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Heading to a warmer climate?
When you forget to let us know you will be heading to Florida 

or wherever you go to stay warm over the winter months, the USPS 
charges the Jewish Leader 69 cents for each paper returned to us 
labeled Temporarily Away.

To keep our database current please contact Mimi or Jenn at 
860-442-8062 or at office@jfec.com and let us know when you 
are leaving, when you are returning, and whether you would like to 
receive the paper while you are away.

Thank you for your thoughtfulness.

SUPPORT CONT. ON PG 13

ORCHARD CONT. ON PG 13

Start Fresh is resettling two Afghan families in the greater New 
London-Norwich area. As this edition of the Leader goes to press the 
first family is scheduled to arrive Friday, Oct. 22. The Jewish Federation 
will be loaning its two vans to Start Fresh volunteers to drive to New 
Haven to pick up this young family of four. Their new home will be in 
New London.

If you would like to support Start Fresh in their resettlement 
efforts you can go to their website www.startfreshct.org for more 
information.

Your support can include volunteering to drive the family to 
doctors’ appointments, the grocery store, to school, tutoring the family 
in English, and helping the parents secure employment to name just 
a few opportunities. If you are a professional, you can donate your 
services – medical, dental, legal. 

If a check is your preferred method to help Start Fresh and these 
new families, make it payable to Start Fresh New London and mail to 
76 Federal Street, New London, 06320.

If you have questions, please contact Myra Gipstein, a current Start 
Fresh volunteer, by email at myrag.456@gmail.com or 860-912-
3656. Start Fresh is a volunteer driven organization, so any help is 
appreciated.

First Afghan family 
 arrives Oct. 22

By Simone Lerner
This past Sunday, October 17, Yachad BBYO 

had an amazing event full of fall fun! It was a 
joint event with the Jewish Federation sponsored 
Junior Youth Group, which is fifth through eighth 
grade and the Federation sponsored Yachad 
BBYO Teens. After religious school, the Yachad 
teens and juniors met at the Temple Emanu-
El parking lot. Our V.P. of Programming, Bayla 
McCaffrey, led us through an icebreaker, so 
everyone could feel comfortable, begin to get to 
know each other better and learn any unfamiliar 
names. This really helped new people see the 
warm and welcoming community Yachad is and 
put the juniors at ease as well. 

After this icebreaker, we split up into two 
groups for a couple of short activities. One of the 
activities was, again, led by Bayla and related to 
Sukkot. We had a Sukkah building competition 
using edible things, like graham crackers, frosting, 
and other various sweets for decoration. Bayla 

judged our Sukkot (plural for Sukkah) based on different categories, 
and everyone had a lot of fun building and then, getting to eat our tasty 
creations. The other activity was a Pumpkin Relay Race run by our V.P. 
of Jewish Programming, Max Frischling. This gave everyone a bit of 
exercise and fun and was a great team-building activity. 

The main attraction of the event came next ‒ a trip to Holmberg 
Orchards. Marcia Reinhard, our Advisor, and other chaperones, 
including Tammy Kaye - parent, Russ Sheikowitz - parent, Russ’ 
partner Jennifer Stoddard and JFEC Community Services Coordinator, 
Carly Luft all drove us to the orchard in Gales Ferry. When we arrived, 
we had sandwiches, salads or apple crisps for lunch which were mostly 
ordered in advance. Some people also bought apple cider donuts and 
apple cider slushies, which are Holmberg specialties. After eating, we 
split into smaller groups and went through the corn maze. Next, we 
went on a tractor ride to the orchard, which brought us right to the 
front of the apple trees. We each got a small bag for apple picking, and 
everyone was able to pick from a variety of apples, like Macoun, Gala, 
and others. The orchards are beautiful and so was the weather! It was 
a perfect day for apple picking.

After picking our apples, our afternoon outing was almost done. 
The last part of the event was an opportunity to pick out and buy 
pumpkins. There were a ton of different sizes and shapes to choose 

Enjoying fall fun  
at the orchard

Yachad BBYO member Anna Goldfarb giving her 
thumbs up on some of the Sukkot that were made 
by the kids prior to leaving  Holmberg Orchards. See 
page 8-9 for additional photos.

The last several issues of the Leader have featured articles that make 
a case for giving to the Jewish Federation’s 2021-22 Annual Campaign. 
This issue is no different. The October 22 issue features activities of 
the Federation’s Youth Services -- the PJ Library, Junior Youth Group, 
and Yachad BBYO. These groups are supported in part with your 

campaign donations. Jewish 
Community High School also 
comes under the umbrella 
of Youth Services and has 
just begun its fall session on 
October 18. Programming and 
services under JFEC auspices 

are designed to bring Jewish youth together, enhance their Jewish 
identity, and create new and enduring friendships. 

Read the article by Yachad BBYO member Simone Lerner on this 
page and look at photos on pages 8-10 and see the future of our 
Jewish community coming together as they participate in Federation 
sponsored activities.

Whether you are a repeat giver or a first-time giver, know that 
your gifts either by check or credit card are critical in continuing the 
important work of the Federation.

Make your checks payable to JFEC and remit to 28 Channing St., 
New London, 06320 or go to JFEC.com to make your donation.

For those who have not sent in their contribution, please give 
generously. We need more because we are helping more.

If you’re unable to give what you’d like, then please give what you 
can – every pledge helps support the people and communities that so 
deeply need it.

Say “Yes” to youth programming by sending in your 2021-22 Annual 
Campaign donation by November 1. Make a difference. Support our 
youth.

Make a difference.  
Support our youth.

By Ron Kampeas, JTA
Yair Lapid got what he wanted 

out of his Washington visit: the 
word “every,” instead of “other.”

During Israeli Prime Minister 
Naftali Bennett’s first meeting 
with President Biden in August, 
Bennett was happy with what he 
heard: the American president, 
despite his desire to rejoin the 
Iran nuclear deal, said that if 
Iran does not engage in good 
faith diplomacy with the nations 
involved in the deal, the U.S. 
would consider “other options” 
in getting Iran to curb its nuclear 
ambitions.

It was a sign that Israel and 
U.S. Democrats, long far apart 
in their opinions on how to best 
contain Iran, were coming closer 
together. 

Lapid, on his official trip as 
foreign minister in Washington, 

Israel has 
been longing  
to hear this 
word from 

the U.S.

ISRAEL CONT. ON PG 12
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Candle Lighting for Eastern CT area

Energy Saving  
Windows & Doors! 

Order Factory Direct! 

Vinyl Replacement &  
New Construction Windows 

          Storm Windows & Commercial Aluminum 

Professional Installation Available 

Railings & Fences of Many Styles 

860.848.9258 • www.alltimemfg.com 

Since 1946 

44726

 Diamonds  ❖  Watches  ❖  Crystal
 Fine Contemporary & Antique Jewelry

 Custom Jewelry Design  ❖  Expert Jewelry & Watch Repair
 Estate Jewelry Bought & Sold

 262 Boston Post Road • Utopia Centre 
 Waterford, CT • (860) 442-4391

 Monday - Thursday 10:00-6:00  ❖  Friday 10:00-7:00  ❖  Saturday 10:00-4:00

 Since 1919 Southeastern Connecticut’s Oldest and Most Respected Jewelers

Fall is here ! See what’s going on with Lunch and Kibbitz
It is starting to get colder and the trees are changing colors . Come 

join us for a home cooked meal and the best part - it is cooked by DONA 
Casey!!!! For this season we are going to have our senior hot lunch in 
the Meeting Room of the Waterford Public Library. Enjoy a monthly 
movie day while seeing old friends and making some new ones. 

TVCCA is once again providing the food for all the lunches. A 
donation of $3 is suggested. You may pay at the door using cash or 
make your check payable to JFEC. 

Lunch and Kibbitz
The deadline to reserve your meal will be the Thursday before the 

luncheon by 12:00 noon. 
All events will take place in the MEETING ROOM at the Waterford 

Public Library, 49 Rope Ferry Rd, Waterford, CT 06385 beginning at 
12:00 pm on MONDAYS (note start time).

November 8: We will be serving Roasted Chicken with Sweet 
Potato Fries and Green Beans. 

After lunch we will be having popcorn and candy for the movie  
“The Road to Hollywood” featuring Bing 
Crosby. Film director Bud Pollard appears 
on screen to tell us of Bing Crosby’s rise to 
fame, using scenes from four early Crosby 
shorts to illustrate his fictional biography.

November 15: Lunch will be Tuna Grinders 
with lettuce and tomato. On the side will be 
Sweet Potato Fries and a Cucumber and Tomato 
Salad.  

November Senior Connections

After lunch activity will be 
UNO. It is the classic card 
game that’s easy to pick up 
and impossible to put down! 
Players take turns matching 
a card in their hand with the 
current card shown on top 
of the deck either by color 
or number. Special action 
cards deliver game-changing 
moments as they help you 
defeat your opponents.

November 22: Lunch will 
be Herb Roasted Salmon with 
a side of Rice Pilaf and Mixed 
Vegetables. 

After lunch we will be 

November 2021 Senior Connections Activities 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1. 
 

2. 3. 4. 
12 noon 
deadline to 
sign up for 
Nov. 8 lunch 

5. 6.  

7. 8. 
Roasted Chicken 
Followed by Movie  
 

9. 10. 11. 
12 noon 
deadline to 
sign up for 
Nov. 15 lunch 

12. 13. 

14.  15.  
Tuna Grinders  
followed by UNO  

16. 
 

17. 18. 
12 noon 
deadline to 
sign up for 
Nov. 22 lunch 

19. 20. 

21. 22. 
Herb Roasted 
Salmon followed 
by Mah Jongg  

23. 24. 
Deadline to 
reserve spot for 
Café NV 12:00 

25. 
Thanksgiving  

26. 27. 

28. 
First night of 
Hanukkah 

29. 
Trip to Café NV  30.  Reservations 

required.  
Please call 
Carly @ (860) 
444-6333 

All Kosher Hot 
Lunches (KHL) 
begin @ 12:00. 

Suggested 
donation is 
$3.00 

JFEC office is closed 

playing Mah Jongg. It is a game of 
Chinese origin usually played by four 
persons with 144 tiles that are drawn 
and discarded until one player secures a 
winning hand.
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“We need to keep our faith.” 
Since joining Congregation Beth El last summer, I’ve met 
some amazing people and have seen greater 
participation as time goes on. During this time of COVID 
our congregation is more active than ever mostly through 
the safety of online and offers a wide variety of 
options for everyone.  – Rabbi Earl Kideckel

SERVICES
• Daily Minyan
• Shabbat Services
• Holidays
COMMUNITY PROGRAMS
• Educational Presentations
• Talks by local speakers
• Lunch & Learn with the Rabbi
SOCIAL EVENTS
• Distanced Gatherings
• Musical Events
• Curbside Meal Offerings
• Schmooze Before & After Zoom Events

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME! 
860.442.0418 • bethel-nl.org

5 inches wide X 4 inches deep

By Iris Freeman
I have begun taking orders for your 2022 NMJL Mahjongg Cards. 

The price is the same as last year: $9 for Standard and $10 for Large 
Size.

Please send checks to Temple Emanu-El, P.O. Box 288, Waterford, 
CT 06385, made out to Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood. 

If you have ordered from me in the past, and your address and email 
are the same, then all I need is your check and #/size of cards desired.

The NMJL donates back a portion of the card price to us as a 
fundraiser, although the cost to you is exactly the same. Thanks to all 
of you and especially to those who collected extra orders from their 
friends, groups, and relatives, for helping to sustain this fundraising 
activity. The cards can be mailed directly to the recipient so feel free to 
include orders for players from other parts of the country.

Cards will be mailed from the NMJL in late March to begin use April 
1, 2022. If you are a snowbird, please indicate to which address you 
want your card mailed. 

If you collect for a group of people, you can either provide their 
individual addresses, have all the cards go to you, or a combination. 
If you provide their individual addresses, then they will receive the 
annual NMJL newsletter with their card. 

I must submit my orders to the NMJL in January, and once my 
deadline passes, I cannot order more cards as part of this Sisterhood 
fundraiser. 

If you have any questions, please contact Iris Freeman at ifree-
gang@aol.com or 860-460-3081.

2022 Mah Jongg  
Cards Orders

Tuesday nights, October 26, 2021 at 7:15 PM 
with Rav Jeremy Schwartz

As Faye Ringel recently quipped, “the Jews are the oldest book club 
in the world, and they’ve only read one book!”  That’s not quite right, 
but we’ve poured a lot of attention into the Torah and the rest of the 
Jewish Bible, the Tanakh, and have developed a lot of wonderful ways 
of approaching it.  

This class will start with the basics – What’s in the Tanakh, anyway? 
– and make its way through a history of approaches to reading and 
interpreting it, especially reading and interpreting the Torah.  We’ll 
learn how to read the Bible like a classical rabbi, a philosopher, a 
commentator, a mystic, a seeker, and more.  All the while becoming 
more and more familiar with “what’s in there anyway,” and more 
importantly, “why does it matter.?”

The class will definitely run through December, but we’ll leave it 
open-ended to see how long we think we need and how long we want 
to keep going.  It will likely go through January, and maybe February.  
The first meeting will be on Zoom and the class will determine whether 
or not to stay there.

Please RSVP to Jackie at office@templebnaiisrael.org to be added 
to the class roster and get more information/Zoom links! 

Seven Jewish ways to read  
the Bible, an Introduction

By Rabbi Julius Rabinowitz
The Scholar-in-Residence series being presented by the rabbis of 

some of the local synagogues continues Tuesday, October 26, 7:00 
PM on the ZOOM platform, with Dr. Simcha Raphael’s resumption 
of his series of presentations and discussions on Jewish Views of 
the Afterlife. In this session Dr. Raphael will be providing both the 
historical and contemporary Jewish perspectives on what happens 
after we breathe our last. 

Today many are unaware of traditional Jewish wisdom on life 
after death. This presentation explores Judaism’s afterlife teachings, 
including those within Jewish mysticism, and the practical relevance 
of these teachings in dealing with the human encounter with death.

Dr. Raphael, or Reb Simcha as he likes to be called, was ordained 
as a Rabbinic Pastor by Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi, and he 
received a doctorate in Psychology from the California Institute of 
Integral Studies. He has written extensively on the topics of death, 
bereavement, and the afterlife, including his groundbreaking volume, 
Jewish Views of the Afterlife, first published in 1994, and recently 
issued in its third edition this past year. 

Reb Simcha is the Founding Director of the DA’AT Institute for 
Death Awareness, Advocacy and Training. He has served as Adjunct 
Professor in Religion at LaSalle University, and Temple University, and 
is on the Faculty of the Art of Dying Institute of the New York Open 
Center. 

The evening’s presentation will last about an hour and a half and 
Reb Simcha warmly invites you to participate in the conversation.

Members of the five local synagogues presenting this set of 
programs: Congregation Ahavath Achim, Congregation Beth El, Beth 
Jacob Synagogue, Temple Bnai Israel, and Temple Emanu-El, will be 
receiving the link information from their respective rabbis. If you are 
not a member of those synagogues and would like to receive a link to 
this evening’s event, please contact Rabbi Julius Rabinowitz of Beth 
Jacob Synagogue (ravjulius@gmail.com) and he will provide the link 
for you.

Funding for this series has been generously provided by the 
• Church and Allen/Labenski Funeral Homes, Norwich; 
• Manchester Funeral Home, Manchester; and 
• Thomas L. Neilan & Sons Funeral Homes, New London and 

Continuation of Jewish Afterlife 
Scholar-in-Residence Series

Niantic.
Come here one of the leading 

experts on how we view end of 
life issues and afterlife rewards. 
Discussion to follow! 

And please note Reb 
Simcha’s final presentation 
in this series on Sunday, 
November 14, 7:00 PM, during 
which he will talk about Jewish 
sacred burial, and tracing the 
practice through the Biblical 
references to Machpelah and 
Joseph’s bones, medieval Hevra 
Kaddisha to contemporary 
America. 

mailto:ifreegang@aol.com
mailto:ifreegang@aol.com
mailto:office@templebnaiisrael.org
mailto:ravjulius@gmail.com
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By Marc Bokoff
Jewish travel has an allure for many of us. Some are drawn to 

our people’s history, both uplifting and tragic. Others are curious to 
explore Jewish traditions from all corners of the globe. There are those 
for whom travel is simply a joy and a Jewish component enhances an 

already enriching experience. Whether we are observant, traditional, 
or secular, it is interesting to discover our roots or learn about our 
heritage around the world.

Over the last several decades, the number of destinations and 
itineraries for Jewish travel have ballooned. At one time, Israel was 
the focus of Jewish travel, and the Jewish State remains a nexus for 
discovering our heritage. Whether on individual or group trips, 
focused missions or for “volun-tourism”, Israel has an incredible array 
of sites to see and experiences to have.

For those with Ashkenazi heritage, Eastern and Central Europe 
may be of particular interest. There is much to see and discover in 
these countries. Family history trips are of interest to some who have 
gotten into genealogy, others 
prefer to visit historical sites, 
there are those who opt to 
make Holocaust remembrance 
pilgrimages; there is so much to 
see and do. 

In more recent years, travel 
to Sephardic countries and 
more exotic lands has become 
popular. Morocco, Spain, India 
and Central Asia have seen 
an uptick in Jewish tourism. 
Undoubtedly, there will be more 
opportunities for Jewish travel 
as time goes on.

Jewish group travel is a 
great way to ensure that your 
trip meets or exceeds your 
expectations. After finding an 
itinerary and group that matches your interests, the most important 
aspect of the trip is ensuring you have top notch, experienced guides 
and tour managers. These people ensure safety, access to hidden gems 
in the destination(s), and passionate explanations and stories that 
make your experience unforgettable.

With 30 years of travel planning experience, Bokoff Tours & Travel 
has put together two very different Jewish travel experiences that are 
scheduled to take place in 2022. The Eastern Connecticut community 
is invited to join us to experience Budapest, Vienna & Prague in July 
and Jewish Cuba…and Beyond in November.

Budapest, Vienna & Prague  
(12 days/10 nights from July 6-17, 2022) 

This will be an unbelievable journey into the past and present-

The Wandering/Traveling Jew
day experience of Jews in the 
Central European cities of 
Budapest, Vienna and Prague. 
Our focus will be on history, 

learning about many centuries 
of thriving Jewish life in this 
part of Europe, the vibrant 
and rich communities of the 
area, and how the Holocaust 
impacted the Jews and their 
communities. 

Synagogues, cemeteries, 
museums, memorials, and 
more will fill much of our 
time, but there will be stops 
along the way to take in the 
breath-taking architecture 
and cultural icons around us. 
In Budapest, we will see the 
stunning Parliament Building, 
Heroes Square and City Park 
in addition to having time to 
visit areas of personal interest. 
Vienna’s State Opera, Imperial 

Palace, French Gardens, and 
Prater Amusement House are 
on our tour as is Figarohaus, 
Mozart’s apartment. On the way 
to Prague we will visit Cesky 
Krumlov, a UNESCO site, and once 
we arrive in the Czech Republic 
our tour will include the famed 
astronomical clock, the Strahov 
Monastery Library, and Hradcany 
Castle.

This trip will have us staying 
in 5-star accommodations 
throughout and will include 
daily breakfasts and six dinners. 
Porterage and entrance fees 
are also included. Our fantastic 
journey will be led by Rabbi 
Stuart Altshuler, formerly of Beth 
Jacob Synagogue in Norwich and 
most recently a rabbi in London, 
England. Rabbi Altshuler’s 
colleagues in Budapest and 
Prague will make it possible for 
us to visit these communities and 

Budapest Parliament building.

meet locals who will warmly welcome us and educate us about how it 
is to live as Jews in that part of the world.

Jewish Cuba…and Beyond  
(6 days/5 nights from November 3-8, 2022) 

This trip will take us to Havana, once home to an active community 
with a mixture of Sephardic and Ashkenazi Jews. We will meet some 
community leaders and visit the capital’s three synagogues, the Jewish 
cemetery, Holocaust memorial, and even Meyer Lansky’s old resort, 
the Riviera Hotel & Casino. We have planned an extra-special Shabbat 
dinner with members of Havana’s Temple Beth Sholom. One afternoon 
we will participate in an outreach project at the Jewish community’s 
Senior Center. 

Beyond the Jewish sites in Havana, we will have unparalleled 
experiences that offer a flavor of Cuba. From a vintage car ride (with 
complimentary photo shoot!), to a cigar factory visit, to Hemingway’s 
Finca Vigia, to a 
private rum tasting, 
we see much of 
what Havana has 
to offer. We will 
meet Havana’s City 
Planner and Chief 
Architect, enjoy 
VIP access to the 
Cuban Art Factory, 
take in private 
performances by 
the Habana Compas 
Dance troupe and 
a renowned jazz 
trio, and tour Las 
Terrazas, a UNESCO 
Biosphere Reserve. 

This trip 
includes 5-star 
accommodations, all 
meals, tours, visas, 
a i r - c o n d i t i o n e d 
transportation in 
Cuba, and entry fees. 
Most importantly, 
this trip was 
designed by and will 
be led by top-rated 
Cuban travel experts 
who have guided Jewish groups for many years and who will ensure a 
great trip for all guests.

There is still time to reserve your place on either (or both!) of these 
Jewish heritage trips. For more information, contact Marc Bokoff at 
Marc@BookThatEscape.com or call 860-608-6095.

Strahov Library in Prague.

Astronomical Clock in Prague.

Theresienstadt Concentration Camp.

mailto:Marc@BookThatEscape.com
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    By  

Artie
  Dean

The Right of Return

Direct: 860-443-4400   Cell: 860-625-5255 
Email: Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com 
Website: www.CallTheHouseman.com 

Blog: CTHouseMan.com 

ON THE BAY 

FOR ALL YOUR  
REAL ESTATE NEEDS 

Amongst my friends, thoughts of children and grandchildren is 
often uppermost in our mind. Folks of my generation fled the cities (I 
left New York City to settle in New London in 1981) for the charms of 
the suburbs and smaller communities. Our children reversed that trend 
with most of the next generation leaving Southeastern Connecticut, 
moving to Boston, or New York, or God forbid, Los Angeles. 

I grew up in the Washington Heights neighborhood near the George 
Washington Bridge in a small apartment. 
Leaving for the fresh air and quieter life of 
New London made a lot of sense back then, 
and when I arrived with my wife, Barbara, 
and 6-month-old son there where throngs of 
like-minded couples living here with similar 
histories, who had made the decision to seek 
opportunity in our area. 

Fast forward 30 or 40 years. The trend 
of leaving the big cities in the northeast has 
reversed. 

The pandemic may have changed that 
calculus. A trickle of families began fleeing the 
cities for the suburbs and smaller cities when 
COVID first struck. Many properties have 
been purchased in our area as second homes. 
People who started working remotely from home a year and a half ago, 
at the start of the pandemic, are realizing they can live anywhere.

Which brings me to two families with ties to the New London 
area, who left the area, but came back in the last two years: Isaac and 
Rebecca Brody, and Dan and Emily Radin. 

Rebecca, (daughter of Alan and Miriam Greenwald) and Isaac, 
(son of Paul and Heidi Brody) lived in New York City with their two 
sons. They spent the first year of the pandemic renting a home near 
the beach in New London. They considered moving to West Hartford, 
but in the end chose to buy a home to be closer to family and the 
beaches of New London. Isaac and Rebecca have their own marketing 
company, Socialike, and although many of their clients are outside of 
Connecticut they can work remotely while raising their children here.

Rebecca attended the Solomon Schechter School. Isaac’s parents 
lived on Long Island but spent many a summer in New London where 
Heidi grew up. 

Dan Radin, (son of Larry and Ruth Radin) always thought he’d like 
to come back to the area. He studied at the Berklee College of Music 

and went into the business 
end of the music industry. He’s 
lived in New Jersey, Boston, Los 
Angeles, New York, Chicago, and 
Stamford, where he met Emily. 
They initially lived in Stamford, 
then traveled long-term, before 
moving to Asheville, NC. After 
starting, Auxbus, a podcast 
software company, he and Emily 
had a little girl, Ada, and decided 
to move back to Waterford where 
Dan grew up.  

I interviewed Dan and Isaac 
over zoom for this article. They 
both found that home ownership 
was much more affordable in 
Southeastern CT. They both 

realized they could continue 
working remotely and live here. 
And they are both committed 
to making an impact on their 
community.

Isaac recently organized a 
paddleboard racing event, “The 
New London Cup,” for charity in 
New London which was a huge 
success despite threatening 
weather. The money raised will 
go to teach kids to swim. He has 
spoken to me several times with 
ideas to revitalize New London. 
He’d love to bring young Jewish 
couples to our area. You can 
see him all summer paddling or 
fishing near Guthrie Beach in 
New London. He and Rebecca 
have their roots firmly planted 
in Waterford now in a new home 
off Jordan Cove. They want to 
see more collaborative efforts 
between the synagogues of 
the area and are sending their 
children to Hebrew School at 
Emanu-El. They are committed 
to the area and are encouraged to 
find other young Jewish couples 
giving their children a Jewish 
education. I’ve known Rebecca 
and her family her entire life and 
I trust she and Isaac will be a 
great addition to our community. 
Plus, their parents are kvelling to 
have them in town.

Dan Radin has been very 

active in local government since returning. He was appointed to a 
vacant seat on the RTM (Representative Town Meeting) of Waterford 
by the First Selectman and now heads their Economic Development 
Committee. Dan is currently running for the RTM for District 4. He is 
bright, articulate, and committed to making our community a better 
place to live and work. So remember to vote on November 4!!

I asked Dan to expound on his ideas for economic development. He 
mentioned the concept of Economic Gardening. Many cities attempt 
to lure a big company to their area using large tax incentives, hoping 
that one big employer could solve all their problems. Too often, the 
businesses stay until their tax breaks run out, then move somewhere 
else. Dan believes we would be better served by helping small 
businesses grow and encouraging start-ups to choose our area. That 
would drive new businesses to our shores, instead of praying for an 
Amazon or a Google to settle in our midst—a definite longshot.

Interestingly, Dan mentioned that the Crystal Mall, which has fallen 
on hard times, might be ripe for redevelopment. While it might be 
intriguing to think that a huge company like Amazon could use the 

Mall as a distribution center, a more 
likely scenario would be a mixed use in 
which stores, services, and residential 
housing coexist and benefit each other. 

 
***

Like so many other families I arrived 
here in the early 80’s, and felt the area 
was thriving. At that time where my 
children would eventually settle was the 
last thing on my mind. The synagogues 
were growing in those days with Bar 
Mitzvahs weekly. The Hebrew school 
and nursery were bursting at the seams. 
The Solomon Schechter School was 
expanding and at one point enrollment 
hovered near one hundred. On the 

employment front, EB, Pfizer, and the Underwater Sound Lab were 
growing, bringing new families to Southeastern Connecticut. The 
Crystal Mall was built. Captain’s Walk, a pedestrian mall, (remember 
that?) was the showcase for a revitalized New London.

I always imagined that New London was poised to become another 
Mystic, with eclectic shops, trendy restaurants, and hordes of tourists 
packing the streets of downtown. Cruise ships began visiting our 
shore, docking at the State or City Piers. I felt my choice to settle in 
Connecticut would be recognized by my children as one of the brilliant 
decisions of all time. I never thought that once they were adults, 
they might find New York or Boston, cities I left behind, to be more 
attractive. 

The saga of the Radins and the Brodys illustrate how things can 
change given the right circumstances. It may be a trickle at first, but 
the benefits of our area could encourage young families, just now 
beginning to raise their children, to consider relocating. If businesses 
increasingly allow employees to work remotely, the greater New 
London area could be poised for a renaissance. With most of my 
generation either retired or approaching retirement, wouldn’t it be 
nice to stick around long enough to see that happen?

Federation Book Talks+ presents
Ruth Behar, author of Letters from Cuba

Sunday, October 24 @ 11:00 am

Book Talks+ is a series of talks about Jews and lesser known 
cultural enlightenments. Book Talks + is thrilled to welcome Ruth 
Behar, author of An Island Called Home, and her new novel, Letters 
from Cuba, inspired by her maternal grandmother’s immigrant story. 

Ruth Behar is a Cuban-American anthropologist and writer. Her 
work includes academic studies, as well as poetry, memoir, and 
literary fiction. As an anthropologist, she has argued for the open 
adoption and acknowledgement of the subjective nature of research 
and participant-observers.

The Zoom link for the event is below and check out the video teaser!
Meeting ID: 899 4828 5445      Passcode: 060045
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Contact John Murphy jem1219@atlanticbb.net or 
office@tewaterford.org or request at:

Temple Emanu-El P.O. Box 288 Waterford, CT 06385
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Memories
By Geoff Hausmann

No matter what you do, you create 
a memory, and many people share the 
memory by handing pictures around their 
home. Another thing people want to remember is how their children 
have grown over the years.

In my household there is a growth chart that is on the wall in my 
bedroom that shows how tall my boys were at each physical. It also 
includes how tall Johnny was at age 6 as he wanted to be included 
on the chart. I have seen many people have a special wall that keep 
track of their children growth and yesterday, I opened a closet door 
and there it was on the side of the door.

Why is a small thing like a growth chart a good thing to see? I have 
been asked many times what is the difference of a house versus a home? 
I always respond that it is an easy answer - LOVE! The interesting thing 
is that buyers like to check out the pictures. I have had buyers respond, 
I know this person and now I cannot put in a low offer.

The interesting thing is that a home normally brings in more money 
and sells quicker. Viewing the owner’s pictures of the family actually 
makes the buyer just feel more comfortable. When the buyer is able to 
see all the family’s memories, they think what kind of memories they 
are going to have in this home.

Talking about memories, I wanted to share two pictures I saw in 
people’s homes recently.

This is a picture of an old 
refrigerator. The top section is 
where the big ice block would 
be stored.

This family stated it had 
been used while they owned 
the home, but no longer. This 
refrigerator was built into the 
wall. This was the first time I 
saw one in a home.

This tub was put in prior 
to the walls being built. The 
interesting thing is that the 
older bathtubs did not have a 
shower option, so this family 
decided to create a shower 
option. Did you notice the pot 

on the wall?
When a buyer 

walks into your home, 
they are using the 10 
second rule. Basically, 
the buyer will get an 
opinion of your home 
as they enter it. The 
seller’s responsibility 
is to get the buyer 
to want to continue 
looking. The perfect 
way is allowing the 
buyer to observe some 
of your memories.

Please remember 
you can search for 
homes at www.
CallTheHouseMan.
com. Do you have a 
question about real 
estate? 

Advice/responses will be made by: Geoff Hausmann, RE/MAX on 
the Bay, 860-443-4400, Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com.

Realtor Corner
By Jerusalem Post Staff, Zev Stub

Global e-commerce giant Amazon is making free shipping to Israel 
cheaper, slashing its minimum value requirement from $65 to just 
$49.

Only certain items 
are eligible for free 
shipping and they are 
clearly marked on the 
site. No guidance has 
been provided as to 
how long the promotion 
will last.

The reduction 
marks a return to the 
policy set in November 
2019, when Amazon 
first announced free 
shipping to Israel for 
purchases of at least 
$49. Immediately, it 
sparked a commercial revolution because Amazon was able to sell 
thousands of products more cheaply than local stores and Israelis 
began buying almost everything online, including clothing, electronics, 
food and even toilet paper.

However, that all ended abruptly in March 2020 when the 
coronavirus pandemic wreaked havoc on global shipping channels 
and forced Amazon to cancel the benefit.

Deliveries to Israel were canceled completely during the early 

Amazon to provide free shipping in Israel
days of the pandemic, although 
later last summer sales to Israel 
were restored but with longer 
and more expensive shipping 
options. Shipping times to Israel 
have now returned to closer to 
pre-pandemic levels.

Free shipping returned 
in August 2021, but only for 
purchases of at least $65.

Shopping online is a favorite 
for Israelis, and it has long been 
common for new immigrants 
to order online and have the 
packages sent to a relative abroad 
to be picked up or delivered on an 
upcoming visit. For many Israelis, 
free delivery to their homes in 
Israel represents an international 
level of luxury.

Israelis are avid shoppers 
on international shopping sites 
such as Ali Express and Next, 
but the quality and variety 
of international products on 
Amazon is generally considered 
to be better.

Amazon packages awaiting dispatch 
(photo credit: PASCAL ROSSIGNOL/
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Hadassah Eastern CT
We’d love to hear from you. 
Please feel free to call or write.

● President: Karen Bloustine bloustinek@gmail.com
860-326-6377

● Membership: Moira Ross moira29ross@hotmail.com
● Donations: Treas. Vicki Seroussi 2 Mitchell Ct 

Norwich, CT 06360
● Cards/Certificates: Kim Fischburg kimfischburg@gmail.com

860-608-9223

   Follow us on Facebook  

Hadassah News

IMAGERY CONT. ON PG 13

President’s Message
by Karen Bloustine

Hadassah Magazine is a treasure. 
Each edition has wonderful 
summaries and recommendations of 
books on themes of Jewish history, 
culture, humor, literature, the arts, 
and so much more.

The One Book concept creates a 
nationwide Hadassah book club that 
can come together to discuss a new 
book with the author in an interview 
and dialogue format on Zoom.

On October 28, you will be able to 
look into the world of a remarkable piece of writing by Judy Batalion - 
on a remarkable period and about 
remarkable women during the 
Holocaust whose stories have been 
largely overlooked but need to be 
told.

So you can join Hadassah 
on Thursday, October 28, 
from 7 p.m. ET to 8 p.m. ET, as 
Hadassah Magazine Executive 
Editor Lisa Hostein interviews 
Judy Batalion, author of the New 
York Times bestseller The Light 
Of Days: The Untold Story of 
Women Resistance Fighters 
in Hitler’s Ghettos. Batalion’s 
book, Hadassah’s first nonfiction 
selection, brings to life little-
known true stories of rebellion and 
bravery by a resourceful group of 
Jewish women who acted as couriers, spies, smugglers, and saboteurs 
in the ghettos of Poland. You can access the program by going to 
Hadassah.org and then the Hadassah magazine front page where you 
will find the registration button for the program.

One Book: The Light of  
Days with Judy Batalion

For the past 18 years, our Eastern CT chapter of Hadassah has 
sponsored WEAR PINK, a program to raise funds to support the 
care of women, men, and 
their families facing the 
trauma of breast cancer. 
Our donations help 
fund research, care, and 
treatment at the Marlene 
Greenebaum Breast 
Cancer Center at Hadassah 
Hospital in Jerusalem.

Hadassah is a leader 
in medical research, and 
we are always receiving 
exciting updates about 
breakthroughs in 
technology and treatment. 
Hadassah Medical 
Organization (HMO) has 
announced that Dr. Albert 
Grinshpun has received a grant to develop a blood test that can detect 
early-stage breast cancer. Most patients now must undergo a breast 
biopsy where a needle is inserted into the breast to remove tissue in 
order to make a diagnosis. The new “liquid biopsy” developed by Dr. 
Grinshpun is less invasive and will detect DNA from breast cancer cells 
that are circulating in the blood.

It has been gratifying for me to chair the Wear Pink Campaign this 
year. For this year and the past 17 years under the leadership of Kim 

Wear Pink update
Fischburg, it has been a labor of 
love for all of us on the committees 

that have planned this 
annual event. Chances 
are we all have someone 
special in our lives who 
has been faced with the 
diagnosis of breast cancer. 
Our commitment is to our 
community and to the 
sisterhood of all women 
and the men who love us 
to find a way to end this 
disease.

We thank everyone 
for supporting Wear Pink 
over the years and miss 
our in-person brunches, 
sharing experiences and 
learning from wonderful 

guest speakers. 
There is still time to send your 

donation to Hadassah - to Irene 
Scheinberg at 12 Jones Court, 
Norwich, CT 06360.

Let’s hope that we will be able 
to be together for WEAR PINK 
2022!

By Sheila Horvitz
Is it ever appropriate, under 

any circumstances, to equate 
the policies, philosophy, and 
actions of a leader, his followers, 
and government with Hitler and 
Nazism?

While you may believe that 
the Holocaust was such a singular 
event in human history that 
nothing else can be compared to 
it or perhaps reserve judgment 
on that question, there is little 
doubt that what Republican State 
Representative Anne Dauphinais 
of Danielson has said about 
Governor Lamont deserves 
nothing less than the strongest 
condemnation and denunciation.

Dauphinais made a comment 
in reaction to a story on Governor 
Lamont’s requirement that state 
workers be vaccinated against 
the COVID-19 virus or agree to be 
tested for infection on a weekly 
basis. 

Rep. Dauphinais wrote: “King 
Lamont aka Hitler dictating 
what we must inject into our 
bodies to feed our family!”, 
apparently likening Lamont to 
Adolph Hitler.

The reaction to her comment 
was fast and furious. Politicians, 
citizens, Jewish and civil 
rights groups condemned the 

Using Holocaust imagery
comments as repulsive and disrespectful to the history and memory 
of victims of the Holocaust.

But she didn’t stop there. She added longer comments on her 
Facebook page comparing book burnings and concentration camps to 
Lamont’s mandates during the Pandemic. She wrote: “This Governor, 
with the help of the one-party rule we have in this state right now, 
has taken dictatorial powers for himself for what will be almost 
2 full years when this latest extension expires. Hitler too was a 
dictator enabled by the rule of the single Nazi party.”

When others commented that the Governor’s common-sense 
measures to protect people from preventable disease and death are 
not comparable to the mass murder of millions of innocent people, 
Dauphinais doubled down with this outrageous post: “This dictatorial 
madness must stop. Nonetheless, I do want to take this opportunity 
to not apologize but clarify to Governor Lamont, for I was not clear 
that I meant that he was acting like Hitler in the early 1930’s – to 
date, he has not called for putting the unvaccinated in camps.” 

Connecticut House of Representatives Speaker Matt Ritter called 
on Dauphinais’ fellow Republicans in the General Assembly to call her 
out for her comments. He said: “This is part of a disturbing trend on 
the far right to abandon decency, decorum, facts, and history for 
offensive, racist and antisemitic rhetoric.”

The Jewish Federation Association of Connecticut (JFACT) 
responded with the following  statement.

Jewish Federation Association of Connecticut applauds  
Bipartisan statement on use of Holocaust imagery

In a joint statement, House Speaker Matt Ritter, House Minority 
Leader Vincent Candelora, Senate President Martin Looney, and Senate 
Minority Leader Kevin Kelly said:
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Jr Youth Group & Yachad BBYO
The Junior Youth Group (grades 5-8) and Yachad BBYO 

(grades 9-12) met up first at Temple Emanu-El in Waterford 
before caravanning to Holmberg Orchards in Gales Ferry for an 
afternoon of apple and pumpkin picking, a tractor ride, light 
lunch and the glorious weather that made the day, Oct. 17, 
2021, perfect to be with old as well as new friends.

These youth groups are part of the Jewish Federation’s 
programming and services designed to bring Jewish youth 
together, enhance their Jewish community, and create new and 
enduring friendships.

See related story on page 1.
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Fall Fun at Holmberg Orchards

Everyone took masks off briefly to capture this group photo.

Chaperones from l-r are JFEC Staff Marcia 
Reinhard, Tammy Kaye, and Carly Luft, Parents: 
Russell Sheikowitz, Jennifer Stoddard, and Rachel 
Levine
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We had a great time at our Fall Festival, reflection 
on Succot on October 10, 2021 at Holmberg Orchards in 
Gales Ferry. 

Our PJ Library has some great families! It is so 
wonderful to be with them in person.

We all enjoyed the cinnamon donuts and cider, the 
great corn maze escape and then apple picking. So much 
fun. After sharing recipes we all went home to make pies 
and apple sauce!

 Barbara Wolfe, PJ Library Coordinator
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Byles-MacDougall
Funeral Service, Inc

(860) 442-0343
(888) 736-7036

Byles Memorial Home
99 Huntington Street

New London, Conn. 06320

Byles-Groton Memorial Home
310 Thames Street

Groton, Conn. 06340

Daniel W. Byles
Reid B. Burdick

John D. MacDougall

Temple Emanu-El formally welcomed its youngest learners in 
Ms. Crowell’s Kitah Gan/Aleph class and Mrs. Kanfer’s Kitah 
Bet into their religious school education as Consecration 
celebrants on Saturday, October 2 as part of Havdalah 
service. Congratulations to these students and their families!

Alexandra Holwitt | Clara Feldon | Harper Blumer
Donny Brody | Charlie Brody | Joshua Pievsky

Sebastian Zelkin | Linus Zelkin

Temple Emanu-El Religious School Consecration

By Associated Press
Portugal paid official 

homage Tuesday to 
Aristides de Sousa 
Mendes, a Portuguese 
diplomat who during 
World War II helped 
save thousands of people 
from Nazi persecution, 
by placing a tomb with 
his name in the country’s 
National Pantheon.

Leading Portuguese 
politicians and public 
figures attended 
the formal televised 
ceremony as the tomb 
was placed alongside 

other celebrated figures from Portuguese history at the landmark 
Lisbon building.

The speaker of the Portuguese Parliament, Eduardo Ferro 
Rodrigues, said Sousa Mendes’ conduct lent prestige to Portugal.

“People who at the decisive moment put their and their family’s 
safety at risk for the greater good are rare. Sousa Mendes was one of 
those people,” Ferro Rodrigues said in a speech.

The ceremony marked the completion of Sousa Mendes’ 80-
year journey from ostracized Portuguese civil servant to honored 
international personage.

Perhaps Portugal’s most famous 20th-century diplomat, Sousa 

Portugal honors envoy de Sousa Mendes
Mendes defied his superiors, 
including dictator António 
Salazar, when as consul in 
Bordeaux, France, in 1940 he 
handed out visas to many people 
who feared being hunted down 
by the Nazis.

The Portuguese visas allowed 
people, including Jews fleeing 
the Holocaust, to escape through 
neutral Portugal by air and sea to 
the United States and elsewhere.

The Portuguese diplomatic 
service was supposed to ask for 
the Lisbon government’s specific 
consent to grant visas to certain 
categories of applicants, as the 
country trod a careful path of 
neutrality, but Sousa Mendes gave 
out visas on his own initiative.

That got him fired from the 
diplomatic service, with public 
shame attaching to his family at 
the time. He died in poverty in 
1954.

Decades later, he won 
recognition for his key role in 
saving people from the Nazis.

In 1966, Israel’s national 

Holocaust memorial, Yad Vashem, recognized Sousa Mendes as a 
“Righteous among the Nations.”

Last year, he drew praise from Pope Francis, and last March the US 
Senate in a motion saluted “the humanitarian and principled work” of 
Sousa Mendes.

It wasn’t until the late 1980s that he earned recognition in Portugal, 
with authorities posthumously granting him accolades.

In 2017, President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa bestowed Portugal’s 
highest honor, the Grand Cross of the Order of Liberty, on Sousa 
Mendes.

Last year, the Portuguese parliament voted to honor the former 
diplomat at the National Pantheon by placing there a plaque and 
a tomb without his body. Sousa Mendes wanted to be buried at his 
birthplace near Viseu, in northern Portugal.

Of the 19 historical figures entombed at the National Pantheon, 12 
contain the person’s remains.Aristides de Sousa Mendes (YouTube 

screen grab)
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Norwich Hebrew  
Benevolent Association 

P.O. Box 663 Jewett City, CT 06351 

Hebrew Cemeteries #1, #2, and #3 

Interfaith Cemetery #4 

Cremains Cemetery 

Synagogue Affiliation Not Required 
 

860-608-9138 

Custom Tub & Shower
Enclosures

  • Design & Installation
  • All-Glass Enclosures

Expert Mirror Design &
Installation

  • Visit Our Showroom

151 Jefferson Avenue • New London, CT 06320
Phone (860) 442-0373 • Fax (860) 442-1356

SERVING SOUTHEASTERN CONNECTICUT
FOR OVER 60 YEARS

FULL  SERVICE  GLASS  SPECIALISTS

CO., INC
Ruby Glass
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pushed things along even further.
He looked on Wednesday, October 13, as Antony Blinken, the U.S. 

secretary of state, said “every” option was on the table if Iran does 
not engage in a good faith effort to 
negotiate the U.S. reentry into the 
nuclear deal.

It was one of those blink-
and-you-miss-it moments in 
diplomacy, but it had significant 
weight. According to insiders 
involved in the issue, “other 
options” can be seen as referring 
to enhanced sanctions, or other 
non-military forms of pressure. 
“Every option” means military 
action may be on the table as well. 

“We will look at every option 
to deal with the challenge 
posed by Iran,” Blinken said 
at a press conference called to 
announce initiatives that would 
advance the Abraham Accords, 
the normalization agreements 
between Israel and four Arab 
nations. “We continue to believe 
that diplomacy is the most 
effective way to do that, but it 
takes two to engage in diplomacy, 
and we have not — we have not seen from Iran a willingness to do that 
at this point.”

Blinken made the statement on the State Department’s eighth 
floor, flanked by Lapid and the United Arab Emirates foreign minister, 
Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan. The foreign ministers were together 
to announce new Abraham Accords initiatives, but the symbolism of 
Blinken’s stronger language in the company of two of the Middle East 
nations who feel Iran’s threat most sharply was unmistakable.

A senior Israeli official told reporters after the meetings that the 
Israeli and U.S. delegations discussed Iran extensively behind closed 
doors. “While there may not have been agreement, there was the 
discussion of options that have not been on the table previously,” said 
the official, who spoke anonymously because of the sensitivity of the 
information. 

Along with Bennett, Lapid has spearheaded the effort to repair 
Israel’s ties with the Democratic Party, which were corroded during 
the 12 years Benjamin Netanyahu was prime minister. Netanyahu was 
antagonistic toward that half of the American polity, toward which the 
clear majority of American Jews are oriented.

Netanyahu has accused Bennett and Lapid of showing weakness 
by not more robustly opposing the Biden administration’s efforts to 
reenter the 2015 Iran nuclear deal, which former President Donald 
Trump left in 2018 at Netanyahu’s behest.

Bennett and Lapid’s strategy appeared to pay dividends during 
Lapid’s 48 hours in the U.S. capital this week. The Biden administration, 
frustrated with the new hard-line Iranian government elected this 

summer, is edging closer to 
Israel’s posture, a development 
that came about without 
tensions.

Blinken’s language on Iran 
was tougher than it has been 
since President Joe Biden made 
good on his pledge to seek to 
reenter the 2015 sanctions relief 
for nuclear rollback deal, known 
as the Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action. Biden sees it as the 
best option to keep Iran from 
obtaining a nuclear weapon.

“Despite the fact that we’ve 
made abundantly clear over 
the last nine months that we 
are prepared to return to full 
compliance with the JCPOA if 
Iran does the same, what we 
are seeing – or maybe more 
accurately not seeing from 
Tehran now – suggests that 
they’re not,” Blinken said. “I’m 
not going to put a specific date on 
it, but with every passing day and 
Iran’s refusal to engage in good 
faith, the runway gets short.”

Lapid culled other dividends 
from his visit. The Biden 
administration showed itself 
fully committed to cultivating the 
Abraham Accords, one of the few 
areas of agreement it has with 
the Trump administration, which 
brokered the accords. Blinken at 
the press conference announced 
the launch of two working 
groups comprising Israeli, U.S. 
and Emirati officials, one tackling 
religious intolerance and the 
other fostering cooperation on 
water and energy.

Lapid also met with World 
Bank officials to discuss plans to 
seek investors for infrastructure 

projects in the Gaza Strip as a means of lifting the standard of living 
in the poverty-stricken enclave, while limiting the influence of Hamas, 
the terrorist group controlling the strip with which Israel periodically 
wars. The United Arab Emirates would likely also play a role in the 

investments.
Lapid, who is set to take over as Israel’s 

prime minister in 2023, met Tuesday with 
Vice President Kamala Harris, and with Nancy 
Pelosi, the Democratic speaker of the U.S. House 
of Representatives. In a brief appearance for 
reporters, Pelosi emphasized bipartisan support 
for Israel, a pointed rejection of the calls by 
progressives within her party to cut funding to 
the country. 

On the U.S. side, Blinken said the Biden 
administration remains dedicated to reviving 
the Israeli-Palestinian peace process. Biden, he 
said at the press conference, has been “clear that 
a two-state solution is the best way to ensure 
Israel’s future as a Jewish and democratic state, 
living in peace alongside a viable, sovereign, 
and democratic Palestinian state.” Bennett has 
said that a Palestinian state will not arise on his 
watch, while Lapid has been less clear on the 
issue.

Blinken did not refrain from mentioning 
points of contention, including American plans 
to reopen a dedicated consulate for Palestinians 

in Jerusalem, replacing the one shuttered by the Trump administration. 
“We’ll be moving forward with the process of opening a consulate 

as part of deepening those ties with the Palestinians,” Blinken said, 
although the Israeli government is on the record as opposing it.

State Department statements on the meetings also pointedly 
said that China was a topic of discussion with Lapid. The Biden 
administration, like the Trump administration before it, objects to the 
extent of Israel’s commercial ties with the most formidable rival to the 
United States in the international arena.

Lapid is set to meet with Jewish organizational leaders in 
Washington on Thursday before he returns to Israel. He is expected 
to make the case to them that he wants to repair relations neglected 
by Netanyahu, who gravitated toward evangelical Christians as a more 
natural pro-Israel base.

From left, Israeli Foreign Minister Yair Lapid, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
and United Arab Emirates Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed al-Nahyan 
take part in a joint news conference at the State Department in Washington, Oct. 13, 
2021. (Andrew Harnik/Pool/ AFP/via Getty Images)

Beth El Community Cemetery, located on Lestertown 
Road in Groton, is a Jewish inclusive cemetery 
accommodating the needs of the community.

-	 	No	synagogue	affiliation	
 required
-  Plots available: Jewish,
 interfaith, cremains & families
 Call Merrill: 860 383 5605

LOOKING FOR A PLACE FOR YOU OR YOUR 
LOVED ONES TO REST IN DIGNITY?
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Leaders of all four caucuses of the Connecticut General 
Assembly condemn the recent rise and use of Holocaust imagery 
and analogies, along with references to Adolf Hitler and the Nazi 
regime in community and political discussions, including current 
mask/vaccine mandates. Such linkage trivializes the extent of 
crimes against humanity, diminishes the suffering of survivors, 
and offends those who understand the profound evil Hitler and 
the Nazis represented.   There is simply no comparison between 
contemporary political issues and the actions of Hitler and his 
accomplices who were responsible for the murders of over 6 million 
Jews and millions of other victims. Our caucuses stand strong 
against these references becoming normalized in our politics and 
our communities.
Michael Bloom, Executive Director of the Jewish Federation 

Association of Connecticut (JFACT), is thankful we live in a state where 
our elected officials will not allow the use of Holocaust imagery and 
comparisons to be normalized.

JFACT lobbies city, state, and federal officials on issues of importance 
to the seven Jewish Federations, as well as their beneficiary service 
agencies, across Connecticut

The JFACT statement included input by our own Romana Strochlitz 
Primus, past board president of JFEC and daughter of Holocaust 
survivors, Rose and Sigmund Strochlitz who founded the Strochlitz 
Holocaust Resource Center of the Jewish Federation of Eastern 
Connecticut. Romana drew upon her parents’ Holocaust experience to 
condemn Dauphinais’ remarks.

“My parents were both Holocaust Survivors. The Nazis 
murdered their parents, their siblings, their aunts, uncles, and 
cousins. When they were liberated from the Bergen Belsen 
concentration camp, my father weighed 74 pounds and 
my mother was too ill to know she had been liberated. My 
parents built wonderful lives in the U.S. and were eternally 
grateful to this great country. Please don’t trivialize the evil 
of the Holocaust by equating it to the inconvenience of a 
mask mandate intended to protect public health.”

from. We all had one last chance to buy donuts and cider, sat at a picnic 
table enjoying the last few minutes together while indulging in our 
sweet treats, and at last, piled back into the cars and drove back to the 
Temple. Some of the kids were picked up at the orchard so, to those 
people, we said goodbye there.

This was an absolutely amazing event! Everyone had a ton of fun 
and got a bunch of delicious apples for eating or for making some fun 
fall desserts. Both Yachad and the Junior Youth Group will have tons 
more fun events throughout this year, although most of them will not 
be together! It was fun for Yachad to be with the younger kids to help 
them enjoy the event while giving us and the 8th graders another 
opportunity to be together and get to know each other even more. We 
are looking forward to having the 8th graders join us whenever they 
can as they also finish their final year with the juniors. This is the 8th 
graders’ lucky year—they get to go to events for both groups, providing 
them an easier transition out of juniors and into Yachad! Next Sunday, 
many of the 8th graders will join Yachad at our Regional kick-off event 
at Quassy Amusement Park in Middlebury, CT. This will give them an 
opportunity to meet other teens from the region and see what BBYO 
can offer them on the regional level. 

On behalf of all of us, Yachad says a big thank you to all the volunteer 
drivers/chaperones, and, especially, to Holmberg Farms! Everyone 
there was so warm and friendly. They helped make our event 
particularly great, and we hope to visit them again next year! 

ORCHARD CONT. FROM PG 1

Double your impact
Time is running out to double the impact of your campaign gift. 

If you are a Charter Oak Federal Credit Union member you can 
double your Jewish Federation campaign donation by submitting the 
matching gift form using the Charter Oak website.

Write your check NOW because last year several donors waited until 
November to send their check and by then Charter Oak had reached 
their matching limit and the Federation missed out on thousands of 
dollars’ worth of matching gifts.

SUPPORT CONT. FROM PG 1

By Maayan Jaffe-Hoffman, Jerusalem Post
The American Food and Drug Administration has approved a 

groundbreaking, complex, generic drug indicated for the treatment of 
ovarian cancer, multiple myeloma and Kaposi’s Sarcoma.

Ayana’s Doxorubicin-HCI Liposomal Injection will now be available 
in the US market. The drug is a modified chemotherapy treatment that 
targets cancer cells directly, thereby reducing side effects.

The drug, and the company that makes it, are located in Jerusalem. 
It was developed by Prof. Yechezkel Barenholz, a world expert in 
biochemistry, nanotechnology and drug development and the winner 
of the 2020 EMET Prize for exact sciences.

Barenholz is 
also the inventor 
of Doxil, the 
world’s first 
nanotechnology 
drug approved by 
the FDA in 1995. 
Doxorubicin-HCI 
is the generic 
version of Doxil, 
which had first 
been produced 
by Johnson & 
Johnson.

He has written 
over 420 scientific 
publications and 
owns more than 
55 patents.

The treatment 
leverages the 
drug doxorubicin 
– a cytotoxin or 
c h e m o t h e r a p y 
drug – 
e n c a p s u l a t e d 
in a closed lipid 

Cancer-killing Israeli drug  
approved by FDA

sphere called a liposome.
A liposome can be imagined 

as a small “ball” the size of a 
virus, explained Barenholz. The 
ball is made of an envelope made 
of special “fat” molecules with 
a watery solution inside. These 
balls are referred to as nano-
liposomes.

“We load the toxic agent into 
these balls and infuse them into 
a patient’s bloodstream once a 
month,” he said. “These nano-
Liposome balls travel through 
the bloodstream until they reach 
the cancer tissue and there, 
through tiny pores in the blood 
vessels, exit the bloodstream and 
accumulate in the cancer tissue.

“Unlike healthy cells, cancer 
cells produce ammonia, and this 
ammonia releases the active 
toxic agent [doxorubicin] out 
of the nano-liposomes balls in 
proximity to the cancer cells, 
leading to the cancer cells’ death,” 
Barenholz explained.

The targeted technology helps 
solve one of chemotherapy’s 
biggest challenges: side effects. 
The treatment reduces hair loss, 
gastrointestinal issues and other 
results of chemo, which attacks 
all cells equally – both healthy 
and cancer ones.

“When a patient does not 
suffer from so many side effects, 
the compliance rate is much 
better and it is much easier to 
treat the patient,” Ayana CEO Gal 
Cohen said.

Barenholz founded Ayana 
in 2012 at the request of 
several oncologists and cancer 
patients when J&J struggled to 
manufacture Doxil. A generic 
drug is also much less expensive, 
making it more accessible to 
those in need.

It took from the end of 
2012 until now to obtain FDA 
approval after building the 
ability to produce Doxorubicin-
HCI in Israel according to 
Good Manufacturing Practice 
and meeting all other FDA 
requirements for US marketing 
authorization.

Cohen, who joined Ayana 
in late 2020, led the team to 
obtaining the FDA approval and 
for commercial launch readiness.

Over the last decade, while 
the company was working on 
the treatment, other novel 

Prof. Yechezkel Barenholz is seen holding 
Ayana’s Doxorubicin-HCI Liposomal Injection, a 
generic cancer-killing drug. (photo credit: YOAV 
DUDKEVITCH)
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Niantic, CT – Dr. 
Barbara Z. Burton died 
in New Rochelle, NY, on 
September 5, 2021. She 
was born June 5, 1938, 
in Elizabeth, NJ, the 
daughter of Dr. Herman 
and Celia (Mopsick) 
Zeitlin. Brought up in 
Linden, NJ, she was 
an honors graduate of 
Barnard College and 
received her medical 
degree from New York 

University. She trained in pediatrics at Bellevue Hospital in New York 
City and at Yale in New Haven, CT.

She worked for the Connecticut State Department of Health, 
running clinics in Child Development and for children with special 
health care needs. She worked with school systems in the region 
and was involved in cases of child neglect and abuse. She served on 
committees of several organizations dealing with child welfare.

She married Dr. George Burton on August 21, 1960. The couple have 
three sons, Ronald (Jocelyn), Daniel (Jody), and William (Deborah) 
and seven grandchildren.

After retirement, she became a snowbird, wintering in Boca Raton, 
FL and summering in Niantic, CT.

She was an active member of Congregation Beth El and a Life 
Member of Hadassah.

Memorial contributions may be made to the charity of the donor’s 
choice.

Boston -- It is with very 
heavy hearts we must share such 
sad news, our dear sister Luba 
Glukhovsky passed away on 
Thursday, October 14, 2021.

She was born in Moscow, 
Russia on March 7, 1932.

She was the oldest of four 
siblings and a pioneer for all of 
us. She was one of the smartest 
people we ever knew. In 1950 
she passed rigorous exams to 
enter the most difficult technical 
college in St. Petersburg, Russia, 
on par with MIT (Baltic State 

Technical University - ВОЕНМЕХ). She was the only woman in her 
class, and possibly the only Jewish person which was an enormous 
accomplishment in the Soviet Union.  

In 1974, she immigrated to the USA with her son Dmitri and sister 
Olga. In the next few years they helped the rest of our family join them 
in America.

She was very proud when she became a citizen of the United States 
and loved her American life. 

Unfortunately, her son Dmitri tragically passed in 2019. 
Luba is survived by her sisters Olga and Marina, brother Zakhar 

with wife Anna, grandson Solomon, granddaughter Kristina with 
husband AJ, daughter-in-law Sasha, nieces Julie, Marsha and Lisa with 
their families and nephew Michael. 

All our family is very grateful to the doctors, nurses and personnel 
of Dana-Farber Cancer Institute who provided outstanding support to 
Luba and prolonged her life for many years. Luba felt they were her 
extended family. 

We will always remember a wonderful sister, mother and 
grandmother and a faithful friend to many.

The funeral service took place at the King Solomon Memorial Park 
in Boston, MA at 1 pm on Sunday, October 17.

Luba Glukhovsky

Groton - Yefim Rabinovich passed away in Groton, on Oct. 5, 2021, 
at the age of 93.

He was born in Minsk, Belarus to a Jewish family. He was 13 years 
old and in a summer camp near Minsk in June 1941 when the Nazis 
invaded. His camp counselors, themselves only 17, took the group of 
campers and, without waiting for permission (which would not have 
come in time), loaded the kids onto a train going east. With these 
children he survived four hungry and difficult years in Kazakhstan. 
It was there that his passion for food and gardening began. Upon 
returning to Minsk, Yefim learned that his mother and his younger 
sister had tragically perished in the Minsk Ghetto with thousands of 
other Jews. He carried this wound with him all his life. But he honored 
his mother’s wishes and enrolled in Minsk Polytechnic Institute after 
the war. It was there that he met the love of his life, Liliya Bekman.

In the old country, Yefim’s life rotated around family, work, and 
gardening – he was an avid gardener, growing a remarkable number 
of fruits and vegetables despite the tiny plot of land he had to work 
with. He was also a talented engineer, leading a large engineering 
design group and cataloging his inventions in an ever-growing patent 
portfolio.

In 1989, Yefim left the Soviet Union for the United States 
with his wife, children, and grandchildren. He embraced his new 
country, proudly carrying a worn-down Russian-English dictionary 
everywhere he went. He spent his time volunteering in the Waterford 
Country School and was cherished by the students, teaching them 
chess and sharing stories from his childhood. His grandchildren were 
always close by, being chauffeured by their grandpa to summer jobs, 
horseback riding lessons, and hockey practice.

Yefim never lost his appetite for life, sense of humor, and love for 
the natural world: when he could no longer garden, he would watch 
the birds outside his window. In his last years he missed his wife Liliya, 
with whom he was married for 64 years and who had passed 4 years 
prior. He saw and spoke with his family often, and his children Inna 
and Misha visited daily.

He is survived by his daughter Inna Vodonos (Leonid) and son 
Michael (Misha) Rabinovich (Helen Elperina) and their families. He 
had four grandchildren and six great-granddaughters whom he loved 
deeply. Next to his bed was an electronic frame endlessly scrolling 
through family pictures he treasured. His life was a testament to 
perseverance. Despite the tragedies that befell his family and the 
hardships he faced, he was eternally optimistic, always kept his humor, 
and loved his family and life unconditionally.

Yefim Rabinovich

There was a graveside 
service at Beth El Community 
Cemetery in Groton on October 
7, 2021, with immediate family in 
attendance and friends attending 
via Zoom. 

In lieu of flowers, donations in 
memory of Yefim may be directed 
to the Fairview Resident’s Fund, 
235 Lestertown Road, Groton CT 
06340.

Thomas L. Neilan & Sons 
Funeral Home in New London 
assisted with the arrangements.

By Gabe Friedman, JTA
Holocaust survivor Eddie 

Jaku, who published a best-
selling memoir last year in 
Australia at age 100 titled “The 
Happiest Man on Earth,” died on 
Tuesday, October 12.

He had suffered a heart attack 
a few months earlier, J-Wire 
reported.

Jaku earned tributes from 
an array of Australian political 
figures, including Prime Minister 
Scott Morrison and Treasurer 
Josh Frydenberg, whose Jewish 
mother survived the Holocaust 
in Hungary.

“Australia has lost a giant,” 
Frydenberg said in a statement. 
“Scarred by the past, he only 
looked forward. May his story be 
told for generations to come.”

Jaku was born Abraham “Adi” 
Jakubowiez in Leipzig, Germany. 
He earned a high school 
engineering degree that he said 
later helped him survive in Nazi 
concentration camps, since 
his slave labor was valuable, 
according to the Associated 
Press.

He was sent to multiple 
camps, including Buchenwald 

‘Happiest 
Man on Earth’ 

dies at 101
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On Sunday October 10, Angela Merkel arrived in Israel for a final 
visit while still German Chancellor. Ms. Merkel will soon leave office 
after 16 years in power. The Israeli government, in an unusual move, 
dedicated its weekly meeting to bidding farewell to Ms. Merkel and to 
celebrating the cooperation between 
Germany and Israel during her time 
as Chancellor. Ms. Merkel said: “It 
is a gift of history, to which Israel 
contributed much, that Germany can 
sit here at a table with you today-
-since the history of the Shoah is a 
singular event for which we continue 
to bear responsibility in every phase 
of history, including in the future.” 
Later, Ms. Merkel pointed to part of 
that future by noting the resurgence 
of Jewish life in Germany, calling it “an 
expression of trust that compels us to 
stand up with determination against 
antisemitism, hatred, and violence 
every day anew.” In response Prime 
Minister Bennett told her, powerfully 
and succinctly: “You serve as the 
moral compass of Europe with your 
uncompromising support of Israel.”

Born in 1954, Angela Merkel 
has presided over a complete 
transformation of Israel’s relationship with Germany. No reasonable 
Israeli is going to cast guilt for the Holocaust upon someone born 
after around 1940. After all, the Bible tells us: “The person who sins, 
he alone shall die. A child shall not share the burden of a parent’s 
guilt, nor shall a parent share the burden of a child’s guilt” (Ezekiel 
18.20). Linking contemporary Germans and Germany with the Nazis 

and the Holocaust today is 
strictly for gags. For example, an 
Israeli, encountering a group of 
boisterous teenage Germans on 

tour here, might say to his friend: 
“Will you tell the Hitler youth 
to pipe down”; or if a German 
politician said something not 
to your liking, you might say, “I 
wonder what his grandfather 

was doing 80 years ago,” and you might joke, 
after your purchase of a Bosch oven: “at least 
I know it works.” 

Buying German products has ceased to 
be seen by Israelis as minimizing 
the Holocaust. The Holocaust is 
remembered and commemorated 
both by Germans and by Israelis; 
alongside that, Israel’s economic, 
cultural, and political needs make 
cooperation between the two 
countries imperative. In this regard it is noteworthy that 
it is precisely Germany (more than the United States) that 
takes Iran’s growing nuclear threat with the seriousness 
that Israel feels it deserves, although in this final visit it 
seemed clear that Israel differs from Germany concerning 
how to tackle this threat. Whereas Ms. Merkel said, “We 
are in very decisive weeks regarding the future of the 
nuclear deal with Iran,” adding that “we have to return to 
the negotiation table,” Prime Minister Bennett said: “It is 
Israel’s responsibility—with actions and not only words—
to ensure Iran doesn’t achieve nuclear weapons.”

Ms. Merkel has said “For me, as a German chancellor, 
Israel’s security is nonnegotiable.” Such statements, and 
there have been many like this one over the past 16 years, 
assure Ms. Merkel a warm place in Israeli hearts. In honor 

of this close relationship, and in honor of Ms. Merkel’s prodigious 
leadership skills, I will end here with some humor as testimony to the 
friendship that Ms. Merkel has fostered with Israel. By way of contrast 
to Chancellor Merkel, Mr. Felix Unger of “The Odd Couple” once said: 
“I don’t have any leadership qualities. In high school I was president of 
the German Club; nobody would listen to me. If you can’t get Germans 
to follow orders, who will?”

German Chancellor Angela Merkel with Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett 
at a special Cabinet session at the King David Hotel in Jerusalem, Oct. 10, 
2021. Photo by Yoav Dudkevitch/POOL.

and Auschwitz, and escaped 
from what he suspected was 
a death march in the latter as 
Allied soldiers approached.

Jaku married his Jewish 
wife Flore in Belgium in 1946 
— she survived the war by 
pretending to be Christian 
— and they immigrated to 
Australia in 1950, eventually 
going into the real estate 
business together. Jaku went 
on to volunteer and talk to 
high school students and 
other visitors to the Sydney 
Jewish Museum.

“Eddie’s impact will be felt 
for generations to come,” the 
museum wrote in a statement 

posted to social media.
Jaku said that after the birth of his first son — he would have 

another — he “realized I was the luckiest man on Earth.”
That sentiment was evident in the title of his book, which was 

translated and published in over 30 countries, from the U.S. to Europe 
to Asia. An updated version, with additional photos and more of Jaku’s 
story, including the fate of his sister, which was left out of the original 
publication — something that fans have been clamoring for since the 
book became a best seller, according to his son Michael — will be 
published next month.

“Life is what you want it to be, life is in your hands,” Jaku wrote in 
his book. “You know happiness doesn’t fall from the sky. It’s in your 
hands. You want to be happy? You can be happy.”

Eddie Jaku shows the concentration camp number tattoo on his 
left arm, in a photo shoot, July 2, 2020. (Louise Kennerley/The Sydney 
Morning Herald via Getty Images)

HAPPIEST CONT. FROM PG 14

treatments for cancer have also 
been developed. This includes, for 
example, monoclonal antibodies. 
But Cohen said that many of 
these new treatments are cost 
inhibitive and don’t work for 
everyone. Chemotherapy is still 
the most consistently effective 
treatment for cancer.

The drug will be made 
available through a strategic 
partnership with Padagis, which 
was recently acquired for $1.55 
billion by Altaris from Perrigo, a 
company that has been operating 
since 1887. Padagis provides 
hundreds of topical and other 
specialty pharmaceuticals to its 
primary markets of the United 
States and Israel, has annual sales 
of around $1 billion and employs 
over 1,300 people worldwide. 
The companies are ready for 
commercial launch of the drug.

Although Ayana is a small 
company of only 12 employees, 
Cohen said it has a pipeline of 
other products that it is working 
on, also centered on the use of 
nanotechnology.

“We believe that it is cutting 
edge technology and that many 
people could benefit from 
treatment through this delivery 
system,” Cohen said.

FDA CONT. FROM PG 13
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He would not indicate which diseases might be targeted next, but 
he said not all of the company’s drugs will be used for cancer.
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