from show)
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By REUTERS, reprinted from the Jerusalem Post
Pfizer Inc on Tuesday, Dec. 14, said its antiviral COVID-19 pill 

showed near 90% efficacy in preventing hospitalizations and deaths 
in high-risk patients, and recent lab data suggests the drug retains its 
effectiveness against the fast-
spreading Omicron variant of 
the coronavirus.

The US drugmaker last 
month said the oral medicine 
was around 89% effective in 
preventing hospitalizations 
or deaths when compared 
to placebo, based on interim 
results in around 1,200 
people. Data from its final 
analysis of the trial disclosed 
on Tuesday includes an 
additional 1,000 people.

Nobody in the trial who 
received the Pfizer treatment 
died, compared with 12 
deaths among placebo 
recipients.

The Pfizer pills are taken 
with the older antiviral 
ritonavir every 12 hours for 
five days beginning shortly 
after onset of symptoms. If 
authorized, the treatment 
will be sold as Paxlovid.

“It’s a stunning outcome,” Pfizer Chief Scientific Officer Mikael 
Dolsten said in an interview.

“We’re talking about a staggering number of lives saved and 
hospitalizations prevented. And of course, if you deploy this quickly 
after infection, we are likely to reduce transmission dramatically,” 
Dolsten said.

Pfizer also released early data from a second study suggesting that 
the treatment reduced hospitalizations by around 70% in a smaller 
trial of standard-risk adults, including some higher-risk vaccinated 
people.

Pfizer said those results showed a positive trend, but were not 
statistically significant. They are following the results and plan to 
release data from the final 20% of participants in the 1,100-patient 
trial.

The trial did not show that the drug alleviated symptoms of 
COVID-19 in that population.

Dolsten said he expects authorization for use in high-risk 
individuals from the US Food and Drug Administration and other 
regulatory agencies soon. He does not believe an FDA advisory panel 
meeting will be needed.

“We’re in very advanced regulatory dialogs with both Europe 
and the UK, and we have dialogs with most of the major regulatory 
agencies globally,” Dolsten said.

Pfizer says COVID-19 pill near 90% effective in final analysis
‘Very exciting results’

Pfizer submitted data to 
the FDA last month, asking for 

emergency use authorization 
(EUA) of the drug.

“These are very exciting 
results,” said Dr. Paul Sax, a 
professor at Harvard Medical 
School.

Sax said the FDA should try 
to accelerate the authorization 
process as much as possible, 
noting there are very limited 
treatment options for high-risk 
people outside of the hospital.

There are currently no oral 
antiviral treatments for COVID-9 
authorized in the United States.

Analysts on average forecast 
2022 revenue of more than 
$24 billion from the pill, which 
would more than make up for 
any decline in vaccine sales after 
2021.

Rival Merck & Co has asked 
for an EUA for its antiviral pill 
molnupiravir. But that drug only 
reduced hospitalizations and 
deaths in its clinical trial of high-
risk patients by around 30%.

Some scientists have also 
raised safety concerns about 
the potential for birth defects 
from the Merck drug, as well as 
worries that it could cause the 
virus to mutate.

Pfizer’s treatment works 
differently. It is part of a class of 
drugs called protease inhibitors 
currently used to treat HIV, 
hepatitis C and other viruses.

Recent laboratory testing 

Vials with Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna coronavirus disease (COVID-19) 
vaccine labels are seen in this illustration picture taken March 19, 2021. 
(photo credit: REUTERS/DADO RUVIC/ILLUSTRATION/FILE PHOTO)

showed that activity against the protease of the Omicron variant is as 
“good as basically any SARS-COV-2 variant of concern,” Dolsten said.

The company has said it can have 180,000 treatment courses ready 
to ship this year and plans to produce at least 80 million more in 2022.

Dolsten said Pfizer is looking to expand that output further as new 
variants, like the newly-discovered Omicron, could push the need 
for antivirals substantially higher. Current vaccines appear to be less 
effective at preventing infection with Omicron.

Pfizer, which makes one of the leading COVID-19 vaccines with 
German partner BioNTech, has agreed to allow generic manufacturers 
to supply versions of the drug to 95 low- and middle-income countries 
through a licensing agreement with international public health group 
Medicines Patent Pool (MPP). However, Dolsten said that for next year 
he expects the drug will be mainly produced by Pfizer.

The MPP told Reuters in a statement, that it will be “well into 
next year” before pills produced by generic manufacturers under its 
licenses will be ready for use.

The US government has already secured 10 million courses of the 
Pfizer treatment for $5.29 billion.

By Shira Hanau, JTA
Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett and his minister of religious 

affairs have reportedly halted a plan to create a permanent egalitarian 
prayer space at the Western Wall due to fears of incitement by right-
wing Israelis opposed to the deal and violence between them and 
proponents of the egalitarian space.

The news, reported first by Israeli news site Zman, comes just days 
after the government’s Minister of Diaspora Affairs Nachman Shai 
told reporters that the Israeli government would move forward with 
implementing the plan.

“We have decided to not deal with this now, period,” Religious 
Affairs Minister Matan Kahana told his aides over the weekend, 
according to Zman.

The “Western Wall compromise,” as it was dubbed when the 
deal was struck in January 2016, was an agreement between 
Israeli government officials and diaspora Jewish leaders to create a 
permanent space for egalitarian prayer at the Western Wall.

The main Western Wall plaza, which is controlled by an Orthodox 
foundation, is divided into separate men and women’s prayer spaces 
where women are not allowed to read from a Torah scroll, in line with 
traditional Orthodox practice. The egalitarian plaza to the south of the 
main plaza is located on a temporary platform atop an archeological 
park. The compromise would have seen that area expanded and built 
into a permanent structure designated for egalitarian prayer.

But in 2017, facing pressure from his haredi Orthodox coalition 
partners who opposed the deal, then-Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu scuttled the deal. When Bennett’s coalition came to power 
earlier this year, the deal was expected to be revived. But in spite of the 
absence of haredi Orthodox parties in the current coalition, Bennett 
and Kahana decided not to implement the Western Wall compromise.

According to Zman, Kahana chalked the decision up to “incitement 

Egalitarian prayer space 
at Western Wall tabled
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By Lahav Harkov, Jerusalem Post
The first visit to the United Arab Emirates by an Israeli prime 

minister was a much more staid affair than one may have expected, 
due to the corona pandemic.

The Emiratis know how to be good hosts: they rolled out the red 
carpet for Bennett’s arrival, when he 
was greeted by Foreign Minister and 
brother of the crown prince Abdallah 
bin Zayed. Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi 
Sheikh Mohammad bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan hosted him for lunch at his 
private residence.

But Bennett could not take full 
advantage of the visit to make a big 
public deal promoting for example 
Israeli business interests, because he 
was trying to avoid crowds that may 
have Omicron variant carriers in them. 
In the end, ironically, someone on his 
plane – not his staff, which means it 
was security or an El Al crew member 
– tested positive for COVID.

Still, sources close to Bennett called 
the trip a runaway success, praising his 
ability to create good relations with 
foreign leaders in one-on-one settings.

Bennett and his aides met with MBZ, 
as the Emirati leader is known, and his 
advisers, before the two leaders held a 
one-on-one meeting, a lunch, and then 
another meeting for just the two of them, for a total of four hours 
together.

The public focus was on economic matters. Bennett and MBZ agreed 
to push forward an Israel-UAE free trade agreement – negotiations 
started last month – as quickly as possible. Bennett also met with the 
UAE’s Minister of Industry and Advanced Technology Dr. Sultan Al 
Jaber and Culture Minister Noura Al Kaabi.

The joint statement released by MBZ and Bennett’s offices also 

Analysis: Bennett in UAE is a runaway success
left out security and military 
cooperation, focusing on 
“economic and civic issues in 
which there has been significant 
progress in the past year, 

including private and public 
sector cooperation in R&D, 
technology, food security, climate, 
water, energy, environment, 
health, and tourism.” Other topics 
in the statement were joint efforts 
to combat the corona pandemic 
and interfaith tolerance.

Bennett’s spokesman Matan Sidi focused almost entirely on 
economic matters as well, saying for example that Bennett and Al 
Jaber agreed that the countries would work together to lead the world 
in renewable energy.

Knowing the history of Israel-UAE relations, and how their shared 
concerns about the Iranian threat 
drew the countries together until 
they eventually declared open 
diplomatic relations last year, it 
goes without saying that Iran was 
an important topic on the agenda.

But it really did go without 
saying anything, quite literally: 
Israel’s new allies in the Gulf tend 
to speak subtly about the threats 
coming from their large neighbor, 
and Israel chose to be sensitive 
to that preference. There was not 
one statement or briefing from 
Bennett’s office that mentioned 
Iran, though a senior diplomatic 
source confirmed that the topic 
came up.

“We don’t like what’s happening 
in Vienna,” where world powers 
are negotiating with Iran, the 
source said. “So we are working on 
this axis as well, to proactively try 
to explain why it’s bad.”

The UAE has taken a different 
tack in reaction to the talks in Vienna going nowhere – one that is not 
available to Israel – which is to improve its relations with Iran.

That made the timing of this visit, as Vienna talks continue and the 
UAE hedges its bets, especially important for Israel, which is why the 
visit was not postponed despite corona concerns.

While the public statements were all about economic ties, Iran was 
an important part of the historic meeting.

United Arab Emirates Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan welcomes Israeli 
Prime Minister Naftali Bennett upon his arrival in Abu Dhabi (photo credit: REUTERS)

By Abigail Klein Leichman, Israel21c
Following four weekend tornadoes that killed dozens and 

destroyed homes and businesses in western Kentucky, volunteers 
for Israeli humanitarian aid organization SmartAID are working with 
local partners to install a coordination center for emergency workers 
in hard-hit Mayfield and Benton.

The coordination center will include solar energy, smartphone 

Israeli NGOs send aid to Kentucky in wake of tornadoes
connectivity, Wi-Fi and other technologies to help responders efficiently 
plan operations, said SmartAID founder and director Shachar Zahavi.

“Kentucky was the worst-hit state by far in an unusual mid-
December swarm of twisters across the Midwest and the South that 
leveled entire communities, leaving tens of thousands homeless,” said 
Zahavi.

“Most communities have been left without access to power, clean 
water, telecommunication, medical treatment and basic survival 
items.”

Another Israeli humanitarian aid organization, IsraAID, has 
mobilized an emergency response team to support recovery and 
cleanup efforts in affected 
Kentucky communities.

CEO Yotam Polizer 
says they will join with 
colleagues from Team 
Rubicon, a disaster 
response organization 
founded by US military 
veterans, and “work closely 
with local authorities to 
assess the situation and 
identify communities and 
households in need of 
support.”

A state of emergency 
was declared in Kentucky 

A responder coordination center, powered by solar energy, under 
construction in western Kentucky by SmartAID and local partners. Photo 
courtesy of SmartAID

on December 11. At least 74 
residents are confirmed dead and 
more than 100 are missing.

Israeli Ambassador to the 
United States Michael Herzog 
tweeted Israel’s condolences to 
those who lost loved ones. He and 
Foreign Minister Yair Lapid said 
that Israel “stands together with 
the American people and is ready 
to offer any assistance needed.”
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Ruby GlassBeth El Community Cemetery, located on Lestertown 

Road in Groton, is a Jewish inclusive cemetery 
accommodating the needs of the community.
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 Call Merrill: 860 383 5605

LOOKING FOR A PLACE FOR YOU OR YOUR 
LOVED ONES TO REST IN DIGNITY?

talk together about values and traditions that are important to you. 
A program of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, PJ Library is 

made possible through partnerships with philanthropists and Jewish 
Federations.

Thank you to the Leiser Family Foundation for its continued 
support of this fantastic program!

Please remember to include PJ Library 
in your end of year giving!!

PJ LIBRARY CONT. FROM PG 1

1. Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCD) are an option for 
those 70½ or older.

2. Donor Advised Funds (DAF) allow young families to create 
a plan for philanthropy.

3. The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act 
(CARES) provides increased incentives to encourage 
greater donations than in previous years.

4. Consider the Jewish Federation of Eastern Connecticut in 
your 2021 charitable plans. 

Before embarking on any of these strategies, please consult your 
accountant and your financial advisor. 

Remember, donations must be made by December 31, 2021 in 
order to qualify for 2021 tax-deductibility. 

1. Gifting securities is particularly appealing for those who 
have large capital gains.

While writing a check is the most popular way to donate to the 
Jewish Federation of Eastern Connecticut, did you know that you 
can also gift securities such as stocks, bonds, or mutual funds? This 
may be particularly appealing to those individuals who itemize their 
deductions. Deductions for appreciated securities are limited to up to 
30% of adjusted gross income (AGI) in the year of the donation when 
gifted to a qualified public charity, with a five-year carry-forward for 
unused deductions. 

This strategy is most beneficial when gifting assets that have 
appreciated in value and have been held for one year or longer. 

Why? For gifts of long-term capital gain property, the donor can 
generally claim a federal income tax charitable deduction for the 
fair market value of the property as compared to short-term capital 
gain property, where the value of the federal income tax charitable 
deduction is limited to the cost basis. Do not sell the security and then 
gift the proceeds; you will be liable for the capital gains tax. 

2. Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCD) are an option for 
those 70½ or older.

If you are over the age of 70½, consider using your IRA as a source 
of funding your charitable donations to the Jewish Federation of 
Eastern Connecticut (JFEC). By donating directly from your IRA, you 
avoid paying taxes on the distribution. 

This can be particularly appealing if you are at the age where you 
must take your required minimum distribution (RMD) but financially 
you do not need to do so. QCDs are limited to $100,000 per person, per 
year. For a married couple where each spouse has their own IRA, each 
spouse can contribute up to $100,000 from their own account. 

3. Donor Advised Funds (DAF) allow young families to create a 
plan for philanthropy.

Many people wrongly believe that making charitable donations are 
only for established wealthy families. A DAF is an easy and affordable 
way for young families who want to make a difference throughout their 
life create a plan for philanthropy. A DAF is a special account whereby 
an individual contributes into the DAF and receives an immediate 
charitable tax reduction (subject to IRS restrictions). The monies in 
the account grow tax free. 

These accounts are offered by major fund companies, as well as 
community foundations, universities, and individual charities. Before 
opening an account inquire about fees, minimum balances, investment 

GIVING CONT. FROM PG 1
choices, and grant restrictions 
(how often are you required to 
make a grant, causes you must 
grant to, etc.). Donors do not 
have to specify which causes they 
want to contribute to in advance. 
Jewish Federation of Eastern 
Connecticut can accept grants 
from a DAF. 

4. The Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security Act (CARES) provides 
increased incentives to 
encourage greater donations 
than in previous years.

The CARES Act provides an 
opportunity for individuals and 
families to take deductions for 
certain donations on their taxes 
next year. Retirees who do a Roth 
IRA conversion are in line to see 
a particularly generous benefit. 
Individuals who itemize may 
now deduct up to 100% of their 
gross income for cash (or check) 
donations to public charities; this 
is a 60% deduction increase. 

This increased deduction 
ceiling applies only to public 
charities, not to private 
foundations, “supporting 
organizations,” or donor advised 
funds. The lower 30% limits 
continue to apply to gifts to those 
organizations. 

In 2020, individual taxpayers 
who do not itemize may claim 
a deduction, from their gross 
income, for up to $300 in cash 
donations to public charities 
in addition to their standard 
deduction. There are several 
differences in the regulations for 
2021 vs. 2020. 

• For 2021, families who file 
jointly may claim a $600 
deduction. This option 
was not available in 2020. 

• For 2021, the $300 or $600 
amount is an add-on to a 
non-itemizer’s standard 
deduction. In 2020, the 
contribution was a direct 
deduction from Adjusted 
Gross Income (AGI). In 
2021, the deduction will 
be taken after the AGI is 
figured. This distinction 
matters because many 
credits and other tax 
benefits are limited by the 
AGI amount. 

The CARES act also removed 
the required minimum 
distribution (RMD) requirement 
for 2020. The RMD has been 
reinstated for 2021. 

For these reasons, converting 
a portion of your traditional IRA 
retirement account to a ROTH 
IRA while making a charitable 
donation can provide you or 

your beneficiaries tax-free income, allow you to contribute to the 
Jewish Federation of Eastern CT, and reduce you tax burden by the 
amount of your donation. 

5. Consider the Jewish Federation of Eastern Connecticut in 
your 2021 charitable plans. 

As you finalize your charitable contribution plans for 2021, consult 
with your financial advisor and CPA so you can maximize the impact of 
your contributions and minimize the impact on your taxes. 

Please consider including The Jewish Federation of Eastern 
Connecticut in your philanthropic endeavors. You can earmark 
your gift for PJ Library, the Food Pantry, Emergency Services, the 
Holocaust Resource Center, Youth Activities, the Israel Desk or General 
Operations—where it is needed most.

Thank you for all you do to support JFEC!

and hatred, especially by people from Likud, who are latching onto it.”
Kahana was referring to violent protests at the Western Wall 

last month during Rosh Chodesh, the start of the new month, when 
hundreds of mostly haredi Orthodox men protested and attempted 
to block activists with Women of the Wall, a group that advocates 
for women to be allowed to read from the Torah at the wall, from 
conducting services. Calls to protest the group were shared by several 
right-wing Israeli politicians, including Netanyahu, currently the head 
of the opposition in the Israeli Knesset.

“We cannot play into their hands,” Kahana said of the right-wing 
opponents of the compromise. “We’re freezing everything at the 
moment. We’re not touching it.”

PRAYER CONT. FROM PG 11

Security guards confront members of the Women of the Wall 
movement during Rosh Hodesh prayers at the Western Wall in 
Jerusalem, Nov. 5, 2021. (Olivier Fitoussi/Flash90)
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Jack Walter  
Friedstein

Groton - Jack Walter Friedstein passed away peacefully 
Thursday, Nov. 4, 2021, at Lawrence + Memorial Hospital 
after a short illness. Born Dec. 24, 1929, in Brooklyn, 
N.Y. to Isidor and Golda Friedstein, immigrants from 
Poland, he grew up in 
Brooklyn, where he 
graduated from City 
College of New York 
with a bachelor’s 
degree in civil 
engineering. With his 
then-wife Harriet, 

who predeceased him in 2018, 
he moved to Huntsville, Ala., to 
serve in the U.S. Army; and then 
to Groton, where he worked as an 
engineer at Electric Boat until he 
retired.

Jack was a person of multiple 
talents and endless curiosity. He 
designed and built multipurpose 
additions to his houses, built 
furniture, painted, and sculpted - experimenting with many media. 

In his later years, he found his art-and-travel soulmate, Rhoda, of 
N.Y. Together they painted and traveled the world in search of new 
things to learn about art and culture. But his finest hours occurred 
close to home, where he used his ingenuity to benefit the family he 
loved - to fix anything broken, invent a solution to a problem or make 
toys for his grandchildren. 

His granddaughter Rebecca reflects, “When Sarah and I were little, 
Grandpa used to start conversations with, “Tell me the story of your 
life.” Back then, we used to giggle and shrug, but reflecting on the 
“story of my life” as an adult, I am so grateful, because I know that 
what I have, and what I’ve been able to do with my life, I owe to my 
grandpa.” 

Sarah adds, “He always encouraged me in my art and singing, 
though he would have preferred I become an engineer . . . for the 
financial stability! Although he could be a man of few words, we still 
quote many of his poignant and sometimes unintentionally funny lines. 
He loved, “Curb Your Enthusiasm,” good pizza and other savory foods, 
science, history and the arts, and cared deeply about the security of 
our family.” We will remember him with love.

Jack leaves behind his son Elliot Friedstein of Groton; his 
daughter Grace Landsberg and husband Ed of South Windsor; his 
granddaughters, Sarah Himmelstein of South Windsor, and Rebecca 
Himmelstein of Glastonbury; and his brother Harold Friedstein and 
his family of Palm Springs, Fla.

A private burial took place Nov. 8, at Beth El Cemetery in Groton. 
Condolences may be shared at www.neilanfuneralhome.com.

New London - Berton A. Goldner, 83, of New 
London, died Nov. 30,2021, at Harbor Village 
Rehabilitation & Nursing Center in New London. 
He was born in The Bronx, N.Y. Oct. 12,1938, the 
son of Max Goldner and Bella Fink Goldner.

He moved to New London in 1958 and 
served in the United States Coast Guard. He was 
retired from Electric Boat General Dynamics 
where he had been a technical writer.

He is survived by two sisters, Miriam Katz of 
New London, and Millie Glaberman of New York 
City. He is predeceased by his sister Shirley Kotz 
of Bethesda, Md. He leaves behind two nephews 
and a niece in Maryland, and a niece in New 
London, and Florida.

He loved football; and he was an avid golfer. 
He always had a smile and a kind word for 
everyone. He will be missed and loved by all 
who knew him.

Berton A. Goldner
Private graveside 

services were 
conducted in Ohave 
Sholem Cemetery. 
The Thomas L. 
Neilan & Sons 
Funeral Home 
of New London 
assisted the family. 
Special thanks to 
the caring staff and 
Hospice at Harbor 
Village and a very 
special thanks to his 
caregiver and friend 
Annie. Donations 
can be made in his 
memory to the American Heart Association.

By Shira Hanau, JTA
Programs of Jewish study 

that break with the gender-
segregated traditions of the 
Orthodox yeshiva are coming to 
Chicago and Washington, D.C..

Hadar, the New York-based 
egalitarian yeshiva, announced 
Sunday that it would hire a full-
time staffer to run classes in 
Chicago. And in Washington, D.C., 
Rabbi Shmuel Herzfeld, rabbi of 
the Modern Orthodox synagogue 
Ohev Sholom, announced he 
would leave his job to open a new 
Orthodox yeshiva for people of all 
backgrounds, genders and sexual 
orientations.

“Yeshivas are geared to people 
in the know. There’s a disconnect 
between yeshivot and people I 
want to reach,” Herzfeld told the 
Washington Post. “In 99 percent 
of Orthodox yeshivas, women 
aren’t welcome. Gay people and 
trans people aren’t welcome. 
The key way to shape the Jewish 
future is through study, and we’re 
not competitive at all. We’re 
losing people.”

The new learning centers 
follow a trend of proliferating 
non-denominational Torah 
study options, like Svara, an 
LGBT-focused beit midrash, or 
study house, based in Chicago, 
and Romemu Yeshiva in New 
York, which offer traditional 
Torah study for lay people in 
environments that would have 
once been the sole province of 
Orthodox Jews.

The Pardes Institute of 
Jewish Studies, which launched 
in Jerusalem in 1972, and the 

New Jewish study programs
 to offer egalitarian alternatives

Shalom Hartman Institute also offer high-level, yeshiva-style learning 
in mixed-gender classes.

Plans for the Washington, D.C. yeshiva, to be called Yeshivas Reb 
Elimelech, include a beit midrash and student dormitories located in 
one building. Herzfeld told the Washington Post he even hopes to offer 
ordination for some students.

Hadar’s plans for Chicago include the development of local classes, 
much like the programming they began offering several years ago in 
Washington. “In keeping with our strategic plan, Hadar is poised to 
expand our work nationally,” the Chicago job description reads.

Hadar’s plans for Chicago include the development of local classes, 
much like the programming they began offering several years ago 
in Washington. (Courtesy of Hadar)

www.neilanfuneralhome.com
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Novi Gud in Israel TEDDY WEINBERGER
© 2021, Teddy WeinbergerIn a letter from the Department for the Absorption of 

New-Immigrant Children of Israel’s Ministry of Education, 
educators were told that: “cases where students bring to 
school symbols and materials related to “Novi Gud” [“New 
Year” in Russian], and also cases of lateness or absence 
from school on January 1, should be treated with tolerance 
and understanding.” 

For Americans trying to understand why Novi Gud is 
so special, the first thing to do is to realize that it should 
not be confused with the New Year’s holiday. Though both 
celebrate the end of one calendar year and the beginning of 
another, Novi Gud plays a truly exceptional part in Russian 
culture. Tal (originally Vitaly) Paperim, who grew up in Kiev 
and made aliyah with his family at the age of 9 in 1991, put 
it this way: “If you would take all of the Jewish holidays 
together and somehow substitute just one holiday for all of 
them, that is what you have with Novi Gud. It is not a holiday 
in Russia but the holiday.” The letter from the Ministry of 
Education explains further: “The holiday originated in the 
days of the communist regime, which fought all religious 
symbols and abolished religious holidays. The Jews of the 
former Soviet Union were also forced to hide their Judaism 
and, like everyone else, celebrated only civil holidays, 
especially the Novi Gud.”

The heart of the celebration of Novi Gud lies in a big 
family meal on the night of December 31. Tal explains: “Historically 
speaking, in the Soviet Union families were spread all over. For many 
families, Novi Gud was the one time during the course of the entire year 
that they would all see each other.” When I asked if Tal celebrated Novi 
Gud, he said: “Of course I do. I was born in the Soviet Union and it’s part 
of the culture. Tal, who became religious at the age of 15, admits that 
he celebrates Novi Gud now mostly out of respect for his parents and 
grandparents; “after all,” he says, “in Israel, there are many different 

Jewish holidays to celebrate; 
plus, every single week on 
Shabbat there is an opportunity 
for a family gathering and meal.” 

The Novi Gud meal lasts for 
hours and hours. Caviar as well as 
various salads (cold and hot) are 
key features of the meal; a classic 
is called “herring in a fur coat” (a 

pickled-herring salad layered with grated 
vegetables, mayonnaise, and hard-boiled 
eggs). And then there is the traditional 
countdown to the New Year, the popping 
of champagne, and the opening of gifts.

My friend Alex, who is from Moldova 
and made aliyah in 1998 at the age of 
19, is also fond of Novi Gud, saying that 
“it reminds you of your childhood and 
touches your heart,” but he points out that 
Novi Gud is tied to snow and winter and so “it’s hard to experience 
the holiday here.” Perhaps because he does not have a family and 
children to introduce the holiday to, Alex says that he finds that 
his enthusiasm for Novi Gud is waning: “For twenty years I would 
decorate, I would invite friends, but how long can you make the 
tradition last?” 

When I asked Jana (who grew up in St. Petersburg and made 
aliyah in 2001 at the age of 19) if she celebrates Novi Gud in Israel, 
she said: “Clearly--it’s the holiday of our childhood. There is no 
more important holiday than Novi Gud; in Russia it was even more 
important than your birthday.” Jana always makes sure to have 
a nicely decorated tree for Novi Gud; under the tree, Jana places 
identically-wrapped gifts for her family.

Though Novi Gud trees at the end of December will inevitably 
remind Americans of a very different winter holiday, from a Jewish 
Zionist perspective, a Russian Israeli who celebrates Novi Gud is, 
as Tal points out (his wife is American) akin to an American Israeli 
who celebrates Thanksgiving. If that is not enough to assuage your 
reservations about Jana’s Novi Gud tree, the following will: While the 
fertility rate for Russia is currently about 1.822 births per woman, 
Jana and her husband Oleg have 4 children. Happy Novi Gud! 

By Ron Kampeas, JTA
The Anti-Defamation League has joined the 

District of Columbia attorney-general in a lawsuit 
against two extremist groups that allegedly 
helped organize the Jan. 6 insurrection at the U.S. 
Capitol.

The civil rights group and antisemitism 
watchdog said it helped identify defendants in 
the case.

A congressional panel is scrutinizing the 
insurrection and hundreds of participants have 
been charged with crimes. But the lawsuit is the 
first civil action addressing the Jan. 6 riot, spurred 
by former President Donald Trump’s false claims 
that he won the presidential election.

Five people died during the riot, including a 
Capitol Police officer, and 140 police were injured. 
Four officers who were present subsequently 
died by suicide.

Like a lawsuit that ended last month with 
judgments against alt-right organizers of a deadly 
2017 far-right protest in Charlottesville, Virginia, 
the suit leverages the so-called Ku Klux Klan act. 
Dating from the post-Civil War era, the law gives 
governments the power to sue into bankruptcy 
entities that have sought to inhibit civil rights through violence. In 
1983, the right to sue was extended to non-government entities and 
individuals.

The lawsuit, filed by D.C. attorney general Karl Racine today, is 
against two far-right groups, the Proud Boys and the Oath Keepers, 
and some of their members.

The ADL is one of two nonprofits — the other is the States United 
Democracy Center — to join the lawsuit, providing pro bono legal 

ADL joins lawsuit against groups allegedly behind Jan. 6 insurrection

counsel to the effort.
ADL CEO Jonathan Greenblatt, 

speaking at a press conference 
in front of the Capitol, provided 
a Jewish context for the 
organization’s decision to join 
the lawsuit.

“For more than 100 years, 
ADL has worked to stop the 

defamation of the Jewish people and to secure 
justice and fair treatment to all to deliver on 
that mission,” Greenblatt said. “We have been 
at the forefront of strategically monitoring, 
exposing and countering extremist threats 
from across the ideological spectrum. ADL 
experts tracked the planning for the January 
6 attack on the Capitol. We helped to identify 
the perpetrators and any connections that 
they had to groups like the Proud Boys and 
Oath Keepers.”

Greenblatt recalled that one of the alleged 
rioters wore a T-shirt mocking the Holocaust.

“No one will forget the images we saw 
on January 6, and for the Jewish community 
seeing individuals wearing antisemitic 
T-shirts with images like ‘Camp Auschwitz’ on 
them while storming the Capitol building was 
particularly searing and traumatic,” he said.

A lawyer representing two of the 
defendants named in the lawsuit told the 
Washington Post that the lawsuit was a 
“fantasy,” conflating groups with individuals 
who may have committed violence.

Nine victims of violence at the 
Charlottesville march, backed by the Integrity First for America 
nonprofit, sued groups and individuals who organized the march 
under the Ku Klux Klan Act and Virginia state laws. The jury in that 
case last month awarded the plaintiffs $25 million under Virginia laws 
but deadlocked on the federal charge. The plaintiffs’ counsel in that 
case, Roberta Kaplan, has said she is ready to retry the federal case.

Racine is also suing the defendants in his case under local laws.

ADL CEO Jonathan Greenblatt, at podium, joining District of Columbia Attorney 
General Karl Racine, at left, in filing a lawsuit against the groups that allegedly 
organized the insurrection at the Capitol, speaks at a press conference at the 
U.S. Capitol, Dec. 14, 2021. (Screenshot/Karl Racine Facebook Watch)
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