
VOL. XLVII NO.8                                     PUBLISHED BI-WEEKLY                                APRIL 23, 2021/11 IYYAR 5781                    NEXT DEADLINE APR. 30, 2021                           16 PAGES 

Serving The Jewish Communities of  Eastern Connecticut & Western R.I. CHANGE SERVICE
REQUESTEDRETURN TO: 28 Channing St., New London, CT 06320

HOW TO REACH US - PHONE 860-442-8062 • FAX 860-540-1475 • EMAIL MIMI@JFEC.COM • BY MAIL: 28 CHANNING STREET, NEW LONDON, CT 06320

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Norwich, CT 06360

Permit #329

FILM CONT. ON PG 13

The Jewish Federation of Eastern 
Connecticut (JFEC) is proud to present 
eastern Connecticut’s 27th annual 
Jewish FilmFest of Eastern CT which will run from Thursday, May 6 
through Sunday, June 27, 2021. The Jewish FilmFest is overjoyed to 
present this year’s FilmFest VIRTUAL and FREE* 

Separate registration is required for films and speakers. You can 
register for films and speakers at jfec.com. On the home page scroll 
down to the calendar and click the first date of the movie you want 
and follow the prompts.  Registration links for speakers will be on the 
federation calendar and will also be sent in the JFEC Friday messages, 
so watch for it in your emails.

The Jewish FilmFest of Eastern CT seeks to enrich the moviegoer 
experience by presenting special guest speakers after select 
screenings. A variety of filmmakers, producers, and actors, engaged 
with us this year for post-Q&A sessions, at no additional cost. Pre-
registration is required. 

Should you wish to donate to the Jewish FilmFest, please mail 
checks to JFEC, 28 Channing Street, New London, CT 06320 and write 
“FilmFest” in the memo line.

If you receive the Jewish Leader, you will receive a postcard in the 
mail listing all the movies and their descriptions by the end of April.

The Jewish FilmFest would like to thank the following sponsors for 
their support: 

• Yale New Haven Health-Lawrence+Memorial Hospital 
• Rita Hendel & Family 
• Patricia Hendel & Family 
• Litchfield Distillery 
• Valenti Auto Group 
• Steven & Debra Daren 
• Congregation Sharah Zedek
• Mallove’s Jewelers 
• Sayet & Seder, Attorneys at Law 
• The Nutmeg Companies 
• Carol Curland
• Harry Leiser

THURSDAY (12:01 am) – SUNDAY (11:59 pm), 
MAY 6-9 

LOVE IN SUSPENDERS  
(Israel; Hebrew with English subtitles, 2019, 79 minutes)

When absent-minded widow Tami accidentally hits 70-year-old 
widower Beno with her car, the last thing on her mind is love and 
romance. Trying to ensure Beno will not sue her, she invites him over 
to her apartment. Against her wishes, and although she finds it hard 
to move on following her husband’s death, Tami starts falling for 
Beno, who is head over heels in love with her. But will their budding 
relationship survive the scrutiny of their children? Israeli Oscar-winner 
Shlomo Bar-Aba (MJFF 2016 film Hill Start) gives a heartwarming 

27th Jewish FilmFest opens May 6
By Tammy Kaye

JFEC Program Coordinator
Keeping the inspiring stories of Holocaust survivors in the forefront 

of our minds is increasingly important with each passing year. These 
stories remind us not only of the gross capability of evil exhibited by 
the perpetrators but also remind us of the incredible strength and 
resilience of those who lived through this egregious time in history.

The Rose and Sigmund Strochlitz Holocaust Resource center will 
host its first community Holocaust education series, Stories That 
Survived, featuring children of Holocaust survivors from across the 
globe whose parents’ remarkable personal stories have not been 
heard in our community before.

The virtual series begins Monday, May 3 at 7:30 pm with Marlene 
W. Yahalom, PhD., Director of Education for the American Society for 
Yad Vashem (ASYV) and child and grandchild of Holocaust Survivors.

Dr. Yahalom’s program will utilize family artifacts dating from 1820 
– 2020 to tell her family’s story. Her maternal grandparents survived 
Auschwitz-Birkenau and other concentration camps. Her paternal 
grandparents were hidden in Belgium and survived. Her mother 
survived forced labor camps and her father survived as a hidden 

Stories That Survived

child in a Monastery in Belgium 
and later joined the Belgian 
resistance until the end of the 
war. After the war, he emigrated 
to Israel and fought for Israel’s 
independence as an enlisted 
soldier in the Palmach. The 
Palmach was the elite fighting 

By Marcia Reinhard, JFEC Ass’t Director
As I am about to write my article for the next 

pair of emissaries, I am struck by the fact that it is 
my 16th article. I cannot believe I am writing an 
introduction for Tal Gilboa and Guy Carmi and that 
they were, not only our 16th pair, but it was 4 ½ 
years ago when they first arrived! It seems like they 
were just here last year. 

I have read their articles and they are wonderful, 
as were the many articles written by so many 
emissaries before them. However, the approach with 
which they all write is so different. 

As you will learn from Tal and Guy, while the 
military plays a big part in their lives right now, they 
are in very different stages. I was touched by both of 
their writings but not for the same reason. I hope, 
when you read their articles, you will be touched by 
their genuine love for us and the impact their year 
with us had on them.

Tal and Guy had a great year together. They had 

Many memories, moments, 
and opportunities

wonderful host families, they worked well together 
and worked through all challenges and differences 
calmly and respectfully. They were at everything 
in the community that was humanly possible to 
attend and they both cared deeply about what they 
were here to do. 

It gave me great pleasure seeing how much they 
enjoyed teaching all the children in our community, 
from the youngest ones at Solomon Schechter and 
the religious schools to the oldest ones - our teens 
- at Jewish Community High School and Yachad 
BBYO. They made so many wonderful connections 
with the kids and had a special bond with the teens. 

Their school presentations were energetic 
and very interactive. Tal, especially, felt strongly 
that their presentations should do more than 
teach them through pictures and narratives. She 
believed the students would learn and remember 
even more if they were actively engaged. Guy was 

MEMORIES CONT. ON PG 10

As the verdict in the Derek Chauvin trial was 
announced on April 20, T’ruah, a rabbinic human 
rights organization representing over 2,000 rabbis 
and cantors and their communities in North America, 
released the following statement applauding 
the guilty conviction, while also recommitting to 
transforming the systems that lead to racist violence 
too often perpetuated by police officers, who are 
charged with protecting all of us–not only some of 
us.

STORIES CONT. ON PG 2

Rabbis Applaud Conviction of Chauvin
Rabbi Jill Jacobs, executive director of T’ruah, 

released the following statement: 
“‘Judgment shall again accord 
with justice and all the upright 
shall rally to it.’ (Psalm 94:15)

“We applaud the decision of a jury to hold 
former officer Derek Chauvin guilty on all three 
counts after he choked the life out of George 

RABBIS CONT. ON PG 10

http://www.jfec.com
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Candle Lighting for Eastern CT area

Since 1946 

Energy Saving Windows & Doors! 
ORDER FACTORY DIRECT! 
Vinyl Replacement & New Construction Windows 
Storm Windows & Commercial Aluminum 
Professional Installation Available 

 

~ Duralite warm edge spacer stays warmer and keeps you cozy. 
            ~ When you’re cozy you save energy and money! 
   ~ Saving energy is also good for the environment.  
                ~ Stay comfortable and keep moisture out. 
         ~ Duralite glass space is the best in the  
                                                          industry! 

860.848.9258 
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 
www.alltimemfg.com 

Event details
What: Let’s Talk Shtisel: Women for Israel Annual Event 
When: Monday, May 10, 2021 at 7:00 pm ET
Where: Zoom. Register at jnf.org/wfivirtualevent
Cost: Free to attend
Questions? Contact Dar Nadler at dnadler@jnf.org

Jewish National Fund-USA’s (JNF-USA) Women for Israel will host 
the largest, most anticipated national WFI event of the year on May 
10 featuring Michael Aloni  — the actor best known for his roles in 
the award-winning Netflix original series Shtisel and When Heroes Fly. 

Aloni will be interviewed by Danna Stern, the Managing Director 
of Israel’s yesStudios who Hollywood Reporter credits with “turning 
Israel into a global television powerhouse.” Event attendees will get an 
exclusive look into the actor’s “20-year overnight success story,” and 
what it’s like to work on a show nominated for 16 Israeli Ofir awards 
(Israeli version of the Oscars) including Best Drama.   

They will also receive an exclusive sneak peek at Aloni’s new TV 
show based on the international best-selling book, The Beauty Queen 
of Jerusalem. 

“JNF-USA Women for Israel has quickly become one of the most 
philanthropically impactful groups in the U.S. and a lot of that has 
to do with powerful women who are leading our movement to new 
heights,” said National Event Co-Chair and New England Women for 
Israel Chair Rhonda Forman. “Unlike much of the corporate sector, 
the philanthropic world is driven by women. We are not only part 
of the conversation; we are leading it, added Event Co-Chair Beth 
Moskowitz.”

 “Shtisel” star Michael Aloni to headline JNF-USA event
Aloni became popular 

among Americans after the hit 
show Shtisel started streaming 
on Netflix. The series, which 
launched its highly awaited third 
season on March 25, follows 
a Haredi family living in an 
ultra-Orthodox neighborhood 
of Jerusalem and became an 
immediate world-wide success 
in religious and non-religious 
households alike. Aloni plays 
Akiva Shtisel, an artist who 
paints and sketches beautiful 
masterpieces and according to 
the New York Post, “takes in the 
world’s majesty through dazzled, 
glass-green eyes.”

“Hand-in-hand with our 
affiliates, JNF-USA’s Women for 
Israel continue to drive change 
throughout the Jewish world,” 
said Forman. “If you’re looking to 
make an impact, and supporting 
an organization where women 
have an equal say at the decision 
table is important to you, you 
should make JNF-USA your voice 
in Israel.”

Every year in May, JNF-USA 
celebrates the power of women 
during JNF-USA’s Women’s 
Month. This year, thanks to the 
generosity of Jayne Klein and 
Paula Gottesman, all donations 
will be matched up to $1 million. 

Visit jnf.org/ondemand to 
view additional upcoming virtual 
events. 

About Jewish National Fund-
USA

JNF-USA is the leading 
philanthropic organization for 
Israel that supports critical 
environmental and nation 
building activities in Israel’s 
north and south. Through its 
One Billion Dollar Roadmap for 
the Next Decade, JNF-USA is 

developing new communities in the Galilee and Negev, connecting the 
next generation to Israel, and creating infrastructure and programs 
that support ecology, individuals with special needs, and heritage site 
preservation.

About Women for Israel
Women for Israel is a dynamic group of female philanthropists 

who share a passion for building a prosperous future for the land and 
people of Israel. With nearly 60,000 donors, WFI members account for 
approximately 25% of JNF-USA’s total giving, contributing $30 million 
to date. Learn more.

force of the Jewish community in Palestine during the period of the 
British Mandate. The Palmach later merged with other military groups 
to form the present day Israeli Defense Forces (IDF). 

Dr. Yahalom has spent the last 20 years developing ASYV’s 
educational outreach programs for students and the community. 
She is also engaged in Holocaust training for educators and oversees 
traveling exhibitions to raise public awareness of the lessons of the 
Holocaust. Through a joint partnership between ASYV and JFEC, Dr. 
Yahalom has led educational programming that has reached countless 
students in our local area ensuring the lessons of the Nazi genocide are 
ever present. Her deep connection to the Holocaust on a personal as 
well as a professional level are sure to make for an engaging program.

The Rose and Sigmund Strochlitz Holocaust Resource Center 
uses the lessons of the Holocaust to help combat group hatred of all 
kinds – racial, religious, ethnic, and political. The Center’s flagship 
Encountering Programs enable students to learn first-hand accounts 
of history and examine their own role in creating a just society.

Register at www.jfec.com on the calendar for the Zoom link. This 
program is offered free of charge.

STORIES CONT. FROM PG 1

http://www.jfec.com
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JT’s All Seasons Landscaping
Call Joel Tomsky @ 860-271-9549 

Lawn Care • Fertilizing • Mulching 

Ask about our senior rates

Hedge & Tree 
Trimming

Spring Cleanup

Commercial
and

Residential

Driveway 
Sealing

Dump Runs

and more!

Locally owned
&  operated

Insured #MPT7743H •  LLC 1101711
This is the perfect time 

for pruning trees & shrubs

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
Reservations 
required.  
Please call Carly 
at 
(806-333-8218) 

All Kosher 
Hot Lunches 
(KHL) begin 
@ 12:30.   

April 29 
3 pm Deadline 
to reserve 5/3 
lunch 

April 30 1. 

2. 3. 
Stuffed Shells 

4. 5. 6. 
3 pm Deadline 
to reserve 5/10 
lunch

7. 8. 

9. 10. 
Eggplant 
Parmesan 

11. 12. 13. 14. 15. 

16. 17. Office Closed

 

18. Office Closed 19. 20. 
3 pm Deadline 
to reserve 5/24 
lunch

21. 22. 

23. 24. 
Baked Ziti 

25. 26. 27. 28 29

30. 31 Office Closed June 1 June 2 June 3 
3 pm Deadline 
to reserve 6/7 
lunch

June 4 

May 2021 Senior Connections 

It’s Springtime!
The weather is getting warmer, the birds are chirping, and the smell 

of fresh cut grass fills the air. What better thing to do than to go out and 
enjoy the sun? It is time for us to return to in-person gatherings. No 
more Zoom! What better way to enjoy a picnic than in the fresh air? 
This is where old friends get to catch up and new relationships and 
bonds are made. So come hungry and stay for the conversation. 

Lunch and Kibbitz – Coming in May
For May and June, lunches will be catered by Pizzarama in New 

London. When making your reservation, let us know if you have any 
food allergies we need to let Pizzarama know about. The menu will 
be varied and includes a hot entrée, grinder, or a salad. Refer to the 
schedule below.

Deadline to reserve your meal will be the Thursday before the 
luncheon, by 3 PM so we can place the order by Friday. 

All events will take place on Mondays at 12:30 pm at Bates Woods 
Park, 80 Chester St. New London, CT 06230. The park is right down 
the street from New London High School. Bates Woods Park has plenty 
of free parking and multiple pavilions to keep us in the shade when the 
sun is shining brightly.

May 3 Stuffed Shells - Pasta shells baked with tomato sauce and 
ricotta cheese, covered with a layer of mozzarella cheese.  

May 10 Eggplant 
Parmesan - Fried eggplant 
baked in tomato sauces and 
Mozzarella cheese. 

May 24 Baked Ziti - Ziti 
baked with tomato sauce, 
ricotta cheese and mozzarella 
cheese baked throughout. 

June 7 Spinach Pie - 
Spinach and Feta sit in between two layers of dough. 

June 14 Individual Pizza’s - No explanation needed, right?
June 21 Stuffed Shells - Pasta shells baked with tomato sauce; 

ricotta cheese covered in a layer 
of mozzarella cheese. 

June 28 Eggplant parmesan 
- Fried eggplant covered with 
tomato sauce and Mozzarella 
cheese. 

Stuff you need to know about 
our events 

Carly’s Schedule – Please call 
Carly at 860-333-8218, Monday through Friday 9:00 AM to 3:00PM 
for all reservations or questions regarding senior services. We have 
limited space available so please call as soon as possible to make sure 
you get a seat.

Senior Connections

By Gabe Friedman, JTA
Steven Spielberg has launched a 

film foundation called Jewish Story 
Partners to fund documentaries 
that “tell stories about a diverse 
spectrum of Jewish experiences, 
histories, and cultures.”

It’s funded by the Righteous 
Persons Foundation, which 
Spielberg and his actress wife Kate 
Capshaw founded after Spielberg’s 
experience making “Schindler’s 
List” in 1993. Two Jewish 
philanthropies — the Maimonides 
Fund and the Jim Joseph 
Foundation — also contributed 
funds. (Both organizations also 
help fund 70 Faces Media, the 
Jewish Telegraphic Agency’s 
parent company.)

“We are especially proud to 
help establish this initiative — 
which will make visible a fuller range of Jewish voices, identities, 
experiences, and perspectives — at a time when social divisions run 
painfully deep and mainstream depictions too often fail to reflect the 
Jewish community in all its complexity,” Spielberg and Capshaw said in 
a statement Thursday announcing the foundation.

The organization, which starts with $2 million, will soon announce 
its first round of grantees, who will receive $500,000 in total this year. 
It is already taking applications for a second round of grants and says 
it hopes to ramp up its funding over time.

The project’s director is Roberta Grossman, a filmmaker who 
has specialized in Jewish-themed documentaries. Caroline Libresco, 
a longtime Sundance Film Festival programmer, will be its artistic 
director. And “Friends” creator Marta Kauffman is a board member.

“I’m looking forward to helping create a stable and lasting funding 
organization that can fill the funding gap for independent filmmakers 
who want to tell a Jewish story,” Kauffman said in a statement.

Spielberg’s Righteous Persons Foundation has funded a range of 

Steven Spielberg launches foundation 
to fund Jewish-themed documentaries

Stephen Spielberg and Kate Capshaw attend the 2018 Arthur Miller 
Foundation Honors at City Winery in New York City, Oct. 22, 2018. 
(Mike Coppola/Getty Images)

Jewish initiatives beyond the film 
world, including the USC Shoah 
Foundation, which has created 
an archive of recorded Holocaust 
survivor testimonies.

Spielberg is also a recent 
recipient of the Genesis Prize, 
nicknamed the “Jewish Nobel,” 
which is given to “extraordinary 
individuals for their outstanding 
professional achievement, 
contribution to humanity, and 
commitment to Jewish values.” 
He said he will donate his $1 
million prize earnings along 
with $1 million of his own to 10 
different organizations fighting 
for racial and economic justice.
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On Your Own
Backyard Scavenger Hunt
Lag B'Omer
Begins at sunset, April 29th

In Jewish tradition, we count the 49 days between 
the second night of Passover and the beginning of 
Shavuot. This is called S’firat Ha’Omer (“The Counting of the Omer”). 
On the 33rd day of counting, we celebrate the holiday of Lag B’Omer.

Hiking is a popular activity on Lag B'Omer. Even if the parks are closed, families can 
enjoy nature in their own backyards. This scavenger hunt adds a Jewish twist by 
connecting to the story of creation in the Torah.

“Lag” is an abbreviated combination of two Hebrew letters that, according to 
Hebrew numerology, add up to the number 33.Lag B’Omer is traditionally 
celebrated with great joy. Jewish sources offer a range of opinions as to the 
origins of this joy.

Jewish Federation of Eastern CT

Contact Barbara Wolfe at 
PJLibrary@jfec.com for Zoom Link

By Ron Kampeas, JTA
“Tragically, 76 years after the end of the Holocaust, anti-Semitism 

remains a serious and growing danger for Jews in Europe, the Middle 
East, the United States, and elsewhere in the world,” said the letter 
sent April 19 and spearheaded by Sens. Jacky Rosen, D-Nev., and Jim 
Lankford, R-Okla, the task force chairs, and signed by another 20 
senators on the panel.

“To combat the rising tide of global anti-Semitism, the State 
Department’s Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat Anti-Semitism 
works to promote accurate Holocaust education, improve the safety 
and security of at-risk Jewish communities, ensure foreign public 
officials condemn anti-Semitic discourse, and strengthen foreign 
judicial systems in their prosecution of anti-Semitic incidents.”

The letter noted that a law passed just before President Donald 
Trump left office elevates the position to ambassador level, lending 
it more prestige and clout within the State Department. The new 
designation also means that any nominee requires Senate confirmation.

The task force brings together senators who otherwise would 
have little to do with one another in an increasingly polarized Senate. 
Among the signatories are Tom Cotton, the conservative Republican 
from Arkansas, and Raphael Warnock, the freshman liberal from 
Georgia.

Speculation within the organized Jewish community has been rife 
as to who will get the job, with a number of figures named as front-
runners. Some applicants for the job have made their interest public, 
although the Biden administration has not given any serious indication 
of any leading candidate.

Trump left the position unfilled for two years until he named Elan 
Carr in early 2019 following multiple calls from Jewish groups and 
Congress members.

President urged to name  
antisemitism ambassador

By Times of Israel Staff
With most of its population vaccinated against COVID-19, Israel on 

Sunday, April 18, dropped the requirement to wear masks outdoors 
and fully reopened schools for the first time in over a year.

Although the nationwide mandate on mask-wearing outdoors was 
officially lifted, masks must still be worn in public places indoors and 
the Health Ministry recommends they continue to be worn outdoors 
as well in large gatherings.

Israel lifts outdoor mask mandate
Meanwhile, all students from 

daycare to 12th grade will return 
to regular in-person classes on 
Sunday, ending the requirement 
that some children still learn in 
smaller class sizes.

Children in grades 5-9 had 
been the only 
remaining students 
required to study in 
socially distanced 
“capsules” or pods. 
Students will still 
be required to wear 
masks indoors but 
will be allowed to 
take them off during 
gym class, when they 
eat, and in between 
classes.

After suffering a 
severe third wave 
of the pandemic, 
Israel’s situation has 
rapidly improved in 
recent months as it 
has carried out the 
world’s fastest per 
capita vaccination 
drive. Over half of the 
population is fully 
inoculated against 
COVID-19, and the 
results have been 
evident, with the 
number of daily new 

cases and serious cases dropping 
to levels not seen in months.

Israelis at a No-Masks outdoor dance party for COVID-19 vaccinated guests only, 
at the Tel Shifon Winery, in Kibbutz Ortal, northern Golan Heights, March 19, 
2021. (Michael Giladi/Flash90)

As the caseload has dropped, Israel has gradually rolled back 
coronavirus restrictions by opening businesses, event venues and 
other activities. The national virus czar Nachman Asch has said the 
entire economy will be able to fully reopen next month if there is no 
new rise in contagion.

Just 105 new coronavirus cases were diagnosed Friday, and just 
202 Israelis were in serious condition with the virus. The latest Health 
Ministry figures show there are 2,586 active cases. The death toll since 
the start of the pandemic stood at 6,315.

The ministry also said 5,343,001 Israelis have received at least one 
coronavirus vaccine dose and 4,969,767 have received two shots.

Health Ministry Director-General Chezy Levy acknowledged 
the declining case numbers in an interview with the Kan public 
broadcaster on Saturday, but urged Israelis not to act as if the country 
were entirely in the clear.

“There is a huge drop in morbidity, but my advice is that where 
people congregate very closely together they should wear a mask,” he 
said. “We must behave correctly in order not to scuttle the progress 
made.”

Levy lamented that 20 percent of teachers in the country are still 
not vaccinated, adding that with children below the age of 16 unable 
to inoculate, “we’re taking risks here as well.” Levy has predicted that 
vaccination for 12- to 15-year-olds will begin next month.

44726

 Diamonds  ❖  Watches  ❖  Crystal
 Fine Contemporary & Antique Jewelry

 Custom Jewelry Design  ❖  Expert Jewelry & Watch Repair
 Estate Jewelry Bought & Sold

 262 Boston Post Road • Utopia Centre 
 Waterford, CT • (860) 442-4391

 Monday - Thursday 10:00-6:00  ❖  Friday 10:00-7:00  ❖  Saturday 10:00-4:00

 Since 1919 Southeastern Connecticut’s Oldest and Most Respected Jewelers
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    By  

Artie
  Dean

The Vaccination Part 3- Conclusion

Everyone counts:   We are counting on you!
Here in Eastern Connecticut the JFEC works to support, sustain  

and revitalize Jewish life. But we can’t do it without you.  
Send in your donation today.

From last week…
Sherrill’s eyes are closed now. Her head nods in rhythm with her 

breathing. “The whole world need’s redemption,” she mumbles as she 
falls into a deep sleep. 

She dreams she’s a Jew in Egypt in Moses’ time. She’s supposed to 
smear lamb’s blood on her door to avert the angel of death, but her 
elderly neighbor asks for her pail. She wants to say no, but a deep 
sense of shame turns her mute. The neighbor returns her pail empty, 
laughs and turns away. “Nooooo!” Sherrill yells. “I need it too!” She 
wants to hide from the angel of death, but her legs no longer move. 
But then someone is shaking her. “Sherrill, Sherrill…. Sherrill,” a voice 
like thunder is saying with increasing power. She opens her eyes 
expecting to see the Grim Reaper himself, but instead it’s her father. 
As she composes herself, the Zoom session winds down. Michael leads 
a passable Chad Gad Yah off key, while everyone joins in the chorus. 

Finally, the Seder is over. Sherrill climbs the stairs to her bedroom 
and tries to sleep, but the events of the last few days have shaken her 
to the core. She can’t stop thinking of Michael and her hopes for the 
future. She wants to live a normal life. She wants to be married, but 
how can they without gainful employment? Somewhere around two 
am she drifts off. Her dream of ancient Egypt begins immediately. She 
stands on the banks of a river running red with blood.  A robed man is 
speaking of the Plagues to come. While he looks like Charlton Heston 
in the Ten Commandments, when he speaks, he sounds instead like Dr. 
Anthony Fauci.

And now the conclusion…
Michael and Sherrill continue volunteering at the clinic. Each day 

they attend to their duties hoping someone might miss an appointment 
and they’d be offered a shot. But with each passing day that becomes 
more unlikely as more age groups seek out vaccination. 

Advertising campaigns tout the benefits. The mayor travels through 
disadvantaged neighborhoods spreading encouragement. Joe Biden’s 
vaccination is broadcast live on national tv. Anthony Fauci seems to be 
on every talk show in America. Dr. Rachel Wallensky of the CDC has 
higher Nielsen ratings than former president Donald J. Trump.

Long lines form outside the clinic with eager Medicare enrollees. 
Those without appointments wait patiently praying for someone not 
to show up for their vaccination. 

Each night friends call Sherrill, hoping she might help them jump 
the waiting list. 

“Can you get me the Pfizer?” they ask. “No? Moderna? Astrazeneca?”
Sherrill listens patiently. “May 1 we’ll all become eligible,” she says, 

reliving for a moment the disappointment of not getting a shot when 
she was so close.

“Really, I’m desperate, I’ll even take a leftover J and J. Come on girl, 
give me a break. I haven’t seen my boyfriend for a year.”

“We’re all in this together. May 1.”
“My boyfriend might be fooling around with some vaccinated 

bimbo by then. How can you be so selfish?”
“Sorry. I haven’t been able to get one myself.”
“Well, then, what’s the point of volunteering?”
Sherrill hesitates. “To help people?” she says timidly, her voice 

breaking. But by then her friend has hung up. Sherrill daydreams about 
better times. She imagines reopening her restaurant when people start 
dining out, perhaps getting an apartment of her own where she and 
Michael might start a life together. She closes her eyes and pictures her 
honeymoon, sipping a Mai Tai on the deck of their Alaskan Cruise ship 
as they pass glaciers that dwarf the Empire State building.

Friday, the last day of Sherrill’s clinic work arrives. The clinic teems 

with activity. Sherrill takes time 
with each patient, answering 
their questions with concern no 
matter how many times she’s 
said the same thing. All morning 
the Head Nurse avoids making 
eye contact with Sherrill. At two 
in the afternoon, the Head Nurse 
approaches, a finger to her lips. 
“I’ve got an extra dose today,” she 
says in a whisper. But we’ve got 
three volunteers. You, Michael, 
and Marla. I’ll have you draw lots. 
Interested?” 

Sherrill takes a deep breath. 
The thrill of an offered shot sets 
her heart racing. Her gaze seeks 
out Michael at the other end of 
the clinic, busy working with 
patients, likely unaware of the 
choice being offered. The thought 
of getting the shot without 
Michael being vaccinated seems 
preposterous. It was his idea to 
volunteer in the first place. Sherrill 
takes a deep breath. What good 
would it do if he weren’t safe as 
well? 

“I’ll pass,” she says after a long 
pause. “Could you give my chance 
for the shot to Michael?”

The nurse shrugs. “You’re 
quite a couple,” she says, then 
hurries off when her pager 
buzzes.

***

On the other side of the clinic 
Michael is wiping down tables 
with disinfectant. He gathers a 
group of pens and wipes them 
down as well, a motion he can 
perform in his sleep.

An elderly man with trembling 
hands needs help filling out his 
forms. Michael comes to his aid, 
reviewing the questions and 
patiently entering the answers.

“God bless you,” the old man 
says and gets in line for his shot.

Michael ponders the pleasure 
he’s gotten at the clinic. A sense 
of sadness washes over him at the 
thought of never returning. He 
returns to his tasks daydreaming 
of what life might be like after the 
pandemic. He pictures working 
in a reopened theater, sharing an 
apartment with Sherrill, perhaps 
stopping by at her restaurant, 
if she ever raises the funds to 
reopen.

The Head Nurse is heading 
his way, a whimsical smile on 
her face. “I’ve got a gift for you 
from Sherrill,” she whispers. She 
opens her palm to reveal a small 
syringe.

“What are you talking about?” 
When she explains his jaw drops. 
His eyes seek out Sherrill on the 

other side of the clinic, but she’s engrossed in her work, unaware of 
his gaze.

He takes a deep breath. For a moment he imagines taking the 
subway without terror, passing people on the street without fear, 
going for job interviews without a mask. He thinks of taking the shot. 
After all it’s what she wanted. Then he shakes his head. “What good 
would it do to be vaccinated without her?”

The Head Nurse smiles. “True love,” she mutters and shrugs. “Can’t 
say I didn’t try,” she says, then hurries off to administer the coveted 
shot to Marla.

A little while later Sherrill and Michael take a break and meet in the 
hall. Sherrill is incredulous. “I can’t believe you didn’t take the shot!” 

“I might say the same thing about you. He looks around and when 
no one is watching he kisses her. “We’re in this together, aren’t we? 
Besides, my grandmother always told me that everything always 
happens for a reason.”

The day ends. Michael and Sherrill say their goodbyes. 
“I’m sorry to see you go,” the Head Nurse says. “You’re the best 

volunteers we’ve ever had. I hope to see you again someday. If this 
weren’t a pandemic, I’d kiss you both.

Michael nods, a lump in his throat. Sherrill dabs at her eyes. 
They leave the clinic with the feeling that the previous week was an 
experience of a lifetime.

Michael resumes looking for work in the theater and finds nothing. 
Sherrill investigates reopening her restaurant, but with 25% capacity 
the bank rejects her loan application. 

“Call us back after the pandemic,” the loan officer says.
A few days later they cancel their honeymoon cruise. Then, one day, 

while they’re taking a walk, Sherrill gets a call from a phone number 
she doesn’t recognize. She picks up anyway.

“Hello, Sherrill, I’m calling on behalf the clinic,” says a familiar voice. 
“If Michael’s with you, could you put this on speakerphone.”

Sherrill covers the phone, her eyes flashing. “It’s the Head Nurse.”
“We’ve received a grant from the city to expand the clinic. We’d like 

to hire you and Michael full time for a year to help us get the community 
fully vaccinated. Decent salary, benefits, time off for a honeymoon.”

Sherrill grips Michael’s forearm. He’s already shaking his head yes.
“There’s just one hitch,” the Head Nurse says with a chuckle as 

Sherrill’s holds her breath.
“I’m afraid neither of you are vaccinated, and that’s a requirement. 

Do you think you can both come down to the clinic tomorrow morning 
for the shot?

The End

Direct: 860-443-4400   Cell: 860-625-5255 
Email: Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com 
Website: www.CallTheHouseman.com 

Blog: CTHouseMan.com 

ON THE BAY 

FOR ALL YOUR  
REAL ESTATE NEEDS 
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By Aaron Rosenberg, Rabbi 
Emeritus, Temple Emanu-El
On Passover, we Jews are to 

imagine what it was like for our 
ancestors to have experienced 
liberation from slavery. And yet, 
another milestone event in our 
people’s history occurred just 
7 weeks later. That of course 
was not just the giving of the 10 
commandments and the way 
of life that encompassed, but 
that our people embraced those 
responsibilities for themselves 
and their descendants. To help 
us renew our commitment to 
those eternal values, we are 
encouraged to read Pirkei Avot 
between Passover and Shavuot. 

What is Pirkei Avot, or should 
I say, what are Pirkei Avot? 
Literally, it is Chapters of the 
Fathers. But these Avot are not 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, but 
rather rabbis and scholars from 
between 250 BCE and 200 CE 
when Judah Hanasi compiled 
the Mishna. Pirkei Avot is often 
given the English title Ethics of 
the Sages. It is a collection of 
128 sayings, maxims, adages, 
aphorisms and pithy epigrams. 
It is like a Bartlett’s Quotations 
from 2 thousand years ago. 
Like the sayings of Confucius, it 
offers wisdom about how to live 
a meaningful life. Pirkei Avot is 
to the Talmud, what the Book of 
Proverbs is to the Bible. As I was 
rereading Pirkei Avot this week, 
I couldn’t help but notice its 
resemblance to the Horoscope I 
read in The Day each morning. For 
example, the astrological advice 
for those of us whose sign is 
Taurus was “Keep you life simple, 
stick to a moderate lifestyle. Take 
care of your responsibilities and 
do your best.” Did they plagiarize 
Pirkei Avot?

It is amazing how 
contemporary Pirkei Avot is. The 
only exception I found was the 
advice, “Do not speak excessively 
with women.” Excuse me? Well, 
it is from two millennia ago. And 
all the authors were male, hence 
Chapters of the Fathers. Were 
it to be sayings of the Mothers, 
no doubt, it would include: Ess, 
ess mine kind, Be sure to eat 
everything on your plate, you 
better wear a coat and hat in this 
weather, don’t forget to brush 
your teeth.” Just kidding. 

I’d like to share with you some 
of my favorite words of wisdom 
from Pirkei Avot. They may 
sound familiar. A few have even 

Pirkei Avot, If Not Now, When?
been set to music. 

• From the first Chapter, Shimon Hatzadik, Simon the Just, the 
High Priest in Jerusalem, stated, (sing) Al shlosha divarim 
haolam omed, al hatorah, al haavodah, v’al g’milut chasadim. 
Our world depends on 3 things: understanding the lessons of 
the torah, work, and some would translate it worship, and acts 
of kindness. Notice, a life of purpose requires not just knowing 
torah and praying, but doing good deeds. 

• Elsewhere in Pirkei Avot, it says, “Lo hamidrash ikar, ela 
hamaaseh. It is not what you claim to profess, but what you 
actually do that matters.” Wow! In contemporary lingo, Don’t 
just talk the talk, but walk the walk.

• Joshua ben Perachia, a 2nd century rabbi, once advised, “Get 
yourself a teacher, that is, pursue learning, acquire a friend, 
that is to have a friend, be a friend. And he went on to add, 
“Give others the benefit of the doubt.” Ever here the expression, 
“Judge not, lest ye be judged.” Or “Innocent until proven guilty.” 
Ever lose a wallet, and in your mind accuse another, only to 
find that you misplaced it in the first place. Oh yeah.

• Hillel, was one of the most popular of the sages. Compassionate 
and caring, no wonder, Jewish college organizations are called 
Hillel Houses. Not only is he the one credited with creating 
the first sandwich in the Haggadah, but he also taught, (sing) 
“Im ein ani li, mi li? Uksheani l’atzmi, ma ani. V’im lo achshav, 
eimatai?” If I am not for myself, who will be 
for me? Meaning, we need to be proactive in 
accomplishing what we want to achieve. But 
if we are only for ourselves, what are we? 
Selfish. And if not now, when? I concluded a 
letter I wrote that appeared in The Day last 
week, with “If not now, when?” 

• Another Hillel quote that speaks to us is 
“B’makom she-ain anashim, histadel lihyot 
eesh.” Where no one is behaving like a 
human, strive to be human. Or permit me 
to use some mama lushon, Where no one 
is behaving like menschen, zie a mentch, be 
a mentch. How often were there incidents 
where we didn’t stand up and speak out and 
do the right thing, only to regret it later? 
WWHD, What would Hillel do?

• A couple more. 2nd century Rabbi Tarfon 
taught, (sing) “Lo alecha hamlacha ligmor, 
v’lo ata ben chorin l’hibatel memena, v’lo 
ata ben chorin.” You are not required to 
complete the work, such as eliminate 
hunger or poverty, but neither are you free 
to ignore it. 

• Ben Azai didn’t realize that he was lyricist 
when he advised, (sing) Mitzvah goreret 
mitzvah, averah goreret averah. One mitzvah 
leads to another, and vice versa. And the 
reward for a mitzvah is you are inclined to 
do another mitzvah, and the punishment for 
committing a transgression, is you are more 
likely to do another. Yes, virtue is its own 
reward. 

• The last of these timeless teachings comes 
from Rabi Ben Hei Hei, probably a nickname. 
“L’fum tzaara, agra.” According to the effort, 
so is the reward. How true. 

I give Pirkei Avot, the Ethics of the Sages, a 

thumbs up. What better advice is there 
• For honor than to honor others
• For friendship than to be non-judmental and cheerful
• For wealth than to be happy with what you have
• For reputation than to be humble and respectful
• And for wisdom than to learn from others.

These adages never get old. Each year as we reread Pirkei Avot we 
are reminded to make the most of this precious life given to us. For if 
not now, when?

Amen!

 

Stories That Survived 

28 Channing Street • New London, CT 06320 • 860.442-8062 • jfec.com 

May 3, 2021  
7:30 PM │ via Zoom │Register here or at www.JFEC.com/Calender 

Rose & Sigmund Strochlitz Holocaust Resource Center of the 

Please Note New Date  │  This Event is Free of Charge 

Join us for the first in an 
engaging community 
education series showing the 
strength and resilience of 

Holocaust survivors.  

Marlene W. Yahalom, PhD. 
Director of Education 
American Society for  

Yad Vashem 

child and grandchild of Holocaust 
Survivors shares her family’s  
personal story. 

For Zoom link 

http://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEqfuiurzoqHde9ZoFw6gQBqtq70BLyWhHl
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Hadassah News

Hadassah Eastern CT
We’d love to hear from you. 
Please feel free to call or write.

● President: Karen Bloustine bloustinek@gmail.com
860-326-6377

● Membership: Moira Ross moira29ross@hotmail.com
● Donations: Treas. Vicki Seroussi 2 Mitchell Ct 

Norwich, CT 06360
● Cards/Certificates: Kim Fischburg kimfischburg@gmail.com

860-608-9223

   Follow us on Facebook  

President’s Message by Karen Bloustine

360o of Healing
Hadassah’s Next Project

Dialogue on the Diaspora
A Hadassah Project exploring our 

Jewish roots around the world.
Upcomimg editions will feature stories  

about Jewish history and culture  
in countries of the world.

REFUGE CONT. ON PG 11

What does it take to outfit 
a new hospital room?

Hadassah is the founder 
of Israel’s modern health-
care system and has 
maintained the highest 
standard of world-class 
medicine for more than 
100 years. Since 1960, the 
population of Jerusalem has 
tripled, and the demands 
on the Hadassah Medical 
Organization (HMO) and 
Hadassah Hospital at the Ein 
Kerem campus have grown 
exponentially. So, HMO is 
completely reimagining the 
iconic Round Building, the 

hospital’s original inpatient center at Ein Kerem. With this renovation 
and expansion, the new Round Building will be an important healing 
center for Israel. It will significantly advance the services in its 
outpatient surgery, oncology, and dermatology departments.

On Tuesday, June 22, our chapter - via Zoom - will hold its annual 
Donor event, our biggest gala and fund-raising program of the year. 
This year, we are earmarking the first $18,000 of our fund-raising 
goal to fully equip and furnish a room in the Round Building. With our 
$18,000, our chapter will be recognized as a presence in the renovated 
building. 

So - What does it take to outfit a hospital room? Here are the 
components of a room that will be donated by Eastern CT Hadassah: 
blood pressure and temperature monitor; patient’s bed and 
accessories; pole-mounted volumatic infusion pump; patient LCD TV; 
easy chair that opens to a bed; other vital equipment including oxygen 
flow meter, suction gauge, and air flow meter.

Stay tuned for your Donor invitation. For more information contact 
me at bloustinek@gmail.com.

Hadassah Hospital, Ein Kerem 
campus, the iconic round building.

By Sheila Horvitz
On Sunday, April 11, via Zoom, Hadassah and the Eastern CT 

community were treated to the histories and stories of two celebrated 
educators whose families sought refuge from the Holocaust and the 
persecutions and oppression of the Soviet Union.

In remembrance of the life and work of Holocaust survivor and 
educator, Henny Simon, the journey of her father Ludwig Rosenbaum, 
from Nazi jail to refuge in Shanghai in 1940 was the inspiration 

Laurence Tribe & Helen Elperina headline 
4th Annual Henny Simon Remembrance

for inviting Laurence Tribe, 
Professor Emeritus at Harvard 
Law School and Helen Elperina, 
physics teacher and community 
leader. 

Both guests galvanized 
the audience with moving 
stories of their families’ flight 
from peril. Both have roots in 
Belarus. Laurence Tribe’s family 
originated there but sought 
refuge in Chine in the beginning 
of the twentieth century, fleeing 
the pogroms of the Russian Tsar. 
He was born in Shanghai in 
October 1941, just after Ludwig 
Rosenbaum arrived fleeing 
Hitler, and just two months 
before Pearl Harbor. His father 
was imprisoned in a Japanese 
concentration camp as an enemy 
of the Axis. Shanghai was bombed 

by American 
forces and then 
liberated in 
1945 by the 
Americans. Tribe 
and his family 
immigrated to 
San Francisco in 
1947.

Elperina was 
born in Minsk, 
Belarus in 1955, 
but in the same 
year of Tribe’s birth, on June 22, 1941, her father, Oleg Elperin, nine 
years old, warned his family to flee their home in Minsk as the Nazis 
advanced, saving them from the bombings and destruction of the city 
and the murder of almost three million Soviet Jews. In 1989, Helen and 
her family, were finally able to immigrate to the US, with the help of the 
HIAS and the Jewish Federation of Eastern CT. 

Both shared their philosophies of the great good fortune and 
“close calls” and hunger for justice and Jewish values instilled in them 
because of their experiences, as well as their prescriptions for keeping 
those values alive in America.

The Eastern CT Chapter of Hadassah was proud to bring this 
program to the community. The YouTube recording can be accessed at:

https://youtu.be/IheRQXCJ-t8 

The Jews of Morocco
By Karen Bloustine

Last year, just before Covid hit, my husband and I 
toured Morocco. I learned a lot about Moroccan Jews 
from that trip and from reading Hadassah Magazine. 
Our van driver was a Berber and explained how 
Jews and Berbers are friends who work together. He 
helped us explore the Jewish influence on Moroccan 
architecture, commerce, and culture.

Before the founding of Israel in 1948, there were 
about 300,000 Jews in the country, which gave 

My parents, 
Kurt Hopfer 
and Charlotte 
S t r a u s s 
Hopfer were 
both born in 
Germany, Kurt 
in Rexingen 
in 1920 and 
Charlotte in 
Alzey in 1922. 
They met in 
the United 
States, in New 
York City on 
a Thursday 

when you could ride the bus all day for a nickel. It 
was a place and day where many young German 
refugees spent time because, for those working 
in menial industries, that was your day off. They 
married in October of 1944. 

As the Nazis rose to power, families with teenage 
or young adult children sought to find them refuge 
in other countries as soon as passage could be 
arranged. Kurt already spoke French because he 
lived close to the French border and also knew 
Hebrew. Not knowing if he might go to the US or 
Argentina he had also learned Spanish and English. 
At the time of his departure from Germany, he had 
reached journeyman status as an accountant. Many 
families from Rezingen left for Palestine forming a 
community there at Shavei Tzion. 

Kurt left Rexingen in 1937 at the age of 17 with 
his brother Henry, who was 15. They left behind 
their parents, Herman and Helen. Herman was a 
cattle dealer by trade. A younger son Walter died 
in childhood. The boys left by ship arriving in New 

Our Stories of Refuge
The Strauss-Hopfer Story 

By Judi Hopfer Deglin

MOROCCO CONT. ON PG 11

An example of Moorish pottery crafted by 
Jews in Morocco.

file:///C:/Users/Mary/Dropbox/23%20April%202021%20Leader/Hadassah%20News/../../../../../Downloads/bloustinek@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/IheRQXCJ-t8
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Where am I now?

Where are  
they now?

By Tal Gilboa
2016-17 Young Emissary

Right this moment I am in a train station waiting for 
the train to take me to the army.

Sunday morning is a tough morning (just like 
Monday for most of you) but this week is a short week 

because of Memorial Day and Independence Day. Last 
week was Holocaust Memorial Day - days that remind 
me why I am still in the army and how much has been 
done to allow this freedom Israel has today.

Thinking where I was six years ago this week, 
especially during those significant days we remember 
and celebrate. There was no siren in Connecticut, I was 
young, and soldiers looked much more mature than 
I am now, but still I had one of the most important 
responsibilities I ever had - find the best way to mention 
and give meaning to these days far away from home

So Guy and I ‘broke our heads’ (a phrase in Hebrew; 
I’m sure you’ll understand the meaning) trying to 
figure out what we should do. We spent hours thinking, 
making, and creating decorations for Yom Ha’Atzmaut 
and tried our best to make you feel like we would have 

felt in Israel. Thinking back, I had more fun and was much 
prouder there in the community with all of you, than back 
at home. Maybe it means I did my job right. 

That takes me back to the many people and places I met 
and became part of my life who made me look differently 
about life, Judaism, Israel, and many times myself.

I connected to more of you 
than I ever thought I would; 
especially my host families. 
The Rowes, (Armi, Jonathan, Nathaniel and Amanda) The 
Zettlers (Jennifer, Scott, Amanda and Gabrielle) and, of 
course, the dogs. Feeling at home is a big deal, and I felt 
at home because of my host families. Today, I think about 
where I am in my life and how my family lives compared 
to my time with the Rowes and Zettlers. My friends and 
family know I have family members in Connecticut and 
hear me share memories non-stop.

Marcia, our Coordinator, so many kids, teachers, rabbis, 
and everyone I met and got to know who added so much 
to my year.

Coming back to Israel was tough; suddenly being an 
Israeli wasn’t special anymore. 
Although, being an Emissary was 
and still is. My experience led me 
to be an Education soldier and 
commander.

Education in the IDF is pretty 
similar to being an emissary. 
The job includes connecting the 
soldiers to the land, the history 
and their mission in addition 
to the spirit of the IDF which 
includes moral and ethical values 
every soldier is expected to follow.

Today, I am serving in 
Intelligence, experiencing a 
different job but still wearing 
the same uniform. It opened my 
mind. One thing that follows me 
throughout my entire time in 
the service is the huge effort and 
sacrifice we make — to celebrate 
each Independence Day. 

I want to thank you again, 

Tal and Guy with teens at 2017 Yom Haatzmaut celebration in 2017. The teens were 
Tal and Guy’s team helpers for the event.

Tal and Guy celebrate Israel at 69 with students from Solomon Schechter 
Academy.

everyone in the community, for making Eastern CT the 
absolute best place to volunteer and spend my year of 
service. It will always hold a special place for me. You all 
made Guy and me feel completely at home. 

I hope you celebrated Independence Day and 
thought about your incredible value to Israel. 

I wish us all healthy days, thinking of each and every 
one of you, and hoping to see you soon. Will be happy 
to hear how you are doing. You can reach me through 
email at tal.gilboa@gmail.com or on Facebook at Tal 
Gilboa.

Tal and Guy with 8th graders during end of 
year New York trip in 2017.

Tal and Guy during last day of Religious School at Ahavath Achim in Colchester.
on May 21, 2017.

file:///C:/Users/Mary/Dropbox/23%20April%202021%20Leader/Israel%20Desk/tal.gilboa@gmail.com


 THE JEWISH LEADER, APRIL 23, 2021 9

One call away...

AWAY CONT. ON PG 10

By Guy Carmi
2016-17 Young Emissary

After a full year of dealing with COVID, where 
everything was just so sad, many times I found myself 
thinking about my happy place and the joy I will have 
whenever I could get a chance to visit it again when this 
is all over – and that place is Eastern CT.

It’s been 4.5 years since my arrival to the community, 
and 3.5 since I left it – the place the community has in 
my heart is huge and is never going away. But why did 
the community have such a huge impact on me?

In early 2016 I got accepted to the Young Emissary 
program. Shortly after I learned who will be my partners 
for the journey – Tal Gilboa as my partner emissary and 
Marcia Reinhard as our Coordinator. It took almost no 
time until this “power trio” started working together. 

Marcia reached out to us, while we were still in Israel, 
and we immediately realized that we were in good 
hands. I was so eager to come to the community already.

And then in late 
August of 2016 we 
arrived, and what a warm 
welcome we received! 
In the first week alone, 
we got to meet everyone 
in the JFEC, the staff 
of Solomon Schechter 
Academy, Temple Emanu-
El religious school staff, 
for starters, and of course 
– our host families!

My first host family 
was the lovely and 
wonderful Wolf’s: Robin, 
Marc, Max, and Mike. At the beginning I was kind of scared. 
Telling your friends and family from Israel that you’re 
moving to Lebanon is, as one can assume, not something 
many Israelis do. All joking aside though, Lebanon is a 
beautiful town. I had so much fun living there, getting to 
know, and becoming an intricate part of the Wolf’s life. 
They accepted me as a new family member in no time, and 
the adventures and laughs we had while I lived with them 
is something that I will always cherish.

In the first few months I 
learned more and more about 
the community. I realized that the 
community is built from many 
types of Jewish people: some 
Reform, some Conservative, 
some Reconstructionist, and 
some Orthodox. (Did I miss 
any?)  Every synagogue has its 
own customs and that was the 
beauty of it – learning about the 
different ways you can express 
your Judaism. That’s something 
I experienced briefly living in 
Israel. Not many people know 
this, but I had a Bar Mitzvah in 
a reform synagogue.  Something 

that is very uncommon in Israel.
So after getting fully 

acclimated to the community 
and getting to know so much 
about it and so many of you, 
there was also plenty of work 
to do! Not one week looked the 
same as the other. There were so 
many different places to go, new 
topics to cover, activities to do - 
which was very refreshing – it 
made each week super exciting, 
and Tal and I were certainly 
never bored. 

In January it came time to 
move to a different host family. 
My second family were the 
amazing Sackett’s: Ella, Kelly, 
Daniel, Yarden and Yalley. I had a 
blast with them. My stay was full 
of wonderful and unforgettable 

moments that cannot be described in only a single 
paragraph. Thankfully, Daniel is in the IDF now and they 
visit Israel often (whenever there’s not COVID) - so there 

Chanukah at The Wolf's house with Guy's parents and The Reinhards. The Wolfs 
were Guy’s first host family.

Guy and Tal at Israel Day Parade in New York City June 
2017.

will be many opportunities to see them in the future, 
right here in Israel. 

After a break back to Israel in February it was time 
for the second half of the year which included the biggest 
event of the year: the Yom Ha’Atzmaut celebration. Can 
you imagine today 300 people in the same room? It just 
shows you how much the world has changed. Organizing 
the event with Tal was so much fun, and with the help of 
so many community members it was a huge success!

The highlight of the event was a special video Tal and 

I put together for the community filled with greetings 
from 16 of Eastern CT’s past emissaries. That video 
was such a success that in April of last year we made a 
new video, with 20 past emissaries all singing the song 
“One Day” by Matisyahu. The reactions that we got from 
the videos, both in 2017 and in 2020, showed us the 
importance of the emissary program, and its everlasting 
effect, not only on the emissaries themselves, but on the 
community as well.  

In June, it was time to say a temporary goodbye to the 
community as I flew for the summer to Michigan to be a 
counselor in a summer camp. Afterwards I returned to 
the community for 2 weeks, but even that was not the 
final goodbye, as I returned in 2019 for a 10-day visit 
to the community. It was so much fun seeing so many 
people, and it just proved to me that Eastern CT will 
always be my home.

But what happened to me in the few years since I 
left?

Shortly after I returned to Israel, I got accepted to a 
program called the Academic Reserve program, in which 
I study before I start my service in the IDF. I’m now in 

Guy and Tal with teens doing an Escape Room activity during JCHS at Temple 
Emanu-El.

Guy with his second host family the Sacketts - 
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AWAY CONT. FROM PG 9

Young Emissaries Guy Carmi (l) and Tal Gilboa 
(r) with Marcia Reinhard, JFEC Ass’t Director and 
Emissary Coordinator sharing a special moment 
during Yom Ha’atzmaut Celebration in 2017.

if they 
were actively 
engaged. Guy 
was in total 
agreement and 
together they 
s u c c e e d e d 
in creating 
presentations 
the students 
participated in 
and thoroughly 
enjoyed.

As special 
moments go in 
the year in the 
life of a Young 
E m i s s a r y , 
one of the 
most special 
is when the 
girls choose 
to become a 
Bat Mitzvah 
while they 

are here. We have had several of our emissaries do this since it is a 
religious ceremony not offered to them in Israel. After seeing so many 
of our 13-year-old girls studying hard, successfully reading Torah and 
Haftarah on the Bimah, given equal opportunity as the boys to have 
this rite of passage, suddenly it becomes attainable, something they 
choose to do that holds meaning and purpose for them. 

Tal was one of the girls who chose to have her Bat Mitzvah here 
with us. Something that made hers particularly special was, along 
with having her family here, her twin sister, Maya, studied at home 

MEMORIES CONT. FROM PG 1

Floyd for nine minutes and 29 
seconds.

“Although one police officer 
has been held accountable 
today, the conviction addresses 
merely a single instance of state 
violence. George Floyd should 
still be alive today. Daunte Wright 
should still be alive today. Adam 

Toledo should still be alive today. Breonna Taylor should be alive 
today. And so should so many more people, mostly Black Americans 
and other people of color, whose names are less well known. These 
murders, as well as everyday harassment by police, are a sign of a 
criminal justice system rooted in racism and oppression. We will not 
fix these systems officer by officer or trial by trial. 

“As moral leaders, we strive to replace these systems of injustice 
with systems of righteousness. We fight for an end to state violence 
that primarily endangers Black Americans and other communities 
of color, and for the establishment of systems grounded in human 
rights that enable all of us to live in safety, rather than using police 
to protect some members of society at the expense of others. 

“We say once again: Black Lives Matter. And we recommit to 
creating a country, as well as a Jewish community, that lives by this 
statement. Until all of us are safe, none of us are safe.” 

About T’ruah: The Rabbinic Call for Human Rights
T’ruah: The Rabbinic Call for Human Rights mobilizes a network of 

more than 2,000 rabbis and cantors from all streams of Judaism that, 
together with the Jewish community, act on the Jewish imperative to 
respect and advance the human rights of all people. Grounded in Torah 
and our Jewish historical experience and guided by the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, we call upon Jews to assert Jewish values 
by raising our voices and taking concrete steps to protect and expand 
human rights in North America, Israel, and the occupied Palestinian 
territories.

RABBIS CONT. FROM PG 1

simultaneously while Tal studied 
here, with the hope they would 
do this together. Maya was 
already in the army and it was 
not a foregone conclusion that 
she would be able to get leave to 
join her family and come here. 
For a while it was not looking 
good, but at the last minute, Maya 
was able to get away. With the 
help and guidance of Rabbi Marc 
Ekstrand and Cantorial Soloist, 
Sherry Barnes, the two sisters 
became B’not Mitzvah together 
in a lovely service.

Jenn Zettler, Tal’s second 
host mom, had this vision of an 
American Bat Mitzvah reception 
for Tal and Maya they would 
long remember. She spoke with 
Armi Rowe about it, Tal’s first 
host mom, and together the two 
families made Jenn’s vision a 
reality; right down to having a 
DJ with all the games that are 
usually played at a typical Bat 
Mitzvah. Tal’s parents joined 
the planning and had key chains 
made in Israel to commemorate 
the day and gave them out as 
favors. The day was full of all the 
joy and celebration, pomp and 
circumstance that accompanies 
this coming-of-age ceremony. 

One of my fondest memories of our year with Tal and Guy was 
watching the videos they created for us, starting with the first one, 
actually two, before they arrived. I just finished watching both of them. 
Their creativity and zest for fun was obvious, right from the start! 

In the video for their Living Bridge Project they used the song, 
“One Call Away” - a song by Charlie Puth - which became their ‘theme 
song’ as it appeared in many of their projects including their school 
presentations. There are two other videos they created for us that they 
talk about in their articles. Treat yourselves and go to YouTube.com, 
type in Tal & Guy Young Emissaries and enjoy! To see the Living Bridge 
Project, add “One Call Away” to your search. 

It was a memorable year filled with wonderful programs, new-
found relationships with so many people and even special moments 
for Tal and Guy, including attending prom at one of the area high 
schools. They didn’t miss out on any opportunities, and even created 
some. It’s no wonder they had such a fabulous and successful year! 

my eighth and final semester as a Software Engineering student in the 
Computer Science department in the Technion in Haifa.

In the coming Fall, I will start my service in the Israeli Air Force. I 
will serve the mandatory two years and eight months (actually two 
years and seven months because, after my first year in the Technion, I 
did basic training for a month), and then an additional three years. My 
service will end in early 2027, but that doesn’t mean that I won’t come 
and visit the community again, before then. 

So in conclusion, dear community, I miss you all very much. My year 
in CT had a huge impact on my life, and I really hope to see you all once 
again.

In the meantime, feel free to reach out on Facebook at Guy Carmi, 

email (guycarmi@gmail.
com) or WhatsApp (+972-
542092226). Like Tal and I said 
many times during our year – 
we’re only One Call Away).

Love, 
Guy

2016-17 Young Emissary

Tal and Guy mingle with Hadassah members who hosted a talk given by the Emissaries.

mailto:guycarmi@gmail.com
mailto:guycarmi@gmail.com
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MOROCCO CONT. FROM PG 7

Morocco the largest Jewish community in the Muslim world - but by 
2017 only 1,000 or so Jews remain. 

Jews have been in Morocco for centuries. The earliest archaeological 
evidence dates back to the 2nd century B.C.E. and was found in 
gravestone epitaphs in Hebrew and the remains of a synagogue in the 
Roman city of Volubilis. Several Berber tribes were historically noted 
as being Jewish. As early as 581 B.C. Jews were forced to leave because 
of the persecutions by the Visigoths. In 788 all Jews were moved to an 
area in Fez called the first “mellah” or Jewish quarter. The Arabic word 
mellah refers to salt because the first mellah was built over a large salt 
deposit. We saw mellahs in nearly every city we visited.  

Over the next centuries, the Jews faced periods of persecution 
and periods of tolerance. By 1165, many Jews left Morocco, including 
the great Maimonides. Most went to the Andalusian area in Spain. 
However, even during the Middle Ages, Moroccan rulers retained 
Jewish advisors. Other Jews controlled the Saharan gold trade. The 

York to be met by their mother’s cousin and her husband, who had 
already been in the US for a generation. Upon disembarking, they 
were met by the couple who then doused their heads with gasoline, 
lest they bring lice. My father kissed the cousin and was slapped by 
the husband and told “we don’t do that here”. Because sponsorship 
was very expensive and he was expected to reimburse his sponsors, 
he immediately went to work as a busboy at the Intercontinental 
Hotel where he worked with many Greek refugees. As soon as he was 
able he enlisted in the US Army and became a citizen in Spartanburg, 
South Carolina, a day he marked as one of the most significant in his 
life. He was wounded in France, shortly after D-Day for which he was 
awarded the Purple Heart. He spent the remainder of his service in 
clerical work at one time helping to interrogate German prisoners of 
war. During the time he served, he wrote to Charlotte daily. The more 
than 400 letters remain as testament to their love. Kurt’s parents were 
able to leave Germany in 1941 via Portugal and settled in New York 
where their sons and young families lived. 

Charlotte arrived in New York shortly before Kristallnacht, into the 
same household where her older sister, Elsbeth, had arrived the year 
before. They left behind their mother, Ida, and a ten-year-old sister, 
Marianne. Both girls were expected to find work. Charlotte went to 
work as a housekeeper and nanny. She was sixteen. She only had a 
sixth-grade education because when she was ten, Jewish children 
were banned from public school. Her father Solly who was a butcher 
committed suicide in 1933. In her early years, Charlotte’s family lived 
over the butcher shop. Ida and Marianne were deported to Treblinka in 
September of 1942 and murdered shortly after their arrival. Records 
found after Charlotte”s death indicated that passage to Cuba had been 
arranged for Ida and Marianne in early 1942, with tickets booked, but 
by that time, Jews were no longer allowed to leave Germany. 

After being honorably discharged from the army, Kurt worked 
as a bartender in New York until they moved to Norwich in 1950, 
bringing their children Sidney, age 4, and Judith who was 6 months 
old. Two more children followed - Allen in 1952 and a daughter, 
Ricky, in 1954. They purchased a 50-acre dairy farm and set to 
work. It was hard work. Kurt attended some agriculture classes at 
UCONN on the GI bill but learned mostly by doing. The children grew 
up with large gardens, lots of animals, and the determination to be 
their best. Assimilation came in the form of Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, 
and 4H. Schoolwork came first and then farm work. They found the 
Jewish community to be not so welcoming of recent refugees, but the 
family ultimately formed connections. Charlotte received her GED the 
same year Judith graduated from high school. When the price of milk 
dropped in the late 1960s and four children were headed to college, 
the dairy cattle were sold and Kurt went to work at AmGraph as a 
custodian. In the ensuing 20 plus years he rose to accountant status 
and retired as Vice President in charge of purchasing. Charlotte took a 
job as a pharmaceutical wholesaler after Judith left for college. In their 
retirement, they traveled, including visits to Shavei Tzion, Rexingen, 
and Alzey. Kurt served on the board of Beth Jacob Synagogue and the 
New London County Extension Service. Charlotte was a life member 
of Hadassah. They took great delight in the successes of their children 
and great joy in their grandchildren. 

Kurt passed away in 2011 and Charlotte in 2012. Stolpersteine 
(stumbling stones”) have been been placed in front of Charlotte’s 
home in Alzey commemorating her mother and sister. Stolpersteine 
are brass Stolpersteine are brass plaques set in front of the homes of 
victims of the Holocaust to note their absence. They are the life work 
of the artist Gunter Demnig. He has placed more than 60.000 stones 
in 20 countries across the world.. Members of Charlotte’s family were 
present for the placement of the stones. In 2011, the students of the 
local high school in Alzey produced a video re-enactment of Marianne’s 
life entitled “Marianne Strauss: Ein Mädchen aus Alzey” (“Marianne 
Strauss: A Young GIrl of Alzey”). There is also a small memorial to 
Marianne in the town.

REFUGE CONT. FROM PG 7

The "Blue City" of Chefchoen.

The Ibn Danan Synagogue in Fez, one of the few remaining 
structures in Morocco's ruined Jewish quarters.

study of Kabbalah was popular in 
the region of the Atlas Mountains. 
After the Spanish Inquisitions 
and the expulsion and decrees of 
1492 and 1496, Jews returned to 
Morocco. Many were Marranos 
who “reconverted” to Judaism. 
They settled in Tetuan, Fez, 
Meknes, and Marrakesh. They 
introduced a new process of 
extracting sugar from sugar cane 
so, in the 16th and 17th centuries, 
Morocco became the source of 
the best sugar in the world.  Jews 
were tradesmen, peddlers, and 
moneylenders. They controlled 
the trade in beeswax, precious 
metals, and winemaking. They 
dominated the maritime trade 
until 1912 when France took 
control of Morocco. 

After 1955, when 
France granted Morocco its 
independence, most Jews left 
due to political and economic 
uncertainty. Many went to 
France, and others went to Israel 
in the clandestine operation 
“Yachin” between 1961 and 1964. 
The January 2021 opening of 
relations between Morocco and 
Israel is celebrated by Moroccan 
Jews in the diaspora.

In Fez, we visited the Ibn 
Danan Synagogue, a restored 
17th-century synagogue, one 
of the few remaining structures 
in Morocco’s ruined Jewish 
quarters. 

In Marrakesh, we visited 
the largest Jewish cemetery 
in Morocco. With about 1300 
graves, the Miara Cemetery which 
dates back to the 16th centruy is 
still in use today. 

A Jewish influence in 
Morocco is the Moorish 
pottery, attributed to the Jews 
who left Morocco for Spain and 
then returned to Morocco after 
their expulsion from Spain in 
1492. We visited the famous Naji 
pottery. The Moorish vase has 
silver around the neck of the vase 
and also the painted sections.

The “Blue City” of Chefchoen 
was founded in 1471 in the Rif 
mountains by Jews and Moors 
fleeing Spain. The blue color 
represents the sea and was 
created to make their mountain 
city unique.

136 Sachem Street
Norwich CT 06360

860-889-2374
Fax 860-886-2396

Memorial
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TECHNOLOGY. TRADITION. TORAH.
Congregation Beth El is welcoming new members. During this time 
of pandemic our congregation is more active than ever through the 
safety of Zoom and offers a wide variety of options for everyone.

Rabbi Earl Kideckel joined Beth El as its spiritual 
leader this summer and has rapidly become a 
beloved part of the congregation. He has provided 
innovative ways to vitalize the synagogue despite 
the pandemic and has initiated diversity to our 
services while respecting our traditions. Rabbi 
Kideckel has officiated at life cycle events for many 
decades and enjoys collaborating with other area 
synagogues and clergy. 

JOIN US – WE LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU! 
860.442.0418 • office@bethel-nl.org • bethel-nl.org

By Ron Kampeas, JTA
Landmarks in Boston, Los Angeles, Las Vegas 

and other major U.S. cities lit up in the blue 
and white colors of Israel to mark that nation’s 

Independence Day on Wednesday night, April 14.
Chapters of the Israeli-American Council, an advocacy and community 

outreach organization, worked with local authorities to light up town halls 
and landmarks in areas with large Israeli-American concentrations. Other 
blue-and-white light exhibits were seen in Cleveland, Houston, Orlando, 
Atlanta, Denver and Hollywood, Florida, as well as a number of municipalities 
in New Jersey, and Rockville, Maryland, a suburb of Washington, D.C.

The coordinated event was a first for the Israeli-American Council and 
was a means of celebrating Independence Day, or Yom Haatzmaut, under 
pandemic conditions.

There were follow-up events throughout the weekend, including drive-
through celebrations in a number of cities, culminating in the broadcast of a 
concert from Jerusalem on Sunday evening.

One of the events was a street fair Sunday in New York City’s Times 
Square with blue and white featured throughout the famed area, including 
a car parade with the vehicles decorated in those colors, confetti and 73 
balloons for Israel’s birthday. On the council’s website, the Hebrew teaser 
for the midday event promised a “wild and crazy” time.

U.S. landmarks lit up for Israel’s Independence Day

Denver City Hall, Denver, Co. (Israeli-American Council)

The Guitar Hotel in Hollywood, Fla. (Israeli-American Council)

The Leonard Zakim Bridge in Boston, Mass. (Israeli-American Council)

The Sandy Springs Performing Arts Center in Atlanta, Ga. (Israeli-
American Council)
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performance as Tami’s late husband, who refuses to let her go in this 
charming romantic comedy for the young and young at heart.

THURSDAY (12:00 pm) – SUNDAY (6:00 pm), 
MAY 13-16 

A STARRY SKY ABOVE THE ROMAN GHETTO 
(Italy: Italian with English subtitles, 2020, 100 minutes)

SPEAKER: Director Giulio Base, Sunday, May 16, 4 pm
The discovery of a puzzling photograph sparks a student to probe 

the history of Rome’s Jewish ghetto and the fate of a little girl, in this 
Italian teen drama interlacing past and present. When Sofia finds an 
old snapshot in a neglected suitcase, she’s mesmerized by the child’s 
picture. As details emerge—the child’s name, separation from her 
parents during a Gestapo raid, and rescue by a nun—Sofia commits 
to honoring the girl’s memory by staging an original play with 
classmates and friends from a nearby Jewish high school. But first she 
must overcome objections of concerned parents. A talented ensemble 
injects youthful energy into this inspiring interfaith story about the 
importance of memory, coexistence and reconciling generational 
frictions.

THURSDAY (12:00 pm) – SUNDAY (6:00 pm),  
MAY 20-23 

KISS ME KOSHER 
(Israel, Germany: Arabic, German, and Hebrew with 

English subtitles, 2019, 105 minutes)
SPEAKERS: Director Shirel Peleg & 

Producer Christine Günther, Sunday, May 23, 7:30 pm
Sparks fly when two families from wildly different cultural 

backgrounds collide to plan a same-sex wedding, in this screwball 
romantic comedy that crosses all borders. After a string of not-too-
serious ex-girlfriends, Shira (Moran Rosenblatt) has finally found 
real love with Maria (Luise Wolfram), a German who has uprooted 
entirely just to be with Shira in Tel Aviv. The two women plan to 
marry…eventually. But when Shira’s family inadvertently discovers the 
engagement, wedding plans kick into high gear. Even Maria’s parents 
insist on a big ceremony, and when they get to Israel, the two families 
awkwardly try to overcome their cultural and religious differences. 
All, that is, except Shira’s headstrong and fiercely independent 
grandmother, Berta (Rivka Michaeli), who strongly disapproves of 
any marriage between Germans and Jews and will go to any lengths to 
break up the happy couple. But Berta’s love life gets complicated after 
she secretly starts seeing a Palestinian man. 

As Shira’s younger brother eagerly documents the family chaos for 
a school video project, Shira and Maria discover the road to happiness 
is more a minefield, littered with booby traps that could detonate at 
any time. Shirel Peleg’s brave, subversive debut finds laugh-out-loud 
comedy in even the darkest, most cringeworthy situations.

FILM CONT. FROM PG 1

By Abigail Klein Leichman, 
Israel21c

Muslim male nurse Maher 
Ibrahim heads the nursing 
staff of Emek Medical Center’s 
Covid-19 ward where severely ill 
and ventilated patients fight for 
their lives.

Ibrahim was on duty recently 
when a religious elderly Jewish 
patient was nearing his end.

Emek spokesman Larry Rich 
describes the poignant scene 
to illustrate how coexistence 
pervades daily life in Israel 
even if it doesn’t always make 
headlines.

“The patient’s family would 
not make it in time for the 
inevitable farewell. Maher, 

trained in Jewish studies, applied his knowledge and deeply empathic 
spirit at that critical moment,” Rich tells ISRAEL21c.

“In a phone call with the man’s family, Maher the Muslim nurse 
recited aloud in Hebrew the Shema Yisrael prayer –‘Hear O Israel, the 
Lord our God, the Lord is One.’

“His act of loving empathy, kindness and understanding went far 
beyond the norms of nursing and in that brilliant timeless moment, he 
personified the spirit of Emek and Israel,” Rich says.

Ibrahim’s action touched a national chord. He was invited to light 
one of 12 flames that ushered in this year’s official 73rd Independence 

Emek Hospital in Afula 
praises Muslim nurse
Editor’s Note: Numerous Federation Missions have visited Emek 

Hospital in Afula which is located in our Partnership 2Gether 
Region, Afula-Gilboa.

Day celebrations at Jerusalem’s 
Mount Herzl on the night of April 
14.

This is an honor, Rich reminds 
us, “bestowed upon those who 
represent the best within our 
society.”

Among other torch lighters 
this year were Yaish Giat, a 
102-year-old spice shop owner 
originally from Yemen; Shira 
Iskov, a survivor of domestic 
violence; and IDF Maj. Maor 
Cohen, who volunteers 
extensively with pediatric cancer 
patients and other populations in 
need

Emek Medical Center in 
Afula, in the historic Jezreel 
Valley, serves a patient base 
that is 50 percent Jewish and 50 
percent Arab (including Muslims, 
Christians, Druze and Bedouins) 
as well as Circassians. The 
makeup of the staff reflects that 
diversity in a way that is quite 
common in Israeli hospitals.

“The living philosophy of 
Emek is coexistence through 
medicine,” says Rich. “This is the 
hope of Israel.”

Maher Ibrahim, head nurse on 
Emek Medical Center’s Covid 
ward. Photo courtesy of Emek 
Medical Center

By Gil Hoffman, Jerusalem Post
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is no longer seeking a 

government that relies on the outside support of the Ra’am Party 
(United Arab List), he said April 20 at a press conference in the Prime 
Minister’s Office in Jerusalem.

Netanyahu no longer sees any chance of forming a government, 
although he still intends to maintain his mandate to form a government, 
which ends on May 4, his associates said.

Instead, he would seek a direct election for prime minister, which 
will pass if Yamina supports it, Netanyahu said.

“We don’t need Ra’am,” he said. “We need a direct election to form 
a government.”

When asked if he condemned the repeated attacks on Ra’am by 
Religious Zionist Party head Bezalel Smotrich, Netanyahu declined to 
comment, which angered Ra’am MKs.

“Netanyahu knows our address if he wants to form a government,” 
Ra’am MK Saeed Alharomi told The Jerusalem Post. “He knows he 
needs to restrain them.”

Asked about the possibility that another senior Likud figure, such 
as Knesset Speaker Yariv Levin, would form a government in a rotation 
with him as prime minister, Netanyahu said that would “disrespect the 
will of one million voters who cast ballots that said, ‘The Likud led by 
Netanyahu.’”

Netanyahu’s associates said he would devote the rest of his 
mandate to attacking and “outing” Yamina leader Naftali Bennett, who 
is expected to attempt building a coalition with Yesh Atid leader Yair 
Lapid after Netanyahu’s mandate ends.

Netanyahu gives up on  
forming a government

At the press conference, 
Netanyahu accused Bennett of 
preventing the formation of a 
right-wing government “due to 
his personal ambition to be prime 
minister with seven mandates.”

Yamina wanted there to be 
a right-wing government but 
holding a fifth election in just 
over two years was not an option, 
Yamina faction head Ayelet 
Shaked said at the Association 
of Municipal Corporations 
conference at the Herod’s Hotel 
in Eilat.

Netanyahu met on Tuesday 
with Smotrich and urged him to 
back the bill for the direct election 
of prime minister submitted by 
Shas MKs.

Lapid condemned 
Netanyahu’s call for a direct 
election, calling it a “stalling 
tactic” and that Israel does not 
need another election.

Lapid faced criticism from 
within the anti-Netanyahu camp 

on Tuesday from MKs who complained that he had not finalized a deal 
with Bennett. The gaps between Lapid and Bennett remain wide on 
the makeup of a prospective government, how portfolios should be 
distributed and which one of them should receive the next mandate to 
form a government from President Reuven Rivlin.

Yesh Atid faction head Meir Cohen convened representatives of 
factions in the anti-Netanyahu bloc at the Knesset on Tuesday to plan 
a strategy ahead of the next meeting of the Knesset Arrangements 
Committee on Wednesday.

In the first meeting of the committee late Monday night, the two 
sides failed to agree on who should receive the posts of deputy Knesset 
speaker and temporary chairmanship of the Knesset’s Finance and 
Foreign Affairs and Defense committees.

Until deputy Knesset speakers are appointed, a date for the election 
to replace Rivlin as president cannot be set.
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By Ben Sales, JTA
Three weeks after taking office, Joe Biden announced that he would 

quadruple the number of refugees allowed into the United States.
For HIAS, it seemed like an answered prayer, as the Jewish refugee 

aid agency had endured a rough four years under Biden’s predecessor, 
Donald Trump.

HIAS, which once focused on resettling refugees, had confronted 
the first president since World 
War II who demonized refugees 
and then temporarily banned 
them from the United States. The 
gunman who killed 11 Jews at a 
Pittsburgh synagogue condemned 
HIAS by name shortly before the 
massacre.

So HIAS was excited for Biden, 
who spoke of America’s duty to be 
a compassionate and welcoming 
country. Biden’s promise on Feb. 
12 to let in 62,500 refugees in 
2021 seemed to be a fulfillment of 
that rhetoric. Trump had set the 
cap for fiscal year 2021 at 15,000.

And then nothing happened. 
Two months went by in which 
Biden did not actually raise the 
limit on refugees above 15,000, 
and would not say why, despite 
the prodding of HIAS and other 
refugee resettlers. More than 700 
refugees who had received plane 
tickets based on Biden’s February 
promise had to cancel their flights, according to HIAS.

On April 17, Biden made it official: He would not be raising the 
cap on refugees above the limit set by Trump, though he would let in 
refugees from a wider range of countries in Africa and the Middle East. 
Later in the day, following pushback from activists, the White House 
said it would raise the cap in a month, by May 15.

“We’re relieved but disappointed,” said HIAS CEO Mark Hetfield 
following Friday’s initial announcement that the cap, also known as 
the refugee ceiling, would not be raised.

Following the second statement, Hetfield added, “There’s no reason 
to delay raising the refugee ceiling. It’s just a ceiling, it’s not a floor. 
They should be focused on what’s the goal and how are you going to 
reach it?”

Bringing refugee system up to full strength
The fight over the refugee cap encapsulates a dilemma confronting 

HIAS as the agency moves from Trump to Biden. On one hand, HIAS 
leaders are glad that the United States no longer has a president who 
opposes refugees, separates families at the border and fires up his 
base with anti-immigrant rhetoric.

How HIAS is doing under Biden
On the other hand, they 

say that Trump did so much 
harm, and made immigration 
so heated an issue, that it will 
be a challenge just to bring the 
immigration and refugee systems 
back to where they were before 

Trump. Returning to a point in 
which the U.S. allows hundreds 
of thousands of refugees a year, 
and passing immigration reform 
through Congress, these leaders 
say, feels even more daunting.

“It’s just a relief to have that 
administration in the rearview 
mirror,” said Melanie Nezer, vice 
president for public affairs at 
HIAS. She dubbed the Trump era 
“the fire swamp.”

But Nezer is cognizant as well 
of “the sheer amount of time, 
effort and creativity it’s going to 
take for the new administration 
and those of us who work on 
these issues to unravel and fix it.”

“The prior administration 
really decimated our 
infrastructure, our systems, our 
staffing,” she said. “It’s stunning 
to think about the damage that 
was done.”

HIAS needed to pivot under 
Trump

In a sense, the Trump 
administration thrust HIAS into a 
new era in its history. Founded in 
1881 as the Hebrew Immigrant 
Aid Society, the agency at first 
was a resource and aid to waves of 
newly arrived Jewish immigrants 
from Eastern Europe. Later it 
worked to resettle Holocaust 

survivors and Soviet Jewish refugees.
In the years after the Soviet Union’s collapse, HIAS shortened its 

name to the acronym and pivoted to resettling non-Jewish refugees 
and mobilizing the American Jewish community around advocating 
for immigrants and refugees.

Days after taking office, Trump announced that he was banning all 
refugee entry, and while refugees never stopped coming, the numbers 

plummeted to a fraction of what 
they once were. HIAS resettled 
3,844 refugees in Fiscal Year 
2016, but only 1,171 two years 
later with Trump in office.

Trump’s actions on 
immigration, beginning with 
the travel ban, spurred a flood 
of donations to HIAS. Since 
the start of Trump’s term, the 
agency more than doubled its 
annual budget to $90 million. 
But resettling refugees — how 
the organization had once spent 
most of the donations — became 
unprecedentedly controversial 
and difficult.

With its windfall, HIAS sued 
the Trump administration 
over its travel ban, increased 
its advocacy work and shifted 
its weight outside the U.S. The 
organization opened offices in 
Mexico to help people who were 
camped on the other side of the 

border. Overall, it opened offices in five new countries, sending its total 
to 16 foreign offices. Rather than helping potential refugees reach the 
United States, HIAS assists them in accessing resources and obtain 
rights and legal status in their home nations. And the agency increased 
its fundraising work in Europe.

HIAS expands to other countries
“We decided we needed to do the work where the refugees are and 

HIAS CONT. ON PG 15

Activists hold a banner during a pro-refugee demonstration organized by HIAS outside the U.S. Capitol, 
Sept. 14, 2017. (Aaron P. Bernstein/Getty Images)
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It sure helps to be an immigrant when it comes to celebrating your 
country’s Independence Day. Immigrants, especially if they have come 
as adults, are especially appreciative of their new country. They have a 
sense of what their lives would have been like in their native countries, 
they see what their lives are like now, and they 
almost always conclude that their immigration 
was an excellent move. For me as an immigrant to 
Israel, a country with so many other immigrants, 
Yom Ha’Aztma’ut is joyous indeed. 

Yom Ha’Atzma’ut, which this year was 
celebrated in Israel on April 15, marks two 
independences. Like several other nations 
in the mid-20th century (such as Algeria 
from France, Libya from Italy, and India from 
Britain), Israel broke free from old-world 
colonialism and achieved independence. But 
Israel’s independence is also celebrated by 
Jews the world-over as a day when the Jewish 
people became independent. Yom Ha’Atzma’ut 
festivities emphasize this transition of the Jewish 
people from exile to sovereignty. Again, and again 
many of the people given honors during Yom Ha’Atzma’ut (whether in 
lighting a torch at night or as recipients of the Israel Prize during the 
day) mention either their own immigration or their parents’ or their 
grandparents’. The millions of Israelis tuning in to these festivities 
cannot help but sense a feeling of deep gratitude and appreciation for 
Israel as an ingathering of exiles. 

The aspect of Yom Ha’Atzma’ut as Jewish independence continues 
to be particularly vibrant: Every immigrant to Israel has moved from 
a country with a Jewish minority culture to the world’s only Jewish 

majority culture. Gone are our 
Jewish noses and our Jewish 
appearances in general; gone 
is our Jewish stinginess and 

our money-grubbing ways; 
gone is our physical weakness, 
our wimpiness, and our 
unattractiveness. With our aliyah, 
we are judged independently 
and not as representatives 
of the Jewish people, and we 
realize now how so many of the 
stereotypes about Jews are both 

incorrect and laced with antisemitism.
America too is known as a land of 

immigrants, but as with Irish Americans 
and Italian Americans, the 
Jewish immigrant generation has 
almost completely died out. For 
the vast majority of American 
Jews, therefore, the immigrant 
experience is a thing of the 
past--too far removed to make 
the Fourth of July into a meaningful Independence Day. 
This is not to take away from the love that American Jews 
(myself included) have for America. And on the Fourth of 
July we are happy to feel and express this love in parades, 
fairs, and fireworks, and to get a lump in our throat 
when the “Star Spangled Banner” is played. But joy for 
America’s independence? Not really—that’s too much of a 
given for us.

Endnote: In mentioning the passing on of the American 
Jewish immigrant generation, I want to also note that we are 

witnessing the end of a staple of American comedy: the Jewish accent. 
From Mel Brooks to Billy Crystal to Jerry Seinfeld, any time you wanted 
to play a Jewish person, you would signal this with a kind of Yiddish-
accented English. Millennial American Jews will have hardly run across 
such a speaker in person, and certainly their children won’t. Part of me 
is wistful about this, though there is nothing particularly endearing 
about calling attention to a person’s accent. At any rate from here on 
in, if comedians want their audiences to laugh, they are going to have 

where they need us,” Nezer said. “Resettlement is such a wonderful, 
humanitarian positive solution for people, but it’s only a solution for a 
small number of refugees.”

One advantage of the work abroad is that it can be far less 
dependent on the U.S. president. In Ecuador, for example, where HIAS 
has 420 employees and 17 offices, the group focuses on refugees 
fleeing conflicts in Colombia and Venezuela.

Asked whether the 2020 election changed anything, Sabrina 
Lustgarten, who has managed the agency’s work in Ecuador, said “We 
haven’t seen any change with Trump and with Biden.”

Perhaps the nadir of the Trump era for HIAS, as for the entire 
American Jewish community, came on Oct. 27, 2018, when a white 
supremacist wrote on social media that “HIAS likes to bring invaders in 
that kill our people. I can’t sit by and watch my people get slaughtered. 
Screw your optics, I’m going in.”

Soon after, he entered the Tree of Life*Or L’simcha synagogue in 
Pittsburgh and perpetrated the worst anti-Semitic attack in American 
history, killing 11 Jews as they prayed on Shabbat.

“It was a real wakeup call for us,” Hetfield said, adding that before 
the Trump era and the shooting, he had thought resettling refugees 
was relatively uncontroversial.

Until the Trump administration, according to the Pew Research 
Center, the United States consistently let in more refugees than the 

rest of the world combined, no 
matter who was president.

“We were such an apple pie 
issue,” he said. “We didn’t have 
to worry about security, and now 
we realized we’re just like every 
Jewish agency, yet we have to 
create an environment that’s a 
welcoming environment because 
that’s the whole theme of who we 
are. It’s really hard.”

Never Again Action says Biden 
can do more

HIAS was only one piece of 
Jewish activism on behalf of 
immigrants in the Trump era. 
Another group, Never Again 
Action, was founded in 2019 
and quickly received national 
attention for demonstrating in 
front of ICE detention centers, 
blocking the entrances and 
being arrested. The tactics were 
the most explicit expression 
of frustration in an American 
Jewish community that, divided 
as it might be on other issues, 
has historically championed the 
rights and plights of immigrants.

Stephen Lurie, one of the 
group’s organizers, said the 
group hopes to stress that even 
if, from its perspective, the Biden 
administration is saying the right 
things about immigrants, it can 
be pushed to do more.

“One of the challenges that we’re facing, or anyone that’s doing 
advocacy on this front faces, is that people may believe that the 
administration is doing the best it can already, and that is demobilizing,” 
Lurie said. “There actually is still a big gap between what they can do 
and what they are doing.”

Friday’s announcement drove that gap home to Hetfield. He still 
sees the Biden administration as an ally rather than an adversary. And 
he’s happy that the changes Biden did make will allow resettlement 
agencies to meet the limit of 15,000 refugees this year.

But Biden’s decision to delay raising the limit means that, just like 
in past years, Hetfield is looking to the future, hoping for better news.

“We don’t know if they’re clarifying or backpedaling or what,” he 
said following the White House’s second announcement. “They should 
just raise the damn ceiling and figure out how many refugees they can 
bring in under that ceiling, and what’s the plan for doing it.”
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