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Come and enjoy a fun afternoon on 
Sunday, August 8, 2021 from 4:30-
6:30 PM at the Hygienic Art Park at 

79 Bank Street, New London.

There will be live music, yummy ice cream, and 
schmoozing galore!

We’ll groove to the music of local rock band 
Rock King Rowe-- made up of local musicians Chris 
Rock, Dan King, and Jonathan Rowe.

Everyone will 
be entered into 
the best ice cream 
sundae contest 
and be eligible to 
win fun prizes.

The Ice Cream 
Social is $18 per 

person. Proceeds from this event will go to the Fed-
eration’s Operation Cool Down program, where 
we supply free air conditioners to individuals and 
families in need of relief from the heat.

JFEC Annual Campaign Kickoff
& Ice Cream Social - It’s So Cool!

You must register to attend. 
The deadline to register is  

Wed., Aug. 4.
Here’s how to register:

1. Online by going to the www.
JFEC.com website. Go to 
event date on the calendar 
at the bottom of the home 
page and click on JFEC An-
nual Kick Off – Ice Cream 
Social and follow the direc-
tions to register. You will 
be given the choice to pay 
locally (at the door); or on 
the website using PayPal. 
Online is the preferred way 
to register.

2. Email office@jfec.com us-
ing subject line Ice Cream 
Social and provide your 
name and phone number 
and how many people are 
attending in your fam-
ily. You may pay at the door 
with cash or mail a check 
made payable to JFEC, to 28 
Channing St., New London, 
CT 06320. In the memo line 
of the check be sure to write 
Ice Cream Social.

By Zev Stub, Jerusalem Post
Following publication of a report claiming to 

prove that Herzliya-based NSO Group Technologies’ 
Pegasus hacking spyware is being used to violate 
human rights, human-rights groups and technology 
leaders have called on the company to halt opera-
tions.

The Pegasus Project, a collaboration of more than 
80 journalists from 17 media organizations in 10 
countries set on exposing human-rights violations 
committed using the spyware, on Sunday said it had 
a list of 50,000 phone numbers belonging to jour-
nalists, human-rights activists and others who were 
potentially under surveillance by governments and 
other organizations using the Pegasus software.

The report “lays bare how NSO’s spyware is a 
weapon of choice for repressive governments seek-

NSO hacking spyware  
must be stopped

ing to silence journalists, attack 
activists and crush dissent, placing 
countless lives in peril,” Amnesty In-
ternational Secretary General Agnès 
Callamard said.

NSO’s software can install itself 
on a phone without a user’s knowl-
edge and provide attackers access to 
all activities and files on the device.

Among other things, Pegasus has 
been accused of playing a role in 
the murder of Saudi dissident Jamal 
Khashoggi by agents of the Saudi 
government in 2018. Amnesty said 
it found evidence that the spyware 

By JTA Staff
Kosher supermarkets are rethinking their in-

ventory. Politicians are emptying their freezers. 
And the foreign minister of Israel is vowing to 
get involved in local US politics.

The reactions were all part of the firestorm 
that quirky ice cream manufacturer Ben & Jer-
ry’s set off July 19 with its announcement that 
it would no longer sell ice cream in “Occupied 
Palestinian Territory.” 

The Vermont-based company, founded by 
two Jews and long known for its left-leaning 
politics, had gone dark on social media for two 
months since the recent outbreak of violence in 
Israel and Gaza. The announcement broke that 
silence, simultaneously infuriating Israel advo-
cates who said the decision was an unfair attack 
on Israel and disappointing pro-Palestinian ad-
vocates who said the company should have gone 
farther.

Israeli politicians, supermarkets in the US, 
various pundits and even Ben & Jerry’s current 
Israeli licensee went after the ice cream maker 
and its corporate parent, the British multina-
tional Unilever, for its statement. (The compa-

Response to Ben & Jerry’s  
Israeli settlements exit

ny’s Jewish founders, Ben Cohen, 
and Jerry Greenfield, no longer 
manage the brand but have often 
used their frozen treats to push 
social justice causes.)

Here are some of the reac-
tions to the company’s freezing 
out of its business relations in 
Israel.
Israeli politicians go on the 
offensive

Reactions from Israel’s lead-
ers were harsh. Despite the dis-
tinctions, Ben & Jerry’s made in 
its statement between Israel and 
the “Occupied Palestinian Terri-
tory,” Prime Minister Naftali Ben-
nett, a longtime supporter of the 
settlements, called the decision a 
“boycott of Israel” and said Ben 
and Jerry’s “decided to brand it-
self as an anti-Israel ice cream.” 
His predecessor, Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu, tweeted, “Now we Is-

RESPONSE CONT. ON PG 12

Congregation Beth El of Waterford/New 
London is pleased to present its annual Harold 
D. Juli Memorial Cantor’s Concert on Sunday, 
August 1, 2021, beginning at 7:00 PM via Zoom.

This year will feature two crowd-pleasers, 
Hazzan Sanford Cohn and Cantor Michael Zoos-
man who will be accompanied by pianist Na-
tasha Ulyanovsky. They will be performing a 
variety of music genres including Ladino, show 
tunes, Hebrew songs, North American pop by 
Jewish composers, Yiddish songs, and Jewish 
songs of healing. It promises to be the musical 
event of the summer.

The concert was named for Dr. Harold Juli, 
who was an active member and leader of Con-
gregation Beth El. He served as an officer on 
the board of directors for many years, includ-
ing chair of the Ritual Committee and several 
search committees. He served for many years 
as the “Gabbi” at High Holy Day services. Har-
old took tremendous pride and joy each Rosh 
Hashanah, when he was privileged to blow the 
traditional ram’s horn, the shofar. A professor 
of anthropology at Connecticut College for 33 
years, Harold was also the associate dean of the 
faculty from 1987 to 1990, before returning to 
full-time teaching. He passed away in February 

Annual Harold Juli Memorial  
Cantors’ Concert August 1

2007, after which the synagogue 
Board of Directors voted to name 
the event in his memory; sadly, 
he was to be the congregation’s 
next president.

There is no charge to view the 
performance, but non-members 
are asked to please contact the 
synagogue at 860-442-0418 or 
email office@bethel-nl.org for 
the Zoom link; the event will be 
recorded and added to the “Con-
gregation Beth El of New Lon-
don, CT” YouTube Channel. 

Congregation Beth El is a 
diverse, egalitarian commu-
nity that celebrates our faith, 
heritage, and culture within the 
framework of Conservative Juda-
ism. Our congregation welcomes 
persons of all ages, races, gen-
der orientations and religious 
streams and strives to enrich the 
lives of those it touches through 
worship, learning, fellowship, 
celebration and tikun olam—
healing the world.

RISE TO THE CHALLENGE!

file:///C:/Users/Mary/Dropbox/19%20March%202021%20Leader/Page%201/www.JFEC.com
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Dropbox/19%20March%202021%20Leader/Page%201/www.JFEC.com
mailto:office%40jfec.com?subject=Campaign%20Kick%20Off
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Candle Lighting for Eastern CT area

Energy Saving  
Windows & Doors! 

Order Factory Direct! 

Vinyl Replacement &  
New Construction Windows 

          Storm Windows & Commercial Aluminum 

Professional Installation Available 

Railings & Fences of Many Styles 

860.848.9258 • www.alltimemfg.com 

Since 1946 

TECHNOLOGY. TRADITION. TORAH.
Congregation Beth El is welcoming new members. During this time 
of pandemic our congregation is more active than ever through the 
safety of Zoom and offers a wide variety of options for everyone.

Rabbi Earl Kideckel joined Beth El as its spiritual 
leader last summer and has rapidly become a 
beloved part of the congregation. He has 
provided innovative ways to vitalize the 
synagogue despite the pandemic and has initiated 
diversity to our services while respecting our 
traditions. Rabbi Kideckel has officiated at life 
cycle events for many decades and enjoys 
collaborating with other area synagogues and 
clergy. 

JOIN US – WE LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU! 
860.442.0418 • office@bethel-nl.org • bethel-nl.org

By Abigail Klein Leichman, Israel21c
Israeli neuroscientists trained a 50-year-old man, blind from birth, 

to recognize objects using a sensory substitution algorithm called  
EyeMusic.

Developed by Prof. Amir Amedi, founding director of the Baruch 
Ivcher Institute for Brain, Cognition & Technology at IDC Herzliya, Ey-
eMusic converts visual stimuli into “soundscapes” — sound units that 
convey information about geometric shapes.

Functional magnetic resonance imaging of the man’s brain before 
and after he learned to recognize soundscapes revealed that neu-
ral circuits in his brain had formed “topographic maps” previously 
thought incapable of forming after infancy.

“The human brain is indeed more plastic during infancy, but it 
maintains an enormous potential for reprogramming throughout a 
person’s life,” said Amedi, who did groundbreaking research into sen-
sory substitution devices at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem be-
fore joining IDC in 2019.

The latest study, reported in the journal NeuroImage, provides new 
evidence of the brain’s ability to change. It holds out promise that peo-
ple can be trained to restore lost function, for example after a stroke.

Study co-author Shir Hofstetter from the Spinoza Centre for Neuro-
imaging in Amsterdam, said that after the subject learned to interpret 
soundscapes, “his neural circuits were shown to be activated not only 
in the auditory cortices, but also in the occipital cortex, which receives 
visual stimuli in sighted people and is not expected to be activated in a 
congenitally blind individual.”

The scans revealed topographic maps tuned to pitch and time that 
had not existed before. For instance, tones of a similar pitch were 

Blind man’s brain learns to ‘see’ through his ears
represented by adja-
cent neurons, whereas 
those of radically differ-
ent pitches were repre-
sented by neurons that 
were distant from one 
another.

This is the first time 
that topographic maps 
have been shown to 
emerge in an adult hu-
man brain.

“Critical periods are 
not permanent cut-off 
points for developing 
new sensory abilities — 
rather, in a way, we can 
give the brain a second 
chance at any point in 
life,” Amedi said.

IDC Prof. Amir Amedi with a simulation of a soundscape that conveys geo-
metric information enabling the brain to “see” without vision. Photo courtesy 
of Amir Amedi



 THE JEWISH LEADER, JULY 23, 2021 3

Senior Connections
 
 
 

 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Reservations 
required.  

Please call 
Carly @ (860) 

444-6333 

 All Kosher Hot 
Lunches (KHL) 
begin @ 12:30.  
 

Suggested KHL 
donation is 

$3.00 

 1. 
 

2. 3.  

4.

 

5. Office Closed 
Independence 
Day    

6.  7. 8. 
12:00 deadline to 
order food for 
7/12 

9. 10. 

11.  12. 
The Works - 
Falafel Wrap  
Half Wrap and Side 
Salad  

13. 
 

14. 15. 
12:00 deadline to 
order food for 
7/19 

16. 17. 

18. 19. 
Tuna Grinder  

20. 21. 
12:00 Deadline 
to reserve your 
spot for Lunch in 
Niantic on 7/28 

22. 
12:00 deadline to 
order food for 
7/26 

23. 24. 

25. 26. 
Specialty 
Eggplant Wrap  
Half Wrap and Side 
Salad 

27. 28. 
11:30 am Lunch 
in Niantic  
Café Sol w/Dessert 
at Gum Drops and 
Lollipops 

29. 30.   
 

31. 

 July 2021 Senior Connections  

It’s hot and sunny and the trees are blooming. Why not go outside 
and soak up some fresh air and get your daily dose of vitamin D? For 
this season, we are going to have our Senior Hot Lunch outside again 
at Bates Woods Park, catered by Pick Pockets (Groton) and Pizzarama 
(New London). Come see old friends and make some new ones as well.

We are requesting a suggested donation of $3.00 per person for 
each lunch.

Lunch and Kibbitz – Mondays at 12:30 pm
Deadline to reserve your meal is the Thursday at 12 noon before 

the Monday lunch
All events take place at: Bates Woods Park, 80 Chester St. New 

London, CT 06230

July 26 -- Specialty Eggplant Wrap -- Half of a Wrap and a Garden 
Salad -- Fried Eggplant, Hummus, Lettuce, Tomato, Cucumbers, Car-
rots, Feta Cheese, Onions, Roasted Red Peppers, with House Balsamic 
Dressing.

August 2 -- Meatless Grinder -- 
Grinder with Lettuce, Tomatoes, Onions, 
and cheese.

August 9 -- Specialty Falafel Wrap 
Half Wrap and Salad -- Falafel with 
Hummus, Lettuce, Tomato, Cucumbers, 
Carrots, Feta Cheese, Onions, Roasted Red Peppers with our House 

Balsamic Vinaigrette.
August 16 -- Tuna Salad -- Tuna 

Fish Salad over a Bed of Lettuce topped 
with Tomatoes, Cucumbers and Onions.

August 23 -- Pick Pocket Wrap 
-- Half of a Wrap and a Garden Salad -- 
Breaded Egg Plant topped with Fresh 
Mozzarella Cheese, Lettuce, Roasted 

Red Peppers with our House Balsamic Dressing.
August 30 -- Meatless Grinder -- Meatless Grinder served with 

Cheese, Lettuce, Tomatoes and Onions

Events
Wed., July 28: Café Sol Lunch and Dessert on your own in Niantic. 

346 Main Street, Niantic, CT -- Meet you there at 11:30 am!
We will have a light healthy lunch amongst the flowers at Café Sol. 

Followed by a trip down memory lane with ice cream at Gumdrops 
& Lollipops, a 50’s-themed 
candy and ice cream shop 
on the water. All reserva-
tions must be in by Wed., 
July 21 at 12 noon.

Wed., Aug. 25 Water 
Street Coffee House, Lunch 
on your own at 13 Wash-
ington Street #1, New Lon-
don, CT. Meet you there at 
11:30 am!

Come join us at the Water Street Café for lunch and some sun. All 
reservations must be in by Wed., August 18 at 12:00 noon.

Stuff you need to know about our events
Carly’s Schedule – Please call Carly at 860-444-6333, Monday 

through Friday 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM for all reservations or questions 
regarding Senior Services. We have limited space available, so please 
call as soon as possible to make sure you get a seat or reserve a spot 
for one of our exciting trips or one of our lunches.

Lunch and Kibbitz continues

 

Congregation Beth El presents 

The Harold D. Juli Memorial    
Cantor’s Concert 

 

Sunday, August 1, 2021  
at 7:00p.m. via Zoom 

Featuring 
Cantor Sanford Cohn 

and 
Cantor Michael Zoosman 

Piano accompanist, Natasha Ulyanovsky 

This Concert is Free of Charge.  Non-members are asked to 
please contact the Beth El office for the Zoom link:   
(860)442-0418 or office@bethel-nl.org. 

Join us for a wonderful evening featuring a variety of music genres 
including Ladino, Show Tunes, Hebrew Songs, North American Pop 
by Jewish Composers, Yiddish Songs, and Jewish Songs of Healing. 
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Thames River Heritage Park
one river.  a thousand stories.

Thamesriverheritagepark.org

One River. Four Tours.
Aboard our Navy Utility Boats

Submarines, Battlefields, 
& Betrayers
MILITARY LIFE ON THE THAMES
Stories of legendary heroes, 
infamous traitors, and extraordinary 
feats of tactical brilliance.
 

Suffragettes, Puppeteers, 
& Patriots
WOMEN OF THE THAMES
Hear stories of local women who 
have made significant contributions 
throughout history to the economic,
cultural, educational and social fabric 
of the Thames River communities.

Water, Wampum, 
& Medicine Wheels 
MOHEGAN LIFE ON THE THAMES
Tribal members will share stories about 
how crucial the Thames River was for 
food, wildlife, transportation, and trade 
beginning in the late 16th century. 

Blowholes, Blubber, 
& Breaches
WHALING TALES ON THE THAMES
More than 1,100 whaling voyages 
embarked from the city. The industry 
created great wealth and opportunity, 
as well as great misery for many.

Tours leave from City Pier in New London and run approximately 75 minutes.
Food and beverages, including alcohol, welcome.

For schedules, tickets, and tour details go to 
ThamesRiverHeritagePark.org/boat-tours. 

Purchase tickets in advance to guarantee a seat. 

Make the park experience complete with a visit to some of 
the historic sites on both shores. Board our water taxi at one 
of our three landing sites in New London and Groton for a 
hop-on hop-off harbor cruise. Go to water taxi on our website.

Custom Tub & Shower
Enclosures

  • Design & Installation
  • All-Glass Enclosures

Expert Mirror Design &
Installation

  • Visit Our Showroom

151 Jefferson Avenue • New London, CT 06320
Phone (860) 442-0373 • Fax (860) 442-1356

SERVING SOUTHEASTERN CONNECTICUT
FOR OVER 60 YEARS

FULL  SERVICE  GLASS  SPECIALISTS

CO., INC
Ruby Glass

By Jon Schiller, Israel21c
Israel will introduce STEM (science, technology, engineering and 

math) subjects to Israeli children in kindergarten through middle 
school, to encourage scientific thinking and prepare children for their 
adult lives and potential high-tech jobs, announced Israel’s Minister of 
Innovation, Science and Technology Orit Farkash-Hacohen and Minis-
ter of Education Yifat Shasha-Bitton.

In the upcoming school year, Israeli middle school students will 
learn computer science and robotics in a pilot program aimed at wid-
ening and diversifying the talent pool of potential future high-tech 
employees.

Today, 10 percent of Israeli high-school students choose to learn a 
STEM topic at an advanced level for their matriculation exams. These 
topics are considered good indicators for working in the high-tech 
sector and are prioritized by universities and employers. In addition, 
these subjects have been shown to enable greater social mobility.

“We must allow every student the opportunity to advance in the 
subjects they are interested in, and where they can best utilize their 
strengths,” said Shasha-Bitton. “It is our job to make various fields 
accessible to the students, including those related to high tech — in 
which Israel is considered a global leader,” she added.

“This program is relevant to every Israeli household, and it is a sig-
nificant part of my vision for turning Israeli technologies and innova-
tion into a catalyst of social change that helps advance the financial 
security of each household,” said Farkash-Hacohen.

She noted that the Israeli high-tech industry needs quality workers, 
and this program is the start of a long-term solution.

“Israel is joining other high tech-oriented countries which incen-
tivize educational programs in computer sciences from kindergarten 
through the end of high school. It is only natural that our children will 
become acquainted with the computing world at an early age, seeing 
as it is woven into, and affects, every field of our lives.”

Israel to introduce STEM 
studies in kindergarten

School children in Jerusalem. Photo by Kobi Gideon/Flash90
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    By  

Artie
  Dean

Direct: 860-443-4400   Cell: 860-625-5255 
Email: Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com 
Website: www.CallTheHouseman.com 

Blog: CTHouseMan.com 

ON THE BAY 

FOR ALL YOUR  
REAL ESTATE NEEDS 

Requiem for a Soldier on the 4th, 
Conclusion

JT’s All Seasons Landscaping
Call Joel Tomsky @ 860-271-9549 

Lawn Care • Fertilizing • Mulching 

Ask about our senior rates

Hedge & Tree 
Trimming

Spring Cleanup

Commercial
and

Residential

Driveway 
Sealing

Dump Runs

and more!

Locally owned
&  operated

Insured #MPT7743H •  LLC 1101711
This is the perfect time 

for pruning trees & shrubs

From last issue:
Robbie glanced at the strangely clad middle-aged woman sitting in 

the lifeguard’s chair. Dressed to the nines in a red business suit, she 
looked as if she’d stepped out of a boardroom. What the hell is this 
babe doing here?

Regardless of her motive, her mere presence had upended Robbie’s 
intentions. He decided to wait till she left, even if it took all night.

And so, they sat there, complete strangers, each of their futures 
somehow tied to their mere existence. The moon rose, and even by 
that meager light Robbie could see she was sobbing. An hour passed, 
each of them deterred by the other, until, finally, somewhere around 
one am, Doris climbed down from her perch and strode towards the 
water. She waded in up to her thighs, then dove beneath, disappearing. 

Robbie held his breath. “Crazy lady,” he muttered under his breath. 
Robbie got up and tried to run despite his weighted pockets. A 

sense of loss enveloped him although, truly, why should he care? He 
shed his pockets of rocks, tossing them to the side as fast as he could 
as he ran towards the spot where she’d disappeared. 

“Stop! Come back!” he yelled, picking up speed now, the sand flying 
behind his feet. A mission he’d headed in Da Nang rose in his memory. 
He’d been the one to carry the wounded to safety when his chopper 
went down in the sea. And he was there once again, the missiles, the 
explosions, his desperate attempts to save his men. He’d failed so mis-
erably then, not this time, no, not this time. 

Now he was thrashing through the waves, reaching, and shouting 
and grabbing through the water, coming up empty once again.

“Lady! Don’t do it!”

...and now the conclusion:
A set of toes broke the water perhaps twenty feet out from where 

Robbie searched, before disappearing again beneath the moonlit sur-
face. Robbie swam towards the ripples yelling for others to help, al-
though the lifeguards were long gone. A flash of red clothing disap-
pearing in the depths caught his attention. “No! Please! Come back!” 
He dove into the water, thrusted downwards, grasping only seaweed. 
The preoccupation with his own troubles dissolved, as the peril of a 
stranger became paramount. She’s young. Too soon to give up. 

He fought back tears, the impending loss at sea mixing with his 
long-ago failures with his fellow soldiers, his wife, and even his daugh-

ter. Waves struck his face as he 
dove again and again, his tears 
washed by the sea, his sense of 
loss intensified. He was tired—
so tired, swimming in sodden 
clothes. Tired of his empty life, 
and his past failures. I can’t do it. 
I just can’t. I can barely see any-
thing.

After a while, his leaden arms 
barely broke the surface as he 
struggled to swim, his breath 
coming in gasps while his hands 
went numb. Firecrackers sound-
ed on the beach where a few 
teenagers were setting off fire-
works, renewing Robbie’s night-
marish memories of that long ago 
debacle under attack in Vietnam. 
A feeling of defeat overcame his 
efforts as the minutes passed. 
But he continued to swim back 
and forth, coming up for air more 
and more frequently, then diving 
and casting about, hoping for a 
miracle. An image of his father’s 
face rose before him. You’ll never 
amount to anything. You’re a good 
for nothing bum. A tree limb float-
ed by, perhaps felled on the shore 
by a recent storm. Robbie clasped 
it to his chest, resting for a mo-
ment to catch his breath before 
discarding it.

With aching limbs, he contin-
ued to search, the present tragedy 
mixing with the one so long ago, 
his sense of defeat with his men, 
his family, and his finances mag-
nifying one another. He imagined 
sending a telepathic message to 
the lady in red, and perhaps for 
himself. Don’t give up. Whatever 
you do, don’t give up.

The sound of a Coast Guard 
cutter coming to port up the New 
London Channel caught his atten-
tion, the throb of the engine echo-
ing across the water. He stripped 
off his shirt and swung it around 
in the air, bellowing with his last 
bit of strength. “Over here. Please, 
for God’s sake help her.” 

His shouts went unheeded. 
The cutter continued towards 
its berth. What Robbie couldn’t 
know was that a levelheaded ca-
det, out on his first training mis-
sion, seeing Robbie’s signal, had 
radioed the New London Police 
department. Even now, as Rob-
bie’s strength ebbed, a twenty-
foot police speed boat was jetting 
towards his position from patrol 
along the Groton shore. 

Soon a searchlight found him. 
It swept the area, revealing a 
woman in red, floating face down 
on a tree limb, her arms to either 
side, like a sacrificial offering to 
an unseen power.

Robbie watched as a diver 

brought her alongside the boat, and hoisted her up, cradling her head 
so as not to injure her neck. And then there was the wonderful sound 
of a woman coughing, and retching, and crying. They wrapped her in 
blankets, brought her into the cabin. 

The searchlight swept by and then steadied on Robbie, still tread-
ing water. “Will she be all right?” he called to the policeman standing 
beside the gunwale.

“Well, she’s breathing, and talking, and asking for her mother. 
That’s always a good sign. Who knows how the hell you managed to 
signal? It’s a miracle.” Then he saluted and Robbie saluted back. 

“You’re a hero, you know,” the officer said as he turned off the 
searchlight. The police boat receded in the distance. Robbie watched 
until it disappeared up the river, heading towards L + M Hospital. As 
Robbie trudged towards the shore, a long-ago memory of his wife and 
his teenage daughter with their arms around his waist flashed in his 
mind. He pictured a happy reunion, rehearsed the words he might 
say to make everything good again. And in that moment, everything 
seemed possible once again.

44726

 Diamonds  ❖  Watches  ❖  Crystal
 Fine Contemporary & Antique Jewelry

 Custom Jewelry Design  ❖  Expert Jewelry & Watch Repair
 Estate Jewelry Bought & Sold

 262 Boston Post Road • Utopia Centre 
 Waterford, CT • (860) 442-4391

 Monday - Thursday 10:00-6:00  ❖  Friday 10:00-7:00  ❖  Saturday 10:00-4:00

 Since 1919 Southeastern Connecticut’s Oldest and Most Respected Jewelers

Beth El Community Cemetery, located on Lestertown 
Road in Groton, is a Jewish inclusive cemetery 
accommodating the needs of the community.

-	 	No	synagogue	affiliation	
 required
-  Plots available: Jewish,
 interfaith, cremains & families
 Call Merrill: 860 383 5605

LOOKING FOR A PLACE FOR YOU OR YOUR 
LOVED ONES TO REST IN DIGNITY?
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By Carol Goodman Kaufman
Silvery-green olive trees shimmer under a blazing Tuscan sun. 

Vines laden with pendulous bunches of grapes climb rocky terraces. 
Frescoes, oil paintings, sculpture, and statuary fill churches and mu-
seums to the brim. Trattorias, osterias, ristorantes, and gelaterias line 
the streets of every city. And the wine! Italy is the only place on earth 
where I can drink the wine without fear of a migraine to follow.

Despite Italy’s fine reputation for art, food, and wine, the country 
has had a mixed relationship with its Jews. Tribespeople have risen to 
high levels of business, the arts, government, and the military in one 
era but have been confined to ghettoes in another. They’ve mixed at 
the highest levels of society but perished in concentration camps in 
the next.

Although Italy has never been home to a large Jewish population, 
our people have had a presence in the country since the second cen-
tury BCE, when Judaea allied with the Roman Empire against the Hel-
lenistic Seleucids (of Hanukkah infamy). The High Priest Simon Mac-
cabeus, leader of the Hasmonean dynasty, sent a delegation to Rome to 
negotiate a deal and found a small Jewish community there. 

Interesting factoid: Rome claims to be the site of the longest con-
tinuous Jewish presence in the world after Jerusalem. 

But alliances change. The Romans, coveting the Middle Eastern 
crossroads in the Mediterranean, made war against Judaea three times 
over several decades, beginning in the first century CE. They sacked Je-
rusalem, destroyed the Second Temple, and brought our ancestors as 
slaves to Rome, where the emperor Domitian erected the Arch of Titus 
to celebrate the victory. In fact, one of the carvings on the arch depicts 
the captured Jewish slaves carrying the Temple’s menorah. 

The menorah has not been seen since. And Jewish history changed 
forever.

As if slavery wasn’t bad enough, the Romans then forced a tax upon 
every Jew in the empire. This was a particularly heinous act for devout 
Jews as it took the money meant for the maintenance of the Temple in 
Jerusalem to support the idolatrous Temple of Jupiter in Rome.

A couple of centuries later, while Christianity grew as the official 
religion of the Roman Empire, our status in Italy declined even fur-
ther. The Emperor Constantine established onerous restrictions on 
the Jews. We did enjoy a brief reprieve under his successor, Julian the 
Apostate, who even encouraged the Jews in their quest to build a new 
Temple in Jerusalem. Unfortunately, his death cut that interlude short 
and just two years after his ascent, his successor, Jovian, rescinded Ju-
lian’s liberal policies toward the Jews. Oppression began again. 

By the turn of the 6th century, however, Jewish life flourished in 
cities from Milan in the north to Palermo in the south, and Rome in the 
middle. Neither the various popes nor the leaders of the various city-
states in Italy bothered the Jews. In fact, they chose to take advantage 
of their business acumen and even provided a bit of protection to the 
community.

But, as the roller coaster that is our collective story goes, the Jews 
suffered sanctions ranging from special taxes to expulsion, and the sit-
uation changed depending on which pope sat in power. For example, 
Pope Alexander III in the 11th century vetoed anti-Jewish laws pro-
posed by anti-Semitic advisors. But Pope Innocent III in the 12th wasn’t 
so darn innocent. He not only threatened to excommunicate anybody 
who hired a Jew for public office, he had every Jew already employed 
fired. The final insult: he ordered the wearing of a yellow badge. 

Fast forward a few centuries to 1492, when King Ferdinand and 
Queen Isabella of Spain issued their Alhambra Decree, also known as 
the Edict of Expulsion. They ordered all practicing Jews banished from 
the kingdom. Many of them fled to Italy and, depending on the rul-
ers of its various city-states, found differing receptions. Some reached 
safety under the protection of King Ferdinand I of Naples, while others 
found safety in Tuscany. Pope Alexander VI welcomed our folks from 
both Spain and Portugal into Rome, stating publicly that they were 
“permitted to lead their life, free from interference from Christians, 
to continue in their own rites, to gain wealth, and to enjoy many other 
privileges.” Some popes even hired Jewish physicians in direct conflict 
with the Spanish monarchs’ edict. 

One of the families that stopped in Italy on its way from the Iberian 

Italy: Pasta and Future
Peninsula to ultimate 
freedom in the Otto-
man Empire was that 
of conversa Beatrice 
Mendes. Famous for 
helping fellow con-
versos escape the 
clutches of the Inqui-
sition, she stayed for 
a while in Venice be-
fore fleeing to Ferrara, 
where Duke Ercole II 
welcomed her to the 
city and promised 
freedom to practice 
her religion. It was in 
Ferrara that Beatrice 
openly declared her 
Judaism and reclaimed the Jew-
ish name by which she is known 
even today: Doña Gracia Nasi.

Unfortunately, other areas 
of Italy were not so welcoming. 
Throughout the 16th century, 
conditions deteriorated. Ven-
ice established the world’s first 
ghetto in 1516, building walls 
to contain the Jews in the neigh-
borhood in the shadow of the 
foundry to contain the Jews. And 
in Rome and Genoa, conditions of 
poverty and hunger worsened so 
that the Jews were forced to ac-
cept baptism simply to survive. 
In response to increasingly worse 
circumstances, the community 
gradually moved northward, ul-
timately migrating to Poland and 
Lithuania.

By the 20th century things 
went from amazing heights to ca-
lamity. Rome had a Jewish mayor, 
the country elected a Jewish 
prime minister, and over a dozen 
Jews served in the Senate. Dur-
ing World War I, Jews served in 
the military as officers and many 
hundreds of them were decorat-
ed for valor. 

Then fascism arose in the 
1930s and, despite the move-
ment’s blatant antisemitism, 
many Jews supported the fascists. 
In an example of pure realpoli-
tik, Italian leader Mussolini — Il 
Duce — wanted to reduce British 
influence in the Middle East. At 
the same time, Revisionist Zion-
ist Vladimir Jabotinsky wanted 
to establish a naval officer train-
ing facility for Palestinian Jews in 
Italy. A deal was made, but it was 
a deal with the devil.

With the establishment of 
the racial laws in 1938, things 
went from bad to worse. These 
new fascist-imposed regula-
tions restricted Jews’ civil rights, 
banned our books, and excluded 

Jews from public office 
and higher education. 
Other parts of the law 
stripped Jews of their 
assets and restricted 
travel.

Ironically, Italy took 
in many Jewish refu-
gees from Nazi Ger-
many, but despite the 
Fascist government’s 
original refusal to de-
port Jews to the death 
camps, about 15% of 
Italy’s Jews perished in 
concentration camps.

Perhaps in atone-
ment for its behavior 
toward its Jews, Italy 
has erected monu-
ments to commemo-

rate the Holocaust and holds annual memorial services to honor those 
thousands of Italian Jews who perished. But unlike most countries, 
Italy has included Jewish history in its public-school curriculum.

Italy’s Jewish population has gradually dwindled since the end of 
the war, and now makes up less than one half of one percent of the na-
tion’s sixty-one million. But most Jews in Italy today are not native, but 
immigrants and children of immigrants, and they congregate mainly 
in Rome and Milan. 

Despite the small numbers, there are twenty-one distinct Jewish 
communities across the country. The Unione delle Comunità Ebraiche 
Italiane is the umbrella organization similar to our Federation that 
represents the community. Synagogues, many ancient and in various 
stages of restoration, can be found from Rome to Siena to Venice’s 
ghetto. There are also museums, ancient Jewish neighborhoods, and 
archeological sites to visit. 

But be sure to bring your passport with you when you do go, as 
security is very tight at Jewish institutions.

Spinaci con Pinoli e Passerine: 
Spinach with Pine Nuts and Raisins 

Serves 6
Recipe adapted from Joyce Goldstein’s

Cucina Ebraica: Flavors of the Italian Jewish Kitchen 

This recipe, a combination of sweet and savory flavors, can be used 
by itself as a side dish, or encased in a phyllo dough pocket or pie. 

Ingredients:
2 ½ pounds spinach, stems removed and leaves rinsed well
2 to 3 tablespoons olive oil
2 small yellow onions or 6 green onions, minced
4 tablespoons raisins, soaked in hot water 15 minutes, then drained
4 tablespoons pine nuts, toasted
Salt and freshly ground pepper to taste
Grated zest of 1 lemon 

Directions:
Heat a teaspoon of olive oil in a large skillet. Add rinsed spinach 

and sauté quickly, turning spinach frequently, just until wilted. Trans-
fer spinach to a colander to drain.

Meanwhile, heat 1½ tablespoons olive oil in the pan. 
Add onions and cook over medium heat until they are translucent, 

not browned, 5-8 minutes. 
Add drained spinach, raisins, and pine nuts and toss lightly to com-

bine.
Add salt and pepper to taste. 
Just before serving, sprinkle with lemon zest. 
Serve warm or at room temperature. 
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Everyone counts:   We are counting on you!
Here in Eastern Connecticut the JFEC works to support, sustain  

and revitalize Jewish life. But we can’t do it without you.  
Send in your donation today.

Hadassah News

Hadassah Eastern CT
We’d love to hear from you. 
Please feel free to call or write.

● President: Karen Bloustine bloustinek@gmail.com
860-326-6377

● Membership: Moira Ross moira29ross@hotmail.com
● Donations: Treas. Vicki Seroussi 2 Mitchell Ct 

Norwich, CT 06360
● Cards/Certificates: Kim Fischburg kimfischburg@gmail.com

860-608-9223

   Follow us on Facebook  

As reported in  
The Jerusalem Post

Multiple myeloma is 
still an incurable cancer 
within the spongy bone 
marrow.

A team of Israeli sci-
entists and doctors have 
developed the country’s 
first blue-and-white CAR 
T immunotherapy for the 
treatment of multiple my-
eloma, potentially giving 
thousands of sick patients 
access to this life-saving 
treatment.

A Phase I clinical trial 
kicked off during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. So far, 
seven patients have re-
ceived the treatment, and 
it is proving safe and ef-
fective.

The idea to develop Israel’s own CAR T therapy was spearheaded 
by Prof. Polina Stepensky, who heads Hadassah-University Medical 
Center’s department of bone marrow transplantation and cancer im-
munology, along with Prof. Cyrille Cohen, the head of the immunol-
ogy lab at Bar-Ilan University. Stepensky was inspired by the work of 
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center for Cell Engineering Director 
Michel Sadelain and convinced her team that they could do it.

Over the last few years, they have completed all of the necessary in 
vitro and in vivo experiments, built laboratories and good manufac-
turing practice facilities with Hadassah, and received all the necessary 
Health Ministry approvals to test the treatment on people.

Stepensky and two Ph.D. students, Dr. Shlomit Kfir Erenfeld and Dr. 
Nathalie Asherie, have been working on the clinical trials.

CAR T treatment is a type of gene therapy that marshals the pa-
tient’s own T-cells – white blood cells of the immune system. The cells 
are genetically engineered to include a ‘hunting’ element that seeks 
out the cancer cells and destroys them. Called chimeric antigen recep-
tors (CARs), these hunters bind to specific proteins and reprogram the 
T-cells to destroy the cancer. 

The treatment is usually administered alongside chemotherapy.
The partnership with Hadassah opens up possibilities for patients 

who do not have access to big clinical trials or to this kind of therapy 
that, when approved, can cost several hundreds of dollars.

Until now, few Israelis with multiple myeloma had access to such a 
treatment, as it was not offered in the country. The only options were 
to fly to China – if approved – or the United States. But only American 
citizens could be treated in the US, and the cost was up to $400,000.

Stepensky said the price tag for the Israeli treatment will be much 
less.

The team is planning to test up to 60 patients and then move on to 
Phase II and Phase III trials if all goes well. Professor Stepensky says: 
“My aim is that this is only the beginning.”

HADASSAH partners with 
Bar-Ilan University to treat 

multiple myeloma

Prof. Polina Stepensky

By Sheila Horvitz
A survey of US Jewish voters taken after the Israel-Gaza conflict 

found that a sizable minority believe some of the harshest criticisms 
of Israel, including that it is committing genocide and apartheid.

The survey found that a quarter of US Jews agree that Israel “is 
an apartheid state” but 67% think it’s antisemitic to say that Israel 
doesn’t have a right to exist.

Among respondents to the survey commissioned by the Jewish 
Electorate Institute, 34% agreed that “Israel’s treatment of Palestin-
ians is similar to racism in the United States,” 25% agreed that “Israel 
is an apartheid state” and 22% agreed that “Israel is committing geno-
cide against the Palestinians.”

Among younger voters included in the survey, agreement with 
those statements was higher, though still in the minority. The poll 
found that 9% of voters agreed with the statement, “Israel doesn’t have 
a right to exist.” But among voters under 40, that proportion was 20%. 
A third of younger voters agreed that Israel is committing genocide, 
a position that even hu-
man rights lawyers who 
are critical of Israel say 
is extreme; more than a 
third agreed that Israel 
is an apartheid state. 

The findings are 
somewhat surprising as 
mainstream pro-Israel 
organizations keep try-
ing to make the case 
that Israel is central 
to Jewish identity and 
that criticism of it often 
veers into antisemitism. 
These findings suggest 
that many American 
Jews agree with state-
ments by some of Isra-
el’s harshest critics on 
the left made during the Gaza-Israel conflict in May, including in some 
cases by a handful of Democratic members of Congress who were then 
criticized by their colleagues.

This survey of American Jewish political sentiment, in other areas, 
found wide approval for President Joe Biden and deep concern about 
Republican efforts in Georgia and Florida to tighten access to the bal-
lot booth. 

The survey of 800 voters online and via texts, has an overall margin 
of error of 3.5 percentage points; the replies of those under 40 have a 
margin of error of 6 percentage points. 

One finding is in line with that of the recent Pew survey. Asked if 
they felt emotionally attached to Israel, 62% of respondents to the 
Jewish Electorate Institute survey said they did and 38% said they did 
not, numbers that matched those in the Pew study of 4,700 American 
Jews released in May.

This new survey presents the 
latest challenge as the new Is-
raeli government tries to repair 
ties with a US Jewish community 
that to some degree has become 
alienated from Israel during the 
12 years Benjamin Netanyahu 
was prime minister. Surveys have 
found that Israeli and American 
Jews know little about one an-
other.

Asked about the two-state 
solution, 61% of survey respon-
dents said it was their preferred 
outcome. But 19% said they pre-

Jewish Electoral Institute Survey  
with surprising results

ferred annexation of the West 
Bank that would deny Palestin-
ians the right to vote in national 
elections, while 20% said they 
preferred “establishing one state 
that is neither Jewish nor Pales-
tinian” and encompassing Israel, 
the West Bank, and Gaza. 

The Democratic lawmakers 
who lashed out at Israel during 
the conflict, including Reps. Cori 
Bush, Ilhan Omar, and Rashida 
Tlaib have also raised the pros-
pect of cutting aid to Israel. While 
a substantial majority of survey 
respondents, 71%, said it was 
“important” to provide financial 

assistance to Israel, a smaller ma-
jority, 58%, said it would be ap-
propriate to restrict aid to Israel 
so it could not spend U.S. money 
on settlements. A majority, 62%, 
support Biden’s reversal of 
Trump’s policy of cutting off aid 
to the Palestinians.

The survey showed continued 
support among Jewish voters for 
Biden and for Democrats in gen-
eral. In this poll, Biden earned 
80% job approval, and 74% ap-
proval on how he is “handling re-

SURVEY CONT. ON PG 13
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Tokyo Olympics: More Jewish athletes to watch, Part 2
By Emily Burack, JTA

The 2020 Tokyo Olympics are finally happening, a full 
year after they were planned. And yes, they’re still 
being called the 2020 Olympics, even though they’re 
happening in 2021.
The Jewish athletes competing this year — and there 
are many — are the products of inspiring journeys. 
There’s the fencer looking for redemption, Israel’s first 
Olympic surfer, one of the greatest canoe paddlers of all 
time, a teen track star para-athlete, and so many more.
The games run July 23 through Aug. 8; the Paralympics 
will be held Aug. 24 to Sept. 5.
Here are some of the inspiring Jewish athletes to root 
for.

Anat Lelior -- Surfing, Israel
Anat Lelior is Israel’s first — and only — Olympic surfer. 
Surfing is new to the Olympics, and only 20 men and 
20 women will be competing this summer. Lelior, 21, 
qualified as the highest-ranked female surfer from 
Europe (Israel competes in European leagues). Lelior, 
who hails from Tel Aviv and served in the Israeli military, 
started surfing at 5, and by 12 she had won the Israeli 
national championships.
“I know people aren’t aware of surfing in Israel, and 
the fact that I get to be the one to show people that 
we’re capable of more than they think, that’s 
just amazing,” Lelior told Surfline. “But more 
than that, I want to show kids, women, everyone 
from everywhere, that they can do anything 
they want. There’s no limits. I mean, look at me. 
I had no idea that this would happen, and now 
I’m going to the freaking Olympics.”
The surfing competition is subject to change 
depending on wave conditions at Tsuriga-
saki Surfing Beach. The women’s competi-
tion is tentatively scheduled for July 25-28.

Jessica Fox -- Canoe slalom, Australia
Jessica Fox is known as the greatest paddler 
of all time: She has 10 World Championship 
medals, including seven gold medals, and seven 
overall World Cup titles. Her parents, Richard 
Fox and Myriam Jerusalmi, also were Olympic 
canoeists — Myriam, a French-Jewish athlete, 
won bronze at the 1996 Atlanta Games. Mom 
is now coaching her daughter. 

Born in Marseille, France, Fox moved to Australia at 4, 
so her dad could take up a coaching position with the 
Australian Olympic team.
“Both my parents competing in the Olympic Games is 
something pretty special,” she said. “It definitely inspired 
me to get to this position. Winning a medal is some-
thing that you dream [of] and I’m proud to follow in my 
mother’s footsteps.”
Fox, 27, won silver in the K-1 slalom competition at the 
2012 London Olympics and bronze in the 2016 Rio Games. 
This year, for the first time, women will also be compet-
ing in C-1 slalom — so Fox, ranked No. 1 in the world, is 
favored to win not just one but two gold medals.
In 2012, Fox became the the second Australian Jewish 
athlete to ever win an Olympic medal. 
The women’s K-1 slalom competition is July 25-27. 
C-1 slalom is July 28-29. 

Jemima Montag -- Racewalking, Australia
Jemima Montag was perhaps destined for Jewish athletic 
greatness. Her parents, Ray and Amanda, met at the 1989 
Maccabiah Games — the Olympics for Jewish athletes 
held in Israel — where Amanda was competing in the 
heptathlon and Ray was a cricketer. They hit it off on the 
flight home to Australia.

Growing up, the Montags encouraged their daughters 
(Jemima is one of three) to try everything, from long 
jump to shot put to ballet. But for Montag, race walk-
ing just clicked.
“I found that my combination of endurance, hypermo-
bile joints and fiery competitiveness were a great trio 
for racewalking,” she said.
Montag soon became one of the best racewalkers in 
Australia, but after the World Youth Championships in 
2015, she decided to step away from the sport. A family 
ski trip to Japan in 2017 reignited her competitive spirit. 
Her sister joked she’d love to return to the country for 
the Olympics, and her mom encouraged her to go for 
it. A year later, at the 2018 Commonwealth Games — 
a tournament of the Commonwealth nations, or the 
former territories under British control — Montag won 
gold in the 20km event.
Montag credits her Holocaust survivor grandparents 
for her work ethic and resilience. When a training 
session or race feels tough, she thinks about them 
and reminds herself that “grit and perseverance are 
in my DNA.”
The women’s 20km race walk will take place on 
Aug. 6.

Maor Tiyouri -- Marathon, Israel
Israel has another marathoner in Maor Tiyouri. Like 
Teferi, this is Tiyouri’s second Olympics, but qualifying 
this time was much more challenging for the 30-year-
old runner. For the women’s marathon competition, 
the Olympic standard — the time needed to qualify 

for the games — dropped 15 minutes, from 2 hours, 
45 minutes to 2:29:30. For Tiyouri, that meant running 
13 minutes faster than her personal best. 
“When they changed it back in 2018 I was devastated 
because it seemed like such a huge jump at the time 
and I didn’t fully believe then that I could quite get it 
in time for Tokyo,” Tiyouri told Alma. “I knew I had to 
raise my game if I wanted to be on that starting line.” 
And she made it — running 2:29:03 in April. 
Her grandparents are from Iran and Iraq, and she is 
proud to represent the Jewish nation.
“Representing Israel, such a small country that has 

Anat Lelior competes in the MEO Portugal Cup of Surf-
ing in Ericeira, Portugal, Sept. 29, 2020. (Jose Manuel 
Alvarez/Quality Sport Images/Getty Images)

Jessica Fox trains at Penrith Whitewater Stadium in Sydney, Aus-
tralia, June 5, 2020. (Ryan Pierse/Getty Images)

Jemima Montag celebrates her gold medal in the 
Women’s 20km Race Walk Final at the Gold Coast Com-
monwealth Games in Australia, April 8, 2018. (Scott 
Barbour/Getty Images)

Maor Tiyouri finishes second in the women’s 1,500 
meters at the Baku European Games in Azerbaijan, 
June 22, 2015. (Richard Heathcote/Getty Images for 
BEGOC)
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Olympics continued
known so many hardships in the little amount of time 
she existed, is such an honor and a privilege,” Tiyouri 
said.
The women’s marathon will take place on Aug. 7. 
Tiyouri will be joined by Lonah Chemtai Salpeter, a 
Kenyan-Israeli runner who gained Israeli citizenship 
through marriage in March 2016 and ran for Israel in 
the 2016 Olympics.

Matthew Levy -- Paralympics swimming, Australia
Matthew Levy is returning to compete in his fifth Para-
lympics. The Australian Jewish swimmer, 34, competes 

in the freestyle, butterfly and medley races.
Levy was born premature at 25 weeks with cerebral 
palsy and vision impairment. Following many surgeries, 
he started swimming at 5 as part of his rehabilitation. 
At 12 he realized he could swim competitively. 
Levy made his Paralympic debut at the 2004 Athens 
Paralympics. At the 2008 Beijing Games, he won his 
first medal — gold in the 4x100m medley. At the 2012 
London Games he won five medals (a gold, a silver 
and three bronze), and at the 2016 Rio Games, he took 
home a bronze medal. He’s looking to add to his medal 
count in Tokyo as the oldest member of the Australian 
Paralympic swimming 
team. 
Two fun facts:  In 
2014, Levy was award-
ed a Medal of the Or-
der of Australia for 
his contributions to 
sport. And in 2017, at 
the Maccabiah Games, 
Levy became the first 
person in its history 
to break a world re-
cord while competing 
there. 

Moran Samuel -- 
Paralympics rowing, 
Israel
Moran Samuel won a 

Paralympic medal at the 2016 games in Rio, taking 
bronze in the women’s 1,000-meter single sculls 
rowing competition.
Samuel, 39, grew up playing basketball, and was a 
member of the Israeli women’s national team. In 
2006, at the age of 24, she suffered a spinal stroke 
and was paralyzed in her lower body. She started 
playing wheelchair basketball, then decided to try 
rowing to get to the Paralympic Games.
Her two biggest dreams were becoming a mother 
and winning an Olympic medal — and now she’s 
achieved both.

“If you want to be a very successful 
woman, you should have a woman 
by your side,” she once joked. With 
wife Limor Goldberg, she’s now a 
mom of two. And in Tokyo, she’s 
going for gold. 

Ezra Frech -- Paralympics track and 
field, USA
Ezra Frech is only 16 years old, but he’s 
already made a name for himself as a 
para-athlete. The Los Angeles native 
competes in the high jump, 
long jump and the 100m race.
Due to a congenital abnor-
mality, Frech was born with 
only one finger on his left 
hand, and he was missing his 
left knee and shinbone. At 2 
he had surgery to remove the 
curved part of his leg, and 
had a toe attached to his left 

hand. By 9 he was on “Ellen” talking about 
his athletics and advocating for adaptive 
sports, and at the 2019 World Para Athletics 
Championships, he was the youngest athlete 
in the world to compete at 14.
“Everywhere you go, people don’t think you’re 
capable of what an able-bodied person can 
do,” Frech said. “I’ll go to my high school track 
meet and they don’t expect the one-legged 
kid to go out and win the competition. When 
I was younger it got to me, but now it’s a 
motivation and excites me that I have a chance to prove 

Matthew Levy competes in the qualifying for the men’s 100m breast-
stroke at the Caixa Loterias 2014 Paralympics Swimming competi-
tion at the Hebraica Club in Sao Paulo, Brazil, April 24, 2014. (Alexan-
dre Schneider /Getty Images)

Moran Samuel rows along the Charles River in Boston in 2014. (John Tlumacki/
The Boston Globe via Getty Images)

people wrong, to shock them and turn some heads.” 
His mom, Bahar Soomekh, is a Persian Jewish actress. 
She fled Iran with her family in 1979. His dad, Clayton 
Frech, left his job in 2013 to found Angel City Sports — 
to bring adaptive sports opportunities to Los Angeles. 
Frech said his goal in Tokyo is to win multiple medals. 
He has no shortage of confidence it will happen.
“You can quote me on this: I will be a multi medalist 

when I walk away from Tokyo,” he said. “We can look 
back after the Games and I’ll say ‘I called it.’”

Linoy Ashram -- Rhythmic Gymnastics, Israel
Israel’s best chance at winning a medal is 22-year-old 
Linoy Ashram. The Mizrahi and Sephardi gymnast (her 
father is Yemeni Jewish and  her mother is Greek Jew-
ish) is set to compete in her first Olympics after winning 
in the individual rhythmic category at the European 
Championships in 2020 — the first athlete to take the 
gold medal in decades who was not from a former 
Soviet country or Bulgaria. 
Ashram has many firsts for her country: She’s the first 
rhythmic gymnast from Israel to win an individual all-
around medal at the World Championships, the first 
to win gold in the World Cup series and the first to 
win a European All-Around title. Can she be the first 
to win gold in gymnastics at the Olympics? We’ll find 
out early next month.  
The rhythmic gymnastics competition takes place 
Aug. 6-8. 

Ezra Frech at the World Para Athletics Championships in 
Dubai, Nov. 11, 2019. (Moto Yoshimura/Getty Images)

Israeli gymnast Linoy Ashram competes at the European Rhythmic 
Gymnastics Championships in Kyiv, Ukraine, Nov. 29, 2020. (Sergei 
Supinsky/AFP via Getty Images)
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By Evelyn Frick, Alma
In his own words, Jewish American fencer Jake Hoyle wasn’t a “de-

sirable” collegiate fencing recruit. In fact, Jake had to walk on to Co-
lumbia University’s team. In spite of this, he is now the no. 1 men’s 
epee fencer in the United States, has been ranked as high as 7th in the 
world, and has qualified for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics, his first ever.

Jake’s fencing and Olympic journey first began in the Strath Haven 

middle school cafeteria. Building on the beginner technique and skills 
he learned in these after-school bouts, Jake soon began to special-
ize in epee, the TLDR of which is that it’s a large, thrusting weapon 
which can make a valid touch on any part of an opponent’s body. After 
competing in local fencing tournaments throughout high school, Jake 
decided he wanted to continue fencing in college, but missed the re-
cruiting process. Through his own proactivity, he met with Columbia 
fencing coach Michael Aufrichtig who told him this: If he was accepted 
to Columbia, there was a place for him on the team.

In retrospect, it seems as if that place was always meant for Jake. 
While at Columbia and majoring in economics/business management, 
he went on to win the 2015 NCAA Championship in individual men’s 
epee. He then went on to defend that title in 2016 with a stunningly 
acrobatic final touch in a sport known for balletic elegance. You can 
watch it here.

Since college, Jake has only continued to rake in impressive acco-
lades. He has represented the United States at the Pan America Games, 
the Senior World Championships, and the Pan American Champion-
ships. At the latter competition, he won a gold medal in team epee and 
a bronze medal in individual epee in 2018 and won a silver medal in 
team in 2019. Jake won two additional international bronze medals in 
2019, one from the Vancouver World Cup and the other from the Doha 
Grand Prix; he rounded that out by winning the gold medal at the 2019 
USA Fencing National Championships.

It might seem as though everything was falling into place for an 
athlete set on starting his Olympic career at the 2020 Tokyo Games. 
And then COVID-19 delayed the Olympics and Jake’s participation in 
them.

This side of the pandemic, Jake and I spoke over e-mail about his 
upcoming Olympic debut, his expectations for competition, and the 
Jewish tradition of being really freaking good at fencing.

This interview has been lightly edited and condensed for clarity.

What is a favorite or defining fencing memory for you?
One of my favorite memories was fencing against my Columbia 

teammate Brian Ro in the semi-finals of the 2015 NCAA Champion-
ships. Brian and I were extremely close friends from the moment we 
started school and had spent every hour of training at Columbia side by 

Jewish fencer Jake Hoyle is ready for his Olympic debut
side. This is probably my favorite 
bout that I have ever fenced. An 
incredibly hard-fought and heavi-
ly tactical bout between two guys 
who knew each other’s fencing 
really, really well — a classic in 
my book. I ended up winning in 
overtime and went on to capture 
my first of two individual NCAA 
championship titles that day.

What does being Jewish mean 
to you? Do you have a favorite 
Jewish holiday?

To me, being Jewish means a 
close connection to my family, 
and to generations of other fami-
lies with similar traditions and 
values. I mostly credit my sis-
ter, Ash, for stewarding a strong 
sense of Jewish pride in our fam-
ily.

My favorite Jewish holiday is 
Yom Kippur. The personal reflec-
tions and internal growth that 
come each year on Yom Kippur 
have shaped who I am. And I find 
constant comfort in the promise 
that each coming year will con-
tinue to bring the same.

Jewish athletes have won more 
Olympic medals for fencing 
than for any other sport. Does 
fencing feel like a Jewish sport 
to you?

Many of the teammates and 
coaches that I’ve worked with 
over the years have been Jewish. 
To me, the world of Team USA 
fencing feels like one filled with 
support for Jewish athletes.

I’m proud to be a Jewish fenc-
er, and to be part of a community 
that prioritizes sportsmanship 
and camaraderie.

How did the postponement last 
summer affect you, and what 
has pandemic training been 
like? 

The postponement last sum-
mer was tough… Deciding to 
train for the Olympics is a mas-
sive commitment. When I set out 
in 2016, I knew that I was dedi-
cating four full years of my life to 
being entirely focused on quali-
fying for, and performing at, the 
Summer Olympics in 2020. My 
entire training plan, really my en-
tire life plan, was predicated on 
that schedule.

When the Games were post-
poned I felt that I had been on the 

one yard line about to score 
a touchdown, and all of a 
sudden the end zone got 
pushed back another 100 
yards away. It was difficult, 
no doubt, but now that the 
2021 Games are here, and 
with everything that the 
world has been through this 
year, I just feel lucky that 
I’m healthy, and that I get 
the opportunity to compete.

How has the news that 
your family and loved 
ones won’t be able to sup-
port you in person in Tokyo affected your mindset going into the 
games?

The news that no international spectators would be allowed at the 
games was devastating. Whenever I have imagined competing at the 
Olympics, my family, girlfriend, and friends were always in the stands, 
right there with me. Not having them there will definitely be tough, 
but it’s just another challenge unique to this Olympics that we’re roll-
ing with.

Tattoos are an interesting point of contention in Jewish culture. 
Are you planning on getting an Olympic rings tattoo after Tokyo? 

I am considering getting the Olympic rings tattoo. Many Olympi-
ans choose to immortalize their accomplishment this way. My Olympic 
journey has left a permanent mark on me, and this tradition among 
Olympians feels very fitting. I think it’s really powerful that as a Jew, I 
can elect to get this type of celebratory tattoo. It’s a testament to how 
far we’ve come, and the agency we now have in our private and public 
lives — that this is a choice I am able to make for myself.

What are your goals going into your first Olympics, both individu-
ally and for your squad?  Goals are to win gold in both.

Jake fencing a bout at the 2019 Doha Grand Prix (Photo by Bizzi 
Team)

Jake with his medal at the 2019 Doha 
Grand Prix (Photo by Bizzi Team)

By Cnaan Liphshiz, JTA
When he immigrated to Israel from his native Ukraine in the early 

1990s, judo master Igor Romanitsky was already resigned to quitting 
the sport professionally and pursuing a medical career.

“Israel wasn’t known for its judo scene back then, and I had a medi-
cal degree,” Romanitsky, now 57, told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency. 
“I assumed my days as a judoka were over.”

But Romanitsky, a father of two from Modiin, was in for a surprise.
In 1992, judokas Yael Arad and Oren Smadja won silver and bronze 

medals, respectively, at the women’s and men’s competitions in the 
Barcelona Olympics, becoming the first Israeli athletes to bring home 
an Olympic medal for that country. Their achievements, and an infu-
sion of judo masters from the Soviet Union like Romanitsky, spurred a 
national love affair with the sport, which has led to additional accom-
plishments and turned Israel into a power in the field in both men’s 
and women’s competitions.

Smadja, in a famous quote following his victory, encapsulated the 
story of judo in Israel when he summarized his rise from obscurity: “I 
aimed to come in small and come out big,” he said.

In 2004, Arik Zeevi won the bronze at the Athens Olympics — the 
pinnacle of a five-year spree in which he won three golds and a sil-
ver at the European Judo Championships. The following year, Israel 

How Israel became a  
judo powerhouse

More stories about Jewish Olympians
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took the team gold in that tournament. And in 
2012, Zeevi recaptured the gold at age 35.  

(Judo’s divisions don’t necessarily corre-
spond to geography. Israel is one of several 
non-European nations competing in the Euro-
pean tournament, along with Mongolia, Azer-
baijan, and Brazil.)

Four years later, at the 2016 Rio Olympics, 
Israel won two bronzes in judo, bringing the 
country’s total of Olympic medals to nine — 
five in judo. In 2018, the European Champion-
ships were held in Tel Aviv. 

“I saw firsthand how judo became big. Sud-
denly all the kids wanted judo classes,” said 
Romanitsky, who now runs Sakura, a presti-
gious judo school in the central Israeli city of 
Modiin. Several of its graduates have earned 
black belts, a rank signifying expertise.

Instead of starting a medical practice, Ro-
manitsky recognized the opportunity to con-
tinue practicing judo, his primary passion, by 
coaching.

Most judokas aren’t affiliated with the Israel Judo Association, the 
main nonprofit organization regulating the sport. But 500 judokas 
from across the country showed up to a charity event in 2015 orga-
nized by Romanitsky and his Sakura judo school, suggesting the num-
ber of serious participants in the sport is in the thousands, he said.   

The 2018 European Championships in Tel Aviv had 4,000 specta-
tors, a prodigious number that championship tournaments in Japan 
sometimes don’t reach.

Israel’s national team is a regular guest at the prime minister’s 
residence, where they have been invited for photo ops after major suc-
cesses.

“I usually tell foreign leaders that Israel is a world power in high-
tech,” former Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said at such a meet-
ing in 2019. “Now I add that we’re a judo superpower, and that’s not 
self-evident.”

Much of the fascination of many judo fans in Israel stems from their 
national pride and love of success rather than a genuine appreciation 
of the sport, people familiar with the field say. Silent, fast, and involv-
ing only two opponents in a state of utter concentration, judo inspires 
neither the ecstatic togetherness of soccer nor the thrill of boxing, 
where blood and knockouts are common. Fights are over within min-
utes, sometimes seconds, typically when one opponent flips the other 
on their back. 

“The 2018 European Championship in Tel Aviv was sold out not 
thanks to the love of judo but because it offered the opportunity to 
shed a tear with ‘Hatikvah’ on the winner’s podium,” wrote Paz Chas-
dai, a sports columnist for the Walla website, referencing the Israeli 
national anthem.

Fans of alternative sports — meaning, in Israel, everything that’s 
not soccer and basketball — “are hitchhikers in Israel. They don’t love 
the sports; they’re looking for a winning ticket,” he wrote in 2019.

Romanitsky’s story signifies how crucial aliyah, or immigration, 
has been to Israel’s judo success. Many of the people who pioneered 
judo in Israel were immigrants from Europe and Africa.  

“In the 1990s, this strong infrastructure got an infusion of talent 
from the former Soviet Union, where judo was a major sport, and the 
effects have been phenomenal,” Romanitsky said.

In Russia, the popularity of judo is evinced by none other than Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin, a black belt who competed when he was younger. 
His mentor and judo coach, Anatoly Rakhlin, was Jewish, and Putin 
attended Rakhlin’s funeral in 2013.

Judo talent that arrived in Israel from the former Soviet Union 
included trainers like Pavel Musin, who trained Alice Schlesinger, an 
Israeli winner of six gold medals in European championships since 
2013, and Alex Ashkenazi, who coached Zeevi and headed the Israeli 
national team for many years until 2000.

At the 2019 meeting with Israel’s national team, Netanyahu said 

that Israel’s judo victories “help 
us reach foreign audiences, in-
cluding in Arab countries.” But 
Israel’s outsized presence in the 
judo world has also created some 
awkward situations involving 
Arab and Iranian athletes whose 
countries boycott the Jewish 
state as a matter of principle or 
are in a political dispute with it.

At the 2012 Olympics in Lon-
don, Ahmad Awad, a judoka from 
Egypt, was widely thought to 
have feigned an injury to avoid 
a fight with Israel’s Tal Flicker. 
In 2015, a Palestinian judoka de-
clined a match with another Is-
raeli, and an Egyptian one, Rama-
dan Darwish, declined to shake 
Zeevi’s hand after losing to the 
Israeli. The same Egyptian also 
refused to shake hands in 2012.

But judo has facilitated some 
moments of geopolitical coop-
eration, too. In 2018, the Judo 
Grand Slam tournament in Abu 
Dhabi, the United Arab Emirates, 
became the first major sporting 
event in an Arab country where 
Israeli athletes performed under 
their flag and the Israeli anthem 
was played. Israel took five med-
als there. Two years later, the two 
countries signed a historic nor-
malization agreement. 

In February this year, an Ira-
nian judoka, Saeid Mollaei, who 
had been forbidden to compete 
against Israelis as per Iran’s poli-
cy of nonrecognition of Israel, vis-
ited Israel in defiance of authori-
ties in Tehran. He said he felt safe 
and happy to visit and thanked 
his “many Israeli friends.”

Mollaei sought and received 
political asylum in Germany in 
2019 after authorities in Iran or-
dered him not to show up — and 
technically lose — a fight against 

Sagi Muki, an Israeli judoka. 
Mollaei did as he was ordered 
but then fled for Germany, say-
ing he feared a return follow-
ing conflict with his superiors 
over the Tokyo fight.

He holds Mongolian citi-
zenship and competes for that 
country while living in Ger-
many. In recent months, Mol-
laei has helped train the Israeli 
judo Olympic delegation to 
the 2021 Tokyo Olympics. The 
formidable 12-person team 
includes Muki, a former world 
champion in the under-81-ki-
logram category; Ori Sasson, 
the bronze medal winner at 
the 2016 Olympics; and Timna 
Nelson Levi, who won bronze 
at the 2016 European Champi-
onships in her weight class of 
under 57 kilograms.

Though Israel is an interna-
tional judo powerhouse, the sport may never become as popular there 
as soccer or basketball. Still, a growing number of Israelis are learning 
about the nuances of the martial art, a highly technical sport where the 
untrained eye can easily miss much of the action.

“Judo’s great accomplishment in Israel is to make Israelis, who are 
used to watching only soccer, really observe the fights,” Chasdai wrote. 
“Israeli viewers by now know not to rejoice when they see the oppo-
nent slammed (wait for the replay!) and can already size up the fight-
ers, aware of the effort and strength the matches require. In short, it 
has forced us to briefly abandon the soccer superheroes of the Super 
League — and watch actual sports.”

Israeli Judo Olympic medalist, Ori Sasson, on left, is seen during a ceremony with the Israeli 
Olympic delegation competing at the Olympic Games in Tokyo, at the President’s Residence in 
Jerusalem, June 23, 2021. (Olivier Fitoussi/Flash90)

Israel’s Sagi Muki celebrates after winning in the men’s under 81 kg 
weight category during the European Judo Championship in Tel 
Aviv, April 27, 2018. (Roy Alima/Flash90)
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raelis know which ice cream NOT to buy.
Israeli Foreign Minister Yair Lapid, the architect of the current rul-

ing coalition who is generally to Bennett’s left regarding the Palestin-
ians, went even further, calling the decision a “shameful surrender 
to antisemitism, to BDS and to all that is wrong with the anti-Israel 
and anti-Jewish dis-
course.” He called on 
US states to take do-
mestic action against 
Ben and Jerry’s based 
on state laws that 
prohibit government 
contracting with en-
tities that boycott 
Israel.

Israeli cabinet 
minister Orna Barbi-
vay posted a TikTok 
video of her throwing 
a pint in the trash; 
the flavor she tossed 
could not be deter-
mined at press time.

Other Israeli pub-
lic figures appeared 
to compare the ice 
cream company’s 
settlement boycott 
to terrorism. Eran 
Cicurel, an editor at 
Israel’s public broad-
caster, tweeted that the color scheme on Ben & Jerry’s statement was 
similar to that of the flag of the terror group Hamas.

Amichai Chikli, a right-wing lawmaker in Israel’s Knesset, tweeted, 
“Ben & Jerry’s You picked the wrong side” and posted an infamous 
photo from 2000 of a Palestinian who had just killed two Israeli sol-
diers displaying his hands through a window, covered in the soldiers’ 
blood. 

In American responses, a mirror for Israel sentiment
American Jewish groups offered varied responses to the company’s 

scoop that mapped to their political orientation. 
Jeremy Ben-Ami, president of the left-leaning Israel advocacy group 

J Street, said that Ben & Jerry’s was drawing “  a principled and rational 
distinction between commercial transactions in the State of Israel & 
those in the territory it occupies,” and said the term “antisemitism” 
didn’t apply to the company’s actions.

Daniel Sokatch, CEO of the left-wing New Israel Fund, said that Ben 
& Jerry’s was not being antisemitic in exiting “occupied Palestinian 
territory” because “these lands are not sovereign Israel.”

“Attacking people who try and distinguish between sovereign and 
non-sovereign Israel by calling them antisemitic is to evade a matter of 
fact, abuse the meaning of ‘antisemitism’ and ultimately gaslight those 
who would try and work towards a future of equality and justice for 
Israelis and Palestinians alike,” Sokatch said in a statement.

The Anti-Defamation League, a centrist group, said it was “disap-
pointed” by the move, adding, “You can disagree with policies without 
feeding into dangerous campaigns that seek to undermine Israel” but 
refraining from calling for specific actions.

And the right-wing Zionist Organization of America called for a 
boycott of the ice cream, proclaiming that Ben & Jerry’s is “bad for 
your moral and physical health.” The call was echoed by others such as 
the Jewish conservative commentator Ben Shapiro, who said he would 
stop eating the brand. 

Kosher food purveyors consider practical changes 
Glatt Express Supermarket, a kosher grocery store in Teaneck, New 

Jersey, announced via Facebook that it would no longer carry Ben & 
Jerry’s products following the company’s announcement. 

“Due to the recent actions by Ben & Jerry’s, Glatt Express will no 

longer be carrying Ben and Jer-
ry’s products. Am Yisroel Chai,” 
the store wrote in a post.

Aron’s Kissena Farms, a ko-
sher market in Queens, made the 

same decision. The market “has 
removed all of the Ben & Jerry’s 
products in the Freezers and will 
no longer sell any and all Ben & 

Ben & Jerry’s co-founders Jerry Greenfield, left, and Ben Cohen serve ice cream fol-
lowing a press conference announcing a new flavor in Washington, D.C., Sept. 3, 
2019. (Win McNamee/Getty Images)

RESPONSE CONT. FROM PG 1

Jerry products effective immediately,” the store wrote on Facebook. 
“Aron’s Kissena Farms stands with the state of Israel .”

Glatt Express did not immediately respond to a request for com-
ment; nor did Morton Williams, the New York-based grocery chain 
whose co-owner, Avi Kaner, also tweeted at Ben & Jerry’s on Monday. 
His 16-store chain would be meeting to discuss “ending sales of your 
ice cream in our supermarket chain,” Kaner wrote.

Access to Ben & Jerry’s could be constrained another way: A few 
figures in the American Jewish right wing also began a social media 
push to convince kosher certifier KOF-K to remove Ben & Jerry’s ko-
sher certification.

The Israeli Ben & Jerry’s licensee explains its side
The Israeli licensee of Ben & Jerry’s, which operates a factory in the 

town of Be’er Tuvia, took to social media hours after the announce-
ment to denounce the American corporation and its parent company. 

The Israeli distributor called on Israeli consumers to continue 
purchasing Ben & Jerry’s ice cream, saying that the hundreds of local 
workers who manufacture it need their support. 

In a recorded video, CEO Avi Zinger said he had been notified ear-
lier Monday morning that the company would not be renewing his 
license when it expires at the end of 2022. 

“They did this because we would not agree to stop selling ice 
cream in all parts of Israel,” Zinger said, stopping short of specifying 
the distinction between Israel proper and the country’s settlements 
in the West Bank. 

“The reason they did that is because of BDS pressure,” Zinger con-
tinued. “We are not surrendering and it’s important that you support 
us. I ask you all to stand by us, help us fight because our fight is every-
one’s fight.”

In happier times for Ben & Jerry’s-Israel relations, the company 
had made a concentrated outreach to its customer base with original, 
Israel-exclusive flavors, including charoset and “Matzah Crunch” — 
both certified kosher for Passover.

By Evelyn Frick, Alma
There are quite a few athletes who have been called the G.O.A.T., or 

greatest of all time: quarterback Tom Brady, basketball player Michael 
Jordan and swimmer Michael Phelps, just to name a few. But gymnast 
Simone Biles? She might just be the G.O.A.T.’s G.O.A.T. I mean, come 
on, when was the last time any of them flew through the air, doing a 
double backflip with three twists?

This level of athletic skill and magnificence — and straight-up cha-
risma — is what has made her a mind-blowing seven-time all-around 
US National Champion, five-time all-around World Champion, five-
time Olympic medalist, and has earned her plenty of other awards 
and accolades along this way. It’s also what’s making her return to the 
Olympic stage in a few short weeks perhaps one of the most highly 
anticipated athletic competitions of the year.

To make her return even more special, Simone tapped a new cho-
reographer for her Olympic floor exercise routine: Jewish dancer and 
choreographer Sasha Farber.

Farber was born to a Soviet Jewish family in a town near Belarus in 
1984. The town also happened to be near Chernobyl. After the 1986 
nuclear disaster, and due to the fact that, as Sasha told the Arizona 
Jewish Post, “we had to keep it quiet that we were Jewish,” the Farbers 
emigrated to Australia. There, Sasha started dancing. Two weeks be-
fore his bar mitzvah, he put together a show and later started training 
in ballroom dance under teacher Marta Kan.

By 17, Farber had won the Australian Youth Latin Championships 
twice, represented Australia at the Latin World Championships and 
been a featured dancer at the closing ceremony for the 2000 Sydney 
Olympic Games. A little while later, he became an original cast mem-
ber for the Broadway production of “Burn the Floor,” a show about 
ballroom.

Jewish dancer choreographing  
Simone Biles’ Olympic floor routine

In 2013 Farber attained the 
role of professional dancer on 
the 17th season of “Dancing with 
the Stars.” Throughout his run on 
the show, Farber has been paired 
with celebrities like Snooki, 
Tonya Harding, Mary Lou Retton, 
and yes, Simone Biles.

Though Biles and Farber 
placed fourth on “DWTS,” the 
pair are aiming higher this time 
around; with this routine the 
hope is not only to defend Sim-
one’s gold medal on floor exer-
cise, but her all-around and team 
titles as well. For the G.O.A.T., 
choosing Farber to accomplish 
this monumental task was years 
in the making.

“Usually, I have a different 
choreographer, but this year I 
feel like we needed to be a little 
bit different — spice it up,” Biles 
said. “Even whenever I worked 
with Sasha on ‘Dancing with the 
Stars,’ we always said, ‘Oh my 
gosh, if we could do a floor rou-
tine, how cool would that be?’”
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lations with Israel.” He got 62% approval ratings for how he handled 
the recent Israel-Gaza conflict.

Among the Orthodox, who largely voted Republican in the 2020 
presidential election, Biden had 31% approval overall, but a higher 
number — 44% — for how he handles Israel relations. He earned 37% 
approval among the Orthodox for how he handled the recent conflict.

Asked whether they would prefer a Democrat to a Republican in 
a vote for Congress in next year’s midterm elections, 68% favored a 
generic Democrat and 21% favored a Republican.

Democratic leaders Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Senate Majority 
Leader Chuck Schumer got 54% and 52% favorability ratings respec-
tively and while Republican House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy 
and Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell each got 10%.

On domestic issues, respondents placed high climate change, vot-
ing rights, jobs, and the economy, and the coronavirus pandemic. 83% 
of respondents said they were concerned about Republican efforts in 
Georgia and Florida to tighten access to the ballot booth, which Dem-
ocrats say are aimed at inhibiting minority voters. Some 76% of re-
spondents backed federal legislation backed by Democrats that would 
block the state efforts to restrict voting rights, and 62% supported 
eliminating the Senate filibuster to allow the Democratic majority to 
pass the legislation.

Concern about antisemitism in the United States was high, at 90%, 
and more voters, 61%, believed the threat came from the right than 
they did from the left, 22%. Voters who felt said the threat was equal 
from both sides came in at 12%. Among the Orthodox, 69% said the 
threat came from the left, 10% from the right, and 18% from both 
sides.

Attention Readers of The Leader. 
How many of you know about the 
variety of programming Hadassah 
offers here and in Israel? For ex-
ample, The first graduates of the 
“Achotenu”, which means both “my 
sister” and “my nurse” were hon-
ored at a ceremony on June 23, 2021. 
They are Ethiopian- Israeli men and 
women who were part of this initia-
tive to help these students become 
part of the academic program at 
the Henrietta Szold Hadassah - He-
brew University School of Nursing. 
The program was made possible by 

a generous bequest from a nurse and businesswoman from Arizona 
and California.

The program allowed these students to bypass the regular entrance 
examinations if they passed two pre-academic preparatory programs 
before entering the nursing school.

Hadassah, the Women’s Zionist Organization of America provided 
scholarships for tuition, living expenses and tutoring.

“This is a dream come true,” said Yehudit Armias. “Like many of 
us from Ethiopian backgrounds, I was unsuccessful in scoring high 
enough on the psychometric tests, even though I was a good student 
and held an important job in the Israel Defense Forces.”

Here in the U.S., Hadassah members are fighting to keep anti-Israel 
policies out of education. As reports of antisemitic violence increase 
around the world, Jews are excluded from social justice movements 
because they are Zionists. Our Eastern Connecticut is featuring a 
talk entitled “Defending Zionism as a Social Justice Movement”. The 
speaker is Steven Goldstein who was featured in an earlier issue of The 
Leader. The talk will be held on October 5 at 7:30 pm on zoom. To reg-
ister for the talk, contact Karen Bloustine at bloustinek@gmail.com. 

If you already made a contribution to the Hadassah Donor, you will 
automatically receive a link prior to the October 5 event.

was installed on the phone of 
Khashoggi’s fiancée within days 
of the killing.

NSO denied the report’s 
claims, saying it “is full of wrong 
assumptions and uncorroborated 
theories that raise serious doubts 
about the reliability and interests 
of the sources.”

For years, the company has 
responded to accusations that 
it works with governments that 
abuse human rights by saying it 
only sells its services to carefully 
vetted organizations for the pur-
pose of saving lives. Its sales are 
subject to the approval of Israel’s 
Defense Ministry, whose process 
for vetting NSO clients was suffi-
cient, the Tel Aviv District Court 
said last year.

However, this week’s revela-
tions turned up the heat on the 
spyware company, with many of 
the field’s top thought leaders ex-
pressing outrage and calling for 
action.

“NSO’s dangerous spyware 
is used to commit horrible hu-
man rights abuses all around the 
world and it must be stopped,” 
WhatsApp CEO Will Cathcart 
tweeted.

“The mobile phone is the pri-
mary computer for billions of 
people,” he wrote. “Governments 
and companies must do every-
thing they can to make it as se-
cure as possible. Our security and 
freedom depend on it.”

WhatsApp, through its parent 
company, Facebook, is currently 
suing NSO for exploiting a flaw in 
WhatsApp messaging service to 
hack 1,400 users last year.

Amnesty International, which 
sponsored the Pegasus Project 
and conducted forensic tests on 
cellphones that it said identified 
traces of the spyware, called on 
NSO to immediately shut down 
clients’ systems in light of the evi-
dence. The report must serve as 
a catalyst for change worldwide, 
it said.

“The surveillance industry 
must no longer be afforded a 
laissez-faire approach from gov-
ernments with a vested interest 
in using this technology to com-
mit human rights violations,” Am-
nesty International wrote. “Our 
hope is the damning evidence 
published over the next week will 
lead governments to overhaul a 
surveillance industry that is out 
of control.”

Edward Snowden, the whis-
tle-blower who exposed secre-
tive US surveillance actions in 

NSOCONT. FROM PG 1 2013, on Sunday tweeted: NSO “should bear direct, criminal liability 
for the deaths and detentions of those targeted by the digital infection 
vectors it sells, which have no legitimate use.”

In Israel, Mickey Gitzin, who heads the local office of the New Israel 
Fund, said the NSO saga “is the tip of the iceberg regarding the use of 
Israeli technologies for the benefit of such acts. Many of the technolo-
gies need the approval of the Defense Ministry, and the level of regula-
tion on the field in Israel is almost zero.”

President’s Message  
by Karen Bloustine

Additionally, the selection of Farber and their collaborative back-
and-forth is all part of the autonomy Simone has over her routines. 
“You know, you know yourself better than anybody at this point,” she 
explained.

For Farber’s part, he comes with an expertise, respect and fresh-
ness which will hopefully bring out a previously unseen side of Sim-
one. “She moves like a dancer, no one’s just seen that yet,” Farber re-
vealed.

You can watch Simone and Sasha collaborate on her new floor rou-
tine in the fifth episode of the Facebook Watch docuseries “Simone vs 
Herself” and witness the G.O.A.T. in Olympic action beginning on July 
24 on NBC.

SIMONE CONT. FROM PG 12

Sasha Farber and Simone Biles.

mailto:bloustinek@gmail.com
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Linda B. Zaretzki

Adam George 
Sheriff will become 
a Bar Mitzvah on 
Saturday July 31, 
2021, assisting Rab-
bi Marc Ekstrand 
and Cantorial Solo-
ist Sherry Barnes in 
leading the morning 
service. 

Adam is the son 
of Chuck and Alisa 
Sheriff of East Lyme. 

He is the grandson of Gabri-
elle Levinson of Westport. He 
recently graduated from East 
Lyme Middle School where 
he received faculty commen-
dations. 

Adam has attended Reli-
gious School at Temple Emanu-El since second grade. He has enjoyed 
contributing to various community service projects with the temple as 
well as participating in events sponsored by the Jewish Federation of 
Eastern CT Junior Youth Group.  

In addition to his parents, Adam lives with his younger brother Jake 
who just completed sixth grade. They all ask you to join them in wish-
ing Adam Mazel Tov on his special day.

Knoxville, TN -- Linda Brodie Zaretzki passed away 
peacefully at home on July 4, 2021, after a yearlong 
struggle with pancreatic cancer. Linda was born in New 
Britain, Connecticut on November 24, 1942, to I. Robert 
Brodie and Tammy Marshall Brodie. 

She attended high school in New London, Connecticut 
and later graduated from Syracuse University in 1964. In 
1966, she met and married Philip M. Zaretzki . 

Her career primarily involved artistic endeavors such 
as teaching art in elementary school, working as an in-
terior designer specializing in restaurant kitchen design, 
and operating picture framing businesses. In addition, 
she was an accomplished artist who did both professional 
work and contributed artwork for charity auctions. 

Linda was an active member of Temple Beth El involved in both the 
Sisterhood and Torah Study Groups. In recent years, she also attended 
services at Chabad of Knoxville. She was a lifelong learner and teacher 
and continued to develop her artistic talents throughout her life. She 
also participated in many charitable organizations associated with her 
Jewish faith helping many people over the years. 

She is survived by husband Philip Zaretzki of Knoxville; brother 
David Brodie (Ellen Brodie) of Columbia, Connecticut; sons, Lewis E. 
Zaretzki (Kim Carahasan) of Los Altos, California, and Dr. Russell L. 
Zaretzki (Haiyue Song) of Knoxville, TN; grandchildren Alex and Cath-
erine Zaretzki of Los Altos; Iris and Isaac Zaretzki of Knoxville, and 
many nephews, nieces and cousins. 

Linda developed many friendships in the Knoxville community 
while living there from 2006 to the present. Integrity and honesty 
were her characteristic values. She also valued and embodied creativ-
ity and humor. The family would like to thank Dr. Gary Spiegelman, Dr. 
Antonio Ramos, staff at Tennessee Cancer Specialists and caregivers 
from Senior Helpers of Knoxville and Avalon Hospice. 

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations be made to East 
Tennessee Children’s Hospital Diabetes Clinic (online at: https://
www.etch.com/ways-to-give/).

Adam G. Sheriff  
Bar Mitzvah

By Abigail Klein Leichman, Israel21c
New research by Prof. Isaiah (Shy) Arkin of the Department of 

Biological Chemistry at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem sug-
gests that several existing 
drugs should be studied as 
promising treatments for 
Covid-19.

Arkin and his team 
looked for antiviral drugs 
that exploit a weak link in 
many viruses – proteins 
called ion channels.

Ion channels allow the 
virus to regulate the acidity 
and salinity of its internal 
and external environment. 
Blocking those channels 
makes it difficult for infec-
tions to spread.

So far, only one ion chan-
nel blocker is approved as 
an antiviral treatment, and 
that is for influenza.

Arkin and his group fo-
cused on the E protein ion 
channel in the coronavirus 
membrane. They scanned a 
small library of substances 
approved for use in humans and found two that block it: gliclazide (a 
drug used to treat diabetes) and memantine (a drug used to treat Al-
zheimer’s disease).

Then they scanned a broader library of 2,839 substances and found 
eight more E protein inhibitors, as reported in the scientific journal 
Pharmaceuticals.

Since all the inhibitors found are already approved for use in hu-
mans, Arkin expects a swift path to regulatory approval for clinical 
research.

Several existing drugs may be  
effective against Covid-19

“Thirty percent of the drugs 
available today have been ap-
proved in this way, including the 

drugs currently available 
against the coronavirus 
or those recently tested 
against this virus,” Arkin 
said.

Indeed, earlier Israeli 
research identified several 
other existing drugs that 
could be used to treat Co-
vid-19.

He added that it’s safe 
to assume inhibitors of the 
E protein — an essential 
component of SARS-CoV-2 
— would be relevant 
to variants, even those 
against which current vac-
cines are less effective.

“The general feeling 
in Israel and around the 
world is that if there are 
vaccines, there is no rea-
son to continue working 
on [treatments for] the 
virus because we have 
found a solution. Unfortu-

nately, if we rely on one solution, 
the vaccine, we may find our-
selves in a situation where a new 
variant [resists the vaccine],” Ar-
kin said. “We’re not there yet, but 
the variants around the world are 
a warning light.”

His group hopes to publish 
another study on the effective-
ness of the inhibitors against the 
entire virus and not just against 
the E protein.

“The stage is now set for in 
vitro and in vivo studies (in ap-
propriate bio-safety facilities) 
to examine the effects of the 
compounds on the virus,” the re-
searchers concluded.

Prof. Shy Arkin. Photo courtesy of Hebrew Uni-
versity

https://www.etch.com/ways-to-give/
https://www.etch.com/ways-to-give/
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Ruth Ross and Nofar Shay: Wedding 2 TEDDY WEINBERGER
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Last summer, as 
plans for Ruthie’s wed-
ding became more 
and more infected by 
the pandemic, Ruthie 
made the following 
decision: she would go 
ahead with her wed-
ding to Nofar, even 
though there would 
only be about 50 
guests, but she would 
have a larger celebra-
tion at a later date. 
As the months since 
September went by 
and the couple settled 
into married life, I had 
thought that Ruthie’s 
Wedding 2 might seem 
unnecessary. Nope. “I 

want to celebrate -- I want to party,” said Ruthie. 
Wedding 2 was planned for Saturday night May 15, but with just 

a few days to go, a war interfered, and the event was postponed. The 
party was finally held on Thursday night July 8 at Suramare, a wonder-
fully hip enclosed roof-top space, with beautiful views of the Tel Aviv 
skyline. About a hundred additional friends were added to Wedding 
1’s guest list, and Ruthie also bought a new wedding dress (from a 
non-profit that helps women; designers donate the dresses and each 
dress only costs about $600; Sarah and Ruthie are volunteers there). 

Unlike Wedding 1, there were no traditional Jewish elements at this 
ceremony—no chuppah and no “7 blessings.” A friend, Daniel Zohar, 
was MC. Bride and groom walked out together onto the dance floor 
to Idan Reichel’s lovely “Beresheet,” a song that speaks about how at 
“Genesis,” love was already there and waiting. And then, before Ruthie 
and Nofar walked up to join their parents, the music changed to an 
electro-pop dance mix by Sagi Abitbul and Guy Haliva, and everyone 
danced wildly for the next few minutes. 

At the start of the ceremony, Daniel spoke briefly and recalled 
Wedding 1, where “Ruth didn’t stop smiling and Nofar didn’t stop cry-
ing.” Ruthie and Nofar were then invited to speak. Ruthie told Nofar: 
“I understand that the more I delve deeper, the more I love you. You 
are everything that I wished for myself: someone who would give me 
stability but also push me ahead, someone with whom I can laugh at 
sheer nonsense but with whom I can also consult about the most seri-
ous matters.” 

Ruth then gave specific examples of their life together: “About once 
a week, you and I go down to the beach to see the sunset and to talk 
without interruptions. Those are our best conversations. At the age of 
30, I went with you and bought my first bicycle. Until then, all persua-
sion was to no avail--I was too worried about my balance and about 
riding alone. I also started to do yoga! Me, who doesn’t know how to 
stop and rest, found herself in a yoga class breathing and relaxing and, 
yes, also snoozing in the middle of class.”

Nofar spoke about how though Ruthie’s family comes from the 

“west” and his from the “east” 
(all his grandparents were born 
in Yemen), they both had many 
things in common, such as “sen-
sitivity to the needs of others 
and the importance of giving.” 
Like Ruthie, Nofar also provided 

examples of their life together and wished 
for both “not to stop being surprised, and 
to continue to be excited by all that goes on 
around us--from a song on the radio to coffee 
in Rabin Square. from food that we cooked 
over a camp stove, to a difficult fitness work-
out and sore muscles.” 

To conclude the ceremony, 
Daniel said: “I want to raise 
a glass and wish that you re-
spect and love each other for many years, that you be 
there for each other, for the ups and the downs, along 
the entire journey together. L’chayim.” And then, for 
the next three hours or so, until about 1:30 a.m., there 
was non-stop energetic dancing, with “Drinks & Happy 
Food” (Surimare’s motto). 

[Note: With the addition of an exchange of rings, 
which had already occurred in Wedding 1, for many Tel 
Aviv couples, this ceremony would constitute their en-
tire marriage ceremony.  I spoke with Daniel afterward; 
he had brought his fiancé to the wedding and told me: 
“This is how I want to get married.”] 

At the beginning of her remarks, Ruthie reminded 
Nofar that when she had told him “I would marry you 
even ten times,” she had meant it. While I doubt that 
there will be another eight times, Wedding 2 certainly 
lived up to all of Ruthie’s expectations. Mazal Tov!

Ruthie and Nofar

Teddy with daughter Ruthie

By Naama Barak, Israel21c
One in every 11 Tel Aviv residents is a dog owner. While the major-

ity picks up poop like good citizens, a minority leaves their pets’ feces 
to become a smelly public nuisance waiting to be stepped in.

The TheTel Aviv municipality has had it. A recent campaign tried 
calling out the 2 per-
cent of dog owners 
who are “taking a shit 
on the city” – City Hall’s 
words, not ours – but 
the battle has now 
been taken to the next 
level: they’re actually 
going to sample uncol-
lected dog waste and 
match it to a municipal 
dog DNA database.

The Tel Aviv-Yafo 
City Council has ap-
proved an amendment 
to a municipal bylaw, 
which requires dog 
owners to provide a 
DNA sample from their 
pet when renewing 
their dog license. This 
way, inspectors will be 
able to identify offend-
ers, send them a fine in the mail and even make them liable for the 
sampling and test costs.

“Maintaining cleanliness in public spaces is an integral part of the 
appearance of the city, and the municipality hopes that its latest deci-
sion will persuade all owners to collect dog waste,” City Hall said in a 
statement.

Pooped by dirty pavements,  
Tel Aviv plans dog DNA testing

Tel Aviv prides itself on its love of dogs, and per-
haps soon on its dog DNA database, too. Photo by 
Jonathan Daniels on Unsplash.

“The municipality believes 
that a combination of informa-
tion campaigns, enforcement 
and public cooperation is key to 

improving quality of life in 
urban areas.”

But before you cele-
brate by walking the city’s 
streets barefoot, bear in 
mind that the Israeli Inte-
rior Ministry will have to 
assess the amendment to 
the bylaw for this some-
what Big Brother-like en-
deavor to go into effect.

Despite this turn of 
events, Tel Aviv still prides 
itself on being the most 
dog-friendly city in the 
world, boasting, for ex-
ample, of its municipality-
issued “DigiDog” smart 
card that reminds owners 
of upcoming vaccinations, 
lets them know about new 
dog parks in their area and 
updates on upcoming dog-

gie events.
Such as the one ahead of Tu 

B’Av, the Jewish Valentine’s Day, 
in which dog owners looking for 
love are invited to a beachside 
celebration alongside their pets. 
You know, to help break the ice.
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