
hear briefly from    
Federation lead-
ership about how 
important your 
annual donation 
is to the Federa-
tion’s Campaign. 
President Gabe 
Stern, Campaign 
Chair Scott Wolfe, 
and Executive Di-
rector Carin Savel will share with participants the impact your contri-
butions have on Federation programs. 

Everyone will be entered into an ice cream sundae contest and be 
eligible to win fun prizes.

The cost to attend the Ice Cream Social is $18 per person. You must 
register to attend. The deadline to register is Wed., August 4. 

There are two ways to register – 
1. Online by going to the JFEC.com website. Go to event date 

on the calendar at the bottom of the home page and click 
on “JFEC Annual Kickoff – Ice Cream Social” and follow the 
directions to register. You will be given the choice to pay lo-
cally, at the door; or on the website using PayPal. Everyone 
who is attending from one family must register individually. 
Online is the preferred way to register.

2. Email office@jfec.com using subject line Ice Cream Social 
and provide your name and phone number and how many 
people are attending in your family. You may pay at the door 
with cash or mail a check made payable to JFEC, to 28 Chan-
ning St., New London, CT 06320. In the memo line of the 
check be sure to write Ice Cream Social.
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Jewish Leader scheduling update

For all those who can’t wait to receive their next issue of the 
Leader, you will be happy to know that the Leader will publish an 
issue on July 23. When the 2021 publication schedule was origi-
nally set at the beginning of the year, there was no July 23 issue. 

For those who submit articles on a regular basis or an occa-
sional one, the deadline for the July 23 issue is Friday, July 16. 
Email Mimi Perl at mimi@jfec.com with your articles.

Summer is here which means hot and often times humid weather. 
There are many people at risk of getting sick or even dying from the 
heat. Excessive heat, without air conditioning could affect those with 
congestive heart failure, COPD, allergies, asthma, and sleep apnea. 
Heatstroke is most likely to affect older people who live in apartments 
or homes lacking air conditioning or good airflow. 

For almost two decades JFEC’s Operation Cool Down has been help-
ing those at risk secure air conditioners to combat heat and illness. 

The Jewish Federation would like to thank its sponsors who have 
helped Operation Cool Down provide 25 air conditioners so far in 
2021. Corporate sponsors to date include Lawrence+Memorial Hos-
pital, CPW Corp aka Pizzarama, Norwich Rotary Foundation Inc., Core-
Plus Credit Union, Fiddleheads Food Co-op, Grand & Water Antiques, 
Dime Bank Foundation, Inc., New London Rotary Foundaton Inc. Fam-
ily sponsors to date include Karen Dinsfriend, Kim & Kenn Fischburg, 
Terry Ziegler.

Contact help@jfec.com to have an application sent to you via email 
or contact 860-442-8062 to have an application mailed.

For more information, or to support this critical program, please 
contact communityservices@jfec.com.

Friends Paula Duckworth (l) and Randa Ramsey stopped by to pick 
up an air conditioner for Randa’s aunt who is unable to get out in 
this hot, humid weather due to her severe asthma. Randa’s aunt 
completed an application and supplied a letter from her doctor 
explaining why she would benefit from an AC. Also pictured is the 
Jewish Federation’s Community Service Coordinator Carly Luft who 
is heading up Operation Cool Down this year..

Operation Cool Down

Finally! With so many people 
vaccinated, the Jewish Federa-
tion of Eastern CT is ready to go 
live with its first in-person event 
since March 2020. The Federa-
tion can’t think of a better way to 
reconnect with friends and fam-
ily than by hosting an ice cream 
social on Sunday, August 8, 
2021 from 4:30-6:30 PM at the 
Hygienic Art Park at 79 Bank 
Street in New London. In addi-
tion to on-street parking, there is 
the municipal parking lot located 
one block behind the Hygienic 
and is reachable by turning onto 
Golden Street from Bank.

In addition to delicious ice 
cream allowing everyone to enjoy 
a dish of plain vanilla or a dish of 
your favorite flavor all dressed 
up with your preferred toppings, 
participants will be able to enjoy 
the music of local rock band 
Rock King Rowe made up of lo-
cal musicians Chris Rock, Dan 
King, and Jonathan Rowe. Best 
of all you’ll be able to schmooze 
while enjoying your ice cream 
sundaes. 

During the event you will 

You’re invited to an ice cream social!

By Carin Savel, JFEC Executive Director
We have just finished celebrating a long Inde-

pendence Day weekend. I found myself reflecting on 
freedom.

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 
men are created equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Hap-
piness...”

Our founders declared that freedom was not only 
a core principle of this country, but also a spiritual 

With freedom comes responsibility
truth and a human right. From a political perspec-
tive, giving freedom and power to the people to 
self-govern flips the script of the hierarchy of pow-
er that defines most other forms of government.

The sacred obligation, the mitzvah (command-
ment) to create and repair, begins, of course, with 
freedom. One who has no agency over one’s own 
actions cannot ultimately be held accountable for 
them.

Eleanor Roosevelt put it simply and clearly 

By Shira Siloff, Jeremy Sharon, Jerusalem Post 
In a powerful blow to the new government, the contentious citizen-

ship law was narrowly defeated early Tuesday, July 6 in the Knesset 
with 59 MKs voting in favor, and 59 against, meaning the temporary 
law was not renewed.

Two coalition MKs from Ra’am abstained, according to a deal 
worked out within the coalition, but rebel Yamina MK Amichai Chikli 
voted with the opposition without warning his party, toppling the law.

Interior Minister Ayelet Shaked said on Tuesday night in an inter-

Opposition accused of ‘petty politics’  
as Citizenship Law falls

view with Channel 12 that she in-
tended to bring the law back for 
another vote in the coming weeks 
and said she believed a majority 
could be secured for it.

The Citizenship and Entry into 
Israel Law, passed in 2003 as a 

FREEDOM CONT. ON PG 13
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Candle Lighting for Eastern CT area

Energy Saving  
Windows & Doors! 

Order Factory Direct! 

Vinyl Replacement &  
New Construction Windows 

          Storm Windows & Commercial Aluminum 

Professional Installation Available 

Railings & Fences of Many Styles 

860.848.9258 • www.alltimemfg.com 

Since 1946 

JOIN US – WE LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU! 
860.442.0418 • office@bethel-nl.org • bethel-nl.org

SERVICES
•  Daily Minyan
•  Shabbat Services
•  Holidays

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS 
•  Educational Presentations
•   JETI (Jewish, Education, Theology and 

Information) talks by local speakers
•  Lunch & Learn with the Rabbi

SOCIAL EVENTS
•  Distanced Holiday Gatherings
•  Musical Events
•  Curbside Meal Offerings
•  Schmooze Before & After Zoom Events

TECHNOLOGY. 
TRADITION. 
TORAH.
Congregation Beth El is  
welcoming new members. 
During this time of Covid 
our congregation is more 
active than ever through the 
safety of Zoom and offers a 
wide variety of options for 
everyone.

By Jane Kaufman, Cleveland Jewish News
The National Education Association soundly defeated a measure 

that would have called on the U.S. to stop providing financial support 
to Israel’s military.

The measure that called on the U.S. “to stop arming and supporting 
Israel and Saudi Arabia” was defeated July 3 with just 23% of the 8,000 
delegates at the NEA’s 2021 virtual assembly voting in favor.

The defeat was no surprise to Patrick Crabtree, chair of the NEA’s 
Jewish Affairs Caucus. Crabtree, who has served on the NEA’s board of 
directors but was not a delegate at this year’s assembly, had previously 
predicted the article would be defeated.

“Like I said, it went down in flames. It was overwhelmingly disap-
proved,” Crabtree told the Cleveland Jewish News.

Meanwhile, the NEA, which is the nation’s largest teacher’s union, 
tabled another pro-Palestinian measure until the next assembly in 
2022. That measure would have implemented an education campaign 
for NEA members and members “about the history, culture, and strug-
gles of Palestinians, including the detention and abuse of children in 
the Occupied Palestinian Territory.”

However, Crabtree said that this was by no means the last time 
these measures will come up.

“You can bet both of these issues will brought up next year,” Crab-
tree said. “Every year they try to bring up something like this. This 
year it was a little more egregious than usual.”

NEA defeats measure urging US to stop supporting Israel

Item 29 - The National Education Association defeated New Business Item 29 at its 2021 virtual assem-
bly on July 3. | Screensthot
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Senior Connections
 
 
 

 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Reservations 
required.  

Please call 
Carly @ (860) 

444-6333 

 All Kosher Hot 
Lunches (KHL) 
begin @ 12:30.  
 

Suggested KHL 
donation is 

$3.00 

 1. 
 

2. 3.  

4.

 

5. Office Closed 
Independence 
Day    

6.  7. 8. 
12:00 deadline to 
order food for 
7/12 

9. 10. 

11.  12. 
The Works - 
Falafel Wrap  
Half Wrap and Side 
Salad  

13. 
 

14. 15. 
12:00 deadline to 
order food for 
7/19 

16. 17. 

18. 19. 
Tuna Grinder  

20. 21. 
12:00 Deadline 
to reserve your 
spot for Lunch in 
Niantic on 7/28 

22. 
12:00 deadline to 
order food for 
7/26 

23. 24. 

25. 26. 
Specialty 
Eggplant Wrap  
Half Wrap and Side 
Salad 

27. 28. 
11:30 am Lunch 
in Niantic  
Café Sol w/Dessert 
at Gum Drops and 
Lollipops 

29. 30.   
 

31. 

 July 2021 Senior Connections  

It’s hot and sunny and the trees are blooming. Why not go outside 
and soak up some fresh air and get your daily dose of vitamin D? For 
this season, we are going to have our Senior Hot Lunch outside again 
at Bates Woods Park, catered by Pick Pockets (Groton) and Pizzarama 
(New London). Come see old friends and make some new ones as well.

We are requesting a suggested donation of $3.00 per person for 
each lunch.

Lunch and Kibbitz – Mondays at 12:30 pm
Deadline to reserve your meal is at 12 noon on the Thursday before 

the Monday lunch.
All events take place at: Bates Woods Park, 80 Chester St. New 

London, CT 06230.

July 12 -- The Works Wrap -- Half of a Wrap 
and a Garden Salad on the Side -- Falafel, Hummus 
Lettuce, Tomato, Tabouleh, and Tahina Dressing in 
a wrap.

July 19 -- Tuna 
Grinder -- Tuna Fish 
Salad on a grinder roll 

with Lettuce and Tomato
July 26 -- Specialty Eggplant Wrap -- 

Half of a Wrap and a Garden Salad -- Fried 
Eggplant, Hummus, Lettuce, Tomato, Cucum-
bers, Carrots, Feta Cheese, Onions, Roasted 
Red Peppers, with House Balsamic Dressing.

August 2 -- Meatless Grinder -- Grinder 
with Lettuce, Tomatoes, Onions, and cheese.

August 9 -- Specialty Falafel Half Wrap 
and Salad -- Falafel with Hummus, Lettuce, 

Tomato, Cucumbers, Carrots, Feta Cheese, Onions, Roasted Red Pep-
pers with our House Balsamic Vinaigrette.

August 16 -- Tuna Salad -- Tuna Fish Salad over a Bed of Lettuce 
topped with Tomatoes, Cucumbers and Onions.

August 23 -- Pick Pocket Wrap -- Half of a Wrap and a Garden 
Salad -- Breaded Egg Plant topped with Fresh Mozzarella Cheese, Let-

Lunch and Kibbitz continues

tuce, Roasted Red Peppers with our House Balsamic Dressing.
August 30 -- Meatless Grinder -- Meatless Grinder served with 

Cheese, Lettuce, Tomatoes and Onions

Events
Wed., July 28: Café Sol Lunch and Dessert on your own in Niantic. 

346 Main Street, Niantic, CT -- Meet you there at 11:30 am!
We will have a light healthy lunch amongst the flowers at Café Sol. 

Followed by a trip down memory lane with ice cream at Gumdrops & 
Lollipops, a 50’s-themed candy and 
ice cream shop on the water. All 
reservations must be in by Wed., 
July 21 at 12 noon.

Wed., Aug. 25 Water Street Cof-
fee House, Lunch on your own at 13 
Washington Street #1, New Lon-
don, CT. Meet you there at 11:30 
am!

Come join us at the Water 
Street Café for lunch and some 
sun. All reservations must be 
in by Wed., August 18 at 12:00 
noon.

Stuff you need to know 
about our events

Carly’s Schedule – Please call 
Carly at 860-444-6333, Monday 
through Friday 9:00 AM to 3:00 
PM for all reservations or ques-
tions regarding Senior Services. 
We have limited space available, 
so please call as soon as possible 
to make sure you get a seat or re-
serve a spot for one of our excit-
ing trips or one of our lunches.

By Simone Lerner
Hello Eastern CT. My name 

is Simone Lerner, and I am the 
new Mazkirah (VP of Communi-
cations) for our JFEC sponsored 
Yachad BBYO chapter. As Jack 
Haynes told you in the last edi-
tion of the Jewish Leader, I will be 
taking over this role as he gradu-
ates and moves onto his college 
career. I am looking forward to 
keeping you updated on all of 
Yachad BBYO’s events and adven-
tures in the coming year.

To start off, on Friday, June 25, 
Yachad BBYO held a very senti-
mental event--it was a farewell 
to all of our graduating seniors. 
Although we’re all so sad to see 
them go, this event celebrated 
our seniors and all the love that 
Yachad BBYO members have for 
each other. Our Senior Farewell 
was from 3-5 pm on a beautiful 
day at Harkness Park. We had a 

Yachad begins a new “chapter”
great turn out, especially in underclassman. To members of Yachad, it 
shows the very bright future that our chapter has ahead of us. 

It is an annual tradition of the chapter to give the seniors gifts at the 
end of the year. This year, our three juniors on board--Ethan Novick, 
Bayla McCaffrey, and myself, Simone Lerner, planned this event and 
decided upon the gifts. We chose tee shirts with the school colors of 
the college each individual senior is attending next year. We started 
off our event at Harkness by writing messages for the seniors on their 
new shirts by which they will remember us. 

After decorating the shirts, our advisor, Marcia Reinhard, arrived 
with pizza for us from Pizzetta in Mystic. Our other advisor, Rebecca 
Reinhard, works at Pizzetta and got us the “Friends and Family Dis-
count.” Thank you, Beca. 

Following the food, we had a very important and sentimental cer-
emony called Giving Life. The seniors were given the opportunity to 
speak, and give a dedication to their Past, Present, and Future. To fur-
ther explain--seniors would dedicate each of these categories to a per-
son or multiple people in our chapter who have especially influenced 
their lives. An optional part of the Life ceremony is giving away their 
old BBYO merchandise to the people to whom they are making their 
dedication. One of our seniors, Hannah Linder, chose to do this part 
of the ceremony. For every piece of merchandise she gave out she had 
picked a specific recipient. 

After the seniors spoke, Marcia Reinhard officially welcomed them 
as lifetime members of Yachad BBYO. Although they are leaving for 

college soon, our seniors will always have Yachad in their hearts, will 
always be a part of our chapter and welcomed back anytime they visit. 

The next thing we did at our event was the installation of our new 
board. At our last event, on May 22, as Jack had explained in his last 
article, we elected our new Yachad board. However, we did not install 
the new board at that time. Traditionally it is done at the Senior Fare-
well event. Our now former president, Hannah Linder, discharged the 
current board, excluding herself, and then installed our new president, 
Ethan Novick. He then discharged her, and installed our new board-
-Simone Lerner, Bayla McCaffrey, Emmerson Kaye, Daniel Sapozh-
nikov, and Max Frischling. 

Following installations, to wrap up our event, we had a fun “Os-
car” themed activity. We awarded attendees lighthearted personalized 
awards and gave them gold plastic Oscar trophies. Everyone really en-
joyed this, and we all found the humor at the awards. It was a great 
laughter-filled way to end an event that definitely made some shed a 
few sentimental tears. 

Although I didn’t actually cry, I’ll admit that I got choked up at some 
points during this event. Our Yachad community is so close to each 
other that it feels more like family. I will miss all of our graduating se-
niors so much and can confidently say that the rest of Yachad will too. 
We wish them all the best of luck as they continue on their journey and 
are so grateful that we were a big part of it up to this point. I cannot 
wait to see the great things they will do, and I look forward to seeing 
them when they return back home! 
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The Jewish Federation is looking for a few dedicated and com-
mitted volunteers to help out at the New London Community Meal 
Center on the third Monday of every month from 4 pm – 6:30 pm 
beginning July 19. The meal center is located in New London at 12 
Montauk Avenue.

The New London Community Meal Center provides lunch five days 
a week and dinner six days a week.  It is estimated that it serves 75,000 
meals a year! For additional information about the meal center go to 
their website https://nlcommunitymealcenter.org/

We are hoping to get a group of volunteers, especially folks who 
have not previously committed any time to the meal center, who will 
come every month and help. It’s a rewarding experience. 

For more information or to join us please contact: Scott Wolfe 
scottfwolfe14@gmail.com or Erica McCaffrey rmccaffrey@snet.
net.

JFEC Social Action –  
Are you available?

By Marcia Reinhard, JFEC Ass’t Director
As I wrote in our last edition of the Jewish Leader, our Jr Youth 

Group kids had a fabulous time playing mini golf at Copper Creek 
which is on the premises of Nature’s Art Village, and then going for 
lunch at David’s Place across the road. We had some new people, some 
regulars and everyone enjoyed getting to know each other and recon-
necting with old friends.

Since our event in June was such a huge success and the kids were 
deprived of any in-person events all year, I spoke with some of them 
and we decided to have an in-person gathering at my house on Sunday, 
July 25 at 5:30pm. We will have pizza, drinks, dessert, and a bonfire. 

We do not usually have events in the summer however these are ex-
tenuating circumstances. I am happy to bring the Jr Youth Group kids 
together again and then have our annual kick-off sometime in either 
September in-between the high holidays or right after them, in Octo-
ber, as long as COVID stays at bay. 

The cost for this event is $5 per child. Parents can pay by cash or 
check (made payable to JFEC) when they drop their child at Marcia’s 
house.

Parents and children aged 10-14, in 5th through 8th grade, please 
mark your calendar for Sunday, July 25 from 5:30pm-7:30pm when we 
will gather together at my house in Mystic for fun, frolic, food, friend-
ship, and a bonfire. Details to come out in a flyer very soon. 

Please RSVP to Marcia by Friday, July 23 at mreinhard@jfec.com 
or 860-235-4719.

Fourth graders, you will begin joining the youth group in January of 
2022. It’s around the corner.

Looking forward to seeing many of you at my house on July 25 at 
5:30pm. Address will be provided once you sign up. See you then!

Jr Youth Group is back  
to in-person events

Thames River Heritage Park
one river.  a thousand stories.

Thamesriverheritagepark.org

One River. Four Tours.
Aboard our Navy Utility Boats

Submarines, Battlefields, 
& Betrayers
MILITARY LIFE ON THE THAMES
Stories of legendary heroes, 
infamous traitors, and extraordinary 
feats of tactical brilliance.
 

Suffragettes, Puppeteers, 
& Patriots
WOMEN OF THE THAMES
Hear stories of local women who 
have made significant contributions 
throughout history to the economic,
cultural, educational and social fabric 
of the Thames River communities.

Water, Wampum, 
& Medicine Wheels 
MOHEGAN LIFE ON THE THAMES
Tribal members will share stories about 
how crucial the Thames River was for 
food, wildlife, transportation, and trade 
beginning in the late 16th century. 

Blowholes, Blubber, 
& Breaches
WHALING TALES ON THE THAMES
More than 1,100 whaling voyages 
embarked from the city. The industry 
created great wealth and opportunity, 
as well as great misery for many.

Tours leave from City Pier in New London and run approximately 75 minutes.
Food and beverages, including alcohol, welcome.

For schedules, tickets, and tour details go to 
ThamesRiverHeritagePark.org/boat-tours. 

Purchase tickets in advance to guarantee a seat. 

Make the park experience complete with a visit to some of 
the historic sites on both shores. Board our water taxi at one 
of our three landing sites in New London and Groton for a 
hop-on hop-off harbor cruise. Go to water taxi on our website.

Custom Tub & Shower
Enclosures

  • Design & Installation
  • All-Glass Enclosures

Expert Mirror Design &
Installation

  • Visit Our Showroom

151 Jefferson Avenue • New London, CT 06320
Phone (860) 442-0373 • Fax (860) 442-1356

SERVING SOUTHEASTERN CONNECTICUT
FOR OVER 60 YEARS

FULL  SERVICE  GLASS  SPECIALISTS

CO., INC
Ruby Glass

https://nlcommunitymealcenter.org/
mailto:scottfwolfe14@gmail.com
mailto:rmccaffrey@snet.net
mailto:rmccaffrey@snet.net
mailto:mreinhard%40jfec.com%20?subject=Jr%20Youth%20Group%207-25-21
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    By  

Artie
  Dean

A soldier’s requiem on the 4th
Robbie Buckholtz sat on a bench on the Ocean Beach boardwalk. 

The sun, by now low on the horizon, played peekaboo with the clouds, 
warming Robbie’s neck, and bathing the sand in crimson light. The 
Orient Point ferry was making its way down the channel towards State 
Pier, while fishermen anchored near shore, hoping to catch a few strip-
ers before sun set.

The steady stream of departing bathers waned until the beach was 
nearly deserted. The cold sweat on Robbie’s neck sent a shiver down 
his spine. Robbie reached into his pocket and pulled out the certified 
letter he had been carrying for the past five hours, unwilling to open 
the missive from Madison & Whitfield, divorce attorneys par excel-
lence.

I’ve really blown it this time. His thoughts ran to the past two 
months, sleeping in his car, unable to bring himself to face Doreen. The 
memory of that drunken night at Foxwoods, when he’d lost their life 
savings, pecked at his conscience, the memory of betting everything 
on his wife’s birthday a caustic reminder of his worthlessness.

He watched as a family of six lugged their belongings off the beach, 
the four young children scampering towards the ice cream concession 
in delight as the parents smiled. 

Wonder what Rachel will say when she finds out.
The music from the carousel ceased, the silence unnerving, as two 

men began shutting down the rides at the end of a long July 4 shift. His 
thoughts drifted to his own predicament.

No wife, no house, no money. At an age when most of his classmates 
from New London High were retiring and buying condos in Florida, he 
had blown it all in his typical “Go for Broke,” manner. Only this time, 
the metaphor not only described his attitude towards life, but his net 
worth as well.

The explosion of firecrackers in the direction of Alewife Cove made 
him reflexively duck for cover and roll, much as he had in the jungles 
of Vietnam, when all he could think of was survival. He rose from the 
boardwalk and glanced furtively around, relieved that the two cops 
chatting near the arcade seemed oblivious. All those fancy shrinks, the 
years of therapy, for what? He’d tried to live a normal life, certainly he 
had, but after two tours in Nam his brain seemed to be hard wired 
for the adrenaline rush of excitement. Whether his near-death experi-
ences led him to a life lived on the edge, only his maker could know, 
but now, as Robbie sat alone on that Ocean Beach bench, he looked out 
past Fisher’s Island, and imagined if perhaps he’d be better off as fish 
food. He wondered how many rocks he’d need to put in his pockets to 
keep him down, wondered if, as his grandfather always said, “there’s a 
better world waiting for you.”

As he pondered the techniques he might use, an image of his daugh-
ter, Rachel, as a toddler, rose before him. He tried to remember the 
sound of her laughter all those years ago, when he still had a steady 
job, before his demons had come to reclaim him. 

“Tell me another choose you own adventure story, Daddy,” she 
would say, and he’d lie there beside her in her room and spin yarns 
until she’d drift off to sleep in his arms.

“You’re throwing your life away for a country that won’t appreciate 
it,” his Dad had said that day Robbie enlisted in the Marines. “God put 
you here for a reason. If you drop out of college you’ll turn out a good 
for nothing bum.”

Could it be that everything he’d done since then was designed to 
prove the old man wrong? And yet here he sat alone on a wooden 
bench, the roar of the surf filling his ears. He stood now, his eyes fo-
cused on Race Rock, and ventured onto the sand, striding with cer-
tainty towards the water’s edge.

*** 

Doris Shwartzwald sat on a 
bench at Ocean Beach Park, her 
childhood home only blocks away 
on Montauk Avenue. She’d spent 
the last twenty years as a bond 
trader on Wall Street, sacrificing 
everything to climb the corporate 
ladder. At 50, with a bank account 
of prodigious proportions, she 
had come to the realization that 
her apartment overlooking Cen-
tral Park, her wealth, her career, 
none of it had made her happy. 
Have I really done a worthwhile 
thing in my life? 

A confrontation in her mid-
dle school cafeteria rose in her 
memory. An altercation where 
she’d tried to sit at the ‘cool girls’ 
table,’ and the most popular boy 
in school, seeing her ignored, in-
vited her to sit with him during 
lunch, but she’d been too shy. It’s 
as if I’ve been trying to be one of 
the cool girls my entire life.

As she sat, a series of fire-
crackers went off in the direc-
tion of Alewife Cove, and an older 
man, on a bench in the distance, 
dove to the boardwalk and rolled, 
popping up and returning to his 
bench as if this type of thing hap-
pened every day. She looked out 
on the waves and let her eyes go 
unfocused, a flood of childhood 
memories washing over her. “It’s 
a terrible sin,” she remembered 
her Rabbi telling her in Hebrew 
School when she’d sought his ad-
vice. “Never speak of it again. Put 
it out of your mind. God put you 
here for a reason.”

She focused on the water tow-
er on Fisher’s Island, a grim sense 
of purpose etching her face. She 
bit her lip, then rose and walked 
towards the sand. She deposited 
her billfold, her car keys, and her 
high school graduation ring into 
the first garbage receptacle she 
passed. She bent at the waist and 
removed her $800 Gucci shoes 
and placed them on a railing at 
the edge of the boardwalk, as if 
leaving them behind might bring 
redemption. Then, glancing brief-
ly at the old man she continued 
and walked as if in a trance to-
wards the water’s edge.

She halted at the lifeguard’s 
stand. Then on a whim, she 
mounted the ladder and sat in 
the seat, scanning the horizon 
while she went over the failings 
in her life. Off to the left the older 
man was sitting at the water’s 
edge, his pockets sagging as if he 
were a prospector collecting ore. 
She took a deep breath, wonder-
ing what the old coot was doing 
out there, the first stars blinking 
their silent acknowledgement 

from a darkening sky.
She sat there for a long time briefly glancing at the older man, wait-

ing for him to return to wherever he belonged, unwilling, now that 
she’d finally made up her mind, to let anyone or anything alter her 
destiny. 

***

Robbie glanced at the strangely clad middle-aged woman sitting in 
the lifeguard’s chair. Dressed to the nines in a red business suit, she 
looked as if she’d stepped out of a boardroom. What the hell is this 
babe doing here?

Regardless of her motive, her mere presence had upended Robbie’s 
intentions. He decided to wait till she left, even if it took all night.

And so they sat there, complete strangers, each of their futures 
somehow tied to their mere existence. The moon rose, and even by 
that meager light Robbie could see she was sobbing. An hour passed, 
each of them deterred by the other, until, finally, somewhere around 
1:00 am, Doris climbed down from her perch and strode towards the 
water. She waded in up to her thighs, then dove beneath, disappearing 
from view. 

Robbie held his breath. “Crazy lady,” he muttered under his breath. 
Robbie got up and tried to run despite his weighted pockets. A 

sense of loss enveloped him although, truly, why should he care? He 
shed his pockets of rocks, tossing them to the side as fast as he could 
as he ran towards the spot where she’d disappeared. 

“Stop! Come back!” he yelled, picking up speed now, the sand flying 
behind his feet. A mission he’d headed in Da Nang rose in his memory. 
He’d been the one to carry the wounded to safety when his chopper 
went down in the sea. And he was there once again, the missiles, the 
explosions, his desperate attempts to save his men. He’d failed so mis-
erably then, not this time, no, not this time. 

Now he was thrashing through the waves, reaching, and shouting 
and grabbing through the water, coming up empty once again.

“Lady! Don’t do it!”

To be continued. . .

By Andrew Silow-Carroll, JTA 
If Gwen Goldman had 

been named a batgirl for 
the New York Yankees and 
not been given the honor of 
throwing out the first pitch, 
it would have been enough.

A retired social worker 
from Westport, Connecti-
cut, Goldman, 70, got to be 
a batgirl at a Yankees game 
Monday night, 60 years after 
the team turned her down 
because she was a girl.

General Manager Brian 
Cashman proffered the in-
vite after hearing that she 
had been rejected for the po-
sition in 1961. Goldman still 
has the letter she received 
that year from then-GM Roy 
Hamey, who explained that 
“a young lady such as your-
self would feel out of place in a dugout.”

This week, Goldman not only got a turn in the dugout, but threw 
out the first pitch, wore the classic Yankee pinstriped uniform and met 
the players.

“It just kept coming and coming,” she said of the honors, adding 
“dayenu,” the Hebrew word meaning that just one of the gestures 
would have been sufficient.

Yankees make Jewish  
woman batgirl 60 years later

Gwen Goldman, 70, was named the hon-
orary batgirl by the New York Yankees for 
a game against the Los Angeles Angels 
at Yankee Stadium, June 28, 2021. (Sarah 
Stier/Getty Images)
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By Carol Goodman Kaufman
Cloudless azure skies arch over white-capped cerulean waters, 

and stark white buildings step up hills and down plateaus. That is the 
Greece of picture postcards and travel brochures. But photos of Jews? 
Not so many these days. After all, the current Jewish population of this 
beautiful country on the Aegean and Ionian Seas is no more than 6,000 
fellow tribespeople out of a total of almost 11 million. 

It wasn’t always so. There has been Jewish presence in Greece as 
early as the 4th century BCE, and three distinct groups of Jews have 
made their home in the country. The first is the Romaniote Jews, a lit-
tle-known community that came to Greece from the Byzantine Empire 
shortly after the destruction of the Second Temple in 70 CE. Speaking 
a blend of Greek and Hebrew known as Yevanic and practicing the ritu-
als of the Byzantine Jews, they established communities from Salonika 
in the north to Chalkis, on the island of Euboea, in the south. 

Among Romaniote Jewish names readers may recognize are those 
of scholar and liturgist Judah HaNassi and Shabtai Tzvi, the rabbi and 
kabbalist who convinced so many that he was the long-awaited Messi-
ah — before converting to Islam. More recently, Joshua Matza is a for-
mer Israeli Minister of Health and former President and CEO of State 
of Israel Bonds. On this side of the Atlantic is Brazilian entrepreneur, 
media tycoon, and television host Senor Abravanel, known by his stage 
name, Silvio Santos.

Most of the Romaniote Jews were murdered in the Holocaust when 
the Nazi-allied powers occupied Greece during the war and deported 
them to concentration camps. The vast majority of survivors emigrat-
ed after the war, but a small community still exists in the country to-
day. In fact, the oldest synagogue on European soil, built by the oldest 
Jewish community in Europe, is a Romaniote one and it still operates 
in Chalkis (now called Chalkida).

The largest group of Jews in Greece are those who fled Spain af-
ter the Alhambra Decree in 1492. Tens of thousands joined the Ro-
maniotes in Salonika, making it the largest Sephardic population in 
the world, and the city became a prominent center of Jewish life. The 
Ottomans, who ruled for most of the time from the mid-15th century 
until the fall of their empire in the early 20th, welcomed the Jews be-
cause they thought they would improve the economy. 

(One of the most prominent Jews the Ottoman Sultan Suleiman 
gave aid to was Doña Gracia Nasi, the wealthy Portuguese business-
woman and philanthropist who helped to smuggle fellow conversos 
from Lisbon to Constantinople. Although she herself never lived in 
Greece, her nephew Joseph was so valued by the Sublime Porte that he 
was named Duke of Naxos.)

Not only did the Jews help Salonika to become a prominent center 
of commerce, they established the city’s first printing press, making 
the city a hub of intellectual life throughout the empire. Until the early 
1900s the Jews comprised over half of that city’s population — to the 
point that much of the city was closed on Shabbat.

Prominent Jews of Sephardic Greek heritage are fashion designer 
Diane von Furstenberg, actor Hank Azaria, singer and actress Lea Mi-
chele, and former Nevada Congresswoman Shelley Berkley. All of their 
families came from Salonika.

But, despite the many Jewish contributions to society, there were 
limits. As we have seen in so many other places our people have lived, 
the Ottomans imposed upon Jews to pay a special yearly tax as dhim-
mi, or non-Muslim citizens. Worse, according to scholar Misha Glenny, 
“with the importation of modern anti-Semitism with immigrants from 
the West,” Salonika’s Jews became victims of pogroms. And when the 
Greeks conquered the city from the Turks, both the army and fellow 
citizens accused its Jews of treason. Luckily, the government inter-
vened and earned the community’s support. This support grew when 
Greece endorsed the 1917 Balfour Declaration.

Good times were not to last. Soon after Hitler assumed control of 
Germany, many Salonika Jews saw the dark clouds on the horizon and 
made aliyah. But not enough left. By war’s end, the Nazis had mur-
dered 94% of the city’s Jews.

The Inquisition didn’t limit itself to Spain but spread its tentacles 
throughout Europe. Beginning in 1511, the Church targeted Apulia, a 
large Jewish community located in Italy’s “boot.” These Jews had been 

Greece

in Italy since the fall of Jerusalem 
— for over 1400 years — when 
they came as captives of the Ro-
man Emperor Titus. But when 
the Inquisition struck Apulia, the 
Jews picked up stakes yet again 
and fled to Greece, setting up 
new synagogues. Unfortunately, 
those communities, too, met 
with tragedy as the Nazi death 
machine murdered most of the 
Apulian Jews. The few remaining 
members of that community live 
today on the island of Corfu, off 
the northwestern coast of Greece 
in the Ionian Sea.

Across the peninsula, south 
and east of Corfu is the island of 
Rhodes. Several years ago, Joel 
and I had the opportunity to visit 
the beautiful island so, of course, 
we had to visit the Jewish quar-
ter. Once home to a thriving Jew-
ish community of 2,000, a mé-
lange of Greek, Turkish, Italian, 
and other Mediterranean folks, 
the current Jewish residents can 
rarely rustle up enough people 
for a minyan, so the only remain-
ing synagogue, Kahal Shalom, is 
now mainly used as a museum 
and venue for “destination” wed-
dings and b’nai mitzvah. 

The docent the day of our 
visit was a man who comes every 
summer from his home in Africa 
as a volunteer to tell the story of 
the Jews of Rhodes. And it is hair-
raising tale.

But first, a bit of background. 
Since 1947 Rhodes has been a 
part of Greece, but for the first 
half of the 20th century, the island 
was held by Italy. And before that, 
it was part of the Ottoman Empire 
that, you’ll recall, had welcomed 
the Jews fleeing the Inquisition. 

Now, because Italy had allied 
with the Axis during World War 
II, the Germans were able to use 

Greece as a southern 
base. But upon Italy’s 
surrender to the Al-
lies in 1943, Germany 
invaded the island and 
the Gestapo ordered a 
round-up of all Jews. But 
the Turkish consul on 
Rhodes, Selahattin Ül-
kümen, declared the is-
land’s Jews to be Turkish 
subjects and threatened 
the German commander 
that he would cause an 
international incident 
if he refused to release 
the people to him. He 
was successful in saving 
42 families, about 200 
people in all, but soon 
after that the Germans 
rounded up the other 

1,615 Jews and deported them to concentration camps. Only 151 souls 
survived.

In retaliation for Ülkumen’s interference, German planes bombed 
the Turkish consulate, killing the consul’s wife and two employees. 
The couple’s newborn son, Mehmet, survived and Ülkumen was de-
ported to the port city of Piraeus on mainland Greece.

In 1990, the Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial in Jerusalem honored 
Ülkumen as Righteous Among the Nations. Accepting the honor on be-
half of his father was Mehmet, the son who had survived the bombing.

Fassolia Piaz (Greek Bean Salad)
Serves 4

Variations on this salad, popular in both Turkey and Greece, 
abound. Some use navy beans, some cannellini. Some serve it as a side 
dish, some as an entree. This one includes both tuna and hard-boiled 
eggs and makes for a delicious lunch or light supper.

Ingredients:
2 15 1/2-ounce can cannellini beans, rinsed and drained
2 tomatoes, chopped and seeds removed
1 red onion, halved and thinly sliced
2 cans high-quality tuna 
4 hard-boiled eggs, halved
1 cup fresh parsley, chopped

For the dressing:
¼ cup red wine vinegar
2 tablespoons Dijon mustard
1 teaspoon dried oregano
1 tablespoon minced garlic
¾ teaspoon kosher salt
¼ teaspoon ground black pepper
½ cup olive oil 
2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice
1 teaspoon grated lemon zest
Romaine lettuce

Directions:
Put beans, tomatoes, onion, tuna, eggs, and parsley in a large bowl.
Whisk together the dressing and pour over the veggies.
Toss lightly.
Stir well and refrigerate at least one hour, or until chilled.
Serve on the lettuce leaves.
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Hadassah News

Hadassah Eastern CT
We’d love to hear from you. 
Please feel free to call or write.

● President: Karen Bloustine bloustinek@gmail.com
860-326-6377

● Membership: Moira Ross moira29ross@hotmail.com
● Donations: Treas. Vicki Seroussi 2 Mitchell Ct 

Norwich, CT 06360
● Cards/Certificates: Kim Fischburg kimfischburg@gmail.com

860-608-9223

   Follow us on Facebook  

By Sheila Horvitz
In this age of Zoom, SNA-

FUS Happen - and we are not 
immune.  

Even watching professional 
TV and internet programming, 
images, sound and wi-fi con-
nections get bollixed up from 
time to time and everyone is 
forgiving.

So, we at Hadassah hope 
our community of members, 
Associates and Friends will 
forgive us for not being able to 
bring the June 22 Special Zoom 
presentation to you.

We are going to bring Ste-
ven Goldstein and his mes-
sage about Zionism as a Social 

Justice Movement to you right after the holidays on Tuesday, October 
5, 2021, at 7:30 p.m. via Zoom and the link will be sent out days 
before.

As of now - Carol Curland and her Donor Committee are so happy 
and gratified at the response to our Donor Campaign. We have fulfilled 
our pledge to outfit an entire hospital room at the Round Building at 
Hadassah Hospital. We are looking forward to a special presentation 
and photos that we can share. We will also be publishing our annual 
Campaign Donor Recognition page in the Leader in the coming weeks.

From all of us at Hadassah, thank you for your patience, your un-
derstanding, your support. Stay cool over the summer months - enjoy 
an early High Holiday season and spend some time with the remark-
able and engaging Steven Goldstein on Tuesday, October 5 at 7:30 PM.

Hadassah reschedules 
Donor Zoom event

Introduction by Sheila Horvitz
In these difficult times, when bombs and civil strife shake Israel, our 

core values and goals cannot be shaken, but must be restated, shared, 
and lived. Here is Hadassah’s National President, Rhoda Smolow, on Ha-
dassah’s response to events of the last few months.

By Rhoda Smolow, Hadassah National President
Amid the rockets, bombs and civil strife that shook Israel and Gaza 

last month, here is some news you may have missed: As violence 
erupted in the Arab-Jewish city of Lod, a man walking home from a 
Torah-dedication ceremony was hit in the head with a brick; he died 
a week later, and his family consented to donate his kidney. And so it 
was that two Muslim surgeons at Hadassah Hospital Ein Kerem trans-
planted an organ from a Jewish donor into a Christian Arab mother of 
six.

Or this: Pediatric cardiologist Dr. Sagi Gavri regularly drives 70 
minutes between Hadassah Ein Kerem and his home on Kibbutz Nir 
Am, less than a mile from the Gaza border. In addition to his HMO posi-
tion, he is also head of an outreach project that covers the cost of sur-

gery for Palestinian children at Israeli hospitals. During the fighting, 
his home took a direct rocket hit and was badly damaged; his wife was 
inside at the time but was uninjured.

“I have personally treated over 200 children from Gaza,” Dr. Gavri 
said after getting his family to safety. “I think of them when my own 
children are being attacked. It’s complex. But kids are never to blame.”

If you felt hopeless during the most recent flare-up, or if you had 
conflicting feelings about your love of Israel and the suffering of in-
nocent civilians on both sides, you are not alone. The eternal question 
is whether we will ever find the path to peace.

I have no more than a partial answer and it lies somewhere be-
tween our values and our wisdom. Wisdom is what we need for the 
long term: It comes from experience, perspective, interpretation and, 
often, negotiation and risk. Wisdom is — to use Dr. Gavri’s word — 
complex.

Values, on the other hand, are simpler. They are bedrock principles 
that guide our behavior moment to moment, day to day — like treating 
people as we would want them to treat us.

Values can also represent the best path to wisdom, even if there are 
twists and turns. So, at times like this I like to restate my core values 
and those that represent Hadassah.

We stand for Israel as a sovereign Jewish nation, with the same 
right of self-defense as every country. We believe in coexistence and 
equal rights for Jewish and Arab citizens in Israel. These values have 
not changed since they were enunciated by Theodor Herzl and Henri-
etta Szold.

We believe Hadassah’s role in building and sustaining the Zionist 
enterprise includes reflecting these values through our institutions.

Restating Hadassah’s Core Values
We also believe in a two-state 

solution to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict, with two nations living 
in mutual recognition and peace.

You’ve no doubt heard many 
people proclaim that the idea 
of a two-state solution is dead. I 
suggest that anyone tempted by 
this view consider that the Jew-
ish people rebuilt their ancient 
home after 2,000 years of exile 
and homelessness. Patience is 
sometimes a virtue. Endurance 
always is.

As American Jews we find 
ourselves engaged in a two-front 
war. We are accustomed to de-
fending Israel against physical at-
tack and demonization. But now 
we are doing so as antisemitism 
surges in America and in the Mid-
dle East as well. And so, we fight 
hatred and attacks against Jews, 
just as we speak out and fight 
against violence directed at Afri-
can Americans, Asian-Americans, 
Muslim-Americans and other 
vulnerable groups.

We also need to amplify our 
voices to correct the bias in news 
reports — based not on ethnic or 
political considerations but on 
dramatic effect: A dozen Arab or 
Jewish rioters attacking people 
on the streets in Israel makes 
headlines more readily than the 
hundreds and thousands of Jews 
and Arabs who turn out for soli-
darity rallies and support efforts 
to promote understanding.

As racism seeps out of the 
shadows into the mainstream it 
should absolutely be reported. 
But context is crucial. We should 
also see more of the mainstream 
itself — the doctors, bereaved 
families, and common people — 
who look beyond the headlines 
as they uphold their values. And 
ours.

Maybe living our values isn’t 
enough to change today’s real-
ity. For the moment, it’s no small 
thing that standing firm keeps 
today’s reality from changing us.

A Christian Arab woman, Randa Aweis receiving a kidney from a 
Jewish Israeli terror victim Yigal Yehoshua at Hadassah Hospital.v

Rhoda Smolow, Hadassah Na-
tional President
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OLYMPICS CONT. ON PG 9

Tokyo Olympics: Jewish athletes to watch, Part 1
By Emily Burack, JTA

The 2020 Tokyo Olympics are finally happening, a 
full year after they were planned. And yes, they’re still 
being called the 2020 Olympics, even though they’re 
happening in 2021.

The Jewish athletes competing this year — and 
there are many — are the products of inspiring jour-
neys. There’s the fencer looking for redemption, Is-
rael’s first Olympic surfer, one of the greatest canoe 
paddlers of all time, a teen track star para-athlete, and 
so many more.

The games run July 23 through Aug. 8; the Para-
lympics will be held Aug. 24 to Sept. 5.

Here are some of the inspiring Jewish athletes to 
root for.

Sue Bird -- Basketball, USA
Is Sue Bird one of the greatest Jewish athletes of 

all time? Perhaps. 
The basketball legend has won gold medals with 

the U.S. women’s basketball team in the last four — 
yes, four — Olympics. (The team has not lost at the 
games since 1992.) Bird, now 40, is back for her fifth, 
and likely last, Olympics.

The child of a Jewish father and non-Jewish moth-
er, Bird was born and raised in Syosset, Long Island. 
She’s been a basketball star since her debut for the 
University of Connecticut in 1998 and selection as the 
WNBA’s No. 1 overall draft pick in 2002 by the Seattle 
Storm. In her nearly 20 years as a pro, Bird has won 
four WNBA championships (including last year in the 
COVID-19 bubble) and is a 12-time All-Star. 

Bird also gained Israeli citizenship in 2006 in a 
basketball-motivated decision, so she could play for 
European teams. Her citizenship also allowed her to 
connect to her Jewish identity.

“It was cool because what I found was in this ef-
fort to create an opportunity in my basketball career, I 
was able to learn a lot about a culture that I probably 
wouldn’t have tapped into otherwise,” Bird told the 
Washington Jewish Museum.

The women’s basketball tournament begins 
on July 26; the U.S. plays its first game on July 27 
against Nigeria. The gold medal game is Aug. 8.

Diego Schwartzman -- Tennis, Argentina
Diego Schwartzman is the highest-ranked Jewish tennis player in the world. Last year he broke into the top 

10 for the first time, becoming the shortest top 8 player since 5-foot-6 Harold Solomon, also Jewish, in 1981. 
The Argentine’s listed height of 5-7 is called “one 

of the more generous measurements in professional 
sports” — he likely stands around 5-4 (the U.S. 
Open lists him at 5-5). Watching him go shot to 
shot with players that are over a foot taller is noth-
ing short of remarkable. 

Nicknamed “El Peque,” or “Shorty,” the 28-year-
old is set to play in his first Olympics. (For tennis, 
qualifications are based on world rankings, with 
the top 56 players becoming eligible.) 

Schwartzman is open about and proud of his 
Jewish identity. Last year he wrote movingly on 
his family’s Holocaust history, and how his great-
grandfather escaped a train car headed for a con-
centration camp and ended up in Argentina.  

“I am Jewish and in Argentina, we have many 
Jewish [people] there, and all the people there 
know me,” he told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency 

i n 2017. 
The men’s tennis tournament begins on July 

24. 

Alix Klineman -- Beach volleyball, USA
Alix Klineman had played indoor volleyball for Stanford in college 

and professionally following her graduation in 2011. But in 2016, she 
failed to make the U.S. Olympic Volleyball Team and vowed to find an-
other way to compete at the games. So she switched to beach volley-
ball. Unlike indoor volleyball, which has teams with rosters selected by 
coaches, beach volleyball is a two-person sport dependent on your own 
results with a partner. 

“I looked at the beach as a new opportunity and a chance to chase 
my dreams without anybody having to give me approval or put me on a 
roster,” she said in 2019. “The biggest thing was pursuing the Olympics 
and getting a new shot at that.”

Klineman teamed with two-time Olympian April Ross — she had 
been partnered with three-time gold medalist Kerri Walsh Jennings 
— and they quickly rose in the rankings. They are entering the Tokyo 
Games with a world ranking of No. 2, with a more than solid chance of 
winning gold.

Klineman, 31, was raised in Southern California in a Jewish family. In 
2015, she was inducted into the SoCal Jewish Sports Hall of Fame. 

The women’s beach volleyball tournament begins on July 24.

Team Israel -- Baseball, Israel
The Cinderella story continues.
In 2017, Israel’s national baseball team — which included several American Jewish players who became 

Israeli citizens to represent the country — surprised observers by placing sixth at the World Baseball Clas-
sic, an international 
tournament of the 
world’s best teams, 
with wins over top 
squads from South 
Korea, Chinese 
Taipei, the Neth-
erlands and Cuba. 
Israel was far from 
a top-10 power-
house at the time, 
not even ranked in 
the top 10 teams in 
Europe. That made 
sense, as few Israe-
lis play the sport.

Sue Bird drives to the basket in the women’s gold med-
al game between the United States and Spain at the 
2016 Rio Olympic Games, Aug. 20, 2016. (Tom Pen-
nington/Getty Images)

Diego Schwartzman celebrates during a match against 
Alexander Zverev at the ATP World Tour Finals in Lon-
don, Nov. 18, 2020. (TPN/Getty Images)

Alix Klineman digs the ball in the final 
of the AVP San Francisco Open, July 
9, 2017. (Lachlan Cunningham/Getty 
Images)

Team Israel barnstormed Northeastern U.S., to raise funds for Olympic games - $1-mil-
lion needed for Tokyo (Jewish Baseball News)
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Olympics continued
Along the way, the team ginned up enthusiasm for 

baseball in Israel and gave some under-the-radar Jew-
ish players, many who had spent several years in the 
minor leagues, new chances to shine. Oh, and there 
was that endearing mascot — a life-sized Mensch on 
a Bench.

In 2019, Team Israel won the European Baseball 
Championship to qualify for the Olympics. The cur-
rent roster is anchored by de facto captain Danny 
Valencia — who has Cuban and Jewish heritage and 
hit 96 home runs over eight Major League Baseball 
seasons — and Ian Kinsler, a former four-time MLB 
All-Star who made it to Israel on one of the last flights 
before COVID-19 shutdowns last year to earn his Is-
raeli citizenship.

Only six teams are in play (the field also includes 
South Korea, Japan, Mexico, the Dominican Republic 
and the United States), so Team Israel has a chance of 
snagging a medal.

The baseball tournament runs July 28-Aug. 7. 
Israel’s first game is against the United States.  

Eli Dershwitz -- Fencing, USA
Eli Dershwitz is returning to the Olympics for re-

demption.
At the 2016 Rio Games, the Jewish saber fencer lost 

in the open-
ing round. 
In 2021, he’s 
ranked No. 2 
in the world 
and hoping 
to medal.

Dershwitz, 
who started 
fencing at 9, 
would win 
back-to-back 
NCAA cham-
p i o n s h i p s 
for Harvard 
in 2017 and 
2018. In To-
kyo, he will 
aim to be-
come the fifth 
U.S. man to 
win a medal 
in saber fencing. No American man has ever won gold 
in the category.

Born and raised in Sherborn, Massachusetts, to a 
Jewish family, Dershwitz’s maternal grandparents are 
Holocaust survivors. He has a twin sister, Sally, who 
worked on the frontlines caring for patients during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Dershwitz grew up attending a Conservative syn-
agogue in Natick, Massachusetts, and told Hillel In-
ternational before the Rio Games that he considers 
himself a “proud member of the Jewish community.”

“The Jewish community has been very supportive 
throughout my journey to the Olympics, and I look 
forward to representing them on the world stage,” he 
said in 2016.

The men’s saber fencing individual competition 
takes place on July 24; the men’s saber team com-
petition is on July 28.

Ori Sasson -- Judo, Israel
At the 2016 Rio Olympics, 

Or “Ori” Sasson won bronze 
in the men’s heavyweight judo 
competition and became a na-
tional hero overnight — not 
just for his skill but also his 
sportsmanship after one of 
his opponents, from Egypt, re-
fused to shake his hand follow-
ing a match. 

“Every boy and girl saw not 
only a great athlete but a man 
with values,” then-Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu told 
Sasson in a phone call that was 
broadcast live on Israeli TV. 
“You showed the true face of 
Israel, its beautiful face.”

Sasson spent the pandemic year delay competing on 
Israel’s version of “The Masked Singer” — his costume 
was a falafel sandwich — and finished third. Watch one 
of his performances here.

This year, the Kurdish Jewish Sasson — now 30 and 
likely in his last Olympics — is set to compete in the 
heavyweight competition and in the team competition, 
an addition to the Olympics judo lineup. Judo has been 
the pride of Israel’s Olympic fortunes, winning five of 
the nation’s nine overall medals. (See more on one of 
Sasson’s teammates below.)

The men’s 100+ kg competition is on July 30. The 
team competition is on July 31.

Sagi Muki -- 
Judo, Israel

Sagi Muki made 
headlines when he 
befriended an Ira-
nian judoka, Saeid 
Mollaei, who was 
forced to throw 
a match to avoid 
competing against 
an Israeli athlete. 
Mollaei fled Iran 
as a dissident and 
received refugee 
status in Germany. 
The story of their 
friendship is now 
being made into a 
TV show.

But Muki, 29, is 
an Olympic medal 
contender in his 
own right. The 
half-middleweight 
judoka is a two-
time Israeli nation-
al champion, a 2019 world champion, and the 2017 and 
2018 European champion. He was expected to medal 
at the 2016 Rio Games but was hampered by an injury.

Born and raised in Netanya, Israel, to a Yemeni Jew-
ish family, he started focusing on judo when he was 8 
years old.

The men’s under-81 kg competition is on July 27.

Eli Dershwitz prepares to compete 
at the Zeta Fencing Club in Natick, 
Mass., June 14, 2016. (Jessica Rinaldi/
The Boston Globe via Getty Images)

Maru Teferi -- Marathon, Israel
Maru Teferi, who was born in northwestern Ethi-

opia and immigrated to Israel with his Jewish family 
when he was 14, is the Israeli record holder in six dis-
tances, including the half marathon and the marathon. 
His fastest marathon time of 2:07:20, run right before 
the pandemic in February 2020 — is just 6 minutes off 
the world record. 

Now he’s set 
to compete in his 
second Olympics. 
This time he’ll be 
joined by his wife, 
Selamawit “Se-
lam” Dagnachew 
Teferi. They’ll be 
the first married 
couple to repre-
sent Israel at the 
Olympics.

Teferi, 28, met 
now-wife Selam 
while training in 
Ethiopia in 2012. 
Selam, 27, is not 
Jewish, but she 
moved to Israel 
in 2017 after the 
couple married 
and became an 
Israeli citizen. That made her eligible to represent Is-
rael at the Olympics. 

“Even in our wildest dreams, we didn’t think this 
would be possible,” Selam said.

The men’s marathon will take place on the last 
day of the Olympics, Aug. 8. To watch Selam, the 
women’s 5,000m competition begins July 30; the 
finals are Aug. 2. The women’s 10,000m is on Aug. 
7.

Ori Sasson celebrates after a win at the Rio Olympic Games, Aug. 12, 2016. 
(Getty Images)

Israel’s Sagi Muki celebrates after 
winning in the men’s under 81 kg 
weight category during the Euro-
pean Judo Championship in Tel 
Aviv, April 27, 2018. (Roy Alima/
Flash90)

Israeli Maru Teferi competes in 
the Frankfurt Marathon in 2019. 
(Marco Verch/Flickr)
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By Julia Gergely, The Forward
Rabbi Noah Farkas will become the next president and chief execu-

tive officer of the Jewish Federation of Greater Los Angeles.
The Federation made the announcement in an email Wednesday.
Farkas, 41, is currently serving at Valley 

Beth Shalom, the largest Jewish congrega-
tion in the San Fernando Valley. He previously 
worked as a rabbi at Congregation Beth Israel 
in Gulfport, Mississippi, helping to rejuvenate 
Jewish communities in the Gulf Coast after 
Hurricane Katrina.

During his time at Valley Beth Shalom, 
Farkas focused on improving synagogue life 
through social action and mental health ini-
tiatives.

“Noah represents the future of our Jew-
ish community,” said Janice Kamenir-Reznik, 
a congregant of Valley Beth Shalom and co-
founder of Jewish World Watch and Jews 
United for Democracy & Justice. “He will sure-
ly attract a whole new generation of young LA 
Jews into the Federation family and provide 
them opportunities to engage in community 
affairs and contemporary issues through a 
Jewish lens and under the Federation um-
brella,” she added.

Farkas has dedicated much of his work to combatting homeless-
ness in Los Angeles County. Farkas helped build the largest housing 
coalition in L.A. history in order to pass legislation that allocated $5 
billion for housing and services for the homeless. He is an appointed 
commissioner and former chairperson of the Los Angeles Homeless-
ness Services Authority.

“The solutions have to do more with poverty, racial disparity, the 
lack of housing and continuum of care than they do specifically with 
homelessness itself,” said Farkas in a Dec. 15, 2020 Forward Zoom fo-
rum on L.A. homelessness.

Regarding this work, Jessie Kornberg, president and chief executive 
officer of the Skirball Cultural Center, shared that this new role “can be 
a source of optimism and forward-thinking not just for Rabbi Farkas 
and our Jewish Community, but hopefully all of Los Angeles.”

She remembers hearing Rabbi Farkas speak about his passion to 
eradicate homelessness when the two of them were invited to speak 
at the Federation’s annual community seder.

“His remarks were a call to act with greater urgency and compas-
sion to eradicate homelessness in Los Angeles,” she said, adding that 
homelessness in L.A. has grown more dire since that speech.

But Rabbi Farkas’ new position gives her hope. “This new leader-
ship role will continue to afford Rabbi Farkas opportunities to engage-
ment the Jewish community to work to end homelessness in Los An-
geles,” Kornberg said.

Farkas also writes a weekly commentary, Torah from Within, where 
he offers his modern takes on the weekly Torah portion and is a fre-
quent contributor to the Forward.

“If we want to unite this country, we need to resurface the idea of 

Reaction to Rabbi Farkas’ appointment as L.A. Federation CEO
a durable belief in the transcen-
dent that does not take us out of 
our world, but thrusts us back in,” 
he wrote in the Forward follow-

ing the inauguration of President 
Joe Biden. “A politician, no mat-
ter how skilled, can only work on 
body politic. It is up to us to the 
rest of us to work on our souls.”

“Rabbi Farkas is special in that 
he combines incredible passion 
and vision for strengthening the 
Jewish community with a deep 
commitment to Tikkun Olam and 
civic affairs. He’s also one of the 
few Rabbis I’ve met who can offer 
thoughtful spiritual guidance and 
good political advice, often at the 
same time,” said California State 
Assemblyman Jesse Gabriel.

Rabbi Farkas was one of the 
first people Gabriel sought ad-
vice from when he ran for office 
in 2018, and when Gabriel was 
sworn in, Rabbi Farkas was there 
to deliver the invocation.

In 2016, the Forward named 
Farkas as one of “America’s Most 
Inspiring Rabbis.”

Rabbi Yoshi Zweiback, the 
senior rabbi at Stephen S. Wise 
Temple, said Farkas, “is a fan-
tastic colleague and exceptional 
leader - smart, creative, warm 
and - most important of all - a 
world-class mensch.”

In addition to his pulpit du-
ties, Farkas launched the Semi-
nary Leadership Project which 
trains Jewish clergy nationwide 
to create social change through 
the JOIN for Justice organization, 
where he also serves as a board 
member.

“Noah is an enormously tal-
ented leader who combines a rea-
soned and principled approach to 
address the greatest needs facing 

Rabbi Noah Farkas will serve as the next president and 
chief executive officer. (Courtesy of The Jewish Federa-
tion of Los Angeles. ) 

our community with a heart and soul that is committed to the welfare 
and safety of the Jewish people,” Federation chair Albert Praw said in 
the press release.

Farkas, who is on vacation and not immediately available for com-
ment, said in the press release that the Federation is “uniquely posi-
tioned to foster a flourishing Jewish community.”

Farkas, who lives in Encino with his wife Sarah and their four chil-
dren, is set to begin his new role in January 2022, replacing outgoing 
president and chief executive officer Jay Sanderson.

By Marc Brodsky, JTA 
It’s been seven decades since the New York Rangers had a star Jew-

ish defenseman. This season they had the best defenseman in the Na-
tional Hockey League, Jewish or otherwise.

Adam Fox, a native of New York’s suburban Long Island and a long-
time Rangers fan, was named the winner of the James Norris Memorial 
Trophy on Tuesday signifying the top defenseman.

The 23-year-old, a former star at Harvard, joins Hall of Famer Bob-
by Orr of the Boston Bruins to win the award in their second seasons.

“It’s special,” said Fox, whose father is a longtime season ticket 
holder for the Rangers, according to the New York Post. “I’ve been 
throwing that word around a lot the last few weeks and it’s now ac-
curate for how I feel. You hear your name with [Orr and Leetch], it’s 
always going to be a special, special thing.”

He was referencing Brian Leetch, a former Rangers defenseman 
and also a Norris Trophy winner.

Along with stopping opposing scorers, Fox led NHL defensemen 
with 42 assists while finishing second in points with 47. He also was 
recognized as first team all-league.

Asked by the New York Post about being one of the NHL’s few Jew-
ish athletes, he said in a 2019 interview, “It’s definitely nice to repre-
sent a community, for sure.”

Fox follows in the footsteps of one Hy Buller, who played three sea-
sons for the Rangers in the early 1950s. He was named to the NHL Sec-
ond All-Star Team in 1951-52, according to the iconic hockey writer 
Stan Fischler, also Jewish.

Fox, like Buller, is 5-foot-11 and weighs 181 pounds, compensating 
for a lack of size with speed. And he’s a fan favorite, also like Buller.

“Buller’s connection to the large Jewish population in New York 
was used by Rangers management to attract a new audience to the 
home games,” Fischler recalls one remembrance. “Banners embla-
zoned with the Star of David hung from The Garden and his faith was 
frequently reinforced by sports writers.”

The Rangers also featured Alex Levinsky, a Jewish defenseman in 
the 1930s.

In 2019, the New Jersey Devils drafted Jack Hughes — the first Jew-
ish player to be picked No. 1.

Adam Fox is first  
Jewish player to win  
a major NHL award

Adam Fox skates in a game against the Boston Bruins at the TD Gar-
den in Boston, May 8, 2021. (Steve Babineau/NHLI via Getty Images)



 THE JEWISH LEADER, JULY 9, 2021 11

By Louis Keene, The Forward
The three 30-somethings met just a few weeks ago at a Marriott 

hotel pool party one of them threw to welcome himself to Surfside, 
Fla. They lamented that the community lacked a young Jewish profes-
sionals’ group, and decided to start one. The first event they organized 
was a Shabbat dinner at their synagogue, the Shul at Bar Harbour, that 
drew about 85 people.

Then, around 1:44 a.m. last Thursday, their nascent WhatsApp 
group lit up with news of the collapse of Champlain Towers South. By 

3 a.m., they had launched a GoFundMe to support the survivors and 
families of the victims, setting a goal of raising $5,000.

Over the next week, the campaign collected $1,353,119.69 from 
11,772 people (as of 9:30 p.m. on July 1). It is one of only four Surfside 
support efforts with official approval from Miami-Dade County.

“We couldn’t go on the scene, we’re not EMTs, we’re not physicians,” 
explained Efraim Stefansky, 35, the consultant who moved to Surfside 
from New York in April. “The only thing we can do at this point is raise 
money.”

His partners 
in the venture 
are Svia Ben-
sion, 32, who 
works in finance, 
and Zushie Lit-
kowski, who is 
35 and works 
in real estate. 
They call them-
selves a “tripod” 
and their group 
EZS Events — 
EZS for Efraim, 
Zushie and Svia. 
Its fundraising 
campaign has 
been endorsed 
by the Shul and 
the local chapter 
of Hatzalah, the 

Orthodox emergency-medical services group, and is now hosted by 
the Chesed Fund, a crowdfunding site.

The trio started by sending the GoFundMe link to the WhatsApp 
group, which had about 200 members — and everyone else they know. 
Their canny, relentless marketing and an international community ea-
ger to support the survivors and families of Surfside made it an aston-
ishing success.

“When something happens like this, you don’t think about it,” said 
Litkowski, who is also 35, and has lived in the area for six years. “Ev-
eryone is just, your brother, you know what I mean? If someone is 
stuck, you have to help them.”

There are some large individual gifts listed on the campaign site, 
like $18,000 from someone named Jordan Kavana. There are also fun-
draising teams — one from the travel website DansDeals.com, and 

Meet the Jewish trio who just raised $1.35 million for Surfside
several from chapters of AEPi, 
the predominantly Jewish fra-
ternity, and area synagogues. . 
“Everyone likes a little compe-
tition,” Litkowski said.

All three have full-time 
jobs, which has made sleep a 
precious commodity since the 
tragedy. Litkowski said he has 

been getting only two hours 
a night — this may have to 
do with him keeping his 
phone set to notify him every 
time a donation comes in.

They said they planned to 
distribute the money to all 
families affected by the disas-
ter, not just Jewish ones, and 
would rely on the Shul and the 
Hatzalah chapter for guidance.

Beyond that, the details are 
still being worked out. All three 
said they would not take any 
pay for organizing the cam-
paign, though Litkowski joked 

that he might reimburse himself 
$22 for what he spent to start the 
EZS website.

The website for the Surfside Tragedy Central Emergency Fund

Efraim Stefansky

l-r: Svia Bension and Zushi Litowski

In addition to the online fundraiser, EZS helped spark the thou-
sands donations of clothing, household items and basic supplies that 
poured into the Shul in the days after the condo collapse. The “tripod” 
then used its network to get help from all over town sorting, boxing 
and stacking the loot in the synagogue’s social hall.

“The Shul doesn’t usually deal with Young Israel; Young Israel 
doesn’t usually deal with the church — we’re all separate,” Litkowski 
noted. “ But we all came together. If we were running low on some-
thing, needed extra manpower — it was the most beautiful thing.”

Still, Benson noted, “I wish we didn’t have to do this.”
“Every good deed that comes out of this, it doesn’t make me feel 

better,” she said. “It should be under better circumstances — people 
will always be in need. It’s kind of a lesson not to wait for this.”

By Ron Kampeas, JTA
Yale’s student council approved a statement authored by a campus 

pro-Palestinian group accusing Israel of genocide, ethnic cleansing 
and apartheid.

Two campus Jewish groups condemned the statement as having 
“antisemitic overtones.”

The Yale College Council, the undergraduate student government, 
approved the statement on June 27 first authored by Yalies 4 Palestine, 
in an 8-3 vote with four abstentions, the Forward reported.

Yalies 4 Palestine released the statement on May 12 amid the Isra-
el-Gaza conflict.

“As Yale students, we condemn the injustice, ethnic cleansing and 
genocide occurring in Palestine,” it said.

The statement also likened Israel’s actions during the conflict to 
police violence against Black Americans.

“Just as Israel’s military imposes the apartheid system against 
Palestinians, the US police enforces the system of white supremacy 

Yale student council approves statement 
accusing Israel of ‘genocide’ and ‘apartheid’

against Black Americans,” it said. 
A number of left-leaning campus 
groups subsequently endorsed 
the statement. A group of anti-Zi-
onist Jewish students and alumni 
released their own statement 
endorsing the Yalies 4 Palestine 
statement.

The campus Hillel rallied 
against the resolution and, once 
it was adopted, condemned it as 
having “antisemitic overtones.”

“It characterizes the Jewish 
state as an agent of the world’s 
most reprehensible forces and 
guilty of the most unspeakable 
crimes — in other words, de-

monically,” the Forward 
quoted the Hillel re-
sponse as saying. “This 
genealogy may be invis-
ible to its authors and 
adherents because the 
outsized perfidy they as-
cribe to the Jewish state 
is formulated in distinct-
ly contemporary terms 
— but is clear, terrifying, 
and familiar to us.”

Students walk through 
Yale University in New 
Haven, Conn., Sept. 27, 
2018. (Yana Paskova/
Getty Images)
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By Nicole Raz, JTA
When Michael Beller set out 

three years ago to get a law passed 
in Arizona requiring Holocaust 
education in public schools, the re-
sponse he got was clear.

“People told me this would never 
happen. They were like, ‘Not now, 
not ever. It will never happen in Ari-
zona.’ And that was inside the Jewish 
community and out,” he said.

But on June 30, it happened.
After a rollercoaster ride in the 

State Legislature — including a de-
bate over a controversial definition 
of antisemitism — the bill is now 
headed to Gov. Doug Ducey’s office. 
With the Republican’s signature, 
Arizona’s public schools will be re-
quired to teach about the Holocaust 
and other genocides at least twice 
between seventh and 12th grades.

According to the Phoenix Holo-
caust Association and Arizona State 
University academics, Arizona will 
be the 16th state to require Holocaust education by statute.

“So many people from so many different parts of the state invested 
countless hours over the last few years to make sure that this hap-
pens,” said Beller, who co-founded Arizona Teaching the Holocaust for 
the sole purpose of mandating Holocaust education in Arizona.

Arizona House Rep. Alma Hernandez, the Jewish Democrat who 
introduced the bill, called the passage a “big win for our community.”

“I have never been prouder to be an elected official and a Jew in Ari-
zona,” she said. “Knowing that all Arizona students will learn about the 
Holocaust gives me hope and restores my faith in humanity because 
we must teach the past to ensure it never happens again.”

Alexander White, a 97-year-old Holocaust survivor who lives in 
Scottsdale, testified in support of the bill and has been working along-
side Beller, Hernandez and other groups to see it through. Its passage 
means “a great deal” to him.

“The Holocaust is a prototype of man’s inhumanity to man, and 
young people should know about that,” he said. “If it happens once, it 
can happen again.”

The long-in-the-works bill had been on the verge of being derailed 
— ironically, by the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance’s 
definition of antisemitism. The IHRA definition, which is legally non-
binding but remains controversial for including some forms of anti-
Israel speech among its examples of antisemitism, was a last-minute 
addition to the Holocaust education bill. Republican state Senator Paul 
Boyer had pushed for the inclusion; he wound up being one of only 
two dissenting Senate votes to the final version of the bill, which did 
not include the definition.

“Passing the bill without the IHRA definition would leave our legis-
lative intent unfulfilled and vulnerable to exploitation,” Boyer said in 
April, adding that passage would “create a real possibility of seeing the 
Holocaust education curriculum corrupted in ways that could ironi-
cally boost contemporary antisemitism rather than combat it.”

In support of that idea, he pointed to California’s recent passage 
of its Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum. Jewish organizations had 
complained that the first draft of California’s curriculum ignored the 
American Jewish experience and included antisemitic language and 
anti-Israel sections.

“One need look no further than the unrelenting attempts to turn 
California’s Ethnic Studies curriculum into a vehicle for antisemitic 
propaganda. How long will it take for antisemitic predators to show up 
wishing to invert the memory of the Holocaust with their comparisons 
of Israel to the Nazis?” Boyer said.

During debate, even some supporters of the IHRA definition, such 
as Rep. Hernandez, opposed including it in the Holocaust education 

Arizona passes long-delayed Holocaust education bill

bill. “Proponents of the IHRA def-
inition, of which I am one, should 
run separate legislation, as op-
posed to attempting to seize this 
bill,” she said at the time.

Boyer declined to comment 
on the bill’s passage. The state’s 
Senate Republican caucus plans 
to pass a separate Holocaust edu-
cation mandate with the IHRA 
definition in the next legislative 
session, it said in a statement.

The Phoenix Holocaust Asso-
ciation, Christians United For Is-
rael, the Jewish Community Rela-
tions Council of Greater Phoenix 
and Arizona Teaching the Holo-
caust all advocated for the pas-
sage of the Holocaust education 
bill without the IHRA language. 
Those organizations say they in-
tend to work on separate IHRA 
legislation down the road.

Last January, Hernandez in-
troduced a separate bill focused 
on antisemitism that would have 
codified the IHRA definition into 
Arizona law to be used by state 
officials when investigating and 
tracking crime and discrimina-
tion. That bill started out with 
strong support, but it eventually 
tapered off and stalled in the Sen-
ate.

Paul Rockower, executive 
director of the JCRC of Greater 
Phoenix, said the amendment 
had jeopardized the Holocaust 
education bill and made “a non-
partisan issue partisan.”

“While we do support the use 
of the IHRA definition in a vari-
ety of contexts, we believe there 
are more appropriate avenues to 
address the public policy in Ari-

zona statutes in the future without 
causing unnecessary risk to cur-
rent Holocaust education initia-
tives,” Rockower said.

Boyer has been a driving force 
behind other controversial pro-
Israel legislation in the Arizona 
statehouse. In 2016 he was the 
primary sponsor on a bill which 
observers called “the toughest 
anti-BDS legislation in the U.S.,” 
which prohibited any part of Ari-
zona’s government from investing 
in or contracting with any com-
pany that boycotts Israel. Though 
signed into law by the governor, 
the bill was later rejected by the 
courts; Boyer has since proposed 
an amended version.

In 2014, Boyer crafted a state-
wide resolution declaring that the 
West Bank was part of Israel.

Sheryl Bronkesh, president 
of the Phoenix Holocaust Asso-
ciation, worked alongside Hernan-

dez, Beller and the JCRC on the education bill.
“I am so thrilled that at least some of the survivors who testify 

year after year could still be here,” she said. “In my mind, this bill’s in 
George Kalman’s memory and the memory of other survivors we’ve 
lost in the last year, and my parents.”

Kalman, a Holocaust survivor who closely followed the bill, died 
May 25, waiting for the education bill to pass.

Now that his work is done, Beller will wind down his organization, 
ATH.

“I saw an opportunity to move the mark and make a meaningful 
impact,” he said. “So I’ll continue to look for that next thing where I can 
apply myself and hopefully unite stakeholders to make a meaningful 
difference in people’s lives.”

Versions of this story originally ran in the Jewish News of Greater 
Phoenix.

From left: Arizona Teaching the Holocaust co-founder Michael Beller, Alexander White, Arizona State 
Rep. Alma Hernandez, and Oskar Knoblauch. White and Knoblauch, both Holocaust survivors, testi-
fied on behalf of legislation that would mandate Holocaust education in the state. (Courtesy of Mi-
chael Beller)

By Naama Barak, Israel21c
Over a year and a half into the Covid crisis, most of us have already 

heard about the link between vitamin D deficiency and the coronavi-
rus. 

But while previous research mostly measured vitamin D levels 
once patients were already sick, a new Israeli study shows that even 
pre-infection vitamin D deficiency is associated with increased Cov-
id-19 severity and mortality.

The study, conducted by researchers from Bar-Ilan University and 
its affiliate Galilee Medical Center, searched for vitamin D levels in the 
records of people with positive PCR tests for Covid who were admitted 
to the hospital between April 2020 and February 2021. It was recently 
published on MedRxiv and is now being submitted to a peer-reviewed 
journal.

Of 1,176 patients admitted, 253 had vitamin D levels recorded 14 
to 730 days prior to the positive test. Compared with mildly or moder-
ately ill patients, those with severe or critical Covid were more likely 
to have severe pre-infection vitamin D deficiency, with levels less than 
20 ng/mL.

Pre-infection low vitamin D 
associated with severe Covid
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By Israel Kasnett, Jewish News Syndicate (JNS)
“Iran will never get a nuclear weapon on my watch.”
At least this is what U.S. President Joe Biden told Israeli President 

Reuven Rivlin during his visit to the White House on Monday. Biden 
also reportedly said Israel has the right to decide how to proceed with 
Iran. This message was meant to assuage Israel’s fears over the U.S. 
approach to preventing Iran from obtaining nuclear weapons.

But Iran’s recent announcement that it has started enriching ura-
nium at 60 percent, and Tehran’s continued use of proxies to spread 
terror and instability throughout the region, leaves Israel worried that 
the U.S., as well as the other members of the P5+1 who are currently 
negotiating with Iran in Vienna, are not doing enough.

According to Dore Gold, president of the Jerusalem Center for Pub-
lic Affairs (JCPA) and Israel’s former ambassador to the United Na-
tions, while the threat of Iran obtaining nuclear weapons is considered 
the most dangerous threat associated with the Islamic Republic, it is 
also the least likely element of the Iranian arsenal to be used in the 
near future. Instead, Gold believes it is Iran’s proxies that represent 
the greatest threat today.

“Many people anticipated in 2015 the proxy problem would di-

World powers must work to prevent 
Iran’s quest for power

minish,” he said, referring to the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Ac-
tion, the formal name for the Iran 
nuclear deal. “But after the deal 
was concluded, the problem of 
proxies mushroomed across the 
Middle East.”

Gold noted that the Iranian 
proxy issue is a central threat 
that was ignored in the 2015 nu-
clear talks and now again in the 
current talks in Vienna.

Gold’s comments came dur-
ing an online panel discussion 
by the Emirates Policy Center 
titled, “Preventing a Nuclear Iran: 
Choices of Regional and Global 
Powers.” Notably, the center of-

WORLD CONT. ON PG 15

when she said, “With freedom comes responsibility.” We often focus 
on individual rights more than we do on the responsibilities that come 
with those rights.

But we need to ask ourselves whether freedom is an end in itself 
— or a precondition to something more. Freedom for what? That is 
one of the questions that most powerfully determines the character 
of a society.

My Rabbi recently shared with me the wisdom that the opposite of 
gratitude is criticism. It is so easy to deconstruct and criticize the flaws 
of this country. Imagine a governvment and a society by the people 
and for the people when, by definition, every person is so imperfect!

When not combined with a sense of responsibility and gratitude, 
criticism can be disdainful and destructive. At its best, when grounded 
in gratitude, a loving and constructive criticism is an expression of 
freedom of thought and a precursor to taking responsibility for mak-
ing things — including one another and ourselves — better.

With the celebration of Independence Day, may we cultivate grati-
tude for our freedoms and the responsibilities that come with them.

FREEDOM CONT. FROM PG 1

Freedom makes a huge requirement of every 
human being. With freedom comes respon-
sibility. For the person who is unwilling  to 
grow up, the person who does not want to 
carry his own weight, this is a frightening 
prospect.

Eleanor Roosevelt

temporary measure requiring renewal every year, prevents Palestin-
ians who marry Israeli citizens from obtaining citizenship, like other 
foreign nationals, for reasons of national security, although demo-
graphic concerns have also been cited by the law’s proponents.

The vote, which took place in the Knesset plenum shortly before 
6:30 a.m., was also made into a vote of confidence in the government 
by Prime Minister Naftali Bennett as a way of pressuring Meretz and 
Ra’am, who oppose the law, to vote with the government.

According to Yamina, Chikli said shortly beforehand that he would 
vote with the coalition, leading the government to believe it had a ma-
jority, but said the rebel MK ultimately reneged on his promise and 
voted with the opposition.

Earlier in the night, a compromise had been reached between In-
terior Minister Ayelet Shaked, Ra’am and Meretz to extend the law by 
six months, instead of 12, during which time a committee would have 
been set up in order to examine more long-term humanitarian solu-
tions.

Additionally, 1,600 Palestinians living in Israel would be granted 
residency rights as a part of the compromise, after being examined on 
a case by case basis.

Under the compromise, Ra’am leader MK Mansour Abbas and his 
fellow MK Waleed Taha voted in favor of the law, while their party 
colleagues MKs Saeed Alharomi and Mazen Ghanaim were allowed to 
abstain.

PETTY CONT. FROM PG 1

Prime Minister Naftali 
Bennett and Foreign 
Minister Yair Lapid 
with Interior Minister 
Ayelet Shaked, Trans-
port Minister Merav 
Michaeli, and Yamina 
MK Idit Silman ahead 
of the Citizenship Law 
vote, July 6, 2021. (pho-
to credit: YONATAN 
SINDEL/FLASH 90)

By Jeremy Sharon, Jerusalem Post 
A law that allowed the Defense Ministry to perpetually defer en-

listment for haredi yeshiva students technically expired on June 5, al-
though the state has now asked for a six-month extension to pass a 
new law.

As of midnight on Monday, the defense minister is no longer able 
to grant military service deferrals to ultra-Orthodox yeshiva students 
after the deadline, given by the High Court of Justice in February to 
pass a new law, ran out.

Technically, the state and the Defense Ministry are now obligated 
to draft yeshiva students who turn 18 from Tuesday, although this will 
surely not happen.

On Monday, the state requested another six-month extension from 
the court to give the government time to pass a new law to regulate the 
standing of yeshiva students who seek to defer their enlistment until 
they are over the maximum age of military service.

This is the state’s 10th request for an extension to the severely 
complex and divisive issue since the High Court ruled in 2017 that 
blanket deferrals from enlistment were discriminatory and illegal.

The court has now given the Movement for Quality Government in 
Israel, the primary petitioner in the case, until Thursday to respond to 
the government’s request for an extension.

The organization has said it unequivocally opposes any extension.
As on previous occasions, however, it is unlikely the court will cre-

Yeshiva students obligated to enlist  
after court deadline for law expires

ate a situation in which all Haredi 
men of military age are imme-
diately liable to the draft, due to 
the severe societal turmoil this 
would cause.

The vast majority of them do 
not perform military or national 
service and are able to defer their 
service every year for one year 
while they are of military age as 
long as they are studying in ap-
proved yeshivas.

The court has now ruled on 
three separate occasions, the last 
being in September 2017, that 
blanket deferrals without any se-
rious effort by the government to 
increase the numbers of haredi 
men in military or national ser-
vice is discriminatory and illegal.

During the 2015-2018 Netan-
yahu-led government, then-de-
fense minister Avigdor Liberman 
instructed a special committee 
in the ministry to draw up legis-
lation to incrementally increase 
enlistment, using economic sanc-
tions against yeshivas that do not 
fill quotas as an incentive to meet 
enlistment targets.

The government intends to re-
vive that legislation but amend it 
to also reduce the age of military 
service to just 21.

Critics of this proposal argue 
it will reduce the motivation of 
haredim to enlist since they can 
study in yeshiva for three years, 
as many do, and then join the 
workforce or seek higher educa-
tion without enlisting.

Ultra-Orthodox Jewish men arrive to pray on the banks of the Yar-
kon River in Tel Aviv during the ritual of Tashlich on October 07, 
2019. (photo credit: FLASH90)



14     THE JEWISH LEADER, JULY 9, 2021

Everyone counts:   We are counting on you!

Here in Eastern Connecticut the JFEC works to support,  
sustain and revitalize Jewish life. But we can’t do it without you.  

Send in your donation today.

O
bi

tu
ar

ie
s

VITAMIN  
CONT. FROM PG12

136 Sachem Street
Norwich CT 06360

860-889-2374
Fax 860-886-2396

Memorial

New London - Melissa 
Anne Shafner, 53, passed 
away on June 29, 2021. Me-
lissa was born in Belleville, 
NJ on March 20, 1968. She 
was the daughter of Jay 
Clott, Boca Raton, FL and 
the late Nancy (Falk) Clott.

Melissa leaves a loving 
son Noah Zane, a brother 
Jonathan Clott (Rachel), 
stepmother Emily Danson, 
ex-husband Daniel Shafner, 
and many aunts, uncles, 

cousins, nieces, and nephews.
Missy graduated from Connecticut College, Phi Beta Kapa, Summa 

Cum Laude. She also graduated with a top scholastic award from Hof-
stra University School of Law and then was admitted to the New Jer-
sey state Bar. She received a master’s degree in special education from 
the University of New Haven. She was a ten-year board member of the 
Solomon Schechter Academy in New London, CT. Melissa was the Di-
rector of Student Accessibility Services at Connecticut College.

Melissa was a Warrior Princess enduring the complexities of Pan-
creatic Cancer. She had a wonderful sense of humor and quick wit. She 
was always a loyal friend to family and friends.

Funeral services were at Neilan’s Funeral Home, 12 Ocean Ave., 
New London, CT 06320. Interment was at the Ahavath Chesed Cem-
etery, 273 Boston Post Rd., Waterford, CT 06385 on Thursday, July 1 
at 12:30 P.M.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Connecticut College in 
memory of Melissa Shafner, attention: Director of Gift Planning, 270 
Mohegan Ave. Parkway, New London, CT 06320.

Melissa Shafner
By Ron Kampeas, JTA

Reuven Bulka, the Ottawa 
rabbi dubbed “Canada’s rabbi” for 
urging his fellow Canadians to em-
brace kindness, has died at 77.

Bulka died Sunday, June 27, 
2021, in New York, the Ottawa 
Citizen reported, where he had 
moved to be close to family after 
being diagnosed with pancreatic 
cancer earlier this year. The For-
ward reported that he was buried 
in Israel.

Bulka joined Machzikei Hadas, 
an Orthodox congregation in Ot-
tawa, in 1967, and retired in 2015. 
He was the emeritus rabbi until 
his death.

“As ‘Canada’s Rabbi,’ Rabbi 
Bulka inspired Jewish Canadians 
and people across the country to 
live with optimism, humility, and 
devotion to kindness,” Prime Min-
ister Justin Trudeau said on Twitter. “And thanks to his tireless efforts, 
Canada was the first country to create a National Kindness Week. May 
his memory be a blessing.”

Jim Munson, the senator who this year shepherded through the bill 
establishing a Kindness Week in the third week of February, said Bulka 
was critical in its passage.

“There were acts of kindness taking place at every level, whether 
people knew it or not” because of Bulka’s influence, Munson was quot-
ed as saying by the Citizen. “In the Senate. In the House of Commons. 
In the Prime Minister’s Office. I think everybody recognized that you 
can have your political fights, but this is costing us nothing and it is 
giving us everything.”

Bulka was a fixture in Ottawa, speaking each year on Remembrance 
Day, Nov. 11, at the National War Memorial.

“He had such a presence on every Nov. 11,” the Citizen quoted Ot-
tawa Mayor Jim Watson as saying. “He took a solemn occasion and 
weaved it with humor. People would be talking about his Remem-
brance Day speeches afterward because they were so well-delivered 
and always without notes.”

Bulka was well known in the Canadian media, often offering advice 
as a radio commentator. He converted a conservative talk show host 
to Orthodox Judaism and was heartbroken in 2003 when she said she 
would no longer be observant, despairing at the tendency of American 
Jews to hew to liberal beliefs.

“When she went through the evolutionary stage of her journey, a 
lot of people were inspired by her own excitement about it,” Bulka told 
the Forward at the time.

The London native — born on D-Day, June 6, 1944 — was raised in 
the United States and moved to Canada as a young man. Bulka was just 
23 when he assumed his post at Machzikei Hadas, and soon steeped 
himself in the Canadian sensibilities of commitment to public service 
and getting along with one another.

Ottawa rabbi Reuven Bulka dies at 77
“For me, the most important 

thing is that people should ask 
the question as early as possible 
in life as they can: ‘What can I 
do to make this world a better 
place?’” he told the CBC earlier 
this year after announcing his di-
agnosis.

Bulka received a slew of 
awards, including the Order of 
Canada, the nation’s second high-
est honor, and led the effort in the 
1990s for Machzikei Hadas to be 
the first commonwealth syna-
gogue with a coat of arms. Con-
sulting with the chief herald of 
Canada, Bulka came up with the 
image of five Torah scrolls and 
the tablets of commandments 
upholding the Tree of Life.

On the tree, the synagogue 
explains on its website, “are 
attached intermingled maple 
leaves and Stars of David — Ca-
nadian and Jewish symbols. This 
artistic integration projects the 
beautiful fusion between Canada 
and its Jewish community.”

Bulka is survived by his wife, 
Leah, and five children with his 
first wife, Naomi, who died in 
2001.

Rabbi Reuven Bulka, seen in 
an undated photo, said people 
should ask themselves as early 
as possible in life: “What can 
I do to make this world a bet-
ter place?” (Michelle Valberg/
Machzikei Hadas)

New London - Andrea A. Wein-
er who was born Jan. 23, 1991, 
passed suddenly and very unex-
pectedly at home Wednesday, June 
30, 2021.

As a New London native An-
drea moved to Waterbury and set 
down family roots. She flourished 
at her job, getting recognized and 
promoted many times. Known for 
her artistic and creative side, she 
enjoyed making pieces of art and 
writing, winning various awards 
and certificates for her talents. 
She loved going to the beach and 
spending time with her daughter.

Predeceased by an infant sister, Mollie, Andrea is survived by her 
daughter; parents, Cindy and Barry; sister Erica and her significant 
other of two years; and many other family members and friends. She 
will be sorely missed and eternally loved.

A private graveside service was held in Beth El Cemetery, Groton. A 
Memorial Observance for Andrea was held from 4 to 7 p.m. Thursday, 
July 8, at 14 Westwood Drive, Waterford. To honor Andrea’s memory, 
donations can be made to Safe Futures, Attn: Jane Cable, 16 Jay Street 
New London, CT 06320.

Byles Memorial Home, 99 Huntington St., New London is assisting 
the family. Please visit www.Byles.com to sign the guestbook or to 
share a memory.

Andrea A. Weiner

“This study can highlight the 
risks of vitamin D deficiency in 
terms of Covid-19,” said Dr. Amiel 
Dror, who led the study. “Vitamin 
D is often associated with bone 
health. We’ve shown that it may 
also play an important role in 
other disease processes, such as 
infection.”

“It is still unclear why certain 
individuals suffer severe conse-
quences of Covid-19 infection 
while others don’t,” added co-au-
thor Prof. Michael Edelstein. “Our 
finding adds a new dimension to 
solving this lingering puzzle.”

This does not necessar-
ily mean that giving vitamin D 
to Covid patients will decrease 
the risk of severe disease, the 
researchers note. However, it 
does underscore the need to 
understand how to mitigate the 
effect of vitamin D deficiency. 
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Natalie Merchant, Mordecai Kaplan, 
and the “Real Jewish”

TEDDY WEINBERGER
© 2021, Teddy Weinberger

The other day, I hap-
pened upon an NPR Tiny 
Desk concert from 2016 
featuring the wonder-
ful Natalie Merchant 
(of 10,000 Maniacs fame 
and since then a success-
ful solo artist). Merchant 
was accompanied by three 
musicians: an accordionist, 
a bassist, and a guitarist. It 
was an excellent set, and 
toward its end, Merchant 
invited the audience to a 
sing-along. She chose a 
Protestant hymn, but then 
she seemed to feel that 

she needed to assure her audience that it was ecumenically friendly. 
As proof of this, she noted that neither she nor any of the three musi-
cians was Protestant (she said of herself, “I’m Catholic, so that just 
shows my open-mindedness”). When she turned to the accordionist, 
she said: “Uri’s Jewish, the real Jewish, like Israeli Jewish.” 

I immediately wondered what Uri thought of being categorized 
in this manner. After all, Israeli secular Jews are not known for their 
strong Jewish identity (Jewishness is implied in Israel and if you are 
not religious you may identify more as Israeli than Jewish). I was 
happy to discover that unlike many successful Israeli musicians who 
work abroad, Uri Sharlin’s home remains in Israel. He lives in Re-
hovot where, according to his Facebook page, he is a “musician and 
music teacher.” I WhatsApped Uri to see if he wanted to comment on 
Merchant’s statement (I prefaced my query by writing: “this is surely 
one of the strangest notes that you ever received”). Uri wrote back in 
a friendly manner (“nice to meet you; yes, one of the strangest”), but 
he said: “this sounds like a question for Natalie and not for me. By the 

way, I’m not sure that there is a 
need to delve too deeply precise-
ly into my Jewish identity.” 

Despite Uri’s reticence, and 
despite the fact that Merchant 
clearly made her comment in a 
humorous spirit, I believe that 
there is deep significance to her 
words. Merchant’s remark was 
in essence a classic statement 
of Reconstructionist thought, as 
outlined by Mordecai Kaplan in 
his magnum opus Judaism As A 
Civilization (1934). Kaplan main-
tained that Judaism is not just a 

religion but includes all aspects 
of the Jewish people’s culture. 
While the Jewish religion is a cru-
cial part of this culture, other ele-

ments include Jewish food, music, literature, 
sports, languages, and art. This is why Ka-
plan was an ardent Zionist and why he chose 
to live out the last years of his very long life 
in Israel (he died in 1983 at the age of 102): 
Israel is the only place in the world where 
Judaism is not just the Jewish religion but is 
the aggregate of the cultural endeavors of the 
Jewish people. 

Natalie Merchant, though unintention-
ally, validated and proved the wisdom of Mordecai Kaplan. Uri Sharlin 
is “the real Jewish” because Judaism is not just a religion--and only 
in Israel is Judaism not relegated and pigeonholed into a narrow re-
ligious culture. I think it incredible that Natalie Merchant identified 
Uri Sharlin as “the real Jewish” solely on the basis of his being Israeli. 

Ironically, perhaps Uri has a nar-
row view of Judaism and so he is 
not comfortable speaking about 
his Jewishness. But Merchant did 
not connect Uri’s Jewishness to 
anything having to do with the 
Jewish religion; she connected it 
to Uri’s being “Israeli Jewish” i.e., 
a citizen of the one country in the 
world where Jewishness is not tied 
to Jewish religious ritual or tra-
dition. This is why Natalie could 
make her statement so assuredly 
without necessarily ascertaining 
whether or not Uri observed Shab-
bat, kept kosher, or fasted on Yom 
Kippur. It was enough for her to 

know that Uri is Israeli in order to speak of him as “the real Jewish.” I’d 
like to imagine that somewhere, at the end of that Tiny Desk concert  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iOdsAE8Mq7I, Mordecai Ka-
plan was smiling and singing along. 

fered simultaneous 
Arabic translation and 
precipitated Israeli For-
eign Minister Yair La-
pid’s visit to the UAE by 
one day.

Iran’s pursuit to be-
come a “nuclear thresh-
old” state presents the 
international commu-
nity with a new real-
ity and could be part of 
Tehran’s efforts to gain 
more concessions from 
the West during talks of 
returning to the nucle-
ar deal, experts say.

Kirsten Fontenrose, 
director of the Scow-
croft Middle East Secu-

rity Initiative at the Atlantic Council, said she does not believe Iran 
intends to acquire a bomb in the near future, but rather that this is a 
pressure tactic.

“In Vienna, the sticking point is on sanctions, proxies and missiles,” 
she said, referring to the ongoing nuclear negotiations.

“The Biden administration is insisting that the Iran regime be will-
ing to engage in future talks on their use of proxies and missiles, but 
Iran has said ‘absolutely not,’” she added. “This is a red line for them….
Iran wants to protect its proxies and missiles, the pillars of its foreign 
policy, which it believes are more important.”

WORLD CONT. FROM PG13

According to Gold, the issue of 
Iranian Shi’ite militias spreading 
across the Middle East threatens 
regional stability no less than 
Iran’s threat as a nuclear-thresh-
old state.

“I am not sure Western allies 
are prepared to deal with it,” he 
said, warning that there is “a very 
dangerous Middle East on the ho-
rizon if the west and the negotia-
tors allow the proxy issue to ex-
pand and not be addressed.”

Gold explained that the ma-
lign activities of Iranian prox-
ies across the Middle East “are a 
reflection of Iran’s quest for re-
gional hegemony.” He also said he 
believes Iran is “on a roll” to try 
and place as many of these coun-
tries as possible under its yoke, 
and that it will require coopera-
tion with Israel and determina-
tion from the West to make clear 
to Iran it cannot pursue its quest 
for hegemony.

Yosef Kuperwasser, senior 
project manager on regional af-
fairs at the JCPA and former di-
rector general of the Israel Min-

istry of Strategic Affairs, said Iran wants to be “a regional superpower 
and eventually a global superpower. This is why Iran does not want 
to be a nuclear threshold country; it wants to have nuclear weapons.”

Kuperwasser said that if Iran crosses the nuclear threshold, its 
proxy forces in the Middle East “will feel much more comfortable in-
creasing their activities with the nuclear backbone of Tehran and will 
work harder to spread Iran’s ideology throughout the Middle East and 
the world.” He stressed that the international community must work 
together to deter Iran from pursuing nuclear weapons and from mov-
ing forward with its hegemonic plans.

“Our first address should be the Europeans,” he said, adding it 
makes no sense that the Europeans want to appease Iran. “The Euro-
peans dance to the Iranian flute and ignore the Arabs.”

He said that Israel “cannot put its security in the hands of the U.S.” 
and instead must be able to “defend ourselves by ourselves.” He sug-
gested the Iranians bear in mind that “the military option is on the 
table.”

Gold emphasized the need for the negotiators in Vienna to address 
the proxy issue.

“My concern is that the Iranian expansion will not stop in Gaza, Ye-
men, Syria and Lebanon, but will also reach the eastern border of Is-
rael — Jordan,” he said. “Iran keeps pushing the limits… The West must 
touch on this issue as well.”

Gold reiterated that Israel “will not live with a nuclear Iran” because 
its national security doctrine “does not tolerate this.” Returning to his 
central message, he said that the focus when it comes to combating 
Iranian aggression must also be placed on the “lesser, but more highly 
probable threats, like the proxies, missiles and drones,” which are “be-
coming a new part of the strategic landscape that we have to address.”

Dore Gold, president of the Jerusalem 
Center for Public Affairs (JCPA) and Israel’s 
former ambassador to the United Nations. 
Source: Screenshot.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iOdsAE8Mq7I
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