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The Jewish Federation 
launched its 2020-21 Annual 
Campaign on Sept. 13 via a zoom 
program at 4 pm. 

Mark Wilf, Jewish Federations 
of North America (JFNA) CEO 
and President of the Minnesota 
Vikings football team gave 
an inspirational talk about 
the importance of federation 
in today’s difficult world. He 
was introduced by the JFEC’s 
President, Romana Primus. Wilf 
and Primus have a connection 
that goes back years as they are 
both children of survivors.

Suzanne Barton Grant, past 
national campaign and Women’s 
Philanthropy chair then came on 
and spent time driving home the 
point of why giving to the JFEC 
benefits so many people -- locally, 
in Israel, and around the world.

Scott F. Wolfe, JFEC’s 
Campaign Chair further stressed 
that donations to the the Annual 
Campaign go a long way in 
supporting Federation programs 
and those in our community 
with reduced means to support 
themselves and their families.

Jewish comedian Joel Chasnoff 
finished off the one hour fifteen 
minute program with humor, 
coming to us live from Israel.

Please take a minute and 
read the letter below. It, along 
with your personalized pledge 
form, will be arriving in your 
mailbox over the next two weeks. 
Remember, the history and 
future of our Jewish community 
are stronger when we unite 
to support the programs that 
impact our families and the world 
around us! 100 DAYS starts NOW!

2020-21 
Campaign 
launches

Ron Edmonds/AP

By Sheila Horvitz, Esq.
It was just last year when hundreds in our community gathered in 

the Garde Theater to watch the wonderful documentary: “RBG” and 
to hear Constitutional Law Professor Richard Primus describe his 
experiences as a Law Clerk for Justice Ginsburg.

Since then, we have been praying for her, holding our breaths, and 
agonizing over every bit of news about her frequent bouts with illness, 
and marveling at her indomitable spirit, resilience, and towering 
strength.

But on Erev Rosh Hashanah, her incredible life’s journey came to an 
end. As many of us Zoomed our Rosh Hashanah services, we heard her 
name uttered with reverence in the chat rooms, and sometimes by the 
Rabbis at the bima. Within minutes of the news breaking, cell phones 
all over America were flooded with messages of shock, anguish, and 
sorrow.

Many commented on the symbolism of her death. A Jewish teaching 
says that those who die just before the Jewish New Year are the ones 
that God has held back until the last moment because they were 
needed most and were the most righteous - a Tzadik. Ginsburg often 
cited her Jewish heritage as a source for her passion for justice for 
minorities and those left behind.

Having another year to live was at the core of her dying wish: That 
she is not replaced until a new president is installed. Her death has set 
in motion an epic, monumental political struggle for the future of the 
Supreme Court and the fate of the issues that animated her life and 
work. The next few weeks will tell the story.

But the sorrow is beyond politics. Yes, she was a ground-breaking 
lawyer who revolutionized the legal system and developed the 
architecture that brick-by-brick built rights into the Constitution 
for women who were regarded formerly as second-class citizens. 
The Brooklyn-born Justice earned her law degree from Harvard and 
Columbia universities, then just one of nine women in her class.

As a trailblazer for women, she went on to become the first female 
professor at Columbia Law School, founded the Women’s Rights 
Project at the American Civil Liberties Union, and helped craft the 
legal case for women’s equality, she brought cases before the Supreme 
Court where she would in 1993 become the second female Justice in 
history.

She was a cultural icon, a phenomenon, NOTORIOUS, beloved by 
generations, young and old. In a world steeped in hyper-partisanship, 
anger, and division, she was a font of moral authority, civility, and calm.

Ruth Bader Ginsburg, z’l
An appreciation

By Marcia Reinhard, 
JFEC Ass’t Director
As promised, we are 

in edition #2 of our WHERE ARE THEY NOW? series. Ziv Gadri, one of 
our two emissaries from 2002-03 has written his article as a letter to 
you – his American community. 

His partner is one of the emissaries who is unable to write due to 
the nature of her job. I cannot even mention her name, unfortunately. 
For those of you who know me, you know I tried. Some of you will 
remember her anyway. However, it does not at all diminish the impact 
the year had on her or the impact she made on us. 

In our next edition, both emissaries are unable to write so there will 
be a bit of a twist. A host sister to one will be writing and if possible, I 
will get a host sibling of the other. If not, I will write for her. 

Keep watching for these articles. They will come out in every 
edition of the Jewish Leader from now through May, as long as nothing 
keeps us from staying on schedule. 

In the meantime, on behalf of THE ISRAEL DESK and the Jewish 
Federation of Eastern CT, I wish you all Shana Tova and G’mar 
Chatimah Tovah! May 5781 bring us all the BEST OF HEALTH, reasons 
for celebration and only the happiest of surprises. And may COVID-19 
finally pack up and leave! AMEN TO THAT!

The 
Israel 
Desk

Dear Community,
Writing these lines brings up 

such a strong sense of longing to 
one of the most beautiful times 
of my life. To a place, which I still 
today consider as my second home. 
Such a long time has passed. So 
many things have happened since 
then. It is almost surreal to write 
you these lines.

On August 2002, I arrived in 
New London as an 18-year-old 
guy who just finished high school, 
to begin a year far from home, in a place I knew nothing about, with 
people whom I had only heard about so little before. So many question 
marks that I cannot even begin counting. It is all thanks to you, to all 
of you, I had a quick adjustment and transition process. With special 
thanks to the Klees – Brian, Diane, Jared, Justin and Trevor. The 
Wolmans – Len, Robyn, Nathan, and Jaimie. And the Kliozes – Sol, 
Trudy, and Jason. They all opened their homes to me and made me 
feel most welcome as one of their own.

And so, I recently got a surprising email from Marcia Reinhard, 

Where are 
they now? 
Ziv Gadri

l-r: Ziv Gadri, daughter 
Danielle, and wife Rotem. Ziv 
served as Eastern CT’s Young 
Emissary in 2002-03.
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Candle Lighting for Eastern CT area

Since 1946 

Energy Saving Windows & Doors! 
ORDER FACTORY DIRECT! 
Vinyl Replacement & New Construction Windows 
Storm Windows & Commercial Aluminum 
Professional Installation Available 

 

~ Duralite warm edge spacer stays warmer and keeps you cozy. 
            ~ When you’re cozy you save energy and money! 
   ~ Saving energy is also good for the environment.  
                ~ Stay comfortable and keep moisture out. 
         ~ Duralite glass space is the best in the  
                                                          industry! 

860.848.9258 
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 
www.alltimemfg.com 

Congregation Ahavath Chesed
590 Montauk Avenue, New London 

is holding indoor, in-person services:
 

Every shabbat:  9:45 am--11:45 am.
 

For Yom Kippur,
Sunday, Sept 27 Kol Nidre  6:18
Monday, Sept 28
Morning Services: 9:00am
Torah Service: 10:45am
Yizkor Memorial Service: 11:20pm
Evening Services: Mincha 5:10pm,  Neilah 6:10pm
Fast Ends: 7:15pm 

For Sukkot
Saturday, October 3, Services for 1st day of Sukkot start at 9:45
Sunday, October 4, Services for 2nd day of Sukkot start at 9:45am
 Saturday, October 10, Services for Shemini Atzeret start at 

9:45am 
   Hakafot  7:00pm

Sunday, October 11, services for Simchat Torah start at 9:45 amBy Marcy Oster, JTA
A mixed martial arts and kickboxing champion from India is moving 

to Israel, and he plans to represent the Jewish state in international 
competition.

Obed Hrangchal, 26, who has won national medals in India in 
several martial arts, is religiously observant and a member of the Bnei 
Menashe Jewish community. He is set to immigrate with his parents 
and sister right after the High Holidays.

“I have always dreamt of making aliya to the Land of Israel and I am 
very excited at the prospect of doing so,” he said in a statement released 

Indian kickboxing champ moving to Israel 
by Shavei Israel, an organization 
that helps lost communities of 
Jews or descendants of Jews to 
rediscover their roots and come 
to Israel.

Hrangchal said in the 
statement that he plans to serve 
in the Israeli army.

He and his family were the only 
Jews in the village of Thinghlun, 
in the state of Mizoram, before 
selling their home and farmland 
in 2013 to move to the capital 
city of Aizawl while awaiting 
the opportunity to immigrate to 
Israel.

The Bnei Menashe are 
believed to be descended from 
the biblical tribe of Manasseh, 
one of the 10 Lost Tribes exiled 
from the Land of Israel more 
than 2,700 years ago. In 2005, 
then-Sephardic Chief Rabbi 
Shlomo Amar endorsed the 
Bnei Menashe’s claim to Jewish 
ancestry, but required them to 
convert to Orthodox Judaism.

More than 4,000 Bnei 
Menashe have made aliyah in the 
past two decades. Another 6,500 
remain in India but want to move 
to Israel.

At a meeting in August, Israel’s 
minister of aliyah and absorption, 
Penina Tamanu-Shata, told 
Shavei Israel Chairman Michael 
Freund that in cooperation with 
the Interior Ministry, she was 
moving ahead with the aliyah 
of 722 Bnei Menashe, including 
Hrangchal and his family.

Obed Hrangchal won national medals in India in several martial 
arts. (Courtesy of Shavei Israel)

44726

 Diamonds  ❖  Watches  ❖  Crystal
 Fine Contemporary & Antique Jewelry

 Custom Jewelry Design  ❖  Expert Jewelry & Watch Repair
 Estate Jewelry Bought & Sold

 262 Boston Post Road • Utopia Centre 
 Waterford, CT • (860) 442-4391

 Monday - Thursday 10:00-6:00  ❖  Friday 10:00-7:00  ❖  Saturday 10:00-4:00

 Since 1919 Southeastern Connecticut’s Oldest and Most Respected Jewelers
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Volunteer docents are 
needed for the upcoming 
run of JFEC’s Stories of 
Resilience: Encountering 
Racism exhibit at the 
La Grua Center in 
Stonington. Developed 
from JFEC’s Encountering 
Differences Program, 
the exhibit highlights the 
lives of five exceptional 
New London county 
residents and showcases 
their determination and 
remarkable successes in 
the face of personal and 
systemic racism. 

Please join us in becoming a part of this important exhibit which 
will be on view from October through December. Training will be 
provided. 

Please contact Tammy Kaye, Program Coordinator, JFEC 
Encountering Programs, programcoordinator@jfec.com to help or 
for more information.

Stories of Resilience  
Exhibit Needs You!

By Jack Haynes
Yachad has been very busy over the last month, planning events, 

and adapting to new COVID-19 regulations. As of September 13, 
all Connecticut Valley Region chapters are moving into Phase 2 of 
programming! This is great news for our chapter. Phase 2 allows us 

to hold in-person events 
with a maximum of 
50 people, which is a 
big improvement from 
the original 10 people 
mandate. Temperatures 
will be taken of everyone 

attending the event upon their arrival. Masks must be worn at every 
event, whether inside or outside, although right now we are only 
holding our events outside. Of course, social distancing will still be 
necessary and adhered to. Although we are not allowed to provide any 
materials or food at events, teens are encouraged to bring their own 
supplies and snacks. All of these regulations will be followed for our 
upcoming September 26 event! 

On the 26th, Yachad will be hosting our “Rosh-Kippur Pre-Kickoff” 
event. The event will focus on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur in 
addition to including a bonfire, games, and tons of fun! For this event, 
however, teens are encouraged to eat before they come and not bring 
food with them.  

Not only did Yachad plan an awesome September event, but coming 
up on October 17 will be our “DIY Drive-In”! This drive-in event will 

Busy Bees: Yachad BBYO
include a backyard showing 
of “Paul Blart: Mall Cop” with 
a projector and screen kindly 
provided to us by our Regional 
Directors. This event will also 
follow all of Phase 2 guidelines 
and will be a lot of fun. Teens 
can and should bring their own 
popcorn or other snack of choice 
to this event as well as their own 
drink. 

Not only will this event be an 
awesome time, but it will also 
give us the opportunity to do 
something for the community. At 
the October 17 event, Yachad will 
host a “Non-Perishable Food Drive 
Competition”. Teens attending 
the event will be encouraged to 
bring as many non-perishable 
food items as possible to donate 
to the Jewish Federation’s food 
pantry. During this pandemic, 
the Jewish Federation has been 
providing food for five times the 
number of people they provided 
for, pre-COVID. Once the event 
begins, the teens will be split up 
into two teams. Whichever team 
brings the most non-perishables 
will win an awesome prize! And 
truly everyone will be winners! 
We all win when we give to those 
in need. We are all truly excited 
for and looking forward to an 
enjoyable fall season! 

Looking even further into the 
future, Yachad members and all 
teens, BBYO members or not, 
have an incredible opportunity 
to receive a $3,000 “RootOne 
Voucher” towards a trip to Israel 
for summer 2021! (Crazy, right?!) 
Led by the Jewish Education 
Project, “RootOne” aims to 
increase teens traveling to Israel 
by nearly 40% every year. This 
is being offered to teens on trips 
through BBYO and other teen 
organizations. Anyone interested 
is highly encouraged to register. 
The vouchers will be given out on 
a first-come, first-serve basis. To 
secure your place, a $250 down 
payment is required which will 
be fully refundable until March 
2, 2021. Visit bbyopassport.
org for more information about 
this amazing opportunity. 
This is open to all teens, BBYO 
membership not required and 
not based on need. If you are not 
sure by March 2 that it will be 
safe to travel to Israel and you 
don’t want to gamble, you can 
cancel and receive your deposit 
back in full. March 2 is the final 
date for full refund if cancelling.

For information on how to 

Join us for an engaging 
conversation on racism in 
America, October 7 at 6:00 
pm over Zoom. The discussion 
will kick-off the opening of 
JFEC’s Stories of Resilience: 
Encountering Racism exhibit 
which will be on view through 
the end of the year at the La 
Grua Center in Stonington. 

Panelists include exhibit 
contributors, attorney Lonnie 
Braxton, Rev. Florence Clarke, 
Sonalysts Board member 
Donetta Hodge and Lynda B. 
Smith, Ph.D. Jerry Fischer, retired 

Executive Director of JFEC, will moderate the discussion. This event 
is open to everyone at no charge - register at www.lagruacenter.org 
and a meeting link will be sent to you prior to the meeting.

Stories of Resilience  

In a world of escalating tensions and hate crimes based on race, 
religion, ethnicity or cultural background, the need to educate youth 
about the dangers of marginalizing people based on these attributes 
is paramount. The Federation’s Encountering Survivors program 
provides a unique opportunity for students to learn about the Holocaust 

through the eyes 
of local Holocaust 
survivors. The pro-
gram is making a 
direct and lasting 
impact on students. 

“Hearing pers-
onal stories has 
given me a new 
perspective of the 
Holocaust and a 
greater appre-
ciation for the 

struggle of those who endured it. This experience was far more impactful 
than anything that can be taught in a classroom, and I will carry it with 
me for the rest of my life. I am grateful to have had the opportunity to get 
to know about a survivor and his family. It has taught me the meaning 
of resilience as well as the value of kindness and those who support us.”

Megan Delillo
Encountering 

Survivors Student
East Lyme High 

School
This program enables 

students to examine their 
own role in creating a just 
society by breaking down 
racial and cultural barriers 
and confronting hatred 
and prejudice.

Encountering Programs - 
Impacted by your gift

Tammy Kaye, Program Coordinator

become involved in our Yachad BBYO chapter and join us on Oct. 17, 
please email Regan Kaye, Membership Chair, at kayer@region18.org 
or our Advisor, Marcia Reinhard, at mreinhard@jfec.com.

Jack Haynes is a Senior at East Lyme High School and the 
Communication Chair for our Yachad BBYO Chapter.  Jack enjoys posting 
on social media and putting his skills to work for the chapter.

mailto:programcoordinator%40jfec.com?subject=Stories%20of%20Reilience%20-%20LaGrua
http://www.lagruacenter.org
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Sukkot

Join us to Share your Sukkot Creations
Saturday, October 3rd @ 5:00 pm 

Celebrate

On Sukkot Jewish families build a
temporary hut (sukkah) with an open roof
made of branches to let in moonlight and

an open side to welcome guests.

Zoom Link
Meeting ID: 828 7257 2062

Passcode: shalom

For further information contact Barbara Wolfe: pjlibrary@jfec.com

BUILD YOUR OWN 
SUKKAH!

HTTPS://PJLIBRARY.ORG/SUKKOT

MAKE YOUR OWN
LULAV AND ETROG

HTTPS://TEWATERFORD.ORG/MAKE-
YOUR-OWN-LULAV-ETROG/

On September 9, Goodspeed Musicals Executive Director Michael 
Gennaro announced programming for the Tony Award-winning 
theater’s 2021 season. “As we prepare for the 2021 season, safety 
is our priority. We continue to spend countless hours researching, 
planning and talking with state officials and leaders in the 
healthcare community to ensure that when we reopen, 
it will be as safe as possible for our audience, staff and 
performers” he said. “Based on everything we know to 
date,” he continued, “the goal is to safely reopen The 
Goodspeed in June 2021.”

Goodspeed Musicals will open in 2021 with a two-
show season that begins with the long-overdue and much-
anticipated production of Rodgers & Hammerstein’s 
South Pacific. This musical theatre classic based on James 
A. Michener’s Pulitzer Prize winning novel and featuring 
an extraordinary and irresistible score will be directed by 
Rob Ruggiero (Show Boat, Carousel, Oliver!). With Music 
by Richard Rodgers, lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II, and book by Oscar 
Hammerstein II and Joshua Logan, South Pacific will run June 11 - 
August 22, 2021.

In the fall Goodspeed will produce the World Premiere of Anne 
of Green Gables, based on the beloved novel by L.M. Montgomery. 
The new folk-rock musical with multi-generational appeal features 
book and lyrics by Matte O’Brien and music by Matt Vinson and will 
be directed by Jenn Thompson (The Music Man, Oklahoma! and Bye 
Bye Birdie). Anne of Green Gables is a fresh and exciting musical that 
not only illustrates Goodspeed’s long-standing commitment to new 

Goodspeed musicals announces 
plans for 2021 season

musicals, but also has a very 
bright future beyond Goodspeed. 
Anne of Green Gables will run 
September 10 – November 14, 

2021.
Exclusively for 2021, 

audiences will have the option 
to attend a live performance or 
watch from the comfort of their 
own home. “We all know that it 
will take time to get comfortable 
going out in public again, 
especially to a theater” Gennaro 
shared. “To make things easier, we 
have made special arrangements 

with the unions 
representing the actors, 
directors, choreographers 
and designers to allow us 
to record our shows and 
make them available for 
members, subscribers 
and single ticket buyers to 
watch online,“ he said.

Additional changes have 
been made with regards 
to the organization’s plans 
for 2021. Closing both 
theatres for over a year 
has put extreme pressure 
on Goodspeed’s financial 
resources, leading to a 
conservative approach to 
restarting and reopening 
operations.  As a result, the 
launch of Goodspeed’s new 
Worklight Series at The 
Terris Theatre in 2021 has 
been postponed until 2022.

Gennaro stated, “It is 
hard to believe that our 
theatres are dark and 
will be for the rest of this 
year. We miss the great 
performances, the singing 
and the dancing and most 
of all, we miss our patrons. 
Yet we are filled with 
excitement and hope for the 
day when we can all be back 
in the Opera House to enjoy 
musical theatre at its best.“

WE’RE COVERING  
ALL THE ANGLES

Our journalists are in the community, 
investigating, analyzing, and seeking the 
information you need so you can make 

informed decisions for the Presidential and 
statewide races. 

Count on our Election 2020 coverage for 
In-depth reporting about the candidates and issues 

Columns & editorials | Local voter feedback
Op-eds | Letters to the editor | Podcasts

View all election coverage at
theday.com/election2020

By Marcy Oster, JTA
The United States is negotiating the sale of F-35 stealth fighter jets 

to the United Arab Emirates and plans to have a letter of agreement 
prepared by early December, according to a report citing sources close 
to the talks.

The report by Reuters was published Tuesday as Israeli Defense 
Minister Benny Gantz, also the alternate prime minister, arrived in 
Washington, D.C., to meet with Secretary of Defense Mark Asper.

Israel’s government opposes the sale of the F-35s to the UAE, citing 
security reasons, and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has denied 
that he agreed to allow the sale in order to reach the normalization 
agreement with the UAE signed earlier this month.

Gantz’s office said in a statement Monday that during his whirlwind 
24 hours in Washington, he will participate in meetings “to discuss 
maintaining Israel’s qualitative edge, international policy vis-à-vis 
Iran and strategy for stopping its expansion and entrenchment in 
the Middle East, as well as discussion on defense cooperation and 
procurement.” The statement did not specifically mention the F-35 
sale.

U.S. law mandates that Israel’s qualitative military edge in the 
region must be preserved, including in any U.S. arms sales. One way 
this could be achieved is by making the F-35 more visible to Israeli 
radar systems, Reuters reported, citing two unnamed sources.

Israel already has F-35s in service and has ordered a total of 50 
of the $100 million planes from the Lockheed Martin company, with 
delivery to be completed by December 2024.

President Donald Trump said in an interview last week that he 
would have “no problem” selling the F-35 to “very wealthy countries” 
that “would like to buy some fighter jets.” He said such sales would 
create jobs in the United States.

U.S. moves closer to sale 
of fighter jets to UAE
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    By  

Artie
  Dean

A Happy New Year in Difficult Times
As I prepare for the Beth El zoom on the first day of Rosh Hashanah, 

many thoughts run through my mind. I picture my grown children 
as kids again, all home, sitting with us at Beth El. “Why do we have 
to sit so close to the front?” I imagine my eldest saying. “My shirt is 
bothering me and why do I have to wear a tie,” says his brother. Why 
can’t I go outside for a while and see my friends? I’ll only be a few 
minutes,” says the eldest again, his lovely brown eyes insistent. I smile 
patiently, for the joy of having my family all around me is worth a bit of 
kvetching. The younger two sit calmly. They have not yet learned the 
art of the escape.

Finally, Rabbi Astor makes the announcement we’ve all been 
waiting for. “Children’s service starts in ten minutes.” A new exodus 
begins. Streams of children head for the exits. Their parents take a 
collective sigh of relief. I turn my attention to my prayer book, thankful 
for the chance to pray in peace for however long it lasts. I smile at 
my wife’s parents and her grandmother, sitting near the aisle—her 
brothers with extended family in the row behind. How lucky we were 
to be all together back then. 

“Are you almost ready?” my wife says, snapping me back to reality. 

“The Zoom starts at 9:30.”
“Yes, of course, almost ready,” I say, aware that we will be leading 

Ashrei early on in the service. “You can count on me.” But my mind 
wanders again. 

I picture being a ten-years-old sitting between my father and 
grandfather in our shul in Washington Heights in 1963. Back then, 
while my elders watched the Rabbi and the Chazzan, I watched the 
clock.

“I need a drink of water.” 
My father frowns. “We’ve been here ten minutes.”
“I know, but I’m really thirsty.”
After interrupting his prayers another few times he frowns. “Alright 

but come right back. Remember you’re here to pray.” Like a death row 
inmate given a reprieve I hustle out to the lobby where likeminded 
ten-year-old’s gather around the water fountain. 

“My father lets me stay out as much as I want,” one of my fellow 
reprobates says. We kid around awhile, reluctant young worshippers 
filing in and out. 

“I better get inside,” a friend says. My dad will kill me if I miss the 
shofar. I nod and trudge back to my seat.

A half hour later I’m up to my same tricks. “Dad, I have to go to the 
bathroom.”

He takes a deep breath but says nothing. For a moment I look to 
my grandfather for help. But he avoids my gaze, chanting prayers from 
memory. For a moment I imagine he is suppressing his laughter at my 
intransigence, but he gives no clue. 

“Please, Dad, I really have to go this time.”
Dad’s eyes remain on his prayer book. “You’ll have to wait. The 

Rabbi is speaking soon.” I press 
my knees together but get no 
sympathy. “And you better not 
fall asleep while the Rabbi is 
speaking.” I groan internally, the 
glimmer of a smile at the corners 
of my mouth. “I would never do 
that.” Dad rolls his eyes and turns 
back to his prayers.

***
That was some fifty-six years 

ago. I’ve come full circle since 
then. I continue my preparations 
for my first Rosh Hashanah 
Zoom, a legacy of the Pandemic 
which I hope will never have to 
be repeated. I consider wearing 
a t-shirt and a pair of shorts, 
but the idea of disrespecting the 
service and our traditions make 
me reach for a dress shirt and tie. 
I don my tallis and kippah, make 
sure my hair is arranged neatly. 
Then my wife enters the room. 
She is dressed smartly as ever, 
almost as if she’ll see everyone. 
Actually she will, because when 
facing the camera, all is revealed.

The Zoom session begins. 
Rabbi Kideckel takes charge right 
from the beginning, directing 
the service, cueing the Chazzan, 
introducing each participant as 
if this is not extraordinary. My 
wife and I recite the Ashrei for 
the congregation. Then I relax. 
We follow along in our prayer 
books. It’s great to be able to see 
and hear everything so well. It’s 
like having a front row seat. Some 
of the Chazzan’s tunes are new, 
some familiar. I sing along when 
I can. Since its Shabbat, there’s no 
Shofar to be heard. The service 
ends with Kiddush. I pick up my 
Kiddush cup, a family heirloom. 
We sing along and take a few 
sips of wine. The service ends, 
but most people stay on longer 
to schmooze. Everyone seems 
so happy. We wish each other a 
Happy New Year, a cacophony 
of good wishes that makes me 
smile. In the afternoon, my wife’s 
brothers and family come to our 
back yard for a socially distanced 
luncheon. 

The second day’s Zoom runs 
as smoothly as the first. There 
are special readings for the Musaf 
service that pop up on the screen 
for us to read together. “This is 
pretty cool,” I mumble. My wife 
agrees. It’s so different. Yes, we’re 
alone in our living room, but 
clearly, we’re connected to our 
congregation, our community, 
and perhaps our people, all 
over the world, dealing with 
the Pandemic and keeping the 

holiday the best we can. I feel thankful to have worshipped with our 
community and appreciate Rabbi Kideckel and Chazzan’s Cohn’s hard 
work. What a great experience.

“Let’s make sure to go to Tashlich,” I say while we have lunch. We 
use our best dishes, although no one can enter our house to see them. 
I take a nap. I prepare to go down to Ocean Beach for Tashlich. In past 
years we might draw twenty or thirty people to Mitchell College Beach. 
This year, considering the Pandemic, I wonder if we’ll have a minyan. 
We park, then head for the boardwalk. To my amazement a large 
crowd has gathered near what used to be the clock tower. Everyone is 
wearing a mask. We don ours and head for the beach. 

Rabbi Kideckel speaks with his back to the water. I count maybe 
100 people, all spread out, in little clusters—such is our new reality. 
We yearn to see our friends…from six feet or more. The prayers are 
chanted, followed by a few readings and wonderful songs. Then it’s 
time to blow the shofar so that everyone can have the mitzvah of 
hearing it in person. I see many people bringing their shofar to their 
lips. “Tekiah.” A familiar sound erupts from all around. The seagulls 
take it in stride, but I wonder if those walking along the boardwalk 
realize why hearing the sound of the shofar is so important. Then it’s 
time to throw our breadcrumbs into the sea, completing the symbolic 
act of getting rid of our sins. The seagulls swoop in, happy for the 
unexpected feast, oblivious to its meaning.

Later that evening I reflect on this strange yet wonderful Rosh 
Hashanah of 2020. No one could have ever imagined such a year, or 
our response to the challenges.

 I give thanks for having my son and his wife and their two young 
daughters living in New London, for as long as the Pandemic lasts. I 
picture a time when perhaps we’ll be in our own synagogue again. I’ll be 
able to worship indoors with my family on the High Holidays. Perhaps 
some of my children will attend, and maybe even a few grandchildren. 
And maybe, as I listen to the service and count myself lucky to be there, 
one or more of the grandchildren will lean over while I’m praying and 
say, “Papa, why can’t I go outside just for a little while? I promise I’ll 
come back.” Perhaps I’ll wink at their parents, appreciating the irony. 
And I’ll restrain any hint of laughter and with a serious face I’ll say, 
“Sure go ahead. Have a little fun. Just as long as you come back.”

Make checks payable to ‘JFEC’ and remit to 28 Channing St., New 
London, CT 06320. Reference CRR on memo line. Donations 
made to this fund help support the Federation’s food pantry 
and asssisting clients in a crisis situation brought on by COVID. 
You may also make a donation via the Federation’s website 
-- JFEC.com.
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By Sheila Horvitz
“At this moment in American history, two things are clear: 

with freedoms and rights come responsibilities, and women’s 
voices are needed more than ever.” 
So says Hadassah National President Rhoda Smolow. Civic 

engagement is central to Hadassah’s promise to effect change - from 
promoting voting and an informed citizenry, to writing and meeting 
directly with elected officials on issues that matter.

Hadassah is participating in Vision2020Votes, a national, 
nonpartisan effort to get more women than ever registered and voting 
in the 2020 elections. With HadassahVotes, our members are being 
mobilized around all phases of voter engagement — online and in our 
communities. By joining, you help us mark the 100th anniversary of 
women securing the vote by making this the largest turnout of women 
voters.

Hadassah’s July 2020 policy statement honors the history and 
impact of the suffrage movement and expands on Hadassah’s support 
for voter engagement and grassroots advocacy. Hadassah supports all 
efforts to ensure that each eligible person can vote safely and without 
impediments.

“Hadassah, the Women’s Zionist Organization of America, Inc., 
celebrates the 100th anniversary of women gaining the right to vote and 
reaffirms its historic commitment to encourage individual and collective 
civic engagement.

The women and men of the suffrage movement risked their freedom, 
physical safety, and relationships with family and community, earning 
women the vote and fundamentally reshaping women’s role in society. 
Hadassah honors their courage and perseverance – a true example of 
the Power of Women Who Do – which continues to inspire advocates to 
this day.”

Hadassah is a proud part of the movement to register women 
voters and to mobilize a record-breaking number of eligible women 
to cast ballots in 2020. With 40 percent or more of eligible voters not 
participating in recent elections, the non-partisan #HadassahVotes 
initiative goes beyond registration to emphasize planning and 
committing to vote.

Via the online platform Motivote, anyone can join Hadassah’s 
Voting Team and regional teams. Request an absentee ballot, add 
Election Day to your calendar, help someone else register, visit the 
Hadassah National Action Center and more — earning points every 
step of the way. Compete and engage online to make the whole voting 
process fun and easy.

Through digital and in-person engagement, Hadassah members 
will learn and educate others about the HadassahVotes Checklist: 
Register/verify registration; make a plan for Election Day or learn 
about early and mail-in voting options; find your polling place, hours, 
and ID requirements or request an absentee ballot; commit and set a 
reminder to vote; spread the word and encourage others.

For Connecticut residents
What is your plan for Election Day and your vote? HERE IS 

IMPORTANT VOTING INFORMATION - provided by Connecticut’s 
Secretary of State and our chapter’s own Irene Weiss, President and 
Voter Services, League of Women Voters of Southeastern CT.

If you are a registered voter in CT, by now you will have received 

VOTE, VOTE, VOTE

an APPLICATION for an 
ABSENTEE BALLOT, along with 
2 million other registered voters.

However, you can still vote in 
person as usual. Polling places 
will be taking all precautions 
to be sure that voting in person 
is safe. Your polling location is 
available by checking myvote.
ct.gov/lookup.

You can make sure you are 
a registered voter by checking 
with your Town Clerk. Have you 
changed your address since 
the last election, changed your 
name, changed party affiliation? 
You can register to vote online 
at VOTE411.org or in person 
at your Town Hall. The CT 
Registration Deadlines are 
Tuesday, October 27, 2020 
for online and in person 
registration. However, CT does 
have same day Registration and 
Voting if you go to the polls in 
person on November 3, 2020.

You can also download an 
APPLICATION at ct.portal.gov 
website in the event you do not 
receive your ABSENTEE VOTING 
APPLICATION and you can 
also go to your Town Clerk in 
person to get your application - 
and even get your ballot and fill it 
in right there if you choose to go 
to Town Hall before Election Day.

If you send your 
APPLICATION to your Town 
Clerk by mail, expect to receive 
your ABSENTEE BALLOT at the 
beginning of October. Irene 
Weiss encourages everyone to 
send their ballots back to Town 
Clerk as soon as possible. You can 
do this in 3 ways:

1. Send it by mail.
2. Every town has at least one 

BALLOT BOX in town where you 
can drop off your ballot, typically 
located at the office of the Town 
Clerk or at Town Hall. Due to the 
reported USPS slowdown, the 
Secretary of the State has advised 
voters to use drop boxes both 
for applications and completed 
ballots.

3. You can bring your 
ABSENTEE BALLOT directly into 
the Town Hall and give it to the 
Town Clerk’s office.

All ABSENTEE BALLOTS in 
CT must be received by 8 p.m. 
on Election Day, November 3, 
2020 - by the close of voting.

Irene also tells voters: “Do 
not worry about voter fraud. 
There is virtually no voter fraud 
with absentee ballots. BUT your 
ballot must arrive by election day. 
Be CAREFUL; it is easy to make 
a mistake when filling in your 

absentee ballot - and it could therefore be discarded and not counted. So, 
mark your ballot carefully. Unlike a polling place, you cannot get a new 
ballot if you make a mistake.”

Follow these instructions carefully:
1. Make sure the ovals are filled in.
2. Insert your completed ballot into the inner envelope, seal it and 

then sign your name on the space with the “X” on the outside of the 
envelope. This is very important. If the inner envelope is not signed, 
the ballot cannot be counted!

3. Place the inner envelope inside the outer mailing envelope and 
seal it. For this election, the outer envelopes will not require postage.

4. Mail your ballot - or drop it into the secure drop box -or bring it 
to your Town Clerk’s office. Do it as early as possible.

VOTE, VOTE, VOTE

By Carol Curland
I have always been an avid reader. As I became more involved in my 

Jewish faith, I gravitated to stories about the Holocaust. I find myself 
always struggling to understand the unimaginable sadness, torture, 
loss of life and hope. To realize that something so monumentally 
horrific and outrageous could have happened only 80 years ago is 
surreal. Yet this is a true story.

I want to share with you some of the best books I have read about 
the Holocaust. There are many on my list: so many individual stories of 
courage, pain, death, and survival. These books changed my life - and 
I will never stop reading about this time in history. Almost every day I 
try to think about how it was allowed to happen.

To remember and study the Holocaust through its literature is to 
sensitize ourselves to its critical political lessons.

Nazism was facilitated by the breakdown of democracy, the collapse 
of social and economic cohesion, the decline of human solidarity 
and an erosion of faith in the political leadership and the ability of 
democratic government to function.

It all happened so fast: As Elie 
Wiesel told us:

The ghetto
The deportation 
The sealed cattle car The fiery 

altar upon
Which the history our people and
The future of mankind were 

meant to be sacrificed.
Two of the most famous books 

in Holocaust literature made the 
greatest impression on me and 
started me on my path of reading 
more and more. In Part II, I will 
describe some other of my favorite 
works.

Elie Wiesel (1928-2016) 
was an inspirational visionary, 

Books about the Holocaust 
that changed my life 

Part I



 THE JEWISH LEADER, SEPTEMBER 25, 2020 7

BOOKS CONT. FROM PAGE 6 Hadassah News
President’s Message  
by Karen Bloustine

humanitarian, teacher, and survivor. It was exciting for me to learn of 
his connection to New London and the Strochlitz family. He taught that 
the opposite of love is not hate; it is indifference.

“Night” is a searing and devastating autobiographical account of 
his survival in the deadliest camp, Auschwitz. This book changed the 
way I thought about the Holocaust. It provided a window into the 
human heart and condition and the inhumanity of the Nazi regime.

His mother and younger sister were immediately murdered when 
they arrived in Auschwitz. Elie and his father needed to survive by 
doing whatever it took to make it back home to live and tell their story.

I think of “The Diary of Anne Frank” as a light in history’s darkest 
hour. Anne Frank had one of the most distinctive voices. While in 

hiding from Adolf Hitler’s Nazis 
from 1942- 1944, she bravely 
detailed everyday life in her diary 
- from her loneliness and constant 
anxiety over being found - to her 
optimism and dreams. 

In August 1944, her biggest 
fear became a reality. The 15-year 
old, her mother, father and sister 
were discovered by the Nazi 
police and deported to Auschwitz. 
Within seven months, Anne, her 
mother, and sister perished. 

More than 75 years after 
Anne’s death, her courageous 
spirit continues to inspire young 
people all over the world. It’s 
been said that every night when 
the sun goes down, somewhere 
in the world the curtain is going 
up on the stage play adapted from 

Anne’s diary - and the final curtain going down with her words:
“I still believe in spite of everything, that people are truly good at 

heart.”

Hadassah Miracles!
Hadassah’s medical breakthroughs in research and treatment often 

yield spectacular results and wonderful human-interest stories.
Here’s a great one I came across on Hadassah’s website; www.

hadassah.org.
So, a young Israeli named Eyal Turgeman had a dream: to become 

an African wilderness tour guide. After he completed his service with 
the Defense Forces Elite Paratrooper unit, he traveled to Namibia. But 
his plans came to a crashing halt. On a hike, he slipped and fell 16 feet 
- and severely injured his ankle. Using his satellite phone, he called 
a local pilot who he had met on his trip. The pilot rescued Eyal and 
brought him to Windhoek Central Hospital. The orthopedists pieced 
his leg together and sternly told him: “Forget your dream... and buy a 
cane. Your leg will never fully heal.”

Fast forward: After 14 years of constant pain, he was married, with 
a career and four children. He scheduled surgery to immobilize his leg. 
Then, just by chance, he met a young man with a similar problem who 
told him about a doctor at Hadassah pioneering new technology from 
the U.S. So Eyal called Dr. Vladimir Goldman and amazingly was able to 
get an appointment the very next day. He knew that this was a sign and 
so he cancelled the other surgery.

Using stem cells, Dr. Goldman performed “ankle distraction 
arthroplasty”.The doctor placed an external fixator on Turgeman’s 
ankle. External pins stabilized the bones and enabled Turgeman to 
turn the screws and stretch the ankle area. The stem cells would then 
regenerate the damaged tissue in his ankle. Dr.

Goldman explained that “this reduces pain in the joint and preserves 
motion.”

Turgeman was the youngest Israeli to undergo this procedure. He 
said that “I told Dr. Goldman that when I can walk again, I’m going to 
take him on a hike. Seven months after the surgery, 14 years after giving 

up hiking, Dr. Goldman and I 
actually went camping and hiking 
in the desert.”

It’s been four years since the 
procedure and Turgeman is still 
pain-free. He says “Dr. Goldman 
gave me my life back. I am forever 
in his debt and forever grateful to 
Hadassah.”

This wonderful story of 
healing is just one of many 
coming to life every day at 
Hadassah hospitals in Israel. 
As members and supporters, 
each of us contributes to these 
“miracles.”
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By Marcy Oster, JTA
Furloughed from their jobs as chefs at the University of 

Pennsylvania’s kosher dining hall because of the pandemic, Troy 
Harris and Kareem Wallace will make a long-held dream of theirs 
come true — and perhaps help others realize their dreams.

They plan to open a kosher food truck, with some of the proceeds 
going to help underprivileged youth in West Philadelphia, the site of 
the Ivy League school’s campus.

Harris and Wallace, who are Black, wanted to open the truck at the 
beginning of the summer, but the plan was delayed by the coronavirus.

The mobile eatery is called Grassroots. “The Chosen Mitbach,” or 
kitchen, as it is nicknamed, will serve dairy food, including  macaroni 
and cheese, tomato basil soup, quesadillas, chili fries and “build your 
own” pasta options.

2 UPenn kosher chefs are opening a  
kosher food truck to help the needy

“We’re trying to 
change lives, to put a lot 
of these young youths, 
young adults, single 
mothers, single parents, 
parents, anybody, on the 
right track,” Harris said.

The two met more 
than a decade ago 
at the Falk Dining 
Commons located in 
the campus Hillel and 
had their truck plan 

for six years, according to 
The Daily Pennsylvanian, a 
student newspaper. They were 
furloughed without pay for the 
fall semester by the Bon Appétit 
Management Company.

Proceeds from the truck, 
which will be located in a park 
in the Penn neighborhood, will 
pay for vocational training and 
employment opportunities for 
underprivileged students and 
young adults, the daily reported.

Harris told the newspaper 

Troy Harris in front of his Grassroots kosher food truck. (Joseph Kaczmarek)

that the Jewish community has provided a key support system for 
the pair since they started working in the dining hall. Students and 
former students came through for Harris in 2008 when his house was 
destroyed in a fire, and after his son was shot in the back in 2018 and 
paralyzed from the waist down.

Many of the Grassroots board members are graduates and current 
Penn students  who met Harris and Wallace at Falk Dining Commons. 
Many of the food cart’s donors also are part of the campus Jewish 
community, according to The Daily Pennsylvanian.

UPDATE YOUR ADDRESS
If you are moving or will be away temporarily

please contact Mimi at 860-442-8062 or mimi@jfec.com

http://www.hadassah.org/
http://www.hadassah.org/
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Every aspect of her life shone with brilliance, grace, 
and humanity - as a scholar, advocate, teacher, Justice, 
friend, wife, mother, and Bubby. She embraced her 
status as a pop icon and rock star with great charm, high 
spirits, and good humor. Diminutive in size, but great in 
stature, her voice was clear, commanding, authentic and 
persuasive.

In her own words
Here are some wonderful quotes from RBG that give 

us a glimpse into her soul and beliefs.
About the Supreme Court:
When I’m sometimes asked, ‘When will there be 

enough women on the Supreme Court?’ and I say, ‘When 
there are nine,’ people are shocked. But there’d been 
nine men, and nobody’s ever raised a question about 
that.”

“I was a law schoolteacher. And that’s how I regard 
my role here with my colleagues, who haven’t had 
the experience of growing up female and don’t fully 
appreciate the arbitrary barriers that have been put in 
women’s way.”

On being the “Great Dissenter” in a Court often with 
a 5-justice majority against her position.

“Dissents speak to a future age. It’s not simply to say, 
‘My colleagues are wrong, and I would do it this way.’ 
But the greatest dissents do become court opinions and 
gradually over time their views become the dominant 
view. So that’s the dissenter’s hope: that they are writing 
not for today, but for tomorrow.”

In June 2013, after a 5-4 Supreme Court decision in 
Shelby County vs. Holder effectively gutted the 1965 
Voting Rights Act, a law student Shana Knizhnik read 
Ginsburg’s scathing dissent:

“Throwing out preclearance when it has worked and is 
continuing to work to stop discriminatory changes is like 
throwing away your umbrella in a rainstorm because you 
are not getting wet.”

This dissent is what inspired Knizhnik to start a 
Tumblr account titled, “The Notorious R.B.G.” - a play on 
words that jokingly likened Ginsburg to the rapper The 
Notorious B.I.G. That post went viral.

On Marriage:
“If you have a caring life partner, you help the other 

person when that person needs it. I had a life partner who 
thought my work was as important as his, and I think that 
made all the difference for me.”

“Every now and then it helps to be a little deaf...That 
advice has stood me in good stead. Not simply in dealing 
with my marriage, but in dealing with my colleagues.”

On Creating Change:
“Women will have achieved true equality when men 

share with them the responsibility of bringing up the next 
generation.”

“I ask no favor for my sex. All I ask of our brethren is 
that they take their feet off our necks.”

“Fight for the things that you care about but do it in a 
way that will lead others to join you.”

“Real change, enduring change, happens one step at a 
time.”

On Women’s Reproductive Rights:
“The decision whether or not to bear a child is central to 

a woman’s life, to her well-being and dignity. It is a decision 
she must make for herself. When the government controls 
that decision for her, she is being treated as less than a full 

adult human responsible for her own choices.”
On Her Life:
“My mother told me to be a lady. And for her, that 

meant be your own person, be independent.”
“So often in life, things that you regard as an 

impediment turn out to be great, good fortune.”
“Reading is the key that opens doors to many good 

things in life. Reading shaped my dreams, and more 
reading helped me make my dreams come true.”

On how she would like to be remembered:
“Someone who used whatever talent she had to do 

her work to the very best of her ability. And to help 
repair tears in her society, to make things a little better 
using whatever ability she has. To do something, as my 
colleague David Souter would say, outside myself.”

We can never overestimate the revolutionary and 
profound impact her ground-breaking life and work 
had on American law and culture. For women like me 
coming of age in the 1950’s and 1960’s, it was unusual 
to go to law school.

Our best and brightest women became teachers, 
nurses, and librarians. Indeed, I started my career in 
the 1960’s as a history teacher. When I entered law 
school in the early 1970’s, the small group of women 
in my class were standing on the shoulders of RBG who 
had forged the path for us. In a tumultuous world, she 
told us we could go wherever our talents led us, yet 
still stay tethered and true to our Jewish families and 
values. Together with the great strides she wrought in 
the law, this too is her legacy!

RUTH CONT. FROM PG 1

By Ron Kampeas, JTA
As she made history during her illustrious life, 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg will do so upon her passing: She 
will become the first Jew to lie in state at the Capitol 
building, and the first woman, Jewish or non.

The former Supreme Court justice who died Friday 
aged 87 will first lie in repose at the Supreme Court 
building, on Wednesday and Thursday, before moving 
to the Capitol on Friday, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
announced Monday. “Lying in state” is a term reserved 
for the Capitol.

She will also be only the second Supreme Court 
Justice to lie in state at the Capitol, after William Howard 
Taft, who had also served as president, in 1930.

The only other woman who lay “in honor” at the 
Capitol was Rosa Parks — but she did not get the 
distinction of lying “in state” because she was not a 
military veteran or stateswoman.

Ginsburg will be only the 35th person to lie in state 
at the Capitol. The first was Henry Clay, the revered 
Kentucky senator who died while still in office in 
1852. The second was President Abraham Lincoln, 
assassinated in 1865. Ginsburg’s coffin will lie on the 
Lincoln Catafalque, the Supreme Court said.

The most recent person to lie in state at the Capitol 
was Georgia Rep. John Lewis, the civil rights legend who 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg will be the first Jew and  
first woman to lie in state at the Capitol

died in August. Besides Parks, another 
three people have “lain in honor” at the 
Capitol.

There have been eight Jewish 
Supreme Court justices; the five who 
predeceased Ginsburg did not lie in 
repose. Not every justice is accorded 
the honor — most recently, Antonin 
Scalia, Ginsburg’s close friend and 
ideological opposite, lay in repose 
after his death in 2016. The Supreme 
Court did not supply a list of justices 
who have lain in repose.

Jewish tradition dictates that a 
body should be buried within 24 
hours, with some exceptions, including 
the Sabbath and time to gather 
relatives. Non-Orthodox traditions 
have made allowances for other 
exigent circumstances. No information 
on Ginsburg’s funeral have been 
announced, and a dead person’s shiva, or period of 
mourning, begins right after a funeral — that means the 
Yom Kippur holiday, which begins Sunday night, could cut 
short Ginsburg’s shiva period.

The Court also accorded Ginsburg the traditional 

honor of draping her chair and the desk in front of it 
with black wool crepe. A black drape has been hung 
over the courtroom doors. The tradition dates to 1873 
and the death of Chief Justice Salmon P. Chase. Sitting 
justices who die in office have their desk and chair 
draped, and the death of all justices is marked by the 
drape on the courtroom doors.

Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg arrives for President Barack 
Obama’s State of the Union address in the Capitol, Jan. 20, 2015. (Bill 
Clark/CQ Roll Call/Getty Images)
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By Sarah Wildman, JTA
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, the first Jewish woman to 

serve on the Supreme Court and a tireless advocate for 
gender equality, has died at 87.

A fierce jurist known for her outsized presence and 
outspokenness, Ginsburg died from “complications 
of metastatic pancreas cancer,” the Supreme Court 
announced Friday night, Sept. 18. She had survived 
multiple bouts of different cancers over the course of 
two decades, vowing that she was healthy enough to 
continue her work and at times returning to the bench 
shortly after hospital stays.

Ginsburg’s death comes on the eve of Rosh Hashanah, 
six weeks before the presidential election and at a time 
of intense political polarization.

Four years ago, the Republican-held Senate refused 
to consider President Barack Obama’s nomination 
of Merrick Garland to the Supreme Court, and Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell has said he will 
attempt to fill any spots that open up on the court while 
President Donald Trump is in office. He repeated that 
pledge on Friday night following news of Ginsburg’s 
death.

Trump has already appointed two judges, Neil 
Gorsuch and Brett Kavanaugh, during his presidential 
tenure.

Sen. Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., the minority leader, 
released a statement warning McConnell to wait out the 
election.

“The American people should have a voice in the 
selection of their next Supreme Court justice,” said 
Schumer, who is Jewish. “Therefore, this vacancy should 
not be filled until we have a new president.”

McConnell used precisely the same words to justify 
delaying a Supreme Court nomination in 2016 following 
the death of Antonin Scalia, a conservative justice, much 
earlier in the election year than Ginsburg’s passing.

Ginsburg reportedly told her granddaughter Clara 
Spera in her final days: “My most fervent wish is that I 
will not be replaced until a new president is installed.”

In her 27 years on the court, Ginsburg emerged not 
only as the putative leader of the court’s liberal wing 
but as a pop cultural phenomenon and feminist icon, 
earning as an octogenarian the moniker Notorious 
R.B.G. — a play off the deceased rapper Notorious B.I.G.

She won liberal acclaim by penning blistering 
dissents in high-profile cases concerning birth control, 
voter ID laws and affirmative action even as she 
maintained a legendary friendship with Scalia, the 
staunchly conservative firebrand who died in 2016.

Ginsburg was frank as well about the importance 
of Jewish tradition in influencing her life and career, 
hanging the Hebrew injunction to pursue justice on the 
walls of her chambers.

“I am a judge, born, raised and proud of being a 
Jew,” she said in an address to the American Jewish 
Committee following her 1993 appointment to the 
court. “The demand for justice runs through the entirety 
of Jewish history and Jewish tradition.”

Ginsburg was nominated to the nation’s highest 
bench by President Bill Clinton following the retirement 
of Byron White. In her Rose Garden nominating 
ceremony, Clinton lauded Ginsburg for standing with 
the “the outsider in society … telling them that they have 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg, first Jewish woman to  
serve on Supreme Court, dies at 87

a place in our legal system, by giving them a sense that the 
Constitution and the laws protect all the American people, 
not simply the powerful.”

Ginsburg attributed that outsider perspective to her 
Jewish roots, pointing often to her heritage as a building 
block of her perspective on the bench.

“Laws as protectors of the oppressed, the poor, the 
loner, is evident in the work of my Jewish predecessors 
on the Supreme Court,” she wrote in an essay for the AJC. 
“The Biblical command: ‘Justice, justice shalt thou pursue’ 
is a strand that ties them together.”

The Brooklyn native was the daughter of Nathan 
Bader, a Russian immigrant and furrier, and the former 
Celia Amster. She often noted that her mother was “barely 
second generation,” having been born a scant four months 
after her parents’ arrival from Hungary. Ginsburg was 
keenly aware of the Jewish immigrant experience and her 
own good fortune to be born on these shores.

The Holocaust colored her perspective of the world 
and the law.

“Our nation learned from Hitler’s racism and, in 
time, embarked on a mission to end law-sanctioned 
discrimination in our own country,” Ginsburg said at a 
2004 Yom Hashoah commemoration at the U.S. Holocaust 
Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. “In the aftermath 
of World War II, in the civil rights movement of the 1950s 
and 1960s, in the burgeoning women’s rights movement 
of the 1970s, ‘We the People’ expanded to include all of 
humankind, to embrace all the people of this great nation. 
Our motto, E Pluribus Unum — of many one — signals 
our appreciation that we are the richer for the religious, 
ethnic and racial diversity of our citizens.”

But while Ginsburg was fortunate to be born in 
the United States, even brilliant women in the 1950s 
had no easy path. Following her graduation from 
Cornell University, where she met her husband, Martin 
Ginsburg, Ginsburg lived for two years in Oklahoma and 
experienced the setbacks that women faced at the time: 
She was demoted from her job at the Social Security 
Administration after her supervisor discovered she was 
three months pregnant.

Two years later, Ginsburg was one of only nine 
women in her Harvard Law School class with about 500 
men. She had a 14-month old daughter and had to battle 
the endless skepticism of her professors and colleagues. 
A well-known story has it that at a meeting of her female 
classmates with the law school dean, the women were 
asked why they deserved a spot taken from men.

When Martin, a Harvard Law graduate, took a job at 
a New York law firm, Ginsburg transferred to Columbia. 
At both schools she served on the Law Review, and she 
finished Columbia tied for first in her class. Yet not a 
single law firm would hire her.

Ginsburg eventually clerked for Judge Edward 
Palmieri and went on to teach law at Rutgers University. 
She created the Women’s Rights Project at the American 
Civil Liberties Union and was the first tenured woman 
to teach law at Columbia. Ginsburg quickly built a 
reputation for establishing gender parity before the law, 
arguing six major sex-discrimination cases before the 
U.S. Supreme Court, winning all but one.

In one of those winning cases, Weinburger v. 
Wiesenfeld in 1975, Ginsburg represented a widower 
left with a child in his care when his wife died in 
childbirth. The father requested the childcare benefits 
that a woman would receive if her husband died but 
which were then denied to men.

“From the outset, she insisted that gender 
discrimination was not only an issue of women’s rights, 
demonstrating how using gender as a basis for different 
treatment was also harmful to men,” Judith Rosenbaum 
of the Jewish Women’s Archive said.

In 1980, President Jimmy Carter named Ginsburg to 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia. 
Her nomination to the Supreme Court was approved 
overwhelmingly by the Senate on Aug. 3, 1993. She took 
her judicial oath of office a week later, becoming only 
the second woman to serve on the court after Sandra 
Day O’Connor.

As a Supreme Court jurist, Ginsburg continued her 
fight for gender equality. In 1996, she wrote the majority 
opinion in United States v. Virginia, which deemed the 
Virginia Military Institute’s policy of not admitting 
women unconstitutional. She also authored the dissent 
in Ledbetter v. Goodyear Tire, a pay discrimination 
case that would lead to the 2009 Lily Ledbetter Fair 
Pay Act. Though a critic of the landmark Roe v. Wade 
case that decriminalized abortion nationally, Ginsburg 
consistently argued for protecting the right to abortion.

Late in her career, she emerged as a cultural icon. 
In 2013, law student Shana Knizhik started a Tumblr 
blog collecting all manner of Ginsburg fan art, from 
celebratory tattoos to coffee mugs, T-shirts and onesies. 
The blog spawned a 2015 book with the Notorious 
R.B.G. tag co-authored with Irin Carmon.

“Justice Ginsburg more than earned her Notorious 
crown and the admiration of millions of people with 
her fearless advocacy for marginalized people and her 
stubborn belief that women are people,” Carmon said. 
“People felt moved to make fan art and tattoo her face 
on their bodies because she spoke for them when it 
mattered.”

Ginsburg is survived by two children — Jane, a law 
professor at Columbia, and James, a music producer — 
and four grandchildren. Martin Ginsburg died in 2010.

Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg participates 
in a discussion at the Georgetown University Law Center 
in Washington, D.C., Feb. 10, 2020. (Sarah Silbiger/Getty 
Images)
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By JTA Staff
The global pandemic has upended traditional High Holiday 

services this year, closing synagogues or severely limiting attendance 
for the most-attended services of the year on Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur. It’s also given rise to countless online services, collaborations 
and innovations that will allow Jews around the world to have diverse, 
robust holiday 
experiences online.

The options can 
be overwhelming. 
But we’ve collected 
a non-exhaustive 
list of High Holidays 
offerings, arranged 
by the kind of 
experience you’re 
seeking.

Most of these 
offerings are free, but 
a few require a small 
payment. To prevent 
unwanted intruders, 
many require 
preregistration. So 
don’t wait until after Rosh Hashanah has begun Friday evening to 
check out the options — but know there are plenty available if you do.

If you want to see your friends: Most non-Orthodox synagogues 
are holding online services, and if you register in advance, you may be 
able to see your fellow congregants while you pray. To stay secure and 
also to shore up finances at a precarious moment, many are requiring 
preregistration and payment. But if you plan ahead, you should be able 
to drop in on most communities.

If you’re looking for something short and sweet: Pretty much all 
synagogues are shortening the typically long services, either to head 
off Zoom fatigue during online services or limit virus exposure during 
in-person ones. Our partners at My Jewish Learning are offering a 
one-hour, greatest-hits speed service on Rosh Hashanah morning (and 
again on Yom Kippur). Register here to get the Zoom link. A bonus: 
If you’ve been tuning into our weekly quiz show, you’ll recognize the 
rabbi.

If you realize on Yom Kippur morning that you want the 
traditional synagogue experience: Forget to sign up in advance for your 
local or favorite synagogue’s online services? My Jewish Learning has 
you covered with a list of no-cost, no-registration-required streaming 
services, in every U.S. time zone, including many of the biggest Reform 
and Conservative synagogues in the country.

If you’ve got small kids at home: Even synagogues that are holding 
small-scale, socially distanced services are not offering the children’s 

Want to attend an online Yom Kippur service?  
Here are some options, based on your interests.

services that are typical on the 
holidays. But there are plenty of 
singalongs to drop in on online. 
Our partners at Kveller have 
rounded up 10 services that are 

appropriate for toddlers and 
preschoolers, including Kveller’s 
own erev Rosh Hashanah 
singalong with Alicia Jo Rabins 
Friday at 5:30 p.m. ET.

If you want a celebrity-
studded experience: The 
(calendar) year that gave us 
“Saturday Night Seder” is also 
bringing celebrities to the virtual 
High Holidays bimah. Hillel 
and Reboot’s Higher Holidays 
(free; registration required) 
online spectacular features 
both a service and a series of 
talks on Rosh Hashanah from 
folks including master baker 
Jake Cohen and former Obama 
speechwriter Sarah Hurwitz. On 
Yom Kippur, the celebrity factor 
ramps up even more, with Kol 
Nidre performed by Broadway 
star Adam Kantor and a service 
featuring the Milk Carton Kids 
to end the holiday. JewBelong, a 
group that aims to engage people 
who aren’t connected to Jewish 
institutions, has produced a 
star-studded show that will be 
available on demand after its 
premiere at 7:30 p.m. Friday. The 
participants include Sen. Cory 
Booker, singer Lisa Loeb and the 
Sklar Brothers comedy duo.

If you want to reflect with 
cutting-edge communities: 
The Jewish Emergent 
Network is a group of seven 
nondenominational communities 
that work together, including 
Romemu in New York City, 
the Kitchen in San Francisco, 
Mishkan in Chicago and more. 

It’s holding a program at 2 p.m. on Yom Kippur exploring themes of 
forgiveness, drawing on the people and strengths of each community. 
The individual communities are holding their own services, too: Lab/
Shul in New York City, for example, is making a wide slate of programs 
and prayer available online to anyone who registers in advance, while 
IKAR in Los Angeles will be broadcasting on Facebook Live.

If you don’t Zoom on holidays but still want an online 
experience: Orthodox Jews do not use technology on holidays, thus 
Orthodox synagogues are not holding online services. (Many are 
meeting in person, with precautions.) But a few, understanding that 
many people may prefer to pray at home instead of communally, 
have put some Rosh Hashanah content online for folks to use to get 
in the mood before the holiday and its accompanying restrictions set 
in. The Orthodox Union has collected lessons from dozens of rabbis 
and leaders, while Congregation Kehilath Jeshurun in New York City, 
for example, has uploaded prayers and sermons for multiple services, 
including a Sephardic one, that you can tune in for at your own pace.

If you want to be sure your experience reflects Jewish diversity: 
At least one collaborative High Holiday event is centering on Jews 
of color, who have become more visible than ever after a summer 
in which Americans have grappled with issues of race and racism, 
including in the Jewish community. Jews in ALL Hues and the Jews of 
Color Initiative have brought together 40 Jews of color and multiple 
organizations to produce a series of services for the holidays. Those 
who register in advance will get a special prayer book compiled for the 
service, but it will also be streamed on Facebook.

If you go to services for the sermons: Many synagogues are 
dropping or shortening sermons this year, but that doesn’t mean there 
aren’t a host of thought-provoking takes on Torah to encounter over 
the holidays. Again, My Jewish Learning has collected a bunch, in a 
“sermon slam” from across the denominational spectrum, to get you 
started.

If you just want to sing along: High Holiday prayers and songs 
are emotionally resonant and powerful to sing and hear. Here’s one 
Spotify playlist, of many, that pulls together songs from the holidays 
by a range of Jewish artists. You can also just go for Avinu Malkeinu on 
repeat. There are new versions of the Yom Kippur song of penitence 
performed by 6-year-old viral video star Bibi Shapiro, Jewish musician 
Josh Nelson and Shaina Silver-Baird, who is working on a web series 
about a renegade cantor. (Beware: That last one may not be safe for 
shul.) There’s also the old standby by the jam band Phish.

If you want a window into another country: Travel is pretty much 
off the table at the moment, but livestreaming means you aren’t limited 
to synagogues by geography. A Masorti synagogue in Rehovot, Israel, 
plans to stream all of its services (limited numbers of congregants are 
permitted in Israeli synagogues, despite the national lockdown aimed 
at bringing the pandemic under control). In Argentina, Lamroth Hakol 
in Buenos Aires will be streaming its Spanish-language services. Few 
synagogues in England are streaming their services, but New London 
Synagogue, the oldest non-Orthodox one, is.

Chairs are set up for a socially distanced service at Congregation Ohr Hatorah in 
Atlanta. (Courtesy of Rabbi Adam Starr)
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By Daniel B. Shapiro, JTA
As Jews in the United States prepared to light candles 

to welcome Rosh Hashanah, they were hit with the last 
terrible news of a terrible year: the death of Supreme 
Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. At 87, and with a 
lifetime of accomplishments that few can match, she has 
earned her rest. But the exquisite, agonizing time of her 
passing underscored one of the great lessons of her own 
life and of Rosh Hashanah: how we make use of the time 
God grants us matters.

On the second day of Rosh Hashanah, while we attended 
a small, masked, socially distanced outdoor minyan in the 
spacious backyard of dear friends (we are living in Israel), 
my daughter asked me what the connection is between 
Rosh Hashanah and the Akedah, the story of the binding 
of Isaac, which we read from the Torah in the morning 
service.

This disturbing episode is often described as a 
testament to Abraham’s faith, so firm that he would not 
withhold his son on God’s command. On a day that we 
profess our own faith in God, some see Abraham as an 
exemplar. But that description is troubling as well because 
of the egregious act his faith made him willing to commit.

I fumbled for a better answer, trying to interpret the 
story through Isaac’s eyes rather than Abraham’s. Maybe, I 
suggested, there is a connection between what Isaac went 
through in the Akedah and what we pass through on Rosh 
Hashanah.

Bound to the altar, with a knife raised above him, 
rescued at the last moment by the angel’s call, Isaac 
survived a near-death experience brought upon by the 

person he trusted most. It must have shaken him to his core. But 
perhaps once he survived it, the ordeal caused him to dedicate his 
remaining time to carrying out his mission to build a great nation.

We pass through something similar, if less traumatic, on Rosh 
Hashanah. The most haunting prayer in the holiday’s liturgy is the 
Unetaneh Tokef. It describes Rosh Hashanah as a day of judgment, 
when God decides who shall live and who shall die, who by fire and 
who by water, who by plague (the word jumped off the page this year 
like never before), who in the fullness of their years and who before 
their time.

It is far too literal a recitation for some worshippers. Is God really 
deciding today which of us will survive the coming year and which 
of us will not? But even so, it clarifies what is at stake as we pray for 
God, who gives and can take life, and in whom we place our trust, to 
inscribe us for blessing in the Book of Life.

But Unetaneh Tokef is far more than our simply beseeching God 
to keep us alive. The brush with death it evokes helps lay bare our 
responsibilities. It closes with the hope that teshuvah, prayer and acts 
of lovingkindness can soften the severity of the decree. The message is 
that we are obligated to use our time on this earth wisely, to fix what is 
broken, to care for others, to renew ourselves and to renew our world.

If anyone lived a life that could teach us the same lesson, it was Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg. She understood the obligation to use her time to good 
effect. She spoke movingly of the Jewish values she was raised with 
— the pursuit of justice, caring for those in need, setting right what is 
wrong in the world — as ideas that inspired her work.

And what she did with her time! Her legal brilliance, her 
extraordinary dedication and her legendary fearlessness led her 
to establish legal doctrines that shattered sky-high and deeply 
entrenched barriers to equality for women.

And when, with her characteristic modesty, she ascended to the 
Supreme Court, Ginsburg embraced the work with passion and a 
sense of mission to extend rights and freedoms, and to prevent their 
backsliding, wherever possible. So committed was she to this calling 
that not even near-death experiences could knock her off her stride.

Four times she defeated cancer that might have felled her. She 
worked through it, reading briefs, and composing opinions in her 
hospital bed. Ginsburg survived the death of her beloved husband, 
Marty, as devoted a life partner as there could ever be. Seemingly frail, 

What Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg taught us about the gift of time
she took on tough daily workouts 
to sustain her strength. Through 
it all, she never stopped making 
use of each moment to pursue 
her ideals.

And in the process, she 
became an inspiration to millions, 
especially to young women and 
girls like my daughters, and the 
unlikeliest of pop culture icons: 
the Notorious RBG.

Her untimely death leaves 
all of us bereft of a woman of 
valor, wisdom, courage, humility, 
decency, and genius. The 
circumstances lay before us a 
great political struggle to ensure 
fairness in how her successor is 
chosen. The stakes of this crucial 
election, already astronomical, 
just got even higher.

But her amazing life also 
serves as a guide for this battle: 
be principled, do what is right, 
pursue justice, empower others, 
protect the vulnerable and, above 
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Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg at the Temple Emanu-
El Skirball Center in New York City, Sept. 21, 2016. (Michael Kovac/
Getty Images)

all, make use of every moment. In the next six weeks, that lesson will 
resonate most of all. There is not a moment to waste.

Daniel B. Shapiro served as U.S. Ambassador to Israel from 2011 to 
2017.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the 
author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Jewish Leader or 
its publisher, the Jewish Federation of Eastern CT.
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By Marcy Oster, JTA
New York state will honor 

the life and legacy of the late 
Supreme Court Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg with a statue in 
her birthplace of Brooklyn.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo made the 
announcement on Saturday, less 
than a day after Ginsburg died 
from complications of metastatic 
pancreatic cancer. A statement 
from Cuomo’s office said he 
would appoint a commission to 
select an artist and set a location 
selection process into motion.

“Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
selflessly pursued truth and 
justice in a world of division, 
giving voice to the voiceless 
and uplifting those who were 
pushed aside by forces of hate 
and indifference,” Cuomo said. 
“As a lawyer, jurist, and professor, 
she redefined gender equity and 
civil rights and ensured America 
lived up to her founding ideals — 
she was a monumental figure of 
equality, and we can all agree that 
she deserves a monument in her 
honor.”

He added: “While the family 
of New York mourns Justice 
Ginsburg’s death, we remember 
proudly that she started her 
incredible journey right here in 
Brooklyn. Her legacy will live on 
in the progress she created for 
our society, and this statue will 

New York will erect statue in Brooklyn 
to honor Ruth Bader Ginsburg

serve as a physical reminder of her many contributions to the America 
we know today and as an inspiration for those who will continue to 
build on her immense body of work for generations to come.”

Cuomo also announced on Saturday that landmarks across the 
state would be lit in blue in Ginsburg’s memory, since “Blue is the 
color of justice and was reportedly Justice Ginsburg’s favorite color.”

Ruth Bader Ginsburg speaks at the Fourth Annual Berggruen 
Prize Gala celebrating 2019 in New York City, Dec. 16, 2019. (Ilya S. 
Savenok/Getty Images for Berggruen Institute )
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Dear Chaverim/Friends,
Rosh Hashanah provides us with an opportunity. An opportunity 

to reflect. A chance to consider. We tally our successes. We judge our 
efforts. We plan for tomorrow. We hope. We pray.

THERE ARE ALWAYS LESSONS.
We now understand how quickly and drastically our world 

can change. The entirety of how we connect, communicate, and 
congregate was redefined in an instant. Those most vulnerable and 
isolated became even more vulnerable and isolated. They needed 
our help, our caring, and our compassion. The Federation answered.

For generations, we have understood the radical consequences of 
racial discrimination and fought for social justice and the safety and 
security of our community. Amid this uncertainty and this upheaval, 
there are reasons to hope and victories to celebrate.

We led our community response to the unprecedented challenges 
of the pandemic and demonstrated strength beyond measure. 
Together we fed the needy, protected the vulnerable, and connected 
the isolated. Today we stand in solidarity to ensure the security of 
our friends and neighbors.

AND WE ARE COMMITTED TO DOING EVEN MORE.
As we prepare for the new year and launch the 2021 annual 

campaign, the Jewish Federation of Eastern Connecticut is determined 
to make an impact every day in the community we call home and in 
Jewish communities around the world.

In this time of grave need, we need your support more than ever. 
If you can, please give generously. If you’re unable to give what you’d 
like, then please give what you can – every pledge helps support the 
people and communities that so deeply need it.

You will help bring Jewish education to our children and young 
adults through PJ Library, Jewish Community High School, Jr. 
Youth Group and Yachad BBYO; feed the hungry through JFEC’s 
food pantry which is open to all; combat antisemitism and racism 
everywhere it appears through our Encountering Programs; help 
the most vulnerable among us live with independence and dignity 
through JFEC’s emergency assistance programs and Senior 
Connections programming; and strengthen connections with Israel 
with the launch of our Israel Desk.

This year, in response to the community needs, we are offering 
more services and funding than ever before in a time that has 
never been more challenging or necessary. We are asking that you 
please reply with your pledge to the JFEC by October 12, 2020. Your 
prompt response will help us pour more resources into program 
implementation, a critical consideration at this time of intense need.

We all want to welcome 5781 with renewed resources and purpose 
so that you, your family, and everyone touched by the events of the 
past year, can enjoy a sweeter New Year ahead. Together, we can 
make this coming year strong.

ONE COMMUNITY. ONE GOAL.
Thank you in advance for your support of the Jewish Federation of 

Eastern Connecticut. From our family to yours – we hope you enjoy 
a safe and healthy New Year.

Sinccerely,
Romana Primus, President

Scott F. Wolfe, Campaign Chair
Carin Savel, Executive Director

asking me whether I am willing to 
take part in this lovely project of 
hers, “Where are they now?”, and 
write a short article about… well, 
about me. I never thought twice 
before accepting to take part 
in this wonderful idea, meant 
to maintain our long-distance 
connection during this global 
crazy time we’re facing, having 
no emissaries in the community. 

It’s truly making me happy 
to know this young emissary 
program kicks on!

Summing up 17 years in 
this short article is probably 
impossible, so I will tell you a 
bit about my life these days. I 
currently live in a small town 
called “Tzur-Yitzhak”. Established 
13 years ago, the town, which is 
located about 30 minutes north 
east of Tel-Aviv, is named after 
former Prime Minister of Israel, 
Yitzhak Rabin. 

I share my home with Rotem, 
my lovely wife, who agreed to 
marry me in 2012, Danielle, my 
gorgeous daughter who will 
turn 4 in October, and Soof, my 
dog. We are expecting a baby in 
mid-December, though I decided 
to keep the baby’s gender as a 
surprise, so as for that matter, 
updates will come during 
Chanukah.

Around three years ago, after 
several years in the restaurant 
business, I took a change of 
direction in my career, and 
decided to study Software Quality 
Assurance. Today I work for a 
company called “Malam-Payroll”, 
doing SQA in a huge project 
for the Ministry of Education, 
building a new system that binds 
all the current systems that are in 
use today, to one large integrated 
system which should give its 
users a comprehensive solution 
to access all necessary data and 
management tools regarding its 
employees. I was so satisfied at 
work that I decided to study QA 
automation tools development. 
This takes coding skills and 
knowledge in many different 
tools and platforms. 

Last February I finished an 
automation QA development 
course and am now applying to 
suited jobs. Due to Corona virus, it 
will be a hard task to accomplish. 
Israel is suffering from a hard 
unemployment crisis. 21.4% (!) 
of unemployment, as opposed 
to roughly 4-5% up until March 
2020. The high-tech field is no 
exception. Many companies have 
gone through a re-organization 

process, firing many of their employees, making it an employer’s 
market, where the demand for more experienced employees goes up, 
and the salaries that are being offered are going down.

Nonetheless, I have patience and I know my opportunity will come. 
The hi-tech field is endless and there are tons of new technologies to 
learn and always a way to expand your knowledge.

Last October, during Sukkot holiday, I took a diving course in Eilat. 
An awesome experience I highly recommend to anyone who has no 
fear of the ocean. While in this course, I heard of an organization 
called “Etgarim” (means “challenges” in Hebrew). This organization 
is dedicated to the empowerment and social integration of people 
with disabilities through outdoor sports, and scuba diving is one of 
its activities. Last February I started volunteering in this organization. 
They have a diving session in Eilat roughly once a month, where a 
group of volunteer divers take the disabled apprentices under water 
for a memorable experience. Unfortunately, due to Corona virus, the 
activity was fully stopped for several months and only recently went 
back into action, in a reduced capacity.

Well, like the rest of the world, we also had enough of this virus. 
Hopefully, a solution will arrive fast.

That said, I will finish here. I do, however, wish to share with you 
my most touching and memorable moment from my year of service 
with you. As you may remember, I was informed, on June 8, 2003, that 
my cousin was killed in Hebron while doing his military duty. A truly 
shocking event. The day after I was on a flight back to Israel to take 
part in the funeral and be with my family. I didn’t even know whether 
I would be back to the U.S. to finish the year or not. About a week after 
I returned to Israel, I was informed that your community, and among 
them, the children and families from Solomon Schechter Academy, 
collected the money to buy me a ticket back to the U.S. so I could finish 
out the year and the month I had left. I am not a sensitive or emotional 
guy, but I did shed a few tears when I heard that. You are an amazing 
community with amazing people!!! THANK YOU!

You can count on my word when I say that I will come to visit. 
Sometime, most likely after I’m done with changing diapers. But I did 
promise Rotem I will take her to see New England’s fall colors.

If you’d like to stay in touch, feel free to reach out to me via email at 
zivgadri@gmail.com or on my Facebook page at Ziv Gadri.

Truly yours,
Ziv Gadri

ZIV CONT. FROM PG 1

Ziv is with students of Solomon Schechter Academy during 2002-
03 school year. Ziv is pictured in the rear center. Who else do you 
recognize?

mailto:zivgadri@gmail.com
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By Emily Burack, JTA
“Schitt’s Creek,” the show co-created by the father-and-son duo 

Eugene and Dan Levy, swept the Emmy Awards on Sunday night, Sept. 
20.

The beloved series won every comedy category for its sixth and 
final season, and the younger Levy alone won four awards.

This year’s Emmys ceremony was 
broadcast live, but from nearly 100 streams 
in different locations across the country. 
Yet in the first hour of the show, the stream 
returned again and again to the “Schitt’s 
Creek” Emmys party in Toronto, where the 
Levys and the cast and crew of the show 
had gathered to watch together safely. (The 
show’s Twitter account shared that all were 
“adhering to Ontario’s COVID-19 guidelines” 
and “all in attendance have been in isolation 
since returning negative COVID-19 tests.”)

“Oh no,” Daniel Levy said at the start of 
his third acceptance speech, winning for 
best supporting actor. “The internet’s about 
to turn on me. I’m so sorry.”

Yet there was little backlash: Much of 
Twitter seemed overjoyed at what it deemed 
the long overdue awards for the show.

As radio host Michelle Collins tweeted, 
the Emmys feel like “feels like Dan Levy’s Bar 
Mitzvah in the best way.” The first half of the 
night truly felt like a celebration of all things Dan Levy and “Schitt’s 
Creek,” and with the awards, the sitcom made history in many ways.

Let’s count them:
Most comedy awards in a single season
The Canadian sitcom won nine Emmys — seven on Emmy night, and 

two at the Creative Arts Emmys last weekend. The nine total awards 
for a single season beats the previous record held by “The Marvelous 
Mrs. Maisel,” which won eight awards at the 2018 and 2019 Emmys.

The reason for the sweep? The Hollywood Reporter hypothesized 
that TV Academy members, who vote on the Emmys, binge-watched 
the show on Netflix — along with the rest of America.

“‘Schitt’s Creek’ had never won a single Emmy for any of its prior 
seasons. It is widely suspected that TV Academy members, like the 
rest of the public, caught up with the show on Netflix, which has 
been airing prior seasons of the show,” the newspaper wrote. “AMC’s 
‘Breaking Bad’ achieved major Emmy success late in its run via the 
same course.”

The show premiered in 2015 on CBC, a Canadian channel, and Pop 
TV, a little-known American channel (formerly TV Guide Network). It 
didn’t break through the pop culture bubble until it arrived on Netflix 
in 2017.

All four comedy acting awards
With wins for Eugene Levy for lead actor, Catherine O’Hara for 

lead actress, Dan Levy for supporting actor and Annie Murphy for 
supporting actress, “Schitt’s Creek” became the first show to ever 
sweep all four acting categories in either comedy or drama. The last 

‘Schitt’s Creek’ sweeps the 2020 Emmys and makes history
time a show got close to winning 
all four was when “All in the 
Family” won three of the acting 
categories in 1978.

Plus, three of the four of the 
actors won their first Emmys 

— including the comedy legend 
O’Hara. (Eugene Levy previously 
won in 1982 and 1983 for 
Outstanding Writing in a Variety 
or Music Program for his work on 
“Second City Television,” a sort of 
Canadian “Saturday Night Live.”)

O’Hara’s win was the first of 
the night.

“I will forever be grateful to 
Eugene and Daniel Levy for the 
opportunity to play a woman of a 
certain age — my age — who gets 
to fully be her ridiculous self,” she 
said in her acceptance speech.

Eugene Levy followed soon 
after, saying “It’s kind of ironical 
that the straightest role I’ve ever 
played lands me an Emmy for a 
comedy performance, so now I 
seriously have to question just 
what I’ve been doing for the last 
50 years.”

Levy, in true Jewish dad 
fashion, also shouted out working 
with his children: “As a dad, 
getting to work on camera for six 
years with both my kids, Daniel 
and Sarah — hi honey! — such a 
joy, love you both and could not 
be prouder.” The interfaith Levy 
family — Eugene is Jewish, his 
wife, Deborah Devine, is not — 
mirrors the interfaith Rose family 
on the fictional “Schitt’s Creek.”

All seven comedy awards
“Schitt’s Creek” also won 

for best comedy series, comedy 
writing and comedy directing, 
making the show the first in 

history to pull off an entire category sweep, winning all seven major 
comedy prize categories.

In his acceptance speech for best comedy series, the younger Levy 
said: “Our show, at its core, is about the transformational effects of 
love and acceptance, and that is something we need more of now than 
we’ve ever needed before.”

Levy has spoken at length about his 
decision to make the world of “Schitt’s 
Creek” one without homophobia. As he 
explained to the Advocate, “I have made 
a very strong point to not ever show 
bigotry, homophobia, or intolerance on 
our show because to me, it’s a celebration 
of love. At the root of it, [‘Schitt’s Creek’] 
is a celebration of love between the 
family and between the relationships 
that we build.”

Other Jewish moments
There were a few other Jewish wins. 

Namely, Jewish actress Julia Garner won 
best supporting actress in a drama series 
for the second year in a row for her 
performance in “Ozark.”

“Wow, first, I’m shocked, to be honest,” 
Garner said. “I want to show gratitude to 
all the women in this category. You are 
the reason why I’m acting in the first 

place, so thank you.” She was nominated alongside megastars Laura 
Dern, Meryl Streep, Helena Bonham Carter, Thandie Newton and 
more.

Jewish actress Maya Rudolph was finally recognized for her 
comedic work — she went from zero Emmys to two this week. Rudolph 
won for guest actress in a comedy for her scene-stealing impression of 
Sen. Kamala Harris on “Saturday Night Live,” and for best voice-over 
performance for Connie the Hormone Monstress in “Big Mouth,” the 
Netflix animated comedy about puberty.

Rudolph was nominated against herself in the guest actress 
category for her appearance as Harris and as the judge in the sitcom 
“The Good Place.” At a news conference, she explained that the role of 
the judge was modeled on Jewish Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, who died on Friday evening.

“I was actually thinking about ‘The Good Place‘ a lot and about how 
we modeled [the judge’s] robe after Ruth Bader Ginsburg and how 
much of that was an homage to an iconic human being,” Rudolph said. 
“When you think of a judge, when you think of all-knowing, when you 
think of powerful, when you think of all good — we modeled her robe 
after RBG, so that was pretty cool.”

Other Jew-ish wins: Maria Schrader won for directing “Unorthodox,” 
the hit Netflix drama based on Deborah Feldman’s memoir of the 
same name, about Feldman’s departure from the haredi Orthodox 
world. Schrader took home the only Emmy for the show, which had 
eight nominations.

Jewish screenwriter Damon Lindelof won outstanding writing 
in a limited series and best limited series with writing partner Cord 
Jefferson for their work on the HBO superhero show “Watchmen.”

The “Schitt’s Creek” cast at a pre-Emmys party, Sept. 21, 2020. From left: Eugene Levy, 
Catherine O’Hara, Dan Levy and Anne Murphy. (“Schitt’s Creek”/Instagram)
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It wasn’t easy getting Ruthie married—and not just because her 
Daddy didn’t think that anyone was good enough for her. We were 
on pins and needles right up until the wedding, fearing that one of us 
would be told to quarantine after having inadvertently gotten too close 
to a person with the virus. Thankfully, this did not 
happen: I’m extremely happy to say that on Thursday 
night September 10, at the Kadma Winery in Kfar 
Uriah, Ruthie wed Nofar Shay in the presence of their 
closest family and friends. 

When Ruthie and Nofar got engaged in May (they 
were then 29 and 30, respectively), the coronavirus 
seemed to be receding. They settled on a wedding hall 
in Tel Aviv and made plans for 250 guests. But then 
Israel was hit by a second wave of infection, and at the 
beginning of July, the government restricted wedding 
guests to 50 people. As the summer progressed, with 
little headway in fighting the virus, it became clear 
that the wedding venue would need to be changed and 
the guest list severely pared down. 

Ruthie and Nofar, not knowing exactly how many 
people would be allowed to attend a wedding come 
September, designed a 3-point grading system for 
their friends, distinguishing between must-have 
“besties” and ordinary good friends. Ruthie joked that 
in meeting friends in the weeks before the wedding 
she would say to them: “I hope you’re on time because if you’re late I 
might have to downgrade you.” 

The Kadma Winery, located halfway between Tel Aviv and 
Jerusalem, nicely accommodated the wedding’s 58 guests (including 
8 children). Because Israel was still quarantining visitors from the 
U.S., none of our extended family attended. Given the limited number 
of guests, Nofar’s side also restricted themselves to their immediate 
family, thus avoiding the tricky business of choosing between uncles, 
aunts, and cousins. 

Besides the coronavirus, 
Ruthie’s wedding was novel in 
an additional way: Ruthie and 
Nofar saw no need for a rabbi to 

preside over their wedding. As a 
secular couple, they wanted their 
wedding to fully speak to them, 
and they were against bringing in 
a total stranger just for the sake 
of tradition. They asked Chen 
Golan, a civics teacher and friend 
of Nofar, to marry them, and Chen 
and his wife Efrat (he is secular 

and she is religious) met with Nofar and Ruth 
to help them design the ceremony. I spoke 
with Chen before the wedding, and he said: 
“There are a lot of couples who are estranged 

from what religion 
represents; Efrat 
and I were attentive 
to Nofar and Ruth, 
and I believe that we 
have come up with a 
ceremony with which they can connect.” 

I have to say that I was concerned going 
into the wedding. Would the ceremony feel 
meaningful? Would it feel Jewish? As it turned 
out, with Chen connecting the upcoming 
Rosh Hashanah to the marriage’s beginning, 
with quotations from the Song of Songs, and 
with such traditional elements as the “Seven 
Blessings” and the breaking of the glass, it was 
perfectly clear that this was a Jewish wedding. 
And you know what? The non-traditional 
elements, such as the bride and groom each 
reading a love letter to the other, and the 
replacement of “I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let 
my right hand forget her cunning” with “may 

we have the wisdom, if something is broken, to turn it into a source 
of growth and creativity,” significantly added to the poignancy and 
meaningfulness of the marriage ceremony. 

Remarkably, ritual had once again done its magic: Two separate 
individuals had come under the huppa, but after the marriage ritual the 
two became a family. Anyone present (and hopefully those watching 
on Zoom) was moved to feel that Ruthie and Nofar, as is traditionally 
expressed, had established “a faithful home in Israel.” Mazal Tov!

Newly weds Nofar and Ruthie.

By Lior Zaltzman, Kveller
Adam Sandler is Jewish. That’s not something he touts every once 

in a while, or kind of just is without ever acknowledging it. Rather, 
Sandler embodies his Jewishness in his films, his comedy, and his 
fatherhood.

It’s a kind of unabashed Jewish pride. After all, Sandler gave us 
“The Hanukkah Song,” a holiday anthem to celebrate our secular 
Jewishness. He gave us role after role of ridiculous but unmistakably 
Jewish characters — from The Wedding Singer to Don’t Mess With the 
Zohan. And even in his most serious, dramatic role to date, in Uncut 
Jems, he gave us an unforgettable Sephardic villain who celebrates 
Passover and wears a Star of David pinky ring.

In honor of the actor’s 54th birthday on Sept. 9, we wanted to 
take you through Sandler’s  life and achievements, from his Jewish 
upbringing, to how he raises his two daughters, to why everyone 

18 Fun Jewish Facts About Adam Sandler
who knows him says he’s a total 
mensch:

1) Like many standout Jews, 
Sandler was born in Brooklyn, 
New York, to Judy (Judith) and 
Stan (Stanley) Sandler. His 
grandparents were also born in 
Brooklyn, one of his grandfathers 
worked in the clothing business 
— or the “schmatta industry,” 
as he called it, while the other 
worked as a cab driver.

2) His comic inspirations are 
as classic and Jewish as could be: 
the Marx Brothers. “My father 
would wake me up, and I’d get 
to watch, you know, ‘Duck Soup’ 
or ‘A Night at the Opera,’” Sandler 
told the New York Times.

3) When he was 6, Sandler and 
his parents settled in Manchester, 
New Hampshire. Despite the fact 
that he was one of only two Jews 
in his class, Sandler had a super 
Jewish upbringing: he went to 
Hebrew school, played basketball 
at the JCC, and was in BBYO. And 
of course, he had a bar mitzvah, 
in the basement of his childhood 
home.

4) It was thanks to his brother, 
Scott, that Sandler started doing 

stand-up at age 17. “If he hadn’t said to do it, I wouldn’t have thought 
it was a normal thing to do. I would have said, ‘Mom and Dad are going 
to get mad at me.’ But because he told me to do it, and I knew that my 
parents respected his brain, I was like, ‘He said to do it, so it must be 
O.K.,’” Sandler told Ben Stiller for Interview magazine.

For Sandler, his family’s approval and support mean everything. His 
dad, who died from cancer in 2003, was a huge fan of his son, taping 
each and every performance.

As Jamie Lauren Kiels wrote in an excellent 2019 profile of the 
actor for the New York Times, “Family, above and beyond humor, is 
Sandler’s guiding value in the world, one that steers him away from 
darker work for fear of upsetting the people he loves.”

5) His first movie role was very Jewish indeed — he played a failed 
comedian named Shecky Moskowitz who starts working on a cruise 

ADAM CONT. ON PG 16

Header image via Dimitrios Kambouris/Getty Images for Film at Lincoln 
Center
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ship in Going Overboard (1989). Watching the trailer is 
worth it just to glance at the super-young recent NYU 
graduate Sandler.

It was thanks to his starring role in the movie that 
Sandler was noticed by Dennis Miller, who helped him join 
Saturday Night Live in 1991 at age 23.

6) In 1994, on SNL‘s “Weekend Update,” Sandler 
premiered “The Hanukkah Song,” now a funny holiday 
anthem, that celebrates all famous Jews. “When I was a 
kid, this time of year always made me feel a little left out, 
because there were so many Christmas songs and all us 
Jewish kids had was the song ‘Dreidel, Dreidel, Dreidel.’ So 
I wrote a new song for Jewish kids to sing,” is how Sandler 
introduced the now iconic song.

7) In the 16 years that followed the release of the song, 
Sandler has updated “The Hanukkah Song” at least three 
times with new celebrity additions. Adam, feel free to hit 
us up if you need a comprehensive list of Jewish celebs for 
the next version — we’ve got it!

Sandler was fired from SNL in 1995, along with his good 
friend Chris Farley. While Sandler doesn’t know exactly 
why he was fired (it was probably due to low ratings of 
the 1995 season), in a 2019 guest-hosting performance 
on SNL, he sang in his opening monologue a song called “I 
Was Fired,” in which he jokingly suggested some reasons 
for why NBC gave him the sack: “Maybe they were sick of 
canteen boy/But I think they just hate the Jews.”

8) It was after his firing that Sandler began his prolific 
and profitable film career. Sandler starred, wrote, and 
produced many movies that were box office hits, if not 
exactly critically acclaimed. These include Billy Madison 
and Happy Gilmore — whose titles Sandler borrowed 

ADAM CONT. FROM PG 15
to form his production company, Happy Madison 
Productions.

9) Some of the films that helped him start his own 
production company include The Waterboy, and, of course, 
The Wedding Singer, which featured this bar mitzvah 
performance of Jewish mish mash song “Mazel Tov.”

10) It was on The Wedding Singer that Sandler also 
started his tradition of playing in romantic comedies with 
Drew Barrymore. And Sandler also reportedly helped 
Barrymore convert to Judaism before she married Will 
Kopelman, the father of her two daughters. (The two later 
divorced in 2016.)

11) It was while working on 1999’s Big Daddy that 
Sandler met the woman who would be his wife: Jackie, 
born Jacqueline Samantha Titone, an actress and model 
who was cast in a small role as a waitress. The two have 
been inseparable (and adorable) ever since.

The following year, Jackie converted to Judaism, and in 
2003 the two got married in a Jewish ceremony — even 
Sandler’s dog, Meatball, wore a tux.

12) The couple has two daughters, Sadie, born in 2006, 
and Sunny, born in 2008, whom they’re raising Jewish. 
Here is a clip of Sandler, shaking the lulav with them in 
advance of Sukkot. You’ll also hear Sandler saying the girls 
may have already done this in Hebrew school.

13) Sadie had her bat mitzvah in 2019, and it was far 
from Adam’s basement party — the festivities featured 
a performance by a fellow Jewish dad, Maroon 5’s Adam 
Levine.

14) Like much of Sandler’s family, his daughters often 
star in his movies and even perform with him on stage. 
He even let them perform a very Jewish version of Taylor 
Swift’s “Lover” at a charity concert last year.

15) It was with Happy Gilmore Productions that Sandler 

made his most Jewish movies, including the animated 
Hanukkah film Eight Crazy Nights and the Israeli Mossad 
comedy Don’t Mess With the Zohan. Of course, we can 
argue about whether they are good Jewish representation, 
but we can’t argue with the fact that their premises are so 
very Jewish. And, if you go through Sandler’s long, storied, 
and high-grossing filmography, you will notice that almost 
every character Sandler has played since 1999 is Jewish. 

16) Sandler is a big supporter of Israel, as he told 
Howard Stern in 2015: “I’m proud of being a Jew and 
that’s what I am. I get that from my father and mother. I’m 
very pro-Israel and when someone says shit about Israel, 
and I know people say shit about Israel and they f**king 
won’t play there…and when you go off on Roger Waters, I 
love that you do that.”

17) If you loved “The Hanukkah Song,” you need to 
listen to the “Bar Mitzvah Song,” from his 2018 Netflix 
special 100% Fresh.

Here he is talking about his bar mitzvah with Howard 
Stern in 2018 and singing some Jewish prayers with him.

18) For fact chai, let’s talk about how generous Sandler 
is with his friends and family. I love the paragraph from 
the 2019 New York Times profile of Sandler, in which his 
friends all offer their opinions about the kind of person 
Sandler is: “If he goes somewhere, I’ll go with him, no 
matter where,” his frequent collaborator Rob Schneider 
says. “I would lead with, ‘Loyalty is his motto,’” Jennifer 
Aniston raves. “Such a menschy, sweet person,” Judd 
Apatow professes.

No matter what you think about Sandler’s movies or 
comedy, one thing is undeniable: everyone who meets him 
says he’s a total mensch.

Happy birthday, Adam Sandler!


