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2021 JCHS Graduates
The 2020-21 school year has come to a close and Jewish Commu-
nity High School was thrilled to issue graduation certificates to five 
seniors who stayed the course for four years and are now ready to 
move on. Marcia Reinhard, JFEC Ass’t Director and JCHS Coodinator 
was honored to present certificates to l-r seated Hannah Linder, Ga-
brielle Zettler, l-r standing Jack Haynes, Regan Kaye, and Amanda 
Rowe. See page 9 for additional photos.

By Jewish News Syndicate Staff
U.S. President Joe Biden will host Israel’s President 

Reuven Rivlin in Washington on June 28, said the White 
House.

“President Rivlin’s visit will highlight the enduring 
partnership between the United States and Israel, and 
the deep ties between our governments and our people,” 
White House spokeswoman Jen Psaki said in a statement.

The visit will take place shortly before Rivlin is due to 
end his seven-year term in July.

Jewish Agency chairman Isaac Herzog was elected as 
Israel’s new president earlier this month in elections that 
also marked the end of Benjamin Netanyahu’s role as Is-
raeli prime minister.

Psaki said that as Rivlin “approaches the end of his 
term, this visit will honor the dedication he has shown to 
strengthening the friendship between the two countries 
over the course of many years.”

Israel’s President Reuven Rivlin with U.S. 
Vice President Joe Biden before delivering 
joint statements at the President’s Resi-
dence in Jerusalem on March 9, 2016. Photo 
by Yonatan Sindel/Flash90.

Biden to host President  
Rivlin at White House

By Ariel Ben Solomon, JNS
Israeli Foreign Minister Yair Lapid is scheduled to travel to the 

United Arab Emirates next week, marking his first visit there since he 
became the country’s top diplomat.

The visit comes as Israel and the Biden administration seek to find 
common ground on mutual issues. While both have expressed a desire 
to expand the Abraham Accords, key differences are likely to remain 
on issues such as the Palestinians and Iran. Israeli Prime Minister Naf-
tali Bennett, like his predecessor, is opposed to the United States re-
joining the Iranian nuclear deal, and the new government is unlikely 
to possess the political willpower to make any significant moves on 
the Palestinian front.

The international move to offer Iran concessions has put countries 
like Saudi Arabia and the UAE on edge—not to mention Israel—and 
decreases their willingness to take diplomatic risks. As a result, the 
Saudis and Emiratis are again engaging with Tehran because they 
want to contain the damage of the revival of the nuclear deal, Reuters 
reported earlier this month.

New leadership likely to put 
Palestinian issue on backburner

The coalition headed by  
Naftali Bennett includes a  
spectrum of lawmakers –  

Orthodox, Arab, female, gay,  
and even Israel’s first  
deaf Knesset member.

By Abigail Klein Leichman, 
Israel21c

For the first time in 12 years, 
Israel’s Likud Party and its head, 
Benjamin Netanyahu, will move 
from the prime minister’s seat 
to the opposition in the Knesset, 
Israel’s parliament.

The new government, sworn 
in Sunday night, June 13, brings 
into power a broad coalition of 
eight political parties spanning 
left to right.

Heading Israel’s 36th gov-
ernment is Yamina Party leader 
Naftali Bennett, the 13th Israeli 
prime minister.

Bennett was sworn in along 
with Yesh Atid Party leader Yair 
Lapid, who will serve as alternate 
prime minister and foreign min-
ister until becoming the coun-
try’s 14th prime minister in Au-
gust 2023 for the final two years 
of the term – if all goes according 
to plan.

Here are nine notable firsts in 

What you should know about  
Israel’s new government

this 36th Knesset, formed with the intention of unseating Netanyahu 
and bringing change to Israel.

1. Bennett, 49, is the first prime minister from the high-tech 
world, having headed and sold two successful software 
companies, Cyota and Soluto. He also is the first to wear a 
kippah, a traditional Jewish skullcap.

2. The ruling coalition includes an Arab party – the Islamist 
Ra’am Party – while other parties representing Israel’s 21 
percent Arab minority chose to remain in the opposition.

3. Incoming Health Minister Nitzan Horowitz was the first 
openly gay Knesset member to head a major party (Meretz).

4. The 36th Knesset includes two longtime disabilities activ-
ists: Shirley Pinto, Israel’s first deaf Knesset member; and 
Karine Elharrar, a veteran MK who has muscular dystrophy, 
as Minister of Energy.

The newly sworn in Israeli government poses for a group photo at 
the President’s Residence in Jerusalem, June 14, 2021. Photo by Yo-
natan Sindel/Flash90
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TECHNOLOGY. TRADITION. TORAH.
Congregation Beth El is welcoming new members. During this time 
of pandemic our congregation is more active than ever through the 
safety of Zoom and offers a wide variety of options for everyone.

Rabbi Earl Kideckel joined Beth El as its spiritual 
leader last summer and has rapidly become a 
beloved part of the congregation. He has 
provided innovative ways to vitalize the 
synagogue despite the pandemic and has initiated 
diversity to our services while respecting our 
traditions. Rabbi Kideckel has officiated at life 
cycle events for many decades and enjoys 
collaborating with other area synagogues and 
clergy. 

JOIN US – WE LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU! 
860.442.0418 • office@bethel-nl.org • bethel-nl.org

Throughout this year, I have written about our 
Yachad BBYO chapter’s zoom events, in person 
events, services, fundraisers and more, keeping 
our community up to speed on all the teens are do-
ing. This past year was not the ideal way to end my 
career in BBYO, but nevertheless I am happy to say 
that I had a great year as Yachad’s Mazkir, or VP of 
Communications. I am passing the baton to incoming 
senior, Simone Lerner, who I am positive will shine 
as Yachad’s new Mazkirah. From writing articles to 
creating posters to taking photos to posting on social 
media, Simone will be amazing, and I hope she enjoys 
the position as much as I did. Here’s to a new board, 
new programs, and a new year!

Thank you all! 

Jack Haynes,  
VP of Communications  

2020-2021 (Mazkir)

Farewell and welcome

Simone Lerner, Yachad BBYO’s 2021-22 VP of 
Communications.

By Marcia Reinhard, JFEC Ass’t Director
When Israel found itself, once again, under rocket fire from Hamas 

between May 10 to May 21, it also found itself alone in the world. After 
seeing so much negative press, posts on social media and unedu-
cated bias, I felt our community (at the very least) would benefit 
from hearing from the people we know, trust and love. Our past 
emissaries. I contacted a handful of emissaries and asked them if 
they would be interested in being on a call with us to share their 
feelings, their experiences and help us to understand their perspec-
tive of what was happening. I felt it would be a safe place for our 
community members to ask questions, voice any concerns and even 
objections, if they had any. 

Five of our past emissaries were on the Zoom with us. Others 
wanted to participate but the timing did not work for them. Our em-
issary participants were Einat Kiper-Winter (2006-07), Hadar Elya 
(2009-10), Bar Halgoa (2013-14), Guy Carmi (2016-17) and Roy Su-
limani (2018-19.) We listened to their experiences from the outside 
in starting with Bar Halgoa who was away in Germany on assign-
ment with the navy at the time and heard about it upon returning 
from a day at sea from his Commander. 

We moved onto Guy Carmi who lives in Givat Ella, a moshav in 
the region just above Afula/Gilboa who spoke about three aspects 
that he experienced through others, one of which was our very own 
Erica Weiner. Erica lives in Tel Aviv and had never before experi-
enced rockets raining down on them. It was terrifying for her. 

Then Einat Kiper-Winter spoke about having family members 

Gaining perspective through 
our Young Emissaries

GAINING CONT. ON PG 5
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The Rabbi Rosenberg Tikkun Olam Scholarship Award 
Committee has selected Jack Haynes, Regan Kaye, Han-
nah Linder and Amanda Rowe as this year’s honorees. 
Since its inception in 2016, the Award Committee has 
only twice selected multiple recipients of the Scholar-
ship Award. This year’s honorees are all so deserving, 
that the committee was unable to choose from these four 
amazing graduates who each epitomize the meaning of 
Tikkun Olam! It certainly can be said about this group 
of young people that, “The apple doesn’t fall far from the 
tree”. Their parents, all serving Temple Emanu-El and the 
Jewish community for many years, have served as the ul-
timate role models for their children.  

Jack Haynes is 
the son of Rebecca 
and Michael Haynes 
of Niantic. In his ap-
plication essay, Jack 
states, “The Temple 
community has been 
and always will be 
a very important 
part of my life”. Jack 
has contributed to 
Temple Emanu-El 
and the Jewish com-
munity in a number 
of ways. He was a tu-

tor and Faculty Assistant at the Religious School and is a 
very active member of both the Junior Youth group and 
Yachad BBYO where he now serves as the VP of Com-
munications. Jack also attended the Jewish Community 
High School. In addition to the numerous service projects 
that he has participated in with BBYO, at East Lyme High 
School, Jack has served as president of the UNICEF Club, 
Vice President of the Chikumbuso Club, and is also an 
active member of the Leo’s Club. Each of these activities 
that Jack has chosen to 
give his time to are in-
volved in Tikkun Olam. 
Jack will be attending 
the University of Mas-
sachusetts in the fall, 
where he will be study-
ing nursing.

Regan Joshua Kaye 
is the son of Tammy 
and Rick Kaye of Old 
Lyme. Regan believes 
that Temple Emanu-El 
is his “home away from 

2021 Recipients of the Rabbi Rosenberg Tikkun Olam scholarship award
home”. After attending Religious School, Regan continued 
with Confirmation, Jewish Community High School and 
still serves as a faculty assistant at the Religious School. 
He also helps out at the synagogue whenever his help is 
needed. “The Temple has given so much to me and helped 
form my Jewish identity that I wanted to give back”. Re-
gan has also served the Jewish Community through the 
Jewish Federation and his relationships with the emis-
saries. Regan is also an active member of BBYO and has 
taken on the role of Vice President of Membership. In this 
role, he created an elaborate PowerPoint presentation to 
encourage participation in Junior Youth Group and BBYO 
to the younger students in our community.  In the com-
munity at large, Regan who has had a passion for Science 
Olympiad since 6th grade and is still involved at the high 
school level, is a volunteer coach at Old Lyme Middle 
School. At Old Lyme High School, Regan is captain of the 
varsity tennis team and was selected as a member of the 
National Honor Society, where he is actively involved in 
community service.  Regan will be attending Quinnipiac 
University in the fall, majoring in criminal justice. His fu-
ture career goal is to work for a federal agency such as 
the FBI or Homeland Security.

Hannah Linder 
is the daughter of 
Deborah and Samu-
el Linder of Water-
ford. Hannah’s list 
of contributions and 
accomplishments is 
“extremely healthy”. 
One wonders where 
she finds the time to 
do all that she is do-
ing. Hannah attend-
ed Solomon Acad-
emy through grade 
5, Temple Emanu-El 
Religious School starting in Grade 6, continued with Jew-
ish Community High School and Confirmation, worked 
as a Faculty Assistant and this year served as the Youth 
Representative to the Temple Board. She has been an ac-
tive member of BBYO for four years and has served on 
the Board for three years as Jewish Programmer, Head 
of Communications and this year as Chapter President. 
Through a BBYO International Summer Program, Han-
nah spent time in Israel where she became involved with 
“Save a Child’s Heart”. At Waterford High School, Hannah 
is a high honor’s student and a member of the Science, 
Spanish, Art and National Honor societies. She has done 
286 volunteer hours during her four years at Waterford 

high school. As a member of the Shoreline Leo’s Club, 
Hannah has served as the chair of the Leo’s Measles and 
Rubella campaign. Finally, Hannah is an advocate and 
“activist” for causes important to improve the world - cli-
mate change, mental health, Israel, and Black Lives Mat-
ter. In the fall, Hannah will be attending Brandeis Univer-
sity, majoring in Biology and minoring in Spanish. She 
hopes to become a pediatrician.

Amanda Rowe is the daughter of Armi and Jona-
than Rowe of Wa-
terford. Amanda 
Rowe has been a 
constant presence 
at Temple Emanu-El 
since she was a tod-
dler when she would 
sit in the front row of 
the synagogue every 
Friday night with 
her big brother Na-
thaniel (a former re-
cipient of the Tikkun 
Olam Award). Like 
her parents and her 
brother, Amanda is a 
quiet leader and is always there to volunteer when some-
thing needs to be done. Amanda is modest about her ac-
complishments but is a powerhouse at getting things 
done. Amanda graduated from the Jewish Community 
High School, was confirmed and has served as a Faculty 
Assistant in the Religious School for four years. She has 
also been an active member of BBYO for four years, serv-
ing as treasurer for two of the four years. Amanda is a 
high honors student at Waterford High School and is a 
member of the National Honor Society and the National 
Art Honor Society. Amanda is also an extremely talented 
artist, writer, actor and singer. Amanda ended her essay 
with these words, “Overall, I try my best to be a positive 
force in the community, because I believe a little bit of 
positivity can go a long way.” In the fall, Amanda is pur-
suing Digital Media Design with a focus on Game Design 
and Development at the Rochester Institute of Technol-
ogy’s Golisano School of Computing and Information Sci-
ences.

Jack, Regan, Hannah, and Amanda will be honored 
at a Shabbat Service on Friday, June 25 at 6:00 PM. 
Their names will be added in our place of honor on the 
plaque in the Temple Atrium. We wish them the very best 
as they begin their college careers in the fall.

By Gabe Friedman, JTA
After being blasted by critics for staying in the Israeli prime minis-

ter’s residence well over a week past his ousting from the role, Benja-
min Netanyahu has agreed to leave — in another three weeks.

He and his successor, Prime Minister Naftali Bennett, released a 
joint statement Saturday that says Netanyahu will depart by July 10 
and until then, no official state meetings will be held there.

Netanyahu had stayed in power through a series of close elections 
over two years and multiple corruption cases that made him the first 
prime minister to be indicted while in office. After 12 straight years in 
the role, a diverse coalition of parties ousted him from power less than 
two weeks ago, and he promptly called the group the “greatest elec-
tion fraud” the country has seen.

His tone, like former President Donald Trump after the U.S. presi-
dential election in 2020, had some critics fearing that Israel could be 

Netanyahu slow to leave
rocked by public violence similar 
to the Jan. 6 assault on the U.S. 
Capitol building.

For now, Bennett is living in 
his home in the city of Raanana, 
near Tel Aviv.

Bennett reiterated his hard-
line stance against supporting 
any kind of nuclear deal with Iran 
after that country elected a new 
president who has been sanc-
tioned previously by the U.S. for 
allowing human rights abuses.
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Everyone counts:   We are counting on you!
Here in Eastern Connecticut the JFEC works to  

support, sustain and revitalize Jewish life. But we 
can’t do it without you. Send in your donation today.

Realtor Corner

JOIN US – WE LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU! 
860.442.0418 • office@bethel-nl.org • bethel-nl.org

BETH EL “BREAKS OUT”:

Shabbat on the Beach, Billard Beach, NL
Fri, July 9 • 7 pm
 
Barbecue, McCook’s Park, EL (Upper Level)

Sun, July 11 • 5:30 - 8 pm 

Shabbat on the Beach, Billard Beach, NL
Fri, July 23 • 7 pm 

Membership Picnic, Waterford Beach Park
Sun, Sept 19 •  1 - 4 pm

Look for more upcoming 
events in August!

Call Beth El to participate 
in any of our programs!

Beth El is a vibrant, welcoming Conservative 
synagogue that continues to serve the 
community as we emerge from the 
pandemic. There are many ways that we 
are engaging our community. We hope you 
will join us at an event in the near future. 

Why
us
join

?

By Geoff Hausmann
Consider you have something to offer, 

and a person comes to you and offers you 
what you requested; most people would say 
thank you. Then there are other people who 
will respond, “Can I have MORE?”

As a young child, I was taught that the more you ask for, the less you 
will get. I can honestly say I had smart parents, and this is one of the 
lessons that have followed me through life, especially in real estate. 
I am going to describe two different sellers which proves that their 
parents did not do their job.

I would never state that I am the smartest person, but with 24 years 
of experience in real estate, I have learned a thing or two. This couple 
had me check out their property and wanted me to give an evalua-
tion of their property. I informed them that I thought the property was 
worth “A”. Their response was interesting that they knew the market 
better than me and with this current market their property is worth 
so much more. 

They wanted their property listed for the price I gave plus an ad-
ditional $50,000. I nicely explained the issues their home included: 
the location, the layout, the square footage, and the smell of cigarette 
smoke. I also explained to them that when you list your property for 
more than what the market suggests, the property will become stale 
and in the end, they will end up with less for the home than the “A” that 
was suggested.

This couple is currently using their third real estate agent and now 
that the home has been on the market for two months, they are finally 
listing the property for the price I originally suggested. The interesting 
thing, I expect that the final outcome will be a sales price of $10,000 
less than what I suggested. 

My other example is regarding a person who decided to sell their 
property on their own. I am going to refer to him as Bill. Well, Bill had 
me visit his property and wanted my evaluation. This home has many 
special features but needs at least $75,000 to complete and required 
the special person who would appreciate the workmanship. I ex-
plained that I had an investor who could handle this job and expected 
him to pay “X” for the property. He thought that was a decent price for 
the property and understood that it would take two days to get this 
investor into the property. 

So, Bill tries to be smart and contacts another agent and told her 
that he wanted “X” for the property. Her person said yes, so Bill in-
forms me what he did. My investor responded that he would pay 
“X” plus $10,000. Bill thinks this is fun and informs the other agent 
and her buyer responds that he would pay “X” for the property plus 
$15,000. My investor is very upset with Bill but states he would match 
the other offer and would not go up anymore. I do not know what the 
other buyer’s final offer was, but Bill decided to go with that offer.

Only two days later, this buyer informs Bill that he had lost his job 
and no longer was able to get a mortgage. I personally think that this 
buyer realized the amount of work needed and could not afford it. So, 
Bill comes back to me with his tail between his legs hoping my inves-
tor would still jump. Bill was lucky as the investor was still interested 
in the property, but only for the original “X” price. Bill accepted the 
deal walking away from the extra $15,000 he could have had if he did 
not play games. 

Please remember you can search for homes at www.CallThe-
HouseMan.com. Do you have a question about real estate? 

Advice/responses will be made by: Geoff Hausmann, RE/MAX on 
the Bay, 860-443-4400, Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com

Greed!
By Marcia Reinhard,  
JFEC Ass’t Director

On Monday, May 24, the 
JFEC’s Jewish Community High 
School (JCHS) had its graduation 
ceremony for the seniors. It was 
held at Bates Woods Park in New 
London and was the only class 
that we held in-person all year. 
The five seniors that graduated 
from JCHS are Jack Haynes, Regan 
Kaye, Hannah Linder, Amanda 
Rowe, and Gabriel Zettler. All five 
of these teens have been active in 
JCHS since the 9th grade and all 
have been active in Yachad BBYO, 
our teen youth movement, with 
four of them holding leadership 
positions on the board for at least 
a couple of years.

Yachad BBYO, our JFEC-spon-
sored teen youth group, held their 
elections for their new board on 
Saturday night, May 22. Three of 
the current board members are 
graduating seniors, heading off to 
start their college careers in Au-
gust, while three others are rising 
seniors. The latter three are stay-
ing on the board, however in new 
positions. Here are the names of 
the senior board members and 
the colleges they are headed to, :

•  Jack Haynes -- UMASS 
Amherst

•  Regan Kaye -- Quinni-
piac University 

•  Hannah Linder -- 
Brandeis University

2021-22 Yachad BBYO Board: Front row l-r: Ethan Novick, Bayla Mc-
Caffrey; back row l-r: Emmerson Kaye, Simone Lerner, Max Frisch-
ling, and Daniel Sapozhnikov.

JCHS graduates five and Yachad  
BBYO elects a new board

Our returning Board Members are:
•  Ethan Novick -- President
•  Bayla McCaffrey – VP, Programming
•  Simone Lerner –VP, Communications

Our new Board Members are:
•  Max Frischling – VP, Jewish Heritage/Programming
•  Emmerson Kaye – VP, Membership
•  Daniel Sapozhnikov -- Treasurer

We wish our 2021-22 board members the best of luck as they carry 
the torch and keep Yachad BBYO a priority in their lives. We wish our 
graduating seniors the very best as they leave our community and be-
gin their college careers at the end of August. Mazal tov to you all!

http://www.CallTheHouseMan.com
http://www.CallTheHouseMan.com
mailto:Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com
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Artie
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Direct: 860-443-4400   Cell: 860-625-5255 
Email: Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com 
Website: www.CallTheHouseman.com 

Blog: CTHouseMan.com 

ON THE BAY 

FOR ALL YOUR  
REAL ESTATE NEEDS 

There is an old saying, “you don’t know what you’ve got til it’s gone. 
So true with people you’ve loved, so true with the loss of the Solomon 
Schechter Academy which recently closed its doors for the last time. I 
read with interest Karen Rosenberg’s article in the Jewish Leader. She 
detailed the school’s humble beginnings with a handful of students in 
1981 to a thriving institution with nearly 100 students in the 90’s.

My wife and I raised four children and enrolled them all in Solomon 
Schechter. The decision to send our oldest in 1986 was not a foregone 
conclusion. I had a less than stellar experience in the sixties at a New 
York City Hebrew school, where the old-pfashioned Rabbi/ principal 
seemed intent on single handedly keeping corporal punishment alive. 
So, it was with some trepidation that I considered offering up my first-
born son to a fledgling school run out of Congregation Beth El. But I 
had met Karen Rosenberg and trusted her immediately. My wife and I 
weighed the options and finally enrolled our son, David, in Kindergar-
ten at a hefty tuition of $2500. (Seems laughable now). 

What I saw immediately from the teachers was the commitment, 
the respect, and the love with which they treated their students. With 
Karen at the helm, the school expanded and enjoyed a wonderful repu-
tation in the broader community. In the following years we enrolled 
our other three children. The parents of their classmates became our 
friends. We were blessed to feel part of the SSA family.

I sat in occasionally on morning services, wondered that my chil-
dren could already daven so much better than I could, despite my or-
thodox background. My wife and I attended countless events. Purim 
carnivals, crazy hat days, and Chanukah plays peppered our calendars, 
adding spice to our lives, just as it shaped our children’s early years. 
Who can forget the science fairs, the art shows, the chess tournaments? 

My children absorbed their religious instruction as naturally as 
breathing in oxygen. With the curriculum mixing English subjects and 
Hebrew instruction seamlessly, they thrived.

We were there to see them receive their first tikuns. They learned 
to read Torah with, thanks to Diane Maran’s help, the proper trope. 
They played basketball at recess, roamed the halls of Schechter with 
excitement, laughed with their friends, formed lifelong bonds with 
their classmates. I couldn’t have been happier with their education.

The incomparable Mr. Kessler started a chess club at the school 
bringing the children to tournaments throughout the state. I helped 
out with the younger children. When Kessler moved to Baltimore, I 
took over the program and recruited helpers of my own, Oleg Rabino-
vitch among them, an excellent player in his own right.

Ode to Solomon Schechter Academy

Last week, after Sunday morn-
ing minyan I realized a young 
man was staring at me. When the 
service ended he approached. 
“Didn’t you teach chess at Schech-
ter?” he asked.

Although he only attended a 
year, he remembered the school 
fondly, and I was proud to think 
that he would remember me as 
well. Although I started teaching 
chess when my children were 
students, I continued for many 
years, long after they graduated. 
Being involved with the school 
enriched my life, connected me to 
the teachers and to Karen. 

I asked my eldest son David, 
now nearing 40, how he remem-
bered the school. “SSA prepared 
me well for junior high and my 
Bar Mitzvah. I have fond memo-
ries of all my teachers.”

I know he’s stayed in touch 
with many of his classmates. 
In my mind’s eye I can still see 
them as youngsters learning the 
morning prayers together, and it 
makes me smile.

The Schechter School was a 
key part of the Jewish community 
for all these years. Times change, 
the demographics of our area 
no longer can support a Schech-
ter School, and so this will be its 
last year. I will take solace from 
the fact that it lasted for as long 
as it did. Barbara Wolfe, the cur-
rent head of school, did an amaz-
ing job keeping it open until this 
year to allow the last class to 
graduate and move on to middle 
school. Kudos to her. And thank 
you to all the Rabbis and teach-
ers who worked so diligently to 
educate our children and give 
them a foundation in Judaism. 
The school may be gone, and the 
teachers retired or moved away, 
but the product of their labors 
lives on. 

Many of the children who 
got their start at the Schechter 
School are parents in their own 
right now. Most of them live else-
where. Perhaps they’ve sought 
out Jewish communities. If they 
are married with children per-
haps they’ve considered sending 
their children to a Jewish School 
because of their own unique ex-
periences. And so the cycle will 
repeat and grow like ripples in 
a pond, sending Jewish learning 
outward—all because a group 
of concerned parents and com-
munity leaders got together and 
decided to achieve something 
spectacular. And for that, from 
the bottom of my heart I say 
thank you.

JT’s All Seasons Landscaping
Call Joel Tomsky @ 860-271-9549 

Lawn Care • Fertilizing • Mulching 

Ask about our senior rates

Hedge & Tree 
Trimming

Spring Cleanup

Commercial
and

Residential

Driveway 
Sealing

Dump Runs

and more!

Locally owned
&  operated

Insured #MPT7743H •  LLC 1101711
This is the perfect time 

for pruning trees & shrubs

Temple Bnai Israel is hiring! 
Temple Bnai Israel, a constantly evolving Reconstructionist com-

munity that blends Jewish traditions with modern life, is looking to fill 
an exciting new position for a Director of Youth Programming and 
Outreach. 

The director’s main responsibilities will include developing, grow-
ing, and supervising all of the Temple’s youth programs; communicat-
ing with Temple members and the broader community about these 
programs; and building relationships with and among participating 
families. 

The youth programs will range from Jewish Explorations — our 
ongoing children’s education program for kindergarten through bar/
bat mitzvah-aged children, to specific events for younger children and 
teens. 

The director must be innovative and creative, as well as affirming 
of the wide diversity of often multi-faith, multi-ethnic, modern Jewish 
families who participate in this programming.

To learn more about and to apply for the Director of Youth Pro-
gramming and Outreach position, please visit our website at  https://
www.templebnaiisrael.org/employment_opportunities/ .  

with small children who came from the south to live with them for 
about a week. 

Then came Hadar Elya who was the most impactful. Hadar lives 
in Ramat Gan, just outside of Tel Aviv and is a new mom with an 
8-month-old baby girl, Noga, with whom she had to keep running 
to a shelter and staying there for long periods of time. Hadar got 
choked up as soon as she started speaking and as she spoke about 
the experience as a new mom, many of us found ourselves tearing 
up with her. 

Lastly, was Roy Sulimani who now works for the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs and spoke about it in terms of the PR. 

While the emissaries answered some questions, Karen Bloustine 
asked the best question of all. “How do you feel knowing you are so 
alone in the world?” It was a great question. 

The video was recorded so if you are interested in seeing it, 
please contact Marcia Reinhard at mreinhard@jfec.com. Please 
do not share the video with anyone outside of our community. It 
was a safe space for our emissaries to talk about how they were 
feeling and for our community to ask questions and voice concerns. 
Interestingly, everyone on the call seemed to be in their corner. 

The zoom lasted for a little more than an hour and ended on a 
positive and hopeful note. We will be engaging with our emissaries 
again in a similar format in another two to three months. Watch the 
Jewish Leader for info and email blasts from the Jewish Federation. 
Until then, we pray that a long-lasting peace will come. Our emis-
saries are still with us. 

GAINING CONT. FROM PG 2

https://www.templebnaiisrael.org/employment_opportunities/
https://www.templebnaiisrael.org/employment_opportunities/
http://mreinhard@jfec.com
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Camp Gan Israel is pleased to announce a Family Camp in the Gar-
den, geared for Jewish children ages 3-8-, and 2-year old’s when ac-
companied by their mother. 

Happy campers make happy kids and families. An assortment of 
crafts, games, baking, story time, Jewish tradition, arts, nature, and so 
much more will fill the days providing a wonderful time for all!

Located at Chabad in New London, the program will run daily Mon-
day through Friday, July 5-23, from 10:00-11:30am. Focused on fun 
and safety, the program will be outdoors, physically distanced with 
individualized supplies for each camper.

Cost for the program is $60 per week or $150 all 3 weeks. For 
more information, please contact Maryashi Sternberg at 860-235-
9714, or email maryashi@chabadect.com. Sign up your child today at 
ChabadECT.com/garden.

Garden!in 
the

Family Camp
ה ב

July 5-23

Joyful to be Jewish?  
Start young!

By Gabe Friedman, JTA
The Reconstructionist move-

ment has chosen a Jew of color 
to lead its rabbinical college, a 
first for a major American Jewish 
movement.

Hebrew Bible scholar Amanda 
Beckenstein Mbuvi, who is Black, 
will lead the Reconstructionist 
Rabbinical College outside of Phil-
adelphia, the movement’s umbrel-
la organization Reconstructing Ju-
daism announced this week. She 
will become vice president of aca-
demic affairs, the school’s highest 
post, and report to Reconstructing 
Judaism CEO Rabbi Deborah Wax-
man.

Mbuvi is neither a rabbi nor 
previously involved with the Re-
constructionist movement, al-

though she told Waxman in an online conversation that her “formative 
experience of communal Jewish life” had taken place in a Conservative 
synagogue that had a Reconstructionist rabbi.

In that conversation, she said the diversity of the American Jew-
ish community is important to reflect in rabbinical training. She said 
her vision for rabbinic education is that “it equips students to envi-
sion, embody and bring forth new possibilities for the world —  to 
root them in Jewish tradition and equip them to engage others in that 
tradition in all of the diverse embodiments and social locations that 

A Black and Jewish  
Bible scholar will lead 

rabbinical school

Amanda Beckenstein Mbuvi 
had been a faculty member at 
High Point University in North 
Carolina. (Reconstructing Juda-
ism)

Once again this fall, for the second semester running, Jewish high 
school students in Eastern Connecticut will have a unique opportunity 
to earn college credits while exploring the tenets of Judaism.

Over the last year we saw the stock market come to a crashing halt 
only to rebound to record highs. Oil prices fell below $0 a barrel and 
cryptocurrency exploded. Millions lost their source of income and the 
President of the United States sent checks in the mail. 

As we experience a time of profound economic flux CTeenU’s new-
est course invites High School Students to take a deep dive into an ex-
ploration of the Torah’s take on money, stress and success, while earn-
ing two private college credits.

Titled, “CTeenU Business School,” the course is the product of CTeen 
U — a collaboration between Yeshiva University and the Chabad teen 
network, CTeen International.

Yeshiva University is the world’s premier Jewish institution for 
higher education, home to a network of undergraduate and graduate 
programs. Their undergraduate programs offer a unique dual curricu-
lum comprising Jewish studies and liberal arts, sciences, and business 
courses.

In CTeen U, Yeshiva University and CTeen have carefully curated 
courses that will appeal to Jewish high school students from any back-
ground. No previous Judaic knowledge is required.

The curriculum is designed to encourage teens to ask questions 
and apply Jewish thought to their everyday activities.

Cteen of Eastern CT has already hosted several successful CTeen 
courses over the last four years and one Cteen U course in the fall of 
2020. Tens of teens have debated and discussed, assessed and applied 
Judaism’s philosophy and thought and its practical application in the 
modern world. CTeen U’s relevant and engaging curriculum on the te-
nets of Judaism cultivates a strong sense of purpose and Jewish iden-
tity. Formulated to be relevant, interesting, and fun, CTeen U students 
actually look forward to their classes.

CTeen U Business School will examine questions such as, “Is self-
worth defined by net worth?” “Does G-d care if I use a friend’s Netf-
lix?” and “Is my stuff also your stuff?” The course will engage students 

Fire up your inner en·tre·pre·neur while 
earning college credits in high school 

in examining the Torah’s view 
on Labor Unions, poverty pre-
vention and yachts and analyze 
whether Judaism prefers Social-
ism over Capitalism.

Nathan Clark, a Senior at 
Chariho High School says, “I at-
tended the Jewish Philosophy 
course last semester. I learned so 
much about who I am as a per-
son and as a Jew, and it’s made 
me think deeply about mundane 
things that occur in everyday 
life. I’m really looking forward to 
what I’ll discover in this coming 
course.”

As in the past, once a week, 
CTeen U students will meet on 
zoom. The small group setting 
makes it possible for the instruc-
tor to get to know each student, 
and for the students to bond with 
each other as they study.

“I know how busy teens are 
preparing for college—this is an 
opportunity for them to advance 
their resume and college career 
while studying the Torah’s time-
less wisdom,” says Rabbi Aizik 
Schwei. “I am constantly inspired 
by the enthusiasm and curiosity 
students bring to each class.”

Yeshiva University credits 
are accepted at many colleges 
around the country, including 
highly selective schools, state col-
leges, liberal arts colleges, public 
flagships, specialized programs, 
and many more.

The course is available to 
10th, 11th, and 12th graders. 
Classes will be given by Rabbi 
Aizik Schwei and will be held 
once a week on zoom for 14 
weeks, starting October 5, 
2021.

To register or for more in-
formation call Rabbi Aizik Sch-
wei at 860-772-4478 or email 
CteenEasternCT@gmail.com

If you would like to contribute 
to our scholarship fund to help 
sponsor tuition for teens from 
low income families, please con-
tact Rabbi Aizik Schwei for more 
information.

SCHOLAR CONT. ON PG 13

The Jewish Leader’s  
independent journalism
depends on donations 
from readers like you.
If you haven’t given to  

the annual appeal
this year, please  

consider giving now.

mailto:maryashi%40chabadect.com?subject=
http://ChabadECT.com/garden
mailto:CteenEasternCT@gmail.com
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Hadassah News
President’s Message by Karen Bloustine

Hadassah Eastern CT
We’d love to hear from you. 
Please feel free to call or write.

● President: Karen Bloustine bloustinek@gmail.com
860-326-6377

● Membership: Moira Ross moira29ross@hotmail.com
● Donations: Treas. Vicki Seroussi 2 Mitchell Ct 

Norwich, CT 06360
● Cards/Certificates: Kim Fischburg kimfischburg@gmail.com

860-608-9223

   Follow us on Facebook  

Summer has started and our chapter continues its work. Our June 
17 excellent presentation on the topic “The Future of Israel as a Demo-

cratic and Jewish State”, featured three 
Hadassah leaders with vast experience 
in Zionism advocacy and education. It 
was a lively and spirited discussion. 

On Tuesday, June 22, our successful 
Donor program featured speaker Ste-
ven Goldstein. Carol Curland chaired a 
Donor Committee with members Pepi 
Green, Vicki Seroussi, Pepi Green, Jane 
Katzoff, Sue Lorinsky, Judi Deglin, Moi-
ra Ross, and Sheila Horvitz. 

We set a goal of TOTALLY funding 
a patient room in the new renovation 
underway at the iconic Round Building 

of Hadassah Hospital at Ein Kerem in Jerusalem. It was a high goal and 
our chapter responded. We all should be proud of this major donation 
to patient care at Hadassah Hospital Ein Kerem.

So many of you participated in the Fourth Annual Henny Simon Re-
membrance program in April. Kudos to Sheila Horvitz and her commit-
tee for creating new approaches to honoring Henny’s life and contri-
butions to Holocaust education. 

How many of you have Holocaust victims or survivors in your fam-
ily ancestry? We need your input and help to continue our Remem-
brance programs. I am calling on you to contribute your ideas and 
time to this important tribute to Henny. For all the Jewish community 
- whether you have a Holocaust victim or survivor in your family his-
tory or NOT - it is vital to continue remembering and educating our 
own and other communities.

WE NEED YOU. Call or email Karen Bloustine:  860-326-6377, 
bloustinek@gmail.com or Sheila Horvitz:  860-884-8945, sshesq@
yahoo.com.

By Sheila Horvitz
While Hadassah does not take a position on 

candidates for office in Israel, it works with and 
supports the government to help maintain Hadas-
sah’s world-class medical, research, and teaching 
infrastructure in Israel. Just as in America Hadassah 
does not take a position on candidates for office, but 
advocates for issues of importance to women, and 
families - including the issues of social justice, civil 
rights, reproductive rights, equity in medical care, 
equality for the LGBTQ community, 
voting rights, and the fight against 
bigotry and antisemitism.

So, Hadassah is now welcoming 
the new government in Israel as Ben-
jamin Netanyahu’s 12-year tenure as 
Israeli prime minister has come to an 
end. On Sunday, June 13, the Knesset 
approved a new coalition government 
led by nationalist leader Naftali Ben-
nett.

The coalition spans from the far-
left to the far-right and includes for 
the first time a small party that rep-
resents Palestinian citizens of Israel, 
who account for 21 percent of the 
country’s population.

Naftali Bennett will serve as Is-
rael’s prime minister for two years 
until he is replaced by Yair Lapid. Bennett leads the 
ultranationalist Yamina Party. A former Netanyahu 
ally, Bennett has defended his decision to join the 
new coalition to save the country from a period of 
political turmoil that could otherwise see a fifth 
election in just over two years. He served in previ-
ous Netanyahu-led governments, most recently as 
defense minister.

Bennett made a fortune in Israeli high-tech be-
fore entering politics in 2013 and is known to be 
ultra-liberal on the economy.

He has expressed opposition to reviving Iran’s 
nuclear deal with world powers. And in his speech 
in the Knesset after winning the vote, he vowed to 
maintain Netanyahu’s confrontational policy to-
wards Iran.

He will be the country’s first leader to wear a 
kippah.

Yair Lapid, now the foreign minister, heads the 
centrist Yesh Atid (There is a Future) party and was 
the architect behind the new government. His party 

Hadassah welcomes new  
Israeli government

is the biggest in the coalition, but he agreed to share 
power with Bennett to secure a parliamentary ma-
jority.

Lapid quit his job as a TV anchor in 2012 and 
formed his own party, running on the promise to 
ease financial pressures on the middle class. He also 
seeks to end many of the state-funded privileges 
enjoyed by ultra-Orthodox Jews, a long-running 
source of anger for many secular Israelis. Lapid will 
serve as foreign minister for two years and then 

take over as prime minister.
Hadassah National President Rhoda Smolow 

released a statement following the Knesset vote of 
confidence seating the 36th Government of Israel to 
be led by Prime Minister Naftali Bennett. It includes 
the following:

“Hadassah extends its best wishes and congratu-
lations to Prime Minister Bennett, his cabinet minis-
ters, alternate Prime Minister Yair Lapid and the new 
Government of Israel. The new political leadership in 
Israel comes into power with opportunities at home, 
opportunities abroad and with unwavering friend-
ship from Hadassah, which has supported each and 
every democratically elected Government of Israel.

Israel’s leaders will undoubtedly continue to pro-
vide for the safety and security of her people, fight an-
tisemitism, develop relationships with new allies and 
deepen the enduring US-Israel relationship. Hadas-
sah members in the US stand ready to help draw our 
nations closer together and to protect and strength-
en Israel against threats from near and far.”

Israeli Prime Minister Neftali Bennett (l) and Yair Lapid who will 
take over as PM in two years.

By Sheila Horvitz
Hadassah and four other major American Jewish organizations 

have written to President Joe Biden expressing their shared “grave 
concern” over the dramatic rise in antisemitism in the United States 
and abroad, and on social media platforms. In November 2020, the FBI 
released new data on reported hate crimes motivated by antisemitism 
showing a 14 percent increase year-over-year. Since then, antisemitic 
violence has surged.

The signatories include Hadassah, The Women’s Zionist Organiza-
tion of America (HWZOA); the American Jewish Committee; the Anti-
Defamation League; Jewish Federations of North America; and the 
Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America.

They are urging President Biden to take the following six steps:
•Speak out loudly and clearly against antisemitism.
•Appoint an ambassador at large to monitor and combat  

Hadassah joins major Jewish organizations urging Biden to combat antisemitism
        antisemitism.

•Reestablish and fill the position of White House Jewish Liaison.
•Hold a White House convened conversation on antisemitism.
•Preserve protections for students against antisemitism.
•Invest in security enhancements for religious institutions.

About Hadassah
Hadassah, The Women’s Zionist Organization of America, Inc. (HW-

ZOA), is the largest Jewish women’s organization in the United States. 
With nearly 300,000 members, Associates, and supporters, Hadassah 
brings women together to effect change and advocate on such critical 
issues as ensuring the security of Israel, combating antisemitism, and 
promoting women’s health. Through the Hadassah Medical Organiza-
tion’s (HMO) two hospitals in Jerusalem, Hadassah delivers exemplary 
patient care to over a million people every year and supports world-re-

nowned medical research. HMO 
serves without regard to race, re-
ligion, or nationality and earned 
a Nobel Peace Prize Nomination 
in 2005 for building “bridges to 
peace.” Additionally, Hadassah 
supports several Youth Aliyah 
villages that set at-risk children 
in Israel on the path to a success-
ful future. For more information, 
visit www.hadassah.org and 
contact chapter President Karen 
Bloustine at bloustinek@gmail.
com for information on member-
ship and programs.

mailto:bloustinek@gmail.com
mailto:sshesq@yahoo.com
mailto:sshesq@yahoo.com
http://www.hadassah.org
mailto:bloustinek%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:bloustinek%40gmail.com?subject=
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By Marcia Reinhard, JFEC Ass’t Director
When COVID-19 first hit our community and the 

world, everyone just sheltered in place, figuring it 
wouldn’t last long and we’d soon be back to normal. 
Maybe it would take a few weeks. No one, in their most 
lucid moments, ever thought we’d be in quarantine, 

wearing masks, sheltering in place, and doing whatever 
we needed to to stay safe, for 15 months. Thankfully, 
even miraculously, early this year, the vaccine became 
a reality. However initially, only for some. Older people 
first, then those with auto-immune and other health is-
sues, until it finally became more and more available to 
other ages. We are now able to vaccinate 12–16-year-
olds. YAY!!

I remember how excited I was when the teens began 
to get vaccinated, making our in-person events a reality 
and much safer than they’d been up to that point. (Not 
that we had that many.) Now, even some of our Jr Youth 
Group members can be vaccinated. If they are 12 years 
old, they are golden, and as far as I know, they are all 
taking advantage of it. 

Considering this new development and the fact that 
everything is opening up due to a large percentage of 

Jr. Youth Group meets in person at Copper Creek
CT’s population being vaccinated, the decision could be 
made to hold an in-person event for the Jr Youth Group 
kids. The teens already had JCHS graduation and Yachad 
BBYO chapter elections in person.

Since the beginning of April 2020, holding Zoom 
Online Game calls with the juniors became routine. 

The teens had already started doing 
this, so it was just a matter of adapt-
ing what they were doing for the 
Junior Youth Group kids. The teens 
would be on for an hour and, like 
clockwork, when the hour was up, 
they were done. This was a different 
story with the Juniors as when it was 
time to end the call, they asked if we 
could all stay on longer and continue 
playing. They were so happy to be 
interacting together, how could one 
even consider saying no? We stayed 
on for another hour and when told it 
was time to go, they did so only with 
the promise to meet back the follow-
ing week. While the teens stopped at 
the end of June and took the summer 
“off,” the Juniors were not having it! 
We have been hav-
ing two hours of 
online games on 
Zoom just about 
every week since 
April 2020. It was 
thrilling to let ev-

eryone know it was now safe to have 
an in-person event. 

On Sunday, June 13 at 12:30pm, 
11 children ages 9-14, two parents, 
one twenty-six-year-old adult and 
myself met at Copper Creek Mini Golf 
at Nature’s Art Village in Oakdale for 
a fun and challenging game of mini-
golf. We broke up into three groups 
of five with chaperones in each 
group, and off we went trying to get 
a par score or better. It was not easy, 
but everyone had such a great time! 
It was wonderful to see them all to-
gether. There were even a couple 
of new kids who joined and quickly became part of the 
group. 

At the end of mini golf, we went across the road to 

Taking a break during a challenging round of golf at the Copper Creek 
Mini Golf course at Nature’s Art Village when the Jewish Federation 
sponsored Jr. Youth Group visited on Sunday, June 13 for their first in-
person event in over 15 months.

David’s Place for a bite to eat. Everyone enjoyed a deli-
cious meal of burgers, grinders, or other lunch-type va-
rieties, as well as milk shakes and ice cream after lunch. 

The group requested we do at least one 
more in-person event during the summer. 
Usually, we take a break but since we had 
a 15-month break from anything in-person, 
we will be gathering sometime in late July 
or early August. 

Many thanks go to Russell Sheikowitz, 
Jennifer Stoddard and Rebecca Reinhard 
for helping to chaperone this event. With-
out chaperones, it is difficult to put an event 
together. 

The Juniors are all looking forward to 
getting together again during the summer 
and returning to in-person events in the 
fall. Will our Zoom online games be gone 
forever? Somehow, I doubt it!

One of the Jr. Youth Group members lining up a shot 
during a fun filled 18 holes at Copper Creek Mini Golf at 
Nature’s Art Village on June 13, 2021.

Enjoying a late lunch at David’s Place across Rt. 85 from Nature’s Art Village.

11 Jr. Youth Group members attended the first in-person event since the 
beginning of the pandemic. From l-r front row: Alice Gilbert-King, Vee 
Sherman, Talia Schaperow, Lance Holwitt, l-r back row: Olivia Campbell, 
Charlotte Frank, Owen Kronick, Anna Sheikowitz, Sophie Selke, and Dan-
iel Sheikowitz. Not pictured is Sarah Kaplan who had to leave before this 
photo was snapped.
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Hand sanitizer -- there is still a need
On June 9, 2021, the Jewish Federation made the rounds of seven area nursing homes, rehab and assisted living fa-
cilities distributing hand sanitizer that we received from The Israeli Consulate in Boston.  This is the second shipment 
of hand sanitizers we have received from the consulate.  Among the facilities visited in the photos shown are Fairview, 
Academy Point, Masonicare.  Not pictured are a few facilities in Waterford. Pictured in this grouping of photos are 
JFEC Executive Director Carin Savel, JFEC Assistant Director Marcia Reinhard, and Campaign Chair Scott Wolfe.

Jewish Community High School graduates five students

A happy group pose for a celebratory photo as four years of JCHS come to an end on 
May 24, 2021.Graduation was enjoyed in person at Bates Woods on Chester Street 
in New London. A light dinner was catered by Pizzarama where students, parents 
and instructors came together to celebrate this memorable occasion. l-r: Rav Jer-
emy Schwartz, Marcia Reinhard, Regan Kaye, Jack Haynes, Hannah Linder, Amanda 
Rowe, Gabrielle Zettler, and Rabbi Marc Ekstrand.

Jewish Community High School graduates five students

A group of students, parents, and instructors gather at Bates Woods in New 
London on May 24, 2021 to celebrate the graduation of five seniors from Jewish 
Community High School. Graduates from l-r are Regan Kaye, Jack Haynes, Han-
nah Linder, Amanda Rowe, and Gabrielle Zettler.
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 Diamonds  ❖  Watches  ❖  Crystal
 Fine Contemporary & Antique Jewelry

 Custom Jewelry Design  ❖  Expert Jewelry & Watch Repair
 Estate Jewelry Bought & Sold

 262 Boston Post Road • Utopia Centre 
 Waterford, CT • (860) 442-4391

 Monday - Thursday 10:00-6:00  ❖  Friday 10:00-7:00  ❖  Saturday 10:00-4:00

 Since 1919 Southeastern Connecticut’s Oldest and Most Respected Jewelers

By Maddy Albert, Kveller
If you associate the Catskills with legendary Jewish-owned sum-

mer resorts, please take a moment to thank Jennie Grossinger. Gross-
inger — who was born on June 16, 1892 —  was a key founder of one 
of the most famous Catskills resorts of all time: Grossinger’s Catskills 

Resort and Hotel in Liberty, NY. The resort was a hub for Jewish fami-
lies in the 1920s through the 1980s, and was the inspiration for the 
iconic 1987 film, “Dirty Dancing.”

Hosting up to 150,000 guests in its heyday, Grossinger’s was home 
to three swimming pools, a ski slope, 600 rooms, a post office and even 
an airport! Thanks, in no small part to Jennie’s warmth and legendary 
hosting skills, this luxurious vacation spot brought in famous guests 
in its prime, including such prominent figures as Eleanor Roosevelt, 
Jackie Robinson and Robert Kennedy.

Grossinger’s was created when Jennie’s father, a Jewish immigrant 
from Austria, bought a piece of land in the Catskills, intending to leave 
New York City and return to the farm work he left behind in Europe. 
When the family realized that the property’s rocky soil would not sup-
port crops, it was Jennie who suggested that the family begin to take 
in boarders. This decision then led to the purchase of a hotel in 1919 
that, in due course, became the upscale resort.

Jennie was born in the Galician village of Baligrod; the eldest of 
three children, the family immigrated to the U.S. in 1900. Like many 
Jewish newcomers, they lived on New York’s Lower East Side; Jennie 
attended Hebrew school and public school before dropping out to 
work at a garment factory at age 13. In 1912, she married her cousin 
with the same last name, Harry Grossinger. The couple had two chil-
dren, and ultimately six grandchildren and a great-grandchild at the 
time of her death in 1972.

In her obituary, the New York Times remembers Jennie as a “gentle 
Jewish mother” and a person who was so warm that a resort employee 

The Catskills became legendary 
thanks to this Jewish mom

recalled being “treated like fam-
ily.” She was also known for kiss-
ing spontaneously — awww —  
which we’re guessing may have 
inspired this adorable photo at 
the top of this article of Jennie be-
ing kissed by Jewish actress Deb-
bie Reynolds and Jewish singer 
Eddie Fisher. (Why, yes, indeed, 
they are Carrie Fisher’s parents.)

In 1964, following Harry’s 
death, Jennie turned over the day-
to-day operations of the resort 
over to their children. And yet, 
according to the Jewish Women’s 
Archive, Jennie “remained the 
soul of the resort.” By that time, 
the clientele had extended far be-
yond the Jewish community (Jen-
nie wrote that, by the late ’60s, 
about 25 percent of the guests 
were non-Jewish), but the resort 
still retained its Jewish character. 
The cuisine served was kosher, 
and the Times reports there was 
no smoking allowed in public 
rooms during Shabbat.

Beyond making Grossinger’s a 
place to see and be seen — and 
helping launch a variety of suc-
cessful ventures, including Eddie 
Fisher’s career and Grossinger’s 
rye bread — Jennie was also 
deeply philanthropic. She was 
honored by both the Jewish War 
Veterans and Women’s Division 
of the American Jewish Congress 
for her humanitarian efforts and 
her devotion to the Jewish com-
munity.

What’s more, for her generos-
ity, in 1968, New York Governor 
Nelson Rockefeller designated 
Grossinger’s birthday, June 16th 
— today! — as Jennie Grossinger 
Day in New York State.

Grossinger’s closed in 1986 
and, for several decades, it lay in 
ruins. Despite this sad develop-
ment, its storied legacy endures. 
As of 2019, the site has been 
cleared, and there are rumors 
that it will be redeveloped into 
a new resort. (When this hap-
pens, we hope we’re invited to 
the grand opening!) These days, 
many Jewish families from New 
York and elsewhere still visit 
the Catskills to enjoy the moun-
tain air during the summer, and 
it’s home to a growing Orthodox 
community as well as numerous 
Jewish summer camps for kids.

So happy Jennie Grossinger 
Day, Kvellers. We hope you all cel-
ebrate by kissing your loved ones 
and having some fun in the sun!

Image via Bettmann/Contributor/Getty Images

By Maddy Albert, Kveller
“Mame, a ber!”
That’s how you say, “Mom, a bear!” in Yiddish — a phrase that I 

imagine must be very useful in very particular situations.
Now, if you didn’t know this essential phrase until just now, that’s 

OK! I actually just learned it myself — courtesy of the popular lan-
guage-learning app Duolingo, which is launching a new Yiddish course 
on Tuesday, April 6.

You may be already familiar with Duolingo, the popular app that 
helps you create daily goals for learning a new language. More specifi-
cally, you may be familiar with Duo, its green owl mascot, who is noto-
rious for guilt-tripping users for missing their daily language-learning 
goals. With the inclusion of Yiddish, Duolingo now offers lessons in 40 
distinct languages, and, according to the company, the app has some 
300 million active users.

I count myself among them — well, at least I was one, three years 
ago, when I attempted to cram some Italian before a month-long trip 
to Verona. But I got a sneak peek at the new Yiddish course and I was 
excited to give it a whirl. Aside from working for a publication with a 
Yiddish name, I was already a bit familiar with some Yiddish words, 
courtesy of my grandparents, like schlep, nosh, schmutz, and of course 
kvell.

Still, I am very much a beginner, so I took a quick test drive of the 
first unit, which included pronouncing letters of the Yiddish alphabet. 
(Here, I quickly learned that knowing some Hebrew really helped — 
although, much of the lesson I took honed in on differentiating Yiddish 
vowels from Hebrew ones; for example, the Hebrew letters and vowels 
for “ah” actually make an “oh” sound in Yiddish). As I progressed, I 
learned more helpful words like nein (no), rahz (rice), and ayn (one).

According to my app-created lesson plan, unit two will include 
greetings, vocabulary about home and, of course, food. I’m really look-
ing forward to that one.

Creating the Yiddish course — which, according to the Forward, 
constitutes some 1,300 lessons — was no easy feat. The process relied 
heavily on volunteers, who put in thousands of hours to design the 
lesson plans.

A key player was Meena Viswanath, who comes from a family of 
high-profile Yiddish scholars. (Her mother and grandfather are well-
known Yiddishists and her brother, Arun, published the first trans-
lation of a Harry Potter book in Yiddish.) The project’s “grammar 
maven,” according to the Forward, she was tasked with blending aca-
demic Yiddish — her wheelhouse — with the everyday dialect spoken 
by some 500,000 mostly Hasidic Jews around the world.

“We used mostly the spelling and grammar that’s a little bit more 
formalized among the secular Yiddishists,” Viswanath told our partner 
site, JTA. “But then when we recorded the audio, we used the pronun-
ciation that is used in the vernacular among students, specifically in 
Borough Park in Brooklyn and so forth.”

Yiddish classes are now 
available on Duolingo!

YIDDISH CONT. ON PG 15
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Taught by Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz  
and Rabbi Polly Berg

This spring, Temple Bnai Israel and Temple 
Emanu-El offered a six-week adult class title “How 
Do You Remember Sinai? Were You Riding a Mo-
torcycle?” taught by the two of us. (We also taught 
a version of the class for Jewish Community High 
School.) We read poems and essays by progressive 
Israeli authors who “yank biblical figures into the 
present day,” a neat trick that lets the biblical stories 
become tools for commenting on our own times. 

Participants included Grace Adams, David 
Brodie, Elisabeth Buzay, Sharen Peters, Merle 
Potchinsky, Pat Sher, Michele Snitkin, Judy Stein, 
Hillary Stern, and Josie Torres. Several partici-
pants wrote poems in response to our readings that 
were shared with the class and several of those gave 
permission for a poem to be shared with readers 
of the Leader.  Those are printed here. Some quote 
directly from the Israeli work, some play the same 
game of bringing the biblical characters into the 
present day, and some respond more loosely to the 
original piece.  

Our readings and responses made for fun and 
fascinating discussions. Both of us are grateful for 
the opportunity to have studied these texts with this 
group!

IN RESPONSE TO "JACOB AND RACHEL" 
BY LEAH GOLDBERG

Sisters of Tzlofchad
By Merle Potchinsky 

Written in the voice of Machlah, for whom I 
am named and one of the daughters of Tzlofchad, 
famed for their bold act of asking Moses and his 
councilors and ultimately G-d, for the right to land 
inheritance in Eretz Yisrael since their father had 
no sons.

Sisters,
 My blood and my pulse
 Oh, but if we were men

Sisters,
 Instead we, our branches,
 Are unrooted

Sisters,
 From where does our strength,  

   our help, come?
 I lift my eyes and I see
 Your hazel, sienna, blue t’chelet

Sisters,
 Noa, Choglah, Milkah and Tirtzah.
 Where do we go from here?

Dear Sisters,
 Our Truth is our strength.
 We are sisters
 We are ONE.

IN RESPONSE TO "DEEDS OF THE ANCESTORS" 
BY T. CARMI

Abraham Climbed the Mountain 
by Sharen S Peters

Abraham climbed the mountain
As instructed by G-d

How do you remember Sinai? Writings from a spring class
the journey was long
The journey was hard

Sarah stayed at home 
But she already knew
It was Isaac, her only son
that Abraham slew.

IN REPONSE TO "THE FRUIT OF THE LAND" 
BY DAHLIA RAVIKOVITCH

The Fruits of this Land 
by Elisabeth Buzay

[With thanks to and quotes from the Song of 
Songs and Amanda Gorman’s “The Hill We Climb”]

The fruits of this land
Are both my children 
And yours.
Both our families
And theirs.
Both our communities
And others’.
But the fruits of this land
Are also both freedom ringing
And gerrymandering.
Both she could say
“Dark am I, yet lovely”
Fluttering poet hands and strong voice  

    and vibrant words
Inspiring us
“If only we dare”
To be brave enough to see the light
“If only we’re brave enough to be it” 
And him saying
“I can’t breathe”.
Both a raised torch, welcoming
And immigrant children locked up alone.

The fruits of this land
Are both Democratic 
And Republican.
Both warily optimistic
And hopeful.
Both young
And old.
But the fruits of this land 
Are also both vaxxers
And anti-vaxxers.
Both maskers
And anti-maskers.
Both science trusters
And conspiracy theorists. 

And these fruits
They are us
And our children,
Our neighbors
And those we don’t know,
The love
And the hate,
And all the emotions in between.

But if we could say,
“If only you were to me
Like a brother,”

If only we could remember that 
“Love is as strong as death,”
Then maybe
The fruits of the land
Could bloom like lilies, 
Could blossom like pomegranates,
Could ripen like apples,
And we, strengthened with raisins,
Refreshed with apples,
No longer faint with love,
Would know instead that 
Love will make us strong
And bring us together
So that the
Boths
Are not 
Oppositions
But complements,
So that we can
Crunch joyfully of those fruits,
Sweet juice running down our chins,
Sticky fingers joining hands together,
Enjoying these fruits, sweet and nourishing 
As milk and honey.

IN RESPONSE TO "DRISHAT SHALOM: 
A PEACE-COMMENTARY ON 

PARASHAT VAY'HI" BY ARI ELON

Ephraim and Manasseh
by Judy Stein

The Jewish and Zionist frameworks 
in which we grew up, 
repressed for us the days of prosperity.
When Ephraim’s Bar Mitzvah was loud
and the DJ had glow sticks and games for  

    everyone.
Too bright 
For many.

The Jewish and Zionist frameworks 
in which we grew up repressed,
kept Manasseh’s Bar Mitzvah small 
and sacred 
and long.
All daven.
No dance.

Menasheh's Bar Mitzvah
by Jeremy Schwartz

I wouldn’t have spent so much,
but what would Pharaoh say?
I saw my father eyeing
the crocodiles warily.
And the boys were unaware.

The disco balls added a modern touch
and the future is on the way.
Ironic, though, Menasheh’s favorite music being
an outgrowth of the sounds of slavery.
And I was unaware.
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By Brian Blum, Israel21c
Star Trek had its replicator. Now Israel has Robot Chef, a standalone 

unit that creates food items on the spot, to the diner’s specifications.
It won’t be as quick as when Jean-Luc Picard famously commands 

his food unit to brew up “Tea, Earl Grey,” but six minutes isn’t that long 
to wait for a custom-designed burger made right at your table.

Oh, and did we mention that the burgers are vegan, gluten free and 
with no antibiotics, preservatives, or GMO ingredients?

Star Trek had its replicator. Now Israel has Robot Chef, a standalone 
unit that creates food items on the spot, to the diner’s specifications.

It won’t be as quick as when Jean-Luc Picard famously commands 
his food unit to brew up “Tea, Earl Grey,” but six minutes isn’t that long 

to wait for a custom-designed burger made right at your table.
Oh, and did we mention that the burgers are vegan, gluten free and 

with no antibiotics, preservatives or GMO ingredients?
SavorEat is the company with this galactic vision for food prepara-

tion.
The Rehovot-based startup has a partnership with the Burgus 

Burger Bar chain in Israel to bring custom “meat” patties to fast food 
diners around the country. (BBB also owns the Mozes and Burgerim 
restaurants, although the latter aren’t receiving SavorEat printers in 
this initial round.)

The company has its origins in the lab of Hebrew University profes-
sors Oded Shoseyov and Ido Braslavsky, who developed the technol-
ogy that SavorEat subsequently licensed.

Shoseyov and Braslavsky are both active members of the SavorEat 
team with Shoseyov as the company’s chief science officer.

Digital food manufacturing
SavorEat’s burgers are based on cellulose, a zero-calorie, naturally 

occurring organic derivative of plant fiber. Cellulose replaces starch as 
a binder when constructing a variety of 3D-printed food.

The cellulose is loaded into cartridges inside the unit. Software 
then determines the right mix – how much material each cartridge 
should eject – and in what order.

“I don’t like to call it 3D printing,” SavorEat CEO Racheli Vizman 
tells ISRAEL21. “It’s more a digital manufacturing process and the 
‘recipe’ is a kind of computer code. The plate moves up and down, left 
and right – that’s why it’s called 3D.”

Once the burger is “printed,” the machine slides it over to an inte-
grated grilling unit that cooks it. Diners can decide if they want their 
burger rare, medium or well done. (The unit unfortunately doesn’t dis-
pense ketchup or mayonnaise…at least not yet.)

It can be adjusted for the desired amount of protein, Vizman notes, 
“and all with no human touch,” which should also help avoid accidental 
food contamination, a Covid-19 era benefit.

SavorEat currently prints a single burger at once, but “we wish to 
print up to eight at a time within about six minutes,” Vizman says.

Vegan burgers printed by robot; vegan eggs up next
The result should be less expensive for restaurants than other meat 

alternatives that need to be cooked on a real grill. “You don’t need to 
hire an expensive chef or sous-chef. You just need the cartridges and 
the application.”

Chicken-less eggs
SavorEat’s latest concept, a vegan egg substitute, is based on the 

same cellulose technology but doesn’t require the printer.
To make that difference clear, the company is spinning it out as a 

separately branded subsidiary: Egg ‘n’ Up.
Egg ‘n’ Up will be sold as a liquid (“like a bottle of milk, only a bottle 

of egg,” Vizman quips) – but these plant-made eggs func-
tion just like the real thing. Several forms of the product 
are planned.

“We’ll have one egg replacement product for omelets 
and another for bakeries,” Vizman says.

The new venture is backed by $2.5 million in funding by 
Millennium Food-Tech, which was one of the original inves-
tors in SavorEat. SavorEat raised nearly $5 million before 
going public on the Tel Aviv Stock Exchange in 2020, where 
it raised another $13 million.

The goal for both SavorEat burgers and Egg ‘n’ Up eggs, 
Vizman says, “is to provide quality, healthy and tasty plant-
based products to our consumers. We believe that leaving a 
footprint in an additional sector, apart from our meat alter-
natives, will open up new business opportunities.”

Those opportunities could be huge: Vizman estimates 
the global egg market at $200 billion a year industry; it’s 
expected to jump to $244 billion in the next two years. 
Mexico is the most egg-citing country, followed by Japan, 
China and the United States.

Egg ‘n’ Up competes with Israeli startups such as Zero 
Egg (which has raised $6.6 million and is being introduced 

into dishes in Israel’s Benedict, Greg and Landver chains) and monster 
US-based alternative egg maker Just Egg (which has raised $650 mil-
lion).

Egg substitutes are still a small part of the global market – just $1.4 
billion in 2018, rising to $2.1 billion by 2026. But in the US in 2019, 
sales of egg substitutes jumped by 192% compared with the previous 
year.

Does it taste good?
So now for the $64 million question: How does it taste?
The plant-based eggs are still a work in progress, Vizman told IS-

RAEL21c, but the burgers are just about ready.
ISRAEL21c sampled them at SavorEat’s Rehovot headquarters. 

There are three options: the Sporty, the Chef’s Choice and the Juicy.
We tried the latter, which is plenty juicy and even a little messy 

(though not as much as a Beyond Meat patty). The thick burgers are 
missing the classic flame-broiled flavor of a Burger King Whopper, but 
SavorEat more than makes up for this with a product that’s fresh, not 
frozen.

Like its more established competitors, SavorEat assures these 
burgers have no gluten, cholesterol, added hormones, allergens or 
antibiotics. And the Robot Chef is ideal for restaurant or hotel chains 
because you get a consistent product each time.

The alt-protein trend
From 2017 to 2019, meat consumption rose by 5% whereas meat 

alternative products rose by 30%, Vizman says. “We can see this is a 
trend that is here to stay.”

Egg ‘n’ Up’s eggs are still a year or two away from being commer-
cially ready (R&D should be done by the end of 2022). In the mean-
time, Robot Chef is starting its restaurant trials for burgers.

As with SavorEat, Egg ‘n’ Up aims to first crack the US and Europe-
an markets with a B2B (business-to-business) model, selling directly 
to the food-service industry. A consumer egg alternative will arrive 
sometime after that, Vizman hopes.

Robot Chef has a similar tra-
jectory for home use, eventually 
to take pride of place in consum-
er kitchens next to the SodaS-
tream machine.

SavorEat was founded in 2018 
and has 12 people on staff; Viz-
man is now interviewing for a 
CEO and a VP of R&D for Egg ‘n’ 
Up.

Israel has become a hotbed 
for food-tech companies. Aleph 
Farms, Redefine Meat, Rilbite, Su-
perMeat, Future Meat and More 
Foods are all working on burgers 
– some plant-based and others 
real meat grown in a lab without 
harming animals.

There are an estimated 50 
alternative meat startups in the 
country. Two food-tech incuba-
tors – The Kitchen and Fresh 
Start – help keep innovation fu-
eled.

Israel’s strength in food tech 
stems in part from the fact that 
“we are a small ecosystem,” Viz-
man notes. “Everyone knows 
everyone. I see a lot of people 
moving from healthcare into 
food-tech. Cultured meat which 
involves growing tissue from 
cells, comes from work done in 
the biopharmaceutical industry.”

Burgers and data
Vizman believes that Robot 

Chef, SavorEat’s plant-based 
burgers, and eventually Egg ‘n’ 
Up will “be the next revolution af-
ter the microwave. You will have 
a robot at home, there will be 
cartridges for different products. 
The machine does everything au-
tomatically.”

There’s a hidden advantage 
for food makers as well: The 
more Robot Chefs out there, the 
more data manufacturers can 
collect on customers’ preferences 
– for example, are people buying 
more turkey or beef at a particu-
lar time of year?

“Big data is the future,” points 
out Vizman, who has a degree in 
chemistry and an MBA, and pre-
viously managed companies in 
the medical devices and health-
care spaces. Among others, she 
was COO of Beyond Air, which de-
veloped a solution to treat respi-
ratory diseases with nitric oxide.

In her new gig, “I want to be 
the bridge connecting science 
and business,” she says. “I only 
want to be involved in startups 
that make the world a better 
place.”

Yup, it’s vegan. Photo courtesy of SavorEat



 THE JEWISH LEADER, JUNE 25, 2021 13

Thames River Heritage Park
one river.  a thousand stories.

Thamesriverheritagepark.org

One River. Four Tours.
Aboard our Navy Utility Boats

Submarines, Battlefields, 
& Betrayers
MILITARY LIFE ON THE THAMES
Stories of legendary heroes, infamous traitors, 
and extraordinary feats of tactical brilliance. 
From the vantage point of the river you‘ll 
understand the strategic value of this storied 
waterway and region and hear a few of the 
1,000 stories in the Park. 
 

Blowholes, Blubber, & Breaches
WHALING TALES ON THE THAMES
More than 1,100 whaling voyages embarked 
from the city. The industry created great 
wealth and opportunity, as well as great misery 
for many. This tour will tell some of New 
London’s whaling stories: from the captains 
who commanded the ships and the racially 
diverse crews who risked their lives on the 
voyages to the women who waited in port and 
the few who joined their husbands at sea.

Suffragettes, Puppeteers, 
& Patriots
WOMEN OF THE THAMES
Throughout history, local women have made 
significant contributions to the economic, 
cultural, educational and social fabric of the 
Thames River communities. From patriots to 
educators to philanthropists to authors. Hear 
their stories and more on this tour focused on 
the women of the Thames.

Water, Wampum, 
& Medicine Wheels 
MOHEGAN LIFE ON THE THAMES
The first inhabitants along the western side 
of Thames River, the Mohegan tribe settled 
here at the end of the 16th century. Led by 
Tribal members sharing stories demonstrating 
how crucial the Thames River was for food, 
wildlife, transportation, and trade.

Tours leave from City Pier in New London and run approximately 75 minutes.
Food and beverages, including alcohol, welcome.

For schedules, tickets, and tour details go to 
ThamesRiverHeritagePark.org/boat-tours. 

Purchase tickets in advance to guarantee a seat. 

Make the park experience complete with a visit to some of the 
historic sites on both shores. Board our water taxi at one of 
our three landing sites in New London and Groton for a hop-
on hop-off harbor cruise. Go to water taxi on our website.

5. There are nine female cabinet 
ministers (out of a total of 27), 
the highest number in Israel’s 
history: Yifat Shasha-Biton (Edu-
cation), Ayelet Shaked (Interior), 
Merav Michaeli (Transportation), 
Tamar Zandberg (Environmen-
tal Protection), Orna Barbivay 
(Economy), Karine Elharrar (En-
ergy), Pnina Tamano-Shata (Ali-
yah and Integration) and Orit 
Farkash Hacohen (Science and 
Technology).
6. There are two Arab cabinet 
ministers: Esawi Frej (Regional 
Cooperation) and Hamed Amar 
(Finance).
7. Two new Knesset members 
hail from English-speaking coun-
tries: Cape Town-raised Ruth 
Wasserman Lande and North 

Carolina native Prof. Alon Tal. Counting Tal, the Knesset has 
had only eight American-born members in its 73-year his-
tory. (Bennett, like Netanyahu 
a fluent English speaker, was 
born in Haifa to American im-
migrants.)

8. Three former broadcast jour-
nalists are in the top echelon: 
Yair Lapid, Nitzan Horowitz 
and Merav Michaeli. Lapid’s 
late father, Tommy, was also 
TV journalist-turned-politi-
cian. (A video made in 1994, 
recently recirculated on Twit-
ter, shows Michaeli and Lapid 
emerging disheveled from 
behind a sofa. Now 54 and 57, 
respectively, they have shed 
their playgirl/playboy perso-
nas of the past.)

9. Incoming Minister of Public 
Security Omer Bar-Lev is heading the same ministry — then 
called the Police Ministry –that was led by his late father, 
Haim Bar-Lev, from 1984 to 1990.

ABOUT CONT. FROM PG 1

Nitzan Horowitz, left, and Tam-
ar Zandberg (shown with her 
daughter), new cabinet ministers 
from the Meretz Party. Photo by 
Miriam Alster/FLASH90

Shirley Pinto, Israel’s first deaf 
member of Knesset. Photo by 
Flash90

people are bringing to Jewish community now.”
The 44-year-old is currently a faculty member at High Point Univer-

sity, a liberal arts college in North Carolina, where she helped found the 
school’s minor in Jewish studies. Mbuvi holds a Ph.D in religion from 
Duke University and in 2016 published a book titled “Belonging in Gen-
esis: Biblical Israel and the Politics of Identity Formation.” Her online 
biography says she “grew up Jewish in the Black church.”

The Reconstructionist movement, which seeks to evolve its Jewish 
teachings to fit contemporary times, is the smallest and most progres-
sive of the four major streams of American Judaism — including Reform, 
Conservative and Orthodox. Mbuvi is the second Jew of color that the 
movement has hired in recent months for prominent positions. In Janu-
ary, it brought on Rabbi Sandra Lawson, who had been the Hillel rabbi at 
Elon University, also in North Carolina, to become its first-ever director 
of racial diversity, equity and inclusion.

Lawson told the Forward this week that Mbuvi had stood out among 
a large pool of applicants for the leadership position. “The fact that the 
best candidate also happens to be a Jew of color shows that this is the 
direction the Jewish community is going,” Lawson said. “There are going 
to be incredibly talented people in the Jewish community who are not 
white.”

SCHOLAR CONT. FROM PG 6
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Byles-MacDougall
Funeral Service, Inc

(860) 442-0343
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Byles Memorial Home
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New London, Conn. 06320

Byles-Groton Memorial Home
310 Thames Street

Groton, Conn. 06340
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Reid B. Burdick

John D. MacDougall

Susan Gay Greenhalgh
Old Mystic - 

Susan Gay Green-
halgh, 73, of Old 
Mystic passed away 
peacefully at Mystic 
Healthcare in Mys-
tic, Saturday, May 22, 
2021, after a year-
long battle with pan-
creatic cancer.

Suzy was born 
Dec. 16, 1947, in 
Rockland, Maine, to 
Alvery and Dorathea 

Gay. Suzy grew up and attended 
school in Thomaston, Maine 
and later in Gulfport, Florida, 
where she graduated from Boca 
Ciaga High School in 1966.

She moved to Stonington in 1970 where she began a forty-five-year 
career as an accounting specialist at Mystic Seaport Museum. She also 
worked for a number of years as the assistant Registrar of Voters for 
the Town of Stonington.

She is survived by her husband of twenty-six years, Barry Green-
halgh; her brother William Gay of Owls Head, Maine; her sister Betsy 
Fyler of Thomaston, Maine; her brother-in-law Bruce Greenhalgh of 
Caldwell, Idaho; and her stepchildren, Gretchen Greenhalgh of Spring-
field, Pa., Patrick Greenhalgh of Windham, and Emily Petrick of Plain-
field.

She was predeceased by her parents and her “oldest big brother” 
Peter Gay of Milton, Vt.

Donations may be made to the Smilow Cancer Center, Waterford, 
CT. To share a note of remembrance or condolence, please visit www.
dinotofuneral.com.

136 Sachem Street
Norwich CT 06360

860-889-2374
Fax 860-886-2396

Memorial

Norwich Hebrew  
Benevolent Association 

P.O. Box 663 Jewett City, CT 06351 

Hebrew Cemeteries #1, #2, and #3 

Interfaith Cemetery #4 

Cremains Cemetery 

Synagogue Affiliation Not Required 
 

860-608-9138 

Israeli Foreign Affairs Minister Yair Lapid with Prime Minister Naftali 
Bennet (center) at the Knesset in Jerusalem on June 21, 2021. Photo 
by Olivier Fitoussi/Flash90.

NEW CONT. FROM PG 1

want to contain the damage 
of the revival of the nuclear deal, 
Reuters reported earlier this 
month.

Earlier this month, The Wash-
ington Post reported that the 
Biden administration is consider-
ing appointing former Ambassa-
dor to Israel Daniel Shapiro as a 
Middle East envoy to expand ties 
with Arab states and Israel.

Shapiro is currently a distin-
guished visiting fellow at INSS.

“Appointing a special envoy 
to promote the Abraham Ac-
cords would be positive, and if it 
is Shapiro, that would be a good 
choice,” said Yoel Guzansky, a 
senior research fellow at Israel’s 
Institute for National Security 
Studies (INSS). “The combination 
of the Biden administration’s em-
phasis on pushing the Palestin-
ian file and the recent Gaza war 
means there may not be any mo-
mentum for new countries to join 
the Abraham Accords soon.”

These factors could keep Sau-
di Arabia on the sidelines, seeing 
no benefit from joining the ac-
cords.

During his recent visit to the 
region in late May, Blinken told 
Palestinian Authority leader 
Mahmoud Abbas that America 
would reopen its Jerusalem con-
sulate to the Palestinians and 
provide $360 million in support.

In addition to causing more 
malign behavior from the Pales-
tinians, this approach could also 
cool off other Arab states from 
joining the peace deal.

“The Saudis and other Arab 
states may be thinking: Why join 
the Abraham Accords now and 
risk embarrassment if there is 
another Gaza war soon?” added 
Guzansky, a non-resident scholar 
at the Middle East Institute and 
who previously served on Israel’s 
National Security Council.

He sees a significant risk that 
another Gaza war could break 
out in the not-so-distant future.

Regarding the Abraham Ac-
cords, “nobody knows what these 
deals entail in their entirety,” he 
said, though added that these 
agreements “passed their first 
test with the Gaza war as none of 
these countries canceled the deal 
or withdrew their ambassadors, 
but only voiced rhetorical con-
cern.”

A focus on domestic and social 
issues

At the moment, the new Is-
raeli government led by Bennett 

does not have a coherent ideology or strategy. It comprises far-left 
elements—Meretz and Labor—and even an Arab Islamist party, the 
United Arab List (known by its Hebrew acronym, Ra’am).

“The new government’s agenda does not plan to focus on the Pal-
estinian file, but domestic economic and social issues,” Ido Zelkovitz, 
head of the Middle East Studies program at the Max Stern Yezreel Val-
ley College, told JNS.

He predicted that the security agencies and the military would pri-
marily handle security and Palestinian issues.

Indeed, this week IDF Chief of Staff Lt. Gen. Aviv Kochavi led a del-
egation of senior military officials to the United States to meet with 
American military counterparts, becoming the first senior Israeli of-
ficial to visit since the new government took power.

“The fragile government does not have a mandate from the public 
to deal with the Palestinians and the peace process,” said Zelkovitz, 
also the research fellow at the Chaikin Chair for Geostrategy at the Uni-
versity of Haifa.

Bennett negotiated to become prime minister with only six Yamina 
Party members (one refused to support it) in a narrow coalition of 
a bare majority of 61 seats. Coalition partner and Alternative Prime 
Minister Yair Lapid’s Yesh Atid received 17 seats in the election.

Zelkovitz sees the most probable scenario to be a continuation of 
the status quo and some understanding reached with Hamas-ruled 
Gaza through Egyptian mediation to solidify the ceasefire.

“With time, as the new government gains confidence, combined 
with international pressure, it could be that it would take a more ac-
tive role in the Palestinian issue after it deals with passing a budget,” 
he assessed.

However, he warns that dealing with the Palestinian issue could 
also “lead to the government’s breakup in a year-and-a-half to two 
years.”

For this reason, it is most reasonable to expect the new government 
to focus on expanding the Abraham Accords to more Arab and Muslim-
majority countries, and for now, keep the divisive Palestinian issue on 
the backburner.

file:///C:/Users/Mary/Dropbox/25%20June%202021%20Leader/Obits-Life%20Cycle/www.dinotofuneral.com
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For someone growing up on the American system of democracy, 
Wednesday June 2 left me doubly dumbfounded. On that day Yair La-
pid, the leader of the Yesh Atid (“There Is a Future”) party, told Presi-
dent Reuven Rivlin that he would be able to form a government. The 
new government, which was sworn in on June 13, has Naftali Bennett 
in the first rotation as Prime Minister. Bennett’s Yamina party won just 
7 of the 120 seats in the Knesset, while the Likud, Benjamin Netan-
yahu’s party, won 30! To put this in numerical terms: the party of the 
new Prime Minister received 273,836 votes, while the unseated in-
cumbent’s party received 1,066,892 votes. To make matters even more 
troubling democratically, a significant number of those who voted for 
Yamina (which after all means “rightward”) would apparently have 
voted differently had they known that Bennett would agree to sit in a 
government that includes the two most leftist Jewish parties (Meretz 
and Labor) as well as an Arab, Islamist party (Ra’am). 

In thinking things through, however, Bennett’s rise to the premier-
ship is a logical (though unusual) result of Israel’s parliamentary 
democracy. After the March 23 election, neither the pro-Netanyahu 
right-wing bloc of parties nor the anti-Netanyahu group could form 
a parliamentary majority without Yamina. Because Yamina’s voters 
themselves seem to have been divided as to Netanyahu’s re-election, 
the party held no official position on this matter—unlike the other 
parties in the “government of change” (as it calls itself), who came out 
expressly against Netanyahu. This allowed Bennett the freedom to ne-
gotiate with both sides, and it skyrocketed the value of Yamina’s seven 
Knesset seats. 

It is important to note here that while some democratic gymnastics 
are required to understand the election of the particular person to ini-
tially head the “change” government, the election of this government 
itself makes perfect democratic sense: a majority of the country did 
not want Netanyahu to continue on as Prime Minister. 

By sheer coincidence, June 2 
was also the scheduled date for 
the election of Israel’s 11th Presi-
dent. And here, there were more 
serious democratic problems. 
The President is elected in a se-
cret ballot by the 120 Members 
of Knesset. In America, before a 
Congressional vote, any citizen 
may register their opinion as 
to how their Congress person 
should vote. Before the vote, the 
member of Congress asks for a 
final tally of their constituents’ 
opinions and then votes accord-
ing to the majority (at least that’s 
how the system is supposed to 
work). In Israel, you vote for a 
party list, and so MKs are not be-
holden to ordinary citizens but 
to their party’s leadership. In the 
case of a secret ballot, the MKs 
are completely relieved of any ac-
countability for their vote. 

There were two candidates 
running for the seven-year term 
of President: Miriam Peretz (67) 
and Isaac Herzog (60). Peretz is 
from Givat Ze’ev, where we lived 
for 22 years. She was principal of 
a local elementary school there, 

until personal tragedy turned her into a na-
tional figure of resilience (in 2018 she was 
awarded the Israel Prize for lifetime achieve-
ment). I came to know, admire, and respect 
Miriam when we would speak on occasion at 
our early morning swims at the Givat Ze’ev 
pool. 

The other candidate, Isaac Herzog, was 
heavily favored in the race. His father Chaim 
(1918-1997) was Israel’s sixth President. 
Even had I no personal acquaintance with Miriam, even if I was not of 
the opinion that the time had come for Israel to have its first woman 
President, my American privileging of “self-made” people would have 
raised my hackles against Herzog. Popular opinion supported Miriam. 
In one poll she received 43% of the vote to Herzog’s 27%, and in an-
other she received 49.5% of the vote to Herzog’s 38%. None of this 
mattered to the MKs, as there was no real way for the public to influ-
ence the vote. Herzog won in a landslide: 87-26. 

A few days later, I Whatsapped Miriam and asked her to comment 
on the difference between popular opinion and the Knesset vote. In 
a voice message to me, she said: “I’m sorry but I really don’t want to 
write anything about this issue or take a stand on this matter. I have a 
very clear opinion. I can just send you what I wrote to everyone.”

Below is what Miriam wrote to all those who contacted her after 
the vote. I will end with her statement because of what it implies about 
the Middle East’s only democracy—where we are free to work to make 
Israel better. 

“Thank you. Everything that happens, happens for the good. I have 
no doubt that the outcome is what is best for me. I will continue in my 
way to work with love for my home, the State of Israel.” 
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Duolingo’s Yiddish course is well-timed: Apparently, there’s been 
an “explosion” of interest in the Jewish language during the pandemic. 
Last summer, the Workers Circle’s Yiddish classes saw enrollment 
jump 65% jump from the previous year, while YIVO’s Uriel Weinreich 
Summer Program saw attendance increase by 60%. As my colleague, 
Andrew Silow-Carroll, wrote recently in the New York Jewish Week, 
“The coronavirus, terrible in just about every way, has been very good 
for Yiddish.”

Now, I may not have spent the pandemic mastering a language or 
perfecting sourdough. But as the pandemic slowly abates, I am looking 
forward to learning a bit more of the language of my ancestors. What’s 
more, the course is also a very welcome reminder that Yiddish is far 
from being a dead language. 

The course provides Yiddish a respectability that many have sought 
in the wider sphere. “So many people, especially Americans, are aware 
of Yiddish. But their awareness is often limited to stereotypes, or a few 
phrases here and there that they heard their grandparents or neigh-
bors say,” Viswanath said. “And I really hope that those people will 
open the course and start doing it and realize, ‘Hey, Yiddish is a real 
language, it’s got grammar, it has a vocabulary.’”

Header image by Michaela Kron (courtesy of Duolingo)

YIDDISH CONT. FROM PG 10

By Dan Zaken, Globes
Israeli defense electron-

ics company Elbit Systems Ltd. 
(Nasdaq: ESLT; TASE: ESLT) an-
nounced that its US unit Elbit 
Systems of America LLC has been 
awarded a $41 million order for 
the supply of night vision sys-
tems and spare components to 
the US Marine Corps. The order 
will be executed in Roanoke, 
Virginia and will be delivered 
through March 2022.

This order is part of a $249 
million five-year Squad Binocu-
lar Night Vision Goggles Indefi-
nite Delivery Indefinite Quantity 
(IDIQ) contract from September 
6, 2019, under which the US Ma-
rine Corps is being supplied with 
Squad Binocular Night Vision 
Goggle (SBNVG) systems consist-
ing of high-performance, white 
phosphor image intensifier bin-
oculars, modular uncooled ther-
mal imaging sensors and com-
mon external power supplies 
- providing Marines improved 
mobility and situational aware-
ness during night operations.

Elbit Systems of America 
president and CEO Raanan 
Horowitz said, “Marines need to 

Elbit Systems awarded $41m – 
US Marines night vision deal

quickly understand their surroundings and act to engage their targets 
- no matter the light conditions - and Elbit Systems of America’s SB-
NVG provides this power in a lightweight, adjustable system that is an 
ideal upgrade.”

Published by Globes, Israel business news - en.globes.co.il
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