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Please update your address
When you forget to let us know you will be moving 

either permanently to another locale or heading to Florida 
to stay warm over the winter months, the USPS charges the 
Jewish Leader 67 cents for each paper returned to us labeled 
Temporarily Away or Unable to Forward.

To keep our database current please contact Mimi or Jenn 
at 860-442-8062 or at office@jfec.com and let us know when 
you are leaving, if and when you are returning, and whether you 
would like to receive the paper while you are away or at your 
new address.

Thank you for your thoughtfulness.ANTI CONT. ON PG 12

By Carin  Savel,  
JFEC Executive Director

When my son, Oliver was in grade 
school, he was taunted by cruel 
teenagers who flung antisemitic slurs 
at him, waiting for a response.

Frankly he didn’t know how to 
respond to them, but he asked me 
a question that changed the way I 
parented.

He said, ‘Mom, if people hate us 
because we are Jews, why don’t we 
just pretend not to be.”

Oh no. It shook me to my core.
I told him we cannot pretend to be 

other than who we are, but we can be better prepared for the next time 
someone says something awful....

I have always believed there are three ways to handle these assaults:
• You get get angry and fight back
• You can walk away
• You can educate them
What impact does antisemitism have on others? What do people 

gain from scapegoating? What is the effect of hateful images and 
speech?

The history of the Holocaust shows that targeting an entire 
group has far-reaching consequences. It can lead to an increase in 
xenophobia, racism, and extremism throughout society.

“Someone who hates one group will end up hating everyone—and, 
ultimately, hating himself or herself,” said Elie Wiesel, who was the 
founder of the Holocaust Museum.

Why is it still important to remember? Because it’s still here.
Recently, Texas passed legislation that might allow educators to 

teach ‘opposing views’ of the Holocaust and other historic events. 

Why we remember. . .find out Nov. 7
Police removed a man from 
a school board meeting in 
Birmingham, Michigan, for using 
a Nazi salute and shouting “Heil 
Hitler” to protest a student mask 
mandate. Connecticut Governor 
Lamont was called ‘Hitler’ for 
his handling of mask and vaccine 
mandate propositions. The list 
goes on and on.

On Sunday, Nov. 7, 2021, at 
7:00 PM, the Jewish Federation 
is presenting a rare program 
on Kristallnacht this year -- an 
examination of what’s going 
on in Texas education, and 
why it answers the question: 
Why is it still important to 
remember? See ad on page 
13 for details about Jonathan 
Feinstein, State Director for 
Texas for the  Education Trust   
who will speak on why we 
recognize Kristallnacht in 2021. 

He will discuss Texas 
HB 3979 and all its  
implications of presenting the  
‘opposing views’ of the Holocaust 
(and other historic events) 
to  students. It’s gotten a lot of  
national press and Jonathan has 
been an excellent speaker on why 
the bill was created and why it’s 
bad.

Jonathan Feinstein

The first week of November is almost over 
and the Jewish Federation’s Annual Campaign 
has less than 60 days before it wraps up at the 
end of December. It seems to be a long time but 

all of a sudden November will be over in a blink of an eye. Please don’t 
forget the Federation and all its programs that benefit the community 
as you make your final decision on organizations that will benefit from 
your year-end gifts. 

Your gift to Federation will allow it to continue 
• the important work of supporting those in crisis, 
• combating Holocaust denial and racial divides through its 

Encountering Programs, 
• feeding a growing community, 
• educating and engaging Jewish families, 
• cultivating Jewish identity through PJ Library, 
• providing youth programming for our future leaders, 
• and providing for the return of our Young Emissaries in 2022. 
Whether you are a repeat giver or a first-time giver, know that 

your gifts either by check or credit card are critical in continuing the 
important work of the Federation.

Make your checks payable to JFEC and remit to 28 Channing St., 
New London, 06320 or go to JFEC.com to make your donation.

For those who have not sent in their contribution, please give 
generously. We need more because we are helping more.

If you’re unable to give what you’d like, then please give what you 
can – every pledge helps support the people and communities that so 
deeply need it.

Say “Yes” by sending in your 2021-22 Annual Campaign donation 
before the end of December. Make a difference. Build Community.

Say YES! Make  
a difference.

By Philissa Cramer, JTA
Fear of antisemitism spurred 

40% of American Jews to change 
their behavior over the past year, 
according to a new survey about 
antisemitism in America.

The survey, released October 
25, is the latest in an annual series 
commissioned by the American 
Jewish Committee to understand 
how Jewish Americans and the 
general public experience and 
perceive antisemitism.

A survey of American Jews 
found that over the last year, 
17% said they “avoided certain 
places, events, or situations,” 
22% avoided making themselves 
visually identifiable as a Jew 
and 25% refrained from posting 

Antisemitism fears prompt American 
Jews to change their behavior

Jewish rally-goers listen to Joseph Borgen, who was the target of an 
antisemitic attack, during an event denouncing antisemitism on 
May 27, 2021 in Cedarhurst, New York (Michael M. Santiago/Getty 
Images)

By Shira Hanau, JTA
Rabbis in the United States and in Israel called on the leaders of 

their countries to take the issue of climate change seriously ahead of a 
gathering of world leaders to address the issue.

President Joe Biden and Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennet 
attended the 2021 United Nations Climate Change Conference, which 
began in Glasgow, Scotland Sunday, Oct. 31.

A group of major Israeli Orthodox rabbis, largely from the Modern 
Orthodox community, wrote a letter calling on Bennet to treat climate 

Rabbis to leaders: take 
climate change seriously

RABBIS CONT. ON PG 12
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Candle Lighting for Eastern CT area

Energy Saving  
Windows & Doors! 

Order Factory Direct! 

Vinyl Replacement &  
New Construction Windows 

          Storm Windows & Commercial Aluminum 

Professional Installation Available 

Railings & Fences of Many Styles 

860.848.9258 • www.alltimemfg.com 

Since 1946 

44726

 Diamonds  ❖  Watches  ❖  Crystal
 Fine Contemporary & Antique Jewelry

 Custom Jewelry Design  ❖  Expert Jewelry & Watch Repair
 Estate Jewelry Bought & Sold

 262 Boston Post Road • Utopia Centre 
 Waterford, CT • (860) 442-4391

 Monday - Thursday 10:00-6:00  ❖  Friday 10:00-7:00  ❖  Saturday 10:00-4:00

 Since 1919 Southeastern Connecticut’s Oldest and Most Respected Jewelers

By Rabbi Yosef Resnick
This week the Torah portion that we will be reading and studying 

is parshas Toldos, about Yitzchak/Isaac and Rivka/Rebecca, and how 
they endure twenty childless years, until their prayers are answered 
and Rivka conceives. She experiences a difficult pregnancy as the 
“children struggle inside her.” G-d tells her that “there are two nations 
in your womb,” and that the younger will prevail over the elder. Esau 
emerges first; Jacob is born clutching Esau’s heel. 

Esau grows up to be “a cunning hunter, a man of the field;” Jacob 
is “a wholesome man,” a dweller in the tents of learning. Isaac favors 
Esau; Rebecca loves Jacob. Returning exhausted and hungry from the 
hunt one day, Esau sells his firstborn birthright to Jacob for a pot of 
red lentil stew.

The red lentil stew was made to break the force of Esau, who was 
red. Esau drew his force from the “Left side,” that is the aspect of red. 
If the stew was not red, he wouldn’t accept it. By accepting the red 
stew from Jacob, he despised his birthright, and surrendered under 
Jacob.

Rabbi Soloveitchik explains that Yitzchak is shrouded in mystery 
in the Torah; we learn much less about him then we do of his father 
and son, Abraham and Jacob. He explains that his father, Abraham, 
epitomized chesed, kindness, whereas his son Yaakov epitomized 
tiferet, beauty and and grandeur. Yitzchak epitomized gevurah, which 

And the Zohar comments:  

ַיו ָה א צֵּ אִ  ֹוה א ה ַד ַצֹו ו ֻּ יֵּ ֹוּל כּל ַה אָאֵׂ דתֶא דהאד אָאְ אד ֵּעֵּא ְַֹׁוא ַד  ו
 

“And the first came out red. He was like a hairy garment all over;  
so they called his name Esau.” 

A Word of Torah – Toldos

is restraint, strength, discipline 
and holding back. Gevurah 
connotes a retreat into one’s 
own world; it is a quality that 
is private. It ultimately is a holy 
joining together with G-d. This is 
one reason that he didn’t marry 
until he was forty; until then, he 
was dedicated to G-d, focused 
on that personal and intimate 
relationship. Marriage, the Rav 
explains, is an act of chesed, 
kindness and giving, with and to 
another person. It took Yitzchak 
that long to be prepared to do 
that, to integrate the qualities of 
his father, and later his son.

May we all be able to bring out 
the best characteristics that our 
forefathers and foremothers have 
passed down to us, our spiritual 
DNA, in a sense, and to manifest 
both kindness and discipline and 
restraint, all at the proper times.

Sources: Chabad.org, Zohar.
com, “Darash Darosh Yosef” (OU 
press)

Please contact me with any 
questions, or to get involved 
Jewishly and locally. I warmly 
encourage unaffiliated local 
Jewish people to be in touch. 
CBOJ would appreciate your 
help and involvement!

Rabbi Resnick is the spiritual 
leader of Congregation 
Brothers of Joseph, 2 Broad 
St., Norwich, CT and can be 
reached at 781-201-0377.

WHEN

Sunday November 21

WHERE

Jillson Square, 
Willimantic or 

Join us for WAIM’s  
Walk for Warmth

WHY

To Benefit WAIM’S
Energy Assistance Fund

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service  

1:30 p.m. Jillson Square, Willimantic

@WAIMwalk

@WAIMwalk

waimwalk

REGISTRATION 

www.waimct.org /events/walk-for-warmth/
On-site registration opens at 1:00, but we strongly 
encourage registering on-line.

a two-mile route
of your choice 
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“We need to keep our faith.” 
Since joining Congregation Beth El last summer, I’ve met 
some amazing people and have seen greater 
participation as time goes on. During this time of COVID 
our congregation is more active than ever mostly through 
the safety of online and offers a wide variety of 
options for everyone.  – Rabbi Earl Kideckel

SERVICES
• Daily Minyan
• Shabbat Services
• Holidays
COMMUNITY PROGRAMS
• Educational Presentations
• Talks by local speakers
• Lunch & Learn with the Rabbi
SOCIAL EVENTS
• Distanced Gatherings
• Musical Events
• Curbside Meal Offerings
• Schmooze Before & After Zoom Events

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME! 
860.442.0418 • bethel-nl.org

5 inches wide X 4 inches deep

By Iris Freeman
I have begun taking orders for your 2022 NMJL Mahjongg Cards. 

The price is the same as last year: $9 for Standard and $10 for Large 
Size.

Please send checks to Temple Emanu-El, P.O. Box 288, Waterford, 
CT 06385, made out to Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood. 

If you have ordered from me in the past, and your address and email 
are the same, then all I need is your check and #/size of cards desired.

The NMJL donates back a portion of the card price to us as a 
fundraiser, although the cost to you is exactly the same. Thanks to all 
of you and especially to those who collected extra orders from their 
friends, groups, and relatives, for helping to sustain this fundraising 
activity. The cards can be mailed directly to the recipient so feel free to 
include orders for players from other parts of the country.

Cards will be mailed from the NMJL in late March to begin use April 
1, 2022. If you are a snowbird, please indicate to which address you 
want your card mailed. 

If you collect for a group of people, you can either provide their 
individual addresses, have all the cards go to you, or a combination. 
If you provide their individual addresses, then they will receive the 
annual NMJL newsletter with their card. 

I must submit my orders to the NMJL in January, and once my 
deadline passes, I cannot order more cards as part of this Sisterhood 
fundraiser. 

If you have any questions, please contact Iris Freeman at ifree-
gang@aol.com or 860-460-3081.

2022 Mah Jongg  
Cards Orders

Fall is here ! See what’s going on with Lunch and Kibbitz
It is starting to get colder and the trees are changing colors . Come 

join us for a home cooked meal and the best part - it is cooked by DONA 
Casey!!!! For this season we are going to have our senior hot lunch at in 
the Meeting Room of the Waterford Public Library. Enjoy a monthly 
movie day while seeing old friends and making some new ones. 

TVCCA is once again providing the food for all the lunches. A 
donation of $3 is suggested. You may pay at the door using cash or 
make your check payable to JFEC. 

Lunch and Kibbitz
The deadline to reserve your meal will be the Thursday before the 

luncheon by 12:00 noon. 
All events will take place in the MEETING ROOM at the Waterford 

Public Library, 49 Rope Ferry Rd, Waterford, CT 06385 beginning at 
12:00 pm on MONDAYS (note start time).

November 8: We will be serving Roasted 
Chicken with Sweet Potato Fries and Green 
Beans. 

After lunch we will be having popcorn and 
candy for the movie  “The Road to Hollywood” 
featuring Bing Crosby. Film director Bud 
Pollard appears on screen to tell us of Bing 
Crosby’s rise to fame, using scenes from 
four early Crosby shorts to illustrate his 

November Senior Connections

fictional biography.
November 15: Lunch will be 

Tuna Grinders with lettuce and 
tomato. On the side will be Sweet 
Potato Fries and a Cucumber and 
Tomato Salad.  

After lunch activity will 
be UNO. It is the classic card 

November 2021 Senior Connections Activities 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1. 
 

2. 3. 4. 
12 noon 
deadline to 
sign up for 
Nov. 8 lunch 

5. 6.  

7. 8. 
Roasted Chicken 
Followed by Movie  
 

9. 10. 11. 
12 noon 
deadline to 
sign up for 
Nov. 15 lunch 

12. 13. 

14.  15.  
Tuna Grinders  
followed by UNO  

16. 
 

17. 18. 
12 noon 
deadline to 
sign up for 
Nov. 22 lunch 

19. 20. 

21. 22. 
Herb Roasted 
Salmon followed 
by Mah Jongg  

23. 24. 
Deadline to 
reserve spot for 
Café NV 12:00 

25. 
Thanksgiving  

26. 27. 

28. 
First night of 
Hanukkah 

29. 
Trip to Café NV  30.  Reservations 

required.  
Please call 
Carly @ (860) 
444-6333 

All Kosher Hot 
Lunches (KHL) 
begin @ 12:00. 

Suggested 
donation is 
$3.00 

JFEC office is closed 

game that’s easy to pick up and 
impossible to put down! Players take 
turns matching a card in their hand 
with the current card shown on top 
of the deck either by color or number. 
Special action cards deliver game-
changing moments as they help you 
defeat your opponents.

November 22: Lunch will be Herb Roasted Salmon with a side of 
Rice Pilaf and Mixed Vegetables. 

After lunch we will be playing Mah Jongg. It is a game of Chinese 
origin usually played by four persons with 144 tiles that are drawn 
and discarded until one player secures a winning hand.

mailto:ifreegang@aol.com
mailto:ifreegang@aol.com
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MITCHELL COLLEGE HILLEL 
PRESENTS 

CAFÉ ISRAEL WITH ROY SULIMANI 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7, 2021

1:30 PM EST
ZOOM: HTTPS://US02WEB.ZOOM.US/J/81129096692

MEETING ID: 811 2909 6692

Roy Sulimani, Young Emissary 2018-19, will 
join Café Israel to discuss Israeli pop 
culture and his work at Israel’s Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. 

16 

Temple Bnai Israel 

HANUKKAH GELT RAFFLE 

DRAWING ON DECEMBER 5, 2021 

Ticket Price: $25/each 

FIRST PRIZE - $1000 VISA Gift Card 

SECOND PRIZE - A Two-Night Weekend in Gloucester, MA 
                            Vacation Home 

THIRD PRIZE - $500 APPLE GIFT CARD 

FOURTH PRIZE - $500 VISA GIFT CARD 

FIFTH PRIZE - Two $100 Gift Certificates to the Willimantic Co-Op 

Only 500 Tickets Will Be Sold 
BUY YOUR TICKETS  

BEFORE THEY ARE SOLD OUT 
PLEASE HELP SELLING.  ALL FUNDS RECEIVED BENEFIT 

THE TEMPLE (PRIZES WERE DONATED) 

Please contact Fran Jaffe at 860-228-2390 or 
franjaffe@earthlink.net for more information or  

to purchase tickets. 

(NOTE: IF YOU ARE SELLING OR BUYING TICKETS, MAKE 
SURE TICKET STUB IS FILLED IN!) 

Our JFEC sponsored Yachad BBYO teens spent the early evening 
on Thursday, Oct. 28 participating in a ‘Trunk or Treat’ event at the 
parking lot of the All Souls Unitarian Church being one group of many 
to provide decorations, candy and a Halloween spirited gathering for 
the children and families of Safe Futures.  The children were of all ages, 
the costumes were fabulous and everyone, including our teens, had a 
wonderful time! Safe Futures has been our chapter’s StandUp Cause 
in the past and through that relationship, our teens continue to work 
with them doing community service projects, donating items, and 
helping out in any way they can. This year, our teens StandUp Cause is 
the Homeless Hospitality Center of New London.

Safe Futures ‘Trunk or Treat’ 
event Thursday, Oct 28

Chanukah menorahs and dreidels a-spinning
Happy smiles along shouts of I’m winning
Latkes and gelt and the songs that we sing..
These are a few of my favorite things!

It’s the most wonderful time of the year (after the kids go back 
to school!) with Chanukah just around the corner; in fact, the first 

night is the Sunday 
night right AFTER 
Thanksgiving (another 
Thanksgivukkah? )

The Congregation 
Beth El Gift Shop wants 
to make it extra special 
for you by having a 20% 
off everything sale...on 
ONE DAY only! Join us on 
Sunday, November 14 

Happy joyous Chanukah Sun., Nov. 14
from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm at the 
CBE office, located at 27 Shaw 
St. in New London. Menorahs, 
candles, gelt, dreidels, kiddush 
cups, Shabbat candle holders 
and almost anything you could 
want, all at 20% off. Get all your 
shopping done under one roof 
while supporting our community.

Remember, there is NO 
CHANUKAH without gifts, and 
there is NO GIFTS without the 
Gift Shop. For more information, 
contact the Beth El Office at 860-
442-0418, or office@bethel-nl.
org.

By Rabbi Julius Rabinowitz
The Scholar-in-Residence 

series being presented by the 
rabbis of some of the local 
synagogues continues Sunday 
November 14, 7:00 PM on 
the ZOOM platform, with Dr. 
Simcha Raphael’s resumption of 
his series of presentations and 
discussions on Jewish Views 
of the Afterlife. In this session 
Dr. Raphael will be Jewish 
Sacred Burial: Machpelah to 
Joseph’s Bones, Medieval Hevra 
Kaddisha to Contemporary 
America. In this session, he 
will explore the importance of 
Jewish sacred burial, and the 
connections between burial of 
our Biblical ancestors at the Cave 
of the Patriarchs and Matriarchs 
at Machpelah, burial of Joseph’s 
Bones in the land of Canaan, 
medieval traditions of Hevra 
Kaddisha, and contemporary 
Jewish burial practices in our 
community. 

Continuation of Jewish Afterlife Scholar-in-
Residence Series -- Sunday, Nov. 14 at 7 pm

About Reb Simcha
Dr. Raphael, or Reb Simcha as he 

likes to be called, was ordained as 
a Rabbinic Pastor by Rabbi Zalman 
Schachter-Shalomi, and he received 
a doctorate in Psychology from the 
California Institute of Integral Studies. 
He has written extensively on the 
topics of death, bereavement, and the 
afterlife, including his groundbreaking 
volume, Jewish Views of the Afterlife, 
first published in 1994, and recently 
issued in its third edition this past year. 

Reb Simcha is the Founding Director of the DA’AT Institute for Death 
Awareness, Advocacy and Training. He has served as Adjunct Professor 
in Religion at LaSalle University, and Temple University, and is on the 
Faculty of the Art of Dying Institute of the New York Open Center. 

The evening’s presentation will last about an hour and a half and 
Reb Simcha warmly invites you to participate in the conversation.

Series Funding -- thank you!
Funding for this series has been generously provided by the Church 

and Allen/Labenski Funeral Homes, Norwich; Manchester Funeral 
Home, Manchester; and Thomas L. Neilan & Sons Funeral Homes, New 
London and Niantic.

Presented by liberal synagogues
Members of the five local synagogues presenting this set of 

programs: Congregation Ahavath Achim, Congregation Beth El, Beth 
Jacob Synagogue, Temple Bnai Israel, and Temple Emanu-El, will be 
receiving the link information from their respective rabbis. If you are 
not a member of those synagogues and would like to receive a link to 
this evening’s event, please contact Rabbi Julius Rabinowitz of Beth 
Jacob Synagogue (ravjulius@gmail.com) and he will provide the link 
for you.

Come here one of the leading experts on how we view end of life 
issues and afterlife rewards. Discussion to be included within the 
presentation! 

www.office@bethel-nl.org
www.office@bethel-nl.org
mailto:ravjulius@gmail.com
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    By  

Artie
  Dean

The Wedding Part 3-  
Conclusion

From last month
Kyle and Haley Rosen, parents of the bride, strive to host a wedding 

in the aftermath of a hurricane, while the officiating Rabbi is stuck on 
the expressway. 

At the wedding hall everyone is seated waiting for the ceremony 
to begin. The groom sits with his head in his hands in the bathroom, 
trying to quell his nerves, while Kyle makes phone calls to every 
nearby synagogue, trying to get a substitute rabbi. The bride is in 
the hospitality room weeping. “How can I have a wedding without a 
rabbi?” Haley takes her hand. “He’s only miles away. He can still make 
it. If not, Dad will do it.” 

The bride sobs. “Are you out of your mind?”

***

On a flooded expressway ramp Rabbi Chesky ponders his next 
move, the horror of disappointing the bridal party growing in his 
mind. He glances at his watch. An hour before the wedding ceremony. 
He wonders if he might back up the ramp onto the bottlenecked 
expressway. At least I’d have a chance. He remembers what his father, 
of blessed memory, used to say. “Some things are out of man’s control, 
but it’s a mistake to expect the almighty to solve your problems.” 

Chesky grips the steering wheel. He pictures his car plowing 
through the flooded roadway and sees clear sailing beyond. He mutters 
a silent prayer, then guns his motor. His car ploughs ahead, water to 
the doors, great sprays arcing on either side. 

Chesky’s heart pounds. I’m through, just a bit more. As his spirits 
soar his engine sputters, then quits, the silence profound. Chesky 
pounds the steering wheel, glances to the sky. He rehearses words of 
apology to the bride and groom. The parents will never speak to me 
again. 

Rabbi Chesky’s ruminations are interrupted by a siren as a police 
car pulls alongside on the shoulder. “I need help,” he says.

“You bet you do. I saw the move you made backing up on the 
highway. That’s a felony in a disaster zone.”

“You’ve got to help me,” Chesky says, beads of sweat on his brow. 
“I’m the officiating rabbi late for a wedding.”

“License and registration,” says the officer, scoffing. “Now there’s 
one I haven’t heard before.”

Now the conclusion
Haley and Kyle sit at a table, whispering while the bride sniffles, 

tracks of her tears marring her once perfect makeup. “You’ll have to 
perform the ceremony yourself,” Haley says.

Kyle picks up a folded napkin and dabs at the beads of sweat on his 
forehead. Long forgotten memories of his tortured years in Hebrew 
School rise in his memory. Suddenly he’s eleven years old again, 
stuttering a botched attempt at the Aleinu, as the teacher stands, arms 
folded, tapping his foot impatiently. “You’re hopeless,” he breathes 
under his breath, while Kyle’s classmates snicker. “You’ll have to repeat 
the year.”

“Surely you can say a few prayers, if it means your daughter’s 
happiness,” Haley says in a dismissive manner when Kyle protests. He 
avoids her gaze, says nothing. I’ll make a fool of myself.

“I’ll try,” Kyle says finally, the color draining from his face, his 
heartbeat hammering in his ears. Suddenly his cummerbund feels as if 
it’s constricting his breathing; his Windsor knotted tie feels like a noose 

around his neck. He gazes around 
the smorgasbord as guests wolf 
down appetizers fit for a state 
reception at Buckingham Palace. 
He stares at his wife. His mouth 
opens to speak. I can’t do it, but 
the look of determination in her 
eyes makes him hesitate. She 
thrusts a book labelled “A Guide 
to Jewish Weddings,” into his 
hands. “And you’ll have to read 
the Ketuba in Aramaic.”

“You can count on me,” he 
says at last, his gaze darting 
from hers. “But it won’t come to 
that. He pictures the Expressway 
under four feet of water and says 
a silent prayer for Rabbi Chesky’s 
deliverance.

***
Meanwhile

“Really, officer, you have 
to believe me,” Rabbi Chesky 
says pointing to his watch. I’m 
supposed to officiate at the Rosen 
Wedding in Cedarhurst in 20 
minutes.”

The officer glances into the 
back seat of Chesky’s car, notices 
a velvet bag of tefillin, a folded 
black tallis, and the compact 
prayer book Chesky normally 
uses to recite the Sheva Bruchas. 
Then he studies Chesky’s earnest 
expression, the shape of his 
beard, noting his black suit and 
white shirt.

“You really are a rabbi?” the 
officer says.

Chesky reaches into his 
jacket pocket and produces the 
invitation. “Chuppa at 6 pm, 
Sephardic Temple of Cedarhurst.”

“Gather your things and get 
in,” says the officer. Then he 
guides Chesky into the back of 
the police car.

“Put on your seatbelt.”
Chesky nods. “Am I in 

custody?” 
The police car swings onto the 

roadway, plows through standing 
water, the siren blaring, lights 
flashing. “Hang on, rabbi,” the 
officer says as the car accelerates, 
pressing Chesky’s head into the 
back of his seat. 

Cars crawling on the 
expressway pull to the side. They 
hydroplane through puddles, 
careen through skids that make 
Chesky’s eyes bulge while he 
clutches his tallis with white 
knuckles. Chesky catches a 
glimpse of the officer’s wild eyes, 
unsure if he’s been hijacked by a 
guardian angel or a demon. “I’m 
going to be sick,” Chesky mutters 
and buries his face in his tallis, 
but by then the car is slowing, the 
siren silent.

“Here we are, Rabbi, only a few minutes late,” the officer says. 
“Sephardic Temple.”

Rabbi Chesky peels his hands from his face and glances up. Sure 
enough the Sephardic Temple rises before him, with a group of 
fastidiously coiffed matrons staring in disbelief as he gets out of the 
cruiser. 

“Baruch Hashem, how can I ever thank you, officer…?”
“Rabinowitz, Sergeant David Rabinowitz of the 5th precinct at your 

service,” he says with a grin. I had my bar-mitzvah here back in the 
day.”

“Come in for the chuppah.”
Chesky runs into the Temple, donning his tallis as he runs down the 

corridor. The guests are seated in the hall, waiting for the ceremony to 
begin, chatting to one another while thunder rumbles in the distance. 

One guest taps his wristwatch. “Must be 6 o’clock Jewish time,” he 
says and laughs. Another cranes his neck towards the bar, and wonders 
if he might grab another martini if the festivities are delayed. Kyle 
Rosen sits at the lectern in front of the chuppah, trying to pronounce 
the words written on the ketubah. Public speaking has always been 
Kyle’s Achilles heel, and now, as his hope for a miracle fade, his face is 
etched in panic. The guests appear restless. “Our daughter is hysterical, 
you’ll have to start the ceremony yourself,” Haley says.

Kyle rises to his feet. “My dear friends and family,” he begins, his 
voice cracking. He reaches over to pour a cup of wine for the ceremony, 
but the bottle slips from his trembling hand. The Kiddush cup tips and 
the bottle smashes on the floor. While Kyle stares wide eyed at the last 
of the wine dripping to the floor Rabbi Chesky bursts through the door 
to the hall.

“I’m here,” Chesky says, striding to the lectern as if nothing is amiss.
Kyle hands Chesky the ketubah, thanks the Almighty under his 

breath. Word gets back to the bride and groom waiting to walk down 
the aisle.  

The klezmer band plays softly. The wedding guests are hushed. As 
the bridesmaids get in line a storm-weakened tree limb falls with a 
whoosh, slicing through the main power line on Cedarhurst Avenue. 
The lights in the Sephardic Temple flicker, then fail, sending the 
wedding hall into darkness. 

The crowd oohs and ahs, somehow believing this is all part of the 
special ambience of the ceremony. Seconds pass as Kyle and Haley 
clutch each other in horror, their guests illuminated only a single 
emergency light. Kyle mumbles incoherently, glancing about for 
the wedding planner who is nowhere to be seen. How could this be 
happening? Haley slumps to a chair, dazed, her hopes for her daughter’s 
perfect wedding fading once again. 

But then a flashlight lights a swath in the dark as officer Rabinowitz 
makes his way to the utilities room. He fumbles with a few switches, 
then finds the auxiliary power and flips an emergency switch. Outside 
the hall a gas-powered generator coughs to life. The lights flicker, then 
glow dimly, bathing the chuppah in a serene light, a unique effect 
that’s never been seen at any wedding in the Sephardic Temple. The 
band starts again. The procession begins. Rabbi Chesky performs 
the service, reads the ketubah flawlessly while Kyle and Haley look 
on with tears in their eyes. The bride walks around the groom seven 
times. Then the groom breaks the glass.

“Mazel tov,” says Rabbi Chesky.
“That was the best wedding I’ve ever been to,” Kyle and Haley hear 

the guests saying, “Everything so perfectly planned.”
The groom is handsome, the bride beautiful, the dancing inspired.
“You arrived just in time,” Kyle yells in Rabbi Chesky’s ear as they 

dance in the midst of a circle of guests. “Do you believe in miracles?”
Chesky smiles. He glances towards the exit with a nod to Sergeant 

Rabinowitz, wedding cake in hand, just now making his way back to his 
cruiser. The words of a midrash come to the rabbi’s mind. He considers 
giving a long-winded explanation of the day’s events, then thinks 
better of it and launches into a frenzied hora. In the final analysis, when 
it comes to divine intervention, some things are better left unexplained.

The End

Remember to send in your
subscription today
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Realtor Corner
Sellers Today

By Geoff Hausmann
I was taught as a young boy that a greedy 

person will end up getting kicked where the 
sun does not shine. In the last few weeks, I 
have witnessed and created an opinion so 
many sellers are making stupid decisions.

The market continues extremely strong especially for the sellers. 
The current index is 1.7 months of inventory, far from the 6.0 months 
where the market is neutral. I personally have put all my listings under 
contract. With this being said, I do not comprehend things I have seen:

• Sellers listing their home for ridiculous prices. I went into a 
home that was completely renovated for $289,000. Then I went 
into a home for $295,000 that required a lot of updating. These 
homes were in the same neighborhood and basically the same 
square feet. I personally would have listed the home requiring 
updating for $245,000. Surprisingly, this home remains active 
on the market.

• “Days on the market” is an indicator that buyers check out. In 
this market, anything over 14 days will affect the offer price on 
the home. 

• COVID 19 is an awful thing. Understandably, people do not 
want buyers traipsing through their home when they are not 
well, and the buyers do not wish to be there once they find out 
that there is a sick person. People just allow the “Days on the 
Market” indicator continue to accrue instead of temporally 
withdrawing the property from the market for 2 to 3 weeks 
while everyone recovers.

• Not working with the tenants. They are scared that they 
are being kicked out of the place they are living so they will 
purposely kill the showing. Things they do include smoking 
inside, leaving clothing all over the place, or not even flushing 
the toilet. I encourage my sellers to offer an incentive to their 
tenants to assist with the showing.

• Extremely important to never cancel a showing as you may not 
get that buyer back. Some sellers require the listing agent to be 
present for all showings. When the listing agent is unavailable, 
the home does not get shown.

• Putting political signs all over your front lawn. Are you trying 
to sell your home or your politics? I showed up to a property 
the other day with my client with her saying I am done. Never 
went inside the home. I cannot sell the home if I cannot get the 
buyer inside!

• A person requested me to come and check out their property. 
They told me that they were hoping for $500,000. At the 
meeting, I told them that I was sorry that in this market that I 
would be getting them at least $585,000. In the end, this seller 
decided to go with another agent that listed the property for 
$519,000 and was not even from this area. I asked the seller 
why and they responded that this agent just started in the 
business and needed a listing. 

When I take a listing, I start with doing a walk-through of the 
property. I will inform the seller of things that need to be modified to 
get the best price. My wife, Susan, has stated many times that there 
are agents and there are agents. I can go on and on detailing mistakes 
I witness, but I do not want to come across as snobbish. I know I 
personally make mistakes; however, the bottom line is for me to sell 
your property for the most amount of money possible.

Please remember you can search for homes at www.
CallTheHouseMan.com. Do you have a question about real estate? 

Advice/responses will be made by: Geoff Hausmann, RE/MAX on 
the Bay, 860-443-4400, Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com.

I wanted to give a special shoutout to my mother-in-law, Rosalyn 
Braverman. She has had several difficult few months, but when she 
gets the Jewish Leader, she will immediately flip to my article first. 
The funny thing is that other people tell me that too.

By Rob Brodie
Hello, my wife Alicia and I would like to share the news and a 

harvest photo from our awesome new venture; Grateful Acres in 
Waterford located on the old Alfiero Nursery property at the corner of 
Braman and Pepperbox roads.

We have done some experimental plantings this year including 
blueberry, strawberry, raspberry, squash, melon, pumpkin, watermelon 
and more. The property came with a few pear and apple trees, along 
with many mature conifers grown previously. Of course, we found 
some wild raspberries and blackberries too, along with many rabbits! 

We do have some plants available for sale including 10 types 
of blueberry and several mature conifers ranging in size, and a few 
others. Fall is the best time to plant! Contact us…

Hopefully next year will be easier to invite the community on the 
property for certain events we potentially would host, and in general. 

It’s been a blessing to get outside and do some farming this year and 
we have already started planting for next year with several hundred 
garlic plants, tulips and more to come…Open to suggestions, support, 
volunteers, and customers also including restaurants, florists, markets 
etc interested in using locally grown.

I’m also planning to offer art classes onsite and considering dates 
and accepting applicants currently. 

Grateful Acres Farm

I learned many lessons and 
so much about nature through 
farming/gardening this year 
and it’s been challenging and a 
privilege. We are grateful for the 
opportunity! 

 Thanks, Rob and Alicia
Grateful Acres Waterford, CT
Contact brodierob@

hotmail.com or 860-208-1399 
call or text

5th

KRISPY KREME 

    DONUT FUNDRAISER

For the past few years, our teens have raised funds for their chapter 
by selling Krisp Kreme Donuts to the community. This is their fifth 
year and again, they are offering the donuts at a cost of $10 for one 
dozen, and $15 for two if one dozen is donated to one of our StandUp 
Causes. Please contact Marcia or Mimi at the Federation if you would 
like to purchase donuts or email Marcia at mreinhard@jfec.com. You 
can also email Daniel Sapozhnikov at dansap04@gmail.com. We are 
working on putting together a form you can access online to make it 
even easier. 

Your orders must be in by Sunday, November 21. Donuts will 
be available for pick-up at Temple Emanu-El between 11:30am and 
1:00pm on Sunday, December 5. (Thanksgiving weekend is in 

BBYO Krispy Kreme fundraiser
between.) If you need to pick 
them up after 1:00pm on Dec. 
5, please let us know. We look 
forward to providing you with 
these “sweet treats” just in time 
for the last night of Chanukah. 

By Shira Hanau. JTA
When Liron Lavi Turkenich 

designed a writing system 
combining Hebrew and Arabic 
characters as a final project in 
college, she probably could not 
have imagined that her script 
would become the focal point 
of Israel’s pavilion at the 2020 
World Expo in Dubai.

But after the Abraham 
Accords, in which Israel signed 
diplomatic agreements to 
normalize relations with the 
United Arab Emirates, and the 
peace agreements with other 
Arab countries that followed, 
the need for Aravrit, Turkenich’s 
script that allows both Hebrew 
and Arabic to be read from the 
same text, has expanded. The sky 
is now the limit for Turkenich’s 
project.

“I would like to get to the 
Museum of Modern Art in New 
York. It’s a kind of dream. I would 
be happy for someone to adopt ‘El 

Warming  
relations  

creates new 
application  
for Aravrit

WARMING CONT. ON PG 15
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Hadassah News
President’s Message

by Karen Bloustine

By Sheila Horvitz
I grew up in the South Bronx in the ’40s and ’50s. Just seven years 

older than me, Colin Powell, who died on October 18, 2021, at the age 
of 84, also grew up in the South Bronx in the ’40s and ’50s. He attended 
Morris High School. My mother who came to America in 1923 at the 
age of seven also graduated from Morris High School and I went there 
for my sophomore year. 

Just as I recall, so did Powell remember his old neighborhood in the 
South Bronx where no one was a minority. It was truly an American 
melting pot of Irish and Italian Catholics, Jews, Puerto Ricans, and 

I love to learn about Hadassah’s ground-breaking programs in 
medical education and research. What makes them so special is 
that they affect the real lives and fortunes of people whose lives are 
transformed and enriched by what Hadassah does. So, I want to tell 
you about the new Henrietta Szold - Hebrew University School of 
Nursing Patricia Lapan Scholarship program for a Ph.D. in Nursing.

The first graduate, Mahmoud Khateb, 33, is from a unique town in 
northern Israel. Arraba is among the towns with the world’s highest 
number of nurses and doctors per capita. Achieving a bachelor’s and 
master’s degree and now a doctorate, Khateb studied for 14 years at 
Hadassah. He said that he didn’t want to be a nurse who does his job 
and goes home,” Rather than using information, I wanted to create it. 
Without research, there’s no progress.”

While studying toward his master’s degree Khateb looked into the 
methods that staff in Hadassah’s Department of Pediatric Hemato-
Oncology use to evaluate children’s pain and then use medication to 
alleviate the pain. At the same time, Khateb worked as a nurse in the 
Department of Bone Marrow Translation and Cancer Immunobiology. 

As he completed his master’s degree, the nursing school launched 
its doctoral program. Khateb was one of five students accepted in 
2016. He sought an advisor and found senior lecturer Dr. Anna Woloski 
Wruble, EdD, chair of the doctoral program. Her specialty is sex therapy. 
Khateb chose to investigate an issue in that field: how bariatric surgery 
affects a woman’s self-image, mental state, and sexual functioning. It 
took Khateb five years to complete his thesis while working full time 
and raising two children together with his wife.  

“Dr. Mahmoud Khateb’s hard work, fortitude, and determination 
made it possible”, said Dr. Woloski Wruble. “We are proud of his 
accomplishment and look forward to his future endeavors and those of 
his doctoral colleagues…”.  

Dr. Khateb thanked the Lapan family for their support of the 
doctoral program and their overall Involvement in the nursing school. 
He said, “The Lapan family support enables us to continue with our 
studies with much less financial worry.” Dr. Woloski Wruble adds, “By 
offering financial support to nursing programs including the Ph.D. 
program, the Lapan Scholarship Fund has enabled the nursing school to 

afford the means 
to produce the 
next academically 
prepared leaders 
in nursing. … 
Hadassah is truly 
a place where a 
dream can become 
a reality.”

By Sheila Horvitz
Hank Greenberg and Sandy Koufax head the list 

of Jews who have made their mark in baseball. Rabbi 
Aaron Rosenberg is an avid baseball fan and has a 
wealth of knowledge about the history of Jews in 
baseball.

During this year’s World Series between the 
Houston Astros and the Atlanta Braves, he appeared 
on Sheila’s cable television program - Talk Back - 
on October 28 and offered a lively discussion and 
PowerPoint display of the history of Jews in baseball.

This year, there are more Jewish players in the 
World Series than at any time in baseball history. The 
Atlanta Braves have pitcher Max Fried and outfielder 
Joc Pederson. The Houston Astros have the superstar 
infielder Alex Bregman and a third-string catcher 
Garrett Stubbs who may or may not see action 
during the series.

You can watch the show on Youtube at: https://www.
youtube.com/attribution_link?a=cSB7TABMcso-uiXf&u=/
wa tc h % 3 Fv % 3 D f m z 8 _ x I V V 8 Y % 2 6 f e a t u re % 3 D e m - l s b -
owner and also learn about Rabbi Aaron’s celebratory trip to CityField 

Rabbi Aaron and baseball!

Rabbi Aaron’s celebratory trip to CityField where 
he was honored at a Mets game and why there is 
a photo of him with a bearded gentleman.

where he was honored at a Mets 
game and why there is a photo of 
him with a bearded gentleman. 
Enjoy!!

WALKING CONT. ON PG 12

By Sheila Horvitz
On Sunday, October 

17, the Temple Emanuel 
Sisterhood team joined the 
Safe Futures Walk which 
raised awareness and 
thousands of dollars to 
combat domestic violence 
in our community. October 
is Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month. 

The Walk this year 
commemorated the 
45th Anniversary of the 
founding of Safe Futures, 
which began in 1976 as 
the Women’s Center of 
Southeastern Connecticut. 
The 1970s were a decade 
when great strides were 
being made to combat the 
discrimination and second-
class status of women in the 
workforce, in the social and 
economic life of our country, and within the family. Nine courageous 
and visionary women in Southeastern CT, - students, educators, 
businesswomen, and housewives met in the basement at Avery Point 
in Groton to start a movement to help women. 

Walking for Safe Futures -  
to end Domestic Violence

The movement turned into 
an agency that began on a 
shoestring, with a rape crisis 

Front row: Randy Seigel, Sheila Horvitz,  Back row: Rabbi Marc Ekstrand, 
Karen Rosenberg, Rabbi Aaron Rosenberg, Susan Hausmann, Geoff 
Hausmann, Kim Fischburg, Barbara Senges, Gail Weber, Cecile Feldman
and students from Temple Emanu El 8th grade religious school class. 

Who knew? Colin Powell - a Shabbos goy!
blacks. On almost every block 
there was a Jewish-owned candy 
store where Colin would buy egg 
creams and seltzers, “two-cents, 
plain.” There were Jewish and 
Italian-owned bakeries, Chinese-
owned laundromats, Italian-
owned shoe repair shops, Jewish 
appetizing shops and delis, New 

POWELL CONT. ON PG 13

Hadassah celebrates first  
Ph.D. graduate in nursing

https://www.youtube.com/attribution_link?a=cSB7TABMcso-uiXf&u=/watch%3Fv%3Dfmz8_xIVV8Y%26feature%3Dem-lsb-owner
https://www.youtube.com/attribution_link?a=cSB7TABMcso-uiXf&u=/watch%3Fv%3Dfmz8_xIVV8Y%26feature%3Dem-lsb-owner
https://www.youtube.com/attribution_link?a=cSB7TABMcso-uiXf&u=/watch%3Fv%3Dfmz8_xIVV8Y%26feature%3Dem-lsb-owner
https://www.youtube.com/attribution_link?a=cSB7TABMcso-uiXf&u=/watch%3Fv%3Dfmz8_xIVV8Y%26feature%3Dem-lsb-owner
https://www.youtube.com/attribution_link?a=cSB7TABMcso-uiXf&u=/watch%3Fv%3Dfmz8_xIVV8Y%26feature%3Dem-lsb-owner
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BBYO Regional kick-off at Quassy

By Simone Lerner
Our local BBYO chapter, Yachad, is one of many in 

an international network and one of a collection of 
chapters within our region of the country called the 
Connecticut Valley Region (CVR). Recently, Yachad had 
the amazing opportunity to attend the CVR Kick-off at 
Quassy Amusement Park in Middlebury, CT. We got to 
bond with our chapter, spend the day with old friends, 
and make some new ones, as well! 

On Sunday, October 24 at noon, thirteen Yachad teens 
and two chaperones--our advisor, Marcia Reinhard, and 
her long-time college friend, Joanne Zaharakos, boarded 
the school bus, provided by CVR, to Quassy. We stopped 
along the way to pick up our friends from Salty BBYO, 
the Madison chapter. Then, after a long bus ride, we 
made it to the amusement park. We were the first bus to 
get there, and it was fun to check out the park and spend 
some time with just our two chapters before the rest of 
the buses arrived. The Park has a ton of super fun rides-
-including bumper cars, the swings, and a rollercoaster, 
to name but a few!

Once the rest of the chapters arrived, some of the 
Yachad members met up with friends they have made 
from past regional events, like overnight conventions. 
For some of our newer Yachad members, this event 
was an opportunity to start to meet new people from 
the region. The friendships made through BBYO are 
so special and unique, since we are all sharing our 
collective Jewish identity. BBYO makes it possible for us 
to not be the “only Jewish person in the room.” It was 
also quite amazing to be able to socialize in this way 
because of the disadvantages imposed on us by the 
pandemic. This was one of the first in-person regional 
events since COVID started, and because of the outdoor 
setting, we were able to go mostly mask-free and 
connect more fully! 

The event also had great catering. There were 
food trucks with cupcakes, grilled cheese sandwiches, 
nachos, cheese quesadillas and baked potatoes with all 

the fixings. There was also boxed pizza 
and water readily available for everyone. The cupcakes 
were especially fun because the owner was a past winner 
of Cupcake Wars. All the 
food was included in 
the cost we paid prior 
to the event, so we had 
unlimited snacks with 
no extra expenses 
(except for some arcade 
games.) 

After a few hours of 
thrills from the rides 
and big smiles from our 
friends, it was finally 
time for us to go home. 
As we started to board 
the buses, everyone 
was saying their own 
heartfelt goodbyes, 
with big hugs and 
promises to see each 
other soon at the 
next convention, 
which is coming up 
in mid-December. 
Seeing everyone so 
connected to each 
other reminded me of how 
strong a community BBYO is. Despite all the restrictions 
put on us due to the pandemic, we have stayed strong 
and connected. This not only goes for BBYO on a regional 
level, but also goes for Yachad, on the local level. Our little 
chapter has stayed incredibly strong through the last year 
and a half. I feel so much compassion for my fellow board 
members and, especially, for our amazing advisor, Marcia 
Reinhard. We all work so hard for our chapter to thrive, 

and we are truly grateful to our members and our local 
Jewish community for all the support.
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The Archaeological Conservancy (TAC) and the 
New England Hebrew Farmers of the Emanuel Society 

(NEHFES) cosigned a 
Donation Agreement 
in the offices of the 
Connecticut State 
Preservation Office 
(SHPO) on October 
15, 2021. This 
agreement gifted the 
synagogue parcel 
of the “NEHFES 
Synagogue and 
Creamery Site” 
in Chesterfield, 
Connecticut to 

the Conservancy, insuring the protection of the site 
in perpetuity. The portion of the site containing the 
Creamery is currently owned by the Connecticut State 
Department of Transportation.

The signing went “flawlessly,” in the words of guest 
speaker Mark Michel, President of The Archaeological 
Conservancy. Our highly spirited event also featured 
guest speakers Kelley Berliner, Northeast Regional 
Director, TAC; SHPO’s Chief Preservation Officer 
Catherine Labadia, CT State Commissioner of Arts and 
Preservation Elizabeth Shapiro and NEHFES Advisory 
Board member Dr. Nicholas F. Bellantoni. 

The speeches were eloquent and heartfelt. Everyone 
attested to the significance of the NEHFES site and its 
partial acquisition by TAC for permanent protection 
and enhancement. It will be known to TAC as “The 
New England Hebrew Farmers of the Emanuel Society 
Synagogue, Shoyket’s House and Mikveh Preserve.” 
Everyone stressed the importance of a shared national, 
state, and personal obligation to connect to and benefit 

Agreement signed between NEHFES & TAC

from past history. 
The Donation Agreement stipulates that NEHFES 

and CT SHPO will always be involved in TAC’s future 
plans for the site as part of an about to be formed 
Preserve Site Management Committee. Also stipulated 
is TAC’s obligation to undertake a $15,000 project (with 
a 50% SHPO match) re the mikveh building. Sometime 
in November, TAC and NEHFES lawyers will draft 
a quit claim deed for the transfer of the land title which 
we expect to file at the town of Montville Land records on 
January 4, 2022.

NEHFES Advisory 
Board members in 
attendance were: Mary M. 
Donohue and Mandy M. 
Ranslow. NEHFES Board 
of Directors in attendance 
were Treasurer Nancy 
Butler, Barbara Ball 
Buff, Lester M. Cohen, 
Secretary Joanne Nelson 
and John l. Kaplan. 

Also present: 
from SHPO, Erin Fink and 
Marena Wisniewski, from 
CT Preservation, 
Executive Director, Jane 
Montanaro, and CT State 
Archeologist, Sarah 
Sportman. Two members 
of the CTDOT Department 
of Environmental Planning 
were unable to attend, as wa
s Preservation CT’s Stacey V
airo and HPI’s Cece Saunder
s. (HPI prepared our National 

Trust nomination and wrote the work plan for the 
recently completed synagogue foundation rehab.)

Joanne Nelson read the Resolution (adopted at 
our last annual meeting) that empowered me to 
sign on behalf of the NEHFES membership. A roar of 
approval followed the actual signing, and everyone was 
invited to enjoy delicious boxed lunches from Hartford’s 
Kitchen Cafe and a special celebratory cake baked by 
Nancy Butler! A video recording was made, and we are 
working on making it available. 

Chesterfield Synagogue, 1892



10     THE JEWISH LEADER, NOVEMBER 5, 2021 

Save the Date

PJ Library 
Hanukkah Lantern
Walk

Leiser Foundation

Sunday, December 5
3:00 pm

RSVP
Barbara Wolfe
pjlibrary@jfec.com
860.442.8062

Fun for the Whole Family!
Details to follow.

During the Covid pandemic retired Rabbi Aaron Rosenberg has had 
plenty of time to pursue his lifetime hobby of painting. Throughout the 
month of November Waterford Public Library will feature over 40 of 
his works on its Art Wall.  

Rabbi Rosenberg remarked, “It would be presumptuous to call 
myself an artist.  Rather, I think of myself as one possessed with a 
lifelong passion to express myself through acrylics, watercolor, pastels 
and colored pencils.  Like my piano and guitar playing I am a “Jack of 
all trades, and master of none.” Yet, especially when painting, there are 
moments of ecstasy and pictures that for lack of a better expression 
“nailed it.” 

“My grandmother’s genre resembled Grandma Moses’ pictures. My 
landscapes and buildings could be called the work of Grandpa 
Aaron. I have benefitted from classes at Mystic Art Association, 
Connecticut College, and with Linda Neilan, as well as working 
alongside accomplished artists like Lynn Anderson. As Rabbi Emeritus 
of Temple Emanu-El in Waterford I have plenty of time to walk the dog, 
struggle with golf, travel, and yes, paint.”

Migdal David Jerusalem painted by Rabbi Aaron Rosenberg

Rabbi Rosenberg’s  
paintings on display  
at Waterford Library

Vir tually!  
Going on NOW. Click here to shop for gifts and 
accessories. Please pick up your on-line order at the 

Temple during the Chanukah Fair.  We can bring 
your items to your car!

In Person! 

 9:30am – 12:30pmSunday, November 21     
If inside the Temple, masks 
must be worn          

and twelve and older must 
be vaccinated.

Visit the Temple Emanu-El Judaica Shop
Chanukah Fair!

By Jon Schiller, Israel21c
For cancer immunotherapy to be most effective, a patient’s immune 

system must be able to “see” the tumor in question.
“Hotspots” on cancer cells’ outer membranes can provide this 

service. These molecular structures contain mutated peptides called 
neoantigens that the immune system’s T cells recognize as foreign – 
the first step in binding to the neoantigens and killing the cancerous 
cells.

But only a handful of neoantigens qualify as hotspots. And they 
are hard to find because they are presented to the immune system by 
protein complexes that come in thousands of versions.

The Weizmann Institute of Science’s Prof. Yardena Samuels and her 
PhD student Aviyah Peri led a team using bioinformatics to develop 
a method for identifying features common to many tumors. This can 
help develop effective immunotherapy for entire groups of patients.

Their findings were published in the Journal of Clinical Investigation.
The scientists applied algorithms to search through international 

databases of the genomes of thousands of cancer patients. Focusing 
on melanoma, the main cancer type studied by the Samuels lab, 
they looked for common mutations presented by common protein 
complexes. The search produced several neoantigens that could 
potentially be considered hotspots.

Possible immunotherapy  
breakthrough for cancer

Next, the scientists subjected 
these candidate molecules 
to laboratory analysis and 
investigated their interactions 
with T cells.

Using this approach, the 
scientists identified a hotspot 
neoantigen derived from an 
oncogene known as RAS, which 
is involved in a third of all human 
cancers and 20% of melanoma 
cases.

They and their colleagues 
isolated the T cell receptor 
that can recognize this hotspot 
neoantigen in melanoma tumors. 
They then engineered T cells from 
healthy individuals to express 
this receptor and incubated 
them with tumor samples from 

CANCER CONT. ON PG 13
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By Shira Hanau, JTA 
“Deck the halls with matzo balls”? Hanukkah menorahs with 12 

candles?
Products with misfired Hanukkah messages have been drawn 

gripes for years, but this year major retailers are responding quickly to 
customer complaints about Hanukkah products they say are culturally 
inappropriate or misinformed.

It took just one day from when the Instagram account Hanukkah 
Fails posted about Target’s Hanukkah “Countdown Calendar” before 

‘Tis the season of Hanukkah misfires — and chastened retailers
the major retailer changed 
the product description to 
“Happy Hanukkah Wall Hanging 
Menorah.”

The Instagram account, 
which is dedicated to pointing 
out culturally inappropriate 
Hanukkah-related products or 
product descriptions, posted 
about the product Sunday. The 
original product description — 
which suggested a connection 
between Hanukkah and Advent 
calendars that count down the 
days until Christmas — was 
altered by Monday to remove any 
reference to counting down.

Bed, Bath and Beyond 
removed a Hanukkah product 
altogether after customers 
pointed out that its message 
mixed up two different Jewish 
holidays. The product, a pillow 
printed with the words “Why is 
this night different from all other 
nights? Happy Hanukkah,” used 
perhaps the most iconic phrase 
from the Passover seder.

Bed, Bath and Beyond quickly pulled a Hanukkah pillow that used 
a Passover phrase. (Alma/Emily Burack)

After images of the pillow went viral — and after Alma, JTA’s sister 
site, wrote about the “worst Hanukkah pillow of all time” — Bed, Bath 
and Beyond removed the product from its website.

By Nathan Jeffay, Times of Israel
Israeli-designed molecules that slowed Alzheimer’s and another 

degenerative disease in mice are to begin the approval process to 
become a drug for humans, scientists have announced.

The molecules have shown “amazing” effect in delaying the onset 
and progression of Alzheimer’s and amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, also 
known as Lou Gehrig’s disease, in mice. ALS, which famously afflicted 
Stephen Hawking and was the subject of the Ice Bucket Challenge, has 
no approved drug treatment.

Prof. Esther Priel and her colleagues at Ben Gurion University of 
the Negev have been working for years on the molecules and have 
published peer-reviewed research on their effectiveness in mice.

They formed a company, Neuromagen Pharma, but did not have the 
funds to start the pre-clinical trials needed to prepare for human trials.

Now, an Israeli funder has come up with the multi-million-dollar 
investment needed to move the process forward, Priel told The Times 
of Israel. “This investment will allow us to push this to clinical trials, 
which was something we couldn’t do until now as pre-clinical trials for 
FDA approval cost a lot of money,” she said.

“It’s very positive, and if we’re able to see in humans just 10% of the 
effect we saw in mice, we will have a very good drug.”

She declined to identify the funder or quantify the investment, 
beyond saying it is a few million dollars.

Priel emphasized that the drug is not expected to be a cure, but 
rather to “delay the onset and progression of the diseases and improve 
the quality of life.”

Gil Ben-Menachem, founder and chief executive officer of 
Neuromagen, said, “We are excited to secure this substantial funding, 
which will enable us to jumpstart the company and initiate the 
preclinical work toward developing our promising drug candidates.

“Currently there are no drugs available to treat ALS, so our drug 
candidate presents a new treatment paradigm and could be both first 
and best-in-class,” he said.

Israeli drug that slowed 
Alzheimer’s, ALS in mice 

gets funding to start trials

One of the best-known people to suffer from ALS was the late 
Professor Stephen Hawking. (Photo by Joel Ryan/Invision/AP)
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phone number and dedicated volunteers. The enormous cultural 
problem of domestic violence, sexual assault, and harassment was 
brought into the open. Safe Futures is the community agency that 
brings support and a lifeline to women, men, and children whose lives 
are upended by the tragedy of family violence. 

Forty-five years later, much progress has been made. But we still 
have a long way to go. Community partners like the Temple Emanuel 

Jewish-related content online.
A companion survey of the general public, meanwhile, found 

that the proportion of Americans who say they understand what 
antisemitism is rose sharply in the last year, from 53% in 2020 to 65% 
this year.

Last year’s survey was taken shortly before the presidential 
election in which Joe Biden defeated incumbent Donald Trump, whom 
many Jews perceived as stoking antisemitism. At the time, just 4% of 
American Jews said they felt more secure than they had in the past; 
this year that proportion was significantly higher, at 10%.

“Almost 40% of Jews have changed their behavior. This is horrible 
and heartbreaking data,” Holly Huffnagle, the AJC’s U.S. director for 
combating antisemitism, told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency about 
this year’s findings.

“But I think we can’t hide the fact that more Jews feel secure today,” 
she added, noting that when the surveyors asked for an explanation, 
“The change in the administration was by far the biggest response to 
that.”

This year’s surveys were taken in September and early October 
and included 1,214 Americans overall and 1,433 Jews. The margin of 
error for each survey was 3.9%. In a shift, the majority of the surveys 
were completed online, rather than by phone, although Huffnagle said 
researchers had concluded that the change had not influenced results 
in any particular way.

Some of the results, including the finding about the proportion 
of American Jews who changed their behavior out of fear, cannot be 
directly compared to the AJC’s past antisemitism surveys because this 
year’s version asked about experiences only in the last year. Previous 
surveys asked about experiences and perceptions in the past two or 
five years.

“We decided to lose the trend data in favor of accurate information,” 
Huffnagle said.

Other findings are comparable over time, and suggest that much has 
remained unchanged in American Jewish sentiment. The vast majority 
of American Jews continue to say that antisemitism is a problem in the 
United States; antisemitism on college campuses remains a concern 
for many American Jews; and American Jews continue to say they 
are more concerned about antisemitism emanating from the extreme 
right than the extreme left.

Half of American Jews say the “extreme political right” poses a 
“very serious” antisemitic threat, and 91% said they believed the far 
right poses at least some threat, similar to last year’s finding. In a shift, 
however, the proportion of American Jews who said they thought “the 
extreme political left” represents at least a slight antisemitic threat 
increased sharply, from 61% last year to 71% this year.

Huffnagle said she attributed the increase in the general public’s 
awareness of antisemitism to multiple high-profile incidents related 
to right-wing activity, including penetration of the QAnon conspiracy 
theory, which has antisemitic overtones, and the Jan. 6 insurrection at 
the U.S. Capitol, where one participant was photographed wearing a 
“Camp Auschwitz” sweatshirt.

She also said a broader discourse around combatting discrimination 
and hate, spurred in part by a response to attacks on Asian Americans, 
may have played a role.

“I think there might have been this national wakeup call,” Huffnagle 
said, adding, “at least about how to answer survey questions.”

Three quarters of Jews said they had heard “a lot” or “some” 
about Jews being attacked in the United States and abroad during 
Israel’s conflict with Hamas in Gaza in May. Three quarters of those 
respondents — representing a majority of Jews — said those reports 
had made them feel less safe as Jews in the United States.

Huffnagle said there was little evidence that the incidents of 
antisemitism reported at the time had contributed to the shift in 
sentiment within the general public.

Still, she said, the general public remains notably supportive of 
Israel — perhaps more so than American Jews. She pointed to the 
fact that the proportion of general-public respondents who said they 
viewed the statement “Israel has no right to exist” as antisemitic was 
higher this year: 85% of respondents said the statement is antisemitic, 
compared to 77% last year.

ANTI CONT. FROM PG 1

mate change as a matter of the utmost importance in a letter Friday. 
They called climate change a matter of worldwide “pikuach nefesh,” 
invoking the Jewish legal term for the requirement to preserve life, 
a requirement which overrules nearly all other commandments in 
Jewish law.

“This issue today touches the preservation of life worldwide, in the 
full meaning of the words,” the letter states.

The letter was signed by a group of 20 influential rabbis in the 
Modern Orthodox community in Israel, including Rabbi Yuval Sherlow, 
Rabbi David Stav, and Rabbi Shlomo Aviner, according to Israeli news 
site Makor Rishon.

A separate call to action was made last week by a group of American 

rabbis and other religious leaders 
in the form of a prayer, modeled 
on the traveler’s prayer, for Biden.

The prayer, composed by 
Rabbi Daniel Swartz, who serves 
as executive director of the 
Coalition on the Environment 
and Jewish Life, reads in part: 
“Through your blessing, may 
the President lead the world 
to take the swift, ambitious 
actions needed to protect this 
common home, Your Earth, so 
that future generations inherit a 
just, sustainable, and bountiful 
world.  May generosity triumph 
over greed and may all the 
leaders gathered at COP26 stand 
in solidarity with the poor and 
vulnerable.”

The prayer was delivered to 
the White House and signed by 
several well-known American 
rabbis, including Rabbi Jacob 
Blumenthal, head of the 
Rabbinical Assembly; Rabbi 
Sharon Brous, rabbi of IKAR 
in Los Angeles, Rabbi Arthur 
Waskow, founder of the Shalom 
Center, and Rabbi Rachel Kahn-
Troster, vice president of the 
Interfaith Center on Corporate 
Responsibility, who was arrested 
last week at a climate protest in 
New York City.

RABBIS CONT. FROM PG 1

Protesters walk to Glasgow to raise awareness of climate change 
ahead of the United Nations Climate Change Conference in 
Glasgow, Scotland Oct. 31, 2021. (Ian Forsyth/Getty Images)

Sisterhood and others in our 
Jewish community contribute 
a lot to the furtherance of 
awareness, education, and 
treatment. Safe Futures is 
grateful for their support.

The next Jewish Federation Book Talk + will take place on Sunday, 
November 14, 2021 from 11 AM-12 PM on zoom. The featured 
speakers will be the husband-and-wife duo of Dr. Helen Kim and Dr. 
Noah Leavitt Associate Professor of Sociology and Associate Dean of 

Students, respectively at Whitman 
College.

You can register for the talk by 
going to www.JFEC.com and click on 
Nov. 14 of the Community Calendar 
on the event Book Talk +.

They are co-authors of 
JewAsian: Race, Religion and 
Identity for America’s Newest 
Jews (University of Nebraska 
Press, 2016). Dr. Kim and Mr. 
Leavitt will discuss their book -- 
including the complex historical 
relationship that has linked Asians 
and Jews in America as well as the 
many interesting contemporary 

interactions which these two important communities presently share.
JewAsian is a qualitative examination of the intersection of race, 

Book Talk + -- Helen Kim & Noah Leavitt
religion, and ethnicity in the 
increasing number of households 
that are Jewish American and 
Asian American. Helen Kiyong 
Kim and Noah Samuel Leavitt’s 
book explores the larger social 
dimensions of intermarriages 
to explain how these particular 
unions reflect not only the 
identity of married individuals 
but also the communities to 
which they belong. Using in-
depth interviews with couples 
and the children of Jewish 
American and Asian American 
marriages, Kim and Leavitt’s 
research sheds much-needed 
light on the everyday lives of 
these partnerships and how 
their children negotiate their 
own identities in the twenty-first 
century.
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Remember to send in your subscription

York Pizza parlors and Chinese 
restaurants.

I lived in the South Bronx, near 
St. Mary’s Park and the famed 
Third Avenue Shopping district 
headlined with Alexander’s 
Department Store. Powell lived in 
the Hunts Point District.

My Ashkenazi Jewish family 
had immigrated from the Ukraine 
and Powell’s parents immigrated 
from Jamaica. 

I had many Irish, Italian, black, 
and Puerto Rican friends growing 
up in the South Bronx, and Powell 

and his family had many Jewish friends. His family lived on the same 
South Bronx block as Norman and Amy Brash. The families were so 
close that Powell called them “Mammele and Pappele”. Another family, 
the Kleins, had Powell over every week to watch Milton Berle and 
Molly Goldberg on one of the first television sets in the neighborhood. 
That was just like my family who went over to our friends, the Meyers, 
on Saturday nights to watch the Sid Caesar Hour and during the week 
to watch the Milton Berle and Molly Goldberg shows. 

In fact, Powell has said that his life was filled with Yiddishkeit. 
Every Shabbat, he earned a quarter to turn off the lights at an 

Orthodox synagogue. When Powell was 14, Jay Sickser, the owner of 
Sickser’s - “Everything for the Baby” store - gave Powell a job. 

He worked at Sickser’s for 75 cents an hour. He said he was a “part-
time schlepper”. He worked there until he was a sophomore in college. 
He learned a lot of Yiddish there and used many Yiddish expressions 
in his travels through life as a Four Star General, Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff , National Security Advisor, and the first black Secretary 
of State

Before the first Gulf War in 1991, he told the Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir, “Men kenen reden Yiddish” - “We can speak Yiddish”. At 
a 2017 dinner hosted by the World Jewish Congress, he remarked that 
“Yiddish has served me well over the last 60 years.” In a speech at the 
American Israel Public Affairs Committee conference in Washington 
in 1991, he said: “Let me put to rest this rumor as to whether or not I 
speak Yiddish. I really do not speak Yiddish, maybe a bissel (a little), who 
knows?”

He learned so much at Sickser’s that he could understand what 
potential purchasers were saying to each other in Yiddish when they 
discussed their buying strategies.

Powell was touched that Jay Sickser cared about him and his future. 
He related that Sickser was worried that he might be too attached 
to the store. He called Powell over one day and told him that with 
children and a son-in-law, the business would be theirs one day, and 
so Powell should get a good education to secure his future. Powell 
has said: “He evidently thought that I had worked out well enough to 
deserve to be brought into the firm, which I had never considered. I took 
it as a compliment.”

Powell was 11 when Israel was founded. He related in a speech 
that in Hunts Point, there was “joy throughout the neighborhood,” 
the day David Ben-Gurion declared Israel’s independence in 1948. 
“Tears flowed, celebrations everywhere, it wasn’t just the Jews who were 
celebrating, the rest of us were celebrating for the Jews. We all shared in 
their joy, the joy of having a homeland.” 

By the late 1950s, as drugs and crime made the South Bronx more 
dangerous, and Jewish families like mine left their apartments for 
homes in the suburbs, the Powell family would buy a three-bedroom 
bungalow in Queens from a Jewish family named Wiener.

In 1959, my family also moved to Queens.
Powell and I and our families shared the unique experience of the 

vibrant and multi-cultural world of the South Bronx.

POWELL CONT. FROM PG 7

Colin Powell, 1937-2021

IS KRISTALLNACHT   
RELEVANT TODAY? 

Find out Sunday, Nov. 7, 2021  
at 7:00 PM on Zoom 

JONATHAN FEINSTEIN
Jonathan Feinstein will discuss 

Texas HB 3979 and all its  
implications of presenting the 
'opposing views' of the Holocaust 
(and other historic events) to  
students. It's gotten a lot of  
national press and Jonathan has 
been an excellent speaker on why 
the bill was created and why it's 
bad.

Jewish Federation of Eastern CT  
New London, CT | 860-442-8062  
office@jfec.com | www.JFEC.com 

State Director for Texas for the  Education Trust  
will speak on why we recognize Kristallnacht in 2021.

Register HERE  

Prof. Yardena Samuels. Photo courtesy of Weizmann Institute

CANCER CONT. FROM PG 10

patients whose tumors displayed this hotspot. The T cells killed only 
those cells that displayed the neoantigen.

“We’ve uncovered a neoantigen that is expressed in thousands of 
new melanoma cases every year, and we’ve shown that it can be used 
in these patients to mark tumor cells for immune destruction,” Peri 
said.

“Our study suggests that our newly developed platform can 

lead to ‘off-the-shelf’ 
immunotherapies in 
which T cell receptors 
that recognize cancer 
hotspots can be 
prepared in advance, 
ready to be applied 
in groups of patients 
whose tumors have been 
shown to harbor these 
hotspots,” said Samuels.

Also participating 
in the study were the 
late Prof. Nir Friedman 
of Weizmann’s 
I m m u n o l o g y 
Department, Prof. 
Masha Y. Niv of the 
Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem, Prof. Steven 
A. Rosenberg of the 

US National Cancer Institute, 
Prof. Cyrille J. Cohen of Bar-
Ilan University, Dr. Ansuman T. 
Satpathy of Stanford University 
School of Medicine and other 
researchers.
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New London 
-- Frances Sears 
Baratz passed away 
in New London on 
November 1, 2021 
at the age of 102. She 
was born in Norwich 
on March 2, 1919, to 
the late Herman and 
Emma Sears. She was 
predeceased by her 
sister Sarah Slosberg 
of Norwich and 
survived by her sister 

Ruth Berlin of West Hartford. 
She was the loving wife for 30 years of the late Wilbur Baratz who 
passed in 1972. She leaves her three sons, Bruce Baratz, Dr. Robert 
Baratz (Robin), and James Baratz (Donna Zaremba), grandchildren 
Joshua Baratz (Maureen McMahon), Beth Gowers (Ryan), Adam Baratz 
(Maggie), and Benjamin Baratz (Lauretta), great grandson Zev Baratz, 
and great granddaughters, Mia Gowers, Harper Baratz, and Julia 
Baratz.

Family was very important part of her life and she treasured all her 
nieces and nephews and grand nieces and nephews. She was a 1940 
graduate of Connecticut College and received her master’s degree in 
education at University of Conn in 1961. She was an active alumna at 
Connecticut College, serving as a reunion chairman for many years 
and class correspondent for all but 10 years. She received the Goss 
award for serving on the alumni board of trustees. The award is given 
for enthusiastic participation in association programs and activities.

Besides raising a family with her husband, Mrs. Baratz taught 
Home Economics at Clark Lane Junior High School from 1960-1981. 
After her retirement she was very pleased to have former students, 
whenever they saw her, come up and tell her how much they enjoyed 
her classes.

She was an active member in many organizations, including New 
London Library, Lyman Allen Museum, L & M Hospital Auxiliary, 
New London Landmarks, Child and Family, League of Women Voters, 
volunteer docent at Eugene O’Neil Monte Cristo, Cottage, New London 
Main St, former member of the advisory boards of U Conn at Avery 
Point, member of Congregation Beth El, former president of Delta 
Kappa Gamma (honorary teachers association). 

She was also an active member of the Jewish Federation’s New 
London Hebrew Seniors Club. She participated by attending weekly 
Kosher hot lunches sponsored by the JFEC and TVCCA and enjoyed the 
outings the club went on to the Goodspeed and Ivoryton Playhouse. 
During the time Fran was active in the senior club, she established 
the Fran Baratz Volunteer Award that was awarded annually to a club 
member who went above and beyond helping out the Federation staff 
with the Kosher hot lunches.

She maintained an active correspondence with many friends in 
the USA, Canada, and Japan, several times welcoming them in her 
home. She was known for her upbeat and energetic manner viewing 
life’s challenges with enthusiasm. She attended over 30 elder hostels, 
(combining classes with learning 
about the areas) all over the USA, 
England, Wales, and Scotland.

A lifelong traveler she visited 
Europe, Australia, New Zealand, 
Japan, Thailand, and Hong Kong, 
plus areas of the U.S., Caribbean, 
and South America.

Fran found time to be a friend 
to many visiting those in nursing 
homes and transporting others to 
various events.

Funeral service was held at the 
Thomas Neilan Funeral Home, 
12 Ocean Ave, New London, on 
Thursday Nov 4 at 11 AM.

With gratitude to my wife, family, friends, and G-D we 
welcome Shoshana Baylah Brodie to the world!

She was born at Backus Hospital September 2, 2021.
Grandparents David and Ellen Brodie of Columbia are 

overjoyed. Mom Alicia is happy and healthy and dad Rob is 
trying to keep up!

Thanks to Rabbi and Maryashi Sternberg for additional 
support. We share our joy with the entire community!

Shoshana Baylah 
Brodie Birth

By Abigail Klein Leichman, 
Israel21c

Ag-tech, food-tech, water-
tech, clean-tech. These well-
established fields in Israel, 
along with a few others, can be 
grouped under a new umbrella: 
the climate-tech ecosystem.

Now we have the first 
mapping of Israeli companies 
developing technologies aimed 
at climate change mitigation and 
adaptation.

“Israel’s State of Climate Tech 
2021,” a first-of-its-kind report, 
was released October 18 by the 
Israel Innovation Authority and 
the Israel Innovation Institute’s 
PLANETech.

The five main challenge areas 
in climate-tech identified in the 
report are agriculture, clean 
energy, mobility and transport, 
water infrastructure and 
alternative proteins.

Alternative proteins and 
green construction display the 
most rapid growth of startups in 
the last three years.

Emerging domains showing 
a significant increase are 
transparent and agile supply 
chains, novel materials, 
circularity and food loss and 
waste.

Dror Bin, CEO of the IIA, said 
the climate crisis is the most 

Israeli innovators working 
on solutions to climate crisis

significant global threat facing humanity.
“While a number of activities are taking place at an international 

level, the eyes of the entire world are looking to the technology 
sector to produce innovative and groundbreaking solutions to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and deal with the consequences of the 
crisis,” Bin said.

“Climate innovation is not just an important stage in the war 
against the climate crisis, but also a significant business opportunity 
for the growth of an innovative, diverse and sustainable technological 
industry.”
Energy storage is king

The IIA-PLANETech report found a leap in the number of new 
startups dealing with climate issues in Israel already in 2014.

Today, Israel has nearly 1,200 companies that provide solutions 
to climate challenges, including 637 startups and growth companies 
established in 2000 or later. Nine percent of Israeli companies 
established in 2020 develop technological solutions that could 
ameliorate the climate crisis.

There are 235 companies developing clean energy systems, with 
energy storage identified as a field with especially high potential 
based on investments.

There are 212 developing climate-smart agriculture systems, with 
precision agriculture identified as high potential; 127 in sustainable 
mobility and transport, with new mobility having especially high 
potential; and 45 companies developing alternative proteins, of which 
cultivated meat has the highest potential.

“The report we compiled positions Israel as a global leader in 
climate tech and throws a spotlight on the areas that have unique 
potential in Israel,” said PLANETech Director Uriel Klar. 

Klar predicts that climate solutions and technologies will lead to 
a new generation of unicorns in Israel while helping to solve a huge 
challenge for humanity.

“The visi,on of PLANETech and its partners is to transform Israel 
into a global center for climate technologies that helps reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions in Israel and around the world,” Klar said.

Cultivated meat, irrigation, water desalination
Other highlights of the “Israel’s State of Climate Tech 2021” report:
Israel is at the top of the list of G20 countries operating in the fields 
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Covid-19, Hard Questions, and My Father TEDDY WEINBERGER
© 2021, Teddy Weinberger

In September, the New York Times published a guest editorial 
entitled: “Hard Covid-19 questions we’re not asking.” The editorial 
focused on the fact that, unlike in America, children in Britain are not 
required to wear masks in schools. Though obviously Britain cares 
about its children, there “the risks of transmission without masks were 
considered acceptable.” In general, the editorial asked policy makers 
to think about whether the goal is “zero spread” or “to minimize severe 
disease.” Yes, as we head to the second anniversary of the outbreak of 
the pandemic, it’s finally dawning on policy makers what my father 
could have told them right from the beginning: Do not 
allow your societies to be tyrannized by “just to be on 
the safe side” (JTBOTSS). 

My father missed the pandemic by a few months, 
passing away at the age of 89 at the end of October 2019. 
Had he been around and had he the ear of the world’s 
heads of state, he would have urged them to ask the hard questions 
right from day one. My father was deeply suspicious of JTBOTSS, and 
he rejected medical procedures that were recommended to him in that 
vein. On several occasions, when a hospital wanted to keep my father 
for observation after treatment, he checked himself out of the hospital 
AMA (Against Medical Advice). 

JTBOTSS means that once a precautionary tool, test, or device is 
suggested it must be adopted. Why? Because there are no penalties 
for acting according to JTBOTSS—only punishments for not doing 
so. For example, at the start of the pandemic there were widespread 
predictions that Israel would need thousands of respirators, and 
hospitals hastily did their best to acquire as many as they could—
though it turned out that the need never rose above several hundred for 
the entire country. Another example: At the beginning of the pandemic, 

there were scary public-service 
ads in Israel showing how the 
virus spreads from surfaces. The 
virus was depicted as a glowing 
red blob, going from door handle, 
to coat, to elevator button, to 
water glass. 

The time, effort, and money 
spent on disinfecting surfaces 

was significant--and, as we later 
learned, basically unnecessary. 
But where was the comeuppance 
for those scientists who argued 
for disinfecting surfaces or who 
predicted a need for thousands of 
respirators? There was none. The 
waste of resources in the various 
surface-disinfection efforts 
and unnecessary respirator 
purchases, however, had social 
costs: There were less funds 
for social services, which led to 
program cuts, which typically 

lead to increased poverty as well as a rise in 
crime and domestic violence. If an individual 
wants to take precautions JTBOTSS, 
then that’s their decision, but when such 
precautions are taken on behalf of society at 
large, it should be clear what the costs are for 
those precautions. 

Interestingly, Israel is as guilty as other 
countries in practicing JTBOTSS during 
the coronavirus. One might have 
expected Israel to behave differently. After all, during terror 
situations Israel does not act JTBOTSS. Two decades ago, for 
example, in the Second Intifada, when Jerusalem city buses were 
exploding with an alarming frequency, I had several children riding 
those busses on a daily basis. Where was someone to propose that 

the government take it upon itself to operate school busses during the 
crisis, JTBOTSS? Ah, but with terror things are different. With terror, 
our enemy has a face and an address--and because one of the key goals 
of terror is to disrupt everyday life, we will not let the terrorists win. On 
the other hand, the coronavirus may be alive, but it has no personality. 
Because of this, we can engage in JTBOTSS without appearing to be 
“giving in” to the virus. 

Make no mistake: Getting vaccinated is acting with prudence and 
not JTBOTSS. My father was a strong supporter of science, and he 
would have been impressed by the scientifically proven success of 
the vaccines. While he would have been dismayed by such JTBOTSS 
mandates here as masking indoors even amongst the fully vaccinated, 
he would have needed just one choice word to describe the anti-
vaxxers: “whackos.” L’Chayim! 

JTBOTSS
Just to be on the safe side

of cultivated meat, irrigation systems, precision agriculture and water 
desalination.

More than 560 private investment entities, mostly foreign venture 
capital funds, invested a total of $2.97 billion in Israeli climate 
companies between 2018 and 2020.

The total investments in the first half of 2021 amounted to 40% of 
the total investments in the three previous years.

The Israeli government, led by the IIA, invested $280 million in 
climate startups from 2018 to 2020.

Of 200 surveyed Israeli climate companies, 72% said their most 
significant challenge is securing funding. This is partly due to a lack of 
any single Israeli investment entity dedicated to this field. And most of 
the largest global climate-tech funds have not invested in Israel thus 
far.

Nevertheless, the future appears bright for Israel’s climate-tech 
ecosystem.

“An AI-driven analysis of global climate innovations identifies 
Israel’s competitive advantage in comparison to other climate 
innovation ecosystems around the world,” the report’s authors write.

ISRAELI CONT. FROM PG 14

Mahar.’ An outdoor sculpture demands 
attention just as a language creates 
attention,” Turkenich told Haaretz, 
referring to the sculpture featured in 
the Israel pavilion. “El Mahar” means 
“toward tomorrow.”

Turkenich was first inspired to 
create the writing system by her 
uprbinging in Haifa, one of Israel’s 
most integrated cities where Jews 
and Palestinians mix frequently 
and where Arabic is ubiquitous. But 
Turkenich realized that she tended to 
ignore that language, which she didn’t 
understand, and automatically paying 
attention to the Hebrew which she did.

When she read an article by a 19th 
century French ophthalmologist who 
wrote that only the top half of Latin letters were actually needed in 
order to understand what they said, she decided to test the theory on 
Hebrew. She found that it was actually only the bottom halves of the 
letters that were needed in Hebrew. In Arabic, luckily, it was the top 
halves that were necessary.

By combining the top halves of the Arabic characters and the 

WARMING CONT FROM PG 6
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bottoms of the Hebrew ones, 
Turkenich created Aravrit. While 
the script isn’t widely available 
for use as a downloadable font, 
Turkenich has used the script 
to design jewelry and ceramic 
dishes. And now the massive 
sculpture — more than 40 feet 
long and 16 feet tall — that forms 
the centerpiece of the Israel 
pavilion.

“Both Hebrew and Arabic have 
incredible histories. I believe 
Aravrit sends a message that 
we’re both here, and we might 
as well acknowledge each other,” 
Turkenich told JTA. “That applies 
to Jews and Arab Israelis, but also 
to Israel and the Palestinians and 
Israel and the Arab world.”

Israel’s pavilion at the 2020 World Expo in Dubai includes a sculpture 
featuring Aravrit, a script that combines Hebrew and Arabic. (AFP via 
Getty Images)
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