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Are you ready to just say “yes” 
and help Federation secure the fu-
ture of our community? 

Every gift, no matter the 
amount, represents your commit-
ment to sustain and enhance Jew-
ish life here in Eastern Connecticut 
and around the world.

When you give, you strengthen our community.
Saying YES to Jewish Federation of Eastern Connecticut means 

you’re:
• Saying YES to supporting those in crisis
• Saying YES to helping to combat Holocaust denial and racial 

divides through our Encountering Programs
• Saying YES to feeding a growing community
• Saying YES to discovering the complexities of Israel
• Saying YES to cultivating Jewish identity through PJ Library
• Saying YES to educating and engaging Jewish families
• Saying YES to the the return of our Young Emissaries in 2022
In this time of grave and growing community need, we need your 

support more than ever.
Please give generously. We need more because we are helping 

more.
If you’re unable to give what you’d like, then please give what you 

can – every pledge helps support the people and communities that so 
deeply need it. Your annual campaign packet will arrive shortly.

Say “Yes”. Make a difference. Build Community.

Say “yes” to JFEC  
Annual Campaign By Rav Julius Rabinowitz

Four liberal Congregations 
of Eastern Connecticut: Ahavat 
Achim, Beth El, Beth Jacob and 
Emanu-El, will be joining hands 
for a “soft launch” of the High 
Holiday season in an approxi-
mate one-hour Selichot ser-
vice taking place on the ZOOM 
Platform on Saturday night, August 28, at 7:30 pm.   

The evening is being organized by Cantorial soloist Sherry Barnes 
of Emanu-El and Roz Etra of Beth Jacob and will also include High Holi-
day cantors Sandy Cohn (Beth El) and Leah Cassorla (Beth Jacob) and 
assisted by the area rabbis. 

Selichot are prayers for forgiveness and are featured throughout 
the liturgical year. Those designed for the High Holiday season have 
varying customs. Sephardic communities begin reciting Selichot at 
the beginning of Elul, the last month in the Jewish calendar. The prac-
tice among Ashkenazi Jews is to begin saying them on the Saturday 
night prior to Rosh Hashanah, unless there are fewer than four days 
between the beginning of Selichot and Rosh Hashanah, in which case 
the prayers are begun the previous Saturday night -- which is the case 
this year.

Originally, Selichot prayers were recited early in the morning, prior 
to dawn. There was a custom in Eastern Europe that someone would 
make the pre-dawn rounds of the village, awakening all the residents 
to the early morning prayers. Later, it became common practice to 
hold the first Selichot service at a time more convenient for the masses 
of people. Hence, the selection of Saturday night to begin the seasonal 
prayers.

A Pre-High Holiday Repast for the Soul

The prayers themselves are 
pleas for mercy. The melodies are 
contemplative and full of longing. 
They express the despair that ac-
companies separation from God 
and the desire to change and re-
pent. The words of the prayers 
challenge us to raise ourselves to 
a higher plane. Yet, the possibil-
ity of change and of a better life is 
inherent in these prayers.

The Selichot evening is open 
to all.  Synagogue members of 
the sponsoring synagogues will 
be receiving the ZOOM invitation 
information from their respective 
rabbis.  If you would like to join 
us and are not affiliated with any 
of the synagogues, please contact 
one of the rabbis of the sponsor-
ing synagogues for ZOOM con-
nection information.

By Marcia Reinhard, JFEC Ass’t Director
As we get closer to the end of August, it is with a heavy heart that I 

become more and more aware that we are not having our Young Emis-
saries return for the second year in a row as this is the time of year 
we would anxiously await their arrival. My heart is even heavier as I 
learn that, this year, unlike last year, so many communities ARE bring-
ing their Young Emissaries back. 

Our community, along with all the communities in the SNEC or-
ganization (Southern New England Consortium) made the decision 
not to have them return as there were still so many unknowns. (Our 
community was the last hold-out and made the decision at the dead-
line back in March. Other communities said no back in December and 
January.) Unlike other communities in SNEC, however, we had two 
families lined up and ready to host and prepared to keep them all year 
if moving them would be problematic due to the pandemic. However, 
it’s all a moot point. 

The good news is there are 145 Young Emissaries, (in Hebrew 
known as Shinshinim), coming to the states, Canada and many other 
countries around the globe as you will read in the article from the Je-
rusalem Post, including four new countries hosting them for the first 
time. The other good news is we told JAFI (the Jewish Agency in Israel) 
and our Partnership colleagues in Afula that we want them back in 

Eastern CT hopes to have 
Young Emissaries 

return in August 2022-23

By Jerusalem Post Staff
One hundred forty-five young 

gap-year emissaries are slated 
to depart Israel this month for 
communities around the globe 
to commence their year of volun-
teer service, The Jewish Agency 
for Israel announced.   

Each year, the Jewish Agency’s 
ShinShinim program allows a se-
lect group of high school gradu-
ates the opportunity to defer 
their army service to volunteer 
in Jewish communities prior to 
their enlistment, acting as an am-
bassador of Israel by strengthen-
ing world Jewry’s relationship 
with the one Jewish state.

This year’s ShinShinim will 
serve in local Jewish Federations, 

145 Israeli 
emissaries 
embark on 
service year

By Abigail Klein Leichman, Israel21c
In February, the world’s attention 

was focused on Covid-19 experimental 
drugs. By April, with the worldwide vac-
cine campaign in full swing, Covid treat-
ments didn’t seem important anymore.

Now that we know the virus isn’t go-
ing away despite vaccines, Covid drugs 
are back on the front burner.

“Just two months ago, interest in 
Covid therapeutics was done. Everyone 
thought it was over because the vac-
cines were working well. And then Del-
ta came along,” says Shai Novik, execu-
tive chairman of Enlivex Therapeutics.

Novik says that the large number of 
unvaccinated people in the world “cre-
ates a playing field for mutations,” cur-
rently the Delta (Indian) and Delta-plus 
variants.

That means there’s an urgent need 
for “a slew of therapeutics for mild, 
moderate, severe and critical cases of Covid-19,” he tells ISRAEL21c, 
explaining that not every patient responds the same, and different 

Interest grows in three 
experimental Covid treatments

COVID CONT. ON PG 12

Dr. Nadir Arber in his lab 
where EXO-CD24 was de-
veloped. Photo courtesy of 
Tel Aviv Sourasky Medical 
Center.

HIGH HOLIDAY SCHEDULES PAGES 10-11
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Energy Saving  
Windows & Doors! 

Order Factory Direct! 

Vinyl Replacement &  
New Construction Windows 

          Storm Windows & Commercial Aluminum 

Professional Installation Available 

Railings & Fences of Many Styles 
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Since 1946 

TECHNOLOGY. TRADITION. TORAH.
Congregation Beth El is welcoming new members. During this time 
of pandemic our congregation is more active than ever through the 
safety of Zoom and offers a wide variety of options for everyone.

Rabbi Earl Kideckel joined Beth El as its spiritual 
leader last summer and has rapidly become a 
beloved part of the congregation. He has 
provided innovative ways to vitalize the 
synagogue despite the pandemic and has initiated 
diversity to our services while respecting our 
traditions. Rabbi Kideckel has officiated at life 
cycle events for many decades and enjoys 
collaborating with other area synagogues and 
clergy. 

JOIN US – WE LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU! 
860.442.0418 • office@bethel-nl.org • bethel-nl.org

On August 23 at 7 pm up-
stairs at The Malted Barley, 42 
High Street, downtown West-
erly RI, Literary Salon returns. 
It’s back for the summer. The 
COVID-19 hasn’t stopped local 
authors from putting the shut-
in time to good literary use.

Welcome the Book Launch 
of Harriet Goodman Gray-
son’s “Rockaway Riptides” 
the story of high school se-
niors, students and musicians, 
finding their way through the 
turbulent 1960’s. Author Ms. 
Grayson said, “Relive the past 
or find out more about those 
times with political protesting 
against the Vietnam War and 
racial unrest. The center is a 

group of young people learning to navigate those uncertain times.” 
Local authors will also be welcoming back Literary Salon. “During 

these unusual COVID times, authors took the opportunity to write, 
write and write.” said Ms. Grayson. Millions also returned to book 
reading. Books of all genres will be available for sale. Meet local au-
thors as they discuss their work.

Meet the Local Literati – Books to Share
The event is sponsored by The Malted Barley & Westerly-based 

Ocean Breeze Press (www.oceanbreezepress.net) .
Support local business as well as local authors. The Westerly com-

munity has long attracted a wide diversity of artists. Loving the sea 
and surf has attracted generations of painters, poets and writers. Cel-
ebrate this wonderful convergence by joining the artistic community 
on August 23 for Literary Salon at the Malted Barley.

Contact: harriet@oceanbreezepress.net.

Every gift  makes a difference.

Get involved.

Donate.

Volunteer.

It’s what being Jewish feels like.
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By Nadine Lipman
“Let’s start at the very beginning, a very good place to 

start,” wrote Rodgers and Hammerstein in Broadway’s The Sound of 
Music. So, it might be appropriate to learn about the musical begin-
nings of Congregation Beth El’s Friday night musical participants: Haz-
zan Sanford Cohn, Roz Etra, Marcia Reinhard, Faye Ringel, and Cantor 
Michelle Rubenstein.

Hazzan Sanford Cohn served The Emanuel Synagogue in West 
Hartford, Connecticut, from 1999 to 2020. He previously led congrega-
tions in Winnipeg, Manitoba; Silver Spring, Maryland; and in Whites-
tone and Port Chester, New York. Through 38 years in the field, Cantor 
Cohn honed his skills in chanting, conducting, teaching, composing, 

arranging, concert pro-
duction--everything 
necessary to make 
Jewish music come 
alive as an integral part 
of modern synagogue 
life. Cantor Cohn grew 
up in Louisville, Ken-
tucky, and attended 
the University of Ken-
tucky in Lexington. He 
then earned his Bache-
lor of Sacred Music and 
the Diploma of Hazzan 
from the Cantors In-
stitute of the Jewish 
Theological Seminary 
in 1982, where he re-

ceived awards in composition and for musical excellence. In 2013, JTS 
granted him the degree of Doctor of Music, honoris causa. He is an ac-
tive member of the Cantors Assembly and a former member of its Ex-
ecutive Council and Ethics Committee. He served as adjunct faculty at 
the Hartt School of the University of Hartford, coaching pre-cantorial 
students in the art of synagogue chant. Usually accompanying himself 
on guitar, Hazzan Cohn has performed music of all types for over 50 
years, including American, Israeli, Ladino and Yiddish folk songs, as 
well as musical theater, light opera, and classical art songs.

Rosalyn (Roz) Etra grew up on a farm in Lebanon, Connecticut. 
Upon graduating in 1973 from the Hartt School of Music of the Uni-
versity of Hartford, Roz taught music in the Colchester Public Schools 
for 41 years, retiring in June 
2014. At Hartt, Roz was a 
member of Mu Phi Epsilon 
and the first captain of the 
original women’s basketball 
team at the University of 
Hartford. Roz was involved 
with the Award-Winning 
Intergenerational Program: 
“The Gift Goes On” at the 
Colchester Senior Center. 
Roz has taught by example 
that music is the language 
that unites us all. She is the 
leader of Klezmenschen, 
which has brought musi-
cians/menschen from all 
over Eastern Ct together. 
Roz with her good friend Faye Ringel volunteers (pre covid) with their 
musical talents all over the state including “Songs that our Mothers 
taught us.” Roz is a member of many state and local organizations in-
cluding the board of the Jewish Federation of Eastern Connecticut; 
Area Vice President of the Connecticut Region of Hadassah and works 
on Rotary projects. As a member of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society 
International, (teachers’ honor society) Roz has held state positions 
of Alpha State Program as Fine Arts chair and continues to Chair the 
State Leadership Development Conference.

Friday night music. . .starting at the very beginning
Marcia Reinhard plays piano 

and sings once a month at the 
Friday night service for Congre-
gation Beth-El. Marcia majored 
in Music for the Performing Arts 
in College and spent 15 years as 
the Music Teacher at Solomon 
Schechter Academy. Before CO-
VID she was also teaching piano 
to adults and children. She used 

to write songs although hasn’t 
written one in quite a while. The 
last song Marcia wrote was a 
farewell tribute to Rabbi Safman, 
where she used the music from 
a previous song she had written 
and simply adapted the lyrics. 
Marcia is the assistant director 
of the Jewish Federation of East-
ern CT (JFEC); she majored in 
the Performing Arts with a Con-
centration in Music from Ben-
nett College, Millbrook, NY. and 
is originally from the The Bronx.

Faye Ringel, Professor Emer-
ita of Humanities, U.S. Coast 
Guard Academy, is a lifelong New 
Englander, born, raised, and resi-
dent in Norwich, Connecticut. A 
graduate of Brandeis University, 
where she studied Comparative 
Literature and Music, her Ph.D. 
in Comparative Literature is 
from Brown University. She has 

published New England’s Gothic Literature: History and Folklore of the 
Supernatural (1995) and has another book on the same subject ap-
pearing this November. Her scholarly publications are on such varied 
topics as New England vampires, Lovecraft, Tolkien, Yiddish folklore, 
demonic cooks, The Three Stooges, and many more. In 2016, she was 
an Invited Speaker at the Conference on The Comic Supernatural 
at the Center for Medieval & Renaissance Studies at UCLA, present-
ing “Laughter Through Tears: Jewish Traditions of Golems, Demons, 
Fools.” Since retiring from the Coast Guard Academy, Faye has been 
in demand as a speaker for Jewish groups, and has presented pro-
grams on the Yiddish Theater, Jewish Humor, and The Three Stooges 
and the suppressed traditions of Jewish physical comedy to libraries, 
synagogues, historical societies, and senior residences from Florida to 
Long Island. At the Academy, she advised the Cadet Jewish Club and 
was a certified Lay Leader. Before the pandemic, she led services at 
Beth Jacob in Norwich and Bnai Israel in Willimantic. Since the pan-
demic she has led or co-led services for these two shuls and for Beth 
El, Emanu-El, and Ahavath Achim. In the Before Times, her alto voice 
could be heard with the Klezmer band Klezmenschen of Eastern Con-
necticut, for which she also plays keyboard. The CD she recorded with 
the late fiddler Bob Thurston, Hot Chestnuts: Old Songs, Endearing 
Charms, includes tracks of traditional Jewish music with Blues, Irish 
tunes, and sea music.

Cantor Michelle Rubenstein began leading services as a student 
more than 20 years ago at the campus Hillel when she was in college at 
Cornell University; she had 
little inkling that her lead-
ership role in campus 
Jewish life might at some 
point dictate a career path 
– nor that a friendship she 
formed with a graduate 
colleague, also involved 
with Cornell’s egalitarian 
minyan, would develop 
into a professional collab-
oration. But that’s exactly 
what happened. More 
than a decade after Rabbi 
Rachel Safman & Cantor 
Rubenstein first davened 
together in Annabelle Tay-
lor Hall, they joined forces 
to lead the Beth El congregation in inspirational, musically compel-
ling worship services that harness some of the youthful enthusiasm 
they brought to campus life. Since then she has served congregations 
in Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Pennsylvania in various cantorial, 
ritual, and educational capacities. She received a certificate in Jewish 
Liturgical Music from Hebrew College in 2012, and in 2018 received 
her cantorial smicha through the Cantorial Intern of the Cantors As-
sembly program. She is entering her third year of leading services for 
Beth El.

Next time—learn about the singers and musicians who have 
influenced our Fab Five!

Hazzan Sandford “Sandy” Cohn

Rosalyn “Roz” Etra

Marcia Reinhard

Faye Ringel

Cantor Michelle Rubenstein

Beth El Community Cemetery, located on Lestertown 
Road in Groton, is a Jewish inclusive cemetery 
accommodating the needs of the community.

-	 	No	synagogue	affiliation	
 required
-  Plots available: Jewish,
 interfaith, cremains & families
 Call Merrill: 860 383 5605

LOOKING FOR A PLACE FOR YOU OR YOUR 
LOVED ONES TO REST IN DIGNITY?
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Senior Connections
 
 
 

 
 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1. 2. 
Meatless 
Grinders  

3.   
 

4. 5. 12:00 deadline 
to order food for 
8/9 

6. 7.  

8. 9.  
Specialty Falafel 
Wrap  
Half Wrap and Side 
Salad 

10.  11. 12. 12:00 
deadline to order 
food for 8/16 

13. 14. 

15.  16. 
Tuna Salad  
 

17. 
 

18. 
12:00 Deadline to 
sign up for lunch 
at the Washington 
St. Coffee House 

 

19. 12:00 
deadline to order 
food for 8/23 

20. 21. 

22. 23. 
Pick Pocket 
Falafel Wrap  
Half Wrap and Side 
Salad 

24. 25. 
11:30 am lunch at 
the Washington 
St. Coffee House 

26. 12:00 
deadline to order 
food for 8/30 

27. 28. 

29. 30. 
Meatless Grinder  

31.  Reservations 
required.  
Please call 
Carly @ (860) 
444-6333 

 All Kosher Hot 
Lunches (KHL) 
begin @ 12:30.  
 

Suggested KHL 
donation is 
$3.00 

 August 2021 Senior Connections  

On 8/25 

Lunch and Kibbitz continues
It’s hot and sunny and the trees are blooming. Why not go outside 

and soak up some fresh air and get your daily dose of vitamin D? For 
this season, we are going to have our Senior Hot Lunch outside again 
at Bates Woods Park, catered by Pick Pockets (Groton) and Pizzarama 
(New London). Come see old friends and make some new ones as well.

We are requesting a suggested donation of $3.00 per person for 
each lunch.

Lunch and Kibbitz – Mondays at 12:30 pm
Deadline to reserve your meal is the Thursday at 12 noon before 

the Monday lunch
All events take place at: Bates Woods Park, 80 Chester St. New 

London, CT 06230

August 23 -- Pick Pocket Wrap -- Half 
of a Wrap and a Garden Salad -- Breaded 
Egg Plant topped with Fresh Mozzarella 
Cheese, Lettuce, Roasted Red Peppers 
with our House Balsamic Dressing.

August 30 -- Meatless Grinder -- 
Meatless Grinder served with Cheese, 
Lettuce, Tomatoes and Onions

August Event
Wed., Aug. 25 Washington Street Coffee 

House, Lunch on your own at 13 Washington 
Street #1, New London, CT. Meet you there 
at 11:30 am!

Come join us at the Washington Street Cof-
fee House for lunch and some sun. All reservations must be in by 
Wed., August 18 at 12:00 noon.

Stuff you need to know about 
our events

Carly’s Schedule – Please call 
Carly at 860-444-6333, Monday 
through Friday 9:00 AM to 3:00 
PM for all reservations or ques-
tions regarding Senior Services. 
We have limited space available, 
so please call as soon as possi-

ble to make sure you get a seat or reserve a spot for one of our exciting 
trips or one of our lunches.

Registration for Hebrew School is now open and we’re making 
plans to meet safely in person for the 2021/2022 school year.  Please 
join us for our open house on Thursday, August 26 at 5pm on the 
temple’s lawn. This event is for both prospective as well as current 
religious school families. Come learn about our program, serving pre-
k through 8th grade, and its new curriculum, meet this year’s teachers 
and faculty assistants and simply connect with our religious school 
family. Pizza and dessert will be served.  

Current families please bring your registration forms. Registration 
and informational packets will be available at the event or email re-
ligiousschool@tewaterford.org for our packet and/or more informa-
tion. We hope to see you there! 

Teachers needed
Temple Emanu-El Religious School (TERS) is pleased to an-

nounce that registration for Hebrew School is now open and 
we’re making plans to meet safely in person.  

If you are interested in teaching, we would love to have you 
join our team. Our staff are dedicated and strive to provide 
students with a knowledge of Jewish tradition in addition to a 
sense of identity and appreciation for the importance of Jew-
ish life in the community. Our program serves pre-k through 8th 
grade, and we are super excited about our dynamic, redesigned 

Temple Emanu-El Religious School Open House

curriculum.
If you are passionate, love 

children and want to make 
an impact in the life of a child 
please contact the school at 
religiousschool@tewater-
ford.org. 

Direct: 860-443-4400   Cell: 860-625-5255 
Email: Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com 
Website: www.CallTheHouseman.com 

Blog: CTHouseMan.com 

ON THE BAY 

FOR ALL YOUR  
REAL ESTATE NEEDS 

The Federation’s Annual Campaign launched August 8. If you are a 
Charter Oak Federal Credit Union member you can double your cam-
paign donation by submitting the matching gift form using the Charter 
Oak website.

Once again, Charter Oak will be giving away $100,000 in 100 days 
by matching our members donations to the 501(c)(3) organization of 
their choice!

The Matching Gifts Program will run until November 24, 2021 or 
until our Matching Gifts funding limit is met!

If you have any questions please contact Carolina Hernandez at 
860.446.3425 or chernandez@cofcu.com.

In 2020 member generosity allowed Charter Oak to reach its ex-
panded funding limit of $200,000, which means 2020’s combined giv-
ing from members and Charter Oak totals $400,000 to assist charities 
and non-profits.

The Jewish Federation benefited from this matching program when 
Federation donors sent donations totaling $2,600 and submitted the 

Charter Oak matching gifts program has launched
matching form to their credit 
union, Charter Oak. In turn, their 
contribution was doubled when 
the Federation received matching 
checks from Charter Oak totaling  
$2,600.

mailto:religiousschool%40tewaterford.org?subject=Teacher
mailto:religiousschool%40tewaterford.org?subject=Teacher
mailto:chernandez@cofcu.com
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    By  

Artie
  Dean

Delray Dilemma 2

Custom Tub & Shower
Enclosures

  • Design & Installation
  • All-Glass Enclosures

Expert Mirror Design &
Installation

  • Visit Our Showroom

151 Jefferson Avenue • New London, CT 06320
Phone (860) 442-0373 • Fax (860) 442-1356

SERVING SOUTHEASTERN CONNECTICUT
FOR OVER 60 YEARS

FULL  SERVICE  GLASS  SPECIALISTS

CO., INC
Ruby Glass

From last week…
A few blocks away, Hy Reingold spends the morning dreaming of 

the new apartment. He calls the rental agent, makes an appointment 
for a tour. He looks through his closets; makes a mental note to get 
some cardboard boxes to pack his clothes for the move. In the after-
noon he plans to stop in at the Delray Jewelry Exchange and get an 
appraisal on his newly found treasure. He thinks of stopping by the 
synagogue to give the Rabbi a donation to celebrate his good luck. But 
first he returns to the boardwalk. 

He glances out at the water’s edge, unconsciously wanting to re-
live his triumph. His breath catches in his throat, 
for there, on the shore, are two young men sifting 
through the sand with their fingers. The elation 
he’s felt all day dissolves. He grits his teeth, checks 
in his pocket for the ring, glances once again at 
the men searching. Searching for what? His first 
inclination is to hurry back to his apartment, but 
instead he sits down on his favorite bench and 
watches. They probably lost a set of keys, maybe a 
wallet. It’s no business of mine.

***
Part 2

Ruben continues searching the sand, while Hy 
Reingold watches from the boardwalk. The hope 
of finding Shelly’s engagement ring fades as the 
minutes pass. The adage “needle in a haystack,” springs to Ruben’s 
mind. He sifts the sand through his fingers, finds an object that sets his 
heart pounding only to find a soda can pull top. He checks his watch 
frequently, as his date with Shelly approaches. Beads of sweat glisten 
on his forehead. He imagines having to tell her, cringes at the imagined 
disappointment in her eyes. 

“Why don’t you leave a note. Report it to security,” Brad says as they 
leave the beach. “Offer a reward.”

Ruben nods, although, with his finances at a low point, he wonders 
what he might offer. He pauses at the Security Office, explains his pre-
dicament to the teenaged boy who stares at him with feigned sympa-
thy. He borrows a magic marker. He creates a sign and then posts it on 
a light post on the boardwalk, very near Hy Rheingold, who stares at 
his feet.

“Gotta wash up before I meet up with Shelly,” Ruben mutters as he 
and Brad part ways.

Brad puts a hand on Ruben’s shoulder. “These things happen. Give 
the girl some credit. She’ll understand.”

 Ruben nods, shrugs his shoulders. “She’ll have to.” But, after 
all the times he’s let her down, he’s not so sure.

***

Hy Rheingold waits until the 
two young men have gone, then 
rises from his bench and ap-
proaches the light post. He reads 
the newly drawn sign. 3 CARAT 
PEAR SHAPED DIAMOND EN-
GAGEMENT RING LOST ON THE 
BEACH. REWARD OFFERED. 
CALL RUBEN  

Hy reaches into his pocket 
and pulls out the ring, examin-
ing it once again, as it sparkles 
in the glory of the setting sun. 
Pear Shaped, 3 Carats, at least, 
but who’s to say this is really the 
ring? Pear shapes are very popu-
lar these days. But as hard as he 
tries to fool himself the sinking 
feeling in Hy’s gut intensifies. He 
grapples with choices, dazzled by 
the allure of a new apartment. 

He decides to seek the Rabbi’s 
advice, stops by the synagogue 
on his way to the Delray Jewelry 
Store.

“I wanted to ask you a hypo-
thetical question,” Hy begins.

Rabbi Hirshenbaum listens 
attentively, then reaches up to a 
bookcase and removes a leather-
bound text. He thumbs through 
its pages for a few moments, 
finds what he’s looking for and 
then turns it towards Hy. “Read,” 
the rabbi says and points out a 
line with his finger.

Hy’s eyes widen as he reads 
the wisdom of the sages. 

“So, can this hypothetical item 
be definitely identified,” the Rab-
bi asks.

Hy takes a deep breath. He 
swallows, his mouth dry. “Pos-
sibly,” he mumbles. “It’s not so 
simple.”

“So, in the end, it’s up to your 
conscience,” the Rabbi says. “I 
mean, the hypothetical person’s 
conscience. Now excuse me, I’ve 
got to prepare for services. My 
sermon’s about doing the right 
thing.”

Hy rolls his eyes, scurries 
from the Rabbi’s office. He makes 
his way to the Delray Jewelry 
store where he meets the owner. 

“How much would you charge for a three carat pear shaped diamond?”
“Sold something very much like that a week ago to a young man 

looking to get engaged. “He paid $24,000. . .lost it can you believe it? 
Wanted to know if I had a replacement policy. Imagine how quickly I’d 
go broke if I believed every hard luck story people fed me.”

Hy smiles weakly, averts his gaze, feigns interest in a Rolex watch 
in the glass showcase, then leaves abruptly when the jeweler turns to 
help another customer.

***
At the Delray Bistro on Atlantic Avenue, Ruben and Shelly are sit-

ting at an outside table overlooking the ocean. “You’ve no idea how 
much I’ve missed you,” Ruben says, staring earnestly into Shelly’s eyes. 

Shelly blinks rapidly, an idiosyncrasy she’d developed in college 
when under stress. “The last time we met you said you wanted to mar-
ry me,” she blurts.

“And I meant it,” Brad says, a fist tightening in his belly. “I just need-
ed some time to get on my feet. I’m much more serious now.”

“It’s been four years since you left for New York. Why should I be-
lieve anything’s changed?” she says, her left eye twitching uncontrol-
lably. “You bought a Corvette instead of making the down payment on 
the wedding hall.”

Ruben’s smile crumbles. “I’ve changed, really I have. I’m not the 
same person.”

“I figured you loved that car more than me.”
“Never. In fact, I had a little surprise for you…”
Shelly waits, expectantly, with a feeling that the next few minutes 

might define the rest of her life. Had a suprise?
Ruben pauses, averting his eyes. He stares out at the horizon in si-

lence. If she finds out I lost the ring she’ll write me off as a total loser. 

To be continued. . .
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By Sheila Horvitz

The best games for Israel ever
The Tokyo 2020 Olympics ended on Sunday, August 8 and for Is-

rael, the bottom line is clear: it was the most successful Games in the 
country’s history.  Israel’s athletes won more medals and reached 
more finals competitions than ever before. For a country that first sent 

a delegation to the Olympics in 1952 and did not win a single medal 
until 40 years later, the results in Tokyo are a cause for national cel-
ebration.

Israel marked historic wins and achievements over the 17 days of 
competition, with its best-ever Olympic showing. Israel competed in 
Tokyo with its largest contingent to date − a delegation of 90 athletes, 
55 men and 35 women, who competed in 15 different sports. This was 
almost double the previous number of 47 athletes who represented 
Israel at the 2016 Rio de Janeiro Olympics.

Israel returned home from Tokyo with two gold and two bronze 
medals, a record number of medals won by Israel in one Olympics. 
Artistic gymnast Artem Dolgopyat won the gold medal in the men’s 
floor exercise from the artistic gymnasts’ competition and rhythmic 
gymnast Linoy Ashram won the gold medal at the women’s rhythmic 
individual all-around event. Taekwondo practitioner Avishag Semberg 
won the bronze medal in the Women’s 49 kg category and the national 
judo team won another bronze medal in the mixed team event. Sev-
eral Israeli athletes advanced to the finals of their respective sporting 
events but narrowly missed out on standing on the winner’s podium.

Even off the podium, Israel set a number of records and achieved 
numerous accomplishments. Matan Roditi, Israel’s first-ever Olym-
pic open-water swimmer, came in fourth in the 10km race, marking 
a new high for Israeli swimmers. Marhu Teferi came in 13th in the 
men’s marathon early Sunday morning, setting an Israeli record for an 
Olympic marathon finish. Anastasia Gorbenko became the first Israeli 
female swimmer to qualify for an Olympic final, and cyclist Omer Sha-
pira was up ahead during the women’s cycling road race until she was 
caught by the pack in the final minutes.

There were also some disappointments for Team Israel as well: 
runner Lonah Chemtai Salpeter, who won the Tokyo 2020 Marathon 
and was a favorite to medal on Saturday, had to pause the race due to 
stomach pains and ultimately finished 66th, after leading the pack for 
much of the way. And while Israel’s equestrian team made its Olym-
pic debut this year, competitors in both the individual and team show 
jumping fell off their horses and were eliminated. Windsurfing medal 
favorite Katy Spychakov ultimately finished in sixth place overall.

Israel also made its Olympic debut in Tokyo in archery, baseball, 
and surfing. Archer Itay Shanny finished ninth overall, after beat-

Hadassah News
Israel at the Olympics

ing out opponents who were ranked significantly 
higher than him. Israel’s baseball team finished its 
Cinderella-like run in fifth out of six teams overall.

Munich Massacre remembered at Olympic  
ceremony

The games marked another first: An official com-
memoration during the opening ceremony, with a 
moment of silence for the 11 Israelis murdered in 
a terrorist attack at the 1972 Munich Olympics. The 
attack on Sept. 5, 1972, happened during the sec-
ond week of the Munich Olympics. It was carried out 
by the terrorist group Black September, which took 
members of the Israel delegation hostage and later 
killed them in a standoff with police. A West German 
police officer was also killed.

The International Olympic Committee had re-
peatedly turned down requests to hold a moment 
of silence to remember the massacre despite pleas 
from the victims’ families and Jewish organizations. 
In 2012, then Olympic Committee President Jacques 
Rogge even called the idea of honoring them “inap-
propriate.”

But nearly 50 years after Palestinian terrorists 
murdered 11 Israeli athletes and coaches in the 

Olympic Village, the committee finally allowed a 
moment of silence to take place.

During the moment of silence at the Opening 
Ceremony, the words “We, the Olympic community, 
also remember all the Olympians and members of our 
community who have so sadly left us, in particular, we 
remember those who lost their lives during the Olym-
pic Games,” were announced in the stadium.

Families of the Munich victims had campaigned 
for years for greater public recognition for the dead 
from the International Olympic Committee. Ankie 
Spitzer and Ilana Romano, widows of two of the 
victims, had led the charge for years and were pres-
ent during the ceremony. They 
were pleased that the moment of 
silence finally came and accord-
ing to The Jerusalem Post said in a 
statement: “We finally have justice 
for the husbands, sons, and fathers 
that were murdered in Munich.” 

And representing the United 
States, First Lady Jill Biden was on 
hand during the Ceremony.

David Aaronson, former senior 
adviser to Israel’s Minister of Re-
gional Cooperation, thanked the 
organizers of the Tokyo Olympics 
for this “long-overdue moment of 
silence,” and tweeted: “Sad that it 

took 49 years to finally happen but better late than 
never. May the memories of the Israeli victims of the 
1972 Munich Olympics Massacre be a blessing for-
ever enshrined in our hearts.”

Youth aliyah graduate achieves Olympic dream
On August 8, Tachlowini “Louis” Gabriyesos fin-

ished in 16th place in the marathon at the Tokyo 
Olympics. At 23 years old, he is now among the best 
20 marathon runners in the world.

While we always highlight first the big winners 
at the Olympic games, we must not overlook the 
stories of athletes like “Louis” whose dreams are 
realized and who are proud of their achievements, 
even though we may not see them on the podium 
with a medal.

What makes “Louis” and his accomplishments so 
special for us at Hadassah and for the Jewish com-
munity is that he is a graduate of Youth Aliyah, nur-
tured and supported by the villages that have a long 
history of providing refuge to young immigrants 
like “Louis”.

Henrietta Szold originally established Youth Ali-
yah as a refuge for youth fleeing the Holocaust and 
brought them to survive and thrive in villages in 
Palestine. Her vision and ideals were then expand-
ed with the establishment of the State of Israel to 
take in refugee children orphaned from other lands 
as well as children in need in Israel. Hadassah-sup-
ported Youth Aliyah villages have helped to raise 
world-class athletes, scholars, and young people in 
every walk of life and profession, succeeding and 
thriving in their lives.

Tachlowini “Louis” Gabriyesos fled his home 
country Eritrea at the age of 12 to avoid conscrip-
tion in the Eritrean army. He embarked on foot on 
a treacherous journey across the Sudan and Egypt 
until he reached Israel. Israeli border guards placed 
him in a detention center, where he met Natan Bi-
ron, former general manager of the Hadassah Neu-
rim Youth Aliyah Village who agreed to enroll him 
as a student at the youth village.

With the support of teachers and staff, “Louis” 
studied, learned Hebrew, and received first-rate 
athletic training as a marathon runner on a state-
of-the-art track with professional coaches and a 
comprehensive training routine. He became one of 
Israel’s top runners. In March, he became the first 
refugee to clock a qualifying time for the Olympic 
games after running a 2:10:55 marathon. 

At the Tokyo Olympics, “Louis” represented the 
Refugee Olympic Team. During an interview with 
World Athletics, “Louis” said:

“The Olympics is my dream as a professional ath-
lete. I want to show others that everything is possible, 
and they shouldn’t give up.”

Palestinian gunmen took 11 Israeli athletes hos-
tage in Munich's Olympic Village in 1972.

TOKYO, JAPAN - JULY 23 U.S. First Lady, Jill Biden takes part in a moment of 
silence during the Opening Ceremony of the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games at 
Olympic Stadium.

Tachlowini Louis Gabriyesos raises the Refugee Olympic flag during 
opening ceremonies at 2020 Olympics.
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On Sunday, August 8, our community got together-- for 
the first time in a VERY long time-- for an Ice Cream Social at 
the Hygienic Art Gallery in downtown New London.

Thank you to Hygienic Art Gallery board member, Josh 
Friedman, for helping us secure the space.

The event was held outdoors under an overhead cover-
ing-- so, rain or shine it was safe. It was just fantastic to see 
so many people smiling and laughing and eating ice cream.

People danced and laughed and ate sundaes. 
The music, by local rock band Rock King Rowe really got 

our groove on! Thank you to local musicians Chris Rock, Dan 
King, and Jonathan Rowe for volunteering their time and 
talent to the event.

Thank you to our teens Max Frischling, Emmerson Kaye, 
Regan Kaye, Simone Lerner, Ethan Novick and Daniel 
Sapozhnikov-- for scooping the ice cream and to Berry’s Ice 
Cream for their delicious flavors!

So many people worked hard to make the Ice Cream So-

JFEC’s Campaign kick off and  
ice cream social – lots of fun!

cial fun and successful. Federation staff, led by Federation PJ 
Library Coordinator, Barbara Wolfe, dove into details of the 
day with relish and enthusiasm.

We hope you had a chance to see our staff in action-- Mar-
cia Reinhard, Mimi Perl, Jennifer Ripa, Rachel Sheriff, Tammy 
Kaye, Barbara Wolfe, and Carly Luft. They were the ones with 
the best smiles!

Special thanks to volunteers, JFEC president, Gabe Stern, 
and JFEC Campaign Chair, Scott Wolfe, for inspiring us from 
the stage. And, to volunteer photographer, I. Bruce Levine, 
who took fabulous photos during the event.

And thank you to everyone who came out to the event. 
The event proceeds went to support to the Federation’s Op-
eration Cool Down program, which supplies free air condi-
tioners to individuals and families in need of relief from the 
heat. These families depend on us, and we didn’t disappoint!

Thank you everyone for coming out to support the Fed-
eration!

l-r Benji Miller, his friend Elise, Sue and Stuart Miller, Joshua 

Friedman (credit: C Savel)

L-r seated JFEC staff Carly Luft, Tammy Kaye, Carin Savel; 

standing, Mimi Perl, Jennifer Ripa, Marcia Reinhard, and 

Rachel Sheriff (credit: C Savel)

l-r Caryn Novick, Elena and Eugene Sapozhnikov, Marcia Reinhard, and 
Carly Luft (credit: C Savel)

L-r Sema Stein, Romana Primus, Kathleen McFadden, and Barbara Sahagan  
(credit: B Levine)
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More Campaign kick off FUN!

Len and Linda Cohen dressing their sundaes 

(credit: B Levine)

Barbara and Scott Wolfe dancing to 

the music (credit: B Levine)

Romana and Chuck Primus cut loose (credit: B 

Levine)

Local rock band Rock King Rowe -- l-r Chris Rock, Dan King, and Jonathan Rowe (Credit: B. Levine)

Gabe Stern, JFEC Board Presi-dent (credit: B Levine)

Owner Laura Beckham (l) of 

Berry’s Ice Cream and one of 

her staff get ready for the crowd 

(credit: B Levine)
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More Campaign kick off FUN!

Carin Savel (r) with longtime friend Pat Wat-

son (credit: C Savel)

Rabbi Aaron Rosenberg (credit: B Levine)

Ethan Novick (r), teen volunteer, offers toppings to his brother Ryan to 

put the finishing touches on his sundae. (credit: B Levine)

Martin Manley (credit: B Levine)
Army Rowe (credit: B Levine) Stuart Miller (credit: B Levine)

Teens who helped serve ice cream l-r seated Ethan Novick, Regan and 

Emmerson Kaye, Simone Lerner, standing Daniel Sapozhnikov and Max 

Frischling (credit: B Levine)
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SCHEDULES CONT. ON PG 11

Congregation Ahavath Achim,  
Colchester - 860-537-2809

Mon., Sept. 6 6:45 P.M. Erev Rosh Hashanah Zoom Service 
Tues., Sept. 7-930 A.M.1st day Rosh Hashanah Service  
Hybrid Service / Tashlich follows Service on September 7
Wed., Sept. 8-9:30 A.M 2nd Day Rosh Hashanah  
Hybrid Service 
Wed., Sept. 15- 6:45 P.M. Kol Nidre Service, Hybrid Service
Thurs., Sept. 16 - 9:30 A.M. Yom Kippur Day Service  
Hybrid Service
6:45 P.M. Neilah Hybrid Service
Tues., Sept. 21-930 A.M. Sukkot Hybrid Service

We are now accepting applications for Hebrew School. 
Tuition is included with your membership. For additional 
information please call our office at 860 537-2809.

Congregation Ahavath Chesed,  
New London - 860-442-3234

Congregation Ahavath Chesed, New London, will offer 
in-person services in their spacious sanctuary. For more 
information and reservations, please call 860-442-3234, or 
email ahavath.chesed@att.net.

Weekly Shabbat services: 9:45 am

Rosh Hashanah:
Monday, September 5: Evening Services 7:00pm
Tuesday September 6: Shacharis 8:00am
Torah and Shofar services 10:30am
Mincha and Tashlich 6:25pm
Wednesday, September 7: Shacharis 8:00am
Torah and Shofar services 10:30am
Mincha 6:45pm

Yom Kippur:
Wednesday, September 15: Mincha and Kol Nidre 6:40pm
Thursday, September 16: Shacharis 9:00am
Torah service 11:30am
Yizkor 12:30pm
Mincha and Neilah 5:20pm
Break-the-fast 7:37pm

Sukkot:
Monday, September 20: Mincha-Maariv services 6:35pm
Followed by kiddush in the sukkah (there is a special mitz-
vah to eat in the sukkah on the first night of Sukkot) 
Tuesday, September 21: Shacharis 9:45am
Mincha 6:35 Pm
Wednesday, September 22: Shacharis 9:45am
Mincha 6:35pm

Shemini Atzeret/Simchat Torah
Monday, September 27: Mincha-Maariv services 6:30pm
Tuesday, September 28: Shacharis 9:45am
Yizkor 11:30am
Mincha 6:30pm
Maariv and Hakafot 7:20pm
Wednesday, September 29:
Shacharis 9:45am
Kiddush 10:45am
Hakafot 11:30am

High Holiday Schedules
Congregation Beth El,  

New London/Waterford
860-442-0418

Sat., August 28, 7:30 p.m., Community  
Selichot Service via Zoom 
Sun., August 29, 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. at 
Emanu-El, HH Mahzor and Apple Cake & 
Honey bag pick-up (members)

Rosh Hashana
Mon., Sept. 6, 6:00 p.m. Erev Rosh Hashanah 
Tues., Sept. 7, 9:30 a.m. Rosh Hashanah, 1st Day
Tues., Sept. 7, 4:00 p.m. Tashlich at Ocean Beach 
Wed., Sept. 8, 9:30 a.m. Rosh Hashanah, 2nd Day

Memorial Services: 
Ohave Shalom Cemetery 
Sun., Sept. 12, 10:00 a.m. - Ohave Cemetery,  
Waterford
11:00 a.m. - Beth El Cemetery, Groton

Yom Kippur
Wed., Sept. 15, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. at Emanu-El 
- Break-the-Fast meal (for members with RSVP) & 
Book of Remembrance pick-up
Wed., Sept. 15, 6:00 p.m. Kol Nidre, Mincha
6:30 p.m. Kol Nidre
Thurs., Sept. 16, 9:30 a.m. Yom Kippur Morning 
Service
4:45 p.m. Mincha 
6:00 p.m. Neilah
7:38 p.m. Final Shofar blowing and Havdalah

Beth Jacob Synagogue,  
Norwich - 860-886-2459

Most services will be held on both Zoom and in 
person

Rosh Hashanah – September 6-8
First Night, Monday, September 6, 6:30 pm
First day, Tuesday, September 7, 9:00 am
Second day, Wednesday, September 8, 9:00 am

Yom Kippur – September 15-16
Kol Nidrei, Wednesday, September 15, 6:30 pm
Day service, Thursday, September 16

Morning service 9:00 am
Rabbi’s study session 4:00 pm
Mincha Service 5:30 pm
Neilah service, 6:55 pm
Break-fast, 7:40 pm

Congregation B’nai Shalom, Putnam

susandstern@gmail.com

All services will be virtual other than our special 
Shofar and Taschlich service on the lawn.

Rosh Hashana
Monday, September 6, Virtual Erev Rosh Hashana, 
7 PM 
Tuesday, September 7, Virtual Rosh Hashana First 
Day Services, 9:30 AM

Tuesday, September 7, Shofar Service and Taschlich 
on the Lawn, 5 PM
(Rain date on September 8)
Wednesday, September 8, Virtual Rosh Hashana 
Second Day Services, 9:30 AM
Wednesday, September 15, Virtual Kol Nidre, 7 PM, 
(following virtual cello selections at 6:30 PM)

Yom Kippur
Thursday, September 16, Virtual Yom Kippur Ser-
vices, 9:30 AM, with Yizkor at 11 AM
Thursday, September 16, Virtual Yom Kippur Con-
cluding Services, including Storytelling, 5:30 PM
You will be able to break your fast shortly after 7:30 
PM!

Succot
Sunday, September 26, Congregation BYO Succot 
Picnic, 1 PM
(For more information, please e-mail susandstern@
gmail.com)

Temple Bnai Israel,  
Willimantic - 860-423-3743

In-Person and Zoom Requirements
All Are Welcome
As we do every year, we invite the entire community, 
members, and non-members, to attend our High 
Holiday services. Tickets are not required and there 
is no entry fee. If you would like to make a donation, 
please send it to Temple Bnai Israel, P.O. Box 61, Wil-
limantic, CT 06226.
If you will be attending by Zoom
You will need the Zoom links, this year’s Supple-
ment, and a hard-copy or PDF Mahzor (prayerbook). 
All Temple members will receive the Zoom links by 
email. If you are attending in person on September 
7th, you can obtain your supplement/Mahzor at that 
time; otherwise contact the office to make arrange-
ments.
If you are not a Temple member, contact the Temple 
office at 860-423-3743 or If you will be attending in 
person:
Adults and children age 12 and older must be vac-
cinated to attend in person. Expect to wear a mask, 
except on the bimah. Seating in the sanctuary will 
not be distanced; the social hall will be a space for 
distanced seating. These requirements are subject to 
change.
Selichot – In-Person only Saturday, August 28, 
8:00 p.m.
We conclude Shabbat with a kumzitz of songs of 
hope and peace, transitioning through Havdalah 

mailto:ahavath.chesed@att.net
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to begin our High Holiday prayers with songs of forgiveness and 
renewal. A brief work party follows to prepare our sanctuary for the 
Holidays.
Temple Cemetery Memorial Service Sunday, September 12, 
11:30 a.m. Temple Bnai Israel Cemetery
Rosh Hashanah
Monday September 6, 7:30 pm Erev Rosh Hashanah
Tuesday September 7, 10 a.m. Morning Service, First Day Rosh 
Hashanah
Tashlich at Lauter Park follows the service (weather permitting)
Wednesday, September 8, 10 a.m. Second Day Rosh Hashanah 
ZOOM ONLY
Morning Service begins 10:00 a.m. 

Yom Kippur
Wednesday, September 15 Kol Nidrei
Begins promptly at 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, September 16
Morning Service begins 10:00 a.m. Services conclude 
~12:00 p.m. 
Yizkor Service, 5:30 p.m.
Conclusion - Ne’ilah ~6:00 p.m., Final Shofar ~7:40 p.m.

Temple Emanu-El,  
Waterford - 860-443-3005

Guidelines
• All congregants and guests must provide proof of vacci-

nation to attend in person services. A copy of the vaccina-
tion card should be provided to the Temple office ahead of 
time at office@tewaterford.org, by September 1.  

• Everyone is required to wear a Mask for all indoor ser-
vices.

• All congregants and guests are welcome to attend services 
via Zoom. Preregistration for Zoom services is required. 
See www.tewaterford.org to find links to register for each 
service.

• If Zoom does not work for you, you may participate in 
services by watching YouTube Live. Note, there may be a 
short delay in start times when watching on YouTube.

• All Adults including families with young children are 
encouraged to attend all outdoor services on both Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur.

• A donation of $75 per Guest is suggested.
Selichot

Community Selichot Program is on Saturday, August 28, 7:30 P.M:
Communal prayers for divine forgiveness, said during the High 
Holiday season. Drawing from biblical verses and rabbinic teach-
ings, they are a soul-stirring introduction to the Days of Awe.

Cemetery Visit
Rabbi Marc Ekstrand and Cantorial Soloist Sherry Barnes will be 
social distancing with masks at the Hebrew Benevolent Society 
Cemetery #3 & #4 on Middle Rd. in Preston on Sunday, August 
29, from 11:00 A.M - 12:00 P.M.

For those who plan on attending services via Zoom or 
YouTube Live
Machzor (Prayerbook) Pickup, Thursday, September 2
For those who plan on attending by Services by Zoom or 
YouTube Live

• Drive through at Temple Emanu-El (don’t get out of your 
car)

• Rabbi Marc and Cantorial Soloist Sherry will greet you 
with a set of High Holiday Machzorim Pick which time 
works for you:

  12:00 P.M. – 1:00 P.M. or
    6:30 P.M. – 7:30 P.M.

• Return Payer books by driving though on Sept. 23, same 
time schedule as pick up.

Mon., Sept. 6 
Erev Rosh Hashanah Service 8:00 P.M. indoors, see 
Guidelines above
Tues., Sept. 7 
Rosh Hashanah Morning Service 10:00 A.M. indoors, 
see Guidelines above
• Rosh Hashanah family service 4:30 P.M., outside 

at Hole in the Wall, 4 Baptist Ln, Niantic
• Tashlich and Havdalah, directly following family 

service, about 5:15 P.M., outside at Hole in the 
Wall*

• symbolically cast off your sins at your favorite 
body of water in person or while on Zoom. Bring 
your own bread crumbs, shofar, Havdalah candle, 
spices, and wine/juice

Wed., Sept. 15 
Erev Yom Kippur/Kol Nidre Service 8:00 P.M.
Thurs., Sept. 16 
Yom Kippur Morning including Yizkor Service 10:00 
A.M.

TBI Preservation Society,  
Danielson

Nberman@templebethisraelct.org  

This year, Temple Beth Israel Preservation 
Society will be holding hybrid high holiday 
services. Services will be held in person at 
Temple Beth Israel in Danielson with a Zoom 
online option. After a year of social distanc-
ing due to the pandemic, we are thankful 
for the opportunity to gather in person for 
services at Temple Beth Israel in the tradition 
we have, up until now, taken for granted. For 
those who cannot be present for the services, 
attendance via Zoom will be an option. The 
services will combine traditional and contem-
porary prayers and blessings. Participation by 
all who attend, either in person or online, is 
encouraged. 

Details for online participation will be 
posted on the Preservation Society website: 
www.templebethisraelct.org

Rosh Hashana Service: Tuesday, Sept. 7, 
9:30 am

Erev Yom Kippur – Kol Nidre: Wednesday, 
Sept 15, 7:00 pm

Yom Kippur Service: Thursday, Sept. 16, 
9:30 am

SCHEDULES CONT. FROM PG 10

mailto:office@tewaterford.org
http://www.tewaterford.org
mailto:nberman@bermandevalerio.com
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Dropbox/20%20Aug%202021%20Leader/High%20Holiday%20Services/www.templebethisraelct.org


12     THE JEWISH LEADER, AUGUST 20, 2021

44726

 Diamonds  ❖  Watches  ❖  Crystal
 Fine Contemporary & Antique Jewelry

 Custom Jewelry Design  ❖  Expert Jewelry & Watch Repair
 Estate Jewelry Bought & Sold

 262 Boston Post Road • Utopia Centre 
 Waterford, CT • (860) 442-4391

 Monday - Thursday 10:00-6:00  ❖  Friday 10:00-7:00  ❖  Saturday 10:00-4:00

 Since 1919 Southeastern Connecticut’s Oldest and Most Respected Jewelers

AUTO  |  HOME  |  COMMERCIAL  |  MARINE  
 
 
 
 

 
ANDREW J. LEVINE 

Owner, Producer, 40+ Years Experience 
 

221 Boston Post Rd.                                  860-739-4444 Office 
P.O. Box 339                860-739-6861 Fax 
East Lyme, CT 06333               andy@ligct.com  

L E V I N E   

INSURANCE GROUP, LLC 

COVIDCONT. FROM PG 1

levels of illness require different drugs or drug 
combinations.

Here we report on the progress of three 
promising Israeli drug candidates for treating 
Covid-19. One is given intravenously; one is 
swallowed as a pill; and one is inhaled.

Allocetra by Enlivex Therapeutics
Allocetra is an immunotherapy drug candi-

date that reprograms malfunctioning immune 
cells called macrophages.

It’s based on the research of Enlivex chief 
scientific and medical officer Dr. Dror Mevo-
rach, chief of internal medicine at Hadassah-
Hebrew University Medical Center in Jerusalem 
and head of one of its coronavirus units.

Allocetra is given once by an IV infusion to 
severe or critical patients in the hospital.

“To date, we’ve treated 10 critical and 11 se-
vere Covid-19 patients,” says Novik.

“The results were encouraging. We did not see any issue with safety 
and tolerability. Nineteen of the 21 patients were released from the 
hospital in 5.6 days, on average, after receiving our drug product — 
less time than you’d expect at this level of illness.”

Enlivex now is initiating a Phase IIb randomized, controlled study 
of 152 patients in Israel and Europe, half getting Allocetra and half a 
placebo.

“The objective is to get final clarity and confirmation of whether 
our drug product is as effective as we think it is in severe and critical 
patients. The study has an endpoint for each type of patient,” Novik 
says.

“Assuming the data will be supportive, we will use it to try getting 
regulatory approval in various locations to get it on the market.”

Novik explains that Allocetra does not target the virus. “It targets 
the side effect of the virus: organ failure, typically in the lungs, asso-
ciated with Covid-19. It’s agnostic to the strain of the variant, which 
could be Delta today, Epsilon tomorrow.”

Allocetra is specific to severe and critical patients, he emphasizes.
“Some of the antibodies approved for use in the US were taken from 

the plasma of recovered patients or developed in the lab. These were 
mostly given to moderate patients who didn’t already have organ fail-
ure but had a high quantity of virus in their system,” says Novik.

“Sicker patients have little virus left in the body; they’ve developed 
other serious issues. If approved, our therapy would be like shooting 
with a tank instead of a rifle.”

Opaganib by RedHill Biopharma
Opaganib is being evaluated as an oral drug with antiviral and anti-

inflammatory actions to treat severe Covid-19 pneumonia.
A Phase II/III study involving 475 patients on several continents 

was completed on July 19. RedHill COO Gilead Raday tells ISRAEL21c 
that the findings will be available soon pending data accumulation and 
analysis.

Shaare Zedek Medical Center 
in Jerusalem gave the drug candi-
date to 23 patients on a compas-
sionate use basis in April and May 
2020 and compared outcomes to 
control patients. Results, pub-
lished in the Journal of Emerging 
Diseases and Virology, were en-
couraging though anecdotal.

“All the patients showed im-
provement across several clini-
cal parameters and biomarkers,” 
says Raday. “There were zero 
events of mechanical intubation 
and ventilation, while a third of 
the control patients did have to 
be intubated and ventilated. The 
patients treated with our product 
also improved in terms of oxygen 
requirement, lymphocyte count 
and other inflammatory mark-
ers.”

A Phase II study of opaganib 
in 40 American hospital patients 
demonstrated consistent benefit 
compared to those on drugs such 
as remdesivir and helped them to 
be discharged faster, he adds.

Because opaganib doesn’t act 
on the spike protein of the coro-
navirus, but rather on a mecha-
nism the virus uses in the body 
to replicate and spread, “we think 
it will continue to be effective 
against Delta and any future vari-
ants with differences in the spike 
protein,” says Raday.

An oral pill is easy to distrib-
ute and administer to non-hospi-
talized patients, which describes 
most of the Covid patients around 
the world, he points out.

“Experts are now focusing on 
oral therapy for outpatients early 
in the diagnosis of the disease to 
prevent deterioration and hospi-
talization,” Raday says.

The drug’s ability to inhibit 
virus replication is potentially 
helpful at early stages of Cov-

id-19, while its anti-inflammatory ability to 
reduce the hyperimmune response is poten-
tially helpful in later stages, he explains.

“If our global Phase II/III studies confirm 
or replicate the results we saw in compas-
sionate use and Phase II studies, opaganib 
would be a gamechanger in treating Cov-
id-19. The pill could be broadly implement-
ed to patients in various stages of disease.”

RedHill Biopharma also has a second 
oral pill candidate, with a different antiviral 
mechanism, under investigation for treating 
Covid-19 patients.

EXO-CD24
EXO-CD24, an experimental inhaled 

medication developed by Prof. Nadir Ar-
ber at Tel Aviv Sourasky Medical Center, is 
designed to stop the “cytokine storm” that 
occurs in the lungs of 5-7% of Covid-19 pa-
tients.

A cytokine storm is when the immune system goes haywire and 
starts attacking healthy cells with an overabundance of cytokine cells, 
which normally control the growth and activity of other immune sys-
tem cells.

Results of a Phase I trial released last February showed all 30 pa-
tients treated with EXO-CD24 recovered, 29 of them leaving the hospi-
tal within three to five days of treatment.

On August 5, the medical center reported that 93% of 90 serious 
Covid-19 patients, treated in several Greek hospitals with EXO-CD24 
as part of a Phase II clinical trial, were discharged within five days.

No significant side effects were seen in patients in the Phase I or II 
trials, probably because EXO-CD24 is delivered directly to the lungs.

“The preparation is given by inhalation, once a day for only a few 
minutes, for five days,” said Dr. Shiran Shapira, director of Arber’s labo-
ratory, which studies the CD24 protein and its role in regulating the 
immune system.

“The drug is based on exosomes, [vesicles] that are released from 
the cell membrane and used for intercellular communication. We en-
rich the exosomes with CD24, a protein expressed on the surface of the 
cell,” explained Shapira.

Arber describes EXO-CD24 as a precision medication because it 
targets only the mechanism involved in cytokine storms. It does not 
affect the entire immune system, as steroids do.

The drug now goes into Phase III controlled studies involving 155 
Covid-19 patients in Israel. Two-thirds will receive EXO-CD24, while 
the remaining one-third will get a placebo. This study is expected to be 
completed by the end of 2021.

“Even if the vaccines perform their function, and even if no new 
mutations are produced, then still in one way or another the corona 
will remain with us,” said Arber, director of the medical center’s Inte-
grated Cancer Prevention Center.

A patient recovering after receiving Prof. Nadir Arber’s experimental EXO-CD24 
Covid-19 treatment. Photo courtesy of Tel Aviv Sourasky Medical Center
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EMISSARIES CONT. FROM PG 1

2022. At least one other community in SNEC did the same and possibly 
a third. The registration for applications for 2022 has already closed, 
so we needed to let them know before that we are interested in having 
the emissaries return. 

I am in regular communication with many of our past emissaries 
and hope we will have as much success this coming year as we did this 
past year with virtual emissary programs. A few have said they would 
engage with us again as best they can. Last year we had 17 virtual pro-
grams from 8 emissaries. That averages almost 1.5 per month. It could 
be tricky to navigate if we are back in person, but I’m sure we can and 
will make it work. Where there’s a will, there’s a way. I firmly believe in 
the art of positive thinking, putting it out into the universe and it will 
happen. I am hoping that we are all back in person, even if we need to 
wear masks and social distance. 

Donations for the Young Emissary program are more than welcome 
to help us bring the program back. Checks can be made out to JFEC 
with a simple “Young Emissary Program” notation on the memo line of 
your check or tell Mimi if you call in with a credit card. 

Looking forward to 2022 and having our Young Emissary program 
return. In the meantime, wishing you all a happy and healthy New 
Year. Shana Tovah U’metukah. May we all be inscribed in the Book of 
Life for another year. 

youth groups and day schools, amid the ongoing COVID-19 crisis and 
rising antisemitism, in all corners of the world including United States, 
Canada, Paraguay, Mexico, South Africa, England, France, Hungary, 
Italy and, for the first time, Spain, Switzerland, Belgium, and Monaco. 

“The Jewish Agency’s ShinShinim bring Israel directly into the 
lives of thousands of children and young people throughout the Jew-
ish world. With them, they infuse their communities with a bright, 
young and dynamic spirit and foster their communities’ connection 
with Israel. Today, their mission is doubly important as most discourse 
around Israel takes place on social media platforms which ShinShinim 
know how to navigate,” said the Jewish Agency’s Director-General and 
CEO Amira Ahronovitz. “They are also part of the 2,000 Jewish Agency 
Shlichim (Israeli emissaries) who serve Jewish communities around 
the world and act as a living bridge between Israel and Jews around 
the globe.”

SERVICE CONT. FROM PG 1

ShinShinim in Israel before departing for their communities around 
the world. (photo credit: AMIT AMAR) 

Jews of Color in the United States yearn for and at times feel a sense 
of belonging in the Jewish community, but also experience discrimi-
nation and tokenization and feel forced to conform to expectations 
or norms of the majority white Jewish population, says a new report 
released today from the Jews of Color initiative. The groundbreak-
ing study, Beyond the Count: Perspectives and Lived Experiences 
of Jews of Color, provides the first-ever look on such a large scale of 
the lived experiences and perspectives of Jews of Color in the United 
States—including how they think about Jewish identity, their experi-
ences in Jewish communities, their experiences with systemic racism 
in Jewish spaces, and more.

 

Key Findings of Beyond the Count include:
Experiencing discrimination. 80% of the 1,118 survey respon-

dents said they experienced discrimination in Jewish settings, with 
the largest percentage experiencing discrimination in a Jewish spiri-
tual community, congregation, or synagogue. Just 20% have not expe-
rienced discrimination in Jewish settings.

Feeling Scrutinized. Respondents described a heightened sense 
of self-awareness about how they are seen by others. They mentioned 
feeling scrutinized because of their race in some settings and because 
of their Jewishness in others.

Dueling Identities. Respondents find it more difficult for their 
identities to co-exist in predominantly white Jewish spaces than in BI-
POC (Black, Indigenous, People of Color) spaces. They feel more com-
fortable expressing their full selves with Jewish family members than 
with non-Jewish family members.

Conforming. 44% say they have altered how they speak, dress, or 
present themselves in predominantly white Jewish spaces.

Disconnected. 66% say they have felt disconnected from their 
Jewish identities at times.

Expressing Jewishness. Re-
spondents’ expressions of Jew-
ishness are most frequently con-
nected to a sense of justice and 
connection with the past and the 
future. The five most popular ex-
pressions are focused on collec-
tive memory and values.

Sense of Belonging. The lack 
of diversity in their Jewish com-
munities was not a barrier for 
some JoC (Jews of Color). 51% say 
they have felt a sense of belonging 
among white Jews but only 41% 

Jews of Color on their experiences 
in the U. S. Jewish community

say they have found opportuni-
ties to express all sides of them-
selves in predominantly white 
Jewish spaces.

Gathering Among JoC. JoC 
gatherings provide a sense of be-
longing and solidarity that is un-
available in other areas of Jewish 
communal life. Many described 
these experiences and relation-
ships as profoundly healing.

 
“We are so grateful to the 

more than 1,000 Jews of Color 
who participated in the study 
and made possible such a rich, 
insightful, and important report,” 
says Ilana Kaufman, Executive 
Director of the Jews of Color Ini-
tiative. “Now it’s on us to bring 
these findings to the community 
to further inform and enable the 
change that we need to be more 
representative, welcoming, and 
just Jewish communities.  

Housed at Stanford University 
and led by a multi-racial research 
team, Beyond the Count presents 
findings from the largest data 
set of U.S. based Jews of Color 
to date. Survey findings from 
1,118 respondents provide a 
broad portrait of respondents’ 
demographic characteristics, 
backgrounds, and experiences. 
Sixty-one interviews provide tex-
ture and bring respondents’ own 
words to the forefront. 

Dr. Dalya Perez, critical race 
theorist and equity strategist for 
Microsoft, who is a Jew of Color 
on the study’s research team, 
adds, “Jews of Color are anything 
but monolithic, but there are 
common, prevalent trends about 
the places and moments when 
they are not fully embraced by the 
community or made to only bring 
a part of themselves to a program 
or congregation. The community 
has an opportunity to amplify 
the positive sentiments Jews of 

COLOR CONT. ON PG 14
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Norwich -- Nathan “Nate” Wolfman of Norwich died 
peacefully Monday evening, Aug. 2, at the William W. 
Backus Hospital. 
He was born in 
Norwich, March 8, 
1929, to Max and 
Clara Wolfman, 
the youngest and 
the last surviving 
of eight siblings.

He enlisted in 
the U.S. Air Force 
during the Korean 
War and was hon-

orably discharged as an Air-
man First Class.

Nathan’s name was well-
known in the local automotive 
industry for many years prior 
to opening his own successful 
business, Automotive Person-
nel Agency in 1989. Always ac-
tive, Nathan loved golfing with 
friends at Pautipaug, sun and surf with family at Seaside Beach Club 
and the fellowship of members in the Norwich Sunrise Rotary.

He is survived by his wife Sheryll; daughter Cindy A. Wolfman of Mt 
Dora, Fla.; son Michael A. Wolfman and wife Leonor of Charlotte, N.C.; 
and stepson Todd C. Sicilia of Ormond by the Sea, Fla.; a grandson and 
two great-grandchildren as well as numerous nieces and nephews.

A graveside service was held at 2 p.m. August 6, at Maplewood 
Cemetery, 184 Salem Turnpike, Norwich.

In lieu of flowers memorial contributions may made to Beth Jacob 
Synagogue, 400 New London Turnpike, Norwich.

Woyasz & Son Funeral Home is assisting with arrangements.

Nathan Wolfman

Hadassah Eastern CT
We’d love to hear from you. 
Please feel free to call or write.

● President: Karen Bloustine bloustinek@gmail.com
860-326-6377

● Membership: Moira Ross moira29ross@hotmail.com
● Donations: Treas. Vicki Seroussi 2 Mitchell Ct 

Norwich, CT 06360
● Cards/Certificates: Kim Fischburg kimfischburg@gmail.com

860-608-9223
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Color express about belonging 
while pushing to the side, once 
and for all, the old paradigms and 
structures that marginalize Jews 
of Color.”

A sampling of the quotes in-
cluded in Beyond the Count are 
indicative of the varied back-
grounds and experiences JoCs 
hold:

-- When I go to a new place, 
that’s always something I am 
navigating: am I going to feel 
super Asian here or am I go-
ing to feel super Jewish? Obvi-
ously, I can’t really hide that 
I’m Asian, but I can choose to 
not disclose if I’m Jewish. So 
it’s kind of a life hack which 
I wish I didn’t have to use. I 
wish I could just proudly be 
my whole self all the time, but 
it’s a safety thing. - a mixed 
Chinese and white Ashke-
nazi woman in her 20s

 
-- For years, I refused to be-
long to a formal congrega-
tion because of my experienc-
es with racism within formal 
Jewish spaces. After 20 years 
away, now I have a Jewish 
community where there are a 
lot of adoptees of color, which 
means that the community 
has had to negotiate race/
racism in ways that have 
been productive for the sake 
of the next generation. The 
congregation and the rabbi 
are incredibly conscientious 
and the commitment to anti-
racism is part of the organi-
zation’s work. This has been 
the first formal Jewish space 
where I have felt comfort-
able in years. Even so, I have 
had to deal with some racism 
from some members of the 
congregation, which some-
times keeps me at home. – an 
African American, LatinX, 
Indigenous woman in her 
40s.
 
-- I am often treated like a 
person just learning about 
Judaism instead of a Jew who 
is active in many communi-
ties. I went to Shabbat ser-
vices recently, and a woman 
came up to me and said 
without introducing herself, 
‘Shabbat Shalom. So are you 
here for a religion class? Did 
you convert?’ - A Black man 
in his 30s
 
-- When I moved, I started go-
ing to a new synagogue and 

trying to integrate into the local Jewish community. At times, I’ve 
had to compartmentalize sides of myself. because it’s just so men-
tally exhausting facing the ‘What are you?’ questions. - a mixed Na-
tive American, Indigenous, Navajo woman in her 30s.
 
“This should be a real moment of excitement for the entire Jewish 

community,” adds Kaufman. “We are all learning more about a major 
segment of American Jews. That’s great! Anyone who cares about en-
gaging more people in Jewish life now has Beyond the Count as a ref-
erence point to better understand what has kept some people away, 
or feeling pushed aside, or simply feeling not welcomed. The Jewish 
community benefits when everyone has a chance to engage as their 
full selves, to be tapped for their leadership potential, and to bring the 
entirety of their life experience to the table.”

The Count Me In research team is led by Dr. Tobin Belzer, Contrib-
uting Fellow at the Center for Religion and Civic Culture at University 
of Southern California; and includes Tory Brundage, PhC, and Vincent 
Calvetti, MA PhD students at the University of Washington; Dr. Gage 
Gorsky, PhD in measurements and statistics in education from the 
University of Washington; Dr. Ari Y Kelman, Jim Joseph Professor of 
Education and Jewish Studies at Stanford; and Dr. Dalya Perez, critical 
race theorist and equity strategist for Microsoft.
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The High Holidays and Covid-19 TEDDY WEINBERGER
© 2021, Teddy Weinberger

The sounding of the shofar at the conclusion of weekday Elul morn-
ing services signals to us that Rosh Hashanah is drawing near. The He-
brew month of Elul (which began this year on August 9) is thus sup-
posed to encourage and stimulate introspection and heshbon nefesh 
(an accounting of the soul). Thanks to Covid-19, many people have 
been engaging in heshbon nefesh for some time now. In disrupting the 
basic patterns of our lives, the coronavirus allowed us to see what is 
truly important and essential. For some, the impact on their religious 
lives has been significant indeed. 

Traditional synagogue life has been most affected, and it may never 
return to the way it was. People who had long been attending syna-
gogue purely out of habit, who had found themselves completely un-
moved spiritually, were suddenly freed. I was in Newton, MA on the 
last Shabbat of July to visit my wife’s family. A neighbor came by in the 
afternoon to visit, and I realized that I hadn’t seen him in synagogue 
that morning. I asked my sister-in-law about this, and she told me that 
the neighbor had never really enjoyed services and that after their 
synagogue was closed due to Covid-19, the neighbor had not returned. 
Ostensibly, my sister-in-law’s explanation was really no explanation: 
on that Shabbat their synagogue was not closed but open; and yet once 
Covid-19 had provided this man with an acceptable “out,” he saw no 
reason to go back “in.” 

I have my own story to tell here, and it concerns Friday night ser-
vices. I had always thought these services crucial for demarcating 

Sabbath time from profane time. 
I would leave my house at the 
end of weekday time, usher in the 
Sabbath in synagogue, and re-
turn to my home during Sabbath 
time. I had thought that I needed 
to leave my home for this transi-
tion to take effect, and this notion 
was a source of comfort for me 
through many a service that was 
not spiritually uplifting. I was 
wrong about this. The pandemic 
taught me that I could sit in my 
own home and sing the songs of 
Kabbalat Shabbat with my wife, 
and that together we could wel-
come the Sabbath Queen in a 
pleasant and meaningful way. I 
now feel more free to choose. In 
order to get me to leave my home 
on a Friday evening, my syna-
gogue needs to provide me with 
a better experience than I can get 
at home. If the synagogue is going 

to be a place with less singing, more talking, 
and an irrelevant sermon to boot, then I can 
receive the Shabbat at home just fine. 

All this has me wondering about the up-
coming High Holidays. Due to Covid-19’s 
Delta variant, it’s almost certain that syna-
gogues will offer live-streamed as well as in-
person services. Will the pandemic provide 
people with the excuse they have been look-
ing for to not attend High Holiday services? 
The answer of course is “yes.” The real question is: How many people 
are we talking about?

Our synagogue life has been disrupted by Covid-19 and synagogues 
have been put on notice. This is not a bad thing. The Kotzker Rebbe 
(1787-1859) is reputed to have said: “The most dangerous thing of 
all is habit,” and he also said: “A person who prays today because they 
prayed yesterday—an evil one is better than they are.” We will not be 
going to synagogue this Rosh Hashanah because we went last year. We 
have changed and our synagogues have to change. And if we do tune in 
to services, whether in person or virtually, it will hopefully be because 
we sense the potential for spiritual growth and for transcendence. 
Shana Tova. 

By Tzvi Joffre, Jerusalem Post
On the dawn of a third day of efforts, firefighters had the Jerusalem 

area wildfire mostly contained on Tuesday morning, August 17, with 
Fire Chief Insp.-Gen. Dedi Simchi telling Public Security Minister Omer 
Bar Lev that international aid was no longer needed.

Despite the containment of the fire, emergency services 
expressed concerns on Tuesday morning that strong winds 
could cause the fires to spread again in the afternoon.

The fire has burned nearly 2,000 hectares (4,940 acres) of 
land so far, with Simchi saying on Monday evening that the fire 
is on the scale of the Carmel Fire, which burned large swaths 
of land in northern Israel in 2010, killing 44 people.

Hundreds of firefighters worked overnight at a number of 
hot spots to extinguish the fires. On Tuesday morning, eight 
firefighting aircraft and helicopters began operating to fight 
the flames, with firefighters aiming to make as much progress 
as possible while winds were low, and humidity was high in 
order to prevent the spread of the fire.

Firefighters are also focusing efforts to ensure that the 
fire is kept away from Hadassah-University Medical Center, 
Ein Kerem, with Army Radio reporting that officials are con-
cerned that they would be unable to safely evacuate the entire 
hospital.

The Communications Ministry announced on Tuesday that 
the fire had caused damage to a cellular service site, affect-
ing Cellcom and Pelephone service, and Bezek infrastructure, 
affecting internet and telephone service in some locations. 
A Bezek broadcast site in Eitanim was repaired after it was 
damaged yesterday.

Israel no longer needs international aid to put out the fires in the 
Jerusalem Hills, Foreign Minister Yair Lapid said on Tuesday.

Lapid thanked the countries that expressed willingness to send 
firefighting teamed, which include Jordan, Greece, and Cyprus. Israel 
also asked Italy and France, among others.

“Israel is here for you with any aid you need,” Lapid tweeted. “Our 
firefighters are working very hard for many days under difficult condi-
tions. I send my appreciation from here. Stay safe.”

Ben-Gurion Airport’s special firefighting system joined the efforts 
on Tuesday, with aviation fire engines that can hold about 12,000 li-
ters of water and have a long range.

The Israeli Air Force’s Hercules military transport aircraft will also 
join the aerial firefighting efforts in an operational experiment on 

Jerusalem area fire mostly contained
Tuesday, according to Israeli media.

Palestinian firefighters and firetrucks also joined the fight on Tues-
day, according to Israeli media.

The Environmental Protection Ministry warned on Tuesday of 
high levels of air pollution in Tsuba, Givat Ye’arim, the Eitanim Medi-

cal Center and nearby areas. The ministry recommended that cardio-
respiratory patients, the elderly, children and pregnant women avoid 
being outside unnecessarily and recommended that everyone reduce 
physical activity outside, close windows and turn on air conditioners.

On Monday evening, Israeli officials requested assistance in fight-
ing the blaze from Greece, Cyprus, Italy, France and other Mediterra-
nean countries. Turkey is expected to send a firefighting plane to aid 
Israeli efforts after Israel accepted the country’s offer to help, Ynet re-
ported early Tuesday.

Israel Fire and Rescue Services declared a general call-up on Mon-
day afternoon to concentrate efforts to fight the growing fire.

About 2,000 residents of several towns in the area were evacuated 
on Monday as the fire spread due to strong winds, although many of 

The Beit Meir fire (credit: ARIEL KEDEM)

them were allowed to return to 
their homes on Monday night.

The Nature and Parks Author-
ity announced on Monday that it 
estimated that firefighting efforts 
will continue for a few days and 
that thousands of animals and in-
sects have been injured or killed 
due to the fire.

Environmental Protec-
tion Minister Tamar Zandberg 
warned on Monday that such 
fires, extreme weather, floods, 
and climate disasters will be-
come more frequent and power-
ful in the coming years due to the 
climate crisis.

“This requires us to prepare 
completely differently for the im-
pending climate disasters,” said 
Zandberg. “I am working for the 
State of Israel to declare a cli-
mate emergency. We must define 
the climate crisis as a strategic 
threat, which all parties need to 
prepare for and deal with better. 
Because from now on, it’s going 
to get worse and worse. There 
is something to be done, and it 
needs to be done now.”

The huge wildfire broke out 
near Jerusalem on Sunday, burn-
ing down hundreds of hectares of 
forest and brush land and endan-
gering nearby communities. High 
temperatures and strong winds 
helped the fire spread fast to the 
west of the capital.

Lahav Harkov contributed to 
this report.
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