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JFEC Annual Campaign Kickoff  
& Ice Cream Social

Sunday, August 8, 2021 * 4:30-6:30 PM
Hygienic Art Park

(79 Bank Street, New London)

IT’S NOT TOO LATE -- COME, ENJOY & SCHMOOZE

Live music--yummy ice cream--schmoozing galore!
This event is being held outdoors under an overhead covering-- 

so, rain or shine and safe!!

We’ll groove to the music of local rock band 
Rock King Rowe-- made up of local musicians 

Chris Rock, Dan King, and Jonathan Rowe.

Everyone will be entered into the best ice cream sundae contest 
and be eligible to win fun prizes.

The Ice Cream Social is $18 per person.
Kids 12 & under are free!

Cash & Checks accepted (make checks payable to JFEC)

Proceeds from this event will go to the Federation’s 
Operation Cool Down program, where we supply 
free air conditioners to individuals and families

in need of relief from the heat.

By Tovah  
Lazaroff,  

Jerusalem Post
The High 

Court of Justice 
on August 2 
encouraged four 
Sheikh Jarrah 
families to accept 
a compromise 
deal that would 
nullify eviction 
orders and 
allow them to 
remain in their 
east Jerusalem 
homes.

A three-
hour debate 
in Jerusalem 
ended without 
any conclusion, 
however. The 
three-judge panel asked the 
families to consider an offer 
by which one member of each 
family would be granted lifetime 

Court pushes deal for Palestinians 
to stay in Sheikh Jarrah homes

protected tenancy on the property in exchange for 
annual payments of NIS 1,500.

“This is the practical solution,” said Judge Yitzhak 
Amit, who led most of the proceedings. “We recommend 

A supporter of the El-Kurd family, Palestinian residents of Sheikh 
Jarrah neighborhood in east Jerusalem who are facing eviction, looks 
on as family members flash victory signs during a court hearing, in 
the Israeli Supreme Court, in Jerusalem August 2, 2021. (photo credit: 
REUTERS/Ronen Zvulun)

COURT CONT. ON PG 13

By Lahav Harkov,  
Anna Ahronheim, Jerusalem Post

Israel will retaliate against 
anyone who seeks to harm the 
Jewish state “in the time and 
place and way” of its choosing, 
Defense Minister Benny Gantz 
said Monday.

Warning that Israel has a 
“variety of tools and options” to 
protect its citizens, he stressed 
it would make Iran pay for the 
deadly drone attack that hit 
the Mercer Street ship near the 
shores of Oman, which killed two 
people.

“This is not just an Israeli 
matter,” Gantz said. “The whole 
world sees the results of Iran’s 
aggression and must take action. 
Any agreement with Iran must 
also address its aggression in 
the region and its harm both to 
innocent people and to the global 
economy.”

Gantz: Israel will respond to Iran 
attack when and how it wants

Although Iran has denied being behind the attack 
on the Israeli-managed ship on which a Romanian and 
a British national were killed, an Iranian official on 
Monday said Tehran would respond to any retaliation.

“Although the Islamic Republic of Iran considers 
the threats of Western officials and those of the Zionist 
regime as propaganda, any move against the interests 
and national security of Iran will face a tough and firm 
response, and Washington and London will be directly 
responsible for its consequences,” the official was 
quoted by Nour News as saying.

Iranian maritime aggression has gotten worse, 
Gantz said, adding that it has attacked five international 
ships over the past year.

The deadly attack against the Mercer Street “that 
resulted in the murder of two civilians is a clear 
violation of international law,” he said. “It is immoral, 
and it constitutes an escalation” by Iran.

The threat posed by Iran is “not a future threat, 
but rather a tangible and immediate one,” Gantz said, 
adding that Israel would work to remove any threat 
against Israeli citizens and interests.

“Iran, under the murderous [President-elect 

By Maayan Jaffe-Hoffman, Jerusalem Post
Ivermectin, a drug used to fight parasites in third-world countries, could help 

reduce the length of infection for people who contract coronavirus for less than a $1 
a day, according to recent research by Sheba Medical Center in Tel Hashomer.

Prof. Eli Schwartz, founder of the Center for Travel Medicine and Tropical Disease 
at Sheba, conducted a randomized, controlled, double-blinded trial from May 15, 
2020, through the end of January 2021 to evaluate the effectiveness of ivermectin 
in reducing viral shedding among nonhospitalized patients with mild to moderate 
COVID-19.

Ivermectin has been approved by the US Food and Drug Administration since 

Israeli scientist says COVID-19 
could be treated for under $1/day

ISRAEL CONT. ON PG 12
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Candle Lighting for Eastern CT area

Energy Saving  
Windows & Doors! 

Order Factory Direct! 

Vinyl Replacement &  
New Construction Windows 

          Storm Windows & Commercial Aluminum 

Professional Installation Available 

Railings & Fences of Many Styles 

860.848.9258 • www.alltimemfg.com 

Since 1946 

JOIN US – WE LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU! 
860.442.0418 • office@bethel-nl.org • bethel-nl.org

SERVICES
•  Daily Minyan
•  Shabbat Services
•  Holidays

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS 
•  Educational Presentations
•   JETI (Jewish, Education, Theology and 

Information) talks by local speakers
•  Lunch & Learn with the Rabbi

SOCIAL EVENTS
•  Distanced Holiday Gatherings
•  Musical Events
•  Curbside Meal Offerings
•  Schmooze Before & After Zoom Events

TECHNOLOGY. 
TRADITION. 
TORAH.
Congregation Beth El is  
welcoming new members. 
During this time of Covid 
our congregation is more 
active than ever through the 
safety of Zoom and offers a 
wide variety of options for 
everyone.

By Stephanie Ganz, JTA
If you, like me, are a regular chicken roaster, you’re halfway to one 

of the best salad dressings out there: schmaltz vinaigrette, a tangy, 
savory top coat for a simple salad of mixed greens and whatever you’ve 
picked up at the farmers market. 

Using a warm fat, like bacon or duck fat, in a vinaigrette is a time-
honored practice that works extremely well thanks to the ability 
of fat to emulsify with the other ingredients, creating a silky, rich 

Schmaltz is the secret ingredient you need for your salad
dressing. Warm bacon dressing over a 
spinach salad is a classic for a reason, 
but I would argue that a good schmaltz 
vinaigrette is even better.

While my chicken is resting post-
roast, I tip the pan, letting the schmaltz 
and pan juices run into a spouted 
measuring cup, which I keep by the 
stove until I’m ready to use it. To 
make this dressing without roasting 
a chicken first, take ¼ cup schmaltz (I 
keep a stash in the fridge) and bring it 
up to temperature in a sauté pan before 
drizzling it into the other ingredients.

This dressing is versatile. I usually 
use apple cider vinegar, but another 
vinegar or even lemon juice would 
work beautifully. To add brightness, 
I throw in chopped herbs from the 
garden, usually chives and basil, but 

parsley, tarragon, or oregano are all welcome 

to join the party. A warm schmaltz vinaigrette can 
stand up to hearty greens like escarole or even kale, 
but there’s no need to shy away from the heat when 
you’re working with lettuces like romaine or arugula. 
All benefit from a light toss in the good stuff.

Ingredients
½ shallot, minced
1 tbsp chives, minced
1 tbsp basil, chiffonade
¼ cup apple cider vinegar
½ tsp Dijon mustard
¼ cup schmaltz, warm
salt and pepper to taste

Directions
In a small metal mixing bowl, combine the first 

five ingredients. While whisking, pour in the schmaltz 
in a thin, steady stream. Taste and adjust seasoning as 
necessary. Use promptly.
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By Nadine Lipman
“Jewish cantors employ a peculiar art and method of singing in 

their delivery. They are unexcelled in the art of covering the voice, 
picking up a new key, in the treatment of the ritual chant, and 
overcoming vocal difficulties that lie in the words rather than in the 
music.”-- Enrico Caruso  

The Jazz Singer is a 1927 American musical drama film starring 
Al Jolson which depicts the fictional story of Jakie Rabinowitz, a young 
man who defies the traditions of his devout Jewish family; rather 
than following in his father’s footsteps as a hazzan, he has become a 
talented jazz singer. The phrase said by Al Jolson, “Wait a minute, wait 

a minute. You ain’t 
heard nothin’ yet!” 
was voted as the 
71st best quote by 
the American Film 
Institute. Three 
subsequent screen 
versions of The Jazz 
Singer have been 
produced: a 1952 
remake, starring 
Danny Thomas and 
Peggy Lee; a 1959 
television remake, 
starring Jerry 
Lewis; and a 1980 
remake starring 
Neil Diamond, Lucie 
Arnaz, and Laurence 
Olivier. It was also 
adapted as a one-
hour radio play on 
two broadcasts of 
Lux Radio Theatre, 
both starring Al 

Jolson, reprising his screen role. The first aired August 10, 1936; the 
second, also starring Gail Patrick, on June 2, 1947.

From the sounds of the shofar to the catchy melodies of Broadway 
and pop, music is an integral part of the Jewish experience; consider 
former cantors Jan Peerce and Richard Tucker singing with the 
Metropolitan Opera, or listening to Streisand, Manilow, or Bob Dylan 
on vinyl(!) or even Marvin Hamlisch or Leonard Bernstein composing 
for multiple award-winning Broadway shows (the next time you listen 
to the opening moments of West Side Story, notice how it begins: da 
da—DA, or TE-KI-AH!)

This is the first article in a series about the Friday night Shabbat 
service musical participants at Congregation Beth El of New London/

Friday night music

Waterford; it was originally 
going to be one longer article, 
but the responses from Marcia 
Reinhard, Roz Etra, Faye Ringel, 
Hazzan Sanford Cohn and Cantor 
Michelle Rubenstein to questions 
I posed were so interesting 
and varied that there was no 
way to reduce them to small 
sound bites!

My personal experience 
is with South eastern 
Connecticut only, so I apologize 
in advance for all those who 
deserve to be mentioned. 
Perhaps other congregations/
temples might consider 
writing their own articles! 
The renowned Hazzan Samuel 
Manchester was before my 
time at Congregation Ahavath 
Chesed in New London, but I 
believe Rabbi Israel Lapidoth 
served as the cantor there, 
before becoming the leader of 
the synagogue.

And, how can I not mention 
Cantorial Soloist Sherry Barnes at 
Temple Emanu-El in Waterford?

Congregation Beth El has had 
several cantors, among them 
Eliezer Bernstein and Roger 
Weisberg; several years ago, the 
synagogue decided to use cantors 

just for the High Holidays and in many 
cases, cantorial students, who also ended 
up participating one Shabbat weekend 
a month. (Michael Zoosman started as a 
student and has found we can’t let him 
go!) 

In case you were wondering a cantor 
—hazzan (חזן) in Hebrew — is the person 
who chants worship services in the 
synagogue. Though the word is sometimes 
applied in a general way to anyone who 
leads services, it is more commonly used 
to denote someone who has completed 
professional musical training and been 
ordained as a cantor. Some schools 
ordain/invest their students as Hazzan, 
others as Cantor.

In recent decades, cantors have moved 
from the high operatic style once considered the very definition of 
being a hazzan to something more akin to being a song leader, creating 
a more participatory experience and allowing congregants to join in 
the singing rather than merely performing for them. The ability to 
play guitar at least passably is increasingly considered integral to the 
cantorial profession. In the Reform movement, much of this change 

is attributed to 
the popularity of 
the late singer-
songwriter Debbie 
Friedman, whose 
1960s campfire 
style of Jewish 
music became 
widely known in 
the movement’s 
summer camps 
and later spread 
to synagogues. In 
2007, Friedman 
signed on to teach 
at the movement’s 
cantorial school — a 
move widely seen as 
a stamp of approval 
for her style of 

worship. After Friedman’s death in 2011, the school was renamed in 
her honor.

Congregation Beth El is looking to become known as the region’s 
locale for music providing Jewish content (who can forget the recent 
performance of Kol Esperanza or the Annual Harold Juli Memorial 
Cantor’s Concert!) as it continues to remain a vibrant entity as the 
Jewish Community Campus moves forward. I hope you will enjoy 
learning more in future issues of the Jewish Leader. 

On August 23 at 7 pm upstairs at The Malted 
Barley, 42 High Street, downtown Westerly RI, 
Literary Salon returns. It’s back for the summer. The 
COVID-19 hasn’t stopped local authors from putting 
the shut-in time to good literary use.

Welcome to the Book Launch of Harriet Goodman 
Grayson’s “Rockaway Riptides” the story of high 
school seniors, students and musicians, finding 
their way through the turbulent 1960’s. Author Ms. 
Grayson said, “Relive the past or find out more about 
those times with political protesting against the 
Vietnam War and racial unrest. The center is a group 
of young people learning to navigate those uncertain 
times.” 

Local authors will also be welcoming back Literary 
Salon. “During these unusual COVID times, authors 

Meet the local literati – books to share
took the opportunity to write, write and write,” 
said Ms. Grayson. Millions also returned to book 
reading. Books of all genres will be available for 
sale. Meet local authors as they discuss their work.

The event is sponsored by The Malted Barley 
& Westerly-based Ocean Breeze Press (www.
oceanbreezepress.net) .

Support local business as well as local authors. 
The Westerly community has long attracted a 
wide diversity of artists. Loving the sea and surf 
has attracted generations of painters, poets and 
writers. Celebrate this wonderful convergence by 
joining the artistic community on August 23 for 
Literary Salon at the Malted Barley.

Contact: harriet@oceanbreezepress.net.
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Custom Tub & Shower
Enclosures

  • Design & Installation
  • All-Glass Enclosures

Expert Mirror Design &
Installation

  • Visit Our Showroom

151 Jefferson Avenue • New London, CT 06320
Phone (860) 442-0373 • Fax (860) 442-1356

SERVING SOUTHEASTERN CONNECTICUT
FOR OVER 60 YEARS

FULL  SERVICE  GLASS  SPECIALISTS

CO., INC
Ruby Glass

Senior Connections
 
 
 

 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1. 2. 
Meatless 
Grinders  

3.   
 

4. 5. 12:00 deadline 
to order food for 
8/9 

6. 7.  

8. 9.  
Specialty Falafel 
Wrap  
Half Wrap and Side 
Salad 

10.  11. 12. 12:00 
deadline to order 
food for 8/16 

13. 14. 

15.  16. 
Tuna Salad  
 

17. 
 

18. 
12:00 Deadline to 
sign up for lunch 
at the Washington 
St. Café tomorrow 
8/26 

19. 12:00 
deadline to order 
food for 8/23 

20. 21. 

22. 23. 
Pick Pocket 
Falafel Wrap  
Half Wrap and Side 
Salad 

24. 25. 
11:30 am lunch at 
the Washington 
St. Coffeehouse 

26. 12:00 
deadline to order 
food for 8/30 

27. 28. 

29. 30. 
Meatless Grinder  

31.  Reservations 
required.  
Please call 
Carly @ (860) 
444-6333 

 All Kosher Hot 
Lunches (KHL) 
begin @ 12:30.  
 

Suggested KHL 
donation is 
$3.00 

 August 2021 Senior Connections  

Lunch and Kibbitz in August
It’s hot and sunny and the trees are blooming. Why not go outside 

and soak up some fresh air and get your daily dose of vitamin D? For 
this season, we are going to have our Senior Hot Lunch outside again 
at Bates Woods Park, catered by Pick Pockets (Groton) and Pizzarama 
(New London). Come see old friends and make some new ones as well.

We are requesting a suggested donation of $3.00 per person for 
each lunch.

Lunch and Kibbitz – Mondays at 12:30 pm
Deadline to reserve your meal is the Thursday at 12 noon before 

the Monday lunch
All events take place at: Bates Woods Park, 80 Chester St. New 

London, CT 06230

August 9 -- Specialty Falafel Wrap 
Half Wrap and Salad -- Falafel with 
Hummus, Lettuce, Tomato, Cucumbers, 
Carrots, Feta Cheese, Onions, Roasted 
Red Peppers with our House Balsamic 
Vinaigrette.

August 16 -- Tuna Salad -- Tuna Fish 
Salad over a Bed of Lettuce topped with 

Tomatoes, Cucumbers and Onions.
August 23 -- Pick Pocket 

Wrap -- Half of a Wrap and a 
Garden Salad -- Breaded Egg Plant 
topped with Fresh Mozzarella 
Cheese, Lettuce, Roasted Red 
Peppers with our House Balsamic 
Dressing.

August 30 -- Meatless 
Grinder -- Meatless Grinder served with Cheese, Lettuce, Tomatoes 
and Onions

August Event
Wed., Aug. 25 Washington Street 

Coffee House, Lunch on your own at 13 
Washington Street #1, New London, CT. 
Meet you there at 11:30 am!

Come join us at the Washington 
Street Coffe House for lunch and some 
sun. All reservations must be in by 
Wed., August 18 at 12:00 noon.

Stuff you need to know about our events
Carly’s Schedule – Please call Carly at 860-444-6333, Monday 

through Friday 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM for all reservations or questions 
regarding Senior Services. We have limited space available, so please 
call as soon as possible to make sure you get a seat or reserve a spot 
for one of our exciting trips or one of our lunches.

Registration for Temple Emanu-El Religious School School is 
now open and we’re making plans to meet safely in person for the 
2021/2022 school year.  Please join us for our open house on Thursday, 
August 26 at 5pm on the temple’s lawn, 29 Dayton Road, Waterford. 
This event is for both prospective as well as current religious school 
families. Come learn about our program, serving pre-k through 8th 
grade, and its new curriculum, meet this year’s teachers and faculty 
assistants and simply connect with our religious school family. Pizza 
and dessert will be served.  

Current families please bring your registration forms. Registration 
and informational packets will be available at the event or email 
religiousschool@tewaterford.org for our packet and/or more 
information. We hope to see you there! 

Teachers Needed
Temple Emanu-El Religious School (TERS) is pleased to 

announce that registration for Religious School is now open 
and we’re making plans to meet safely in person.  

If you are interested in teaching, we would love to have you 
join our team. Our staff are dedicated and strive to provide 
students with a knowledge of Jewish tradition in addition to a 
sense of identity and appreciation for the importance of Jewish 
life in the community. Our program serves pre-k through 8th 
grade, and we are super excited about our dynamic, redesigned 

Temple Emanu-El Religious School Open House

curriculum.
If you are passionate, 

love children and want to 
make an impact in the life 
of a child please contact the 
school at religiousschool@
tewaterford.org. 

Charter Oak Federal Credit Union is excited to announce that its 
Matching Gifts Program for 2021 will start on Tuesday, August 17, 
2021!

Once again, Charter Oak will be giving away $100,000 in 100 days 
by matching our members donations to the 501(c)(3) organization of 
their choice!

The Matching Gifts Program will run until November 24, 2021 or 
until our Matching Gifts funding limit is met!

If you have any questions please contact Carolina Hernandez at 
860.446.3425 or chernandez@cofcu.com.

In 2020 member generosity allowed Charter Oak to reach its 
expanded funding limit of $200,000, which means 2020’s combined 
giving from members and Charter Oak totals $400,000 to assist 
charities and non-profits.

The Jewish Federation benefited from this matching program when 
Federation donors sent donations totaling $2,600 and submitted 

Matching gifts program launches August 17
the matching form to the 
credit union. In turn, donors’ 
contributions were doubled 
when the Federation received 
matching checks from Charter 
Oak totaling  $2,600 or a total of 
$5,200.

The Federation’s Annual 
Campaign launches August 8. If 
you are a Charter Oak Federal 
Credit Union member you can 
double your campaign donation 
by submitting the matching 
gift form using the Charter Oak 
website.
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    By  

Artie
  Dean

Delray Dilemma
Hy Reingold sits on a bench overlooking Delray Beach as he does 

every morning at 6 am, watching as the sand sweeping machines scour 
the beach, turning asunder the signs of the previous day’s chaos. They 
carry away the cigarette butts, the bottle caps, the soiled napkins—the 
human detritus left from another day at one of Florida’s most popular 
venues.

A glint of sun sparkles for a moment in the sand, unseen by the 
gulls and the half asleep machine operators dreaming of their next 
payday as they mindlessly toil. The flash of light remains unseen 
by the strollers, and the runners at water’s edge—unseen by the 
condominium owners in the high rise across the 
street, first lifting their venetian blinds, staring 
out at the morning vista they’ve worked all their 
lives to afford. Unseen by anyone, except, of 
course, for sharp-eyed Hy Reingold, who makes a 
mental note of the sparkle’s location, then goes on 
taking in the salt air as if nothing extraordinary 
has caught his attention.

He sits, unmoving for an hour, until the 
sweeping is done, until the early morning strollers 
depart. Then, he descends from his bench, 
crosses the board walk to the sand, and looking 
about, walks with a feigned aimless air directly 
to a spot feet from the crashing surf. He glances 
about, smiling benevolently at the mother passing with her three 
young children in tow. He averts his eyes, as the young lovers, having 
spent a night on the beach stumble past, their arms draped about one 
another’s shoulders, their eyes gazing, seeing no one, certainly not old 
Hy, milling about at water’s edge.

But old Hy’s toes are casting about in the sand as he makes tiny 
movements with his feet. Finally, the hint of a smile crosses his lips 
as he feels the tiny object of his attention. He stoops as if to scratch 
his ankle, then reaches into the sand near the toes of his right foot. He 
scoops up a handful, letting the sand sift through his parted fingers, 
then with a triumphant grin gazes at the prize in his open palm. 
A chuckle passes his lips, as he turns the object over with the tip of 
his index finger, letting out a satisfied whistle. For there in his hand 
is the most perfect, pear shaped diamond engagement ring he’s ever 
seen—a three carrot beauty at least.

A myriad of scenarios flash through his mind. He pictures putting 
a down payment on that sports car he’s always coveted, or perhaps a 
year’s membership to that exclusive golf course his neighbor prattles 
on about. He imagines a month’s vacation at Manhattan’s Four Seasons, 
lapping up the ambience of New York’s COVID reopening in June, while 
his buddies down in Florida curse the heat. The ruminations go on for 
a while, but then he settles on the new apartment he saw advertised 
the previous week—premier location, a high rise with ocean view and 
private beach, just the thing for someone with a windfall.

He glances at the diamond again. He takes a deep breath of 
satisfaction then lets it out slowly. Turning his eyes skyward he thanks 
whatever power brought such good luck, and the ingenuity to capture 
such a treasure. Everything happens for a reason.

***

As Hy pockets his prize, a different scenario plays out at a nearby 
Delray hotel. Twenty-seven-year-old Ruben Morgenthal is rummaging 
through every corner of his room. He searches the bureau for the 
fifth time, examines his room safe, yet again. He goes through every 
piece of clothing he’s brought on his trip, turns his beach bag inside 

out, zipping and unzipping the 
internal pockets with the same 
unsatisfactory result. How the 
hell could I have lost Shelly’s 
engagement ring? With mere 
hours before his planned meeting 
with his college sweetheart, he 
searches his memory trying to 
remember every minute of the 
previous day. He remembers 
picking up the ring that morning 
before meeting his friends. His 
afternoon activities seem lost in 
a haze. Perhaps he’d had a few 
too many, but isn’t that what 
reconnecting with fraternity 
brothers was all about? His 
temples throb, his stomach 
groans, for only a week earlier 
he’d sold his classic ’63 Corvette 
for the money to reconstruct his 

life. After all the mistakes he’d 
made in recent years settling 
down with Shelly seemed so 
right. 

How can I face her this morning 
with nothing? 

Ruben calls Brad, one of his 
college friends and explains his 
predicament. “I’m afraid I’ve done 
something tragically idiotic.”

Together they retrace the 
steps of the previous day. Brunch 
with Bloody Mary’s at that little 
bistro on Atlantic Avenue, then 
a late lunch at the Irish Pub 
overlooking the beach, then an 
hour playing skeeball at that 
arcade. Brad scours the sidewalk 
while Ruben checks every bar’s 
lost and found. The sinking feeling 
in Ruben’s gut intensifies as the 
hours pass without success. He 
calls the jewelry store and asks 
for suggestions. “Sorry I can’t 
help you, son,” says the man who 
sold him the ring. “Better luck on 
your next purchase. We’ve got 
a two for one sale starting next 
week.”

Who would turn something 
like that in anyway? He pictures 
Shelly slamming her door on him 
with finality. How can I show her 
I’ve changed? He’s about to give 
up when a look of astonishment 
crosses Brad’s face. “The beach! 

Don’t you remember? The beach, the football we borrowed.
Ruben nods. The briefest vision of a drunken football game on 

the sand flashes before him. “Of course, just before we split up.” He 
remembers being thrown to the ground, massages his sore shoulder, 
now realizing how it happened. Brad points to a spot opposite the 
benches on the boardwalk. Right about there.” The two men descend 
on the beach, weaving their way through the families spread out on 
their blankets. Frantic, Ruben starts scooping up sand with his hands. 
“I’m not giving up till I find it.”

***

A few blocks away, Hy Reingold spends the morning dreaming of the 
new apartment. He calls the rental agent, makes an appointment for 
a tour. He looks through his closets; makes a mental note to get some 
cardboard boxes to pack his clothes for the move. In the afternoon he 
plans to stop in at the Delray Jewelry Exchange and get an appraisal 
on his newly found treasure. He thinks of stopping by the synagogue 
to give the Rabbi a donation to celebrate his good luck. But first he 
returns to the boardwalk. 

He glances out at the water’s edge, unconsciously wanting to relive 
his triumph. His breath catches in his throat, for there, on the shore, are 
two young men sifting through the sand with their fingers. The elation 
he’s felt all day dissolves. He grits his teeth, checks in his pocket for the 
ring, glances once again at the men searching. Searching for what? His 
first inclination is to hurry back to his apartment, but instead he sits 
down on his favorite bench and watches. They probably lost a set of 
keys, maybe a wallet. It’s no business of mine.

 
To be continued. . .

By Shira Hanau, JTA
If there was any doubt that the Upper West Side of Manhattan was 

a Jewish neighborhood, a new herring shop opening in the area should 
seal the deal.

Sherry Herring, a Tel Aviv sandwich shop offering herring 
sandwiches — served with a shot of vodka — will be opening a 
stateside outpost in New York City. According to the West Side Rag, the 
new store will be located at 245 West 72nd Street, replacing a longtime 
hat store. It is not yet clear when the store will open.

The original Sherry Herring store is in Shuk HaNamal, an outdoor 
food market established in 2010 at the Tel Aviv port. The shop, which 
sells pickled fish and baguette sandwiches, was once featured on an 
episode of Somebody Feed Phil, a travel show on Netflix. Michal Ansky, 
the Israeli foodie who launched Shuk HaNamal, said the shop was 
named after her mother.

“This is worth stopping for,” Phil Rosenthal, the show’s host, said of 
the sandwich.

Tel Aviv’s Sherry Herring  
to open on Manhattan’s  

Upper West Side

Freshly caught herrings lie in a fish box. (Jens Büttner via Getty Images)
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By Sheila Horvitz
Hadassah members are happy to announce that the dedication, 

excellence, and stellar work of its hospitals and monthly magazine 
contribute mightily to the health and culture of the world - and earn 
the highest praise and awards.

The Israeli Health Ministry found that both of Hadassah’s hospitals 
are the best in their class. The National Program for Quality Indicators 

reported that for 2020, Hadassah Hospital Ein Kerem was awarded 
first place in the major hospital and trauma categories and Hadassah 
Hospital Mount Scopus is the top small campus hospital.

In calculating the scores, a vast array of services are evaluated 
among them the ability to perform heart catheterizations in under 
90 minutes from the moment a patient is admitted (Israel tops the 
world in this category), stroke treatment, prevention of in-hospital 
infections, and detection of depression among patients. Waiting times 
for triage at the Ein Kerem campus average just five minutes,

Hadassah Medical Organization Acting Director-General Yoram 
Weiss, MD said that despite the difficult Covid period Hadassah teams 
have achieved impressive results in the various areas of treatment, 
from infancy to old age. The report praised the Israeli hospital system 
for the way it dealt with healthcare during such a difficult time. 
Professor Yaron Niv, MD said: “Despite the coronavirus pandemic, and 
the reduction in hospital activity, quality of treatment was not affected 
both in corona and regular departments.”

And in the realm of education and culture, Hadassah continues to 
win awards for its outstanding magazine. Hadassah Magazine has 
won 10 Simon Rockower Awards, the annual prizes for excellence 
in Jewish journalism handed out by the American Jewish Press 
Association (AJPA), Hadassah Magazine has received a total of 30 
Rockower Awards since award-winning journalist Lisa Hostein was 
named executive editor of the publication in late 2015.

Lisa Hostaein said she is “thrilled that in the 2021 awards, for work 
published in 2020, Hadassah Magazine has been recognized for 
the kinds of stories we do best — spotlighting women who make a 
difference by standing up and speaking out. They are stories of clergy 
calling out sexual harassment and nurses working to heal the sick; of 
a mother still grappling with the trauma of infertility, a transgender 
woman finding her voice and activists fighting for women’s right to 
vote a century ago.”

Hadassah Magazine also garnered both first and second place 
honors for Excellence in Covering Zionism, Aliyah and Israel, with 
“Groundbreaking Burial in Israel” by Uriel Heilman, which explores 
the unique challenges Israel faces in finding enough space to bury 
its dead, and “A Home for Life” by Wendy Elliman, which provides a 
poignant portrait of Israeli communities for people with disabilities.

The magazine won first place for Excellence in Writing About Food 
and Wine with a story about Israel’s wine industry and an Honorable 
Mention in the category of Excellence in Arts Reporting for “A Night 
at the Museum for All” which explores how Jewish and Holocaust 
museums provide access to visitors with disabilities.

Hostein said she was particularly gratified by the awards for the 
stories from Israel. “Our diverse articles about the needs of people with 
disabilities, burial challenges, and wineries are especially meaningful 
at a time when Israel is under fire from so many media outlets.”

Hadassah News

Hadassah Eastern CT
We’d love to hear from you. 
Please feel free to call or write.

● President: Karen Bloustine bloustinek@gmail.com
860-326-6377

● Membership: Moira Ross moira29ross@hotmail.com
● Donations: Treas. Vicki Seroussi 2 Mitchell Ct 

Norwich, CT 06360
● Cards/Certificates: Kim Fischburg kimfischburg@gmail.com

860-608-9223

   Follow us on Facebook  

Hadassah wins top awards  
for its hospitals & magazine

By Sheila Horvitz
Why is Israel one of the 

happiest countries in the 
world, despite being in 
constant conflict, war, strife, 
and fear for survival?

Are humor, quick wit, 
and the philosophy of living 
in the moment essential 
antidotes to the stresses of 
civil unrest, rocket attacks, 
and Covid?

The 2021 World 
Happiness Report, released 
a year after the global 
coronavirus pandemic 

started gaining speed worldwide, 
ranked 149 countries based 
on gross domestic product per 
person, healthy life expectancy, 
and the opinions of residents. 
Surveys asked respondents to 
indicate on a 1-10 scale how 
much social support they feel 
they have if something goes 
wrong, their freedom to make 
their own life choices, their sense 
of how corrupt their society is, 
and how generous they are.

Israel ranks Number 12 on the 
Happiness Report, compared to 
the U.S. which is at number 19. 
The top five happiest countries 
are Finland, Denmark, Switzerland, Iceland, and the Netherlands.

One of the most 
viewed cartoons in 
Israel depicts people 
rushing to the bomb 
shelter and being 
asked at the entrance 
whether they’re 
vaccinated against 
COVID-19 before 
being let into safety.

When there is 
panic and fear in the 
air, comedy in times 
of crisis can be an 
important tool, a 
coping mechanism. 
One of Israel’s most 
successful comedians, 
Lior Halfon, says that 
comedy is “a tool to 

heal your soul. It brings out a lot 
of endorphins, the natural feel-
good chemicals in your body. It 
can activate healthy physical and 
emotional changes in the body.” 

Molly Livingstone, a Jerusalem-
based comedian says that she is 
“100 percent terrified of what’s 
to come, protecting my children, 
thinking about the other side, 
wondering if we’ll ever get back to a 
quieter time. But at the same time, 
I’m going to make as many jokes as 

Israel copes with humor and happiness
possible, so that I can breathe in 
and out. It’s as essential as that 
for me” 

Halfon agrees with her. 
“Comedy is truly a medicine. In 
crisis, we are in stress, and we 
can’t breathe. In laughter, we 
release our breathing. Laughter 
is a physical reaction that is 
essential in times of crisis.”

In Israel humor is dark, 
nothing is sacred, and it is taboo-
breaking. 

Livingstone has said that 
“Israeli humor doesn’t hide. Just 
like Israelis are very aggressive 

and pushy, the humor is more 
like that. Jewish humor is guilty 
but Israeli humor is aggressive. 
In a positive way. Just like we also 
know that being pushy, having 
chutzpah, may have a negative 
connotation, but really, it’s what 
helps us survive and succeed. 
No matter how much I’m 
laughing, I’m with 100 percent 
of the people on both sides 
being affected in the worst ways 
possible. I think of the children in 
Gaza just as much as I think about 
the children in Israel.”

Molly Livingstone
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By Linda Gradstein, Jerusalem Post
‘They make a great gin mule here,” said a man sitting at the bar as 

I arrived at Craft Pizza on Shlomzion Hamalka Street. “And the pizza 
is amazing.”

It was a nice welcome to what turned out to be a great pizza 
experience. Many people know the branch of Craft in the Mahaneh 
Yehuda market that focuses on pizza by the slice. Now owner David 
Kaplan has opened a branch downtown that focuses more on sit-down 
dining with excellent pizza pies.

The man at the bar, by the way, is Craig Strathern from New Zealand, 
who works for the International Red Cross, and is a frequent patron of 
Craft Pizza. By the middle of our meal, he had joined our table for a 
great conversation as we gobbled down our pizza.

The new restaurant, with yellow booths and a black-and-white tile 
floor that David personally built, also has a charcoal oven that uses 
charcoal imported from the US, and which gives the pizza a special 
taste, according to David.

The dough is made from a 72-hour sourdough, and the crust comes 
charred on the bottom. All pizzas come with homemade marinara 
sauce, mozzarella and parmigiana, unless specified differently. You 
order pizza by size, either a personal 10-inch pizza, or a 14-inch pie 
for two. Our friendly and knowledgeable waitress Rachel (a student 
of east Asian studies at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem) said the 
personal pie is the perfect size for one person, and the double is for 
two hungry people or three less-hungry people.

I started with the recommended gin mule (NIS 42), which was a 
combination of gin, ginger beer, lemon and mint. I’ve decided that the 
combination of cocktails and pizzas is an excellent idea.

All prices below are for the personal pizza first, and then the double 
pizza.

Craft is introducing a new menu that includes unique pizzas such 
as Indulgence with Brie cheese, garlic confit and honey (NIS 43/68) or 
the Umami with champignon, portobello and truffle oil (NIS 43/68).

A classic margarita pizza topped with sauce, cheese and basil is NIS 
34/55, and offers me the perfect opportunity to tell one of my favorite 
family stories.

When our daughter Rafaella was two, and we were visiting Eilat, 
my husband asked her if she wanted a mushroom, olive or plain pizza.

“Plain!” she said very excitedly.
He ordered and when he opened the pizza box, she burst into tears.
“Where’s the plane?” she asked. Years later, she told us that if 

mushroom pizza has mushrooms, and olive pizza has olives, isn’t it 
logical that a plain pizza has a plane?

We arrived at Craft just as the blessed Jerusalem cool air breezed 

Jerusalem’s Craft Pizza  
offers class and quality

in, and decided to sit outside. 
The new menu had not been 
launched and the trial menu 
encouraged you to build your 
own pizza, still a fun option 
with the new menu. Rachel, 
the waitress, suggested that 
we choose no more than four 
toppings, as more can make 
the pizza too heavy.

Rafaella (significantly 
taller today than she was at 
the time of the plane story) 
ordered a personal pizza with 
no sauce (as she’s allergic to 
tomatoes), half pineapple, half 
mushroom, with kalamata olives, 
feta cheese and sweet pepper.

When the pizza arrived, it 
had sweet potato instead of red 
pepper. When Rafaella mentioned 
it, Rachel said, “Oh, so sorry, we’ll 
replace it.”

Rafaella and I both hate waste, 
so she said, “It’s OK, I’ll eat it,” 
and Rachel said, “Don’t worry, it 
won’t go to waste. The staff will 

eat it.” Within minutes 
the correct pizza arrived 
at the table.

Since it was Tu 
B’av, and since I felt 
an obligation to my 
readers to try the pizza 
for two, my husband 
and I decided to share a 
double pizza. He wanted 
pineapple (sorry honey, 
I love you, but pineapple 
does not belong on pizza) 
and sweet pepper, and 
I wanted mushrooms. I 
am just back from a trip 
to southern France, one 
of the anchovy capitals in 
the world, and decided to 
go out of my comfort zone 
and have anchovies on 
my pizza. So we ordered 
a half-and-half, his-and-

hers pizza. According to the new 
menu, any topping is NIS 3 for 
a personal pizza and NIS 5 for a 
double.

The pizza was one of the 
best I’ve had in recent memory. 
Piping hot, excellent crust, great 
cheese, fresh mushrooms and 
salty anchovies. My husband 
was equally happy with his 
pineapple-and-sweet-pepper 
pizza. Conversation stopped as 
we savored our pizzas.

There are also several salads 
to choose from, and we shared 
the Bowl of Beets (NIS 38) which 

A big pizza pie from Craft Pizza, Jerusalem (photo credit: ASAF KARELA)

A charcoal oven keeps Craft Pizza’s pizza pies extra delicious (photographer: 
ALEX DEUTCH)

had beets, kohlrabi, blue cheese, walnuts and apples. It was a large 
portion, and all of the elements worked well together.

Somehow my husband and I managed to finish the double pizza 
without leaving any leftovers. If you’re going to splurge on the calories 
for pizza, Craft Pizza is worth it.

By Cnaan Liphshiz, JTA
A 100-year-old former Nazi concentration camp guard has been 

indicted in Germany for being an accessory to murder in 3,500 cases.
The defendant, who was not named in the German media, is 

scheduled to go on trial in October in the Neuruppin district court for 
his service at Sachsenhausen, Reuters reported Sunday.

Court sessions requiring the defendant’s presence will be limited 
to about two hours a day because of his age.

The defendant was said to have worked as a guard from 1942 to 
1945 in Sachsenhausen, a camp near Berlin where some 200,000 
people were imprisoned and 20,000 murdered.

Germany has prosecuted several accused accomplices to Nazi war 
crimes since the 2011 conviction in Munich of former concentration 
camp guard John Demjanjuk, who had been living in the U.S. before 
being arrested, deported and tried for his role at Sobibor. He was 
found guilty as an accessory in the murders of nearly 30,000 Jews 
there and died in 2012.

The Demjanjuk case set a precedent that being a guard at a death 
camp was sufficient to prove complicity in murder. Few of the guards 
are still alive, however, and thus the number of prosecutions is 
dwindling.

100-year-old former Nazi 
camp guard to stand trial

The entrance to the Sachsenhausen memorial near Berlin, Germany. 
(Paul Zinken/picture alliance via Getty Images)
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Israeli gymnast Artem Dolgopyat wins an  
Olympic gold medal in Tokyo

By Idan Zonshine, Jerusalem Post
Israeli artistic gymnast Artem Dolgopyat made 

history on Sunday, winning an Olympic gold medal in 
the finals of the men’s floor exercise at the 2020 Tokyo 
Games. It was the second gold medal ever won by an 
Israeli Olympic athlete.

Dolgopyat told reporters after winning that “I don’t 
really have the words I am still in heaven. I want to say 
thank you to everyone – I love everyone.”

“My floor exercise was not the best; in the qualifiers, 
I did better. I was very stressed that it would not even 
be enough for a medal, but everyone was excited and 
made mistakes and that was enough for me – and I am 
very happy,” he said.

Dolgopyat will be heading home with NIS 500,000 in 
prize money along with his new gold medal.

“Artem doesn’t even understand what an 
achievement it is – it’s something inconceivable to 
Israeli sports,” said Alex Shtilov, Dolgopyat’s teammate 
on the Israeli gymnastics team. “I believed he could be 
an Olympic champion. Artem and his coach deserved 
this.”

Prime Minister Naftali Bennett was quick to praise 
the gold medalist, interrupting the cabinet meeting 
taking place at the time to phone Dolgopyat.

“Thank you, Artem! You’ve made Blue and White 
history,” said Bennett as Israeli ministers applauded the 
incredible achievement.

Bennett also said the win caused “great pride and 
excitement to all Israelis.”

Foreign Minister Yair Lapid also praised 
Dolgopyat, 

referring to his win as “history in 
Tokyo!” in a tweet.

Culture and Sports Minister Chili Tropper said 
he was “full of appreciation for this great gymnast, 

who has worked hard and 
modestly for years, and 
achieved an unprecedented 
achievement with Israel’s 
first medal in the sport – 
and not just any medal: a 
gold medal!” he exulted.

“Hopefully for all 
of us, through Artem’s 
unprecedented success, 
we will be able to further 
develop the sport and 
its athletes in Israel,” 
Tropper said.

This is the first 
Olympic gold medal 
for Israel since Gal 
Friedman won the gold 
for windsurfing at the 
2004 Athens Games.

This is also the 
first Olympic medal 
for Israel in the 
Gymnastics category, 
and its third medal overall 
in the 2020 Tokyo Games.

Last Friday, Avishag Semberg won the bronze in 
Taekwondo and on Saturday, Israel’s Judo Team took 
home the bronze in the team competition.

As Semberg was busy winning Israel’s 
first bronze medal 
for the 2020 Olympic 
Games, Dolgopyat was 
busy qualifying for 
the finals of the men’s 
floor exercise from 
the first place ranking 
overall, after setting 
an impressive score of 
15.20 in the exercise 
he performed.

The 24-year-old 
competed in the 
first group. Later in 
the day, two other 
groups of gymnasts 
also competed, but 
at the end of the 
competition day, 
Dolgopyat held on 
to first place.

The score he 
earned during the 
qualifiers did not 
help him in the 
final, however, but 
was reset prior to 

Sunday’s exercise.
Artem’s passion for gymnastics goes back to the tender 

age of six when he first signed up to attend his local club 
in Dnirpo, Ukraine, as he followed in the footsteps of his 
gymnast father. In 2009, Dolgopyat’s family moved to 
Israel and settled in Tel Aviv where he quickly became a 

Tokyo 2020 Olympics - Gymnastics - Artistic - Men’s Floor Exercise - Final - Ariake 

Gymnastics Centre, Tokyo, Japan - August 1, 2021. Artem Dolgopyat of Israel 

in action during the floor exercise. REUTERS/Lindsey Wasson (photo credit: 

LINDSEY WASSON/REUTERS)

Artem Dolgopyat (ISR) celebrates winning the gold medal on the floor 

during the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Summer Games at Ariake Gymnastics 

Center (ROBERT DEUTSCH-USA TODAY SPORTS)

standout at the Maccabi sports club.
Dolgopyat continued to compete at the top youth 

competitions, finally breaking through in 2017 when 
he won a silver medal in the floor exercise at the World 
Championships held in Montreal, Canada.

That same year saw him also win medals at the 
Maccabiah Games, which led him to medals in floor 
exercises both in 2018 and 2019 at the European 
Championships.

Dolgopyat captured gold in the floor exercise 
and bronze in the vault at the 2020 European 
Championships held in Turkey.

He qualified for the Tokyo Games by winning a 
silver medal in the floor exercise at the 2019 World 
Championships held in Stuttgart, Germany.

At the 2020 European Championships held in 
Turkey, Dolgopyat captured gold in the floor exercise 
and bronze in the vault as expectations were raised up 
a bar. He finally reached the pinnacle of his career on 
Sunday, winning a gold medal in Tokyo.
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Israel’s judo team wins bronze medal in  
Olympics mixed team competition

By Emily Burack, JTA
Israel’s top judokas failed to medal in their individual 

competitions, but as a team, they came together to take 
home a bronze medal.

“Everyone had a week that was very disappointing 
on a personal level, but something about this special 
day led to everyone giving a little more for the team, and 
that’s what made the difference,” judoka Peter Paltchik 
said. “We were eulogized too soon.”

The new teams event, featuring judokas of both 
genders and three different weight classes for each 
gender, saw Israel upset the Russian Olympic Committee 
by a score of 4 to 1. The bronze medal is Israel’s sixth 
medal in judo — half of Israel’s total Olympic medals 
come in the sport, which they have long dominated.

“We were fighting for years, and this is one of the 
biggest dreams. We just made history,” Timna Nelson 
Levy said after the victory. “Judo is one of the most 
equal sports that there is today… Our sport is giving an 
example for the rest of the world to act. This competition 

is a representation 
of equality. I think 
it is amazing.”

Part of the team 
was 2016 bronze 
medalist Ori 
Sasson, who posted 
a selfie of the entire 
team after the 
medal ceremony:

The team 
returned to Israel 
with a hero’s 
welcome at Ben 
Gurion Airport.

“Everyone here 
gave their heart 
and soul, and that is 
what we won here,” 
Sagi Muki said.

Israeli judokas pose for a group photograph during the victory ceremony for the judo mixed 
team final at the Nippon Budokan Arena during the Tokyo 2020 Summer Olympic Games. 
(Stanislav Krasilnikov/TASS via Getty Images)

By Philissa Cramer, JTA
Israel’s improbable quest for an Olympic medal in baseball ended Tuesday 

after the team featuring several former Major League ballplayers fell in a close 
match to the Dominican Republic.

Israel led 6-5 going into the ninth inning, but a home run followed by a string 
of singles propelled the Dominican Republic to a final score of 7-6. The loss 
means that Israel will leave Tokyo with just one win out of five games, a poor 
showing in what many had hoped would be a breakout year for Israeli baseball.

The Associated Press had predicted that Team Israel, made up of both Israeli 
ballplayers and American Jews, would win a bronze medal. Instead, the team 
lost to Korea and the United States in opening-round games, defeated Mexico in 
the first round of competition, and then lost to Korea again in round two before 
facing the Dominican Republic.

Ian Kinsler, the team’s only former All-Star, told the Jewish Telegraphic 
Agency before the Olympics that his goal in playing for Team Israel was to 
increase the profile of baseball in Israel.

“Medaling for Team Israel would create that buzz,” he said, and “obviously 
bring more attention to the sport. So it’s exciting to think about all that.”

Team Israel’s Olympic baseball run ends 
after loss to Dominican Republic

Members of Team Israel react with dismay as a player from the Dominican Republic hits 
a game-winning single to knock Israel’s baseball team out of competition in the Tokyo 
Olympics, Aug. 3, 2021. (Yuichi Masuda/Getty)

By Jerusalem Post Staff
A promotional TikTok video for the Israel market 

by indie pop sensation Billie Eilish for her new album 
“Happier Than Ever” in which she says “hi Israel” has 
raised the ire of Israel haters.

“Hi Israel, I’m so excited that my new album, 
Happier Than Ever, is out now,” she said in the 
20-second clip.

The Israellycool blog reported that the innocuous 
greeting was met with a barrage of online reaction 
criticizing Eilish for acknowledging Israel’s existence.

One responder wrote: “Educate yourself and see 

Billie Eilish slammed for saying ‘hi Israel’ in promo video
what Israel are doing for Palestinian children [sic].”

Another wrote “Billie, it’s occupied Palestinian land, 
not Israel.”

People called her a “Zionist” for recognizing Israel 
during the clip. 

Others criticized those reacting, saying that the 
reaction was unnecessary.

“Are y’all really cancelling Billie Eilish for saying ‘Hi 
Israel’ ” ????

Happier Than Ever is distributed in Israel by Universal 
Music Group.

Billie Eilish in Chanel 
during the Oscars 
arrivals at the 92nd 
Academy Awards 
in Hollywood, Los 
Angeles, California, 
US, February 9, 2020. 
(photo credit: MIKE 
BLAKE/REUTERS)
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By Maddy Albert, Kveller
Here at Kveller, we believe Jewish author Judy Blume deserves 

all the honors and praise. The iconic writer is once again having a 
moment, and we couldn’t be happier!

First off, as we’ve previously noted, her seminal YA novel, “Are You 
There God? It’s Me, Margaret” is finally being made into a feature film 
this year. To say we’re excited about this is a serious understatement.

On top of this highly anticipated project — which features an A-list 

cast, including Rachel McAdams as Margaret’s mom — Blume is also 
receiving a highly unusual, high-profile accolade: A rest stop on New 
Jersey’s Garden State Parkway will be renamed in her honor.

Last week, New Jersey governor Phil Murphy celebrated National 
New Jersey Day with the announcement that the highway’s nine 
service areas will be renamed after various inductees in the New 
Jersey Hall of Fame. Blume, a native of Elizabeth, New Jersey, is among 
the honorees — the rest stop in Monmouth, along the northern stretch 
of the Jersey Shore, will be named for her. Other honorees include Jon 
Bon Jovi, Toni Morrison, Frank Sinatra and Whitney Houston.

“This is about putting New Jersey greatness on full display,” 
Governor Murphy said in a statement. As a New Yorker, I feel SO 
compelled to make a New Jersey joke, but I will hold back (yes, I know, 
I am so mature!).

Blume was born and raised in a Jewish home in Elizabeth; her 
mother, Esther Rosenfeld, was a homemaker and her father, Rudolph 
Sussman, a dentist. The neighborhood of her youth served as fodder 
for her 2015 adult novel, “In the Unlikely Event,” which centers around 
three real-life plane crashes that happened in her hometown in 1951 
and 1952. (As a dentist, Blume’s father helped identify the remains of 

Judy Blume receives a  
very unusual honor

some of the 118 who died).
Blume’s Jewish father lost 

many of his siblings while she 
was growing up. As Blume herself 
has said, “a lot of my philosophy 
came from growing up in a family 
that was always sitting shiva.” We 
can only assume that this was 
quite a formative experience.

Living in New Jersey is also 
a central part of Blume’s mega-
hit “Are You There God? It’s 
Me, Margaret,” which features 
its sixth-grade protagonist, 
Margaret Simon, who moves 
with her family from New York 
City to the Garden State. Much 
of Margaret’s story drew upon 
Blume’s real-life childhood: 
“When I was in sixth grade, I 
longed to develop physically 
like my classmates. I tried doing 
exercises, resorted to stuffing 
my bra, and lied about getting 
my period,” Blume wrote in an 
older version of her personal 
website. “And like Margaret, I 
had a very personal relationship 
with God that had little to do 
with organized religion. God 
was my friend and confidant. 
But Margaret’s family is very 
different from mine, and her 
story grew from my imagination.”

When I was a preteen, my mom 
recommended “Are You There 
God? It’s Me, Margaret” to me, 
as it meant a lot to her growing 
up. (Talk about l’dor v’dor, am I 
right?) Of course, it was exactly 
the book that 11-year-old me 
needed, at precisely the right 
time. (Such is the magic of Judy 
Blume!)

My feelings about this book 
and the rest stop dedication are 
summed up well by my colleague, 
Alma editor Molly Tolsky, who 
tweeted the following:

Mazels, Judy, on all your 
incredible accomplishments 
— including having a service 
area named in your honor. 
And hey, Governor Murphy, if 
you’re reading this: What about 
providing some free menstrual 
products at this rest stop? Or 
better yet, why not provide 
pads and tampons at all rest 
stops moving forward? We can’t 
think of a better way to honor 
menstruating travelers — and 
Judy Blume fans — of all ages!

Author Judy Blume. (Photo by Johnny Louis/Contributor/Getty 
Images)

By Jerusalem Post Staff
Antisemitic content is proving to be a persistent problem across 

social media as major platforms fail to protect Jewish targets, according 
to the Anti-Defamation League (ADL). 

Nine social media platforms were surveyed and graded by 
the ADL’s Center on Technology and Society: Discord, Facebook, 
Instagram, Reddit, Roblox, TikTok, Twitch, Twitter, and YouTube. 
ADL’s investigators found repeated examples of antisemitic content on 
all of them. 

“Online hate has affected more and more people in recent years, 
especially those in marginalized communities, despite platforms’ 
claims to be improving policies, enforcement, and transparency,” ADL 
CEO Jonathan A. Greenblatt said. “Our new research evaluated nine 
platforms on their ability to mitigate antisemitic content and we were 
frustrated but unsurprised to see mediocre grades across the board.” 

The “Online Antisemitism Report Card” found that Twitter and 
YouTube earned the highest grade - a B-minus. Twitter received higher 
marks for innovation and high data accessibility. YouTube received 
praise for taking action on reports from an “ordinary” user and making 
product-level efforts to address antisemitism. 

Reddit and Twitch each received a C due to both platforms having 
strong policies regarding hate-filled content that include explicit 
protections for specific groups. However, Reddit didn’t act on reported 
content, and Twitch doesn’t have a formal trusted flagging system.

Facebook, Instagram, Discord, and TikTok all received a C-minus. 
Facebook took no action on content reported. TikTok has made 

innovative product changes, allowing users to report up to 100 
comments at once and block accounts in bulk, however, researchers 
couldn’t access the platform’s data and TikTok failed to take action on 
content reported through ordinary users’ accounts. Discord’s grade 
was due to a failure to take action on content reported as well as 
limited data accessibility. 

The worst grade went to Roblox, with a D-minus, with the social 
media platform falling short in most categories. Content reported was 
neither responded to nor acted on; for example, an audio file making 
jokes about the Holocaust. 

“These companies keep corrosive content on their platforms 
because it’s good for their bottom line, even if it contributes to 
antisemitism, disinformation, hate, racism, and harassment,” 
Greenblatt said.

“It’s past time for tech companies to step up and invest more of 
their millions in profit to protect the vulnerable communities harmed 
on their platforms. Platforms have to start putting people over profit.

Social media platforms fail 
to address antisemitism

Social media didn’t care about the reality; they cared about the 
false narrative being promoted, even when it costs Jewish lives 
around the world. (photo credit: PXHERE)
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LOOKING FOR A PLACE FOR YOU OR YOUR 
LOVED ONES TO REST IN DIGNITY?

By Ron Kampeas, JTA
President Joe Biden is set 

to nominate Deborah Lipstadt, 
the Emory University Holocaust 
historian, to be the State 
Department’s antisemitism envoy.

The White House alerted top 
Biden supporters of the pick, 
which has been expected for 
weeks, on July 29, the Jewish 
Telegraphic Agency has learned.

Lipstadt is perhaps best known 
for defeating Holocaust denier 
David Irving after he sued her in 
a British court for defamation for 

calling him a Holocaust denier. Her 2005 book, “History on Trial: My 
Day in Court with a Holocaust Denier,” was made into a 2016 movie 
with Rachel Weisz starring as Lipstadt.

Lipstadt, 74, has been for years a go-to expert for the media and 
for legislators on Holocaust issues, particularly on how the genocide’s 
meaning should be understood in the 21st century, and whether it had 
any cognates among anti-democratic forces in the current day. She 
twice endorsed Barack Obama for president but has been on call for 
her expertise across the political spectrum.

Last year, during the election, she broke a longstanding taboo 
on comparing present-day American politicians to the Nazis and 
endorsed an ad by the Jewish Democratic Council of America likening 
the Trump administration to 1930s Germany. Lipstadt said Holocaust 
analogies were still off-limits, but she could see parallels to the rise of 
the Nazis.

“I would say in the attacks we’re seeing on the press, the courts, 
academic institutions, elected officials and even, and most chillingly, 
the electoral process, that this deserves comparison,” she said at the 
time. referring to the JDCA ad. “It’s again showing how the public’s 
hatred can be whipped up against Jews. Had the ad contained imagery 
of the Shoah, I wouldn’t be here today.”

Jewish organizations, alarmed by a spike in antisemitism, have 
been pressing the Biden administration to name an envoy and to name 
a Jewish liaison to the community — another post that White House 
officials said would be filled soon. The Trump administration took two 
years to name an envoy.

Lipstadt will be the first nominee who will need to be confirmed by 
the Senate since Congress first created the position in 2004. Congress 
last year elevated the role to ambassador-level, granting the position 
more funding and easier access to the secretary of state and the 
president. If Lipstadt is confirmed, she will be the fifth person in the 
position.

The antisemitism monitor’s role is tracking and reporting on the 
phenomenon overseas, and lobbying governments to address anti-
Jewish bigotry within their borders. The position does not have a 
domestic role, although Elan Carr, Trump’s appointee, sometimes 
criticized domestic actors, including J Street, the liberal Jewish Middle 
East policy group. His attack on J Street drew a rare rebuke from one 
of his predecessors, Hannah Rosenthal.

Deborah Lipstadt is Biden’s 
pick for antisemitism envoy

Deborah Lipstadt

By Larry Luxner, JTA
On any given afternoon, hundreds of visitors here patiently line 

up for selfies next to a brightly painted, 12-foot-high concrete buoy 
marking the southernmost point in the continental United States.

Just behind this landmark, a less obvious monument overlooks 
the Atlantic Ocean for a few days a year: a menorah erected during 
Hanukkah by Chabad Jewish Center of the Florida Keys & Key West. 
Billed as “the nation’s southernmost menorah,” the gimmick is just 
one way that Rabbi Yaakov Zucker attracts Jews among the 2.5 million 
tourists who flock to the Keys annually.

“For a while, there was also a ‘southernmost Christmas tree’ and 
then they stopped putting it there. But I’ve continued my menorah 

tradition. People like these things,” said Zucker, 49, who often cruises 
up and down Duval Street, the epicenter of Key West’s famous party 
strip, in a modified golf cart, chatting up Jews and trying to convince 
men to put on tefillin.

Key West is the southernmost among a string of islands off the 
southern coast of Florida (called the Keys) that are linked to Miami 
via a 113-mile highway that crosses the water. While the COVID-19 
pandemic devastated local tourism last year and large cruise ships 
have yet to return, Key West’s hotels are again packed with visitors. 
Most are Americans who arrive by car from the mainland, but the 
number of international visitors is growing.

Once Florida’s most populous city in the 19th century, Key West 
today doesn’t even rank in the state’s top 150. But among its 24,000 or 
so residents are about a thousand Jews, about one-third of whom are 
Israeli expats, according to Zucker. Another thousand or so Jews are 
scattered elsewhere in the Keys, 
mainly in island towns such as 
Islamorada, Key Largo, Marathon 
and Tavernier.

“When I first came to Key 
West, I called my dad up and said, 
‘They must really love Jews here. 
Every store has a mezuzah,’” 
recalled Sam Kaufman, the vice 
mayor here and a regular at 
Chabad services.

That tradition dates back 
to the 1920s, when the local 
merchants’ association ruled 
that only people who resided 
permanently in Key West could 

The Jews of Key West: 
Making a home again in Margaritaville

operate businesses on Duval 
Street.

“The Jews weren’t full-time 
residents because there was no 
rabbi and no kosher food. So they 
left on Thursday night by boat and 
came back on Sunday,” Kaufman 
said. “After that ruling, the Jews 
became full-time residents.”

The Chabad center, housed 
in a former Lutheran church 
on Trinity Drive, is a relative 

newcomer to 
Key West. Jews 
have lived since 
1886 in this laid-
back fishing town 
nicknamed the 
Conch Republic, 
which has inspired 
h a r d - d r i n k i n g 
celebrities from 
novelist Ernest 
Hemingway to 
songwriter Jimmy 
Buffett. That’s the 
year a massive 
fire destroyed Key 
West’s commercial 
district, creating 
opportunities for 
Yiddish-speaking 
peddlers and 
s h o p k e e p e r s 
from New York, 
according to Arlo 

Haskell’s 2017 book, “Jews of Key 
West: Smugglers, Cigar Makers 
and Revolutionaries (1823-
1969).”

In the 1890s, some of these 
early Jewish pioneers helped 
buy weapons for José Martí’s 
anti-Spanish revolution in Cuba, 
only 90 miles to the south. And 
in 1899 — just two years after 
Theodor Herzl’s first Zionist 
Congress in Basel, Switzerland 
— the Federation of American 

KEY CONT. ON PG 15

Fishing in Key West. (photo credit: Courtesy)
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1987. The drug’s discoverers were awarded the 2015 Nobel Prize 
in medicine for its treatment of onchocerciasis, a disease caused by 
infection with a parasitic roundworm.

Over the years, it has been used for other indications, including 
scabies and head lice. Moreover, in the last decade, 
several clinical studies have started to show its 
antiviral activity against viruses ranging from HIV 
and the flu to Zika and West Nile.

The drug is also extremely economical. A study 
published in the peer-reviewed American Journal of 
Therapeutics showed that the cost of ivermectin for 
other treatments in Bangladesh is around $0.60 to 
$1.80 for a five-day course. It costs up to $10 a day in 
Israel, Schwartz said.

In Schwartz’s study, some 89 eligible volunteers 
over the age of 18 who were diagnosed with 
coronavirus  and staying in state-run COVID-19 
hotels were divided into two groups: 50% received 
ivermectin, and 50% received a placebo, according to 
their weight. They were given the pills for three days in a row, an hour 
before a meal.

The volunteers were tested using a standard nasopharyngeal swab 
PCR test with the goal of evaluating whether there was a reduction 
in viral load by the sixth day – the third day after termination of the 
treatment. They were swabbed every two days.

Nearly 72% of volunteers treated with ivermectin tested negative 
for the virus by day six. In contrast, only 50% of those who received 
the placebo tested negative.

IN ADDITION, the study looked at culture viability, meaning how 
infectious the patients were, and found that only 13% of ivermectin 
patients were infectious after six days, compared with 50% of the 
placebo group – almost four times as many.

“Our study shows first and foremost that ivermectin has antiviral 
activity,” Schwartz said. “It also shows that there is almost a 100% 
chance that a person will be noninfectious in four to six days, which 
could lead to shortening isolation time for these people. This could 
have a huge economic and social impact.”

The study appeared on the MedRxiv health-research sharing site. It 
has not yet been peer reviewed.

Schwartz said other similar studies – though not all of them 
conducted to the same double-blind and placebo standards as his – 
also showed a favorable impact of ivermectin treatment.

His study did not prove ivermectin was effective as a prophylactic, 
meaning that it could prevent disease, he cautioned, nor did it show 
that it reduces the chances of hospitalization. However, other studies 
have shown such evidence, he added.

For example, the study published earlier this year in the American 
Journal of Therapeutics highlighted that “a review by the Front 
Line COVID-19 Critical Care Alliance summarized findings from 27 
studies on the effects of ivermectin for the prevention and treatment 
of COVID-19 infection, concluding that ivermectin ‘demonstrates a 
strong signal of therapeutic efficacy’ against COVID-19.”

“Another recent review found that ivermectin reduced deaths by 
75%,” the report said.

But ivermectin is not without controversy, and hence, despite the 
high levels of coronavirus worldwide, neither the FDA nor the World 
Health Organization have been willing to approve it for use in the fight 
against the virus.

Prof. Ya’acov Nahmias, a Hebrew University of Jerusalem researcher, 
has questioned the safety of the drug.

“Ivermectin is a chemical therapeutic agent, and it has significant 
risks associated with it,” he said in a previous interview. “We should 
be very cautious about using this type of medication to treat a viral 
disease that the vast majority of the public is going to recover from 
even without this treatment.”

During Schwartz’s study, there was not any signal of significant side 
effects among ivermectin users.

Only five patients were referred to hospitals, with four of them 
being in the placebo arm. One ivermectin patient went to the hospital 
complaining of shortness of breath on the day of recruitment. He 

continued with the ivermectin 
treatment and was sent back 
to the hotel a day later in good 
condition.

The FDA said on its website 
it “received multiple reports 

of patients who have required 
medical support and been 
hospitalized after self-medicating 
with ivermectin.”

The “FDA has not approved 
ivermectin for use in treating or 
preventing COVID-19 in humans,” 
it said. “Ivermectin tablets are 
approved at very specific doses 
for some parasitic worms, and 
there are topical (on the skin) 
formulations for head lice and 
skin conditions like rosacea. 
Ivermectin is not an antiviral 
(a drug for treating viruses). 
Taking large doses of this drug is 
dangerous and can cause serious 
harm.”

The World Health Organization 
has also recommended against 
using the drug except in clinical 
trials.

In contrast, Schwartz said he 
was very disappointed that the 
WHO did not support any trial 
to determine whether the drug 
could be viable.

Last month, Oxford University 
announced a large trial on 
ivermectin effectiveness.

Schwartz said he became 
interested in exploring 
ivermectin about a year ago, 
“when everyone was looking for a 
new drug” to treat COVID-19, and 
a lot of effort was being put into 
evaluating hydroxychloroquine, 
so he decided to join the effort.

“Since ivermectin was on my 
shelf, since we are using it for 
tropical diseases, and there were 
hints it might work, I decided to 
go for it,” he said.

Researchers in other places 
worldwide began looking into 
the drug at around the same time. 
But when they started to see 
positive results, no one wanted to 
publish them, Schwartz said.

“There is a lot of opposition,” 
he said. “We tried to publish it, 

and it was kicked away by three journals. No one even wanted to hear 
about it. You have to ask how come when the world is suffering.”

“This drug will not bring any big economic profits,” and so Big 
Pharma doesn’t want to deal with it, he said.

SOME OF the loudest opposition to ivermectin has come from 
Merck Co., which manufactured the drug in the 1980s. In a public 

statement about ivermectin on its website in February, it said: 
“Company scientists continue to carefully examine the findings of 
all available and emerging studies of ivermectin for the treatment 
of COVID-19 for evidence of efficacy and safety. It is important to 
note that, to date, our analysis has identified no scientific basis for 
a potential therapeutic effect against COVID-19 from pre-clinical 
studies; no meaningful evidence for clinical activity or clinical 
efficacy in patients with COVID-19 disease, and a concerning lack of 
safety data in the majority of studies.”

But Merck has not launched any studies of its own on ivermectin.
“You would think Merck would be happy to hear that ivermectin 

might be helpful to corona patients and try to study it, but they are 
most loudly declaring the drug should not be used,” Schwartz said. 
“A billion people took it. They gave it to them. It’s a real shame.”

And not moving forward with ivermectin could potentially 
extend the time it takes for the world to be able to live alongside the 
virus, he said.

Ivermectin (photo credit: Reuters)

By Philissa Cramer, JTA
Rabbi Sharon Kleinbaum, who has led New York City’s Congregation 

Beth Simchat Torah since 1992, is one of President Joe Biden’s choices 
to join the US Commission on International Religious Freedom.

Kleinbaum has previously served on the commission, which 
monitors religious freedom abroad, according to the Biden 
administration’s announcement Friday. Biden also announced the 
appointment of Khizr Khan, who rose to prominence as a moral voice 
after his son, a US Army captain, was killed in Iraq.

Kleinbaum is known for her advocacy on behalf of LGBTQ and 
human rights, including in Israel. Her support for the liberal pro-Israel 
lobby J Street induced a right-wing political action committee to run 
an ad last year that called her an “antisemite,” drawing condemnation 
from the Anti-Defamation League and others.

Praise for Kleinbaum poured in after the announcement, including 
from New York City politicians and from her wife, American Federation 
of Teachers President Randi Weingarten.

LGBTQ Rabbi Kleinbaum 
tapped for US religious 

freedom commission

Rabbi Sharon Kleinbaum of Congregation Beth Simchat Torah 
joined others at a 2016 press conference condemning the 
appearance of Smith & Wesson’s CEO at a conference. (photo credit: 
ERIK MCGREGOR/LIGHTROCKET VIA GETTY IMAGES/JTA)
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it precisely because... you do not want anyone to be thrown out of their 
home.”

Any compromise that was struck would be an “empty agreement,” 
said attorney Ilan Shemer, who represents the Nahalat Shimon 
Company, which owns the Sheikh Jarrah property where the families 
live.

“I have been handling this case for years, and they have not abided 
by any decision, so why do you think they would do so now?” he asked.

The families’ previous refusal to pay a minimal amount of rent due 
on the property had led to the decision to evict them, Shemer said.

This case is so old that there is not a judge in Jerusalem who has not 
dealt with it, he said.

Attorney Sami Ersheid, who represents the four Sheikh Jarrah 
families, said his clients feared that by accepting the status of 
“protected tenants,” they would have given up their ownership claims 
to the property.

He was not assuaged by assurances from the judges that the 
designation of protected tenancy and the rental would not prejudice 
any further legal proceedings with respect to property rights.

“The parties did not reach any compromise or conclusions,” Ersheid 
said after the hearing.

“The judges heard our arguments... and we are waiting for a 
decision that might come today or tomorrow or in the coming days,” 
he told dozens of reporters who crowded around him.

A second hearing might be held, Ersheid said. Should the 
compromise move forward, he would have to inform the court who 
would receive the protected tenancy.

The High Court is the last venue of appeal for the families, who have 
received two lower-court rulings that allow for their eviction.

Their case is considered precedent-setting for the additional 24 
families in their neighborhood who are in the midst of similar legal 
battles.

COURT CONT. FROM PG 1

Ebrahim] Raisi, who will take office this week, will be more dangerous 
to the world than it has been so far, more destructive to the region 
than it has been so far, and will strive to become an existential threat 
to Israel,” he said. “We will work to remove any such threat.”

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson on August 2 said: “Iran should 
face up to the consequences of what they’ve done.”

“This was clearly an unacceptable and outrageous attack on 
commercial shipping,” he said. “A UK national died. It is absolutely vital 
that Iran and every other country respects the freedoms of navigation 
around the world, and the UK will continue to insist on that.”

Johnson “is right. Iran must bear the consequences,” Foreign 
Minister Yair Lapid tweeted.

Secretary of State Antony Blinken addressed the attack on Monday 
at the State Department.

“We’ve conducted a thorough review, and we’re confident that Iran 
carried out this attack,” he said.

“It follows a pattern of similar attacks by Iran, including past 
incidents with explosive drones,” Blinken said. “There is no justification 
for this attack on a peaceful vessel on a commercial mission in 
international waters. Iran’s action is a direct threat to freedom of 
navigation and commerce. It took the lives of innocent sailors.

“We’re currently coordinating with our partners and consulting 
with governments in the region, and we joined others around the 
world in sending our deepest condolences to the families of the British 
and Romanian crew members who were killed.”

“Iran continues to act with tremendous irresponsibility, when 
it comes to, in this instance, threats to navigation, to commerce, to 
innocent sailors who are simply engaged in commercial transit in 
international waters. And as I noted, we are in very close contact and 
coordination with the United Kingdom, Israel, Romania and other 
countries,” he said.

Prime Minister Naftali Bennett contrasted the responses of the US 
and the UK to the Iranian attack, which have been in line with Israel’s 
thus far, with the diplomatic situation under former prime minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu.

“Look at what happened this weekend,” he said in the Knesset. 

GANTZ CONT. FROM PG 1

The case has garnered 
international attention, including 
from the United States, the United 
Nations and the European Union. 
Fear of the Palestinians’ eviction 
helped spark the 11-day Gaza 
war in May, with Hamas claiming 
that it had to defend Jerusalem.

A number of diplomats were in 
court to observe the proceedings, 
as were some Israeli politicians, 
including Joint List MK Ofer 
Cassif, who has been very vocal 
in support of the Palestinians.

The diplomatic community, 
the Israeli Left and the 
Palestinians have framed the 
issue as an attempt by the Israeli 
Right to increase the Jewish 
presence in Jerusalem by evicting 
Palestinians who have residency 
rights in the city but who lack 
Israeli citizenship.

At issue is a property battle 
between the Nahalat Shimon 
Company, which owns property 
that once belonged to the 
Sephardi Community Council 
and the Ashkenazi General 
Council prior to the 1948 War of 
Independence.

It has asserted ownership 
based on land documents that 
predate the War of Independence 
and that were legally reactivated 

in 1972 in the aftermath of the Six Day War.
During the War of Independence, Jews fled the Sheikh Jarrah 

neighborhood, also known as Shimon HaTzadik in honor of the Second 
Temple-era high priest who is buried there.

They were replaced by Palestinians who fled from west Jerusalem, 
Haifa and Jaffa.

In the 1950s, the Jordanian government offered 28 families homes 
in that neighborhood if they would relinquish their refugee status.

But the Jordanians never registered the property in their names. 
These families are also prevented by Israeli law from pursuing 
property claims to property they owned within sovereign Israel.

In advance of Monday’s hearing, Ersheid and his co-counsel Husni 
Abu Hussein presented new documents to the court showing that the 
Jordanians had taken initial steps to register the property, but they did 
not complete the process prior to the Six Day War in 1967 when east 
Jerusalem passed from Jordanian to Israeli control.

The panel of three judges – Amit, Noam Sohlberg and Daphne 
Barak-Erez – attempted to bypass the thorny diplomatic and property 
issues and find a compromise that worked within the existing legal 
paradigm, according to which the Nahalat Shimon Company is the 
legally registered property owner, and the Palestinians are protected 
tenants.

Hussein and Ersheid said this paradigm was too narrow and asked 
the court to consider rescinding all past property rulings in the case 
dating back to 1972 so that the property status could be reexamined.

The judges paused the debate for 20 minutes to enable Hussein and 
Ersheid to speak with each other and confer with their clients. They 
asked the attorneys not to leave the courtroom.

Hussein and Ersheid spent the time surrounded by some 20 
members of the four families to explain the situation to them in Arabic, 
being that no translation of the proceedings was provided.

Dozens of supporters and opponents of the families waited in the 
hallway outside, prevented from entering the packed courtroom due 
to lack of space. Others held a small protest outside, holding signs that 
said, “Sheikh Jarrah is Palestine.”

“With an international campaign, 
suddenly the US and Britain 
stand with us. To go and fight 
with them when Iran is running 
forward [with its nuclear 
program] is irresponsibility at a 
national level. That is the legacy 
[Netanyahu is] leaving, and we 
will fix it.”

UK Middle East Minister 
James Cleverly summoned Iran’s 
ambassador in London, Mohsen 
Baharvand, over the attack on 
the Mercer Street and “reiterated 
that Iran must immediately cease 
actions that risk international 
peace and security, and 
reinforced that vessels must 
be allowed to navigate freely in 
accordance with international 
law,” the Foreign Office stated.

Romania summoned Iran’s 
ambassador, as well.

In response, Iran summoned 
the British and Romanian 
ambassadors.

Earlier, Romanian Foreign 
Minister Bogdan Aurescu joined 
the US and UK in saying that 
Bucharest would work with 
international partners on a 
response to the Iranian attack.

“Based on [the] available info, 
Romania strongly condemns 
[the] Iranian drone attack against 
Mercer Street, during which a 

[Romanian] citizen was killed,” he tweeted. “There is no justification 
whatsoever for deliberately attacking civilians.”

A team from the UK is expected to arrive in the Gulf in the coming 
days to investigate the attack, UK Deputy Ambassador to Israel Mark 
Power told KAN News.

The Mercer Street is a Liberian-flagged and Japanese-owned ship, 
but it is managed by Israeli company Zodiac Maritime.

“The Israeli army has drawn up a list of Iranian targets to respond 
to the attack on a tanker off the coast of Oman,” Kuwaiti newspaper Al-
Jarida reported. The article was headlined with claims the US and UK 
have “green-lighted” an Israeli response to the attack.

The paper, which in the past has also claimed to have sources 
revealing Iranian attacks and Israeli responses, said there were 
accelerated contacts between Israel and the US. The attack on the ship 
off Oman’s coast would not go unnoticed, and Israel will “deal a painful 
blow” in response, the report said.

Seth Frantzman and Omri Nahmias contributed to this report.

Defense Minister Benny Gantz at the Knesset, August 2, 2021. 
(photo credit: MARC ISRAEL SELLEM)
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Memorial

By Ron Kampeas, JTA
Carl Levin, the Jewish Michigander who spent 36 years 

as a fierce inquisitor in the Senate, has died at 87.
The Levin Center at Wayne State University Law 

School announced Levin’s passing on July 29. It did not 
give a date or cause of death, but Levin was diagnosed 
with lung cancer four years ago. The center, named for 
Levin, focuses on the passion of his career: government 
oversight.

Levin, first elected to the Senate in 1978, became 
his state’s longest-serving senator. From 2001 until his 
retirement in 2015, Levin served as the chairman or the 
ranking member of the Senate Armed Services Committee. 
He was always a little disheveled and spoke softly, and his 

staffers described him as a rarity — a kind and accommodating boss 
in the world’s most 
intense pressure 
chamber.

“Carl Levin was 
a giant of a Senator 
and a giant of a 
human being with 
a big heart and a 
kind soul. He made 
his mark and will 
go down in history 
as one of the best,” 
former California 
Senator Barbara 
Boxer told the 
Jewish Telegraphic 
Agency.

President Joe 
Biden, who served 
with Levin in the 

Senate for decades, evoked Levin’s signature avuncularity in his 
remembrance. “With his head tilted down, his eyes peering over 
his glasses – Carl always looked people straight into their own eyes, 
listened with an open mind, and responded the way he saw it with 
respect,” Biden said.

Levin could be fierce in eliciting testimony in the Senate as 
chairman of the subcommittee on investigations. Hauling Goldman 
Sachs executives before his committee in 2010, amidst the carnage of 
the 2008 financial collapse, he said, quoting an internal email: “You 
knew it was a ‘shitty deal’ and you didn’t tell your clients. Does that 
bother you at all?” He repeated “shitty deal” a half dozen times in two 
minutes, and his subjects squirmed on camera.

Sen. Ron Wyden, D-Ore., who like Levin is Jewish and has a 
reputation as a relentless inquisitor — in Wyden’s case, the target is 
the intelligence community — paid tribute to his colleague’s probity. 
““Every single day for years and years, Carl Levin gave public service 
a good name,” Wyden told JTA. “Whether it was holding powerful 
special interests accountable, focusing on economic policies that gave 
everybody in America the chance to get ahead, or building principled 
bipartisan alliances across the aisle, he represented what doing the 
people’s business is all about.”

Carl Levin, longtime Jewish senator from Michigan, dies at 87
Levin’s liberal economic 

outlook was shaped as he 
watched the diminishment of 
his once muscular and beloved 
city, Detroit. He fought hard for 
car manufacturers in Congress, 
knowing the lifeblood that they 
were for his state’s working class. 
He worked as a taxi driver while 
in college — he said he knew 
Detroit’s every block — and on 
an assembly line at Chrysler.

Levin was a dove who spoke 
out early against the George W. 
Bush administration’s plans to 
invade Iraq, but as chairman 
of the committee that shaped 
military policy, he was also a 
defender of protections for the 
armed forces, sometimes to what 
fellow Democrats was a fault. 
He successfully prevented bids 
to take investigations of sexual 
misconduct out of the hands of 
the line of command.

Joe Lieberman, who served for 
years in the Senate as a Democrat 
and then an Independent, said 
Levin’s work ethic endeared him 
to both sides of the aisle.” “He 
was absolutely trusted by all of 
us who were privileged to serve 
with him,” Lieberman, who is 
Jewish, told JTA.  “We trusted his 
ethics, we trusted his judgment, 
and we trusted his advice because 
we knew he had ‘read the bill’ 
and thought about it before he 
spoke. And we liked him too. 
That made him a very effective 
senator. It also meant he had 
as many friends and legislative 
partners among Republicans as 
among Democrats, particularly 
on the Senate Armed Services 
Committee where I served with 
Carl for two decades.”

Levin told interviewers 
he grew up in a middle-class 
household in Detroit and that 
his parents, Saul, and Bess Levin, 
were Zionists. Bess was active in 
Hadassah.

His brother “Sandy and I and 
our sister Hannah used to call 
ourselves Hadassah Orphans 
because when we got home 
in the afternoon, my mother 
was never there,” he said in 
an oral history for the Detroit 
Jewish Federation. “She was 
volunteering for Hadassah.”

Lieberman said Levin would 
convene the Jewish senators to 
partake of pre-Rosh Hashanah 
goodies. “He also brought us 
together every year before Rosh 
Hashonah in his hideaway for 
apples, honey, and a good cup of 

sweet kosher wine,” he said.
Levin was a go-to senator for lobbyists from the American Israel 

Public Affairs Committee and was attentive to their requests for 
defense assistance to Israel. However, he parted ways with AIPAC 
when the lobby, heeding the Israeli government at the time, opposed 
the emerging Iran nuclear deal in 2015.

Even after his retirement in 2015, as the deal neared completion, 
Levin remained influential, urging his former colleagues to back the 
deal.

He was devoted to the entire state, traveling to its farthest corners to 
meet constituents. A staffer recalled to the Jewish Telegraphic Agency 
that he convened the staff after a woman in an airport complained to 
him that she had not heard back from his office after writing. The talk, 
the staffer said, was “serious,” but not a rebuke and not unkind.

Levin’s older brother Sander Levin was elected to the U.S. House 
of Representatives in 1982, and from 2010-2012 — when Sander was 
the chairman of the tax-writing Ways and Means Committee, and Carl 
chaired the Senate Armed Services Committee — they were the most 
powerful brothers in Washington.

They were throughout their lives the closest of friends. Sander, who 
retired in 2019 — replaced by his son and Carl’s nephew, Andy Levin 
— described his sadness in 2014 anticipating Carl’s retirement.

“We’ve been the longest-serving siblings in the history of Congress,” 
Sander Levin told the Detroit Free Press. “We were raised together and 
have always been very close … we roomed together at law school … 
whenever there were issues of common interests, we talked quite a 
lot. And we sat together for 32 State of the Union Addresses. So it will 
be very different not sitting together this year.”

Former U.S. Sen. Carl Levin speaks at the 
headquarters of the World Bank in Washington, 
D.C., May 23, 2015. (Lawler Duggan/For The 
Washington Post via Getty Images)

By Ron Kampeas, JTA
The $1 trillion infrastructure 

funding bill that is seen as a rare 
bipartisan breakthrough includes 
funding for energy efficiency 
measures at religious institutions, 
a measure long sought by 
Orthodox Jewish groups.

The Nonprofit Energy 
Efficiency Act wrapped into the 
bill that Sen. Chuck Schumer, 
D-N.Y., announced on August 1 
would include $50 million for 
grants of up to $200,000 each 
to improve infrastructure at 
religious institutions and other 
nonprofits, as well as pay for items 
like renewable energy generators 
and heaters, according to a release 
by the Orthodox Union, which for 
years has led lobbying for such a 
measure.

The language in the bill is based on the nonprofit security 
grant program launched in the mid-2000s at the behest of Jewish 
organizations seeking increased security following the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks in 2001. Congress now allocates $180 million in nonprofit 
security grants and several states have launched their own such 
funding.

“Our nation’s synagogues, churches, day schools, and many other 
nonprofits have badly needed to update their energy infrastructure 
but haven’t had the funds to do so,” Nathan Diament, the Orthodox 
Union’s Washington director, said in the release.

The infrastructure bill, the subject of months of negotiations, could 
still be amended on its way to passage by the Senate and the U.S. House 
of Representatives.

Infrastructure bill includes 
funding for energy efficiency  

at religious institutions

Sen. Chuck Schumer speaks at a 
news conference at the Capitol 
in Washington, Jan. 6, 2021. 
(Saul Loeb AFP via Getty Images)
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In light of the upcoming school year, which will hopefully be a 
relatively “normal” one, I decided to write about a most unusual 
teacher, who happens to be a cousin of mine. Evan Leibowitz (40) is an 
Orthodox Jewish man who teaches at P.S. 140, an elementary school in 
the South Bronx. What makes this all the more astonishing is that Evan, 
like other Jews from Orthodox backgrounds (myself included), did not 
personally know many non-Jewish people 
while he was growing up; and because he 
attended Yeshiva University, his first real 
encounters with non-Jews only occurred in 
graduate school. And yet Evan has dedicated 
his professional life to educating the children 
of the South Bronx.   

It all began for Evan with a realization 
that he would like to work with children, and 
this led him to teaching. At first he resisted 
the idea of teaching elementary school 
because of stereotypes suggesting “that 
it’s not manly” to do so. However, it turned 
out that because there are a dearth of male 
teachers in primary school, Evan was highly 
marketable, and he was hired precisely 
because his principal wanted a male teacher 
as a role model for the children.   

Not that Evan’s entry fifteen years ago 
into the New York City public school system 
was always smooth sailing; he says: “I had 
tough conversations with colleagues when 
I first started out; it took me time to adjust and to understand the 
lives of the students and where their families are coming from.” For 
example, at first Evan couldn’t understand why his students did not do 
their homework.  But his colleagues told him: “You have absolutely no 
idea about what is going on in their lives.”  Evan grew to understand 

that they were right: “Until you 
put yourself in that situation you 
cannot really judge anything. 
Empathy is really important in 
this job. ” Over the years, Evan 
says, “I have come to learn about 

the lives of the families more,” 
and since his start in teaching 
Evan himself has become a father 
of four children. Now, he says, “I 
understand more if a child does 

not do their homework -- there’s so much 
stuff going on.”     

Being a father also encouraged Evan, 
about 10 years ago, to start wearing a kippa 
to work. His oldest child was entering Jewish 
day-school and was wondering why Evan 
took off his kippa. Evan has not heard a 
single negative comment about his kippa in 
the decade that he has worn it to work, and 
he feels that it’s important for his students to 
know about other religions. During the spate of antisemitic attacks in 
the New York area a few months ago, Evan recalls, “as I walked to my 
car in the South Bronx after finishing my day at school I thought about 
taking off my kippa -- but it was a fleeting moment.”

Evan teaches public school as opposed to Jewish parochial school 
primarily for financial reasons. However, Evan does not have the 
luxury of enjoying what teachers are often envied for a summer-long 
vacation.  He says that unlike most of his colleagues, he has to work 
during the summers (at Jewish day-camps) because of the high cost of 
Jewish life. This, even though his wife is a pediatrician.

Asked about teaching school in a particularly challenging 
neighborhood, Evan says: “You realize quickly that all children are the 
same. Even though they are exposed to a lot of things, in real life they 
are kids and at heart they want to learn and grasp knowledge.” 

Evan enjoys being “a role model for future generations.” He says: 
“I get excited when kids that I have taught come back to say hello; it 
gives me a lot of satisfaction.” The passion that first led him to want to 
work with children is still there: “I like the idea of helping children, of 
molding them, of helping them make choices. You always want to be 
that teacher where they talk about you at graduation.” I have a feeling 
that there is much talk of “Mr. Leibowitz” come graduation day at P.S. 
140.

The Leibowitz family - l-r: spouse Jill, son Eytan, daughters 
Orly, Talia, Ariella, and Evan.
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Zionists opened a Key West branch to raise funds for an eventual 
Jewish homeland in Palestine.

Congregation B’nai Zion, a nonaffiliated synagogue with about 
100 members, is the oldest synagogue in South Florida. Established 
in 1887, it occupies an entire city block along United Street, not far 
from its original location at the Sidney M. Aronovitz U.S. Courthouse, 
named after a prominent Jewish lawyer and third-generation Key 
West resident.

“A lot of Jews come to Key West to disappear from the radar,” said 
the synagogue’s Israeli-born rabbi, Shimon Dudai, 76. “Most of the 
time they become family.”

There can be a disconnect between the Israelis and local Jews, 
Dudai said.

“Local Jews don’t mix much with the Israelis,” he said. “When 
I first came here, I went to every store and met all the Israelis. I 
knew they were not the kind of people who would come to a place 
considered Reform. That’s the reason we’re not affiliated, although my 
congregation welcomes all streams of Judaism.”

Meir Mergi, 42, is originally from the Haifa suburb of Kiryat Ata. 
He’s lived here for 20 years, selling T-shirts, other clothing and local 
souvenirs at his Duval Street shop.

“I never planned to stay in America. It was supposed to be a three-
month vacation,” Mergi said. “Key West is the best place to be if you 
want a quiet life. I’m very happy here.”

From April to June of 2020, as coronavirus infections spiked across 
South Florida, Key West and the other islands were closed off to 
nonresidents. Police blocked the Overseas Highway at the boundary 
with Miami-Dade County.

“If you didn’t show an ID that you lived in the Keys, you couldn’t 
get in,” said Zucker, who is also a chaplain with the Monroe County 
Sheriff ’s Department. “To get back into town, I had to write our Israeli 
guests a letter that they were coming to see me.”

These days, Kaufman is optimistic about the future. Crime is low 

and Key West is packed with 
visitors.

“There’s pent-up demand for 
tourism, it’s a safe place and it’s 
drivable,” Kaufman said. “During 
spring break, hotel rooms were 
going for $1,200 a night, so we’re 
not really suffering.”

In fact, some Jewish retirees 
moved to the Florida Keys during 
the pandemic to escape public 
health restrictions up north.

“I must have gotten at least 30 
phone calls from people wanting 
to move to the Keys from New 
York and Chicago,” said Zucker, 
who hosted over 100 people at 
Chabad’s Passover seder this 
year. “After coronavirus, they 
want to be off the grid. They don’t 
want to be in big cities. People 
saw what happened, and nobody 
has insurance that some new 
variant won’t happen again.”

The Keys Jewish Community 
Center, located at Mile Marker 
93 along the Overseas Highway, 
is the only synagogue between 
Key West and Homestead on the 
Florida mainland.

The congregation’s president, 
Joyce Peckman, who settled here 
in 2003 from New York, said that 

about half of the 170 member families have second homes elsewhere, 
with some of them spending only a few weeks a year in the Keys. The 
JCC once had a Hebrew school with 10 children, but they all grew up 
and moved away. More than half intermarried, she said.

“If I had young children, I would not move here,” Peckman said. 
“The vibe here in the Upper Keys is very laid back. People came here 
for diving, fishing, relaxing and getting away from it all. But there are 
very few Jews, and if you have kids, you want them to be someplace 
where there are other Jewish kids.”

Gili Sanouf, a 17-year-old senior at Key West High School, agrees. 
An Orthodox Jew, Sanouf had his bar mitzvah celebration at the local 
Chabad. He spends his after school hours selling T-shirts, fridge 
magnets, Mile Zero bottle openers, bathing suits and Christmas 
ornaments at Happy Rooster, the souvenir shop owned by his parents, 
who came here 20 years ago.

“There are really no Jewish kids my age here. There’s only bars and 
drugs; it’s very limiting,” the teenager said. “After graduating, I want to 
go to Israel, join the army and focus on cybersecurity.”

Sanouf brightens whenever the occasional Israeli tourist walks into 
his shop and he gets the chance to practice Hebrew. And nearly every 
day, non-Jewish tourists inquire about his kippah.

“They ask me, ‘What’s that thing on your head?’” he said. “I explain 
to them that there’s something above me, and that I’m not the only 
thing that matters.”
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