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STUDENTS CONT. ON PG 15

By Karen Rosenberg
Solomon Schechter Academy was the inspiration of Peggy Pearl-

stein, the wife of Beth El Rabbi, Arky Pearlstein. Peggy was disappoint-
ed with the education her daughter was receiving, as compared to her 
sons. She recognized the need for a progressive, egalitarian Jewish Day 
School in our community. In 1973, a small group of enthusiastic par-
ents and a few generous donors saw their dream come to fruition with 
the opening of Solomon Schechter Academy. 

From those humble beginnings rose a splendid opportunity to ed-
ucate and inspire children and their parents and even grandparents 

A final goodbye to SSA

SSA students and teachers had a blast on an all-day field trip to 
Block Island. They walked over seven miles, learned about the vari-
ous landmarks of the island, visited a farm, took a short guided tour 
of downtown, and enjoyed a delicious lunch along with leaving 
their mark.

By Tammy Kaye
JFEC Program Coordinator

Students in the Strochlitz Holocaust Resource Center’s Encounter-
ing Survivors and Encountering Differences programs have been hard 
at work on group or individual projects highlighting their most im-
pactful takeaways from the programs.  

While the way we engaged with students was different this year, 

our mission was the same: provide meaningful learning experiences 
that push students to think about their own responsibilities in com-

Students present impactful learnings 
bating hatred and establishing a 
just society. 

While participating in the 
program as part of their class 
curriculum or within small fo-
cus groups, student work ranged 
from class assignments requir-
ing students to hone-in on major 
themes to extensive projects de-
signed to bring their program ex-
periences to their greater school 
communities.

At Waterford High School, 
students in the AP European His-
tory class engaged in a series of 
meetings with Rosa Goldblatt, 
daughter of Holocaust survi-
vor Henry Drobiarz. Students 
learned a detailed account of 
Drobiarz’s life before, during, and 
after the war. They developed a 
project which included extensive 
research on the multiple forced 
labor camps Drobiarz endured 
and traced his journey. Honoring 

Holocaust Survivor Henry Drobiarz presented by Waterford High 
School Students

By Marcia Reinhard, JFEC Ass’t Director
Writing this article has been one I’ve 

been dreading for a long time. Probably 
since the beginning of this Where Are 
They Now? series. I knew eventually the 
series would end. All or most of our past 
emissaries have written their articles and 
now it’s time for me to write mine. My last 

prelude article to accompany the many written by them. Having this 
series end is bittersweet. 

Tal Amar and Roi Refaeli were our two “last” (and I use that word 
loosely) emissaries due to the COVID pandemic. They will not really be 
our last, but they are our last up to this point. 

As I explained in one of my earlier articles, I begin to communicate 
with our incoming Young Emissaries around April. Usually sometime 
after Passover. The same was true for Tal and me, however, not for Roi. 
Roi was not supposed to be our Young Emissary. We were going to 
have a young lady named Yasmine, or Jessie as she liked to be called.

I traveled to Israel in that summer of 2019 and met Tal and Jessie at 
the Jerusalem seminar. It was a joyous meeting, as they always are, and 

Where are they now? . . . 
a bittersweet ending

ENDING CONT. ON PG 6

Hebrew Ladies Aid/
Rose Blonder  
Scholarship  

Applications Are  
Now Available 

Completed  
applications are due  

FRIDAY, JULY 2, 2021 

To request an  
application:

1. You must be a high 
school senior or in col-
lege 

2. A resident and mem-
ber of the Jewish  
community of Eastern 
Connecticut 

3. Show financial need 

Contact Mimi at  
860-442-8062 or  
office@jfec.com  
for an application

GOODBYE CONT. ON PG 12

There is still an opportunity to watch the last three movies sched-
uled for the 2021 Jewish FilmFest: June 10-13 HERE WE ARE, June 

17-20 THE SPY BEHIND 
HOME PLATE, and June 
24-27 CRESCENDO.

Turn to page 16 for 
information about reg-
istering to receive the 

movie links and to register for the speakers following several of the 
movies.

The Federation thanks this year’s FilmFest committee for the hours 
of screening movies and the many Zoom meetings that they logged 
into that went into selecting the final movies. Committee Co-Chairs 
are Arlene Dressler, Marcia Reinhard, and Rachel Sheriff. Commit-
tee members are Aaron Rosenberg, Carol Curland, Carin Savel, Elyse 
Landesberg, Fay Clymer, Gail Leeser, Harriet Grayson, Myrna Schwartz, 
Mark and Nadine Lipman, Ron Leeser, Sam Linder, Susan Meisler, and 
Scott Wolfe. 

Federation staff person Carly Luft and FilmFest committee mem-
ber Sam Linder deserve a Todah Rabah for their efforts in soliciting 
not only past sponsors but several new sponsors for the 2021 Film-
Fest. The JFF thanks its sponsors for their support to make this festival 
possible. 

Three movies left

Sayet & Seder, Attorneys at Law
Carol Curland
Congregation Sharah Zedek
The Leiser Family Foundation
Mallove’s Jewelers
Hochberg Holocaust Human  
    Rights & Education Committee
Minuteman Press

Yale NewHaven Health,     
   Lawrence+Memorial Hospital
Rita Hendel & Family
Patricia Hendel & Family
Litchfield Distillery
Valenti Auto Group
The Nutmeg Companies, Inc.
Steven & Debra Daren
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Candle Lighting for Eastern CT area

Since 1946 

Energy Saving Windows & Doors! 
ORDER FACTORY DIRECT! 
Vinyl Replacement & New Construction Windows 
Storm Windows & Commercial Aluminum 
Professional Installation Available 

 

~ Duralite warm edge spacer stays warmer and keeps you cozy. 
            ~ When you’re cozy you save energy and money! 
   ~ Saving energy is also good for the environment.  
                ~ Stay comfortable and keep moisture out. 
         ~ Duralite glass space is the best in the  
                                                          industry! 

860.848.9258 
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 
www.alltimemfg.com 

JOIN US – WE LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU! 
860.442.0418 • office@bethel-nl.org • bethel-nl.org

SERVICES
•  Daily Minyan
•  Shabbat Services
•  Holidays

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS 
•  Educational Presentations
•   JETI (Jewish, Education, Theology and 

Information) talks by local speakers
•  Lunch & Learn with the Rabbi

SOCIAL EVENTS
•  Distanced Holiday Gatherings
•  Musical Events
•  Curbside Meal Offerings
•  Schmooze Before & After Zoom Events

TECHNOLOGY. 
TRADITION. 
TORAH.
Congregation Beth El is  
welcoming new members. 
During this time of Covid 
our congregation is more 
active than ever through the 
safety of Zoom and offers a 
wide variety of options for 
everyone.

It is getting to be that time of year again where the weather is get-
ting warmer. You most likely are seeing many families going outside 
enjoying activities in the heat. But there are many others at risk of 
getting sick or even dying from the heat. Excessive heat, without air 
conditioning could affect those with congestive heart failure, COPD, 
allergies, asthma, and sleep apnea. And heatstroke is most likely to 
affect older people who live in apartments or homes lacking air condi-
tioning or good airflow. 

For over 11 years, JFEC’s Operation Cool Down has been helping 
those at-risk secure air conditioners to combat heat and illness. Con-
tact help@jfec.com to have an application sent to you via email or con-
tact 860-442-8062 to have an application snail mailed.

For more information, or to support this critical program, please 
contact communityservices@jfec.com.

Operation Cool Down

By Abigail Klein Leichman, Israel21c
Life expectancy was increased by an average of 30 percent in male 

and female mice engineered to have high levels of a protein called 
SIRT6, a team of international scientists reported in the journal Nature 
Communications.

The mice also were better able to overcome age-related diseases 
such as cancer and blood disorders and remained vigorous as they 
aged rather than becoming frail.

The study was led by Prof. Haim Cohen, director of the Sagol 
Healthy Human Longevity Center at Bar-Ilan University in Israel. Co-
hen’s research has long focused on how SIRT6 is involved in regulating 
biological processes such as aging, obesity and insulin resistance.

The team used biochemical methods and metabolic analyses to un-
cover the mechanism through which SIRT6 acts as a type of “fountain 
of youth.”

Whereas older animals generally experience a decline in energy, 
the bodies of mice with extra SIRT6 broke down fats and lactic acid to 
create sugar utilized for energy in their muscles and brain.

This protein boosts mice life  
expectancy by an average 30%

“This discovery, combined 
with our previous findings, 
shows that SIRT6 controls the 
rate of healthy aging,” said Cohen.

“If we can determine how 
to activate it in humans, we will 
be able to prolong life, and this 
could have enormous health and 
economic implications.”

Cohen did the study with his 
PhD student Asael Roichman; 
Prof. Eyal Gottlieb from the Tech-
nion-Israel Institute of Technolo-
gy; Prof. Rafael de Cabo of the Na-
tional Institute on Aging at the US 
National Institutes of Health; and 
Prof. Manuel Serrani of the Insti-
tute for Research in Biomedicine 
in Barcelona.

mailto:help@jfec.com
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
Reservations 
required.  
Please call 
Carly at(860-
333-8218) 

All Kosher 
Hot Lunches 
(KHL) begin 
@ 12:30.   

1. 2. 3. 
3 pm Deadline 
to reserve 6/7 
lunch

4. 5. 

6. 7. 
Spinach 
Pie 

8. 9. 10. 
3 pm Deadline 
to reserve 6/14 
lunch

11. 12. 

13. 14. 
Pizza 

15. 16. 17. 
3 pm Deadline 
to reserve 6/21 
lunch

18. 19. 

20. 
First 
Day of 
Summer 

21. 
Stuffed Shells 

22. 23. 24. 
3 pm Deadline 
to reserve 6/28 
lunch

25. 26. 

27. 28. 
Eggplant 
Parmesan 

29. 30. 

June 2021 Senior Events 

Lunches continue at Bates Woods
Lunches in June will take place on Monday, June 14, 21, 

and 28 at 12:30 PM at Bates Woods Park, 80 Chester St. New 
London, CT 06230. The park is right down the street from New 
London High School. Bates Woods Park has plenty of free park-
ing and multiple pavilions to provide shade when the sun is 
shining brightly.

 The lunches will be catered by Pizzarama in New London. 
When making your reservation, let us know if you have any 
food allergies we need to let Pizzarama know about. The menu 
will be varied and includes a hot entrée, grinder, or a salad. Re-
fer to the schedule below.

The deadline to reserve your meal will be the Thursday 
before the luncheon, by 3 PM so we can place the order by Fri-
day.

Here is the schedule for the rest of June: 

June 14 Individual 
Cheese Pizzas - No expla-
nation needed, right?

June 21 Stuffed Shells - 
Pasta shells baked with to-
mato sauce; ricotta cheese 
covered in a layer of moz-
zarella cheese.

June 28 Eggplant par-
mesan - Fried eggplant 
covered with tomato sauce 
and Mozzarella cheese.

Stuff you need to know 
about our events

Carly’s Schedule – Please 
call Carly at 860-333-8218, 
Monday through Friday 
9:00 AM to 3:00PM for all 
reservations or questions 
regarding senior services. 
We have limited space 
available so please call as 
soon as possible to make 
sure you get a seat.

Senior Connections

AUTO  |  HOME  |  COMMERCIAL  |  MARINE  
 
 
 
 

 
ANDREW J. LEVINE 

Owner, Producer, 40+ Years Experience 
 

221 Boston Post Rd.                                  860-739-4444 Office 
P.O. Box 339                860-739-6861 Fax 
East Lyme, CT 06333               andy@ligct.com  

L E V I N E   

INSURANCE GROUP, LLC 

Family Camp in the garden

By Abigail Klein 
Leichman, Israel21c

The Nerivio 
therapeutic wear-
able for treating mi-
graine pain won the 
“Best New Technol-
ogy Solution for Pain 
Management” award 
in the fifth annual 
MedTech Break-
through Awards pro-
gram that attracted 
more than 3,850 
nominations from 
17 countries.

Nerivio is made 
by Netanya-based Theranica, a prescribed digital therapeutics compa-
ny developing advanced electroceuticals for migraine and other pain 
conditions.

The FDA-approved device uses remote electrical neuromodulation 
to activate the body’s native conditioned pain modulation mechanism 
to treat headache and other symptoms associated with migraine. 
The treatment is personalized through the Nerivio app (iPhone and 
Android), which also includes an interactive migraine diary to track 
treatment sessions and symptoms.

“Migraine is the third most prevalent disorder in the world and af-
fects approximately 1 billion people,” said James Johnson, managing 
director, MedTech Breakthrough, an independent market intelligence 

Migraine device wins 2021  
MedTech Breakthrough Award

Nerivio by Theranica

organization that recognizes the 
top companies, technologies and 
products in the global health and 
medical technology market.

“Nerivio addresses this chal-
lenging condition by encompass-
ing the best elements of MedTech 
solutions, including a true digital 
health non-invasive treatment 
approach that deploys an innova-
tive mechanism of action and an 
accompanying app that controls 
the device while enabling pa-
tients to track and manage their 
migraines,” he said.

Since being launched, Nerivio 
has treated more than 100,000 
migraines in over 14,000 pa-
tients, by prescription.

“A true advancement in digital 
health, Nerivio is changing the 
traditional migraine treatment 
paradigm and will continue to 
positively impact patients, by 
providing pain relief and en-
abling people get back to life,” 
said Alon Ironi, CEO and cofound-
er of Theranica.

Children or grandchildren home with you for the summer? Camp 
Gan Israel is pleased to announce a Family Camp in the Garden, geared 
for Jewish children ages 3-8.

Mothers and younger siblings are invited to join. In fact, the camp 
is also open to two-year old’s when accompanied by their mother. An 
assortment of crafts, games, baking, story time, Jewish tradition, arts, 
nature, and so much more will fill the days providing a wonderful time 
for all!

Located at Chabad in New London, the program will run daily Mon-
day through Friday, July 5-23, from 9:00-10:30am. Focused on fun 
and safety, the program will be outdoors, physically distanced, with 

individualized supplies for each 
camper.

Cost for the program is $60 
per week or $150 all 3 weeks. For 
more information, please con-
tact Maryashi Sternberg at 860-
235-9714, or email maryashi@
chabadect.com. Sign up your 
child today at ChabadECT.com/
garden.

mailto:maryashi@chabadect.com
mailto:maryashi@chabadect.com
http://ChabadECT.com/garden
http://ChabadECT.com/garden
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Everyone counts:   We are counting on you!
Here in Eastern Connecticut the JFEC works to  

support, sustain and revitalize Jewish life. But we 
can’t do it without you. Send in your donation today.

Realtor Corner
By Dan Bendor

The book for the next meet-
ing of the Beth El Book Club is 
by the Pulitzer prize winning 
journalist Isabel Wilkerson 
titled The Warmth of Other 
Suns. This book won the Na-
tional Book Critics award. Fol-
lowing three individuals, it 
describes the conditions that 
led African Americans to begin 
the Great Migration north and 
west to escape the South. Those 
conditions were horrific with so 
many restrictions. From 1889 
to 1929, there was a lynching or 
murder by burning every four 
days! Newspapers published 
upcoming lynching dates! It 

reads like a dystopian novel. 
Her writing is evocative and clear. I will confess that when a club 

member suggested the book, I thought I knew enough about what Af-
rican Americans suffered after Emancipation. Wrong! The Jim Crow 
laws, some passed even before the North stopped enforcing Recon-
struction, controlled the minutest details of their lives. Lest anyone 
think this is irrelevant past history, remember that today, throughout 
America, there are over 300 voter suppression laws pending and on 
the books. 

There can be no question as to their intent when in Georgia and 
Arizona, there are laws forbidding giving people food and water as 
they wait in long lines facilitated by the closure of polling places. In 
the past election, Texas closed over 500 polling places, mainly in Black 
and Brown neighborhoods. Several states reduced ballot boxes to 1 

Beth El Book Club – June 20 at 8:15 pm  
on Zoom – The Warmth of Other Suns Experience

By Geoff Hausmann
You just found out you require surgery.  

Do you
 A) Talk to your hairdresser and find out 

what they think?
 B) Contact the person who just graduated?
C) Contact the surgeon who has performed this procedure at least 

a thousand times?
On a multiple choice questions I was always told to choose ‘C’.
I am in no way stating that a real estate agent is in the same cat-

egory as a surgeon, but experience must account for something.  It re-
ally baffles my mind why some people chose certain agents.  My wife, 
Susan, always says there are agents and then there are agents.

I was the listing agent on a property that was near the shoreline 
and the property required flood insurance provided you were getting 
a mortgage.  Well, I talked to an insurance agent about the flood insur-
ance so I could answer Buyer’s questions. Flood insurance can be pur-
chased 3 ways: 1) Take over the current owner’s policy 2) Purchase a 
new policy 3) Purchase private flood insurance.  In this case, the seller 
did not have flood insurance as they built the property back in 1930.  
Private flood insurance can only be utilized if the property has had 
insurance on it for at least 2 years without any claims.  This insurance 
agent told me to expect a yearly premium between $3,500 and $4,000 
based on the buyer’s credit.  The mortgage person called me stating 
that this deal was going to die because the rate the buyer was getting 
was $7,000/yearly and was not available for private insurance.  I re-
sponded to her that I knew this property did not qualify for private in-
surance and I had informed the other agent right from the beginning.  I 
got the insurance person involved that I had discussed the property in 
the beginning and the buyer was quoted $3,750 for the premium and 
we closed days later.

I had another listing where there was a 3-bay garage that was in 
very poor condition.  The seller decided to take down the garage and 
only leave one exterior wall which was made out of cinderblock so that 
if the new buyer decided to rebuild the garage, thy would-be grandfa-
thered in.  When the selling agent called me that the deal was going to 
die because the buyer was unable to get property insurance due to the 
garage wall.  I asked if the insurance agents were just utilizing Google 
Maps or were actually visiting the property.  I was not surprised when 
I found out the insurance agents were doing it the easy way and not 
visiting the property.  Google Maps was showing the whole garage that 
was in poor condition and that is why they did not want to insure the 
property.  I got my insurance guy involved and closed the property.

Experience helps in many ways. I have assisted clients on how to 
make an offer and what to offer or counter, what items to request 
when home inspection issues arise, know how to talk to your client 
when things happen that are not expected, and most important is ex-
perience teaches you how to listen.  You can tell when you are working 
with an agent who is desperate for the closing as this could be their 
only paycheck.  This desperate agent will divulge information that will 
be helpful for your client, whereas, an experienced agent will be care-
ful what they say.

Please remember you can search for homes at www.CallThe-
HouseMan.com. Do you have a question about real estate? 
Advice/responses will be made by: Geoff Hausmann, RE/MAX on 
the Bay, 860-443-4400, Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com.

per county. Jim Crow is alive and 
evil. 

Think also about the recent 
Supreme Court decision say-
ing aspects of the Voting Rights 
Act are no longer necessary. As 
Santayana said: “Those who can-
not remember the past are con-
demned to repeat it.” That’s why 
we remember and remind others 
of the Holocaust.

Since our last meeting was 
the eve of Mothers’ Day, a club 
member suggested for symmetry 
we have our next meeting eve of 
Fathers’ Day, June 20. It will be by 
Zoom at 8:15, again thinking that 
festivities will be over by then.

Since it was published in 
2010, the librarian at Waterford 
thought we could get at least 8 
copies. Also available as e-book. 

If you have questions, call me 
at 860-235-9569. You can call the 
Beth El office to get added to the 
email list or to get the zoom in-
vitation. You can also email me 
(danbendor@aol.com) or Faye 
(fayeringel@hotmail.com) for 
a zoom invite. Faye and I are co-
leading and she will be the host. I 
hope you will join us.

By Cnaan Liphshiz, JTA
The government of Switzerland has adopted the definition of anti-

semitism of the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance, mak-
ing the Alpine nation the 36th country to do so.

“This definition can serve as an additional guide for identifying an-
tisemitic incidents within the framework of the various measures to 
combat antisemitism in Switzerland,” the Federal Council, the coun-
try’s highest executive authority, said in a statement Friday.

The IHRA working definition describes various forms of antisemi-
tism, including hatred and discrimination against Jews and Holocaust 
denial.

Switzerland adopts IHRA  
definition of antisemitism

Children play outside the Federal Palace in Bern, Switzerland, July 
21, 2009. (Wikimedia Commons)

It also lists examples of anti-
Israel criticism that it says in 
certain context can be defined 
as antisemitic, including com-
paring the country’s policies to 
those of Nazi Germany, denying 
the Jewish people their right to 
self-determination and “applying 
double standards by requiring of 
it a behavior not expected or de-
manded of any other democratic 
nation.”

Criticism of Israel similar to 
that leveled at any other country 
is not antisemitic, the definition 
also states.

IHRA introduced the defini-
tion in 2016, three years after the 
European Union’s anti-racism 
agency removed a very similar 
text from its website amid pro-
tests over the text by pro-Pales-
tinian activists who argued it lim-
its free speech.

The United States, Canada, 
the United Kingdom, Germany 
and the European Parliament are 
among the national and interna-
tional bodies that have adopted 
the definition.

file:///C:/Users/Mary/Dropbox/20%20Nov%202020%20Leader/Columns/www.CallTheHouseMan.com
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Dropbox/20%20Nov%202020%20Leader/Columns/www.CallTheHouseMan.com
mailto:Geoff%40CallTheHouseMan.com?subject=
mailto:danbendor@aol.com
mailto:danbendor@aol.com
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Thames River Heritage Park
one river.  a thousand stories.

Thamesriverheritagepark.org

One River. Four Tours.
Aboard our Navy Utility Boats

Submarines, Battlefields, 
& Betrayers
MILITARY LIFE ON THE THAMES
Stories of legendary heroes, infamous traitors, 
and extraordinary feats of tactical brilliance. 
From the vantage point of the river you‘ll 
understand the strategic value of this storied 
waterway and region and hear a few of the 
1,000 stories in the Park. 
 

Blowholes, Blubber, & Breaches
WHALING TALES ON THE THAMES
More than 1,100 whaling voyages embarked 
from the city. The industry created great 
wealth and opportunity, as well as great misery 
for many. This tour will tell some of New 
London’s whaling stories: from the captains 
who commanded the ships and the racially 
diverse crews who risked their lives on the 
voyages to the women who waited in port and 
the few who joined their husbands at sea.

Suffragettes, Puppeteers, 
& Patriots
WOMEN OF THE THAMES
Throughout history, local women have made 
significant contributions to the economic, 
cultural, educational and social fabric of the 
Thames River communities. From patriots to 
educators to philanthropists to authors. Hear 
their stories and more on this tour focused on 
the women of the Thames.

Water, Wampum, 
& Medicine Wheels 
MOHEGAN LIFE ON THE THAMES
The first inhabitants along the western side 
of Thames River, the Mohegan tribe settled 
here at the end of the 16th century. Led by 
Tribal members sharing stories demonstrating 
how crucial the Thames River was for food, 
wildlife, transportation, and trade.

Tours leave from City Pier in New London and run approximately 75 minutes.
Food and beverages, including alcohol, welcome.

For schedules, tickets, and tour details go to 
ThamesRiverHeritagePark.org/boat-tours. 

Purchase tickets in advance to guarantee a seat. 

Make the park experience complete with a visit to some of the 
historic sites on both shores. Board our water taxi at one of 
our three landing sites in New London and Groton for a hop-
on hop-off harbor cruise. Go to water taxi on our website.

By Claire Bessette, The Day
At first, retired Norwich police officer Mark Kalinowski’s story 

seems like any other person’s year of COVID-19, with personal prob-
lems added to the weight of the pandemic.

“Worried about medical stuff. Worried about financial stuff,” he 
said, summing up his past year. “And we had to put down three cats.”

But for Mark and his wife, Dianne, this was different.
During Memorial Day weekend of 2020, Mark Kalinowski felt achy, 

tired, had a fever and sniffles. Everyone figured it was COVID-19, but 
he tested negative. His daughter, Alysha, a critical care nurse at Backus 
Hospital, called his primary care physician and asked for a series of 
specific tests.

The day after the tests, Kalinowski’s doctor called and said to meet 
him at Backus to be admitted. Kalinowski was in kidney failure.

Kalinowski, 59, physically active and satisfied with his second ca-
reer as a mortician at the Church & Allen & Labenski Funeral Homes 

in Norwich, was diagnosed with Goodpasture syndrome, a rare auto-
immune disease that can attack various organs, in Kalinowski’s case, 
both his kidneys.

Kalinowski spent 23 days at Backus undergoing numerous treat-
ments, including plasmapheresis, kidney biopsy, chemotherapy to 
“reset” his immune system and hemodialysis. His kidney function had 
fallen to 2%, he said.

Kalinowski is out of the hospital and now is a patient in the trans-
plant unit at Brigham and Women’s Hospital, part of Boston Medical 
Center.

His daily life has been altered dramatically.
He is on family disability from his job, with one-third pay. He can-

not lift anything above 20 pounds and tires easily. He was cleared 
to receive the COVID-19 vaccine and did. His immune system has 
rebounded, so he no longer has to be “a complete germaphobe.” He 
walks his two black Labrador retrievers daily as his main source of 
exercise and enjoyment.

Kalinowski cannot eat or drink items that contain phosphates, caf-
feine or high salt content. He is limited to no more than 1.5 liters of flu-
ids of any kind per day — “a little more if I’m out doing something and 
sweating,” he said. Other than water, his preferred beverage is Crystal 
Light lemonade.

And he must “plug in” to his peritoneal dialysis machine from 9 
p.m. to 6 a.m. daily. The machine is connected by wifi to the hospital 
for daily monitoring. His dialysis fluid supplies arrive at his Norwich 
home by box truck every month. One neighbor recently asked if he was 
getting a load of furniture delivered.

Church & Allen’s Kalinowski 
in need of a kidney

Mark Kalinowski walks his black labs Cadence and Nahji near 
his Norwich home Friday, June 4, 2021. (Sean D. Elliot/The Day)
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everything seemed normal. A few days after I left Jerusalem, however, 
I received a phone call from Sharon Conway, our SNEC Emissary Direc-
tor, telling me that Jessie would not be coming after all. I know things 
can change on a dime and this was one of those times. (Thank G-d I 
was in Israel and could be part of the interview process in person.) I 
spoke with my Partnership colleagues, was given the name of a couple 
of new emissaries we’d be interviewing and in a matter of a couple of 
days, found myself back in Tel Aviv with Naveh Yogev, our Israeli Part-
nership Director. We grabbed coffee, some Hummus, went over our 
interview strategy, and proceeded to the office where Sharon Conway 
joined us on a video call. As soon as both interviews were over, Naveh 
and I looked at each other and said, “Roi!” Interestingly, Sharon chose 
the other candidate. It’s amazing the difference in the interview pro-
cess when you are in the room. I knew Roi didn’t think he was going to 
be our choice, so to say that he was surprised when he heard from JAFI 
that he got in, would be an understatement. 

Roi had been scheduled to go to Milan, but again, things change 
on a dime and when they found they had too many going to Milan, 

ENDING CONT. FROM PG 1
Roi volunteered to back out, if 
he’d get another placement. As 
I said in our last edition of the 
Jewish Leader, everything hap-
pens for a reason. There are no 
coincidences. Sometimes things 
happen because they are simply 
meant to be.

I returned home from Israel 
anxiously waiting their arrival 
at Camp Laurelwood two-and-a-
half weeks later. Once there, we 
reconnected and then, after their 
four-day orientation, brought 
them to the community – Roi to 
The Sapozhnikovs and Tal to The 
Novicks. They gradually began to 
get into their routines. It always 
takes some adjusting – the excite-
ment dies down as the reality of 
“the job” sets in. It’s not easy work 
as you have figured out by now. 
However, as you’ve also learned, 
each pair finds their way. Some-
times with conflict, sometimes by 
leaning on each other but always, 
always successfully. Tal and Roi 
found a balance between both. 

It didn’t take long before Tal 
and Roi felt very much at home 
with the students at Solomon 
Schechter Academy and the reli-
gious schools, the youth groups 
and Jewish Community High 
School and their host families. 
They were comfortable in the 
synagogues, meeting so many 
people in our community and 
becoming part of us. They taught 
us and they learned from us. 
They brought Israel to the public 
schools, to students who barely 
knew where Israel was or that it 
was even a Jewish country. 

The year continued with ex-
citement over carving pumpkins, 
dressing up for Halloween (al-
though it has nothing to do with 
Jewish life). It was all part of their 
year of service where they also 
get a taste of American life. Roi 
and Tal embraced that part. They 
loved learning about our culture, 
experiencing the many different 
streams of Judaism, seeing how 
we engage our youth, being part 
of our community events, becom-
ing part of American families, 
and an integral part of our com-
munity, while holding onto their 
Israeli selves.

February came and while the 
COVID buzz was in the air, no one 
was panicking. Yet. Tal and Roi 
returned to Israel for their two-
and-a-half-week break just as the 
emissaries always do. When they 
returned, however, just a few 
short weeks later, there was more 
serious concern over COVID but 
far from thinking “shut-down.” 
Tal returned in the normal time-

2019-20 Young Emissaries Tal Amar (l) and Roi Refaeli (r) with JFEC 
Ass’t Director Marcia Reinhard taking in the sights somewhere on 
Pequot Ave. in New London in Sept. 2019.

frame after two-and-a-half weeks. Roi, on the other hand, had testing 
with the army so he didn’t return to us till Friday, February 28, almost 
3 weeks since he had left. 

Now here’s where the story gets crazy. Just a few short days later, 
on March 5, a party that took place in Westport became the breed-
ing ground for the virus. On March 6, a woman who was employed at 
Danbury and Norwalk Hospitals, was the first to be confirmed with the 
virus and the first link to Connecticut, although she lived and quaran-
tined in Westchester County, NY. On March 8, the first confirmed case 
in the state was reported in Wilton. And so it began. 

Because Fairfield seemed to be the epicenter of the virus in CT, so 

many people from Westchester were confirmed to have the virus, and 
200 people had been told to self-monitor, the Westchester emissaries 
were being sent home. We thought the decision makers were over-
reacting. But by Thursday, March 12, just three days later, when cases 
began popping up all over CT, we had come to the same conclusion. 

The reality was our Young Emissaries’ year was coming to a 
screeching halt. Tal and Roi were devastated. As were so many of us 
– coordinators, community members, partners in Israel – but it was 
the right decision. By the end of March, 3,128 coronavirus cases were 
confirmed in the state of Connecticut, 608 were hospitalized and 69 
had died. It was a wildfire!

Fast forward to the present day. Tal and Roi are still in touch with 
people in our community. Roi led two programs before enlisting in the 
army in November. While we didn’t have our emissaries here this year, 
we had great interactions and some wonderful programs with emis-
saries who used to be here, and it really helped keep our connections 
with them and Israel alive and strong. 

Now for the bad news. Unfortunately, since Israel needed us to 
make the decision about 2021-22 earlier than we would have liked, 
we had to, once again, decline taking Young Emissaries. You will be 
glad to know, however, that our community was the last hold-out. We 
did not give up until we absolutely had to. But fear not. With COVID-19 
being kept at bay, we are on track to have them return in 2022 and, in 
the meantime, our past emissaries engage with us.

I didn’t anticipate my last article in the series would also have me 
telling you, our amazing community, that we must wait one more year 
before we can have our Young Emissaries return. And, sadly, at a time 
we need them more than ever. But fear not. With COVID-19 being kept 
at bay, we are on track to have them return in 2022. 

I hope you enjoyed hearing from our past emissaries for the past 
ten months and learning about Where they are now. I know they’ve 
enjoyed writing to us and sharing their stories. Stay tuned as I have 
another idea for a new series that will continue to keep the emissaries 
and Israel close to our hearts. 

Until then, l’hitraot! See you later! Have a great summer!

Roi and Tal cutting welcome cake with congregants in the back-
ground at Sharah Zedek in Westerly, RI.

Tal with Ryan and Ethan Novick after carving pumpkins for Hallow-
een.
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Hadassah News
President’s Message by Karen Bloustine

DONOR CONT. ON PG 13

Hadassah welcomes community  
participation in our programs

By Sheila Horvitz
On Tuesday, June 22 at 7 PM 

on Zoom, Hadassah will feature 
Steven Goldstein as guest speaker 
for our annual Donor Campaign. 
Invitations have already gone out 
and proceeds will be committed 
to the wonderful project at Hadas-
sah Hospital - the renovation of 
the iconic Round Building. From 
the proceeds of our campaign, our 
Eastern CT Chapter will be outfit-
ting a hospital room with all the 
necessary furnishings and equip-
ment. 

Steven Goldstein is the perfect 
person to highlight Hadassah, Is-

rael, and Zionism, especially in these difficult times. He has visited us 
in Southeastern CT as the author of “TURN ON” - telling us how public 
figures create and maintain likeability - and how they sometimes de-
stroy it through scandals. Why do some public figures turn us on and 
others drive us crazy and turn us off? 

But author is just one of his titles. He has been a mover and shaker 
in every sector of American power. His life’s work, in all his many roles, 
is dedicated to the Jewish value of social justice. He is an attorney, civil 
rights and LGBTQ rights leader of state and national organizations, 
Congressional lawyer, television producer on the Oprah Show, com-
munication advisor to corporate and political leaders, and Executive 
Director of the Anne Frank Center. 

And now he is studying for the Rabbinate at the Academy for Jew-
ish Religion in New York, fulfilling a life-long dream.

Steven Goldstein to  
headline Hadassah’s  

Donor event  

“Defending Zionism as a social justice movement”

GOLDSTEIN CONT. ON PG 13

Hadassah applauds the cease fire in 
Israel and hopes for better days ahead. 
We are all following events in Israel 
as a new governing coalition may be 
forming to turn a page from the lead-
ership of the longest-serving Prime 
Minister-Benjamin Netanyahu. To help 
us explore the issues that are now in 
play for Israel’s future security and 
survival, our chapter is presenting a 
special evening Coffee Klatch via Zoom 
on Thursday, June 17 at 7 pm. See our 
accompanying story in this edition of 

the Leader.
And don’t forget to join our special Annual Donor Event on Tues-

day, June 22 - via Zoom at 7 pm. Everyone in the community is wel-
come to attend our programs and can receive the Zoom links by send-
ing an email to me at: bloustinek@gmail.com.

Our Chapter Members and Associates are grateful to the Federa-
tion and the Leader for helping us bring our messages to the Jewish 
community,

By Sheila Horvitz
Join our Eastern CT chapter on Thursday, June 17 for an educa-

tional and enlightening panel discussion on the future of Israel as our 
Jewish and Democratic State. We have invited three of Hadassah’s na-
tional leaders in Zionist education and advocacy for a panel discussion 
followed by comments and questions. 

Over the past several weeks, Israel has been in the throes of tumul-
tuous events, on the battlefield and in the political world. Our panel 
will address the state of play in Israel today - will help us understand 
the background history of how we got here and will lead us in discuss-
ing what the future may portend and how we - as American Jews - can 
respond and advocate.

The three panelists are Judy Shereck - the National Zionist 
Advocacy Chair; Naomi J. Brunnlehrman, Director of Hadassah’s 
Education and Advocacy Division; and Cheryl Sperber, the Chair 
of Zionist Education.

When Israel was established as a State in 1948, its founding was 
based on two identities: The homeland of all Jews, whether or not they 
are citizens of Israel, and as the State of all its citizens, whether or not 
they are Jews.

The Israeli Declaration of Independence identifies Israel as a “Jew-
ish State” in the sense that Jews as an ethnicity can exercise their right 
for self-determination - but It doesn’t give Judaism any special status 
over other religions nor does it deny minority rights. Although the 
word “Democratic” is absent throughout the Israeli Declaration of In-
dependence, the Declaration states the intention to:  “Ensure complete 
equality of social and political rights to all its inhabitants irrespective 
of religion, race or sex: It will guarantee freedom of religion, conscience, 
language, education, and culture; it will safeguard the Holy Places of 
all religions; and it will be faithful to the principles of the Charter of the 
United Nations”. The Declaration also appealed to the Arab inhabitants 
of the State of Israel “to preserve peace and participate in the upbuild-
ing of the State on the basis of full and equal citizenship and due repre-
sentation in all its provisional and permanent institutions.”

The three Hadassah panelists have distinguished resumes in aca-
demia and public service, besides holding many portfolios in local, re-
gion, and National Hadassah. 

Special Zoom Coffee Klatch -  
Thurs., June 17 at 7 p.m.

Panel: The Future of Israel as a Jewish and Democratic State

Judy Shereck taught Span-
ish at Frisch Yeshiva High School 
in Paramus, New Jersey. She has 
served as National Young Judea 
Coordinator and Chair of Young 
Judea. Judy represents Hadassah 
at the World Zionist Organization 
and is a past treasurer and a cur-
rent board member of the Ameri-
can Zionist Movement. She has 
served on the Board of Directors 
of the Jewish National Fund and 
has led many Family Missions to 
Israel. 

As the director of Hadassah’s 
Education and Advocacy Divi-
sion, Naomi J. Brunnlehrman 

By Sheila Horvitz
When Henrietta Szold established Hadassah in 1912 as a Zionist 

organization for American women to help build the medical infra-
structure in Palestine and fight for social justice in America, she was a 
visionary and pioneer. American women could not vote in 1912. They 
had no rights to their own credit and finances and no power over their 
own children and families. Szold enabled American women to fulfill 

ideals outside of their own lives, realize their potential for action and 
success, and gave women a seat at the table of the Zionist movement 
where none had previously existed. 

Hadassah became one of the largest women’s volunteer organi-
zations in the world - today over 300,000 strong. As women gained 
power and Hadassah grew into an international powerhouse, our hus-
bands, brothers, and men friends were invited to participate in Hadas-
sah as Associates. 

So Yes, men are welcome at Hadassah. Our nearly 36,000 Associ-

Hadassah Associates gear up  
for the annual Donor appeal

ates nationwide are valued part-
ners. Side by side, for over 50 
years, they have stood up and 
lent their support for Hadassah 
and the world-renowned medi-
cal care, research, and education 
at our Jerusalem hospitals. Our 
Associates have raised millions 
of dollars for initiatives including 
stem cells, gene therapy, cardiac 
surgical suite, patient rooms at 
the Hadassah Hospital Tower, 
and Alzheimer’s disease. 

Associates promote innova-
tive activities, fundraising oppor-
tunities and education designed 
for men in their local areas to 
reach these mission goals. They 
are increasing patients’ chances 
of survival through their support 
and their participation highlights 

Judy Shereck

ZOOM CONT. ON PG 13
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Where are  
they now?

CHANGED CONT. ON PG 10

You changed my life
By Roi Refaeli, Young Emissary 2019-20

How can I write about my experience in Eastern CT 
during my time as a Young Emissary with only a few 

words, when I need a full book just to try and put ev-
erything inside?

I still remember when I got the call telling me that 
I’m flying to Connecticut. I remember my heartbeat in-
creasing dramatically and I remember the smile that I 
had on my face for almost a week. Alright, let’s go back 
to the beginning. The first thing I did that started my 

shinshin year was to have my interview with Marcia. I 
was originally supposed to go to Milan and then, as fate 
would have it, things changed. I arrived at the office in 
Tel Aviv for the interview almost two hours early, just 
because I was so nervous, and I had to practice what I 
wanted to say.

I sat across a desk in front of Marcia, along with 
Naveh Yogev, Afula/Gilboa Partnership Director and 
Sharon Conway, Young Emissary Director who was on 
video chat, and started talking in English. Then, there 
was just the excitement I had waiting for the answer.

After that, everything felt like a dream. The Jewish 
Agency for Israel (JAFI) called me a little while later and 
told me I would be coming to Eastern CT! I couldn’t be-
lieve my ears! 

I met Marcia for lunch with my parents, trying to fig-

ure out clues about my soon-to-be host family and I asked 
so many questions about how things are going to work. 

Marcia answered as best she could, offering as 
much information as possible, while also trying 
not to overwhelm me with too many details.

When we landed, the first thing we did was 
to go to Camp Laurelwood for four days of ori-
entation, all the SNEC emissaries 
together, and a couple of days later, 
all our coordinators joined us as 
well as the heads of the federations. 
The last day of the camp was the 
first time I met my host family, The 
Sapozhnikovs.

When I arrived at my new home 
in the states, the feeling was unreal. 
I couldn’t wrap my head around the 
fact that I was going to live in this 
place with these people for at least 
four and a half months. It really 
felt like a dream. (I ended up not 
moving to another family and was 
supposed to stay with The Sapozh-

nikovs for the year!) 
Through the year, I met most of the peo-

ple in the community! As many as I possibly 
could. I got to teach, work, and socialize with so many 
amazing people! Marcia, Carin Savel, Mimi Perl, Liora 
Zeevi, Ella Sackett, Barbara Wolfe, and an endless list of 

people with whom I was communicating on a daily 
basis, started to change me. They taught me so much 
which helped me grow and develop myself in ways 
that I couldn’t experience anywhere else, and I am 
forever grateful for it!

All of the workplaces: SSA, JCHS, the synagogues, 
the universities, public schools, religious schools, 
every single one of them introduced me to so many 
different people, perspectives, and traditions. Such a 
diversity that I could never find anywhere else in the 
world. And the people - I cannot 
say enough about the people I 
met other than, “THANK YOU!” 
Thank you for being who you 
are. You took me into your fam-
ily, your home and your heart 
and made me feel like one of 
you! I really felt like I was a part 
of this community! You made me 
feel like I truly do have another 

home far, far from Israel.
If I were to try to list all of my ex-

periences that I went through one 
by one, I would need to ask Mimi to 
add a few more pages to this week’s 
paper. I’ll just add how great it was 
to meet and get to know the rabbis, 
the teens, the Jr Youth Group kids, the 
Hadassah ladies, and so many others 
– you all have enriched my life in so many ways. 

My amazing, one-of-a-kind host family, Elena, Eugene, 
Ariel, Daniel, and Michelle Sapozhnikov, who introduced 
me to so many different aspects in life that I never thought 
I would be so lucky to take part in such as, going boat-
ing, fishing, skiing, bow shooting, swimming in the sea in 
the middle of the winter and so, so, so much more! My host 

l-r Roi, Marcia, and Tal with Sheila Horvitz when she inter-
viewed the three about the Young Emissary program on her 
cable show.

Tal and Roi with JFEC Executive Director Carin Savel in New 
York City during the late fall of 2019.

Roi taught Tal, Rebecca Reinhard, JCHS Coordinator (rear left) and 
students at JCHS how to paint the picture everyone is holding.

family truly became a part of me and part of my family!
I remember the day they told us that we have to go 

back home because of Covid. I was in such a shock. I 
couldn’t understand why. I remember workplace after 
workplace shutting down one by one, only as a safety 
measure, because we didn’t even have any cases in CT 
yet. I remember thinking, “How can I say goodbye to so 
many people in such a short amount of time? How can I 
have a suitable ending to this huge year with only two-
days’ notice? It was impossible!

I spent all day long driving around the community 
trying to see as many people as I possibly could while 
also doing all the wrap-ups for the end of the year. The 

feeling of saying goodbye to the community felt hor-
rible. They were bringing us back home, but I felt like I 
was being ripped apart from my home.

When I got to Israel I did everything I could to stay 
in touch with the community and I also tried to stay as 

Roi with Temple Bnai Israel religious school students in Willimantic.
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My second home
By Tal Amar, Young Emissary 2019-20

My dearest community, 
I’m very excited to share with you what happened 

since I got back after Coronavirus started to spread so 
quickly. It was different from everything I imagined it 
would be. We all got to face a challenge we never ex-
pected to have. During this time, we learned how to 
overcome social distancing, how fragile life can be and 
that every moment counts, and by saying that, I hope 
and pray that you are keeping yourselves safe!

When I first heard about the Young Emissary pro-
gram from my friend, Bar Dgani (she was an emissary 
back in 2017 - 2018 in Upper Fairfield County), that was 

the moment I decided I wanted to apply to the program. 
I was curious about the Jewish community abroad, I did 
not know much about the lifestyle of the community 
and I was interested to know more. I wanted to teach 
about Israel but to learn about the Jewish community in 
the states as well.

Now, let’s jump to the day I got a phone call from the 
Jewish Agency - it was before my school trip to Poland, 
where high school seniors are taken each year to see 
and follow, first-hand, the story of the Holocaust. While 
we were in History class, I got a phone call. I was so ner-

vous to hear her answer, but as you might have figured 
out, I got in! I remember calling all my family and friends. 
A few teachers came to check what happened. I was too 
excited to go back to class. 

We had a long training session 
with the Jewish Agency for Israel, 
before we left Israel; we learned 
about the different streams of Ju-
daism, cultural differences, what 
we should get ready for as an em-
issary and so much more, but noth-
ing prepared me for the moment 
that I came to the community for 
the first time. I met such wonder-
ful people. 

Over the course of the year 
(but sadly it’s technically seven 
months) I collected a lot of memo-
ries, friends and special moments. The one I remember 
the most is the one when Rabbi Marc asked me to read 
the prayer for Israel at the Rosh Hashanah service. It was 
shortly after I got to the community. I was still nervous 
about my English but most importantly, I was excited 
to stand in front of my new community and to bless my 
country from abroad. I was touched by the idea that the 
entire community was praying for the State of Israel. My 
home. 

I want to use this platform to say thank you to two 
special families who welcomed me with open arms - the 
Novicks (Caryn, Steve, Ethan and Ryan) and the McCaf-

freys (Erica, Rich, Bayla, Sierra and Annalise.) 
Thank you for hosting me and giving me a 
home 5,000 miles away from my birth home. 
You always made me feel part of the family, fill-
ing me with love, care and joy. Thank you for 
your kindness. It’s not obvious that you would 
obligate yourselves to have another person in 
your life, in your home, that you have to take 
care of, especially when that person is from a 
different country, yet you chose to do it with 
all of your heart! Thank you for the funny mo-
ments, the trips, and so much more. I am for-
ever grateful for having you in my life. You will 
always have a big part of my heart. 

On March 15, all of the emissaries were 
sent back to Israel, unexpectedly, because of 
the Coronavirus. I was sad about the idea that Roi 
and I would not get to finish the year properly. 
We had so much planned for the last few months 

Tal (seated left front) and her host family The McCaf-
frey’s right before leaving for Israel due to COVID-19.

and we never imagined that instead of working hard to 
make activities, planning the Yom Ha’Atzmaut celebra-
tion and more, that we would have to pack up to go back 
home. When I arrived home, I was in quarantine for 14 
days. The quarantine gave me the time to process the 
instant changes. I was home for five months before I had 
to go to the army. 

I joined the army on September 7, as the Coordinator 
of Education and Knowledge of the Country. The same 
job as Tal Gilboa (YE 2016-17), Sivan Gvili (YE 2017-18) 
and Liron Binyamin (YE 2018-19). I started with boot 
camp for three weeks. It was hard to get used to new 
rules, military discipline and a new job but at the same 
time it was a great experience. I learned a lot and got to 
make new friends. 

As the coordinator, I’m in charge of the activities and 
trips in my base, helping soldiers by sending them to 
courses (I’m responsible for sending them to conver-
sion, Hebrew studies, complete 12 years of study and 
complete final exams.) You can do it when you’re a sol-
dier to help yourself for when you will be done with 
your service. 

I can say that I still feel the impact of being a Young 
Emissary, espe-
cially in the army. 
When people ask 
me about the year I 
had, I explain about 
the Jewish commu-
nity and the way 
you can practice 
your Judaism, how 
you keep yourself 
connected to the 
State of Israel, the 
youth groups and 
religious schools 
for kids and teens 
and so much more.

I had an amazing year that definitely changed my 
life. I got to meet so many fabulous people and each of 
you had an impact on me. I am blessed to be part of the 
community and I will always be grateful for the connec-
tion we share! THANK YOU, EASTERN CT - my second 
home! You can reach me at talamar66@gmail.com or 
on Instagram at talamar__

Love & miss you tremendously, 
Tal Amar
YE 2019-20 

Tal and The Novicks at Faneuil Hall before going to a 
Celtics game.

The Novick’s on their first video chat with Tal and her 
family.

Tal with The Novicks and other guests for a Jewish holiday din-
ner.  

Roi and Tal with Yachad BBYO teens at event in Willimantic 
at Temple Bnai Israel.

mailto:talamar66%40gmail.com?subject=
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busy as I could, just to not think about the fact that my year in the 
states had ended. Long story short, things started to get better in Is-
rael, and I got recruited. In November, I joined the army, finished my 
training, and today I am serving in the artillery force, assigned to, what 
we call, mobile cannons which you call tanks, getting ready to start my 
training to become a Commander very, very soon.

I love you all and think about you every single day! You can reach 
me at sharondanny@gmail.com or on my Instagram account: roirf.

Stay in touch, 
Roi Refaeli
YE 2019-20

CHANGED CONT. FROM PG 8

Roi with Sapozhnikovs enjoying dinner at a local restaurant.

By Brian Blum, Israel21c
“Death is the final consumer sector that has remained neglected 

from an innovation standpoint,” explains Ron Gura, CEO of Empathy, 
an Israeli startup whose app recently came out of stealth with a tech-
nological approach to the bureaucracy of grief.

The reason is that humans have an aversion to dealing with death, 
Gura says. “Logistics are made hard by grief, and grief is made hard by 
logistics.”

How hard are those logistics? After a loved one dies, a family mem-
ber will spend an average of 570 hours dealing with issues that are 
often entirely new for the recently bereaved: 
Arranging a funeral, canceling accounts, clear-
ing out property, hiring movers, claiming ben-
efits, reviewing wills, understanding probate 
laws and more.

Empathy helps you plan each step after a 
death in the family. Image courtesy of Empathy

It’s a devastating job that comes when one 
is at his or her most vulnerable – which also al-
lows unscrupulous vendors to take advantage 
of the bereaved.

Some three million people die every year in 
the United States, which is where Empathy is 
launching first. The company announced fund-
ing of $13 million from VCs General Catalyst 
and Aleph to bring its “GPS for grief” to market.

The Empathy app first asks you to fill in 
details about your circumstances and then 
guides you through a step-by-step process of 
everything that needs to be done after a per-
son dies. Dozens of articles and professionally produced audio clips 
are available (in English) and a help desk manned by real people who 
can jump in to assist.

“Sometimes the help desk staff can even take on some of the tasks 
for you,” Gura tells ISRAEL21c. “So, if you can’t seem to cancel your 
Comcast account, the helpline might say, ‘Let’s call Comcast together 
now and I’ll stay with you on the line.’”

Empathy – either with live help or DIY via the app – aims to help 
mourners with the piles of paperwork which suddenly become rel-
evant, “so you have more time to be with your family,” Gura says. “We 

Empathy app helps mourners complete tasks
help you stay organized and in 
control during this overwhelm-
ing situation.”

The app assists with pre-fill-
ing in the forms you need. Once 
you’ve entered the necessary 
data once, it stays in the sys-
tem, so you don’t have to retype 
your loved one’s address and 
Social Security number again 

and again. And by assembling all 
the docu+++ments you need in 
one place, “you don’t have to go 
around and look for things you 
might be entitled to.”

Mapping the grief journey
In creating the app, Gura’s 

team mapped 16 key paths, 300 
steps and 24 data points common 
to most people’s grief journey.

Empathy can help you apply 
for benefits, halt identity theft, 
figure out how to shut down so-
cial media accounts, make imme-
diate arrangements for burials or 
cremation, arrange for an obitu-
ary in local media, and even in-
form others about the loss.

For many people, this process 
can last up to 18 months. Fortu-
nately, the Empathy app doesn’t 
have an expiration date. The app 
is free to use for the first 30 days; 
if you find it valuable, you can pay 
a one-time charge of $65 to keep 
it active.

There are no additional fees, 
no advertising and no selling of 
personal data to third-party ven-
dors looking to make a buck on 
your bad news.

“We’re here to offer some re-
lief,” Gura says. “Loss is messy; 
it’s personal, it’s real. We think 
that $65 will democratize access 
to grief support. We’ll be with 
you at your pace. It’s not about 
winning but about coping.”

End-of-life tech
“The end-of-life industry is a large sector that has been untouched 

by the wave of digital transformation occurring in every other indus-
try,” adds Joel Cutler, managing director of Empathy investor General 
Catalyst. “Empathy is unique in that it addresses both the emotional 
and logistical anguish of loss.”

Gura gives the example of how the app can help one get ready to go 
through a loved one’s belongings.

“The app will play a contextual sound bite five minutes before you 
enter the house for the first time, setting dos and don’ts.”

It will also remind you that everything in 
the house belongs to the estate until those af-
fairs are settled, although “if your mom says, 
‘I want you to have the sliver,’ then you’ll have 
it.’”

When it comes time to hire a moving com-
pany, the app will provide a list of vetted ven-
dors. “We’ll ensure there’s no exploitation,” 
Gura stresses.

How can an app do this? First of all, with 
transparency.

“Technology is pretty good at things like 
price comparison,” Gura notes. “We’ll tell you 
how much things should cost, what to be wor-
ried about, what to expect and point you to the 
right vendors.”

Another thing technology excels at: auto-
mating the process of finding information on 
the web. All the forms and instructions one 

needs are out there, but often buried deep in government websites.
Empathy’s web crawlers search the Internet for this information 

and arrange it logically for users in a straightforward, orderly way. “It’s 
a lot of information for humans to go through,” Gura says. “But it’s very 
easy for machines to do that.”

Empathy uses 256-bit encryption and two-factor authentication. 
Preventing identity theft is a key component of the company’s mission. 
“Thirty percent of identity theft cases are for bereaved cases,” Gura 
points out. “Preventing it is best done with automation.”

Technology vs. despair
Empathy has been building its team and technology since August 

2020. As of April 6, the product was ready to download and use in 
the US. Gura expects to expand to other countries in the future. “Loss 
doesn’t skip anyone,” he says.

The company has 23 people in its Tel Aviv, New York and Dallas of-
fices. Many of those team members – including Gura’s partner Yonatan 
Bergman – have been together through several successful startups.

Gura and Bergman previously founded The Gifts Project, which en-
abled group buying and gifting. The company was acquired by eBay 
in 2011 for a reported $25 million. Gura became a product director 
for business incubation at eBay and went on to set up and manage 
WeWork’s R&D center in Israel.

Gura came up with the idea for Empathy when he was still at eBay. 
He had a team member who had recently lost his wife.

“Two months later, I realized that he was dealing with it all the 
time. It shows how little we know what’s going on in the minds of our 
employees and how much more we can do for them, to shift from sym-
pathy to empathy, from flowers and condolences to services.”

While subsequently working as the Entrepreneur-in-Residence 
at the Aleph VC, Gura was encouraged by managing partner Michael 
Eisenberg to move forward with his idea.

Empathy’s app has launched with Covid-19 still raging around the 
world, and the website contains articles and sound clips addressing 
the pandemic.

But as Gurapoints out: “Loss is always complex and difficult. It will 
always be there. There may be a vaccine for Covid-19. There’s no pill 
or vaccine for despair.”

It’s a devastating job that comes when one is at his or her most vulnera

mailto:sharondanny@gmail.com
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Memorial

and impact the Southeastern Ct Jewish community and beyond. In the 
fall of 2007, the Jewish Federation of Eastern Connecticut sponsored 

“Thriving Jewish Communities”, a workshop looking forward towards 
the future. When a survey asked participants “what in our community 
makes you most proud”, Solomon Schechter Academy ranked at the 
top.

The last several years have been difficult for Schechter. We would 
be remiss if we did not thank Barbara Wolfe, current Head of School, 
Tracy Todd, past Head of School, Missy Shafner and Laura Frommer, 
both past Presidents, who helped hold the school together during the 
waning years.

June 2, 2021, the last Schechter graduates said good-bye to this 
“precious gem” 
of a school. 
These students 
were given the 
opportunity to 
have one last 
year before 
heading off to 
middle school. 
In planning for 
a year filled with 
fear and con-
sternation over 
the pandemic, 
the goal was to 
give students a 
memorable ex-
perience that 
would not be re-
called merely for 
masks and hand-
washing. In pure 
Solomon Schechter style, 

Barbara Wolfe and her marvelous staff created an awesome pro-
gram including: honoring the Covid Response team from L&M Hos-
pital at Harkness Park, reading from the Torah for the first time, and 
developed creative curriculum around the theme of natural disasters 
(ironically chosen before the pandemic) and an end of the year trip to 
Block Island with family and staff that included leaving their mark on 
the historical painted rock. The goal was surely met. 

As I heard about their ventures, I thought back to some of my most 
treasured SSA memories. When I came to Schechter in 1984, the school 
was finally stabilizing and beginning to blossom. I was asked to teach 
grades four and five “temporarily” while the board looked for a new 
teacher. My degree in Secondary Education was not much help. How-
ever, by Thanksgiving I was hooked. My first students, David Bendor, 

Evan Bienstock, Peter Brodkin, 
David Goldsmith, Eric Juli, Abbott 
Miller, Sam Reich, Ned Rosen-
field, Andy Weinstein, Peter Wolf-
man and Anna Zilberman were 
bright, funny and full of energy: 
each with a unique personality 
not to be forgotten. They taught 
me how to teach and I’d like to 
think I eventually helped them 
broaden their horizons. 

With the caring support of 
phenomenal parents and com-
munity leaders our little school 
grew into its name. In 1989, the 
leadership of SSA took a chance 
and named me as their first Head 
of School. Schechter developed 
a reputation for well-prepared 
students, who upon graduation, 
continued to flourish in schools 
from the Connecticut River to 
Westerly, Rhode Island. Equally 
important, they were educated 
in Jewish thought, history and 
practice, capable of leading a 
service and chanting from the 
Torah. From Physical Education 
to hands on science, trope to Tze-
daka, research to performance, 
individual attention to group par-
ticipation, the SSA staff empow-
ered our students to appreciate 

the effort and cre-
ativity required 
to produce excel-
lence. 

Every year saw 
curriculum driven 
Project Nights, 
Tikkun Olam en-
deavors, uplift-
ing student led 
services, amazing 
musical programs 
where every child 
had the opportu-
nity for a leading 
role, and art ex-
hibits displaying 
each child’s work. 
Individual pieces 
were frequently 
recognized in 
the greater com-

munity as well. We exuberantly 
celebrated Jewish and secular 
holidays featuring traditions, 
learning, fun and, of course, food.

We had some of the finest ed-
ucators in the area on our staff. 
Augmenting the teachers and 
support staff, guest instructors 
introduced all kinds of sports 
and other areas of interest and 
volunteers brought their pas-
sions, pursuits and pastimes to 
expand the limits of our students. 
We had field trips to understand 

Solomon Schechter Academy’s final graduating class, 2020-21. 
Graduates in alphabetical order are Grisha Abramov, Rafi Frommer, 
Sammy Frommer, Raffi Manley, Jonathan Patton. SSA staff are in 
the second row.

Solomon Schechter Academy staff and students in 1985, about 
a year after Karen Rosenberg came on board as a temporary 
fourth-fifth grade teacher. Rosenberg was named the first Head 
of School in 1989.

the history of our communities and raise our cultural awareness cul-
minating in an overnight trip for our graduating class. We were among 
the first to take advantage of TEVA, a nature’s classroom program for 
Jewish Day Schools. 

For several years we played basketball against schools in our area 
and Fisher’s Island, learning the skills of competition and good sports-
manship. Our competitive chess teams were quite successful. Our ob-
jective was to help our students become well rounded.

Solomon Schechter Academy gave me the opportunity to have a 
hand in the future of hundreds of amazing young people. I will always 
feel pride in the accomplishments of SSA and its students. 

Thank you for the privilege of experiencing an incredible career 
that I could never have foreseen. It is with pride and love and tears 
in my eyes that I say a final Goodbye to Solomon Schechter Academy. 

By Ben Sales, JTA
Rep. Ted Deutch, a Jewish Democratic congressman from Florida, 

blamed anti-Israel congresspeople in his own party for the recent 
spike in antisemitism.

Speaking at a virtual event with fellow lawmakers on Thursday that 
addressed recent antisemitism in Florida, Deutch called out “people in 
the United States who hear that the entire state of Israel is some un-
acceptable creation,” according to Jewish Insider. He also referenced 
Democrats who oppose Israel or accuse it of “apartheid,” such as Reps. 
Rashida Tlaib, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Cori Bush and Ilhan Omar.

“When we have colleagues whose position is ‘Palestine from the 
river to the sea,’ which includes no place for a Jewish state, and when 
our colleagues…wrongly and falsely describe Israel as an apartheid 
state, there is a context for all of this,” Deutch said, according to Jewish 
Insider.

Deutch added, “Attacks like that against Jews have led to antisemi-
tism and expulsion, and violence around the world.”

Rep. Lois Frankel, a Jewish Democrat who serves a district neigh-
boring Deutch’s, said at the same event that she preferred to “attack 
antisemitism, not necessarily the person,” because “Somehow when 
you attack people who are saying terrible things, you help them raise 
a lot of money,” Jewish Insider reported.

The event took place on the same night as an in-person event at the 
Florida Holocaust Museum in Tampa Bay, protesting a recent vandal-
ism attack against the museum. Last week, the museum was graffitied 
with swastikas and the message “The Jews are guilty.”

At the event, the museum’s executive director, Elizabeth Gelman, 
read a letter to the museum from President Joe Biden condemning the 
vandalism.

“As the president has said, the recent surge in antisemitic attacks is 
despicable, and it must end immediately,” the letter said. “The Biden-
Harris Administration is working every day to stop these attacks and 
to ensure that everyone is safe.”

Rep. Ted Deutch  
blames colleagues for 
spike in antisemitism
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Goldstein received his B.A. from Brandeis University, a Master’s in 
Public Policy from the Harvard Kennedy School of Government, a Mas-
ter’s degree from the Columbia University Graduate School of Journal-
ism, and his law degree from Columbia Law School.

In the United States Senate, he worked as a press secretary to Sena-
tor Frank Lautenberg and as a counsel to the U.S. House Judiciary Com-
mittee.

As a television producer, he won 10 regional Emmy Awards before 
founding Garden State Equality in 2004, New Jersey’s statewide orga-
nization for LGBTQ equality. He advocated for the state to legalize gay 
marriage and was played by Steve Carell in the 2015 movie Freeheld, 
based on the 2008 Academy Award-winning documentary of the same 
name, in which he himself appeared.

He then served as Associate Chancellor for External Relations and 
Associate Professor at Rutgers Law School - teaching courses on social 
justice, American politics, and political communication, and then from 
2016 until September 2017, he was the executive director of the Anne 
Frank Center for Mutual Respect.

Upon stepping down from the Center, he began his studies for the 
Rabbinate. Steven looks forward to visiting again with his friends in 
the Southeastern CT Jewish community and sharing his vision on Zi-
onism.

Hadassah Eastern CT
We’d love to hear from you. 
Please feel free to call or write.

● President: Karen Bloustine bloustinek@gmail.com
860-326-6377

● Membership: Moira Ross moira29ross@hotmail.com
● Donations: Treas. Vicki Seroussi 2 Mitchell Ct 

Norwich, CT 06360
● Cards/Certificates: Kim Fischburg kimfischburg@gmail.com

860-608-9223

   Follow us on Facebook  

GOLDSTEIN CONT. FROM PG 7

“I had to say, ‘No, these are my medical supplies,’” Kalinowski said. 
“Most people who get medicines delivered through the mail get them 
in a package, not a box truck.”

Kalinowski had been spreading the word on Facebook that he was 
seeking a live kidney donation for the best prospects of long-lasting 
recovery. But seven people, including two strangers who saw his posts, 
who offered to donate a kidney proved not to be good matches after 
undergoing tests for suitability, Kalinowski said.

He recently broadened his search to include a potential cadaver 
donor, adding his name to searches conducted by the Yale-New Ha-
ven and Hartford Healthcare hospital groups, as well as Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital. But he still would prefer a live donor.

With his kidneys now functioning at 4%, Kalinowski is just con-
tinuing his daily routine and waiting. He attended a Jeep rally at the 
Hebron Fairgrounds a couple of weeks ago as a treat. He has watched 
YouTube videos on kidney transplant surgeries and occasional TV 
shows on the subject.

“It’s my hope to get my story out as much as possible,” he said, “to 
try to find an angel.”

Anyone who would like to help or has questions about being a living 
donor can contact registered nurse Karen Curreri, clinical transplant 
administrator at Boston Medical Center, at (617) 638-8368 or karen.
curreri@bmc.org.

Day Staff Writer Kimberly Drelich contributed to this report.

KALINOWSKI CONT. FROM PG 5

launched the Coalition for Wom-
en’s Health Equity, along with 
Hadassah’s “Discussing Zionism” 
series and a podcast entitled “The 
Branch” that examines the every-
day lives of Jews and Arabs in Is-
rael forging meaningful relation-
ships. She has a master’s degree 
in Jewish Studies from the Gradu-
ate School of the Jewish Theo-
logical Seminary of America. She 
is a software conversion project 
specialist and a tri-lingual inter-
preter who established the Jewish 

Deaf Resource Center which builds bridges between deaf and hard of 
hearing individuals and the wider Jewish community.

Cheryl Sperber has served 
as President of Hadassah Nas-
sau. She has a master’s degree 
in Reading from Boston Univer-
sity and has worked as a reading 
specialist with both children and 
adult populations. She is active in 
raising funds for Type 1 Diabetes 
Research. She has also worked as 
a software engineer. She and her 
husband are Founders and Keep-
ers of the Gate donors for Hadas-
sah.

Hadassah Members will re-
ceive the Zoom link for the pro-
gram. Everyone in the community 
is welcome to attend. Please con-
tact President Karen Bloustine at 
bloustinek@gmail.com in or-

der to receive the Zoom link for Thursday, June 17 at 7 p.m.

ZOOM ONT. FROM PG 7

Naomi J. Brunnlehrman

Cheryl Sperber

the breadth and depth of Hadassah’s programs.
In our Eastern CT chapter, there are 79 Associates. They have raised 

thousands of dollars for our chapter. In addition to fund-raising, our 
Associates organize social and educational programs. Some of these 
include a Hanukkah lighting cocktail party at the Norwich Inn and 
Spa, a “Whiskey Party”, and talks about vintage cars and the Kentucky 
Bourbon Trail, programs led and produced by Associates Norman Kat-
zoff, Rabbi Aaron Rosenberg, Michael Goldblatt, and Alan Ruditzky.

Alan Ruditzky, co-President of Beth Jacob Synagogue in Norwich 
has been an active Associate for years. He has led the Associates’ fund-
raising campaigns in past years and he is the Donor Campaign Chair 
again this year. This year’s campaign is raising funds for the outfitting 
of a patient hospital room in the iconic Round Building at Hadassah 
Hospital. 

Alan says that: “Each year, I send out a request letter to fellow As-
sociates appealing for yet another round of donations to help with the 
greater good of the Hadassah organization. The response is always sup-
portive and as Campaign Chair, I am part of that fraternity of men mak-
ing  their imprint on the goals of that greater good.” He welcomes new 
Associates, their donations, and their spirit. 

If you are interested to join Hadassah as an Associate, contact Pres-
ident Karen Bloustine at: bloustinek@gmail.com

 In connection with the Donor Campaign, Hadassah is present-
ing a special Zoom program featuring Steven Goldstein with his 
address: “Defending Zionism as a Social Justice Movement”- on 
Tuesday, June 22 at 7 p.m. Everyone in the community is wel-
come to join the Program. Contact President Karen Bloustine at 
bloustinek@gmail.com to receive the Zoom link.

DONOR ONT. FROM PG 7

Remember to send in your subscription

By Jerusalem Post Staff
Israel was elected to join the 

United Nations Economic and 
Social Council (ECOSOC) for the 
first time on Monday, June 7.

Israel received over two-
thirds of the UN members’ vote, 
with 154 countries supporting its 
candidacy for the Group of West-
ern European and Other Coun-
tries (WEOG) regional bloc. 

“Choosing Israel to serve on 
ECOSOC is a recognition of our 
innovation and creativity, which 
serves to benefit all nations of the 
world, as well as evidence of our 
diplomatic efforts throughout 
the international community,” 
Israel’s Ambassador to the UN 
and the United States Gilad Erdan 
said.

As one of only 54 members in 
the ECOSOC (out of the 193 UN 
member nations), Israel will be 
able to vote, propose discussions, 
and spearhead initiatives to pro-
mote global solutions to econom-
ic growth, humanitarian issues 
and a more sustainable world.

The UN’s three main bod-
ies are the Security Council, the 
Human Rights Council, and the 
ECOSOC, which approves plans of 
actions by committees including 
the Committee on the Status of 
Women, the Statistics Committee, 
the Committee on Non-Govern-
mental Organizations, the Com-
mittee on Drugs, the Population 
and Development Committee, the 
Forestry Forum, etc.

“I will continue to lead the 
State of Israel to further achieve-
ments and to expand cooperation 
efforts at the UN, despite efforts 
by the Palestinians and their sup-
porters,” Erdan said of his inten-
tions to see Israel’s influence in 
the UN continue to progress de-
spite the recent flare-up in anti-
semitism and anti-Zionism in the 
wake of the Israel-Gaza fighting 
last month.

Israel elected 
to join UN  

Economic and 
Social Council

The Jewish Leader’s  
independent journalism
depends on donations 
from readers like you.
If you haven’t given to  

the annual appeal
this year, please  

consider giving now.

mailto:karen.curreri@bmc.org
mailto:karen.curreri@bmc.org
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Charlotte Zultowsky

New London - Charlotte Zultowsky, 95, of New London 
died with family present Saturday, May 29, 2021, at Fair-
view Nursing Home in Groton, where she had received care 
for the last several weeks.

Charlotte was born in New London, Feb. 14, 1926, and 
lived in New London her entire life with the exception of 
a short lived stint in New York City. She was the daughter 
of David and Jenny Wool and the wife of Charles Zultowsky 
who predeceased her in 2007.

Charlotte is survived by three daughters, Diane Zul-
towsky (Alec) of Pelham, N.Y., Heidi Zultowsky (Andy) of 
Manchester, and Debra Ciaccio (Edward) of Monroe. She 
has seven grandchildren and one great-grandchild. She was 
predeceased by her daughter Loren; and brothers, Louis 
and Joseph Wool.

Anyone who knew Charlotte knew four things about her - she 
cared deeply about her husband, children, nieces, nephews, cousins, 
grandchildren, and friends; she was a very accomplished Life Master 
of bridge who adored her bridge community; she was an amateur food 
and restaurant critic; and a talented poet who could sit down at a mo-
ment’s notice and write a funny, revealing and heartfelt testimonial to 
friends and family. She will be missed by many.

A graveside service was conducted at 11 a.m. Friday, June 4 in the 
Beth El Cemetery, 52-96 Lestertown Road in Groton. Condolences may 
be shared on Charlotte’s memorial page at www.neilanfuneralhome .

Joshua Ryan John-
son will assist Rabbi 
Marc Ekstrand and 
Cantorial Soloist Sher-
ry Barnes as he be-
comes a Bar Mitzvah 
on Saturday June 26, 
2021 at Temple Ema-
nu-El in Waterford, CT. 

Joshua’s parents are Thea 
Kallan Johnson of Norwich and 
Daniel Johnson of Uncasville. 
His grandparents are Barbara 
and Peter Kallan of Gales Ferry 
and Gloria and Phillip Morris 
of Ledyard. His siblings are  Jil-
lian Kallan, 23;  Ethan Johnson, 
16; and Zachary Johnson, 28.  Joshua has been a member of Temple 
Emanu El his entire life and is the final family member of the Kallan 
and Kallan/Johnson household to celebrate becoming a Bnai Mitzvah 
at Temple Emanu-El.

Joshua is an Eighth-grade student at Leonard J. Tyl Middle School in 
Montville. He loves playing basketball and lacrosse.  He enjoys playing 
video games and spending time with his friends and family. 

Joshua Johnson  
Bar Mitzvah

44726

 Diamonds  ❖  Watches  ❖  Crystal
 Fine Contemporary & Antique Jewelry

 Custom Jewelry Design  ❖  Expert Jewelry & Watch Repair
 Estate Jewelry Bought & Sold

 262 Boston Post Road • Utopia Centre 
 Waterford, CT • (860) 442-4391

 Monday - Thursday 10:00-6:00  ❖  Friday 10:00-7:00  ❖  Saturday 10:00-4:00

 Since 1919 Southeastern Connecticut’s Oldest and Most Respected Jewelers

By Ben Sales, JTA
David Dushman, a Jewish 

soldier who liberated the Aus-
chwitz concentration camp, 
died at 98.

Dushman died on Saturday, 
according to the International 
Olympic Committee.

Dushman drove a tank for 
the Soviet Army when his divi-
sion arrived at Auschwitz, the 
Nazi concentration camp in Po-
land where more than a million 
Jews were murdered, on Jan. 27, 
1945. Dushman mowed down 
the camp’s fence with his tank, 
helping liberate the inmates 
inside, according to Agence 
France-Presse.

“We hardly knew anything 
about Auschwitz,” he said in a 

2015 interview with the Süddeutsche Zeitung, a German publication, 

David Dushman, Jewish soldier and  
Auschwitz liberator dies at 98

according to AFP. “They stag-
gered out of the barracks, sat and 
lay among the dead. Terrible. We 
threw them all our canned food 
and immediately went on to hunt 
down the fascists.”

Dushman was seriously in-
jured in the war but went on 
to become a renowned fencing 
coach. He coached the Soviet 
women’s Olympic fencing team 
from 1952 to 1988, and several 
of his fencers won medals.

At the 1972 Summer Olym-
pics in Munich, when 11 Israeli 
athletes and coaches were mur-
dered by Palestinian terrorists, 
Dushman was sleeping in lodg-
ings across from the Israeli del-
egation.

He moved to Austria and later 
to Munich, where he fenced rec-
reationally until four years ago.

David Dushman at a memorial 
service in Berlin in 2015. (Markus 
Heine/NurPhoto/Getty Images)

By Cnaan Liphshiz, JTA
In two separate incidents, a Jewish cemetery was vandalized in Ro-

mania and Ukraine.
The Center for Monitoring and Combating Antisemitism in Roma-

nia-MCA reported Sunday about the incident in the town of Ploesti, 
located about 50 miles north of Bucharest. Multiple headstones, some 
as recent as 2009, were knocked over. Several were smashed.

On Thursday, at least 10 of the 60 headstones in the Jewish cem-
etery of Radvanka, a western Ukraine village on the outskirts of Uzh-
gorod, according to the United Jewish Community of Ukraine, one of 
several communal interests group. Also, the group said Friday, in an 
unfenced hillside graveyard with overgrown grass, several of the head-
stones were smashed.

In both incidents, police were informed of the damage. There are 
no suspects in either case.

In 2012, the Council of Europe, a intergovernmental body that is 
not part of the European Union, adopted a nonbinding resolution plac-

Headstones smashed at Jewish  
cemeteries in Ukraine and Romania

ing responsibility for the care of 
Jewish cemeteries on national 
governments. The resolution was 
based in part on a report that 
said Jewish cemeteries are “prob-
ably” more vulnerable than other 
cemeteries.

In addition to frequent van-
dalism, including for anti-Semitic 
reasons, at Jewish cemeteries, 
the report also noted instances 
of cemeteries in Eastern Europe 
that have been turned into “resi-
dential areas, public gardens, 
leisure parks, army grounds and 
storage sites; some have been 
turned into lakes.”

By Ron Kampeas, JTA
U.S. voters were split about evenly on whether President Joe Biden’s 

backing of Israel was on target during the recent Israel-Gaza conflict 
or whether he could have done more for the country.

The poll published Tuesday by Vox, a liberal online magazine, found 
that 34% of voters believed that Biden was “not supportive enough of 
Israel” during the recent conflict and 32% thought Biden “had taken 
the right approach towards Israel,” an even split within the survey’s 3 
percentage points margin of error.

Just 15% thought that Biden was “too supportive of Israel.”
Asked the same question about Biden’s support for the Palestin-

ians, 27% said he was too supportive, 33% thought he was taking the 
right approach and 18% thought he was not supportive enough.

Biden during the May 10-21 conflict backed Israel’s right to defend 
itself against rockets fired by Hamas and refused to countenance calls 
from a number of lawmakers on the left-wing of the Democratic Party 
to leverage assistance to get Israel to agree to a cease-fire. In the last 

Biden’s support for Israel during  
Gaza conflict gets mixed results

days of the conflict, Biden called 
on Israel to wind down opera-
tions, which Israel did.

The poll carried out by Data 
for Progress reached 1,319 likely 
voters in the last days of the con-
flict, May 19-21. The poll showed 
greater support for Israel among 
Republicans than Democrats, but 
did not report the number of re-
spondents in subsamples or give 
a margin of error for them.
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For Israel’s first half-century, there was one standard way to mark 
the end of the work week: “Shabbat Shalom.” Over the past two de-
cades, for some secular Israelis, especially those in the Tel Aviv area, a 
different phrase has replaced the traditional one: “sofash na’im,” have 
a pleasant weekend.

The Zionist thinker Ahad Ha’am (the pen name for Asher Ginsberg, 
1856-1927) once said: “More than the Jewish People has kept Shab-
bat, Shabbat has kept the Jews.” I always liked thinking, therefore, that 
all Israelis have a Shabbat, though what they do with it differs greatly. 
Sofash (an abbreviation of “sof shavu’a”) na’im suggests that some Is-
raelis just have a weekend. 

Of course, the two phrases are not mutually exclusive. A person 
could have a Shabbat within their sofash (Israel’s weekend is actu-
ally a bit longer than America’s, as it begins on Thursday night and 
extends right through Saturday night — yes, come Sunday morning 
the State of Israel is kind of sleepy). 

However, other linguistic evidence suggests a distinct reluctance 
to use “Shabbat” for any portion of one’s weekend. For example, the 
big family meal that is a national custom on Friday night is a Shab-
bat meal, since the Jewish day begins at sundown; yet many secular 
Israelis refer to this as “the Friday meal.” Another example has to do 
with the fact that there is no “Saturday” in Hebrew. When they need 
to refer to the day-after-Friday, many secular people link it to the pro-
fane “day,” as in: “I’ll see you at the beach on Shabbat day and we can 
snack on bacon and shrimps” (I’ve waited more than two decades for 
an opportunity to mention this maddening Israeli tendency to use the 
grammatically incorrect plural here).   

There is no gainsaying that some secular Israelis want to avoid 
“Shabbat” as much as possible, as it connotes a religious worldview 
(the word after all does harken back to God’s “resting” from the work of 

creation; see Genesis 2.1-3). And 
yet, from its very inception secu-
larists have populated Israel; so, 
what changed in Israeli culture? 
One explanation is to note that 

“sofash na’im” has grown apace 
with the influence of American 
culture upon Israel. In this view 
“sofash na’im” is fairly harmless 
and just reflects the importance 

of the “weekend” for contemporary life. 
A different explanation for the rise of “so-

fash na’im” ties it to the increasing tensions 
between the secular and the ultra-orthodox 
(haredim). The growing political clout of the 
haredim has encouraged them to try to im-
pose their religious way of life in the public 
sphere, and thus “religious coercion” has 
become a bugaboo for the secular. In a cer-
tain way, therefore, “sofash naim” is a profanation of Shabbat and an 
expression against religious coercion: I’m not going to imply anything 
about the kind of weekend you should have, and I don’t want you im-
plying anything about mine. 

My daughter-in-law Avia has a practical approach to this whole is-
sue. She grew up in a Sephardic (Yemenite) family with Shabbat tradi-
tions, and so while neither she nor her extended family is religiously 
observant, she wishes them all a “Shabbat Shalom.” Concerning her 
friends and colleagues, it depends; for the religious, Avia uses “Shab-
bat Shalom”; for the secular, she uses “sofash naim,” as she feels that 
the traditional greeting “does not speak to them.” 

I, on the other hand, always use “Shabbat Shalom,” even for a per-
son whom I know prefers “sofash na’im,” such as Nir, the man who 
delivers my newspaper. On a recent Friday morning, Nir gave me my 
paper and I wished him a “Shabbat Shalom,” but quick as a flash the 
son-of-a-gun responded: “Shabbat Shalom, sof shavu’a naim.” 

Ah, well. May this difference be our biggest problem for many years 
to come.

the legacy of her fa-
ther, the students pre-
sented their project to 
Goldblatt on the date 
of her father’s birth-
day. 

Student Anna An-
derson noted, “The 
task of keeping these 
painful memories 
alive couldn’t be ac-
complished in a better 
way. In my opinion, the 
Encountering Survi-
vors program excelled 
in presenting such a 
heavy story in a very 
engaging format. Most 
of all, I appreciated the 
personal connection 
our class felt to Ms. 
Goldblatt.” 

Teacher Brian Ash 
said, “The program 

has become one of my students’ favorite class activities.  It allows us 
to engage in a living history project, practice interviewing skills, and 
explore the relevant topics of racism, survival, and immigration from 
the stories of people in our own community. All of the JFEC’s programs 
help to connect our students in a very real, emotional, and personal 
way to the history they learn in the classroom.”

Students from Norwich Free Academy’s genocide class learned 
about Jacob and Eva Biber’s story of survival from their son, Joe. 
Joe’s parents were hunted and on the run from the Nazi’s for 3 ½ years 
through the woods and surrounding areas of Matziev, Poland. Despite 
all they endured on their horrific journey, Jacob and Eva did not let 
those negative experiences define them.  

On route to Foehrenwald displaced persons camp in Germany, Ja-

cob gave bread to starving Ger-
man children. “A takeaway I took 
from the interview with Mr. Biber 
was the fact that love perseveres 
through evil . . . After the trau-
matic events his father endured, 
he wanted to help people, and he 
wanted to help spread the love 
of life after facing these horrific 
acts of evil.” said a Norwich Free 
Academy student. 

At Old Saybrook High School, 
students in the African Ameri-
can History/Latinx Studies class 
learned the story of host Tamara 
Lanier’s family, going back to 
her enslaved ancestors, Renty 
Taylor and his daughter Delia. 
In a landmark case, Lanier sued 
Harvard University regarding the 
possession and use of daguerreo-
types, an early form of photog-
raphy used to capture degrading 
images of Renty and Delia against 
their will.  

In a unique final project, 
the students created a mock 
trial of Lanier’s case, utilizing 
information from their program 
meetings and other research to 
develop opening statements, tes-
timony, closing statements and 
juror deliberation. The student’s 
work elicited an emotional re-
sponse from Lanier, who shared 
that the students showed a thor-
ough understanding of numer-

ous issues surrounding the case: racial science, privacy and copyright 
issues, reparations, and rights under the 13th amendment. 

Lanier also shared experiences of her mother growing up in the Jim 
Crow south and her uncle’s participation on the Montgomery Bus Boy-
cott. Reflecting on the experience, Ashlyn Korpak said, “It was very 
special to be able to branch out of our town and learn about some-
one’s personal story and be able to connect it to what I’m learning in 
African-American/Latinx Studies and also US History.”

At Fishers Island school, students took what they learned from 
Encountering Differences program host Lonnie Braxton, develop-
ing, and presenting their learnings in a series of all school assemblies. 
Braxton shared his experiences growing up in Greenville, MI, and the 
powerful messages of working to promote societal change and the 
importance of educating oneself and forming one’s own opinions as 
his parents instilled in him.  Students learned about the importance of 
their voice, through deeds and exercising their right to vote.  Braxton’s 
family was avidly involved in voting rights, a legacy he continues.  

Student, Lydia D. said, “This program has helped me understand 
the struggle people have gone through on a personal level. Having 
someone who has lived through the experience to ask questions helps 
students get real answers.”

Through fostering connections with members of our community 
who relay personal accounts of history and draw parallels to the mod-
ern world, students take away impactful lessons which empower a 
new generation. 

STUDENTS ONT. FROM PG 1

Daguerreotype of Renty Taylor used to 
promote racist theory (Courtesy of Tamara 
Lanier) 
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The Jewish Filmfest thanks  
its sponsors for their support  

ensuring another successful year!

Yale NewHaven Health, Lawrence + Memorial Hospital
Rita Hendel & Family | Patricia Hendel & Family

Litchfield Distillery | Valenti Auto Group | The Nutmeg Companies, Inc.
Steven & Debra Daren | Sayet & Seder, Attorneys at Law | Carol Curland 

The Leiser Family Foundation | Mallove’s Jewelers | Congregation Sharah Zedek  
Minuteman Press | Hochberg Holocaust and Human Rights Education Committee

JUNE 2021 FEATURES 
 

THEY AIN’T READY FOR ME (USA; English; 88 minutes) 

Speaker: Sunday, June 6, 7:30  pm

 
 

 
THE SPY BEHIND HOME PLATE (USA; English; 100 minutes) 

 
CRESCENDO (Germany; English and Hebrew w/English subtitles; 106 minutes) 

Speaker: Sunday, June 27, 7:30 pm


