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Co-Chairs

Arlene Dressler | Marcia Reinhard | Rachel Sheriff 

Fay Clymer 

Carol Curland 

Harriet Grayson 

Elyse Landesberg 

Gail Leeser 

Ron Leeser 

Sam Linder 

Mark Lipman 

Nadine Lipman 

Susan Meisler 

Aaron Rosenberg 

Myrna Schwarz 

Scott Wolfe 

Staff 

Carin Savel, Carly Luft, and Mimi Perl 

Jewish Federation of Eastern Connecticut 

28 Channing Street, New London, CT 06320 | 860-442-8062 

Romana Strochlitz Primus, President 

Carin Savel, Executive Director 

Marcia Reinhard, Assistant Director 

office@jfec.com | www.JFEC.com 

 

The Jewish Federation of Eastern Connecticut is a local, not-for-profit organi-

zation that supports humanitarian, social service, cultural and educational 

efforts in Eastern Connecticut, in Israel and around the world. Locally, it pro-

vides direct services to seniors, adults and youth through a variety of pro-

grams and activities. 

As part of its educational efforts, the Federation works with public, private, 

and parochial schools to promote the study of the Holocaust and the im-

portance of taking individual responsibility for one’s actions. 

The JFEC is a member agency of the United Way of Southeastern  

Connecticut. 

Committee 
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About our movies . . . 

LOVE IN SUSPENDERS 
(Israel; Hebrew with English subtitles, 2019, 79 minutes) 

 
THURSDAY (12:01 am) – SUNDAY (11:59 pm), MAY 6-9  

When absent-minded widow Tami accidentally hits 70-year-old widower Beno with 

her car, the last thing on her mind is love and romance. Trying to ensure Beno will 

not sue her, she invites him over to her apartment. Against her wishes, and alt-

hough she finds it hard to move on following her husband’s death,  

Tami starts falling for Beno, who is head over heels in love with her. But will their 

budding relationship survive the scrutiny of their children? Israeli Oscar-winner 

Shlomo Bar-Aba (MJFF 2016 film Hill Start) gives a heartwarming performance as 

Tami’s late husband, who refuses to let her go in this charming romantic comedy 

for the young and young at heart. 

 

A STARRY SKY ABOVE THE ROMAN GHETTO 
(Italy: Italian with English subtitles, 2020, 100 minutes) 

Sponsored by the Hochberg Holocaust and Human Rights Education Committee, Temple 

Bnai Israel 

 

THURSDAY (12:01 am) – SUNDAY (11:59 pm), MAY 13-16  

The discovery of a puzzling photograph sparks a student to probe the history of 

Rome’s Jewish ghetto and the fate of a little girl, in this Italian teen drama interlac-

ing past and present. When Sofia finds an old snapshot in a neglected suitcase, 

she’s mesmerized by the child’s picture.  

As details emerge—the child’s name, separation from her parents during a Gestapo 

raid, and rescue by a nun—Sofia commits to honoring the girl’s memory by staging 

an original play with classmates and friends from a nearby Jewish high school. But 

first she must overcome objections of concerned parents.  

A talented ensemble injects youthful energy into this inspiring interfaith story about 

the importance of memory, coexistence and reconciling generational frictions. 

SPEAKER: Director Giulio Base, Sunday, May 16, 1:00 pm 

 

KISS ME KOSHER 
(Israel, Germany: Arabic, German, and Hebrew with English subtitles, 2019, 105 minutes) 

 
THURSDAY (12:01 am) – SUNDAY (11:59 pm), MAY 20-23  

Sparks fly when two families from wildly different cultural backgrounds collide to 

plan a same-sex wedding, in this screwball romantic comedy that crosses all bor-

ders. After a string of not-too-serious ex-girlfriends, Shira (Moran Rosenblatt) has 

finally found real love with Maria (Luise Wolfram), a German who has uprooted en-

tirely just to be with Shira in Tel Aviv. The two women plan to marry…eventually. 

But when Shira’s family inadvertently discovers the engagement, wedding plans 

kick into high gear. Even Maria’s parents insist on a big ceremony, and when they 

get to Israel, the two families awkwardly try to overcome their cultural and religious 

differences. All, that is, except Shira’s headstrong and fiercely independent grand-
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mother, Berta (Rivka Michaeli), who strongly disapproves of any marriage between 

Germans and Jews and will go to any lengths to break up the happy couple. But 

Berta’s love life gets complicated after she secretly starts seeing a Palestinian man.  

As Shira’s younger brother eagerly documents the family chaos for a school video 

project, Shira and Maria discover the road to happiness is more a minefield, littered 

with booby traps that could detonate at any time. Shirel Peleg’s brave, subversive 

debut finds laugh-out-loud comedy in even the darkest, most cringeworthy situa-

tions. 

 

THE SHABBOS GOY (short) 
(USA, 2019, 7 minutes) 

 

THURSDAY (12:01 am) – SUNDAY (11:59 pm), MAY 20-23  

THE SHABBOS GOY noun /ˈSHäbəs / goi/ 
 

1 – a non-Jew who performs certain tasks which religious law prohibits a Jew from 

doing on the Sabbath. 

2 – a human loophole. 

In this delightful comedic short God literally forbids Chana to turn off her vibrator 

gone rogue, so she sets out on a quest to find someone who can.  

 

THEY AIN’T READY FOR ME 
(USA, 2018, 195 minutes) 

 
THURSDAY (12:01 am) – SUNDAY (11:59 pm), JUNE 3-6  

THEY AIN’T READY FOR ME, is the feature-length documentary about Tamar Ma-

nasseh, the African American rabbinical student who is leading the fight against 

senseless killings on the south side of Chicago. Every day, Tamar, the vivacious, 

self-assured and magnetic mother of two, sits on the corner of 75th Street and 

South Stewart Avenue in the Englewood section of Chicago.  

This is the ghetto, where poverty, unemployment, addiction, and violence are ram-

pant. In 2015, a young mother was shot and killed trying to break up a fight. For 

Tamar, this was one senseless killing too many. Tired of waiting for politicians to do 

something, Tamar took the situation into her own hands. She did something simple 

yet revolutionary – she sat down on the corner and hasn’t left since. 

Each day she sits on the corner, barbecuing, playing music and bringing games for 

kids to play with. In over four years, not one person has been killed on the block. 

Tamar and the organization she founded, MASK, Mothers and Men Against Sense-

less Killings, are proving that something can be done, the situation is not hopeless.  

With just her presence on the block – talking, joking and hanging out – she is mak-

ing the forgotten members of the neighborhood believe that there are people who 

care whether they live or die. But Tamar Manasseh is more than just a concerned 

mother – she’s also a rabbinical student. Her unique background and upbringing 

give her a perspective that few people can claim. Both authentically Jewish and au-

thentically Black, she brings an understanding of both communities, even as she 

struggles for acceptance in the Jewish world. 

THEY AIN’T READY FOR ME explores the challenges and motivations of this fear-

less community leader as she works to prevent more people from being killed by 
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gun violence. It also highlights how her Judaism influences her activism. Tamar’s 

complex identity and magnetic personality combine to make her a force to be reck-

oned with, and she hasn’t even hit her stride yet. 

SPEAKERS: Director Brad Rothschild and subject Tamar Manasseh, Sunday, 

June 6, 7:30 pm 

 

HERE WE ARE 

(Israel: Hebrew with English subtitles, 2020, 92 minutes) 

Sponsored by Congregation Sharah Zedek 

 
THURSDAY (12:01 am) – SUNDAY (11:59 pm), JUNE 10-13  

HERE WE ARE tells the story of devoted father, Aharon, who has spent his life rais-

ing is son, Uri. They live together in a gentle routine, away from the real world. But 

Uri is autistic, and now as a young adult it might be time for him to live in a special-

ized home. While on their way to the institution, Aharon decides to run away with 

his son and hits the road, knowing that Uri is not ready for this separation. Or is it, in 

fact, his father who is not ready? 

 

THE SPY BEHIND HOME PLATE 
(USA, 2018, 80 minutes) 

 
THURSDAY (12:00 pm) – SUNDAY (12:00 pm), JUNE 17-20  

Aviva Kempner’s THE SPY BEHIND HOME PLATE is the first feature-length docu-

mentary to tell the real story of Morris “Moe” Berg, the enigmatic and brilliant Jewish 

baseball player turned spy. Berg caught and fielded in the major leagues during 

baseball’s Golden Age in the 1920s and 1930s. But very few people know that Berg 

also worked for the Office of Strategic Services (OSS), spying in Europe and play-

ing a prominent role in America’s efforts to undermine the German atomic bomb 

program during WWII. 

THE SPY BEHIND HOME PLATE reveals the life of this unknown Jewish hero 

through rare historical footage and photographs as well as revealing interviews with 

an All-Star roster of celebrities and other individuals from the worlds of sports, spy 

craft, and history. Berg may have had only a .243 batting average during his 15-

year major league career, but it was the stats he collected for the OSS that made 

him a most valuable player to his country during World War II. 

SPEAKER: Producer/Director/Writer Aviva Kempner, Sunday, June 20, 7:30 pm 

 
CRESCENDO 

(Germany: German with English subtitles, 2020, 106 minutes) 

Sponsored by Carol Curland 

 
THURSDAY (12:01 am) – SUNDAY (11:59 pm), JUNE 24-27  

In CRESCENDO, a renowned conductor assembles an orchestra of Israeli and Pal-

estinian youth, only to be drawn into a tempest of distrust and discord. For personal 

reasons, maestro Eduardo Sporck agrees to arrange a symbolic concert for a Mid-

dle East peace summit in Italy. But corralling the young artists - sworn enemies 

from the Arab-Israeli divide - is easier said than done. As auditions begin in Tel 
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Aviv, conflict between the factions flares up almost instantly. It takes all the conductor's 

skills to get his musicians in harmony, building to a tense, emotional finale. 

An impressive cast of Israeli and Palestinian non-actors, lends authenticity to this pow-

erful drama, loosely inspired by Daniel Barenboim's West-Eastern Divan Orchestra.  

SPEAKER: Screenwriter Stephen Glantz, Sunday, June 27, 7:30 pm 

 

 
(as of May 10, 2021) 

Yale/NewHaven Health, Lawrence + Memorial Hospital  

 

Rita Hendel & Family 

 

Patricia Hendel & Family 

 

Litchfield Distillery 

The Nutmeg Companies, Inc. 

Valenti Auto Group 

 

Steven & Debra Daren 
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(as of May 10, 2021) 

Carol Curland 

The Leiser Family Foundation 

Mallove’s Jewelers 

Sayet & Seder, Attorneys at Law 

Hochberg Holocaust & Human Rights  
Education Committee, Temple Bnai Israel 

Congregation Sharah Zedek 

Minuteman Press 
 

Fay Clymer & Blum Weinbaum 

Stan & Karen Bloustine 

Daniel’s Bait, Tackle & Charters 

Kim & Kenn Fischburg 

Alan & Jennifer Friedman 

Nadine & Mark Lipman 

Attorney Richard J. Pascal, LLC 

Pizzarama Drive-In, New London 
 

 

 

 

 

Michael & Marcia Reinhard 

Rabbi Aaron & Karen Rosenberg 

Myrna Schwartz 

Sema Stein 

Wireless Zone of New London 

Mark & Jamie Block 

Barry & Cecile Feldman 

Elliot & Hinda Kimmel 

Robert & Mona Levin 

Rena Linder & Family 

Artie & Barbara Dean 

Helen Elperina &  
   Michael Rabinovich 

Ron & Gail Leeser  

Edward Perry 
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Best Wishes 

for the continued success  

of the  

2021 Jewish FilmFest 

 

Debra & Steven Daren 
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Best Wishes for a successful  

Jewish FilmFest! 
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SAYET & SEDER 

Attorneys at Law 

 

BART A. SAYET  

Laura B. Seder (1961-2010) 

John F. Conway, IV, Associate 

 

— Free initial consultation— 

 —In practice for over 35 years— 

 

Our general practice of law includes: 

Personal Injury / Auto Accidents 

Workers’ Compensation / Criminal Defense 

Drunk Driving Defense / Motor Vehicle 

Evictions 

Probate, Estates and Wills 

 

Wishing you another year of  

screening great movies! 

 

 

 

126 Main St / Norwich, CT 06360 

Phone: (860) 889-2369 / Fax: 860-889-4386 

Email: bsayet@sayetandseder.com 
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Hochberg Holocaust & Human Rights  

Education Committee, 

Temple Bnai Israel 
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Carol Curland 
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Wishing the Jewish FilmFest 

Shalom & Love, 

Fay Clymer & Family 

Bluma Becker Weinbaum & Family 

Best wishes 

for another successful  

Jewish FilmFest! 

 

Kim & Kenn Fischburg 
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Best Wishes 

for another successful  

Jewish FilmFest! 

Alan & Jennifer Friedman 
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Wishing the Jewish FilmFest much success! 
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Attorney 

Richard J. Pascal, LLC 

 

Business Law | Tax Law | Corporate Litigation 

Employment Law | Corporate Transactions 

 

Phone: 860-886-0266 | Fax: 860-886-0267 

Address: The Anderson Law Firm Building  

82 Chelsea Harbor Drive | Norwich, CT 06360 

Email: rpascal@attorneypascal.com  

Continuing to proudly serve our  

local community for over 59 years!  
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Barry & Cecile 

Feldman 

 

Elliot & Hinda  

Kimmel 

 

Mona & Robert Levin 
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Rabbi Aaron & Karen  

Rosenberg  

Sema Stein 
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Carin Savel 

Michael & Marcia  

Reinhard 
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