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By Ben Sales, JTA
Meet America’s Jews: They’re older, more educated, richer, and less 

religious, on average, than the rest of the country.
They’re overwhelmingly white, 

though Jews under 30 are more 
diverse. Most of them care about 
Israel, though one in 10 support 
the movement to boycott it. Most 
of their young adults are marrying 
non-Jews, though the growing Or-
thodox community is not.

Those are some of the many find-
ings of a study on Jewish Americans 
published Tuesday by the Pew Re-
search Center. It’s the second edi-
tion of a landmark 2013 study that 
changed the American Jewish con-
versation.

The 2013 survey measured not 
only the size and makeup of Ameri-
can Jewry but quantified what those 
Jews believed (or didn’t), how they 
practiced their religion (or didn’t), 
whom they married, how they 
raised their children and how they 
felt about Israel.

The “Pew study,” as it came to be known in Jewish organizational 
circles, reflected the current state of American Judaism and influenced 
what Jewish nonprofits did and how they spent their money. Jewish 
leaders and pundits marshaled its data to buttress their arguments 
and advance their vision of what the Jewish community should look 
like.

The new edition asks many of the same questions, and adds a few 
new ones based on the events and conversation of the past few years. 
For example, the survey delves much deeper into antisemitism, as well 
as racial and ethnic diversity among American Jews.

If this year is anything like 2013, the response will be reams writ-
ten (including by the Jewish Telegraphic Agency) about what this Pew 
study means. Meanwhile, its authors have cautioned not to make di-

The Pew study: some key conclusions 
from the new survey of American Jews

rect comparisons between the 
data in the two surveys because 

of differences in methodology.
But here are the basics: The 

American Jewish community 
is growing and increasingly di-
verse. It is largely educated, afflu-
ent and leans Democratic. Most 
of its young people are marrying 
non-Jews, though many of those 
families are still raising their kids 
Jewish.

Orthodox Jewry is growing, 
and the Conservative movement 

Hebrew Ladies Aid/Rose Blonder  
Scholarship Applications Are Now Available 

Completed applications are due FRIDAY, JULY 2, 2021 

To request an application:

1. You must be a high school senior or in college 

2. A resident and member of the Jewish community of Eastern Connecticut 

3. Show financial need 

Contact Mimi at 860-442-8062 or office@jfec.com for an application

By Marcia Reinhard, JFEC Ass’t Director
I cannot begin this week’s article without mentioning the past cou-

ple of weeks. Israel was under rocket fire for 11 days and if that wasn’t 
bad enough, they were and continue to be under fire in social media as 

well as in the main-stream me-
dia. For a country with amazing 
technology, ingenuity, innova-
tive inventions, brilliant people 
and freedom for all, public re-
lations and winning the propa-
ganda war seems to elude them. 

Thankfully, we have 38 won-
derful past emissaries over 19 
years who have shared interest-
ing and engaging stories about 
the culture in Israel, explained 
things to us that are easily mis-
understood here that only make 
sense if you live there and can 
only be explained with context 
and passion by those closest to 
it. 

In 2018-19, Liron Binyamin 
and Roy Sulimani were two 
such Young Emissaries. Roy, in 
particular, wanted very much to 
be a Living Bridge between our 

Everything  
happens for  

a reason

l-r Marcia Reinhard, JFEC Ass’t 
Director and 2018-19 Young Em-
issaries Roy Sulimani and Liron 
Binyamim. REASON CONT. ON PG 10

After a successful 
opening of this year’s 
Jewish FilmFest dur-
ing May, it now moves 
into the month of June 

and includes the following movies: June 3-6 THEY AIN’T READY FOR 
ME, June 10-13 HERE WE ARE, June 17-20 THE SPY BEHIND HOME 
PLATE, and June 24-27 CRESCENDO.

Turn to page 16 for information about registering to receive the 
movie links and to register for the speakers following several of the 
movies.The JFF thanks it sponsors for their support to make this fes-
tival possible.

Jewish FilmFest  
moves into June
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   Lawrence+Memorial Hospital
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Candle Lighting for Eastern CT area

Since 1946 

Energy Saving Windows & Doors! 
ORDER FACTORY DIRECT! 
Vinyl Replacement & New Construction Windows 
Storm Windows & Commercial Aluminum 
Professional Installation Available 

 

~ Duralite warm edge spacer stays warmer and keeps you cozy. 
            ~ When you’re cozy you save energy and money! 
   ~ Saving energy is also good for the environment.  
                ~ Stay comfortable and keep moisture out. 
         ~ Duralite glass space is the best in the  
                                                          industry! 

860.848.9258 
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 
www.alltimemfg.com 

TECHNOLOGY. TRADITION. TORAH.
Congregation Beth El is welcoming new members. During this time 
of pandemic our congregation is more active than ever through the 
safety of Zoom and offers a wide variety of options for everyone.

Rabbi Earl Kideckel joined Beth El as its spiritual 
leader last summer and has rapidly become a 
beloved part of the congregation. He has 
provided innovative ways to vitalize the 
synagogue despite the pandemic and has initiated 
diversity to our services while respecting our 
traditions. Rabbi Kideckel has officiated at life 
cycle events for many decades and enjoys 
collaborating with other area synagogues and 
clergy. 

JOIN US – WE LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU! 
860.442.0418 • office@bethel-nl.org • bethel-nl.org

By Cnaan Liphshiz, JTA
About 1,500 people rallied in support of Israel in London.
In addition to hundreds of Israeli flags at Sunday’s rally on Kensing-

ton High Street, participants also waved flags of Portugal, India and the 
Netherlands, The Jewish Chronicle reported.

The rally was scheduled last week, when Israel and Hamas were 
engaged in hostilities. Hamas, the ruling political party in Gaza that 
has been designated a terrorist group by the United States, European 
Union and others, launched thousands of rockets into Israel beginning 
on May 9, prompting Israeli strikes in response. Some 230 people died 
in Gaza and 12 died in Israel during the 11-day exchange, which ended 
with a ceasefire early Friday.

Antisemitic incidents have skyrocketed in Europe and the United 
States in connection with the fighting.

Among the participants was Stephen Christopher Yaxley, a far-right 
activist better known as Tommy Robinson who has spoken out against 
Islam as a religion. Following jihadist terrorist attacks in London, he 
said during a speech in 2011 that all Muslims “got away” with the at-
tack and vows that “the Islamic community will feel the full force of the 
English Defense League if we see any of our citizens killed, maimed or 
hurt.”

Yaxley has since quit the radical English Defense League and apolo-
gized for blaming all Muslims for terrorism, but has remained a vocal 
opponent of Muslims seeking asylum in the United Kingdom.

CST, British Jewry’s main security unit, criticized Robinson’s pres-
ence at the event, saying in a statement that he is “an extremist and we 
utterly reject his message of hate and division. His so-called support 
for our community is not welcome or helpful.”

1,500 rally for Israel in London

Supporters of Israel demonstrate in London, May 23, 2021. (Courtesy of the Israeli Embassy in the 
United Kingdom)
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JT’s All Seasons Landscaping
Call Joel Tomsky @ 860-271-9549 

Lawn Care • Fertilizing • Mulching 

Ask about our senior rates

Hedge & Tree 
Trimming

Spring Cleanup

Commercial
and

Residential

Driveway 
Sealing

Dump Runs

and more!

Locally owned
&  operated

Insured #MPT7743H •  LLC 1101711
This is the perfect time 

for pruning trees & shrubs

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
Reservations 
required.  
Please call 
Carly at(860-
333-8218) 

All Kosher 
Hot Lunches 
(KHL) begin 
@ 12:30.   

1. 2. 3. 
3 pm Deadline 
to reserve 6/7 
lunch

4. 5. 

6. 7. 
Spinach 
Pie 

8. 9. 10. 
3 pm Deadline 
to reserve 6/14 
lunch

11. 12. 

13. 14. 
Pizza 

15. 16. 17. 
3 pm Deadline 
to reserve 6/21 
lunch

18. 19. 

20. 
First 
Day of 
Summer 

21. 
Stuffed Shells 

22. 23. 24. 
3 pm Deadline 
to reserve 6/28 
lunch

25. 26. 

27. 28. 
Eggplant 
Parmesan 

29. 30. 

June 2021 Senior Events 

It’s Springtime!
The weather is getting warmer, the birds are chirping, and the smell 

of fresh cut grass fills the air. What better thing to do than to go out and 
enjoy the sun? It is time for us to return to in-person gatherings. No 
more Zoom! What better way to enjoy a picnic than in the fresh air? 
This is where old friends get to catch up and new relationships and 
bonds are made. So come hungry and stay for the conversation. This is 
where you will have: 

Lunch and Kibbitz – Continuing in June
Continuing in June, lunches will be catered by Pizzarama in New 

London. When making your reservation, let us know if you have any 
food allergies we need to let Pizzarama know about. The menu will 
be varied and includes a hot entrée, grinder, or a salad. Refer to the 
schedule below.

Deadline to reserve your meal will be the Thursday before lun-
cheon, by 3 PM so we can place the order by Friday. 

All events will take place on Mondays at 12:30 pm at Bates Woods 
Park, 80 Chester St. New London, CT 06230. The park is right down 
the street from New London High School. Bates Woods Park has plenty 
of free parking and multiple pavilions to keep us in the shade when the 
sun is shining brightly.

June 7 Spinach Pie - Spin-
ach and Feta sit in between two 
layers of dough. 

June 14 Individual Pizza’s 
- No explanation needed, right?

June 21 Stuffed Shells - 
Pasta shells baked with tomato 
sauce; ricotta cheese covered 
in a layer of mozzarella cheese. 

June 28 Eggplant parme-
san - Fried eggplant covered 
with tomato sauce and Mozza-
rella cheese. 

Stuff you need to know about 
our events 

Carly’s Schedule – Please 
call Carly at 860-333-8218, 
Monday through Friday 9:00 
AM to 3:00PM for all reserva-
tions or questions regarding 
senior services. We have lim-
ited space available so please 
call as soon as possible to 
make sure you get a seat.

Senior Connections

By Jerry Schwell
Every year it is a tradition to mark deceased US veterans’ 

graves with a flag for Memorial Day. The Jewish Federation 
of Eastern CT ordered flags and stanchions for this to be 
done at all the local Jewish Cemeteries. On Sunday, May 16, 
volunteers assembled at the Beth El Community Cemetery 
in Groton. The participants were Harriett Juli, president of 
BECC, Len Cohen, Cemetery maintenance officer, Merrill 
Mazzella, Cemetery administrator, Sandra Davidson and 
Nancy Brand, members of the cemetery’s administrative 
board, and Jerry and Deborah Schwell. 

Most of the graves were already marked with flags from 
previous years. They were all replaced with new flags for 
this year. Gravesites that were missing flags had new stan-
chions and flags placed by them. Both Nancy and Sandy dili-
gently noted down all the veterans’ names and locations. All 
the old flags were removed to the Schwell’s residence where 
they were duly burned according to US law governing the 

disposal of old and 
worn out flags.

Flags were also 
placed by graves 
at the Norwich He-
brew Benevolent 
Association Cem-
eteries by Jerry 
Schwell as well as Ohave 
Shalom Cemetery by Gerry 
Rubin.

The flags and markers are 
made possible through the 
Weiner Family Foundation of 
the Jewish Federation.

Honoring Deceased 
Jewish Veterans  
on Memorial Day
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 Diamonds  ❖  Watches  ❖  Crystal
 Fine Contemporary & Antique Jewelry

 Custom Jewelry Design  ❖  Expert Jewelry & Watch Repair
 Estate Jewelry Bought & Sold

 262 Boston Post Road • Utopia Centre 
 Waterford, CT • (860) 442-4391

 Monday - Thursday 10:00-6:00  ❖  Friday 10:00-7:00  ❖  Saturday 10:00-4:00

 Since 1919 Southeastern Connecticut’s Oldest and Most Respected Jewelers

On Wednesday, June 9 at 6:30 PM Rabbi Aaron Rosenberg, 
Rabbi Emeritus of Temple Emanu-El, will give a virtual talk on Jews 
& Baseball open to all on the Congregation Beth El JETI speakers pro-
gram. To receive a link, contact the Beth El Office at 860 442 0418.

Discover the amaz-
ing connection between 
members of our tribe and 
the national pastime. We 
may be only 2% of the U.S. 
population and 1% of the 
Major League Players, but 
you will be surprised by 
the fascinating managers, 
owners, commissioners, 
announcers, reporters and 
yes, stars on the ball field. Learn about the first professional baseball 
player, the catcher who was a spy, the man behind the Black Sox Scan-
dal, what really happened on the High Holidays, who is playing now 
and the Israeli Olympic Baseball Team. Find out who was called Super 
Jew, Designated Hebrew, the Rabbi of Swat, and the Hebrew Hammer. 

Jews & Baseball Talk with  
Rabbi Aaron Rosenberg 

June 9

By Dan Bendor
The book for the next meet-

ing of the Beth El Book Club is 
by the Pulitzer prize winning 
journalist Isabel Wilkerson 
titled The Warmth of Other 
Suns. This book won the Na-
tional Book Critics award. Fol-
lowing three individuals, it 
describes the conditions that 
led African Americans to begin 
the Great Migration north and 
west to escape the South. Those 
conditions were horrific with so 
many restrictions. From 1889 
to 1929, there was a lynching or 
murder by burning every four 
days! Newspapers published 
upcoming lynching dates! It 

reads like a dystopian novel. 
Her writing is evocative and clear. I will confess that when a club 

member suggested the book, I thought I knew enough about what Af-
rican Americans suffered after Emancipation. Wrong! The Jim Crow 
laws, some passed even before the North stopped enforcing Recon-
struction, controlled the minutest details of their lives. Lest anyone 
think this is irrelevant past history, remember that today, throughout 
America, there are over 300 voter suppression laws pending and on 
the books. 

There can be no question as to their intent when in Georgia and 
Arizona, there are laws forbidding giving people food and water as 
they wait in long lines facilitated by the closure of polling places. In 
the past election, Texas closed over 500 polling places, mainly in Black 
and Brown neighborhoods. Several states reduced ballot boxes to 1 

Beth El Book Club –  
The Warmth of Other Suns

June 20 at 8:15 pm on Zoom

per county. Jim Crow is alive and 
evil. 

Think also about the recent 
Supreme Court decision say-
ing aspects of the Voting Rights 
Act are no longer necessary. As 
Santayana said: “Those who can-
not remember the past are con-
demned to repeat it.” That’s why 
we remember and remind others 
of the Holocaust.

Since our last meeting was on 
the eve of Mothers’ Day, a club 
member suggested for symme-
try we have our next meeting on 
the eve of Fathers’ Day, June 20. 
It will be by Zoom at 8:15, again 
thinking that festivities will be 
over by then.

Since it was published in 
2010, the librarian at Waterford 
thought we could get at least 8 
copies. Also available as e-book. 

If you have questions, call me 
at 860-235-9569. You can call the 
Beth El office to get added to the 
email list or to get the zoom in-
vitation. You can also email me 
(danbendor@aol.com) or Faye 
(fayeringel@hotmail.com) for 
a zoom invite. Faye and I are co-
leading and she will be the host. I 
hope you will join us.

It is getting to be that time of year again when the weather is get-
ting warmer. You most likely are seeing many families going outside 
enjoying activities in the heat. But there are many others at risk of 
getting sick or even dying from the heat. Excessive heat, without air 
conditioning could affect those with congestive heart failure, COPD, 
allergies, asthma, and sleep apnea. Heatstroke is most likely to affect 
older people who live in apartments or homes lacking air conditioning 
or good airflow. 

For over 11 years, JFEC’s Operation Cool Down has been helping 
those at-risk secure air conditioners to combat heat and illness. Con-
tact help@jfec.com to have an application sent to you via email or 
contact 860-442-8062 to have an application snail mailed.

For more information, or to support this critical program, please 
contact communityservices@jfec.com.

Operation Cool Down

By Gabe Friedman, JTA
Israel will end its coronavirus restrictions 

on businesses and allow small groups of for-
eign tourists to visit within weeks in the wake 
of the world’s quickest vaccination program.

Health Minister Yuli Edelstein said Sun-
day that he will not renew any coronavirus 
limitations in June. According to Reuters, the 
country saw only 12 new COVID-19 cases on 
Saturday, in contrast to a high of 10,000 per 
day in January.

“The economy and the citizens of Israel 
will get extra room to breathe,” Edelstein said.

The requirement to wear face masks in-
doors could be lifted within two weeks as 
well.

Israel is also preparing to let 20 groups of tourists enter the coun-
try in mid-June, Reuters reported. The first groups will be five to 30 
people at a time from Great Britain, the United States and Germany. 
The hope is to allow more groups and eventually individuals in the 
following weeks.

The visitors will be tested for COVID upon their arrival.
Meanwhile, three large U.S. airlines that had suspended flights to 

Israel amid the military conflict with Gaza said Friday that they are 

Israel is ending its COVID restrictions 
and allowing tourists back

resuming the service, The As-
sociated Press reported. Delta 
and United said they resumed on 
Friday, while American Airlines 
said it would restart the flights 
on Monday.

Israel has vaccinated about 
55% of its total population.

Israelis walk near the beach in Tel Aviv, May 18, 2021. 
(Miriam Alster/Flash90)

mailto:danbendor@aol.com
mailto:danbendor@aol.com
mailto:help@jfec.com
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    By  

Artie
  Dean

The COVID Chronicles
To Mask or not to Mask?  

That is the Question

Direct: 860-443-4400   Cell: 860-625-5255 
Email: Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com 
Website: www.CallTheHouseman.com 

Blog: CTHouseMan.com 

ON THE BAY 

FOR ALL YOUR  
REAL ESTATE NEEDS 

By Artie Dean
The recent CDC decision to rescind mask recommendations for 

vaccinated Americans was startling. I have lived a cautious life, to say 
the least, for more than a year. I took a sabbatical from my dental prac-
tice, dreaming of the safety a vaccination might bring, only returning 
in March once I was fully vaccinated. I avoided supermarkets, had my 
wife cut my hair, cancelled routine medical appointments. I attend-
ed Beth El synagogue services on zoom, binge watched CNN news, 
scanned my phone constantly for reports on COVID fatalities.

I cringed at rising infection rates. I fretted When Andrew Cuomo, 
mayor of New York, appealed for ventilators and brought in a hospital 
ship, an apocalyptic vision of an uncontrolled plague.

The political divide in this country only intensified my unease. The 

politicization of science seemed appalling. Even now pundits are lin-
ing up to debate the wisdom of these new relaxed guidelines. How 
about in supermarkets? Restaurants? A concert or show? Can I really 
go to a baseball game and sit in the stands shoulder to shoulder with 
unmasked fans? 

The scientists at the CDC say yes. If you are fully vaccinated, the 
chances of serious illness are small. You are unlikely to spread the 
virus to others if you have an asymptomatic case. This is the kind of 
news I’ve been praying for, and it fills me with joy. It means that the 
vaccines are incredibly, wonderfully, protective. It means that perhaps 
I can go to a wedding, a bar mitzvah, a bris. I can have my friends visit 
and let them use the bathroom. I can hug my children and grandchil-
dren without the gnawing voice in my head signaling danger.

And yet, despite all the good news I still am cautious and will re-
main so for a while. The governors of New York and New Jersey are 
keeping mask mandates in place for now. In Connecticut Governor 
Lamont loosened many restrictions May 1st. May 19th all business 
restrictions will end, but masks indoors should continue. I suppose 
requiring some sort of vaccination passport to enter businesses or sta-
diums unmasked would be untenable, considering the ferocity of the 
political environment right now. Additional freedoms for those vac-
cinated would make sense to me, but who would enforce restrictions 
against the unvaccinated and to what cost to our society?

The science says that the vaccinated can take a big sigh of relief, but 
my common sense tells me guidance can change in the coming months, 
depending on the course of the pandemic. Right now the numbers are 
all trending in the right direction: down, way down.

I hear that baseball stadiums will soon lift their 25% attendance 
cap. Last year I marveled as ballplayers played a 60 game schedule 

without fans, the seats inhabited 
only by cardboard cutouts. Would 
I attend a game sitting shoul-
der to shoulder with unmasked 
strangers this summer? Probably 
not…well maybe if I could sit be-
hind home plate in a private box 
with my loved ones around me 
and someone else was buying the 
tickets. The news that seven vac-
cinated Yankee baseball players 
or staff tested positive for COVID 
makes me wonder what’s going 
on. After a year of social distanc-
ing and near suffocation under 
N95 masks it’s hard for me to let 
up overnight. It will take time. 

I reached out to some of my 
colleagues for their opinions on 
the mask issue. Here’s what they 
had to say:

Larry Radin M.D., Neurolo-
gist: “We’ve been living through 
scary and uncertain times. For-
tunately, science has come to the 
rescue and provided vaccines to 
remove much of that uncertainty. 
However, we still need to remain 
vigilant and not go back to busi-
ness as usual. There is still much 
we do not know.”

Alan Greenwald M.D., Gas-
troenterologist: “I think the 
risk benefit ratio is still in favor 
of wearing masks when you can. 
There are many variants out 
there that we don’t know about. 
We may be on the two-yard line 
but we’re not ready to spike the 
ball yet.”

Dan Bendor M.D.: “It’s too 
soon to go back to pre-COVID life 
because of the variants and the 
unknown dangers they present 
as well as the disturbingly high 
percentage of Americans refus-
ing to be vaccinated. A NY Times 
poll of 700 epidemiologists said 
we’ll be wearing masks indoors 
for the next year. Seasonal flu has 
virtually vanished due to COVID 
precautions. I’ll continue wear-
ing a mask indoors and certainly 
during the upcoming flu season.”

I asked Phyllis Holtzman 
M.D. a pediatrician, about get-
ting together with children and 
grandchildren, a confounding is-
sue for many of us because the 
young ones are not yet vaccinat-
ed. She sounded a hopeful note.

She said, “It is wonderful to 
finally be able to advise our pa-
tients (children) that they can 
more safely visit with their vac-
cinated grandparents and receive 
long awaited hugs.”

I asked Kathleen McFad-
den, president of Congregation 
Beth El how the CDC mask rever-
sal would change the rules for in 
person synagogue services.

She said,” Beth El’s COVID-19 medical advisors suggest mask wear-
ing for the near future, whether we pray indoors or outdoors. Singing 
is a high risk activity when it comes to spreading the virus. Some (in-
cluding our congregants) cannot be vaccinated for medical reasons. 
It seems counterproductive to have different rules for the vaccinated 
and the unvaccinated when the wearing of masks by all has been prov-
en to prevent the spread of the disease and to protect those that can-
not be vaccinated.”

So there you have it. There is real caution out there despite the CDC 
report. Remember that the risk of infection is much lower outdoors. 
Inside it is much higher, so that’s where you might err on the side of 
caution whenever you feel at risk. As for those still debating whether 
to get vaccinated, the fact that the CDC reports such good results for 
the vaccines should provide incentives. If you get vaccinated you will 
not die. You will not infect others and cause them to die. And perhaps, 
despite all the caution, in time you will be able to get back to some 
sense of normalcy and help the country further drive down cases. You 
will possibly save lives… maybe your own.

  

 

The Beth El Bulletin May2021 
Iyar-Sivan 5781 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Solomon Schechter Academy Shabbat Service 
 

Please join us on June 4th at 6:00 p.m. as we celebrate Shabbat        
with the final graduating class of S.S.A.  

as they lead the service with Rabbi Kideckel. 
                            (Masks and social distancing required.) 
 

 

 

  Shabbat on the       

    Beach at  
Billard Beach 

Time: 
 Date:  Friday, June 4th, 2021 
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By Carol Goodman Kaufman
Having reviewed Darra Goldstein’s beautiful cookbook about Rus-

sian food in last month’s column, I realized that in all the places we’ve 
“visited” in this column, Russia has not been among them. And, con-
sidering that all of my grandparents came from that country (at least 
according to every official document in our possession), it’s probably 
about time. One of the reasons I’ve been hesitant to do so is that, in 
attempting to research my own family’s history, I’ve been dizzied by 
national borders that have moved back and forth over the centuries, 
depending on who had conquered whom most recently. In the 20th 
century alone, the Soviet Union sucked up satellites, only to see them 
separate again after the fall of that empire. But now the Kremlin has 
pulled its Hoover out of the closet as it yet again masses troops along 
the border of Ukraine and its Crimean oblast.

As for my family: My paternal grandmother came from a town 
called Lida. When she emigrated to the United States at the beginning 
of the 20th century, the town was in Russia. Hence, the notations on her 
immigration documents and marriage certificate. But, along the way, 
Lida has also belonged to Lithuania and Poland, and now it’s part of 
Belarus. The same story goes for all my other grandparents, and prob-
ably for many of our readers’ ancestors. 

But how did our people get to “Russia” in the first place?

American image of Russia
Given the background of so many American Jews, the first image 

of “Russian Jews” that pops into our heads may be an exclusively 
Ashkenazi one, but the Russian Empire extended far and wide. It in-
cludes many other communities, including Sephardim, Mountain Jews, 
Crimean Karaites, Krymchaks, Mountain Jews, Bukharan Jews, and 
Georgian Jews.

Jews, having migrated from areas as diverse as Greece, Babylonia, 
and Persia, can trace their significant presence in Armenia and Geor-
gia all the way back to the Babylonian captivity. They first appeared in 
Belarus, Ukraine, and the European parts of Russia in the 7th century 
CE. As might be expected, the merchants among them didn’t stop once 
they reached Russia but traveled as far as India and China to ply their 
business. According to the Jewish Virtual Library, on their way south-
east during the 8th century, they passed through Khazar lands and so 
impressed the people there that the natives converted to Judaism. The 
Khazar kingdom became “The Land of the Jews.” 

Kiev, too, situated on the overland trade route to Germanic lands, 
had a significant Jewish population. But beginning in the 11th century, 
they were confined to an area known as Jewish Town, perhaps the first 
ghetto in the Russian Empire. To access the ghetto, one entered the 
Gate of the Jews.

Migration to Poland
Given their bad experience in many Western European countries, 

ranging from persecution to expulsion, Jews happily migrated to Po-
land in the early 1300s, at the invitation of Casimir III. Casimir was 
among the best of the rulers under whom our people have lived. He 
not only prohibited the enforced baptism of Jewish children (and the 
kidnapping that enabled that nefarious act), he instituted severe pun-
ishment for the desecration of Jewish cemeteries.

Enter Lithuania
And when Lithuania took control of Western Russia later that cen-

tury and granted rights to the Jews, many of our people began to ex-
plore new opportunities in the world beyond their shtetls. 

But the good times were punctuated by large-scale horrors. In the 
mid 1600s, pogroms began to devastate Jewish communities. Whether 
perpetrated by their neighbors in Ukraine, Russia, Poland, or Belarus, 
these large-scale massacres would occur periodically for centuries. In 
the pogroms of 1918 to 1922 alone, 150,000 Jews in Ukraine and Be-
larus were murdered.

One important development in Jewish history occurred in Poland-
Ukraine in the 1700s. Rabbi Israel be Eliezer aka the Baal Shem Tov 
founded the spiritual revival movement that became known as Ha-
sidism. With the help of his disciples, Hasidism spread throughout 
Eastern Europe, giving hope and joy to many Jews who weren’t able 

From Russia with love to spend their days in study but 
could still experience the univer-
sal presence of God, even in the 
seemingly mundane.

Catherine, the not-so Great
Then, toward the end of the 

18th century, Tsarina Catherine II 
(the not-so-Great) sent the Jews 
packing to the Pale of Settlement, 
the western region of the Rus-
sian Empire. The Pale expanded 
over time and by the 19th cen-
tury included all of Russian Po-
land, Lithuania, Belarus, most of 
Ukraine, the Crimean Peninsula, 
and Bessarabia. The area became 
home to about five million Jews. 

One would think that Cath-
erine’s decree might have been 
enough to placate the anti-Sem-
ites. But even within the Pale, 
some cities were off-limits to 
most Jews, and when Alexander 
II became Czar in 1881, he en-
acted harsher and more punitive 
measures. These included allow-
ing Christians within the Pale to 
expel Jews from their communi-
ties. 

Due both to their confinement 
and Russia’s imposition of a bur-
densome tax, the Jews’ financial 
position declined precipitously 
until most lived in poverty. Con-
sequently, the picture of Jewish 
life with which we are most famil-
iar is due to the vivid depictions 
of shtetl life by Sholom Aleichem 
and S. Ansky.

Formation of Soviet Union
Although the Pale officially 

existed until its formal abolish-
ment in 1917, the end of that 
problem led to the start of yet 
another: the Soviet Union. The 
Bolshevik Revolution brought 
with it a dilemma for the Jewish 
people. Because the Bolsheviks 
rejected anti-Semitism and eased 
restrictions on Jews, they earned 
the support of the Jewish com-
munity. In fact, the Red Army was 
founded by a Jew, Leon Trotsky, 
and it attracted large numbers of 
young Jewish volunteers, many of 
whom rose to high rank.

For a short period in the 
1920s under the new regime, 
secular Jewish culture in Belarus 
and western Ukraine flourished, 
with 1100 Yiddish schools, 40 
newspapers and even state-
sponsored theater. But, aiming to 
solve their “Jewish problem,” the 
leadership assigned secular Jews 
to the task of forcing assimilation. 
They prohibited both religious 
and Zionist activities, even pro-
hibiting Shabbat observance in 
1929. They also banned the use 

of Hebrew and Yiddish in printed materials, resulting in newspapers 
being published in the Cyrillic alphabet. The final insult: In 1948, after 
so much suffering during World War II and the Holocaust (more than 
2,000,000 Soviet Jews died, either fighting or in Nazi-occupied territo-
ries), the Soviets shut down the Moscow State Jewish Theater.

Demanding to emigrate
Ultimately, the refusenik movement arose in the 1970s, compel-

ling hundreds of thousands of Jews to demand the right to emigrate. 
The Soviets were not accommodating, but with leaders like Anatoly 
(now Natan) Scharansky and the Diaspora Jewish community, they ul-
timately succeeded in gaining their freedom. According to the Davis 
Center at Harvard University, almost two million Jews and their non-
Jewish relatives have emigrated from the FSU since 1970, more than 
half going to Israel and the West.

Despite the huge loss, the country’s Jewish population is still the third 
largest in Europe, after France and United Kingdom, with almost 200,000 
Jews. Unfortunately, after decades of prohibitions, many know nothing of 
their heritage.

And, by the way, since we originally migrated to Russia from Greece, 
Babylonia, and Persia, at what point did those Sephardi and Mizrahi ances-
tors become Ashkenazim?

Russian Potato Salad
This recipe is just one version of a potato salad immensely popular 

in Russia. With the mustard and pickles, it makes for a tangy addition 
to a summer meal.
Ingredients:

3 large Yukon Gold potatoes, peeled and diced into ½-inch cubes
3 large carrots, peeled and diced into ½-inch cubes
1 cup frozen peas
4 hardboiled eggs
3 half-sour pickles
½ cup mayonnaise
½ cup sour cream
2 tablespoons spicy brown mustard
Salt and pepper to taste
finely chopped dill for garnish

Directions:
In a pot of cold water, boil the potatoes and the carrots until they 

are firm but tender when poked. Keep a close on the pot and check 
every few minutes.

Drain the potatoes and carrots and add to a large serving bowl.
Microwave the peas for 1½ minutes. Add to bowl.
Peel and dice the eggs. Add to the bowl.
Dice the pickles and add to the bowl.
Blend the mayonnaise with the sour cream and mustard. 
Add salt and pepper to taste
Cover the salad and chill for at least two hours or overnight to allow 

the flavors to come together. 
Garnish with dill before serving.
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Hadassah News
President’s Message  

by Karen Bloustine 
bloustinek@gmail.com

CAMP CONT. ON PG 13

First, I must share with all of you 
our prayers for peace in Israel. As 
some of the country’s premier medical 
facilities, all Hadassah Medical Orga-
nization (HMO) campuses remain on 
alert, as directed by the government of 
Israel. HMO has been treating victims 
of violence in our Shock Trauma and 
Emergency Medicine Departments. 
Hadassah treats and heals all, without 
regard to race, ethnicity, religion, or 
politics. We again find ourselves on the 
front lines of crisis response. Hadassah 
is always there, and our members and 

friends respond with generosity.
Here in our corner of the world, we have been reaching beyond the 

Jewish community with Mitzvah projects that show our concern for 
the health and safety of children.

Bravo to Lois Steinman for chairing the project that provides lug-
gage for foster care children who can have something to call their own 
when moving from trauma to refuge in new homes. Forty-five items 
were collected for the CT Department of Children and Family Services. 

And two of our members, Karen Rosenberg, and Sheila Horvitz, 
chair the Safe Futures Camp Hope Committee. In an accompanying 
article in today’s Leader, they are asking us to help send a child to a 
special overnight camping program, Camp Hope America, for children 
whose lives have been impacted by domestic violence.

Stay tuned for more news about our upcoming programs: A special 
evening “Coffee Klatch” via Zoom on Wednesday, June 16 at 7 p.m. and 
our Annual Donor program via Zoom on Tuesday, June 22 at 7 p.m.

By Sheila Horvitz & Karen Rosenberg
As members 

of the Jewish 
community, our 
values of social 
justice and tze-
daka command 
us to care about 
and contribute 
to the greater 
c o m m u n i t y 
as well. We 
are honored 
to have been 
named Co-
Chairs of the 

Safe Futures Camp HOPE Committee and are dedi-
cated to bringing the message of this outstanding 
program to the communities 
of Southeastern CT. 

Camp HOPE America and 
our local satellite, Camp HOPE-
Safe Futures, is a national 
overnight camping program 
for children impacted by do-
mestic violence. Its vision is to 
break the generational cycle 
of family violence by offering 
hope and healing.

When children are exposed 
to the trauma of domestic vio-
lence as victims or bystand-
ers, there can be long-term 
consequences to their futures 

Camp HOPE Gives Childhood Back to 
Children Impacted by Domestic Violence

as healthy and productive adults. They are often 
deprived of the safety and security of childhood 
and are at a higher risk for emotional, social, and 
behavioral problems. The goal of Camp HOPE is to 
give back to children the childhoods they have lost 
because of trauma. 

At Camp HOPE, campers can interact with other 
children who have gone through similar situations. 
They learn: “I am not alone.” It is an opportunity for 
a respite away from home, to be outdoors, to try new 
activities, and make new friends. When they swim, 
hike, or do arts and crafts, they can feel a sense of 
accomplishment and achievement that they rarely 
experience in their everyday lives.

CampHOPE partners with Channel 3 Kids Camp 
in Andover, CT. The camp provides typical overnight 
camp activities, housing, and meals. Safe Futures 
provides specialized staff, counselors, and a cur-

riculum that is data-based and 
developed by specialists in child-
hood trauma and behavior.

Last summer was to be the in-
augural opening of Camp HOPE. 
Then came the COVID-19 pan-
demic, putting the entire pro-
gram at risk. But Safe Futures 
was not about to cancel the first 
ever session of Camp HOPE and 
disappoint the 15 campers and 
their families. Camp HOPE Direc-
tor, Christine Foster, and the Safe 
Futures staff quickly pivoted to 
organize and adapt to a hybrid 
version with online projects 
and in-person outings, a model 
which was recognized nationally. 

This year, Safe Futures will be 
sending 24 campers, ages 7-11, 
to Camp HOPE for a week in late 
June. When the campers return 
home, Safe Futures will provide 
year-round scheduled opportu-
nities for the children to see and 
share their progress and chal-
lenges with their new friends.

 So now that we have told 
you about Camp HOPE, how can 

What can you do to support Camp HOPE?

Sponsor a camper: It costs about $1000 to send a 
child to camp for one week 
Sponsor a trunk: It costs about $300 to provide a 
camper with a camp trunk and all the needed sup-
plies 
Donate Personal Supplies: Sunscreen (preferably a 
spray), bug spray, children’s shampoo/conditioner/
body wash, Pillows, Twin sheet sets (preferably in 
solid colors), Children’s swim suits and sneakers
Become a mentor: Mentorship provides positive 
benefits. Many campers show improved perfor-
mance in school, increased self-confidence, and 
healthier relationships. 
Mentors will be asked to commit to attending 1 
event per quarter 
Refer a child: If you know someone who might 
benefit from this program ask a parent if he/she 
would want Christine Foster, Director of Camp 
HOPE to reach out to them or you can provide them 
Christine’s contact information:
Christine Foster, Director of Crisis Counseling and 
Camp HOPE, Safe Futures, cfoster@safefuturesct.
org 860-941-2492 / 860-447-0366 Ext. 242

By Sheila Horvitz
On Tuesday, June 22 at 7 PM 

on Zoom, Hadassah will feature 
Steven Goldstein as guest speaker 
for our annual Donor Campaign. 
Invitations have already gone 
out and proceeds will be commit-
ted to the wonderful project at 
Hadassah Hospital - the renova-
tion of the iconic Round Building. 
From the proceeds of our cam-
paign, our Eastern CT Chapter 
will be outfitting a hospital room 
with all the necessary furnishings 
and equipment. 

Steven Goldstein is the perfect person to highlight Hadassah, Is-
rael, and Zionism, especially in these difficult times. He has visited us 
in Southeastern CT as the author of “TURN ON” - telling us how public 
figures create and maintain likeability - and how they sometimes de-
stroy it through scandals. Why do some public figures turn us on and 
others drive us crazy and turn us off? 

But author is just one of his titles. He has been a mover and shak-
er in every sector of American power. His life’s work, in all his many 
roles, is dedicated to the Jewish value of social justice. He is an at-

Steven Goldstein to  
Headline Hadassah’s  

Donor Event  

“Defending Zionism as a social justice movement”

STEVEN CONT. ON PG 13
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Where are  
they now?

PATH CONT. ON PG 9

By Roy Sulimani 
Young Emissary of Eastern CT 2018-19 

My dear second family,
First of all, I really miss you all!
It was a pleasure being an emissary in Eastern CT. 

I’ve learned so much from each of you and you left a 
great mark in my life. During my year with you I got to 
know so many amazing and different people. I fell in 
love with the kids at Schechter; the religious schools 
and the staff were amazing to us. I had a great time with 
the teenagers who, so quickly, became my American 
friends. 

My partner “in crime” was Liron Binyamin. Liron and 
I worked hard together 
on so many projects and 
in so many places, travel-
ing all around the East-
ern CT community. I had 
the best time working 
with Liron and I’m thank-
ful for having her as my 
partner. She really helped 
make the year very spe-
cial.

Liron’s host families 
were The Marcus’ (Lisa, 
Pete, MicKayla and Cam-
eron) and The Zeevi’s (Li-
ora, Nir, Yuval and Noga.) 
I know Liron is very 
grateful to both of her 
host families for hosting 
her. We both know it’s no 
small thing to welcome a 
young, teenage stranger 
from another country 

Traveling a different path
and open your home and your heart to them.

One of the things I loved the most was sharing about Is-
rael with students and teachers at public schools, univer-
sities, colleges, and military bases all over the Eastern CT 
area. It made me feel like I was reaching more and more 
people that were outside the Jewish community. This was 

an important aspect of my shlichut, espe-
cially with the situation right now in Is-
rael. While I am writing this, as I am sure 
you know, Israel is under fire from the in-
side out, while Hamas has fired more than 
3000 rockets into Israel and is still firing. 

There are some groups of extrem-
ists inside Israel that want to harm each 
other. I believe things will get better soon. 
We have been through so many 
hard situations as a nation, so 
we will be fine, and we will get 
stronger. This is the time we 
need you, as our brothers and 
sisters over the sea, to stand 
with us and question every news 
report that shows Israel in a bad 
light. I hope you all know that Is-
rael has the right to defend itself 
from anyone who claims or tries 
to destroy us. On the other side, 
as someone who volunteers at 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Israel, I can promise you that all 

we want is to make peace with any country who 
wants a better future for the next generation. 
As you saw in the last year, we have signed four 
peace agreements with four Arab countries. I am 
here for any questions that you may have.

So, I want to tell you about my life since I left 
the community. I came back to Israel and if you got 
to know me well, you would assume that the first 

thing I did was 
hug my mom. 
Then I started 
thinking about 
the next step, 
which was my 
army service. 
However, un-
fortunately af-
ter suffering from some 
bad back issues, I had 
to go through a surgery. 
As a result, I received a 
mandatory army service 
exemption. I was very 
sad about this because, 
as you already know, 
in Israel we all need to 
serve in the IDF, and I 
could not serve. I could 
volunteer to the IDF but 
that is different than 

Roy and Liron celebrating Israel Independence Day at the Holiday Inn 
New London in May 2019.

serving. Then I heard about doing National Service at 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and I got crazy about this 
idea. In my eyes, the connection between Israel and the 
diaspora is important for all of us, so serving my coun-
try and being able to continue doing similar work to 
what I did back in the USA, here at the Israel Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, was the best thing I could ask for.

Now I am serving a two-year commitment in the 
Division for Strategic Affairs in the MFA. During my 
service, I get to work with the greatest Israeli Ambas-
sadors, which shows me what it is to be an Adult Emis-
sary. I will tell you a secret - I really like it - and I hope 
to be in their shoes when I’ll “grow up.” 

I want to use this opportunity to thank you all - and 
especially to my amazing host family, Andy, Liz and Ja-
cob Feinstein; to Marcia who was there for us through-
out the year and sometimes drove us crazy - to the 
amazing staff at Solomon Schechter Academy, all the 
religious schools and their staff.

I would love to hear what’s happening in your lives 
and answer any questions or concerns you may have 

Kneeling front l-r: Liron, Marcia and Roy with Jewish com-
munity teens who helped with set up, running and take 
down of Israel Independence Day festivities in May 2019.

Roy and Liron having fun with students from Solomon 
Schechter Academy in May 2019.



 THE JEWISH LEADER, MAY 28, 2021 9

Path continued from page 8

following this last round of fighting between Israel and Hamas. I have learned 
a lot working at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and I am sure I can respond, 
knowledgably, to any discussion you might like to have. You can reach me on my 
email at roysulimani2@gmail.com or on my Instagram page at _roy.sulimani_. 
Looking forward to hearing from you.

Cannot wait to see you all again one day…hopefully, soon.
Till then,

Your Emissary, Roy (Row E)
2018-19

Sitting on the floor l-r Roy and  Liron with some of the 

kids from the Temple Emanu-El Religious school in Feb. 

2019 prior to Roy and  Liron heading to Israel for their 

winter break.

May 2019 - All the Jewish Community High School students (including gradu-ates and under graduates), their parents, the rabbis, Liron, Roy and Rebecca Reinhard, the JCHS Coordinator.

Purim 2019 -- Roy and Marcia having a great time during 

Purim celebration at Temple Emanu-El.

Harvest Supper October 2018 l-r Liron and Roy or is it Roy and Liron? They played each other in a skit they performed to introduce themselves to the community.
Roy’s family with Liz Bochain and Jacob Feinstein and 

one of Liron’s families with Liora, Yuval and Noga Zeevi.

Roy with his host family Andrew Feinstein, Liz  
Bochain and son Jacob in front.

mailto:roysulimani2@gmail.com
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communities and our countries by helping people better understand 
the nuances related to what happens in Israel while also becoming en-
trenched in our culture and learning all about us.

I remember when I first met Roy. It was in Israel the summer of 
2018, when I traveled to meet him and his partner, Liron, their fami-
lies, lead a training session about their upcoming year during the Je-
rusalem seminar, connect with our partnership colleagues and, last, 
but certainly not least, visit with as many of our past Young Emissaries 
as possible to continue our ongoing relationship. I believe that it is 
because of these trips, that so many of our past emissaries were not 
only willing, but happy to engage with us and keep us connected in the 
absence of Young Emissaries this year. We had 17 different programs 
throughout the year covering Solomon Schechter Academy, religious 
school, Junior Youth Group, Jewish Community High School, Yachad 
BBYO, Mitchell College Hillel, and even a couple of Café Israel’s for the 
adults.

However, I digress. My point was, being with Roy in Israel is one 
of my fondest memories with him. He picked me up from wherever I 
was previously, we shopped, had lunch with his mom and stepdad, and 
started the process of getting to know each other. I also met Liron and 
her parents and enjoyed a lovely meal with them. In both instances, I 
was able to answer all their questions just as I had done in previous 
years.

Once they arrived, it was “off to the races.” I recall how excited Roy 
was after spending Rosh Hashanah with his host family’s extended 
family. He experienced a difficult and challenging conversation with 
someone in the family. A heated discussion ensued, but Roy remained 
calm and, ultimately, was able to explain what the person didn’t under-
stand and by the end, he thanked Roy for helping him to understand 
things better. 

Liron and Roy were a well-matched pair. They adored each other 
and worked as a team. They collaborated very well together and, in 
most cases, got along wonderfully. Not without their moments of 
course, but overall, it was a good relationship based in friendship. 

They got into some mischief at times through the year, and we cer-
tainly had our challenges. The road got a bit bumpy for the three of us, 
but believe me, I would rather they live out their challenges and frus-
trations with me, than to not get along with each other. I understand, 
all too well, that they are 18 years old, far from home and given a task 
most of us would not take on, and if we did, would we fare as well? In 
spite of it all, they called me “Momcia.” 

We shared some wonderful times together. They gave many well-
prepared presentations and had more energy than two Energizer bun-
nies. They were enthusiastic, joyful, and full of fun. Students every-
where loved them. 

I remember, fondly, their adorable skit at the Harvest Supper when 
they played each other. It was a wonderful introduction to who they 
were, and they surely captured our hearts that night.

Their Yom Ha’Atzmaut celebration was the last one we had – at the 
Holiday Inn in New London. They successfully carried on the tradition 
of that celebration started so many years before. 

Now Liron and Roy are in the IDF. Liron is in the same unit doing 
a similar job as Tal Gilboa and Sivan Gvili, (before her) and Tal Amar 
(who was one of our two last emissaries who left us prematurely in 
March 2020 due to COVID.) 

Roy is in the perfect place. I don’t want to spoil it for you (or him) 

as he writes all about it in his ar-
ticle. Suffice it to say, he has found 
his niche. The circumstances that 
put him in the job he is in, were 
unfortunate. However, I do be-
lieve everything happens for a 
reason and Roy needs to be doing 
exactly what he is doing, exactly 
where he is doing it. 

Roy also answered my call for 
help and, like other past emissar-
ies, created a Virtual Emissary 
program to keep us connected to 
Israel and to the emissaries. He 
put together a Café Israel, similar 
to what he and Liron had done 
here at Mitchell College. When 
the Mitchell College students 
heard they could have a program 
with an emissary, they asked if 
they could have Roy. They re-
membered him well and wanted 
him to be “their” emissary. I was 
happy to ask Roy and he was only 
too happy to oblige. 

In the last couple of weeks, he 
has also been helpful in giving 
factual information as to what has 
been happening on the ground. I 
am so grateful for the continued 
communication with Roy and for 
his willingness to “set the record 
straight” and be there for us.

Enjoy Roy’s article. He wrote 
from his heart, as all our emissar-
ies have. Everything happens for 
a reason and not having Young 
Emissaries this year was certain-
ly challenging and sad. Yet having 
so many of our past emissaries 
connect with us and show their 
love for us, has truly been the sil-
ver lining to that cloud.

REASON CONT. FROM PG 1

By Gabe Friedman, JTA
Several NBA teams posted 

messages over the weekend con-
demning the spike in antisemitic 
attacks across the U.S. in the wake 
of the recent Israel-Gaza hostili-
ties.

“We are in the midst of a dev-
astating and appalling rise of 
anti-Semitic attacks on the Jewish 
community in our country,” the 
Milwaukee Bucks’ wrote Sunday 
on their official account. “These 
hateful and dangerous acts MUST 
stop and be condemned.”

The team is partially owned 
by the Moroccan-Jewish billion-
aire Marc Lasry and its president 
of operations, Peter Feigin, is also 
Jewish. Lasry’s 33-year-old son, 
Alex, is senior vice president of 

the team, but he has taken a leave of absence to run as a Democrat for 
a Senate seat in Wisconsin.

On Saturday, the Miami Heat posted a similar message on their ac-
count.

“Enough with the hate. Hate speech and violence against Jews & 
cowardly antisemitic acts committed against our Jewish friends and 
neighbors here in South Florida have got to stop,” the team read.

An Israeli-American businessman, Micky Arison, owns the Heat. 
The team recently released center Meyers Leonard, who was caught 
using an antisemitic slur on a live video game platform.

The Dallas Mavericks, owned by Jewish billionaire and TV star 
Mark Cuban, posted a short message on the topic on Saturday.

“We stand against anti-Semitism, prejudice, discrimination and 
racism of any kind,” the team’s account posted.

The Philadelphia 76ers added to the trend on Monday night, writ-
ing “We stand with the Jewish community against the wave of recent 
anti-Semitic attacks in our area and across the country.”

The Sixers are owned by Jewish billionaire investor Josh Harris.
All four teams are currently competing in the NBA playoffs.

NBA teams take stands 
against antisemitism

Mark Cuban’s Dallas Mavericks 
wrote on the team account over the 
weekend: “We stand against anti-
Semitism, prejudice, discrimination 
and racism of any kind.” (Tom Pen-
nington/Getty Images)

By Ron Kampeas, JTA
President Joe Biden will name Tom Nides, a deputy secretary of 

state in the Obama administration, to be his ambassador to Israel.
The Times of Israel first reported the decision. Multiple sources 

close to the Biden administration confirmed to the Jewish Telegraphic 
Agency that Nides was the pick for ambassador and would be an-
nounced soon. The White House said it had nothing yet to announce.

It was down to Nides and Robert Wexler, a former Florida con-
gressman who for years has helmed the Center for Middle East Peace, 
a group that advocates backchannel diplomacy between Israel and the 
Palestinians.

A number of centrist and liberal pro-Israel figures were pushing 
Wexler, believing he had the deeper experience because of his ties and 
frequent visits to the region. Both Nides and Wexler are Jewish.

Nides, a banker, was the deputy secretary of state for management 
and resources from 2011 to 2013 and had good relations with Israeli 
diplomats, although he was less involved in substantive diplomacy. Mi-
chael Oren, the Israeli ambassador in his book “Ally” chronicling his 
ambassadorship, described Nides as “irreverent, hard-working, highly 
intelligent, and warm.” Oren said Nides quickly earned his “affection 
and trust.”

Biden taps Tom Nides,  
to be ambassador to Israel

Wexler in an interview said he 
called Nides to congratulate him 
and was ready to assist him in 
any way he needed.

The former congressman 
said his experience in the region, 
which included outreach to ac-
tors on both sides perceived to 
be extremist, was that the United 
States would have to accommo-
date more “illiberal” elements if 
it wanted to advance peace.

“It’s critical that the policy-
makers of the U.S. government 
engage with illiberal actors in the 
Palestinian territories and in Is-
rael,” Wexler said. “That’s how we 
will alter the political dynamics 
in a favorable manner.”
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Memorial

By Abigail Klein Leichman, Israel21c
An Israeli pediatric hematologist-oncologist believes immunology 

is the key to diagnosing and treating many cases of autism spectrum 
disorder (ASD).

Dr. Benjamin Gesundheit readily admits it sounds crazy to treat a 
neurodevelopmental condition the way one might 
treat cancer.

But international reports from as early as 1962 
reveal that children with autism may have autoim-
mune diseases in their family.

Moreover, treating ASD children for autoim-
mune diseases, such as asthma, sometimes results 
in improvement of their ASD symptoms as well 
– typically, impaired social and communication 
skills and unusual repetitive behavior.

Intrigued by this anecdotal evidence, Gesund-
heit left his practice in 2011 to research the con-
nection between autism and immune dysfunction.

“I sat for one year in the library to review the 
literature on autism and consulted people includ-
ing a pediatrician who has a son with autism and 
asthma and when the asthma was treated the au-
tism lessened,” he tells ISRAEL21c.

“It became obvious to me there was a connection. Many important 
insights in the literature and from people I knew pointed in exactly the 
same direction.”

His discoveries led to the 2014 founding of his startup, Cell-El Ther-
apeutics.

Gone fishing
Animal studies he did in Israel confirmed that autoimmune an-

tibodies present in some mothers of children with ASD bind to fetal 
brain proteins and may be a marker or risk factor for ASD.

In 2013, Gesundheit was lead author of a multinational review of 
epidemiological, serological, and epigenetic evidence for the relation-
ship between the immune system and many cases of ASD, published in 
the Journal of Autoimmunity. One coauthor was immunologist David 
Naor from Hebrew University.

Gesundheit got Health Ministry approval to “go on a fishing expedi-
tion” for immunological biomarkers of triple-A (autoimmune antibody 
associated) autism in the blood of 360 ASD children, with typically de-
veloped children as a control, aged 3 to 11.

“I asked each parent if they have an autoimmune disease, and many 
of them told me nobody asked them that before, but we have actually 
many autoimmune conditions in our family,” he tells ISRAEL21c.

RayBiotech lab in Atlanta confirmed that out of 1,000 markers 
studied, about 30 showed significant statistical differences between 
ASD and non-ASD children.

Israeli biostatisticians found that in 88% of the more than 200 
blood samples, ASD could be diagnosed objectively by the immune 
profile they identified as diagnostic markers.

“Accuracy of 88% is not perfect medically,” says Gesundheit. “I think 
the other 12% was not proven to have a connection because there is 
some other cause or because we didn’t identify all the markers.”

First objective diagnostic tool for ASD
Still, he found the results encouraging enough to embark on devel-

oping what could be the world’s first objective medical diagnostic tool 
for ASD.

Today, ASD is diagnosed by observational behavioral tests conduct-
ed by neurologists, psychologists and psychiatrists. Since these tests 
assess communication, they cannot be performed until a child is two 
or three.

“Autism was first described in 1943 and since then there hasn’t 
been anything significantly new to understand the disease mechanism 
as a basis for diagnosis and treatment,”,” says Gesundheit.

“The word ‘spectrum’ doesn’t tell me biologically why something in 
the synapses between neurons is not signaling. We have no clue and 
it’s a disaster. A lot of divorce, depressive disorders, unemployment 

A diagnostic tool that treats autism like cancer
and suicide surrounds families 
with an autistic child.”

Gesundheit will now take “the 
five best markers from the 30” 
and develop them into a diagnos-

tic blood test over the next few 
years. This test could be given to 
babies with typical early signs of 
ASD — like not smiling or poor 
eye contact by six months old — 
to offer biological proof for ob-
servational tests done in toddler-
hood. The blood tests could also 
be a basis for early intervention.

“If we can sort out immuno-
logical markers in the blood sam-
ple, we will enable an objective 
diagnosis and that is the basis 
of many therapeutic approaches. 
The diagnostic tool might be used 
to monitor the success of any 
treatment as well. This is an ex-
citing new chapter for the world 
for autism.”

Immunotherapy
Cell-El Therapeutics’ other 

purpose is to develop an immu-
notherapy protocol for triple-A 
autism. Currently there are no 
FDA-approved treatments for the 
core symptoms of ASD.

One promising possibility is 
infusing autologous stem cells 
(from the patient’s own cells) 
with mesenchymal stem cells, 
which restore normal immune 
function.

Gesundheit published a study 
on this and is working with med-
ical experts in Europe who have 
observed remarkable improve-
ments in ASD children following 
stem-cell transplants.

“I’m not sure we can target 
treatments to specific social or 
communication symptoms, but 
we can open an interesting ave-
nue for future research,” he says.

“Optimal dosage, ideal age for 
treatment, and number and tim-
ing of treatments remain open 

questions for our clinical research. We do know that younger children 
are more responsive to immuno-modulation.”

It may also be possible to look for immunological biomarkers in 
the blood of mothers of autistic children and treat the mother before 
further pregnancies. “If we can do prevention that would be totally in-

credible,” says Gesundheit.
According to the World Health Organization, one in 

160 children is on the autism spectrum and the num-
bers are growing each year.

The team
Cell-El’s team includes two seasoned PhDs: Chief 

Scientific Officer Ronald Ellis, who has helped bring 
several major vaccines and therapeutics to the market 
over the past 35 years (and was one of ISRAEL21c’s ex-
perts in our webinar about the Covid-19 vaccine) and 
Fred Samuels, head of diagnostics, who has 35 years of 
senior management experience in commercializing di-
agnostic products.

The Swiss-born Gesundheit (whose name is a Ger-
man for “health”) previously worked at the Hospital for 
Sick Children in Toronto and at Soroka and Hadassah 

medical centers in Israel.
Gesundheit also heads a startup called Rapo Yerapeh that’s investi-

gating the use of oncolytic viruses to treat metastatic tumors, and he is 
researching an existing antiviral as a treatment for Covid-19.

Photo via Shutterstock.com

By Ron Kampeas, JTA
President Joe Biden on 

Monday condemned attacks on 
Jews in the United States and 
overseas, saying “they must 
stop.

His pronouncement on 
Twitter came days after lead-
ing national Jewish organiza-
tions urged him to speak out.

“The recent attacks on the 
Jewish community are despi-
cable, and they must stop,” 
Biden tweeted. “I condemn this 
hateful behavior at home and 
abroad — it’s up to all of us to 
give hate no safe harbor.”

Attacks on Jews and Jewish 
institutions in the United States appear to have spiked since the launch 
of hostilities two weeks ago between Israel and Hamas. The Biden ad-
ministration last week helped Egypt broker a ceasefire, but the attacks 
on Jewish communities abroad have continued.

On Friday, five major national Jewish groups wrote to Biden urging 
him to speak out on the issue and address it through legislation and 
initiatives.

President Biden: Attacks on 
Jewish community ‘must stop’

President Joe Biden leaves Holy Trin-
ity Catholic Church in the Georgetown 
neighborhood of Washington, D.C., 
Jan. 24, 2021. (Nicholas Kamm/AFP 
via Getty Images)
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you help? This is an opportunity for a Community Mitzvah. The Rose 
Conrad Memorial Fund of Safe Futures, founded by Sheila Horvitz in 
memory of her client, a victim of domestic violence, mother of nine 
and grandparent to 25 children helps support Camp HOPE. You can 
help send a child to camp, too.

There is no charge for families to send their children to Camp 
HOPE. It is free for any child who is recommended by the committee 
to attend. The cost to Safe Futures per camper is $1000. This covers 
the camp tuition, a trunk, and other provisions they will need for the 
week. We hope you will consider supporting Camp HOPE.

torney, civil rights and LGBTQ rights leader of state and national or-
ganizations, Congressional lawyer, television producer on the Oprah 
Show, communication advisor to corporate and political leaders, and 
Executive Director of the Anne Frank Center. 

And now he is studying for the Rabbinate at the Academy for Jew-
ish Religion in New York, fulfilling a life-long dream.

Goldstein received his B.A. from Brandeis University, a Master’s in 
Public Policy from the Harvard Kennedy School of Government, a Mas-
ter’s degree from the Columbia University Graduate School of Journal-
ism, and his law degree from Columbia Law School.

In the United States Senate, he worked as a press secretary to Sena-
tor Frank Lautenberg and as a counsel to the U.S. House Judiciary Com-
mittee.

As a television producer, he won 10 regional Emmy Awards before 
founding Garden State Equality in 2004, New Jersey’s statewide orga-
nization for LGBTQ equality. He advocated for the state to legalize gay 
marriage and was played by Steve Carell in the 2015 movie Freeheld, 
based on the 2008 Academy Award-winning documentary of the same 
name, in which he himself appeared.

He then served as Associate Chancellor for External Relations and 
Associate Professor at Rutgers Law School - teaching courses on social 
justice, American politics, and political communication, and then from 
2016 until September 2017, he was the executive director of the Anne 
Frank Center for Mutual Respect.

Upon stepping down from the Center, he began his studies for the 
Rabbinate. Steven looks forward to visiting again with his friends in 
the Southeastern CT Jewish community and sharing his vision on Zi-
onism.

Hadassah Eastern CT
We’d love to hear from you. 
Please feel free to call or write.

● President: Karen Bloustine bloustinek@gmail.com
860-326-6377

● Membership: Moira Ross moira29ross@hotmail.com
● Donations: Treas. Vicki Seroussi 2 Mitchell Ct 

Norwich, CT 06360
● Cards/Certificates: Kim Fischburg kimfischburg@gmail.com

860-608-9223

   Follow us on Facebook  
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is shrinking. The more traditionally observant Jews are, the more like-
ly they are to consume Jewish culture.

More than 4,700 Jews took part in the survey, which has a margin 
of error of 3%, with larger margins of error for subsets. Questions per-
taining to Orthodox respondents, for example, had a margin of error of 
8.8%. Here are some of the highlights.

1. There are 7.5 million American Jews. 
The number includes approximately 5.8 million adults and 1.8 mil-

lion children. About 4.2 million of the adults identify their religion as 
Jewish, while the rest of the adults are what Pew calls “Jews of no re-
ligion.”

The 7.5 million figure is up from the 6.7 million counted in 2013, 
which included some 5.3 million adults and 1.3 million children. And 
the 2021 figure is a bit larger than the Jewish population of Israel, 
which is around 6.9 million.

Jews make up about 2.5% of the American population. They are 
slightly older than Americans overall, with a median age of 49 com-
pared to the overall median American age of 46.

2. Most young Jews are either Orthodox or unaffiliated. 
The future of American Jewry appears to be one of polarization. 

The numbers of Orthodox and unaffiliated Jews are growing. The Con-
servative and Reform movements, which once claimed the bulk of the 
American Jewish community, are shrinking.

Overall, the raw percentages belonging to each denomination 
haven’t changed much since 2013. But religious affiliation by age 
shows a changing community.

Among Jews aged 65 and older, 69% are either Conservative or Re-
form, while just 3% are Orthodox. But among adults under 30, 37% 
are Conservative and Reform and 17% are Orthodox. Just 8% of those 
young adults are Conservative, as opposed to 25% of Jews over 65.

And 41% of Jews under 30 are unaffiliated, compared to 22% over 
65.

3. Some 15% of young Jewish adults are not white. 
The survey adds to a discussion that the Jewish community has 

been having in recent years: What proportion of American Jews are 
Jews of color, and have Jews of color been undercounted as a result of 
institutional bias? That conversation grew more intense during and 
after the protests over racial injustice that began last year.

The survey did not ask about the term “Jews of color” specifically 
because of debates over its definition and researchers were concerned 
that respondents may not be familiar with it. But the survey aimed to 
measure the racial and ethnic diversity of American Jewry.

It found that the overwhelming majority of the Jewish community 
identifies primarily as white — 92% — but that young adults are sig-
nificantly more diverse. Some 85% of adults under 30 identify primar-
ily as white, while 7% identify as Hispanic, 2% as Black, 6% as multi-
racial and less than 1% as Asian or Pacific Islander. By contrast, 97% 
of Jews over 65 identify primarily as white.

And while most American Jews were born in the U.S. and identify 
as Ashkenazi (with roots primarily in Eastern Europe), those numbers 
drop among young adults as well. Among those under 30, 28% are 
either not Ashkenazi, identify with at least one racial minority or are 
the children of immigrants from countries with a largely nonwhite 
population.

Overall, two-thirds of Jews identify as Ashkenazi, while only 3% 
identify as Sephardic, or following the traditional religious Jewish 
customs of Spain, according to Pew. Another 1% identify as Mizrahi, 
a term primarily used in Israel that refers to Jews with roots in the 
Middle East and North Africa.

4. Some 10% of Jews support the boycott of Israel — but half of 
young adults haven’t heard much about it.

As in 2013, the survey asked American Jews how they feel about 
Israel, and the results provide fodder for Israel’s advocates as well as 
its critics. On one hand, more than 80% of Jews say that caring about 
Israel is an important or essential part of being Jewish. Nearly half of 

STUDY CONT. FROM PG 1
American Jews have been to Isra-
el, and a quarter have been there 
more than once.

But the survey also found 
that the Palestinian-led Boy-
cott, Divestment and Sanctions 
movement against Israel, or 
BDS, has made inroads into the 
American Jewish community. 
One in 10 American Jews — and 
a slightly higher proportion of 
young adults — said they either 
“strongly support” or “somewhat 
support” the BDS movement. 
Some 43% of Jews oppose BDS, 
and another 43% haven’t heard 
much about it.

(The survey did not define 
BDS — due to debates over its 
scope and aims — but instead 
asked people how much they had 
heard about it. Only those who 
had heard “some” or “a lot” were 
then asked if they supported or 
opposed the movement.)

In that vein, the survey found 
that college campuses appear to 
be far from the hotbeds of BDS 
support that some have warned. 
While Jewish organizations have 
fretted about BDS activism on 
campus for over a decade, the 
survey found that nearly half 
of Jewish adults under 30 had 
heard little or nothing about the 
boycott movement.

5. Most young Jews are still 
intermarrying.  

For organizations that are in-
vested in “Jewish continuity” (or, 
in plain English, urging Jews to 
marry Jews and have Jewish ba-
bies), the 2013 Pew study was a 
red flag. It found that the majority 
of Jews who married after 2000 
wed non-Jews. When it came to 
non-Orthodox Jews, the numbers 
were even higher.

The same is true of the 2021 
study, though researchers say the 
numbers haven’t shown mean-
ingful growth. In other words, 
plenty of young Jews are still in-
termarrying, but the number isn’t 
much bigger than it was in 2013. 
Due to changes in methodology 
and small sample sizes, the re-
searchers emphasize that it’s un-
wise to compare results between 
the two surveys.

The 2021 study found that 
in the past decade, 61% of Jews 
married non-Jewish partners. 
And nearly three-quarters of 
non-Orthodox Jews who married 
since 2010 wed non-Jews. Inter-
marriage is quite rare among Or-
thodox Jews.

In total, 42% of married Jews 
have a spouse who is not Jewish.

Norwich Hebrew  
Benevolent Association 

P.O. Box 663 Jewett City, CT 06351 

Hebrew Cemeteries #1, #2, and #3 

Interfaith Cemetery #4 

Cremains Cemetery 

Synagogue Affiliation Not Required 
 

860-608-9138 
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Norwich - Aaron Marc Goldblatt, 72, of Norwich, passed 
away May 15, 2021. Aaron was born in Norwich on Novem-
ber 29, 1948. He grew up in Montville and graduated from 
Montville High School in 
1966.

Aaron worked as a let-
ter carrier for over 25 years 
in Norwich until he retired. 
Later he worked for the New 
London Day for the past 19 
years. He made many friends 
on his delivery routes.

Aaron is survived by his 
mother Shirley Goldblatt 
of New London; son Joseph 

Goldblatt and daughter-in-law Marie 
of Gilman; his daughter Amy Rian-
hard and son-in-law John of Salem; 
five grandchildren, Vanessa, Jacob, Olivia, Matthew and Christian; and 
other family and friends.

Aaron was preceded in death by his father Philip; his sister Annie 
Krysta; and brother-in-law Gary Krysta.

Aaron had many good friends that he kept in close contact with on-
line, close by, and out of state. He valued these friendships very much.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be given to the Connect-
icut Humane Society. The family wishes to thank Hartford Hospital for 
their exceptional care.

The funeral arrangements will be private.

Aaron Marc Goldblatt

Gabriel Matthew Grossman will be come a Bar Mitzvah 
on Saturday, June 5, 2021, assisting Rabbi Marc Ekstand 
and Cantorial Soloist Sherry Barnes in leading services on 
Friday evening, June 4, and Saturday morning.  Gabe is the 
son of Sabrina Gurwitz/Chris Giovanazzi and Jonathan and 
Lisa Grossman, brother to Madelyn Cates, Max Grossman, 
and Allyson Cates. He is the grandchild to Alan Gurwitz 

and Caren Rudin, Marsha Hobbs, 
Leonard and Pamela Grossman, 
John and Janis Krotsis, and Kim 
Beeney.  Gabe has been a student 
at the religious school of Temple 
Emanu-El since kindergarten, 
engaged in religious activities, 
embracing Jewish teachings and 
traditions.  He has been working 
nonstop towards his Bar Mitzvah 
through these tough times.  He has 
remained focused on preparation 
through changes and setbacks. 

Gabe attends Groton Middle 
School where he is a high honor 
student and plays the saxophone 
in the school band.  He has been 
engaged in sports since age 5.  He 
has been an active player in Gro-
ton-Mystic Youth Football, Groton 
Basketball Association, and Gro-

ton Little League/Groton All-Stars/Mystic Clippers/Pawcatuck Senior 
League and is excited to see what adventures await in high school 
sports. Gabe prides himself on surrounding himself with close friends 
and family, academics, and sports.    

Gabe remembers those that have passed and watch down on him 
from above:  paternal great grandfather/great grandmother- Conrad 
and Francis Wertheim, maternal great grandmother- Marsha Gurwitz, 
and maternal grandmother- Rochelle Gurwitz. 

Gabriel Grossman  
to be a Bar Mitzvah

By Lahav Harkov, Tovah Lazaroff, 
Jerusalem Post

The international community 
must actively work to weaken 
Hamas while rebuilding Gaza, 
Foreign Minister Gabi Ashkenazi 
has told his counterparts in the 
United States and in the region.

Ashkenazi spoke with US Sec-
retary of State Antony Blinken 
ahead of his arrival in Israel, as 
well as with the foreign ministers 
of the UAE, Bahrain, and Egypt.

The conversations held in the 
days preceding Thursday, May 
20, ceasefire between Israel and 
Hamas, and afterwards, set out 
four points on which Israel be-
lieves aid arrangements for Gaza 
must be based.

The efforts must include 
weakening Hamas and prevent-
ing the group from arming itself 
by smuggling in and making its 
own weapons.

In addition, the rehabilitation 
of Gaza must be monitored close-
ly by international supervisors, 
with the aid going directly to spe-
cific projects and kept away from 
Hamas.

The final point Ashkenazi 
made was that the Israeli civil-
ians captured by Hamas – Avera 
Mengistu and Hisham al-Sayed 
– as well as the soldiers whose 
bodies Gaza’s rulers continue 
to hold – Lt. Hadar Goldin and 
St.-Sgt. Oron Shaul – must be re-
turned to Israel.

The families of the Israelis 
held captive in Gaza have long in-
sisted that Israel should prevent 
all humanitarian aid from enter-
ing Gaza until the captives are 
released.

Ashkenazi emphasized that 
all four points must be imple-
mented.

Defense Minister Benny Gantz 
made similar points in a briefing 
on Sunday, May 23, though he ad-
mitted it would be impossible to 
completely stop Hamas from con-
fiscating some of the reconstruc-
tion materials and diverting them 
for military use.

“I’m not naive; some of the 
materials we let in will go to 
Hamas,” Gantz said in a briefing. 
“In the end, it’s complicated. You 
need cement to build, and some 
of it goes to the terror tunnels.”

Gantz met with Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu on 
Monday to discuss the problems 
associated with the transfer to 

Israel seeks assurances that  
foreign aid won’t reach Hamas

Gaza of funds and dual-use items, which can have both a civilian and a 
military function.

Rebuilding Gaza is top on Blinken’s agenda this week as he visits 
Israel and the Palestinian territories. The secretary of state said on 
Sunday that the Biden administration would ensure that aid does not 
go to Hamas by working with “trusted, independent parties that can 
help do the reconstruction and the development, not some quasi-gov-
ernmental authority.”

European countries are also concerned about investing once again 
in the reconstruction of Gaza without assurances that a mechanism is 
in place to prevent another outbreak of hostilities between Israel and 
Hamas.

Meanwhile, senior Hamas official Khaled Mashaal told The Wall 
Street Journal that he would “prefer that the reconstruction of Gaza be 
directed from the countries to our channels directly.” In an interview 
with Al-Hadath, a Saudi-owned news channel, Mashaal called for “be-
nevolent Arabs” – meaning foreign donors from Arab countries – to 
unite behind the Palestinian cause and help rebuild Gaza.

Egyptian Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry was in Amman on Sun-
day and Monday to discuss Gaza reconstruction before arriving in Ra-
mallah to meet with Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas.

Earlier on Monday, May 24, Gantz issued five military seizure or-
ders against items Hamas had attempted to smuggle in and out of Gaza 
for its military wing. The IDF had confiscated the items in the days 
leading up to the 11-day war, known as Operation Guardian of the 
Walls, which began on May 10. It has now issued official confiscation 
orders for the items.

This includes gold worth NIS one million ($307,000) that Hamas 
and other Gaza terror groups had smuggled into Judea and Samaria to 
finance terror activity in the West Bank. The gold, weighing 13 kg., was 
shaped as nails and hidden within wooden pallets.

Other dual-use items seized included shipments of potassium chlo-
ride, glycerin, polyurethane, polyester, fiberglass and communications 
equipment.

According to the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Hu-
manitarian Affairs (OCHA), Hamas launched 4,000 rockets against Is-

ISRAEL CONT. ON PG 15
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Though we made aliyah in 1997, and since then Israel has been 
in several challenging security situations, my family and I have never 
needed to seek shelter in an air raid. Until last week. 

You are supposed to get to a shelter within 90 seconds of hearing 
an air-raid siren. If this is not possible, there are official instructions 
based on your situation e.g., if you are on a train, you are supposed to 
“bend down below the height of the windows and protect your head 
with your hands”; if you are in your car on a city street, you are sup-
posed to “pull over to the side, get out of your vehicle, and go into a 
nearby building.” After the siren, there are often loud “booms,” which 
are the sounds made by Israel’s Iron Dome anti-missile system de-
stroying enemy missiles. An animated short video starring the cartoon 
character Tili (“til” is Hebrew for “missile”) reassures and explains all 
of this to Israel’s children.

Jerusalem was the first city to be targeted in the current “situation.” 
My daughter-in-law Hadar, along with my two-year-old grandson Ye-
huda and my 7-month-old granddaughter Ayala were in a local park 
on Monday afternoon May 10. A children’s activity had just concluded 
in honor of Jerusalem Day, when suddenly the air-raid siren went off, 
terrorizing all. Hadar tried to get Yehuda to do what you are supposed 
to do in a situation where you are in an open space with no nearby 
buildings (“lie down on the ground with your hands protecting your 
head”), but he didn’t really understand what she wanted of him. Af-
ter 10 minutes (the recommended time you are supposed to shelter), 
there were mad dashes to cars followed by gridlock, as everyone tried 
to leave the area at the same time.

Beginning on Tuesday May 11, the target of Hamas’s missiles shift-
ed to the center of the country. Several times during the next few days, 
the siren went off and Sarah and I joined my son Nathan, his wife Avia, 
and our two-and-a-half-year-old grandson Noam in our reinforced 
“safe” room, which during normal times functions as a regular bed-

room. If one of the rooms in your 
home is “safe,” you don’t have 
to run to the nearest communal 
shelter. With small children, the 
scramble to a shelter in the mid-
dle of the night is especially dif-
ficult; hence, the move by Nathan 
and Avia to our apartment for a 
few days, where Noam could go 
to sleep right in the safe room. 

We had also invited our daugh-
ter Rebecca to shelter with us. 
Rebecca lives in an older build-
ing in Tel Aviv without a nearby 
shelter. She said, “actually, I like 
where we shelter, in our stair-
well; I just saw a neighbor and he 
said: ‘See you tonight--same time, 
same place.’” 

My daughter Ruthie’s friend 
Abigail, a new mother of a three-
week old, was at her wit’s end 
after two nights of running back 
and forth to her building’s shel-
ter. Ruthie went to help Abigail on 
the third night, which turned out 
to be a quiet one. In the morning, 
Ruthie found Abigail’s husband 
Yossi sleeping on the living-room 
couch. Pleasant, unassuming Yos-
si is a fighter-jet pilot. 

On Saturday afternoon May 15, just as 
we were finishing dessert on our terrace, we 
heard three consecutive booms, and look-
ing up in the sky we could see three puffs of 
white smoke as well as the zig-zag white tra-
jectories of Iron Dome. Only after the booms 
did we hear a siren, which seemed faint and 
not meant for us. Several of our group were 
not taking any chances and went to our safe 
room. I remained outside along with a few of 
my children, mesmerized by the gorgeous blue sky and regretting that 
what I was looking at was not harmless skywriting.

I was touched by the many friends and family who emailed me to 
check if we were alright, and I was almost embarrassed to confess that 
“the situation” has mainly been one of inconvenience for me and my 
family: The deciding game of the championship series of Rebecca’s 
professional basketball team was postponed, as was Ruthie’s Wedding 
Part 2 (!!!), and my swimming pool closed. I know that the pictures 
coming out of Acre and Lod were very disturbing, but our reality was 
removed from that. My son Elie, though, did leave Hadar and his kids 
and joined a few dozen other religious young men in Lod for Shavuot. 
The guys split up into small groups and spent the holiday in Jewish 
homes, protecting them from possible violence, which thankfully did 
not occur. 

Endnote: The siren went off again in Herzliya on Thursday after-
noon May 13 at 2:30 p.m. I had been planning to go to the local “Golda,” 
a branch of a popular ice-cream store chain, and I left about an hour 
after the siren. There wasn’t a doubt in my mind that the store would 
be open. When we need to shelter here in Israel, we shelter; otherwise, 
life goes on. The ice cream was quite good.

rael, of which hundreds fell short and hit Gaza. The IDF also carried 
out 1,500 strikes on the coastal enclave.

Those strikes were designed to hit Hamas terror targets, but also 
inevitably caused civilian damage.

In the interim, the IDF has not announced a date when the Kerem 
Shalom and Erez crossings will be opened to normal passage of goods 
and people. Kerem Shalom is the main artery for commercial goods 
into the Gaza Strip, while Erez is for pedestrian transit.

The third crossing into Gaza is on Egypt’s border at Rafah, but it is 
not designed for major commercial use.

In a sign that the truce might hold the Defense Ministry announced 
Monday night that Kerem Shalom would be open for the passage of hu-
manitarian goods such as medicine, goods, and fuel, while Erez would 
be open for medical patients, journalists and the staff of international 
organizations.

Earlier in the day a shipment of humanitarian goods for the UN Re-
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lief and Works Agency for Pales-
tinian refugees was also allowed 
to cross into Gaza.

The Gaza fishing zone which 
had been closed since the start of 
the war, was due to be reopened 
on Tuesday morning up to six 
nautical miles.

The closure of the crossings 
means that at present, goods and 
people cannot get in and out of 
Gaza. Typically, the crossings op-
erate normally in periods of calm 
but are closed in times of hostil-
ity.

An exception was made on 
Monday for journalists and em-
ployees of international organi-
zations. A shipment of humani-
tarian goods for the UN Relief 
and Works Agency (UNRWA) for 
Palestinian refugees was also al-
lowed to cross into Gaza.

The left-wing organization 
Gisha – Legal Center for Freedom 
and Movement – has called on 
Israel to open the crossings, par-
ticularly for humanitarian goods.

“The closure is illegal, mor-
ally wrong and life threatening,” 
it stated.

During Operation Guardian 
of the Walls, terrorists twice 
shelled aid convoys traveling 
into Gaza, killing two and injur-
ing at least 10.

Israeli Foreign Minister Gabi Ashkenazi speaks to his Czech counterpart 
Jakub Kulhanek and Slovak counterpart Ivan Korcok as they visit the site of 
a building damaged by a rocket launched from the Gaza Strip last week, in 
Petah Tikva, Israel May 20, 2021. (photo credit: NIR ELIAS / REUTERS)

The Jewish Leader’s independent journalism
depends on donations from readers like you.

If you haven’t given to the annual appeal
this year, please consider giving now.
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The Jewish Filmfest thanks  
its sponsors for their support  

ensuring another successful year!

Yale NewHaven Health, Lawrence + Memorial Hospital
Rita Hendel & Family | Patricia Hendel & Family

Litchfield Distillery | Valenti Auto Group | The Nutmeg Companies, Inc.
Steven & Debra Daren | Sayet & Seder, Attorneys at Law | Carol Curland 

The Leiser Family Foundation | Mallove’s Jewelers | Congregation Sharah Zedek  
Minuteman Press | Hochberg Holocaust and Human Rights Education Committee

JUNE 2021 FEATURES 
 

THEY AIN’T READY FOR ME (USA; English; 88 minutes) 

Speaker: Sunday, June 6, 7:30  pm

 
 

 
THE SPY BEHIND HOME PLATE (USA; English; 100 minutes) 

 
CRESCENDO (Germany; English and Hebrew w/English subtitles; 106 minutes) 

Speaker: Sunday, June 27, 7:30 pm


