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Jewish Federation staff has been busy printing, collating, folding, 
and stuffing envelopes addressed to members of the Jewish commu-
nity in Eastern CT over the 
past five days with infor-
mation about saying YES 
to help us secure the fu-
ture of our community. 

Every gift, no matter 
the amount, represents 
your commitment to sus-
tain and enhance Jewish life here in Eastern Connecticut and around 
the world. When you give, you strengthen our community.

• Saying YES to Jewish Federation of Eastern Connecticut 
means you’re:

• Saying YES to supporting those in crisis:

• Saying YES to helping to combat Holocaust denial and racial 
divides through our Encountering Programs

• Saying YES to feeding a growing community

• Saying YES to discovering the complexities of Israel

• Saying YES to cultivating Jewish identity through PJ Library

• Saying YES to educating and engaging Jewish families

• Saying YES to youth programming

• Saying YES to the return of our Young Emissaries in 2022

In this time of grave and growing community need, we need your 
support more than ever.

Please give generously. We need more because we are helping 
more.

If you’re unable to give what you’d like, then please give what you 
can – every pledge helps support the people and communities that so 
deeply need it.

Say “Yes”. Make a difference. Build Community.

Saying YES to campaign 
is on its way

If you are a Charter Oak Feder-
al Credit Union member you can 
double your Jewish Federation 
campaign donation by submit-
ting the matching gift form using 
the Charter Oak website.

Once again, Charter Oak will 
be giving away $100,000 in 100 
days by matching its members 
donations to the 501(c)(3) or-
ganization of their choice! The 
Matching Gifts Program will run 
until November 24, 2021, or 
until the Matching Gifts fund-
ing limit is met! If you have any 
questions, please contact Caro-
lina Hernandez at 860.446.3425 
or chernandez@cofcu.com.

The 2020-21 Jewish Federa-
tion Campaign benefited from 
this matching program when 
Federation donors sent in checks 
totaling $2,600 and submitted 
the matching forms to their credit 
union. These contributions were 
doubled when the Federation 
received matching checks from 
Charter Oak for a total of $5,200 
received. Let’s see if we can dou-
ble that amount to $10,000 dur-
ing the 2021-22 JFEC Campaign; 
$5,000 in gifts from Federation 
donors and $5,000 matching gifts 
from Charter Oak. 

Write your check NOW be-
cause last year six donors waited 
until November to send their 
checks and by then Charter Oak 
had reached their matching limit 
and we missed out on another 
$3,000 worth of gifts that could 
have been matched if the checks 
had been received earlier. 

Charter Oak 
members 

can double 
their impact

Temporarily Away is 
the phrase that pops up on 
many of the Jewish Lead-
ers that are returned to the 
Federation office when you 
forget to let us know that 
you will be heading south 
to Florida or wherever you 
go to stay warm over the 
winter months. 

To keep our database 
current we must pay the USPS 69-cents for each Temporarily Away 
labeled paper that is returned to the office. Please contact Mimi or 
Jenn at 860-442-8062 or at office@jfec.com and let us know when 
you are leaving, when you are returning, and whether you would like 
to receive the paper while you are away.

Will you be  
“Temporarily Away?”

BBYO CONT. ON PG 12

By Simone Lerner
Greetings to all! This is Yachad BBYO’s Mazkirah (VP of Commu-

nications), Simone Lerner. This past weekend, August 27 to 29, our 
chapter board had an amazing time at B’yachad, the first Connecticut 
Valley Region convention of the year. B’yachad is a leadership conven-
tion where we learn how to perform in our new board positions. It 
was the region’s first in-person overnight convention since December 
2019; masks and all. It was such an amazing opportunity to be back 
with our fellow Jewish teens from all over Connecticut.

BBYO teens enjoy first 
convention of the year

Upon returning from Convention at the Temple Emanu-El park-
ing lot are l-r Emmerson Kaye, Ethan Novick, Simone Lerner, Max 
Frischling, and Bayla McCaffrey. Not pictured is Daniel Sapozh-
nikov who left Sunday morning to get to work.

See page 13 for Federation office  
schedule in September

UPDATED HIGH HOLIDAY SCHEDULES PAGES 10-11

mailto:office@jfec.com
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Candle Lighting for Eastern CT area

Energy Saving  
Windows & Doors! 

Order Factory Direct! 

Vinyl Replacement &  
New Construction Windows 

          Storm Windows & Commercial Aluminum 

Professional Installation Available 

Railings & Fences of Many Styles 

860.848.9258 • www.alltimemfg.com 

Since 1946 

“We need to keep our faith.” 
Since joining Congregation Beth El last summer, I’ve met 
some amazing people and have seen greater participation 
as time goes on. During this time of COVID our 
congregation is more active than ever mostly through 
the safety of online and offers a wide variety of 
options for everyone.  – Rabbi Earl Kideckel

SERVICES
•  Daily Minyan
•  Shabbat Services
•  Holidays
COMMUNITY PROGRAMS 
•  Educational Presentations
•  Talks by local speakers
•  Lunch & Learn with the Rabbi
SOCIAL EVENTS
•  Distanced Gatherings
•  Musical Events
•  Curbside Meal Offerings
•  Schmooze Before & After Zoom Events

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME! 
860.442.0418 • bethel-nl.org

By Ron Kampeas, JTA
In his first meeting with Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett, 

President Joe Biden said that although he prefers diplomatic means to 
keep Iran from acquiring a nuclear weapon, he is not afraid to “turn to 
other options” on the issue.

The pledge captured what both men, who are in varying degrees of 
political precariousness right now, hoped to extract from the meeting: 
A bigger focus on what they agree on than what they disagree on, and 
the start of a new era in relations between Israel and U.S. Democrats.

“We’re going to put diplomacy first and see where that takes us,” 
Biden told the press alongside Bennett during a break in their meeting 
on August 27. “But if diplomacy fails,” he added, his voice raising in 
volume, “we’re ready to turn to other options.”

For Biden, it was a welcome momentary distraction from the chaos 
unfolding in Afghanistan. The meeting, originally planned for Thurs-
day, was delayed after bombings at the Kabul airport killed 13 U.S. 
troops.

Back home, Bennett is presiding over a fractious political coali-
tion with a single vote majority, struggling to control a new COVID-19 
surge that has dented his popularity and dealing with the fallout of an 
embarrassing phone call, in which he confused the name of a fallen 
soldier.

But for a few hours on Friday, the two leaders were able to pivot 
to Iran and other issues of import to Israel — a significant gesture on 
Biden’s part, given his preoccupations with the Afghanistan situation. 
Pro-Israel officials briefed on the meeting said that it went well for 

Biden and Bennett focus on Iran in first meeting
a first visit; there was chemistry between the two men, and it went 
longer than planned.

Bennett opposes Biden’s efforts to reenter the Iran nuclear deal — 
the diplomacy Biden referred to — but unlike his predecessor, Benja-
min Netanyahu, he is realistic about the prospects of dissuading Biden 
from trying. So extracting a robust promise from Biden to consider 
“other options,” including possible military ones, will allow Bennett to 
claim he influenced the president.

“The Iranians are spinning their centrifuges in Natanz and Fordow,” 
Bennett said, referring to two uranium enrichment facilities. “We 
[have to] stop it, we both agree. So we’ve developed a comprehensive 
strategy that we’re going to be talking about with two goals. The first 
goal is to stop Iran on its regional aggression and start rolling it back 
into the box. And the second is to permanently keep Iran, away from 
ever being able to break out the nuclear weapon.”

Beyond Iran, Biden also emphasized the defense assistance the 
United States delivers to Israel and reiterated a pledge to fully restore 
Israel’s Iron Dome capability, after the short range anti-missile de-
fense system was depleted by Hamas rocket fire during the latest Gaza 
conflict, in May.

“We’re also going to express the unwavering commitment we have 

in the United States to Israel’s se-
curity, and I fully, fully, fully sup-
port Israel’s Iron Dome system,” 
Biden said.

Bennett thanked Biden for 
the support and returned to the 
prevalent theme of his visit: re-
establishing amicable ties be-
tween Israel and both parties in 
the United States, after years of 
tensions between Netanyahu and 
Democrats. 

“You are going to write yet an-
other chapter in the beautiful sto-
ry of the friendship between our 
two nations, the United States 
of America, and the Jewish and 
democratic state of Israel,” Ben-
nett told Biden.

BIDEN CONT. ON PG 4



 THE JEWISH LEADER, SEPTEMBER 3, 2021 3

Beth El Community Cemetery, located on Lestertown 
Road in Groton, is a Jewish inclusive cemetery 
accommodating the needs of the community.

-	 	No	synagogue	affiliation	
 required
-  Plots available: Jewish,
 interfaith, cremains & families
 Call Merrill: 860 383 5605

LOOKING FOR A PLACE FOR YOU OR YOUR 
LOVED ONES TO REST IN DIGNITY?

Custom Tub & Shower
Enclosures

  • Design & Installation
  • All-Glass Enclosures

Expert Mirror Design &
Installation

  • Visit Our Showroom

151 Jefferson Avenue • New London, CT 06320
Phone (860) 442-0373 • Fax (860) 442-1356

SERVING SOUTHEASTERN CONNECTICUT
FOR OVER 60 YEARS

FULL  SERVICE  GLASS  SPECIALISTS

CO., INC
Ruby Glass

From Nadine Lipman: Your comments to the articles relating to Fri-
day Night Music are much appreciated, and I am so happy to share the 
following from our own Peninnah Schram, writing about her father; I 
am thrilled that someone took up my challenge to submit their own ar-
ticle to this series! My series will continue  in the next issue of the Leader, 
September 24.

By Peninnah Manchester Schram
Hazzan Samuel E. Manchester came to America from Lithuania in 

1904 with his first family. However, when he was the Hazzan in Bay-
onne NJ, he became a widower. In February 1930 he was conducting 
a wedding in Manhattan, where he met a beautiful immigrant from 

White Russia and who 
was living in Manhattan. 
They began a courtship 
and were married be-
fore the end of the year. 

However, in the 
spring he had attended 
the Cantor’s Conference. 
While there, the cantors 
were exchanging news 
about positions that 
were open and where 
they had auditioned and 
so on. At one of these 
exchanges, Hazzan Man-
chester heard that a syn-
agogue, Ahavath Chesed 
in New London, was 
looking to hire a Hazzan. 
However, the men in this 
congregation committee 

were very critical and they would be extremely selective of anyone 
they would hire. Hazzan Manchester said to his colleagues: “I’ll go to 
New London and get that position.” And so, he did. His contract would 
begin with the High Holy Days of 1930. 

That December 21, 1930, he married Dora Markman and brought 
his bride to New London to live and begin a family. (Now, you may 
ask how did I get to know about this challenge about how hard it was 
to get that position at Congregation Ahavath Chesed. It turns out that 
when I joined the faculty of Yeshiva University in the Fall of 1969, I 
met the Hazzan who was the Director of the School of Cantorial Music 
at YU, Hazzan Macy Nulman. He happened to be at the same Cantor’s 
Conference and was in that group that were discussing the demand-
ing criteria that the New London committee had set up for hiring a 
Hazzan. And Hazzan Nulman relayed their conversation to me as he 
remembered it well. Serendipity perhaps. 

For those of you who remember Hazzan Manchester, they would re-
call the resonant, strong, and beautiful voice he had. His davening was 
the way the cantors in the Golden Age of Cantors would daven – with 
full heart and passion – and directed the prayers directly to Hashem 
because they understood their responsibility to be the shaliakh tzibur 
– the messenger of the people. Yes, the cantors used coloratura and 
clear articulation chanting with traditional melodies as well as com-
posed complex melodies.

One day, when I was visiting in New London, I interviewed Alvin 
Soltz, the oldest of the Soltz brothers, who told me that just before 
Hazzan Manchester would begin his part in the davening, Alvin Soltz 
would call up to the women in the balcony and say: Viber - Ladies 
– hold your tears or you will drown us down here.” Yes, my father’s 
voice and delivery reached people’s hearts and the men and women 
responded with deep emotions, as prayers should.

A Cantor’s Ritual Opening Prayer 
To illustrate this idea, I would like to tell you about a specific Jew-

ish prayer that, when coupled with the delivery-with-intention of the 

Friday night music. . .
How Hazzan Manchester came to New London in 1930

presenter, prepares congregants 
to enter into prayer. My father, 
Samuel E. Manchester, was a can-
tor, a singer of sacred liturgy in 
the synagogue. Every year on the 
Jewish New Year, Rosh Hashanah, 
and Yom Kippur, the most sacred 
of the holy days - and only on 
these three days - does the cantor 
chant a special prayer pleading 
with G-d to accept this leader’s 
praying on behalf of the congre-
gation. In other words, the can-
tor serves as a Sheliakh Tzibur, 
a messenger of the people. The 
ritual, which is being revived in 
many synagogues today, calls for 
the cantors to begin the prayer at 
the back of the synagogue and, 
while chanting, continue to walk 
to the omed (prayer stand). Only 
then would the formal prayer 
service “begin”. (There are sever-
al ‘beginnings’ here too.) Just be-
fore this ritual, there would be a 
brief “intermission between acts” 
or between parts of the service. 
During this time, the congrega-
tion would take the moment to 
talk among themselves. Then, at 
the right time, my father would 
appear at the back of one aisle 
of the synagogue and wait: wait 
for the people to acknowledge 
his presence (through a rippling 
whisper of “Shhhhh, the cantor is 
ready to begin.”). Very quickly the 
silence would become palpable. 
My father would also wait until he 
himself was ready to begin this 
most holy moment enwrapped 
with a mantle of responsibil-
ity. As the cantor began the first 
word of this prayer, “Heneni” - 
“Here I am” – he began to move 
slowly, haltingly, dramatically, 
chanting by heart and pleading 
with his whole heart, his voice 
coming from deep within him – 
at times both arms outstretched 
to the heavens. As he passed each 
aisle, the people began to enter 
into the solemnity of prayer too. 
Finally, the cantor reached the 
place where his prayer book was 
already opened, ready to begin 
the main prayer service (Mussaf), 
together with the entire congre-
gation. The journey up the aisle 
was a collective unifying experi-
ence, as though the cantor were 
lifting the disparate group of lis-
teners to a higher spiritual level 
and bringing all the people with 
him to the sacred moment when 
they could all enter into prayer 
as one.

As a young girl witnessing this ritual, it was a powerful moment 
seeing my father weep as he chanted in this heart-felt dramatic way 
(and somewhat embarrassing as well). And, although at that time I did 
not understand what was happening, it became a resonant memory 
for me, one that I have taken into my own storytelling approach.

About Peninnah Schram
Peninnah Manchester Schram was born on December 28, 1934 in 

New London, Connecticut. She is the daughter of Samuel Eli and Dora 
Manchester.

Schram earned a Bachelor 
in Speech and Theatre, Uni-
versity Connecticut, 1956 and 
a Master of Arts in Speech and 
Theatre, Columbia University, 
1968.

She has had a varied career 
as an instructor at Iona Col-
lege, New Rochelle, New York, 
1967-1969; an instructor at 
Stern College Yeshiva Uni-
versity, New York City, 1969-
1974, an assistant professor of 
speech and drama, 1974-1985, 
associate professor, since 
1985, associate professor Da-
vid J. Azrieli Graduate School 

Jewish Education, since 1988; and speaker, presenter numerous con-
ferences, festivals, symposia.

Peninnah Schram has been listed as a noteworthy communication 
educator, storyteller by Marquis Who’s Who.

Some of Schram’s works include Stories within Stories: From the 
Jewish Oral Tradition; Jewish Stories One Generation Tells Another; 
Tales of Elijah the Prophet; The Big Sukkah; and Eight Tales for Eight 
Nights: Stories for Chanukah.

Peninnah married Irving Schram, December 7, 1958 who passed 
away in February 1967. She has two children Rebecca and Michael.
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REALLY?
By Geoff Hausmann

Have you ever gone to Stop and Shop and 
went to the manager and asked how much 
he would accept for the loaf of bread if you 
are paying cash? How about going to a poker 
game and asking your opponent what his cards are so you know to bet 
or not. The interesting thing, these are questions I receive often in real 
estate. Cash buyers may have advantage when purchasing property as 
there will not be a mortgage contingency, but they still must make the 
offer just like any other buyer. 

I had a buyer last evening trying to convince me to get the listing 
agent to let us know what the price and conditions on another offer in 
a multiple offer situation. This person thought it was in the best inter-
est of the seller to reveal this information so that they could get more 
money for their property.

My wife has always stated that there are agents and then there are 
agents. I listed a beautiful property last week and after two days, I re-
ceived a very strong offer on the property but also have seven more 
showings requested. The seller wanted to give everyone a chance to 
view his property and hoped he would receive more offers or a con-
tract that had more desirable terms, a practice that is not uncommon 
in today’s market. Instead, I received responses of: my client needs 
at least a week to make a decision as they want to put an addition on 
the property and not sure what it will cost; would it be ok if my client 
offers $25,000 less on the property as they do not qualify for the ask-
ing price; would the seller paint the home green as that is my client’s 
favorite color (this home had new vinyl siding on it).

Another agent shared this with me as my client was part of a mul-
tiple offer situation. He told me that another offer came in $100,000 
over the asking price with a contingency that the home must appraise. 
My client’s offer was over asking so the agent informed me that they 
selected my client’s offer as the seller could see this deal making it to 
the closing table.

Banks and mortgage companies must hire third party appraisal 
companies to verify the value of a property. An agent in my office had 
a client who wanted to bribe the appraiser and make the value of a 
property come in much lower than the sales price so they could get a 
better deal. The agent did inform her client that was illegal and if ever 
caught that everyone involved would be sent to jail for a year and fined 
$250,000 as this would be considered bank fraud. 

In multiple offer situations, some buyers will waive their right to 
inspections and appraisals. In this case, that is what enticed the seller 
to accept this offer. So, the buyer then ordered all these different in-
spections, and the seller would not allow anyone to enter the premise. 
The buyer stated that he/she was going to sue the seller, but after talk-
ing to an attorney the buyer decided to keep the terms of the contract.

When my boys were very young, they did watch Barney, the purple 
dinosaur. The theme song was, “You are special and the only one…” it 
is interesting to see how many people live that scenario regardless of 
the situation. 

Please remember you can search for homes at www.CallThe-
HouseMan.com. Do you have a question about real estate? Advice/
responses will be made by: Geoff Hausmann, RE/MAX on the Bay, 860-
443-4400, Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com

Realtor Corner

Biden made clear that there was still lingering bafflement — if not 
anger — among Democrats at the hostility Netanyahu evinced toward 
Biden’s old boss, former President Barack Obama, who launched the 
most generous defense assistance package to Israel in history, $3.8 bil-
lion a year.

“You give me credit, much of which should go to Barack Obama,” 
Biden said.

“Please thank him as well,” Bennett said.
Only Biden mentioned a peace deal with the Palestinians, and in 

passing — his aides have said that they recognize that substantive 
moves toward peace are not in the cards right now, particularly given 
the unwieldy political coalition Bennett leads at home. They talked 
more about each country’s respective battle to combat the resurgent 
coronavirus.

Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett, left, meets President Joe Biden in the Oval Office, Aug. 27, 2021. It 
was their first face-to-face meeting at the White House. (Sarahbeth Maney/Pool/Getty Images)

Afghanistan, and more specifi-
cally the Taliban, have historically 
not posed issues for Israel. Ben-
nett began the talk by express-
ing condolences for the dead in 
Afghanistan, but he also used the 
moment to get back to his main 
concern.

“These days illustrate what 
the world would like if Iran or a 
radical Islamic regime acquired a 
nuclear weapon,” he said.

BIDEN CONT. FROM PG 2

http://www.CallTheHouseMan.com
http://www.CallTheHouseMan.com
mailto:Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com
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Delray Dilemma part 3/ 
Conclusion

THE 
TEMPLE EMANU-EL 

SISTERHOOD
WISHES EVERYONE 
A HAPPY & HEALTHY 

NEW YEAR

Recap from August 20 issue
Shelly waits, expectantly, with a feeling that the next few minutes 

might define the rest of her life. Had a surprise?
Ruben pauses, averting his eyes. He stares out at the horizon in si-

lence. If she finds out I lost the ring she’ll write me off as a total loser. 

Continuing from last issue
As Ruben stares out at the horizon, Shelly can feel her anger ris-

ing. Her foot taps nervously, her eyes blink, as she waits for Ruben’s 
response.  

He takes a deep breath, beads of sweat on his upper lip. His mind 
whirls as Shelly stares at him, twitching as if she’s having an epileptic 
attack. He wonders what he can do to make it right, what half-truth 
he might feed her. I’ll tell her I was mugged, lost the ring at knifepoint, 
maybe gunpoint…that’s it… more dramatic. Would she buy that?

Out on the horizon a three masted schooner is sailing past. For a 
moment Ruben imagines himself out at sea, heading into open waters, 
wind and spray in his face, free from stress, free from commitment…free 
from Shelly and her judgmental gaze. He mumbles something about be-
ing sorry, his eyes scraping the floor. 

“I’m really disappointed in you, Ruben,” she says. “You can’t waltz 
back into my life empty handed. I can’t be the only one giving in this 
relationship.”

“I know… I really messed up,” he says, but then pauses in mid-sen-
tence.  A sense of resentment grows in his chest. Ring or no ring, I’ll 
never live up to Shelly’s expectations.  

“But I’m not going to grovel,” he says. And I really loved that car.
Shelly’s eyes bulge. Her foot taps to a staccato beat as she bites her 

lip. “Ruben Morgenthal, are we engaged or not?”
Ruben hesitates. Words his grandmother loved to say rise in his 

memory. “Everything happens for a reason,” she seems to be whisper-
ing to his subconscious. Even losing the ring?

“You deserve someone better than me,” Ruben blurts.
Shelly shrieks. “I knew it. Momma always said I could do better. 

You don’t even have a job.” Then she rises from her chair, throws the 
remnants of her wine glass in Ruben’s face, and flees, knocking the 
centerpiece of cut flowers over with a sweep of her arm. The vase shat-
ters.  The patrons stare. He puts his hands out, spreads his fingers in 
pacification. Then, when he’s sure Shelly’s gone he strolls to the recep-
tionist, makes apologies, and then with an unexpected sense of relief, 
pays the check with his last hundred dollars. 

***

Hy Reingold leaves Delray Jewelers, his mind in turmoil. As much 
as he’d love to sell the ring and rent that new condo on the water, he 
pauses. Rabbi Hershenbaum’s advice echoes in his mind. “So in the 
end it’s up to your conscience.” 

The voice of his own father rises in his memory. Rich or poor, a man’s 
most valuable asset is his good name. A long-ago scene as a six-year-old 
plays out in his memory. His father towers above him, wagging a finger 
as little Hy refuses to return his sister’s beloved teddy bear.

His father says nothing, but the disappointed look on his face seems 
to haunt Hy even now.

Hy removes the diamond ring from his pocket, marveling at the 
stone’s clarity even as the sinking feeling intensifies. He decides to 

take another walk to the condo. 
He sits on a bench overlooking 

the condo pool, marveling at the 
view of the ocean, the manicured 
lawns, and the immaculate lobby. 
He takes a deep breath, thinks of 
the ring in his pocket, ruminating 
for the hundredth 
time. He imagines 
himself surrounded 
by admiring widows 
at the pool. But then 
an image of that 
young man search-
ing forlornly in the 
sand comes to the 
forefront. The im-
ages of well-coiffed 
women dissolve, 
replaced by Rabbi 
Hirshenbaum. Do 
the right thing, the 
rabbi’s expression 
seems to be imply-
ing. 

For God’s sake! Sometimes a 
man’s got to look out for his own 
interests. He rises to his feet, 
walks to the nearest pawn shop 
on Atlantic Avenue. As he enters 
the shop, his resolve falters. He 
lets out a deep breath like a bal-
loon deflating slowly. 

“How can I help you today?” 
the pawnbroker says through a 
gap-toothed smile.

“Forget it, Hy says. I can’t do 
this…”

“Well, if you change your mind 
you know where to find us. Open 
24 hours.”

For the next three days Hy 
mopes around. He sleeps poorly, 
wakes frequently in the night 
thinking of his choice. He seems 
to have lost his appetite, picks at 
his food, a vague headache be-
hind his eyes. He no longer walks 
the Delray boardwalk, the idea of 
revisiting the beach ratcheting up 
his anxiety. On the third morning 
he rises before dawn. He stum-
bles to the bathroom, stares into 
the mirror horrified at his blood-
shot eyes and sallow cheeks. He 
nods as if striking a deal with 
himself. This has to end. One way 
or another.

As the sun rises Hy walks at a 
brisk pace to the beach. He goes 
directly to the flyer with Ruben’s 
lost ring notification, punches 
the number into his cell phone. 
Ruben answers on the first ring. 
“Yes, can I help you?”

“You don’t know me but I 
think I’ve found something that 
belongs to you.”

***

Epilogue
With the recovery of the ring Ruben turns his life around. “This is 

a sign that I’m just not ready for marriage. Maybe someday, with the 
right girl,” he tells Brad, who’s incredulous that anyone would actu-
ally return a lost diamond ring. “With the money I get back from the 
jeweler I’m putting a down payment on a small fleet of sailboats at the 
Delray Marina. I’ll rent them out hourly. There’s a lot of money to be 

made here. Maybe you 
want to be partners? 
Girls love boats.

Hy receives a four-
thousand-dollar re-
ward from Ruben Mor-
genthal, not enough to 
rent the new condo on 
the beach, but enough 
for a new wardrobe 
and a pool member-
ship at the Delray 
Beach Club, known for 
its wonderful program 
for single seniors. On 
occasion, he still wakes 
in the night pondering 

his choice, but those evenings are fewer and farther between now that 
he’s seeing Shirley, a delightful widow about his own age. She loves 
strolling the boardwalk and sitting beside Hy on a bench, watching Ru-
ben’s sailboats ply the coast.

In time Hy began to think of the ring adventure as a turning point in 
his life. Then, one day, he decides to walk to the condo that he’d never 
get to rent. The place was deserted, the pool drained. Yellow tape and 
wooden boards blocked the lobby. 

“What the hell happened?” Hy asked a policeman on the corner.
“City inspected this whole block after the Surfside collapse. This 

property is condemned. Be happy you don’t live in this dive.”

The End

We are going to take a break from all in-person senior ac-
tivities for a while as we retool the senior programs during 
Covid. We will keep you posted on new events and activities 
we plan to do in the upcoming year. 

Best wishes to all of you for a safe and heathy new year.

Shanah Tovah,
Carly Luft, Community Service

Senior Connections
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Elise Atkins In memory of Ellen Low Blinderman, Sylvia Blinderman, Ruth Low, and all of the strong women 
                                                                 who came before me
Lucy Beit In memory of Cindy Beit-Hellman
Cathy & Steve Bokoff In memory of Esther Bokoff
Linda Cohen In honor of essential workers
Carol Curland In honor of Al Ruditzky and Sheila Horvitz for all you do for Hadassah
Drs. Judith & Stuart Deglin In loving memory of their children Samantha Ann & Randy Eli,
                                                                 and beloved parents Charlotte & Kurt Hopfer
Ellen DeLeon In memory of Dorothy Goldblatt, Winifred Kirstein, Mildred Botwick, Rose Botwick, 
                                                                 Molly Goldblatt, Betty Swatzburg
Abby Dolliver In memory of Pauline and Stanley Israelite
Golda Doyle In honor of Isaaca Siegel
Sheila Einhorn In memory of my moms, Beatrice Einhorn & Clara Sherman
Kim Fischburg In memory of Sylvia & Jack Fischburg, Mary Jane & Howard Helveston, Eleanor C. Wagner, 
                                                                 Robert W. Wagner, Mary & Skip Wagner, Laura B. Seder

In honor of the Hadassah members who serve, contribute, and sustain our chapter with 
                                                                 pride, passion, and purpose
Harriet Gere In honor of Gere and Friedman families
Rosa Goldblatt In memory of Sophie Drobiarz, Dorothy Goldblatt, Winifred Kirstein, Phyllis Stern
Stacy & Allison Gould In honor of Sheila Horvitz, Carol Curland, Pepi Kahn, and Cindy Weiner

In loving memory of Janice L. Brauman, Lillian Goodman, Esther A. Brauman, Sarah Deutsch, 
Anna Lazaroff, Bessie Atlas & Elke Blauzvern, Ellen Blinderman, Phyllis Soloff, Cindy Hellman

Lisa Gawendo In memory of Arlene Levy
Pepi Kahn In memory of Gertrude Kahn and Betty Green
Hinda Kimmel In memory of mother Marcia Katrosar
Carol Kraus In honor of Jeanne Morascini
Jeanne Morascini In honor of Leslie Kassman; in memory of Marianne Morascini and Gail Piotrowski
Lynne Morascini In honor of Jeanne Hochberg Morascini; In memory of Marianne Morascini
Faye Ringel In memory of beloved mother and life member Toube Ringel
Karen Rosenberg In memory of Libby Isaac
Leslie Spees In memory of Dorothy and Howard Segool
Lois Steinman In memory of Beatrice Kosseff, Samuel Penstein, Anne Steinman, Rose Krupit, Samuel Steinman
Robert, Judith, David & James Strick In loving memory of beloved parents and grandparents: Jerome Zaretsky, Pearl Zaretsky, 
                                                                 Irving Strick, Frances Strick
Lois Taylor In memory of Louis Taylor

To all of our members, associates, and friends: 
TODAH RABAH from Hadassah of Eastern CT!

In this most unusual time, we could not be together in person at our annual Donor Gala. So many 
of you donated to support Hadassah and its healing work. We have raised over $18,000 to outfit a 
full patient room at the Round Building at Hadassah Hospital. Thank you!
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Keeper of the Gate 
($1000)

Karen Bloustine  
Carol Curland  
Kim Fischburg
Roz Plotkin

Builder of Future 
($500)

Jane Katzoff
Millie Shapiro

Chaverim ($250) 
Linda Agranovitch 
Judi Deglin 
Sheila Einhorn 
Lisa Gawendo
Sheila Horvitz 
Brenda Koblick
Fran Salsburg  
Judy Strick
 
Chai Society ($180)

Sheila Amdur  
Judy Brown
Toby Coit
Debra Daren

Thoughtful 
Contributions

Elise Atkins
Lucy Beit
Gail Boms
Nancy Brand
Linda Cohen
Golda Doyle
Rosalinde Finkelstein
Hinda Kimmel
Leslie Spees
Lois Taylor
Terry Zeigler

Associates
Mark Block
Marc Bokoff
Steve Bokoff
Leonard Cohen
Joel Etra
Kenn Fischburg*     
(Keeper of the Gate)
Evert Gawendo

Associates (cont’d)
Mike Gere
Michael Goldblatt
Andrew Goldman
Steve Green
Victor Horvitz
David Kalla
Eric Kanter
Marc Kashar
Norm Katzoff
Jay Levin
Daniel Malchman
Aaron Rosenberg
Al Ruditzky
Bart Sayet
Howard Segal
Michael Seroussi
Bob Strick
Nate Weiss

Chai Society (cont’d)
Ellen DeLeon
Judith Glickstein 
Rosa Goldblatt 
Stacy Gould  
Pepi Kahn
Shelley Weiss
Suzanne Weissman
Robyn Wolman

Diamond ($100)
Karla Bendor
Florence Betten 
Jamie Block 
Cathy Bokoff 
Harriet Gere
Linda Hershman
Fran Hirschkowitz 
Dana Kline 
Jeanne Morascini 
Judith Polinsky
Faye Ringel
Karen Rosenberg 
Leah Spitz
Gail Weber
Barbara Wolfe

Sapphire ($75)
Abby Dolliver
Carol Kraus
Elaine Malchman
Lynne Morascini
Lois Steinman

Ruby ($54)
Fay Clymer
Arlene Dressler
Anne Flammang
Goldie Liverant
Sue Miller
Leslie Orenstein
Sheri Pascal
Ruth Radin
Sarah Rogovin
Irene Schienberg
Nancy Trostler
Cindy Weiner
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By Rabbi Earl Kideckel, Congregation Beth El
Hugh Nissenson tells the story of a poor Jewish fam-

ily living on the Lower East Side of Manhattan. Every 
Shabbat, even though the family was poor, the father 
would bring home an even poorer person for an erev 
Shabbat dinner. As fate happens, the mother becomes 
sick and lands in the hospital which leaves the family 
in even more of a financial hardship. There is almost no 
money left for food.

Just before Shabbat the father realizes that they have 
no Shabbes guest. So, he sends out his son to find a 
guest. The young man returns with a man who is totally 
a boor. The Shabbes guest has no manners and grates on 
the son’s nerves.

In the middle of the night, he is awakened by the 
disturbing thought of his mother’s wellbeing. He walks 
out on to the landing, finding his father following him 
on his heels. He turns to his father, trying to rationalize 
the guest’s presence and a reassurance that his mother 
is fine. He turns to his father and declares that he knows 
that his mother will get better, since they took care of 
this poor man, even though he is a boor.

The father gets angry. “What do you think, a mitzvah 
is a bribe for God?” To which the boy responds: “But you 
taught me, charity saves from death.” The father looks 
at his son with utter disbelief and says: “No, not Mama 
…HIM.”

Often, when I read the words of the piyyut (the poem 
or prayer) called Unetaneh Tokef, which we read on the 
High Holy Days, I am overwhelmed by the simplicity 
of its words “but repentance, prayer and tzedakah can 
annul the severity of the decree.” Three words (repen-
tance, prayer, tzedakah) … yet a lifetime of action. As 
one reads the poem itself, it is one of the most graphic 
moments of the prayer service: “who shall live and who 
shall die, who by fire and who by water….” The piyyut 
speaks in terms of the curses of death or punishment 
in a rather frightening fashion, rather than in a positive 
nature, describing for us ways in which we can change 
our lives, patterns to follow which bring blessings and 
life. It suggests that our actions only reduce the severity 
of the decree, rather than give us hope for blessing in 
our lives. It ends with the three words reminding us that 
there is a way to change the outlook: repentance, prayer 
and tzedakah. 

And I have often looked at these words in the context 
that they will in end help me personally. But when … to-
day, tomorrow, or in the end of days when my actions on 
earth are judged at the heavenly tribunal? And I often 
wonder why our Machzor (High Holy Day Prayer book) 

Repentance, prayer, and tzedakah
is filled with asking for forgiveness for acts 
which we need to ask for forgiveness, rather 
than counsel of ways to live life. And it leaves 
it to the three words as guidance. 

It is no different for me that when I recite 
the prayers of Yizkor, and I read that through 
tzedakah my loved ones will find peace in 
Gan Eden. And I wonder: how will my acts 
of giving tzedakah help my parents in Gan 
Eden? Will my parents find peace through 
my acts of tzedakah? Do my actions here on 
earth provide comfort to my parents’ wellbe-
ing in Gan Eden, or are they reflective of the 
ethics he taught me that live on through me?

And then I came across the Hugh Nissen-
son story. I chuckled realizing that the author 

had the same quandary as I did. Would my acts of kind-
ness change my decree, would it give my parents peace, 
or would it aid the individuals I engage through my acts 
of tzedakah? 

And the simple answer to the questions is “yes.”

On behalf of the Congregation Beth El family, 
I wish you a shana tova,  

one filled with goodness and blessing  
for ourselves and all whom we know.

“Sound the Call” for the planet
By Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz, Temple Bnai Israel

On Rosh Hashanah, we celebrate the gift of existence 
itself. We celebrate the Earth and our place and role on it. 
“CREATOR took the human and placed it in Pleasure-Gar-
den to serve (or “work”) it and protect (or “keep”/“guard”) 
it. (Genesis 2:15.) Each year, we get an incredible gift. We 
get to start over. We’re promised that the coming year is 
one in which we can do good and choose life. But it’s not 
a completely free gift. Starting fresh requires confronting 
the past and letting go of bad habits and dysfunctional mo-
tivations. The beautiful Rosh Hashanah ritual of tashlich 
speaks to this. At Temple Bnai Israel, we usually go to the 
Natchaug River and let go of our sins. The ever-renewing 
waters remind us of the possibility of our own renewal 
and our own cleansing. 

This year, we’ll not only meet at the Natchaug River, 
we’ll also be hosted by Congregation B’nai Shalom in 
Putnam on the Quinebaug River on September 12 at 2 
PM. We invite you to join us. Looking back, we, as a so-
ciety and species, haven’t been doing a very good job of 
“serving and protecting” the Earth. We’ve been wrecking 
its climate. Morally, we need to let go of that sin. And for 

our own good – to avoid even more fires, floods, crop 
failures and dislocations – we need to let go of that sin. 
We’ll let the Quinebaug remind us of the possibility 
of doing so. In fact, the Quinebaug is threatened by a 
particular climate-change sin. The state of Connecticut 
has been granting permit after permit for a new fossil 
fuel energy plant to be built in Killingly. The pipeline 
supplying it will be drilled under the Quinebaug by 
Enbridge, the same company that, it’s been recently 
revealed, has been consistently spilling pollutants into 
Minnesota’s waters as it builds the notorious “Line 3.” 
At our Tashlich on the Quinebaug, we’ll be standing up 
for the Earth and the Quinebaug by demanding a stop 
to the Killingly plant.

We’ll also look forward with hope. This month, we 
Americans have a unique and essential opportunity. 
Avoiding the worst of climate disaster is still possible 
but will take quick and significant public investment. 
The Senate and House are negotiating a budget that, 
with enough public pressure, and enough good sense 
from our representatives, will include that investment. 
Our Jewish senator, Senator Richard Blumenthal, along 
with Senator Chris Murphy, have been on the Jewish 
side of this issue – the side that elevates care of others 
and respect for God’s creation over the short-term prof-
its and power of the few who benefit from climate inac-
tion. We’ll be sounding the shofar as an alarm and a call 
of hope to encourage him in sticking to that position. 

In addition to Temple Bnai Israel and Congregation 
B’nai Shalom, this gathering and its call have been en-
dorsed by a growing list of rabbis around the state and 
even in Rhode Island (14 so far), synagogues (5), and 
almost a dozen environmental and justice groups, in-
cluding the Connecticut Chapter of the Sierra Club and 
the Windham/Willimantic NAACP, as well as the folks 
who have been opposing the Killingly plant for years, 
No More Dirty Power in Killingly. 

To learn more, please contact me or our Tikkun 
Olam chair, Merle Potchinsky. To RSVP to the event, 
please visit d.aye.nu/ct-sept12. Note that we’ll be 
outdoors, rain or shine, and will be wearing masks 
and keeping our distance from one another. 

Relationship with G-d  
is the first step

By Rabbi Avrohom Sternberg,  
Congregation Ahavath Chesed

Rosh Hashana is the day that makes every other day 
matter. Rosh Hashana, teach the Chassidic Masters, is 
about reinstating God’s Kingship over us. This is af-
fected through subserviating our will to His, thus evok-
ing His desire to reign over us. And specifically, that it 
be with “Taanug”, pleasure, as a result of how deeply 
we matter to G-d. This spiritual service is referred to as 

“Binyan Hamalchut”, building the Monarchy.
Conventionally we think of Rosh Hashana as being 

all about us - our health, our prosperity, our happiness 

PRAYER CONT. ON PG  9
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in the coming year. But really, it’s about G-d; His becom-
ing King over us, again, and being enthusiastic about the 
prospect. That is the question of yom hadin, the day of 
judgement: do we have a real relationship with G-d?

This explains why Rosh Hashana comes before Yom 
Kippur; it would seem to make more sense to first work 
on atonement and then come before G-d to ask for our 
needs.

But if we don’t have a relationship then nothing else 
matters. Asking for forgiveness must wait until we actu-
ally solidify our relationship.

An “Or Chodosh”, a new light, energizes the world 
each Rosh Hashana. This novel, vivifying energy must 
come down into this world. The question is: will we 
have a share in drawing down this effluence? Will we 
allow it to illuminate our lives? Will we use it to evoke 
G-d’s continued joy in His reign? G-d is hoping for a yes.

Maryashi and I wish you all a Shana Tovah, 
Happy and Healthy Sweet New Year

Rabbi Avrohom Sternberg

7 Sweet Facts About Rosh  
Hashanah You May Not Know

By Leah Kadosh, Kveller
Shanah Tovah, Happy, Healthy New Year!  The Jew-

ish New Year, Rosh Hashanah, is nearly here. I can tell 
this coming year is going to be a good one — the bar is 
already so low, we can only go up from here!

Rosh Hashanah, or “Head of the Year” is observed 
this year from sundown on September 6 through Sep-
tember 8. Rosh Hashanah celebrates the beginning of 
the next year on the Hebrew lunar calendar, and is a 
time of great reflection, repentance and, of course, guilt.

In honor of this very important Jewish holiday, we 
eat special foods, don white attire, hear the shofar, at-
tend or stream services, give tzedakah, and, in my fam-
ily, at least, make brisket and tzimmes (though I per-
sonally skip the tzimmes). Perhaps most important, we 
contemplate how we can improve our actions in the 
coming year. With all of the food, remorse, praying and 
thinking, Rosh Hashanah is the classic Jewish holiday.

So, take a break from your apple stamping project 
and enjoy these fun facts that are sure to make your 
Rosh Hashanah a blast:

1. This New Year corresponds to 5782!
Wait, according to this date system, does that make 

me younger? The year 5782 counts the years since God 

created the world, as described in the very first portion 
of the Torah, Genesis Chapter 1. Just how did we arrive at 
this number? Many estimates were suggested by scholars, 
although Rabbi Yossi Ben Halafta’s calculation (which he 
made around 165 CE in Israel) became the most widely 
accepted.

Through careful study of the Hebrew Bible, with spe-
cial emphasis on the dating of biblical figures’ lifetimes 
and kings’ reigns, the established date of 70 CE (the de-
struction of the Second Temple) was used as the end 
point, and counting started backwards from there. Rabbi 
Yossi Ben Halafta established that God created the world 
on Monday, October 7, 3761 BCE. (using Gregorian calen-
dar terms). And now it’s math time: 3761+2021=5782!

2. The name “Rosh Hashanah” is not mentioned in the 
Torah

It’s true: This major Jewish holiday is not mentioned 
by name in the Torah! Instead, it is referred to as Yom 
Teruah (Day of Sounding the Shofar) and Yom HaZikaron 
(Day of Remembering). The holiday becomes identified as 
“Rosh Hashanah” during the 1st century CE in Mishnah 
Rosh Hashanah 1.1.

3. Rosh Hashanah celebrates the New Year but falls on 
the first day of the seventh month!

Like so many Jewish holidays and traditions, there are 
several and conflicting theories as to how Rosh Hashanah 
evolved, and how we came to celebrate the new year in 
the seventh month on the Hebrew calendar. Among the 
numerous interpretations, I wish to share my favorite: In 
the 13th century, Sephardic sage and rabbi Nachmonidies 
equated the counting from the months of Nissan (the first 
month of the Hebrew calendar) to Tishrei (the seventh) 
to be the same relationship as the first day of the week 
(Yom Rishon, which literally means “the first day”) with 
Shabbat (the seventh day). The number seven in Judaism 
holds sacred significance. It is associated with God’s six 
days of creation (special, but not super special) to the sev-
enth day of rest, Shabbat (super special!). Counting seven 
months from the time of our Exodus from Egypt — which, 
you guessed it, happened in the month of Nissan — em-
phasizes the holiness of the seventh month of Tishrei, and 
is therefore the perfect excuse for  a new year celebration.

4. Rosh Hashanah is a two-day festival, everywhere!
As the song goes: Wherever you go… not only will you 

find someone Jewish, you will also celebrate Rosh Hasha-
nah for two days. That’s true whether you’re in Israel or 
elsewhere! This contrasts with other important biblical 
festivals, such as Sukkot, Passover and Shavuot, which 
are observed for an extra day in the diaspora (outside of 
Israel), juuuuuust to be sure the correct day is commemo-
rated. (Why? Nearly 2,000 years ago, holiday start times 
were determined by moon-witness testimony, and then 
word was dispersed by foot. Extending the holiday by one 
day compensated for inevitable delays.)

Now, I know what you’re thinking: Why is Rosh Hasha-
nah celebrated for two days even in Israel? Maimonides, 
12th-century scholar and philosopher, explains that it is 
the only Jewish holiday that begins on the first day of a 
new month, and therefore, witnesses were not permitted 
to travel to alert their communities on the sighting of a 
new moon.  To enable complete worship, two days were 
established and came to be known as yoma arichta, “a 
long day” lasting 48 hours. Ask any Rosh Hashanah host 
at the end of the second day, and I believe you’ll find that 
“yoma arichta” is the perfect description!

5. Apples and honey aren’t the only traditional foods.
Because Rosh Hashanah is a rather serious holiday 

filled with introspection, repentance and self-improve-
ment, our traditional foods symbolize those themes as 
well. In Ashkenazi tradition, apples are dipped in honey 
for the delight in literal sugary sweetness and the hope 
for a fulfilling year ahead. But that’s hardly the only tra-
ditional Rosh Hashanah food: There’s also round chal-
lah, as opposed to braided challah, which represents the 
yearly cycle and God’s crown or majesty.  Fish heads are 
traditional in Sephardi Rosh Hashanah feasts — “bet-
ter the head than the tail” is what I was always taught! 
(“Rosh” is also the Hebrew word for “head,” and there-
fore, there is a literal connection to beginnings.) Pome-
granates are in season during this time in Israel, and 
are another traditional Rosh Hashanah treat. They were 
once thought to contain 613 seeds, the same number of 
mitzvot (commandments) in the Torah —  just don’t tell 
my daughter, she just started counting!

6. But, strangely, it’s tradition to avoid nuts!
It is a custom to abstain from eating nuts during 

Rosh Hashanah for a couple of reasons. According to the 
Shulchan Aruch, one of the most consulted Jewish law 
books written by Joseph Caro in the 16th century, nuts 
not only increase the production of saliva and phlegm in 
our mouths (a lovely thought) but could perhaps hurt 
our pronunciation of words recited during services.  
As any young Jewish child knows, services are already 
extremely long on Rosh Hashanah, therefore, anything 
that hinders our ability to pray should be avoided!

7. The shofar is an integral part of our High Holiday 
season, although it’s never blown on Shabbat!

YOU HEARD ME!!! As mentioned previously, one of 
Rosh Hashanah’s Biblical names was “Day of Sound-
ing the Shofar,” and only two details are included in its 
observance as written in the Torah: to hear the shofar 
and to abstain from work. Shofars are horns taken from 
kosher animals and can vary greatly in size, color and 
shape.  It also takes a skilled musician to make a decent 
sound — trust me, I’m not one of them!

The shofar is an ancient instrument of communica-
tion (figure our modern TV or cell phone alert) and had a 
multitude of purposes: to declare battle, welcome Shab-
bat and a New Moon, announce the reign of a new king 
and so on. Nowadays, one can hear the shofar blown af-
ter morning services every day (excluding Shabbat) in 
the month of Elul, the month preceding Rosh Hashanah 
— except for the last day, the day before Rosh Hashanah.

The unique sound of the shofar reminds us of an 
alarm; a reflective wake up call. Maimonides reasoned 
that the sound awakens our souls and calls to our atten-
tion our actions of our past and what we want to change 
in the future. We are tasked to analyze our relationship 
with God, ourselves and others and to change for the 
better.

As for the reason for abstaining from blowing the 
shofar on Shabbat, that’s due to the fear of carrying the 
instrument itself! The Talmud explains that it was not 
the actual sounding of the shofar that was forbidden, 
but the worry of an inadequate shofar blower carrying 
their shofar to an experienced shofar blower for help 
and training on Shabbat that was prohibited. If that is 
not the most Jewish reason for anything, I don’t know 
what is!

Wishing you and your family the most 
healthy, happy, fulfilling new year ahead 

with blessings abound, Shanah Tovah!

PRAYER CONT. FROM PG 8
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Congregation Ahavath Achim,  
Colchester 860-537-2809

Mon., Sept. 6 6:45 P.M. Erev Rosh Hashanah Zoom Service 
Tues., Sept. 7-930 A.M.1st day Rosh Hashanah Service 
Hybrid  
                                     Service
                                     Tashlich follows Service on Septem-
ber 7
Wed., Sept. 8-9:30 A.M 2nd Day Rosh Hashanah Hybrid Ser-
vice 
Wed., Sept. 15- 6:45 P.M. Kol Nidre Service, Hybrid Service
Thurs., Sept. 16 - 9:30 A.M. Yom Kippur Day Service Hybrid 
Service
                            6:45 P.M. Neilah Hybrid Service
Tues., Sept. 21-930 A.M. Sukkot Hybrid Service

We are now accepting applications for Hebrew School. 
Tuition is included with your membership. For additional 
information please call our office at 860 537-2809.

Congregation Ahavath Chesed,  
New London 860-442-3234

Congregation Ahavath Chesed, New London, will offer 
in-person services in their spacious sanctuary. For more 
information and reservations, please call 860-442-3234, or 
email ahavath.chesed@att.net.

Daily services
     Shacharis, Sunday 8;00am, M-F 7:00am
     Mincha/Maariv ten min before Sunset 
Weekly Shabbat services: 9:45 am

Rosh Hashanah:
Monday, September 6: Evening Services 7:00pm
Tuesday September 7: Shacharis 8:00am
    Torah and Shofar services 10:30am
    Mincha and Tashlich 6:25pm
Wednesday, September 8: Shacharis 8:00am
     Torah and Shofar services 10:30am
     Mincha 6:45pm

Yom Kippur:
Wednesday, September 15: Mincha and Kol Nidre 6:40pm
Thursday, September 16: Shacharis 9:00am
     Torah service 11:30am
     Yizkor 12:30pm
     Mincha and Neilah 5:20pm
     Break-the-fast 7:37pm

Sukkot:
Monday, September 20: Mincha-Maariv services 6:35pm
Followed by kiddush in the sukkah (there is a special mitz-
vah to eat in the sukkah on the first night of Sukkot) 
Tuesday, September 21: Shacharis 9:45am
     Mincha 6:35 Pm
Wednesday, September 22: Shacharis 9:45am
     Mincha 6:35pm

Shemini Atzeret/Simchat Torah
Monday, September 27: Mincha-Maariv services 6:30pm
Tuesday, September 28: Shacharis 9:45am
     Yizkor 11:30am
     Mincha 6:30pm
     Maariv and Hakafot 7:20pm

High Holiday Schedules
Wednesday, September 29:
     Shacharis 9:45am
     Kiddush 10:45am
     Hakafot 11:30am

Congregation Beth El,  
New London 860-442-0418

  All services will be held virtually with the 
exception of Tashlich
which will be held in person at Ocean 
Beach. 
     To receive the Zoom link to attend our High 
Holiday services, please contact the Beth El office at 
office@bethel-nl.org.

Rosh Hashana
Mon., Sept. 6, 6:00 p.m. Erev Rosh Hashanah 
Tues., Sept. 7, 9:30 a.m. Rosh Hashanah, 1st Day
Tues., Sept. 7, 4:00 p.m. Tashlich at Ocean Beach 
Wed., Sept. 8, 9:30 a.m. Rosh Hashanah, 2nd Day

Memorial Services: 
Sun., Sept. 12,
10:00 a.m. - Ohave Shalom Cemetery, Waterford
11:00 a.m. - Beth El Cemetery, Groton

Yom Kippur
Wed., Sept. 15, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. at Emanu-
El - Break-the-Fast meal (for members with RSVP) 
&Book of Remembrance pick-up
Wed., Sept. 15, 6:00 p.m. Kol Nidre, Mincha
6:30 p.m. Kol Nidre
Thurs., Sept. 16, 9:30 a.m. Yom Kippur Morning 
Service
4:45 p.m. Mincha 
6:00 p.m. Neilah
7:38 p.m. Final Shofar blowing and Havdalah

Beth Jacob Synagogue,  
Norwich 860-886-2459

Most services will be held on both Zoom and in 
person

Rosh Hashanah – September 6-8
First Night, Monday, September 6, 6:30 pm
First day, Tuesday, September 7, 9:00 am
Second day, Wednesday, September 8, 9:00 am

Yom Kippur – September 15-16
Kol Nidrei, Wednesday, September 15, 6:30 pm
Day service, Thursday, September 16

Morning service 9:00 am
Rabbi’s study session 4:00 pm
Mincha Service 5:30 pm
Neilah service, 6:55 pm
Break-fast, 7:40 pm

Congregation B’nai Shalom, Putnam
susandstern@gmail.com

All services will be virtual other than our special Sho-
far and Taschlich service on the lawn.

Rosh Hashana
Monday, September 6, Virtual Erev Rosh Hashana, 7 
PM 
Tuesday, September 7, Virtual Rosh Hashana First 
Day Services, 9:30 AM
Tuesday, September 7, Shofar Service and Taschlich 
on the Lawn, 5 PM
(Rain date on September 8)
Wednesday, September 8, Virtual Rosh Hashana 
Second Day Services, 9:30 AM
Wednesday, September 15, Virtual Kol Nidre, 7 PM, 
(following virtual cello selections at 6:30 PM)

Yom Kippur
Thursday, September 16, Virtual Yom Kippur Ser-
vices, 9:30 AM, with Yizkor at 11 AM
Thursday, September 16, Virtual Yom Kippur Con-
cluding Services, including Storytelling, 5:30 PM
You will be able to break your fast shortly after 7:30 
PM!

Succot
Sunday, September 26, Congregation BYO Succot 
Picnic, 1 PM
(For more information, please e-mail susandstern@
gmail.com)

Temple Bnai Israel,  
Willimantic 860-423-3743

All Are Welcome to Our Virtual Services
As we do every year, we invite the entire com-

munity, members, and non-members, to attend our 
High Holiday Services.  Tickets are not required and 
there is no entry fee.  If you would like to donate, 
please send it to Temple Bnai Israel, P.O. Box 61, Wil-
limantic, CT 06226.
Attending Our Zoom-Only Services

You will need the Zoom links, this year’s Supple-
ment, and a hard-copy or PDF Mahzor (prayerbook).  
All Temple members will receive the Zoom links by 
email and should contact the office to arrange to 
pick up the Mahzor and Supplement.  If you are not 
a Temple member, please contact the office at 860-
423-3743 or office@templebnaiisrael.org to receive 
links and supplements.
Rosh Hashanah

mailto:ahavath.chesed@att.net
mailto:office%40bethel-nl.org.?subject=High%20Holiday%20Link
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Monday, September 6, 7:30 p.m. - Erev Rosh Hashanah Evening 
Service
Tuesday, September 7, 10:00 a.m. – First Day Rosh Hashanah 
Morning Service
Tuesday, September 7, 2:00 p.m. – In-Person Tashlich at Lauter 
Park (weather permitting, masks and socially distancing required)
Wednesday, September 8, 10:00 a.m. – Second Day Rosh Hashanah 
Morning Service

Temple Cemetery Memorial Service
Sunday, September 12, 11:30 a.m. – In-Person at the Temple Cem-
etery (masks and socially distancing required)

Yom Kippur
Wednesday, September 15, 6:30 p.m. – Kol Nidrei
Thursday, September 16 – Morning Service begins at 10:00 a.m.
Yizkor Service begins at 6:30 p.m.
Conclusion – Ne’ilah at ~7:00 p.m., with Final Shofar at ~7:40 p.m.

Temple Emanu-El,  
Waterford 860-443-3005

Note changes to service locations and masking requirements.

• All services will be outside or on Zoom/YouTube Live only.
• For outside services, all non-vaccinated adults and children are 
required to wear masks; all vaccinated adults and children are 
encouraged to wear masks.
• All congregants and guests are welcome to attend services via 
Zoom. Preregistration for Zoom services is required. See www.
tewaterford.org to find links to register for each service.
• If Zoom does not work for you, you may participate in services by 
watching YouTube Live. Note: there may be a short delay in start 
times when watching on YouTube.
• All Adults including families with young children are encouraged 
to attend all outdoor services on both Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur.
• A donation of $75 per Guest is suggested.

Mon., Sept. 6 
Erev Rosh Hashanah Service 8:00 P.M. on Zoom and YouTube Live 
only
Tues., Sept. 7 
Rosh Hashanah Morning Service 10:00 A.M. on Zoom and You 
Tube Live only
Rosh Hashanah family service 4:30 P.M., outside at Hole in the 
Wall*
Tashlich and Havdalah, directly following family service, about 
5:15 P.M., outside at Hole in the Wall*
symbolically cast off your sins at your favorite body of water in 
person or while on Zoom. Bring your own bread crumbs, shofar, 
Havdalah candle, spices, and wine/juice
* Hole in the Wall 4 Baptist Ln, Niantic, CT 06357

Yom Kippur
Wed., Sept. 15 
Erev Yom Kippur/Kol Nidre Service 8:00 P.M. on Zoom and You-
Tube Live only
Thurs., Sept. 16 
Yom Kippur Morning Service including Yizkor Service 10:00 A.M. 
on Zoom
and YouTube Live only

Yom Kippur Discussion - Facilitated by Andrew Feinstein
This year’s Yom Kippur discussion will focus on the relationship 
between American Reform Jews and Israel. Is Israel an essential 
part of American Reform Judaism? Should our support of Israel be 
conditional on Israel acting in accord with our values? Should we 
expect higher ethical standards from the government of Israel than 

we expect from the Government of the United States? 
Is the unconditional support of the Jewish establish-
ment for Israel eroding commitment to Judaism by 
young people?
Thur., Sept. 16 
Yom Kippur Afternoon/Family Services 5:00 P.M. out-
side McCook Point Park 
andshell** and Zoom and YouTube LiveYom Kippur 
Neilah, directly following family service 6:00 P.M. out-
side McCook Point Park Bandshell** and Zoom and 
You Tube Live
Havdalah outside McCook Point Park Bandshell**
**McCook Point Park Band Shell, 8-10 Atlantic St. 
Niantic, CT 06357

Sukkot
Sukkot Evening Service on zoom, Monday, Sept. 20, 
7:30 P.M.
Sukkot Morning Service on Tuesday, Sept. 21, 10:00 
A.M. we will enjoy an outdoor Sukkot worship. 

Simchat Torah 
Community celebration of the Torah on Zoom, on 
Monday evening, September 27, 7:00 P.M 
Shmini Atzeret/Yizkor Service morning, Tuesday, Sep-
tember 28, at 10:00 A.M. on Zoom and YouTube Live

TBI Preservation Society, Danielson

Nberman@templebethisraelct.org

This year, Temple Beth Israel Preserva-
tion Society will be holding High Holiday 
services online via Zoom. We had planned 
to offer in person services at Temple Beth 
Israel in Danielson with an online option but 
in light of the increased number of Covid-19 
cases caused by the Delta Variant, the Board 
decided to offer services online via Zoom 
only. The services will combine traditional and 
contemporary prayers and blessings.  Par-
ticipation by all who attend is encouraged. 
Details for online participation are posted 
on the Preservation Society website:  www.
templebethisraelct.org

Rosh Hashana Service: Tuesday, Sept. 7, 
9:30 am

Erev Yom Kippur – Kol Nidre: Wednesday, 
Sept 15, 7:00 pm

Yom Kippur Service: Thursday, Sept. 16, 
9:30 am

HOLIDAY CONT. FROM PG 10

By Abigail Klein Leichman, Israel21c
Israeli humanitarian aid organizations SmartAID and IsraAID are 

sending help in the wake of two earthquakes that struck Haiti on Au-
gust 14.

The Haitian government declared a state of emergency after some 
1,300 people died and 5,700 people were injured in a 7.2 magnitude 
quake off the northern coast and a 6.6 magnitude quake in the south 
near Les Cayes collapsed buildings and historic cathedrals.

Rescue and relief efforts are especially urgent because Tropical 
Storm Grace is expected to bring heavy rains and possible flooding and 
mudslides this week.

IsraAID’s initial emergency response team will include Haitian 
former staff members from the organization’s eight years of previ-
ous work in Haiti, who will be joined by Israeli and international team 
members in the coming days.

The team will distribute urgently needed relief items and assess 
additional needs that can be met by its water, sanitation and hygiene 
(WASH) and psychological first aid and mental health experts. IsraAID 
first sent a team to Haiti following a 2010 earthquake that killed more 
than 220,000 people. Its local team also responded to Hurricane Mat-
thew in 2016.

IsraAID CEO Yotam Polizer pledged to “stand shoulder-to-shoulder 

Israeli aid groups respond to Haiti quake

Devastation in Haiti following the August 14, 2021 earthquake. Photo by JCOM via SmartAID

with the Haitians for as long as 
we are needed to build back bet-
ter.”

SmartAID, in partnership 
with Third Wave Volunteers, has 
started sending out small groups 
to assess the affected areas from 
Les Cayes to Jeremie.

“Our aid team is coordinating 
its efforts with local responders 
and other aid agencies on the 
ground and will be offering clean 
water and energy so affected 
families would be able survive 
the first few weeks,” said Smart-
AID Founding Director Shachar 
Zahavi.

“In parallel, our organization 
will be distributing protective 
gear to health workers and first 
responders as Covid-19 is still 
spread across the island.”

mailto:nberman@bermandevalerio.com
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We started our journey to con-
vention by meeting up at Temple 
Emanu-el. Our amazing Advisor, 
Marcia Reinhard, drove our chap-
ter board members to Windsor 
Locks, where we all stayed at the 
Sheraton Hotel at Bradley Airport. 
When we arrived, we changed for 
Shabbat and were welcomed to 
the convention by our Regional 
Directors and Regional Counter-
parts. We had some icebreakers to 
help us all get to know each other 
a little bit before Shabbat dinner 
and services. After dinner, we at-
tended engaging services run by 
the Regional VPs of Jewish Pro-
gramming. After that, we attended 
a team building and training activ-
ity with all of our specific regional 
counterparts and teens from all over the region who hold the same 
positions. This was just an introduction to how we can be the best 
possible board for our chapter. We were given tips and contracts and 
shared our goals for the upcoming programming year. 

After this program, we attended programs called “Separates.” This 
is when we split into two groups--BBGs (B’nai Brith Girls) and AZAs 
(Aleph Zadik Alephs - the boys). These are traditionally referred to 

as sister and brother 
groups, respectively. 
However, as we move 
forward as a society 
in our understand-
ing of gender iden-
tity, BBYO helps all 
teens feel included. 
Therefore, BBGs are 
no longer necessar-
ily “sisters” and AZAs 
are no longer neces-
sarily “brothers.” We 
are “siblings” no mat-
ter our position on 
the gender spectrum. 

In these Separates 
programs, the BBGs 
did a “speed dating” 
icebreaker activity 
where we rotated in 
two different size cir-
cles and were able to 
meet and get to know 
people we’d never 
talked to before. After 
this, we participated 

in a fun program where we recreated awkward family photos. Both of 
these activities helped us all become closer with our fellow BBGs and 
helped new members feel more comfortable at the convention. 

In the AZA program, the boys went through words they thought 
described AZA the best and did it like a March Madness Tournament. 
Three words they chose as a group were “Fraternity,” Courageous and 
Adventurous”. 

After Separates, we all came back together so our Regional Direc-
tors, Josh Cohen and Jenn Kruzansky, could tell us about the year ahead 
and about COVID precautions. Our region is hoping to have an amazing 
in-person programming year, as long as the pandemic conditions stay 
safe enough. We all hope that we are able to safely meet because being 
online this past year and a half has taken a toll on all of us, both inside 
and outside of BBYO. It was truly fantastic to be back as a region, even 
with masks and social distancing precautions. 

The next day, we had a fabulous experience--we got to spend all 

BBYO CONT. FROM PG 1
day at Camp 
Shalom, a 
day camp 
right near the 
airport. We 
loaded onto 
two buses 
and headed 
to camp for 
breakfast and 
a day full of 
fun activities 
and training. 

Once we arrived, we 
had a beautiful out-
door morning service, 
with a visiting rabbi 
who spoke to us about 
the High Holidays. We 
then attended pro-
gramming about how 
to recruit new mem-
bers and how to be as 
welcoming as possi-
ble. We were all in dif-
ferent rotations based 
on our board posi-
tions. My next rotation 
was a ropes course set 
up in the woods for 
us to practice team building and 
have some fun nature-time. Then, 
we all came back together to eat 
lunch. Afterwards, we heard from 

two terrific speakers about con-
sent and inclusivity. It was a very 
informative talk, where we were 
able to speak about what safe and 
healthy relationships look like 
and, comfortably, ask any ques-
tions. 

After this, we all had a few 
hours of free time. It was a good 
time to bond with new friends--
with loose programming of cup-
cake decorating and yoga. It was 
flexible, so that we could spend 
unstructured time with new peo-

ple and get to know each other better. At the camp, there was volley-
ball, basketball, tetherball, and gaga. It was such a warm and welcom-
ing time for everyone, with lots of bonding. For dinner, we had a great 
barbeque of Kosher chicken, burgers, and hot dogs. Following dinner, 
we had a Havdalah Laser Show. We all got to link arms and sing to-
gether; an experience that I’ve missed so much. There was a campfire, 
and after our official Havdalah service was over, we all sat around the 
fire, singing songs, laughing, and enjoying the Laser Show to the very 
end. After a long day at camp, we headed back to our hotel rooms and 
went to bed. 

When we woke up on Sunday, we had breakfast and quickly got to 
work on planning our individual chapter’s programming year and cal-
endar. We also worked on creating a list of prospective members and 

had some time to call a few of them and asked them to become offi-
cial paid members. Becoming a paid member, gets them in the system, 
makes it possible and very easy to attend regional events and helps 
them feel like they are truly part of the group and our chapter. 

Once we finished the programming and membership part, we 

enjoyed a nice lunch of grilled cheese sandwiches, tomato soup and 
salad, followed by BBG and AZA business meetings. Although our busi-
ness meetings this convention were short, we still got plenty of infor-
mation about fun summer programs and got to enjoy the experience of 
the business meeting ritual. 

Unfortunately, once the business meetings were over, it was near-
ing the time to say goodbye. We had cheer circles to end off our amaz-
ing weekend, and then said our farewells. We all headed home to our 
respective areas of the state, with a lot of love in our hearts and a lot 
more tools on our belts for the upcoming programming year. 

We are looking forward to the many wonderful events we have 
coming up over the next few months, to attending our Regional kick-
off, Fall Convention (hopefully) and to welcoming lots of new mem-
bers this year, while also welcoming back our returning members.

During a short break (l-r) Bayla McCaffrey, Sim-
one Lerner, Emmerson Kaye, Max Frischling, and 
Daniel Sapozhnikov were able to meet up for a few 
minutes. Not pictured is Ethan Novick who arrived 
mid day Saturdays.

Emmerson Kaye climbing up to meet a teen 
from Nadav, a chapter in West Hartford.

Group shot at inclusivity & consent talk with Bayla, Ethan and Simone far right and Emmerson center 
left. This was done in three waves so not everyone was there at the same time.

Following dinner, we had a Havdalah Laser Show. We all got to link arms and 
sing together; an experience that I’ve missed so much. There was a campfire, 
and after our official Havdalah service was over, we all sat around the fire, sing-
ing songs, laughing, and enjoying the Laser Show to the very end remaining 
masked the whole time.
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Journey with world-renowned tour manager, Jacob Shoshan.
Accompanying us will be Rabbi Stuart Altshuler, former rabbi

of Beth Jacob in Norwich!
 

Itinerary highlights include:

Join this custom, small-group tour featuring 5-star accommodations

July 6-17, 2022

Contact Marc Bokoff:
860-608-6095 mobile
844-768-2799 office
Marc.Bokoff@CruisePlanners.com

Budapest's Dohany Street Synagogue 
Prague's Jewish Quarter and Cemetery 
Holocaust Memorial Center
Vienna's Jewish Museum 
Optional Shabbat services

Terezin 
Figarohaus
Panoramic tour of Vienna
Cesky Krumlov
Prague's Astronomical Clock

BookThatEscape.com/GroupRegistrations/view/96360

By Gabe Friedman, JTA
Last week, Delta 

Airlines pilot Alexan-
der Kahn flew hun-
dreds of Afghan refu-
gees from Germany 
to Dulles Airport 
outside Washington, 
D.C., as part of a U.S. 
government partner-
ship with commercial 
airlines. It had extra 
special meaning for 
Kahn, as he told CNN, 
for a few reasons — 
first and foremost, his 
own father was a Ho-
locaust survivor who 
immigrated to the U.S. 
in similar fashion.

“I’m the son of an 
immigrant in the Unit-

ed States, my father was a Holocaust survivor, he was liberated from 
Buchenwald concentration camp by Patton’s Third Army and came to 
the United States not much differently than the people that are coming 
to the United States now,” Kahn told Jewish anchor John Berman on 
CNN’s “New Day” on Friday. “He was coming with the clothes on his 
back, no family, no English skills, and had to start life over again. Luck-
ily he was starting life over in the land of opportunity.”

It was easy to ‘put myself in their position’

Alexander Kahn on CNN, Aug. 27, 2021. 
(Screen shot from Twitter)

When asked how he felt on 
board, Kahn said that he was able 
to “put myself in their position.”

“This is going to be a fright-
ening experience for them, but 
it has the potential to be an ex-
cellent experience for them. My 
father made it into the United 
States, learned English, put him-
self through school, became a 
doctor, and years later actually 
was back in West Germany as a 
physician for the U.S. army…at 
the tail end of the Cold War,” he 
said.

The Ramstein Air Base in Germany was where Kahn flew his first 
plane in training, and it’s where he flew the Delta flight of refugees 
fleeing the Taliban.

Kahn noted that the flight’s attendants prepared for the trip the 
night before by using their own money to buy things for the Afghan 
flyers, such as diapers, books, candy, and other supplies, “because we 
knew these evacuees were coming with no opportunity to prepare,” 
he said.

Berman asked what Kahn would tell his passengers years from 
now if he had the chance.

“I think I’d probably ask them, how’s their experience? Have they 
been able to reach goals that they never dreamed possible? And to give 
them hope, to show them that we are a land of legal immigrants, and 
this is what built the United States. We’re a generous country because 
we’re a generous people, and the future is theirs,” Kahn said.

JFEC Office Schedule for September
CLOSED

Labor Day - Sept. 6
Rosh Hashana - Sept. 7-8
Erev Yom Kippur - Sept. 15  
     close at 1pm

Yom Kippur - Sept. 16
Sukkot - Sept. 21-22
Shmini Atzeret - Sept. 28
Simchat Torah - Sept. 29
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ASNER CONT. ON PG 15

136 Sachem Street
Norwich CT 06360

860-889-2374
Fax 860-886-2396

Memorial

Hadassah Eastern CT
We’d love to hear from you. 
Please feel free to call or write.

● President: Karen Bloustine bloustinek@gmail.com
860-326-6377

● Membership: Moira Ross moira29ross@hotmail.com
● Donations: Treas. Vicki Seroussi 2 Mitchell Ct 

Norwich, CT 06360
● Cards/Certificates: Kim Fischburg kimfischburg@gmail.com

860-608-9223

   Follow us on Facebook  

Mark and Nadine Lipman of Waterford are 
etremely excited to announce the marriage 
of two of their three sons this past summer!!! 
Youngest son Matthew Lipman married Christina Dewey 
on June 26, 2021 in Boston, MA. They live in Providence, 
RI, where Matt operates his own business BUMP SET CRE-
ATIVE, which offers web design and complementing creative 
services. Christina (who is maintaining her maiden name) 
is a software designer for UPPABABY, a maker of innovative, 
high-quality strollers and car seats.

Middle son Dan Lipman married Jessica Wasserman on August 
12, 2021 in Hartford, CT. They live in Vernon, CT where both are em-
ployed by ACCENTURE, a multinational Fortune 500 company that 
provides consulting and professional services.

Family photo was taken at Matt and Christina’s wedding overlook-
ing Boston Harbor: Mark, Nadine, Dan, Jessica, Matt, Christina and 
oldest son Phil.

Lipman Weddings

AUTO  |  HOME  |  COMMERCIAL  |  MARINE  
 
 
 
 

 
ANDREW J. LEVINE 

Owner, Producer, 40+ Years Experience 
 

221 Boston Post Rd.                                  860-739-4444 Office 
P.O. Box 339                860-739-6861 Fax 
East Lyme, CT 06333               andy@ligct.com  

L E V I N E   

INSURANCE GROUP, LLC 

Ed Asner, the Emmy award-winning Jewish actor 
who trademarked a gruff, flawed, and loving persona 
as Lou Grant in “The Mary Tyler Moore Show” and co-
starred in the Pixar fan favorite animated movie “Up,” 
died at the age of 91 on August 29, 2021.

“We are sorry to say that our beloved patriarch 
passed away this morning peacefully,” the family said 
Sunday on Asner’s Twitter account. “Words cannot ex-
press the sadness we feel. With a kiss on your head — 
Goodnight dad. We love you.”

Asner, who once told The Forward he was “too much 
of a Jewish bourgeoisie” to play conventional roles, was an estab-
lished character actor when he signed on in 1970 to “The Mary Tyler 
Moore” show to play her boss at a local TV news operation in Min-
neapolis.

There were occasional hints throughout the Mary Tyler Moore 
series that the Lou Grant character was Jewish. In one episode, a 
toxic character suggests he get together with Mary Richard’s friend, 
Rhoda Morgenstern, who is explicitly Jewish, because they’re both 
“earthy.”

In 1977, after the Minneapolis TV station fires all but one of the 
fictional “Mary Tyler Moore” characters, the Lou Grant character 
moves to Los Angeles to helm a print newsroom in a spinoff show 
“Lou Grant.” Asner is the only actor to have won Emmys for playing 
the same character in two series.

The hour-long “Lou Grant,” considered one of the truest TV 
depictions of how news is gathered, abandoned the light sardonic 
touch its sitcom predecessor had in depicting journalists. In a news-
room modeled on the Washington Post depicted in 1976 in “All the 
President’s Men,” Grant’s character template was Harry Rosenfeld, 
the Post’s Jewish city editor known for simultaneously berating and 
nurturing young reporters.

Each episode grappled with an ethical dilemma. In one memo-
rable episode based on a true story, a reporter assigned a profile of 
a local neo-Nazi discovers that he is Jewish. The neo-Nazi beseech-
es the reporter not to reveal the truth; the reporter consults with 
Grant, who counsels her to include the information. The neo-Nazi 
kills himself, and Grant and the reporter are left to wonder if they 
made the right decision.

With such open-ended stories, “Lou Grant” heralded the transi-
tion from the pat moralistic TV dramatic fare that prevailed until 
the 1970s to the more fraught and ambiguous fare that has flour-
ished since the 1980s. CBS canceled the series in 1982; it claimed 
ratings was a factor, but conservative groups had threatened to boy-
cott the network because of Asner’s real-life activism. As president 
of the Screen Actors Guild, Asner spoke out against the Reagan ad-
ministration’s backing of right-wing insurgents in Central America.

As Asner aged, many of his characters were more explicitly Jew-
ish, from Joe Danzig, a worn-out principal at a troubled inner-city 
high school in “The Bronx Zoo,” in 1988, to Sid Weinberg, the abu-
sive stepfather in the recent “Ka-
rate Kid” reboot, “Cobra Kai.”

Asner acted until the end, 
and the Internet Movie Data-
base lists more than a dozen 
roles that are in production or 
post-production, or that had 
yet to film. Beginning in 2016, 
he toured the country playing a 
Holocaust survivor in “The Soap 
Myth,” a run interrupted by the 
coronavirus pandemic.

As a public persona, Asner 
was unabashedly Jewish. In 
1981, he headlined a PBS docu-
mentary on Passover, and in 

Ed Asner, proudly Jewish  
actor, dies at 91

2012, he made a Jewish Hanuk-
kah pitch for a charity that dis-
tributes cattle to impoverished 
communities. He joined Jewish 
Voice for Peace initiatives in 
speaking out against Israel’s oc-
cupation of the West Bank.

“I’m amazed by Israel’s mili-
taristic achievements and ac-
complishments, and yet I think 
I gloried more at the Jewish im-
age of the Children of the Book,” 
he told the Los Angeles Jewish 
Journal in 2005, after receiving 
an activism award from a Jew-
ish group.

In 2019, Asner narrated “The 
Tattooed Torah,” an animated 
version of the children’s Holo-
caust education tale. “This little 
Torah is the story of our people, 
tattoos and all,” Asner says in 
the narration.

Grant, born and raised in 
Kansas City to Jewish immi-
grant parents, told interview-
ers that his parents practiced a 
“midwestern” form of Orthodox 
Judaism, observing many of 
the religious laws but driving to 
synagogue. More substantially, 
he said they instilled in him a 
belief that Jewish practice was 
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Rosh Hashanah on Labor Day TEDDY WEINBERGER
© 2021, Teddy Weinberger

The rare overlap of Rosh Hashanah with Labor Day calls for some 
kind of reflection. Is there a connection between a holiday that cel-
ebrates the American Labor movement and the Jewish New Year? I 
think that there is. On Rosh Hashanah, as the famous un’saneh tokef 
prayer says, God judges the world: “Who will be rich, who will be poor, 
who will be brought low, who will be raised high.” On Rosh Hashanah, 
therefore, we are reminded that the extent of our success is often be-
yond our control. When God tells Adam that he is fated to work for 
a living (see Gen. 3.19), God does not promise that there will always 
be a close correlation between effort and reward. For example, doz-
ens of factors go into whether or not a proposal that you worked on 
for several months will be accepted, including whether or not, on the 
morning that the committee met to review your project, one person 
had stomach trouble and another had fought with their spouse. From 
a certain perspective this lack of control is very frustrating, but ulti-
mately, it’s incredibly freeing. Ask any sports psychologist whether or 
not their client should think of the outcome of their movements or just 
be in the moment. Our labor is our hishtadlus (effort) and what we are 
supposed to do; the financial rewards for our labor are, according to 
a traditional view of Rosh Hashanah, written by God into the Book of 
Life for the coming New Year.

Okay, that was the d’var Torah portion of this column. Now to the 
aspect of Rosh Hashanah falling out on an American national holiday.  
On the one hand, this is a rare opportunity for Americans to experi-
ence what Israelis take for granted: In Israel, holiday eves are quasi 
holidays (officially, the eve of Rosh Hashanah is a 5-hour workday, but 
in practice many workers find creative ways to take the whole day off, 

such as by adding an hour each 
day to the previous work week).  
It turns out, however, based on 
conversations with a number of 
my fellow American coreligion-
ists, that Rosh Hashanah on La-
bor Day is not something that 
most American Jews are happy 
about. One factor is that there is 
a major scheduling problem for 
those Jewish children who are 
in school districts that typically 
start the day after Labor Day 
(and that typically do not recess 
for Rosh Hashanah). Parents and 
students do not want Jewish chil-
dren to miss out on the first day 
of school. 

Another factor has to do with 
Jewish at-homeness in America. 
Labor Day is an American holiday 
where Jews can do what all other 
Americans do: celebrate “with 
picnics, cookouts, and probably 
concerts,” as one of my respon-
dents put it. If it was up to them, 
American Jews would prefer to 

juggle the observance of the Jewish New Year 
within “regular” American time in exchange 
for the opportunity to have a full, non-Rosh-
Hashanah-shortened Labor Day.

In many ways, it’s the eves of holidays 
(including Fridays--Sabbath eves) that sepa-
rate Israeli society from American society. 
These are liminal days, between the profane 
and the holy, that facilitate the transition 
from one period into another. And since, as 
it turns out, American Jews will not be getting the choice of whether 
or not to begin Rosh Hashanah on Labor Day this year, I trust that you 
will make the most of this Israeli-like situation and enter the New Year 
already in a festive mood.  Shana Tova!

inseparable from activism.
“I was raised to believe that giving back to your community is the 

good and right way above all, and that we were needed to uphold 
the faith, and if we upheld it, we would be doing right,” he told the 
Jewish Journal.

Grant was at times a go-to villain: Playing a murderous thief in 
1975 and again in 2012, he is perhaps the only actor to straddle the 
original “Hawaii Five-O” action TV series and its most recent itera-
tion.

But his trademark was a deeply flawed character who finds re-
demption in an unlikely place or relationship. In the “Mary Tyler 
Moore” pilot, Grant badgers job applicant Mary Richards with per-
sonal questions: Why did she never marry, what religion is she? 
When she stands up for herself and says his questions are inap-
propriate, Grant delivers the one-two that would come to define his 

ASNER CONT. FROM PG 14

Asner as newspaper editor Lou Grant in “The Mary Tyler Moore 
Show,” circa 1975. (Silver Screen Collection/Getty Images)

characters.
“You know what? You’ve got spunk,” says Asner, as Grant. 

Moore, as Richards, grins. Grant follows up: “I hate spunk.” Yet he 
hires her.

He reprised that journey, from cynic to believer, in 2009’s “Up,” 
the Disney/Pixar feature in which he voices Carl Fredricksen, an 
elderly man broken and em-
bittered by widowerhood and 
a modern world seemingly 
intent on crushing him, who 
embarks on a balloon jour-
ney to South America with a 
young stowaway.

Like his characters, he told 
The Forward in 2012 that he 
had experienced an arc from 
self-righteousness to self-
questioning.

“My self-examination 
could have been more rigor-
ous,” he said. “I could have 
been braver, better, more re-

From left to right: Ed Asner, Liba Vaynberg, Ned Eisenberg and Tovah Feldshuh in a reading of “The Soap 
Myth” at the B’nai Jeshurun synagogue in New York, Jan. 23, 2019. (Diane Bondareff)
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hearsed for life.”
Asked if he had a wish, he 

told the Jewish newspaper: 
“Bury my ashes in Mount Sco-
pus.”
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