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Café Israel returns Nov. 1 with May and Bar
Another Israel Desk program and part of JFEC’s 100 Days

As The Israel Desk
continues
to
find
meaningful ways to bring
Israel to you, we have a
wonderful treat for you
coming up on Sunday
afternoon, Nov. 1. at 3
pm.
Our past Emissaries,
May Abudraham and Bar
Halgoa, will come to our
community, virtually, via
Zoom to reconnect with
you and kick off this year
with a program they
started during their year
with us.
The link for preBar and May in a recent photo taken in registration is: https://
Israel during some down time in their u s 0 2 w e b . z o o m . u s /
busy lives. Bar and May have stayed m e e t i n g / r e g i s t e r /
in touch since they served together in t Z c u c O q r r D o p E t d _
Eastern CT during 2013-14.
F f A u N N m t 5 E _

Watch Shared Legacies
Nov. 4-8 An urgent call to action

Shared Legacies: The African American Jewish Civil Rights
Alliance is a new film that was released in February 2020. The
crucial historical lessons of Black-Jewish cooperation are revisited
and revived in this utterly fascinating, urgent call to action. It made
its debut at the Atlanta Jewish Film Festival, just before COVID-19 hit.
The Jewish Federation of Eastern CT is offering Shared Legacies
for your viewing pleasure from Nov. 4-8. The film will be available
via a link for 72 hours and then, on Sunday, Nov. 8 at 7:30 pm, the
director of the film, Shari Rogers, will speak to our community on the
making of this film. The link to attend Shari’s talk will be forthcoming.
Check the JFEC website and Facebook page for the Zoom link and
other details.

WATCH CONT. ON PG 13

n8B3TjI8g
The link will be available on
the Federation’s Community
Calendar as well https://
www.JFEC.com. Click on the
Community Calendar tab and go
to Nov. 1.
When you click that link, you
will get a screen where you fill
in your name and email address.
Once you do that, you will receive
an email from Carin Savel in
which there will be a link that
says, “Click here to join.” Save
that email (or pin it if you know
how to) so you can click on it at
the scheduled time. The meeting
I.D. is 833 7332 1383.

CAFE CONT. ON PG 8

From teens
to adults in
the blink of
an eye
By Marcia Reinhard,
JFEC Ass’t Director
As we enter our 4th edition of
“Where Are They Now?” I have
to admit I am loving the articles
our past emissaries are writing.
It’s great to hear what their year
meant to them then and still
means to them now; how they
are still in touch with their host
families and have either already
been back to visit or are hoping
to travel here in the future.
Lior Shimron-Moss and
Hila Lavi were our Young
Emissaries in 2004-05. Their
articles are terrific! They take us
through the years since they left
us, as the emissaries before them
have. Their journeys have been
interesting and expansive. A lot
of years have passed since they
were here. It’s wonderful to read
how they’ve gone from the teens
that we knew to the adults we
meet in their stories. Sit back and
enjoy their articles on pages
8-9 along with photos of then
and now.

We’ve got a match. . .
your gift will go further
Please don’t delay. . . give today!

The need for Jewish human services is
growing. The Jewish Federations of North
America (JFNA) recently announced
the creation of a $54 million campaign
aimed at addressing human services for
Jewish communities, like ours, and those
supporting them on the frontlines of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
From now until December 31, 2020,
every eligible dollar given to our Jewish
Federation’s Annual Campaign will be matched by 50% from JFNA.
For our Federation to receive the matching gift donors must
either increase their existing gift, be a first-time donor, or not
have made a gift in at least 18 months.
JFNA’s matching fund will count only the increase made by
the existing donor’s gift and not the maintained gift amount. For
example, if you normally give $1,000, you have to increase your gift to
more than $1,000 and JFNA would match the increase by 50%.
First-time and lapsed donor gifts receive a 50% match, e.g. give
$100 and the Federation gets a matching gift of $50 from JFNA.
Just imagine what this 50% match means in human terms –
more food to give out from our Food Pantry to those who have had
their food stamps cut and/or are working reduced hours; additional
rental and utility assistance for those who have been laid off; and
more face masks given to area nursing homes to keep the staff and
residents safe. That is real change.
By now you should have received your campaign packet from the
JFEC. Complete your pledge sheet and return it today in the enclosed
envelope. Your gift will make a difference!

Sign up for your PJ Library
Chanukah kit today
For newborns to age 8

This past spring, under the most unusual circumstances, the Jewish
Federation of Eastern Connecticut planned to launch its PJ Library
program for Jewish families with children 8 years of age and younger.
The pandemic had us question our launch. Could we do it virtually?
Should we postpone?
WE DID LAUNCH IT! Under the leadership of Coordinator, Barbara
Wolfe, PJ Library did it!
With COVID keeping us in a virtual community, PJ Library adapted!
PJ Schmooze was developed as a virtual play group for families
with children ages birth – 3. Some of the families that participated
have become fast friends. Making connections, check that box!
PJ Librarydid it!
How can you go wrong with baking? Children of all PJ ages joined
in a virtual cooking class. We made the most delicious Challah in a Bag!

PJ CONT. ON PG 13
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Middle East peace moves continue
By Edgar Asher, Ashernet
Middle East peace and regional development continue at a pace
on October 20, 2020, when a delegation from the UAE arrived at Ben
Gurion Airport aboard an Etihad airliner to formally sign a memo of
understanding to underwrite the Abraham Accords. The accord is the
establishment of a $3 billion fund to promote economic cooperation
between Israel, the Middle East, and North Africa.
The official reception and the talks were all held at Ben Gurion
International Airport, rather than in Jerusalem, because of the danger

Israeli Finance Minister Israel Katz signing Abraham Accord memo
while Prime Minister looks on from behind him.

Candle Lighting for Eastern CT area
Friday, Oct 23 • 5:36 pm
Friday, Oct 30 • 5:27 pm
Friday, Nov 6
• 4:19 pm
Friday, Nov 13 • 4:12 pm
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of the corona virus infection.
At the ceremony, attended
by the UAE Financial Affairs
Minister Obaid Humaid Al
Tayer and Prime Minister
Binyamin Netanyahu, the
details of the fund were
announced by the US
International Development
Finance Corporation CEO
Adam Boehler.
Already plans are afoot
to transport oil from the
UAE to Europe via a pipeline
from Eilat on the Red Sea to
the Mediterranean port of
Ashdod, then on to Europe.
Among the agreements
also signed is one allowing
for travel between Israel and
the UAE, without a visa. This
is the first agreement of its
kind between Israel and an
Arab state. Other agreements
include
science
and
technological
cooperation,
protecting investments and
regular flights between the
two countries.
US Secretary of the
Treasury Steven Mnuchin said
that the Abraham Accords
mark
‘direct
economic
ties between two of the
Middle East’s most thriving,
advanced economies.’ Steven
Mnuchin, Adam Boehler and
US Special Representative for
International
Negotiations
Avi Berkowitz flew with the
UAE delegation to Israel.
El Al and Etihad will be
flying multiple times a week
from each of their countries in
the coming months. The pace
of Israel Arab rapprochement
is expected to gain pace, only
held back by the corona virus.
Also, other Arab or Muslim
countries are expected to

UAE Financial Affairs Minister Obaid Humaid Al Tayer (R) Steven
Mnuchin (L) and Binyamin Netanyahu.
join soon the UAE and Abu Dhabi in establishing relations with the
Jewish State. This is going to happen despite the Palestinian’s negative
approach to Israel. Unquestionably the Palestinian Authority will
have to sit down in the end with Israel or remain with their heads
figuratively in the Middle East sand. Many Arab countries in the
region have little patience with the constant negative approach of the
Palestinian leadership. © ASHERNET

Snow-bird season
is in full swing

By Mimi Perl, Editor
As autumn meanders through October and November approaching
in little over a week, please contact me via email mimi@jfec.com
or call me at 860-442-8062 and let me know when you are leaving
for Florida or wherever your happy place is during the cold winter
months in New England so your Jewish Leader can follow you.
With Covid-19 still a major factor in our lives, I don’t want to
assume you are headed to a warmer climate. Even when you notify the
post office that you will be ‘temporarily away’ and they forward your
mail, the Leader is not included as it is not first class mail; you have to
let me know by emailing or calling.

Everyone counts: We are counting on you!
Here in Eastern Connecticut the JFEC works to support,
sustain and revitalize Jewish life.
But we can’t do it without you.

Send in your donation today.

Energy Saving Windows & Doors!
ORDER FACTORY DIRECT!

Vinyl Replacement & New Construction Windows
Storm Windows & Commercial Aluminum
Professional Installation Available

860.848.9258
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE

www.alltimemfg.com

~ Duralite warm edge spacer stays warmer and keeps you cozy.
~ When you’re cozy you save energy and money!
~ Saving energy is also good for the environment.
~ Stay comfortable and keep moisture out.
~ Duralite glass space is the best in the
industry!

Printing: The Republican, Springfield, MA
Postmaster: Send address changes to Jewish Leader, 28 Channing St., New
London, CT 06320
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Resilience in the face of adversity

By Tammy Kaye, Coordinator,
JFEC Encountering Programs
An engaging discussion on Racism in America
opened Stories of Resilience: Encountering Racism,
now on view at La Grua Center in Stonington.
The panel featured exhibit contributors Atty
Lonnie Braxton, Rev Florence Clarke, and Sonalysts
Board Member Donetta Hodge and was moderated
by Jerry Fischer, Retired Executive Director of JFEC.
As each panelist shared their life experiences with
the audience, the exhibit’s theme of resilience rang
true.
Donetta Hodge recounted a poignant story of her
first experience with racism. She was running with
other children on her elementary school playground
– racing to see who
could
reach
the
fading
dandelions
to
scatter
their
seeds into the air.
When she reached
the field before her
classmates, one of
the boys lashed out
and called her the
“N_” word.
While
she had not heard
the word before, the
boy’s tone and the
shocked faces of her
classmates told her the meaning was negative. The
incident, recollected in exact detail, was the impetus
for Hodge’s first discussion about racism with her
mother and the first time she began to feel that
something was different about her and that she did
not fit.
Panelists shared their life experiences with candor
and grace spanning from childhood to the present
day. With racial tensions escalating, Fischer asked
the panelists to touch on their present concerns with

the current climate. Braxton fears what he called
the rapid slide backwards and advocated for us
all to look at the world as it is today, without
blinders. If we devalue our neighbor, we devalue
ourselves and prevent our country from being all
that it can be, he explained. Hodge said we all
want the same things and that it is a scary time
when someone can approach you and shoot you.
Racism is embedded in some people, in who they
are, and the instinct is to hold other groups back
from achieving, she said. Clarke responded that
the spirit of divisiveness which is ever present
shakes her to the core.
How do we move forward in dealing with
the current challenges and manifestations of l-r: Lonnie Braxton, Donetta Hodge and Rev. Florence Clarke
racism?
Clarke
stressed that people personal experiences they shared with students were the inspiration
need to stop making for the exhibition. Through personal stories of resilience, students
assumptions about can truly understand the strength of the human spirit.
The full panel discussion along with video of exhibit contributors
others,
instead
getting to know sharing their life experiences can be found on La Grua Center’s You
one another, facing Tube channel.
the truth, and the
prejudices
and The Conversation Continues . . .
The Racial Divide, November 18, 6:00 pm l free l Register at
biases that are in all
of us. She referenced www.lagruacenter.org for Zoom link
The Faith Based Response: Racism, Differences & Bigotry,
JFEC’s Encountering
Differences program December 2, 6:00 pm l free l Register at www.lagruacenter.org for
as critical to this Zoom link
process.
Braxton
commented that when something is unknown View the Exhibition . . .
The exhibit will be open for viewing Mondays, Wednesdays,
or foreign to someone, human nature is to fear it.
He cited Encountering Differences as a key tool Fridays, and Saturdays 10am-2pm through December 19; and by
in providing the opportunity to learn from real appointment by calling La Grua Center at 860-535-2300.
All visitors will be required to sign in, wear a mask and practice
people affording more lasting impressions than
social distancing.
just reading about something can provide.
Supported in part by the
Braxton, Clarke, and Hodge all generously give
Dominion Energy Charitable Foundation
their time to work with students participating in
JFEC’s Encountering Differences program and the

Are you thinking about joining
a congregation?

Congregation Beth El Gift
Shop POP-UP Chanukah
Sale - Nov. 8

If you are not a member
of Temple Emanu-El…
Now is the time to JOIN!
www.tewaterford.org

Chanukah is coming, pandemic or not! So, please join us on Sunday,
November 8, 2020, from 10:00 AM-1:00 PM at Crossroads (70
Cross Rd., Waterford) for a very safe, socially-distanced, contacttracing, mask-wearing, hand-sanitizing, dreidel-spinning Chanukah
event sponsored by the Beth El Gift Shop.
We will be offering a large variety of candles, chocolate gelt,
dreidels, beautiful hanukkiot, funky Chanukah socks, much-needed
Chanukah stress balls, wrapping paper, and so much more!
We will also be featuring some of our favorite gift items from the
shop.
Weather permitting, we will be set up outdoors, but if not, we will
be inside, well-spaced and very careful. As a reminder, please bring
your own shopping bags. Everything under one roof, so no need to go
into several stores to secure your loot.
Join the fun, do your shopping in a safe atmosphere, and support
the synagogue.
And, we will be having a FREE raffle for a great ceramic Nosh Bowl.
Don’t miss out on your chance to win it!
Any remaining items will be available afterwards at the Beth El
office at 27 Shaw Street - New London. Please call 860-442-0418 to
make an appointment to come by.

Have you ever considered joining
Temple Emanu-El?

Temple Emanu-El invites you
to be our guest this year
with no obligation.
If interested, contact:
The temple office at 860-443-3005
Or email Membership Co-Chairs Allison & Erica
at membership@tewaterford.org
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Survivor’s Story shared
with community

Seated l-r: Carly Luft, JFEC Senior & Community Services Coordinator,
Izzy and Safra Katz; standing l-r: Jordan Luft and guest speaker Harvey
Luft.
On October 6, 2020, our community was treated to a Survivors’
Story talk from Harvey Luft, whose parents Sonia and Robert Luft,
both survived Auschwitz. This was the first time he had shared his
parents’ meaningful story of hope, resiliency, and legacy.
“We live in extremely polarized times,” said Luft. “Some want
to deny the Holocaust occurred. Many of those who witnessed the
horrors of the camps are no longer with us. Thus, it is imperative that
the children of those who survived tell our parents stories to assure
that it will never happen again.”
In his presentation, Mr. Luft talked about his parents’ early years
in Poland as well as the years in the Ghetto and at the Auschwitz
Concentration Camp. Sprinkled into his discussion was anecdotal
information about their legacy. The talk culminated with a recounting
of the serendipitous moment that ultimately allowed his mother to
get out from the notorious Birkenau Concentration Camp to better
circumstances, allowing her to survive the war.
He gave his talk in the New London Rotary Pavilion at Ocean
Beach and the program was offered as a joint presentation of Senior
Connections and Encountering Survivors. Encountering Survivors
presentations usually focus on high school students, but Harvey’s story
was powerful enough to share with our seniors and the community.
Harvey said, “The men, women, and children who went to the
camps are the true heroes of the Jewish people. The life of those who
survived is an enduring testament to faith, resilience, and hope.”
You can view Harvey’s story on YouTube here:
Part One: https://youtu.be/RXPc46KCTQY
Part Two: https://youtu.be/1WQKzzyihhA
Part Three: https://youtu.be/h-FRpTq8nhA
Look for future Zoom events of Survivors’ Stories.

JT’s All Seasons Landscaping

Call Joel Tomsky @ 860-271-9549
It’s time for fall yard cleanup!

A good time for hedge & tree trimming
before winter ice & snow
break overgrown branches
Driveway Sealing - protect it
from harsh winter weather
Commercial & Residential

Ask about our senior rates
Insured #MPT7743H • LLC 1101711

First Temple weight discovered in Jerusalem
By Edgar Asher, Ashernet
An ancient limestone-made
weight, dating to the Iron age
– the First Temple period, was
discovered in an archaeological
excavation conducted by the
Israel Antiquities Authority in
conjunction with the Western
Wall
Heritage
Foundation
beneath Wilson’s Arch. Adjacent
to the Western Wall of the
Temple Mount in Jerusalem.
The weight, corresponding to
the known measurement unit
of two shekalim, was retrieved
during sifting of earthen fills by
the City of David sifting project.
The excavation is nearing
its
completion,
unearthing
fascinating discoveries soon to
be included in the tour of the
Western Wall Tunnels.
Mordechai
(Suli)
Eliav,
director of the Western Wall
Heritage Foundation: “How
exciting, in the month of Tishrei,
whose symbol is the scales of
justice, to find a souvenir from
the First Temple period. Now,
when coming to the Western
Wall is so restricted due to the
coronavirus
pandemic,
this
finding strengthens the eternal
connection between the Jewish
nation, Jerusalem, and the
Western Wall while offering us
all encouragement.”
According to Dr. Barak
Monnickendam-Givon
and
Tehillah Lieberman, directors of
the excavation on behalf of the
Israel Antiquities Authority, “The
weight is dome-shaped with a
flat base. On the top of the weight
is an incised Egyptian symbol
resembling a Greek gamma (γ),
representing the abbreviated
unit ‘shekel.’ Two incised lines
indicate the double mass: two
shekalim. One of the uses of the
shekel weight system during
the First Temple period was to
collect an annual tax of half a
shekel dedicated to the sacrifices
and upkeep of the Temple.
According to previous finds,
the known weight of a single
shekel is 11.5 grams, thus a
double shekel should way 23
grams – exactly as this weight
does. The accuracy of the weight
attests to advanced technological
skills as well as to the weight
given to precise trade and
commerce in ancient Jerusalem.
Coins were not yet in use during
this period; therefore, accuracy of
the weights played a significant
role in business.

Year-round
and especially
during the times
of pilgrimage,
the area at
the foot of the
Temple Mount
was sure to be
busy. Locals and
pilgrims would
have
traded
for
sacrifices
and
offerings
as well as for
food, souvenirs,
and
other
c o m m o d i t i e s . The newly discovered First Temple weight.
A weight such
as
the
one
discovered would have been used to measure accurate amounts of
products at the market.”
During previous archaeological excavations beneath Wilson’s Arch,
directed by Dr, Joe Uziel, Tehillah Lieberman and Dr. Avi Solomon,
several stone courses of the Western Wall were exposed, after
being covered with earthen fills some 1800 years ago. The renewed
excavation continues the previous discoveries of the preceding dig.
“The unique finding from the First Temple Period, discovered in a
context dating several centuries later, to the Roman period, indicates
that the area of the Western Wall encapsulates various remains from
a wide range of periods reflecting the centrality of the area for many
centuries” added Dr. Monnickendam-Givon and Tehillah Lieberman. ©
ASHERNET

WE’RE COVERING
ALL THE ANGLES

Our journalists are in the community,
investigating, analyzing, and seeking the
information you need so you can make
informed decisions for the Presidential and
statewide races.
Count on our Election 2020 coverage for
In-depth reporting about the candidates and issues
Columns & editorials | Local voter feedback
Op-eds | Letters to the editor | Podcasts

View all election coverage at

theday.com/election2020
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By

Artie
Dean
A Day to Remember
Robbie Birnbaum shifted self-consciously before his Zoom session
with Dr Zeitgeist. “Sometimes my pulse feels thready,” the 60-year-old
Birnbaum said, watching his therapist’s reaction.
“And for the past few weeks I sense impending doom. You don’t
think there’s anything seriously wrong, do you?”
His therapist’s face remained expressionless as always. “Hmm,
perhaps you fear failure, or commitment, or making the wrong choices
in life… or maybe you’ve been watching the news.”
Robbie stared at the computer screen, his mind whirling faster than
a hard drive. After four marriages, estrangement from my children and a
pending IRS audit, who wouldn’t have a few regrets.
“I don’t know, Doc. Even today I have a feeling I’m forgetting
something terribly important.”
“You’re already at the therapeutic limit of your medication, we’ll
talk next week. Your time’s almost up.”
Time’s almost up? Birnbaum mused as the screen went blank.
“Wonder what he meant by that?” he muttered. “Am I likely to get the
virus?” Maybe I’m getting dementia and it’s only a matter of time before
I completely lose it?
As he rose from his table he realized he’d forgotten to put on a pair
of pants. He changed into a fresh pair of Dockers and a clean shirt.
Then he drove to the Waterford Public Library. He was surprised to
see the library closed, its windows shuttered. He sat on a bench before
the adjoining duck pond, watching the sun set, feeding stale crackers
to the pigeons. Seeing a gaggle of geese squawking at a family of
ducks, fighting over a few stale scraps of bread, he wondered at their
impatience. Like democrats and republicans. At each other’s throats
over everything.
Despite the beauty of his surroundings, a sense of gloom overtook
his thoughts. He took four slow deep breaths and thought of his
safe place, but the thoughts intensified. California’s burning, global
warming is ruining our planet. CDC reports thirty-four states with rising
COVID19 numbers.
He threw a few saltine crackers to a swan just now gliding into view.
He thought of the last big blow up he’d had with his son over politics.
Why can’t the boy not see the error of his ways, and vote for—honk,
honk, honk, squawked the swan. Robbie shook his head and tossed
another cracker.
His sense of foreboding continued, so he racked his brains for the
cause. He’d sent a birthday card to his 30-year-old, an anniversary
card to his married daughter. He checked the birthdays of his three
grandchildren on his phone’s calendar. He remembered something
his therapist told him when they first started working together. When
dealing with anxiety meet your fears head on. He spent the next hours
ruminating. He thought of the churning feeling in his belly while he
watched the Supreme Court confirmation hearings.
He pictured the last COVID taskforce meeting at the White House,
trying to remember all that was said. “Fauci, Trump, Fauci, Trump, Birx.
His jaws tightened, a headache like an icepick piercing his temples.
He thought of his parents, a mixed marriage of the worst kind, Dad
a republican, Mom a democrat. He cringed at their many fights over
politics. His mind flashed back to a particular episode when he was
ten and Mom ripped Dad’s ‘I’m for Nixon’ button off his lapel, and
jabbed him with the business end of the pin. Dad couldn’t sit for a
week. Robbie shook his head as if witnessing the venom in Dad’s eyes.
He smiled at the thought of his pacifist mother and his father nearly
coming to blows during the Watergate trials. Pity Dad couldn’t just
humor Mom in those days.
Robbie’s eyes flew wide. Mom!, Mom! That’s it. I forgot to visit Mom.
He jumped in his car and practically flew the twenty minutes ride

to her house.
He knocked and waited for her
to answer. At 85 she needed a bit
more time for everything. After a
minute he put his ear to the door,
but heard nothing. He knocked
harder this time. Still nothing.
Finally, he pounded on the door,
his heart racing. “Mom, I’m here.
Why don’t you answer?” He
was about to call 911 when her
neighbor opened his door. “Will
you stop all that racket? You’re
Mom went down to Quaker Hill
School a few hours ago.”
“But that’s crazy. I don’t want
her exposed to the virus. She
never goes anywhere.”
The neighbor stepped out into
the hall, staring at Robbie as if
he’d come from an alien planet.
“She’s gone to vote. The lines
are horrendous.”
Robbie’s jaw dropped, his
right eye twitched.
“You do know its Election Day?
You have voted, haven’t you?”
“Of course I have.”
Robbie checked his watch.
Nearly seven and the polls close
at eight. “How could I be such
an idiot?” Robbie muttered. He
ran to his car and started for the
polls. Still time. He put his foot
down on the accelerator and
hoped the police were too busy at
the polls to bother.
Three miles from the polls
his front end dipped into a pot
hole. The car swerved, the front
left tire shredded. He pulled to
the side of the road. No time to
wait for Triple A. He rummaged
through his trunk, but found
neither a jack or a useable spare.
His eyes flew wide as the voice of
his mother replayed a scene from
his childhood. “That boy would
forget his own head if it weren’t
attached.” He closed his eyes
and put a hand to steady himself
on the car’s fender. An image of
Walter Cronkite rose before him.
“And the presidential election
was determined by a razor thin
margin, with only a single vote
difference in one key city.
I’m such an idiot. “And that’s
the way it is,” Cronkite replied in
his mother’s voice.
Robbie’s
eyes
became
unfocused as he slumped to the
ground. He fought back tears,
as John F. Kennedy’s oratory
sounded in his mind. “Ask not
what your country can do for
you. Ask what you can do for
your country.” And I didn’t even
vote.
But then a steely resolve
seemed to lift him from the
ground. Perhaps there’s still time.
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He walked briskly up a hill towards the Quaker Hill School, an ache
in his knees, his chest heaving. He glanced at his watch, realized he’d
never make it.
Then he began to run. A collage of warring political pundits seemed
to be whispering in his ear. Fox news, CNN, Hannity, Limbaugh, Wolf
Blitzer, Lester Holt…make sure you vote, make your voice heard…our
democracy depends on it. After some time, he felt a sharp pain on
his left side under his ribcage. He waited for the pain to shoot down
his arm, a heart attack his punishment for failing his civic duty. He
staggered to the roadside, beside an open field, wondering if he had an
arrhythmia. Unsteady, he grabbed the wire fencing for support.
Zap, zap, zap. A significant current meant to contain livestock sent
him sprawling. After a minute he opened his eyes, the pain in his
chest gone. It’s a sign. He struggled to his feet, ran forward once more.
Whether it was his high school years as a cross country runner, or
some mystical force, no one will ever know, but Robbie Birnbaum did
not die by the side of the road on November 3. In fact, as he ran faster
and faster he felt the years peel away. A kaleidoscope of political signs
on either side of the road urged him on. “Biden, Trump, Biden, Trump,
Democrats, Republicans, Vote!” With his heart pounding in his ears,
the polling station appeared up ahead, a line of waiting voters snaking
around the building.
7:59, said his watch, yet now he was sprinting, laughing hysterically,
as a poll worker dragged a sawhorse across the road way. Perhaps
from the adrenaline rush Robbie imagined the barrier a hurdle to end
a long race. Robbie launched himself up, up, up. Unfortunately for his
60-year-old body he barely lifted off the ground, smashed into the
barrier, and tumbled over onto the other side.
“Alright then, said a young man with a ‘Vote Today’ sticker on his
lapel. He shook his head as he helped Robbie to his feet.
“Guess you’re the last one in.”

Don’t be like Robbie.
Make sure you remember to vote!

ON THE BAY
FOR ALL YOUR
REAL ESTATE NEEDS
Direct: 860-443-4400 Cell: 860-625-5255
Email: Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com
Website: www.CallTheHouseman.com
Blog: C T H ouse M a n.com

Since 1919 Southeastern Connecticut’s Oldest and Most Respected Jewelers

Diamonds ❖ Watches ❖ Crystal
Fine Contemporary & Antique Jewelry
Custom Jewelry Design ❖ Expert Jewelry & Watch Repair
Estate Jewelry Bought & Sold
44726

262 Boston Post Road • Utopia Centre
Waterford, CT • (860) 442-4391
Monday - Thursday 10:00-6:00 ❖ Friday 10:00-7:00 ❖ Saturday 10:00-4:00
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Israeli face-recognition tech lets actors work off set
Blondheim and Eliran Kuta began
“We wanted to see how we could help during these times, to make
By Naama Barak, Israel21c
As these corona-ridden times have proven, there’s really nothing looking into what industries they an impact, to do something that gives substantial value to some sector,”
Perry says.
better than losing yourself in a great film or passing the days in the could aid.
The result was the feature created to replace filming sets to
company of your
some extent.
favorite TV series.
“We need a few photos [of the actor] from the expensive set
But
the
and some video footage, and after that the actor doesn’t need to
coronavirus
crisis
leave the house,” Perry explains. “He films himself from home and
is getting in the way
in fact animates the character that was shot on the expensive set.”
of new, fabulous
This approach significantly reduces costs, allowing actors and
content
being
production crew to work during the coronavirus crisis and to
created,
for
it’s
create much more content, he adds.
not as if a movie
Perry says that D-ID’s new solution has garnered a lot
set teeming with
of attention. The company is negotiating deals with leading
hundreds of people
enterprises in both Israel and the United States.
can carry on now
And yet the company, which was founded in 2017 and recently
with business as
completed a $13.5 million financing round, is still focused on its
usual.
privacy solutions.
An Israeli startup
“We identified an immediate need, that we can help the market
has come up with an
in an immediate and particular way. To our delight, the demand
innovative solution
for privacy also significantly increased during the coronavirus
using
technology
crisis,” he concludes.
that it developed for
protecting people’s Israeli startup D-ID founders Eliran Kuta (left), Gil Perry and Sella Blondheim.
privacy
against
face-recognition

algorithms. A tweaked version of this tech allows actors to manipulate
still images of their faces to look realistically like they’re talking,
smiling, and so on.
“We’re among the global leaders in facial deep learning and
face recognition, from changing expressions, ages and ethnicity to
animating people and moving actors around,” explains Gil Perry, the
cofounder and CEO of Israeli startup D-ID.
“Something we immediately noticed that we could adapt our skills
to, and that’s also right for the times, is that there’s big problems in the
whole world of filming and production. Many times, the talents can’t
leave home and productions that can number hundreds of people can’t
meet,” he says.
“We took a component from our video solution and a component
from our still image solution and added a few small things,” he says.
“We created an advanced feature that enables actors and productions
to film movies from home and save a lot of time and money on filming
We’ll be open for Chanukah shopping
days.”
Expanding into media and entertainment
These video and photo solutions come from the world of privacy
solutions for companies and organizations that photograph and
record individuals – CCTV operators, car manufacturers and smart
cities, for example. These enterprises are on the one hand prohibited
from storing the footage they amass due to privacy concerns but on
the other need to make use of the data.
D-ID offers these enterprises anonymization solutions that enable
them to keep the footage by removing sensitive biometric data from
the videos and photos while retaining attributes such as expression,
age and gender. The images look the same to the human eye.
“We realized that our capabilities were very high and that they
could be used for things other than privacy,” Perry explains.
“Especially when the coronavirus crisis began, we had some
concern that the world will stop being troubled by privacy and start
focusing on other things,” he says.
“In the end we were pleasantly surprised — the coronavirus crisis
only made the world much more concerned about privacy and the
demand for our privacy solution grew.”
That’s because countries are doing mass surveillance related
to the pandemic and to public demonstrations, he adds. “These
demonstrations together with Covid-19 further increased the fear of
face recognition.”
Significant cost reduction
When the crisis broke out, Perry and fellow cofounders Sella

at Crossroads (70 Cross Rd., Waterford)
On Sunday, November 8th
from 10:00-1:00.

Free box of candles with
each menorah purchase!

Enter a free raffle
for a ceramic
nosh bowl !

~ BYOB ~
Bring your own bag!

THE JEWISH LEADER, OCTOBER 23, 2020

Hadassah CARES: Domestic Violence
October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month

By Sheila Horvitz
In addition to Hadassah’s advocacy and programs to bring awareness
to breast cancer, October is also Domestic Violence Awareness Month.
Hadassah advocates for victims, survivors, and families facing the
scourge of domestic violence, both in Israel and the U.S.
In our own community, Hadassah has partnered with Safe Futures
to present programs of awareness, advocacy, and action. Hadassah’s
Power of Purple programs have been recognized with awards from
state and National Hadassah.
Domestic violence affects millions of our children, and one in four
women and also men - every day - with abuse - psychological, physical,
and dehumanizing terror.
Hadassah has an enduring commitment to women’s rights, women’s
health and actively condemns all forms of violence against women.
In the recent past, the Jewish community has tended to perceive
domestic violence as a non-Jewish problem. However, studies show
that Jewish women experience abuse from their partners in the same
proportion as the
general
population.
Domestic
violence
affects
people
in
all walks of life,
neighborhoods,
backgrounds,
and
socio-economic levels.
Almost
everyone
reading this article
will know at least
one person, including
herself, who is a victim
of domestic violence.
Hadassah’s policy
statement
declares
that Hadassah “pledges to work directly to educate its members and
their communities about violence against women, both inside and out
of the Jewish community. Hadassah will also continue to advocate for
legislative initiatives aimed at ending this violence and supporting the
needs of battered women and their families.”
Because of the isolation of people staying at home together during
the COVID-19 pandemic and the inevitable stresses that creates, there
has been an explosion of domestic violence cases in the last six months,
both here and in Israel.
With a dramatic increase in calls to Israel’s domestic abuse hotlines
since the COVID-19 pandemic took hold, the Hadassah Foundation
quickly launched a COVID-19 Response Fund to help women battle this
alarming phenomenon.
At a webinar organized by Hadassah to address the problem, experts
noted that when COVID-19 first hit Israel, the hot lines were silent as
people tried to sort out how they were going to handle this new reality.
Then the calls began to escalate each week. Lockdown meant that social
workers were no longer available to help because they were deemed to
be nonessential workers; psychological services were halted; hearings
had to be cancelled because judges were working under very reduced
hours; and boarding schools, where children from abusive homes had
been sent to protect them, were now returning these kids to their

abusive environments.
There has also been a more
than a 40 percent increase in both
emotional and physical violence
against Arab women. One of
the problems is that the Israeli
Knesset and the government in
general have not made domestic
abuse a priority.
Now with the lockdown
creating
such
enormous
uncertainty, coupled with Israel’s
economic crisis, the expectation
is that abuse will continue to
escalate.
Israeli advocates described
the case of a Haredi woman who
was abused by both her father
and her husband. Advocacy is
needed to get the government to
financially support psychological
services for abused women. More
money is needed for hotlines,
shelters, and housing for abused
women. We also need to treat
violent men as well as boys who
are exposed to domestic violence.
Boys who witness abuse in their
homes are more likely to become
abusers later in
life, while girls
who witness this
violence are more
likely to become
victims.
What COVID-19
has taught us is
how
important
it is to have
empowered female
leadership
in
local communities
who can raise
awareness about
abuse, both in
the home and the
workplace, report that abuse,
and speak up for abused and
marginalized women. And the
legal system for victims of abuse
needs to be improved in Israel
- with “restorative justice” for
victims and with judges in Israel
educated as to what constitutes
abuse.
Hadassah fights for women
and families in Israel and the U.S.
to address the domestic violence
that ravages lives and futures.
Your contributions to Hadassah
are critical for programs that
bring education, awareness
and services that can save lives.
Hadassah CARES and thanks’ you.

Hadassah News
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President’s Message
by Karen Bloustine

October is a month to focus on Women’s Health - Breast Cancer and
Domestic Violence. Sheila’s article speaks to domestic violence issues
here and in Israel.
I would like to tell you more about Hadassah’s work in helping
victims of sexual assault in Israel. Hadassah Hospital’s Bat Ami Center
is one of four in Israel. Victims are guided through the process of
medical care and collecting forensic evidence by social workers and
medical staff. Patients are given back control as they decide whether to
report the attack, who to have with them during the exam and how to
relate their story.
Proceeds from Eastern CT Hadassah domestic violence programs
have gone to the Bat Ami Center. Dr. Dvora Bauman, medical director
of the Center told our CT Region that the Center needed a shower.
Former Region President Joyce Backman initiated a special fundraising
program for the shower. Our chapter is especially proud because our
contributions put the fund over the top. The importance of the shower
to the sexual assault victims cannot be overstated. It is the first step in
allowing the victims to take back control of their lives. In the words of
Dr.Bauman:
“Rape victims are going through a horrible experience, leaving them
with a feeling of desecration and “dirt”. They are advised not to wash
themselves until they get to the CENTER and the forensic examination
is completed. After that, they don’t ask for food or drink but just to clean
themselves. Therefore, the most humane action is to enable them to
shower and “erase” the feeling of the assailant’s touch on their bodies.”
I am also proud to report that Hadassah Hospital has received
new recognition. Newsweek ranks Hadassah Hospital Heart Institute
in its list of the top global cardiology hospitals. In the current issue,
Hadassah Hospital Heart Institute at Ein Kerem is a top-tier global
medical center “where you will have access to the best diagnosticians,
the highest level of patient and the most effective medical treatments.”
Finally, save the date of Wednesday, Nov. 4 at 7 PM on our upcoming
special Zoom presentation on Breast Cancer, featuring prominent
breast cancer oncologist Dr. Wendy Chen. Dr. Chen received her
MD from the University of Pennsylvania in 1993. She completed her
internal medicine residency at the Brigham and Women’s Hospital
and her fellowship in hematology-oncology at Dana-Farber/Partners
Cancer Care. She received her MPH from the Harvard School of Public
Health in 1999. She has been on staff at the Dana-Farber Cancer
Institute and a research associate at the Channing Laboratory since
1999. We look forward to sharing this important program with our
entire community and Region.

Ruby Glass
CO., INC

SERVING SOUTHEASTERN CONNECTICUT
FOR OVER 60 YEARS

FULL SERVICE GLASS SPECIALISTS

Custom Tub & Shower
Enclosures
• Design & Installation
• All-Glass Enclosures

Expert Mirror Design &
Installation
• Visit Our Showroom

151 Jefferson Avenue • New London, CT 06320

Phone (860) 442-0373 • Fax (860) 442-1356
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Where are they now? Hila Lavi,
Young Emissary 2004-05

Hi dear people of
New London and the
surrounding towns. I hope
you are all in good health
and coping with the crazy
pandemic of Corona.
I want to start by
saying a big “Thank You”
for all the fun, adventure
and learning I had with
you in my shlichut year
2004-05. It was a very
special year for me and
I’m always proud to tell
about it wherever I go.
I was very curious
to come visit and
travel in the U.S. again
in the past years but
unfortunately, haven’t
had the chance yet.
After I came back
.
on
nd
Lo
Hila and Ziv in
to Israel, I served in the army
in the Intelligence force and had a lot of fun serving in the
north and center of Israel. Just after that, I flew to work in Ireland
and London (which is my favorite city in the world as of right now –I
haven’t been to Paris yet so it might change.)
I returned to Israel for a week, only to turn around and fly to
South America to travel with a friend for six months. While I was
there, I had some wild experiences like removing my appendix in a
local hospital and meeting my uncles by accident in the middle of a
forest in Argentina.
After that, I went to study architecture in the Technion (this is
like your MIT.) It was a very long degree – five years. On my secondyear summer vacation, I traveled to India and I have to recommend

CAFE

CONT. FROM PG 1

Please do not hesitate to reach out to Marcia
Reinhard or Mimi Perl with any questions. You can
reach them at the federation at 860-442-8062 or at
their email addresses at mreinhard@jfec.com and
mimi@jfec.com. Looking forward to seeing you on
November 1 at 3pm!
To give you a little history about Café Israel, by
the time May and Bar arrived in 2013-14, the Young
Emissary program had successfully been in our
community for 12 years prior. However, when they
would host Hebrew Café at Borders Books and Music
Café, attendance was pretty low.
After a few months, they asked
me if they could do something
different that would engage
more than just a few people, but
could, in fact, engage the whole
community.
They came up with Café
Dilemma: Dinner & Discussion.
Bar liked “Café Dilemma” and
May liked “Dinner & Discussion,” so I simply put them
together; always the diplomat, never choosing one
over the other. You may recall being invited to your
synagogue for this. May and Bar prepared an Israeli
meal of Shakshuka and Israeli Salad. Attendees all sat
around a table in the social hall and enjoyed dinner and

it to you because it’s the most amazing place I’ve families: The Goldberg’s, The Hirschberg’s and the
ever traveled.
Fryburg’s.
Once I completed my studies, I moved to THE
Just before the corona started, I moved out of
best city in Israel – Tel Aviv. I started working Tel-Aviv to a moshav called Beit Herut (it’s close to
in a small architecture
office where, mainly, we are
designing office interiors
for high-tech companies
like
Amazon,
Apple,
Lockheed Martin and more.
Luckily, I also get to travel to
Europe in my work.
For the last year I have
been leading a 40,000
SQM office campus project
(square meters - I forgot
you measure in feet) for
an Israeli company you
probably know – WiX. WiX
gives you a platform to
create your own personal
or business website. We Hila and her Wix Project team.
are collaborating with an
international architecture
company called HLW Architects. The project the sea, 40 min north of Tel Aviv with my partner,
will be finished in around 2-3 years. It is a very Ziv (who was also an emissary in New-Haven one
exciting and interesting project.
year before I was.) I am still adjusting to the silence
One of the significant inspirations that made at night and trying to find good coffee places. In the
me want to practice architecture was the house quarantine we improved our cooking and baking
of the Wolman family in New London. It was skills, so when this is over you are welcome to come
a very modern and cleverly planned house and taste.
and I liked how the outside and inside were
I’d love to hear how people in the community are
continuous spaces. I wasn’t hosted by Julie and doing. You were my second home for a year so feel
Marc Wolman but I babysat for their children, free to reach out. My email is hilalavi11@gmail.
Tashi and Gabe. I was hosted by three great com and it’s the same on Instagram.
I wish you all a sweet and healthy year!

discussion, first at Temple Emanu-El, then Beth-El and
finally at Temple B’nai Israel in Willimantic. The topics all
centered around Israel, obviously.
As the subsequent years unfolded and we kept this
program going, only a couple of things changed. The
emissaries would not be responsible for cooking the
dinner with their already very busy schedules. The
federation, emissaries and synagogues sent out the
information, people registered, and the synagogues
provided the dinners from pizza to sandwiches to full
chicken dinners. Then, a few years ago we
changed the name to Café Israel. No matter
what the meal or the name, the conversation
was always lively, engaging, and entertaining.
Fast forward to next Sunday, November 1,
2020. May and Bar are excited to see as many of
you as possible who can be on the call with them
to catch up and talk about all things Israel. They
will bring a topic or two worthy of discussion.
All you need to bring is your curiosity and lots
of questions. Feel free to bring a drink and a nosh as well.
We are looking forward to having our first Café Israel
of the year. (You may recall Roi Refaeli led two of these
last spring, on Zoom, when he and Tal returned home to
Israel.) Who better to kick off Café Israel this year, under
the auspices of The Israel Desk, than the two who brought
it to our community in the first place?

Bar Halgoa and May
Abudraham with
freshly baked challah
they made with
Merrill Mazzella while
at Solomon
Schechter Academy durin
g their year of
service 2013-14.
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Remembering when... Lior Shimron
By Lior Shimron-Moss
I remember it exactly. When I first started my
journey to become an emissary. I was nervous. Not even
18 years old and supposed to be a whole year overseas?
Away from my family? Without knowing really anyone.
I have never gone this far, for so long. And then, my
father told me on a jeep trip, as I was pouring out all my
concerns, “You have to go! This adventure will change
your life, and we are always here for you no matter
what.”
That was it for me, and the next thing I knew, I
found myself in a wonderful, welcoming community
so different from what I know but feels the same;
the warmth and the hospitality were beyond my
imagination. Jerry Fischer and Susan Weiss (our
Coordinator) guided Hila (my partner) and me from
the second we arrived, making sure we would never
feel alone or confused. With patience and love they took
care of us and introduced us to the community. Children,
teachers, and people from all over the area wanted to
know us, speak with us, and hear what we had to say,
and we were excited to meet each and everyone.
Throughout the year we prepared Hebrew lessons,
cultural events and spiced up the holidays. I experienced
different ways of living and becoming part of the Jewish
community and learned from you as much as I hope you

October 2005, I am standing at 6AM in a
soldier formation on my Tironut (the Hebrew
term for the recruit training of the Israel
Defense Forces) and thinking what a change
in my life; what a contrast! Only two months
ago I ended the time of my life, living in a large
community and now I am a small pawn in the
Israeli army. To be honest, I can’t say I enjoyed
my service, but it was a meaningful one. I was
a lookout soldier in a war room keeping eyes
on the north-east border. The time that I really
felt that all those hours looking through the
camera wasn’t for nothing was during the
second Lebanon war when we played a big
part in looking out for our soldiers behind
the borders.
Hila (l) and Lior in
the emissary office
After the service, my sister and I decided
upstairs at the Fede
ration.
to travel together to America. Naturally, our
first stop was Niantic. I introduced my sister to my
family and community, and I felt right at home. Then, we
went south to Miami and then explored Mexico.
Going back to Israel meant it was time to
move on to the next thing, college. I started a
degree in Biotechnology at Tel Hai Academic
College but soon understood it was not for
me and started my long road to the Hebrew
University studying Veterinary Medicine.
In Tel Hai I met my husband, Ziv, who was
brave enough to follow me abroad and
all over Israel pursuing my dreams. After
graduation we had our first daughter
Ayala (soon to be three) and without a
break we had Doron (1.5 y) and Yarden
(4 months). Some people call it, “three
under three.” My sister calls it, “crazy.”
These last few months were
exciting and challenging with the
birth of our son. We stayed at home
from mid-March, operating as a small
kindergarten, enjoying our children
and our time together (most of the
time). These days I’m back at work at
the Kimron Veterinary Institute where
I’m starting a residency in Veterinary
Pathology. Needless to say Covid-19
has changed our way of life and tests Lior and her fa
mily
us in this time of distress. On the
other hand I’m staying hopeful, seeing
communities all over the world stepping up and
Hila (l) and Lior visiting the Grand Canyon following their providing whatever is in need for our people. This is our
strength as a community. Another positive thing is this
year of service before they returned to Israel.
opportunity to reach out to you in a different way to talk
about things old and new.
learned from me. My host family, dear Tessa, and John
I would love to keep in touch and reconnect with
Teeter became my own family from the very beginning. whomever feels they are missing a friend in Israel. You can
Their beautiful daughters, Mollie, and Becca became my reach me via email at lshimron@gmail.com or contact
sisters and Matt was just the cutest little three-year-old me on Facebook at lior shimron moss. I look forward to
(now a college Freshman. WOW!) I’m blessed to have hearing from you.
them still in my life.
At the end of the year it was time to go back to my
first home. Tess drove me to the airport, and we were
crying the whole way. We could not imagine it’s the end
and we were wondering when we will see each other
again.
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Israeli Orthodox leader: Judaism does not
forbid same-sex couples from building a family
By Josefin
Dolsten, JTA
A prominent
Israeli Orthodox
rabbi said that
Jewish
law
does not forbid
LGBTQ people
from building a
family.
Rabbi Benny
Lau made the
statement
as
part of a set
of
guidelines
for
observant
LGBTQ Jews and
Rabbi Benny Lau
their
families
released Oct. 12
under the heading “It is Not Good for Man to be Alone.” The guidelines,
published on Lau’s Facebook page, seek to reconcile a desire to
welcome LGBTQ Jews into Jewish communities within the constraints
of religious law.
According to Lau, Jewish law “does not forbid members of the
LGBTQ community from raising children and building a family,” though
he acknowledges that Jewish legal issues may arise for couples who
use surrogacy or a sperm donor in order to have children.
Lau also discouraged family members of LGBTQ Jews from
encouraging conversion therapy, a debunked practice that seeks to
change someone’s sexual orientation.
The rabbi said those attracted to members of the same sex should

not attempt to enter heterosexual
marriage if they are repulsed by
their partner. And he affirmed
that LGBTQ couples and their
children should be full members
of the community and that their
dignity should not be harmed.
He emphasized that the
guidelines are not meant as a
ruling on matters of Jewish law,
but are aimed at finding ways
for LGBTQ Jews to manage their
family lives within religious
communities.
Lau is affiliated with Israel’s
Religious Zionist camp, an
Orthodox movement that is
more integrated into Israeli
society than the haredi Orthodox
community. In the past, he has
drawn the ire from some in his
community for his progressive
positions on a range of issues,
including LGBTQ acceptance.
Like the Modern Orthodox
community in the United
States, Israel’s Religious Zionist
community has struggled in
recent years with the tension
between the Torah’s prohibition
on homosexual relationships and

the increased acceptance of LGBTQ people in the secular world. The
guidelines are significant because of Lau’s prominence and because
few Orthodox rabbis have been willing to speak out in favor of LGBTQ
acceptance.
Lau’s guidelines address the issue of same-sex weddings, for
which he says there is no “no acceptable solution” with a Jewish
religious framework. Still, he said the impulse to marry and have one’s
relationship publicly affirmed is “understandable” and should not be
ignored. Creating an alternative ceremony that does not attempt to
“imitate” a traditional Jewish wedding may reduce the reluctance of
religious family members to participate, he said.
Lau was previously the rabbi of the Ramban synagogue, a prominent
Orthodox congregation in Jerusalem. He is the nephew of former
Israeli Chief Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau and the cousin of David Lau, the
current chief rabbi. His brother, Amichai Lau-Lavie, is an openly gay
rabbi living in New York.

Chocolate-chip cookies
with a Middle Eastern twist

By 21see
Chocolate-chip cookies are a perennial favorite treat. If you’re ready
to try a departure from the run-of-the-mill recipe, our Tayim chef has
just the thing: a cookie enhanced by delicious, nutritious tahini made
from ground sesame seeds.
Tahini Chocolate Chip Sesame Cookies
Place 1 cup of butter, cut into cubes, into the mixer
Add 1 cup of sugar and start creaming
Add ¾ cup raw tahini paste, 1 tablespoon vanilla, a few drops of
almond extract
Gradually add 3 cups all-purpose flour, ½ teaspoon salt, a pinch of
baking powder
Fold in 1 cup mini chocolate chips
Scoop into tablespoon sized balls and roll in ½ cup of sesame seeds
Bake on a lined cookie sheet for 12 minutes at 350°F / 180°C
Perfect with Turkish coffee

Norwich Hebrew Benevolent
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P.O. Box 663 Jewett City, CT 06351

Hebrew Cemeteries #1, #2, and #3
Interfaith Cemetery #4
Cremains Cemetery
Synagogue Affiliation Not Required

860-887-0896
AUTO | HOME | COMMERCIAL | MARINE

LEVINE
INSURANCE GROUP, LLC

ANDREW J. LEVINE

Owner, Producer, 40+ Years Experience
221 Boston Post Rd.
P.O. Box 339
East Lyme, CT 06333

860-739-4444 Office
860-739-6861 Fax
andy@ligct.com
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Small urban groves help fight big climate changes
By Abigail Klein Leichman, Israel21c
Finally, some positive news about climate change: Even small
groves in your backyard or city park help fight the effects of rising

heatwaves, and droughts.
he says. “We had to devise our own methods.”
One of his lab’s recent studies
What he found is that even small groves sequester a significant
suggests that planting semi-arid amount of carbon and water from the environment.
forests in two previously
“Many cities, like Paris and London, already understand the ability
neglected areas of Africa of trees to trap and sequester carbon, filtering it and other material
and Australia could from the atmosphere,” says Qubaja.
radically offset human“It is increasingly recognized that urban plantations are intimately
induced global warming. linked to biogeochemical processes that govern carbon, water, and
Qubaja
was
the other materials in the environment.”
lead author on four
His research has shown just how much urban orchards and even
papers published by backyard gardens can contribute to ecological goals.
Yakir’s group. One study
In addition, he says, “they promote physical and mental health,
describes how forests a connection with nature, and enhanced social relationships and
in semi-arid regions education.”
protect themselves from
And so, although climate change is a huge threat, little actions like
summer
dehydration planting a few trees can make a difference.
by absorbing moisture
“It’s very important to know that home gardens are helpful in this
exceptionally well from effort to sequester carbon from the atmosphere and decrease the
the atmosphere. This temperature,” he says.
capability also makes the
He hopes his results will help urban green spaces planners and
Tree researcher Rafat Qubaja flanked by fellow graduate student Jonathan trees good at absorbing managers better understand how to take advantage of trees’ natural
Muller and his adviser-mentor Prof. Dan Yakir, after Qubaja won the Dean’s and storing atmospheric talents for conservation and ecology.
carbon dioxide.
His studies are continuing. “We are doing a long-term experiment
Prize for PhD students at the Weizmann Institute. Photo by Rafael Stern
Semi-arid
forests in many different forests of Israel, perhaps also in areas where there
temperatures, drought and greenhouse gases.
store 70 percent of their carbon is more precipitation.”
“Urban orchards and green spaces can contribute to a range of underground and it stays there for
ecosystem services,” writes Weizmann Institute of Science postdoctoral an average 59 years, as opposed
researcher Rafat Qubaja in a soon-to-be-published paper.
to 18 years in
Those “services” include storing carbon, reducing air pollution, temperate forests.
1ST PRIZE
regulating the urban microclimate, cooling, and shading, retaining About 18% of the
Five $500 VISA
rainwater and soil moisture, recharging groundwater and more.
Earth’s landmass
Gift Cards
Qubaja, a 42-year-old father of four from the village of Tarqumiyah is semi-arid, and
Sponsored by:
in the Palestinian Authority territories, earned his PhD at the if 20% of that
Kim & Kenn Fischburg
Weizmann Institute for his novel work on measuring how much water were forested, it
2nd PRIZE
and carbon trees absorb from the environment.
would trap and
Apple iPad Pro
He began his experiments on the institute’s Rehovot campus, store a billion
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Congregation Beth El’s future remains bright

By Artie Dean
to thrive. And if, one day, a new
This has been an unusual year on so many levels, and wave of young Jewish families
that’s putting it mildly. The pandemic seems to be knocking migrates to New London County
on Southeastern Connecticut’s door with increased force and they want to know where
these last few weeks. With Presidential debates and the they might attend services, I’ll
wait for a vaccine ratcheting my anxiety to an all-time smile, if I’m still around, happy to
high, at least there is one bright spot. Judaism seems to be see their return, and I’ll say, “I’m
thriving in our community.
glad you asked. You’ve got quite a
As we gear up for what may be a difficult winter, I am choice.”
proud of being a member of the Jewish Community and
I asked Beth El’s President
specifically a congregant at Congregation Beth El.
of the Board of Directors,
We’ve had our challenges the last few years. No one can Kathleen McFadden, and Rabbi
deny the strain shrinking demographics have wrought. Earl Kideckel, Beth El’s spiritual
Many of us remember the growing years of the 70’s and leader, to comment. Along with
80’s, when Jewish families flocked weekly to New London the board of directors, and their
and its surrounding suburbs. The Schechter School was support staff, Ella and Merrill,
bursting at its seams with nearly 100 children. Hebrew they do the work of keeping
Schools were filled. Bar mitzvah boys and Bat mitzvah girls Beth El a vital place during this
were plentiful.
difficult time.
With houses of worship suspending in-house services
all over the country, the presence of our new online Kathleen McFadden:
footprint has confirmed my hope for the future. Instead of
“Our congregation is looking
seeing attendance at Beth El events plummet, I’ve seen a to the future with a renewed
resurgence. Specifically, High Holiday attendance on our sense of what it means to be
Zoom platform was overwhelming. An in-person Tashlich Jewish. First and foremost, we
service on the sands of Ocean Beach drew 100. You haven’t are a community that cares
lived till you’ve seen startled seagulls scooping up bread for each other. COVID-19 has
cast upon the waters while
shofar blasts reverberate
Call me a hopeless optimist, but I think
from the edge of Long Island Sound.
I watched with pleasure, from a safe
with enhanced cooperation between the
distance, my mask obscuring my smile,
synagogues, and the great leadership of
but not the twinkle in my eye.
Carin Savel at the Jewish Federation, the
Simchat
Torah
services
were
Jewish Community will continue to thrive.
coordinated between all the liberal
congregations and featured a multi-rabbi
lineup of heavy hitters, with insights I felt privileged to hear. On Sukkot taught us that owning a building
I purchased a luluv and etrog for the first time in many years, and had is not the most important aspect
lunch in a friend’s sukkah. Morning and evening minyans continue of being a synagogue. Our
to be well attended, providing daily contact, reassurance, and the congregation quickly adapted
opportunity to say Kaddish for those who have lost a loved one. Hour to Zoom religious services and
long JETI talks for adult education, given by Beth El members, are a has actually thrived over the
welcome treat on Wednesday nights. Cantor Cohn, our guitar wielding past eight months making meals
for the elderly, the bereaved,
virtual chazzan, enriches services whenever he leads.
My wife, Barbara is a New London native. I’m merely a transplant, or those who are caring for
but forty years is a good start. In all those years, while my children a family member; cooking
were growing up, we took the Jewish presence here for granted. and distributing a “break
Sometimes I attended Shabbat services or minyan. Sometimes I didn’t, the fast” meal for the entire
but I always felt the synagogue would be there for me. Now, like congregation; and periodically
many of you, I no longer take the Jewish community for granted. As calling our members to check in
I’ve grown older, I see myself increasingly as a small link in the chain, on how they are doing during
connecting us to previous generations. Southeastern Connecticut has the pandemic.
In July, Rabbi Kideckel
been a great place to be a Jewish American with a growing family. I’m
assumed pulpit leadership, and
thrilled to live here.
Many of the children raised here have moved on to job opportunities has brought a deep reservoir of
in bigger cities elsewhere. We who remain in our beloved corner of knowledge, Yiddishkeit, humor,
Connecticut are more committed than ever to keeping our congregation compassion and energy to our
relevant to our members and the Jewish community in general. In fact, community. The work of the
all the rabbis in our area are doing their utmost for their congregations Common Campus Committee
is progressing, and hopefully,
as well—keeping our link to Judaism strong in difficult times.
Southeastern Connecticut has a decidedly older population now. when this pandemic is over,
With challenge comes great opportunity. Like the theme in the old we will have a solution to our
“Cheers,” TV show, “we’re a place where everyone knows your name.” “building” problem. I am very
And you matter, more than in the old days when a big synagogue hopeful about the future of Beth
turnout was a given. With a renewed sense of purpose and dedication El!”
to our common good, we can keep the light of our Jewish Community
burning brightly. Call me a hopeless optimist, but I think with enhanced Rabbi Earl Kideckel:
“I have been quite impressed
cooperation between the synagogues, and the great leadership of Carin
Savel at the Jewish Federation, the Jewish Community will continue with Congregation Beth El as a

community. It is what originally convinced my wife and me to move
to the New London area. Our congregation is a warm and caring
community, that reaches out to one another and to the greater
community in outreach in so many ways. We have many mitzvah
doers providing to
those who are in
need. Our attendance
at services, albeit
on Zoom platform,
has
revitalized
participation beyond
expectations.
Our
study sessions during
services and at our
adult
education
programs are on a
level where many
people come on
simply to join the discussions and collegiality. As a community we
pride ourselves in our sustainability beyond the walls of a physical
building, though, similar to other congregations, we look forward to
moving back into our shared sanctuary space.”

Saving a life
Dear Editor,
Daniel Greenfield’s provocative article in the October 13 issue
of World Israel News accused N.Y. Gov. Cuomo of leading an antiSemitic verbal assault on New York City’s Orthodox community.  Mr.
Greenfield may believe, as he put it, that “Modern Democrats blame
the coronavirus on the Jews. Despite the plague of media narratives
accompanied by photos of Hasidic Jews praying or mourning, there’s
as little evidence for the latter as for the former.”
It is true that praying and mourning are not disease vectors. But
gatherings of any group of people for any purpose do constitute disease
vectors. Just ask those who came down with COVID-19 after attending
Justice-nominee Amy Barrett’s outdoor White House introduction!
In finding an anti-Semite under every bush, Greenfield‘s
screed conveniently side-stepped two seminal Jewish “fences”:
1) Pikuach Nefesh, and
2) “The law of the land is the law.”
In the case of COVID-19, scientific inquiry (gifted to humans by
God) has proven that large crowds transmit the deadly virus. Why the
virus arrived is (at least for now) beyond human understanding, but
here it is. And, beyond death as an outcome, residual motor, neurologic
and cognitive deficits are not infrequent among survivors - young and
old alike. And the longer this goes on, the more new syndromes are
discovered.
Sadly, rather than complying with a “law of the land” that seeks
to preserve life, some of our Orthodox brothers in New York (and
in Israel) scream “persecution”, “targeting”, “bias”, “stereotyping”,
etc., while waving political flags. It’s certainly their constitutional
privilege, but I simply point out that in doing so they are not only flying
in the face of the two aforementioned values we Jews hold dearest
...  but also FEED the very stereotypes they decry.
If faithful Jews truly hold the preservation of human life as a
holy imperative, then we must make adaptations. Isn’t that just what
Yochanan ben Zakkai did to create Rabbinic Judaism after the Temple’s
destruction? If we’re unhappy with politicians, then vote them out!
But don’t conflate politics with foundational Jewish values. Act to keep
us all alive (Jew and non-Jew alike) by following the traditions of
pikuach Nefesh and follow our elders’ dictum that “the law of the land
is the law.”
Respectfully,
Matthew Shulman, Groton
former NYS EMT #107157
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WATCH

CONT. FROM PG 1

The documentary looks at the modern-day alliance between
African Americans and Jewish Americans. It begins with the founding
of the NAACP in 1909 and showcases the bigotry and segregation that
both groups have faced. There are narrations and testimonies from
Holocaust survivors, leaders, advocates, and prominent Atlantans
such as U.S. Rep. John Lewis, Ambassador Andrew Young, Rabbi Alvin
Sugarman, Rabbi Peter S. Berg, members of the King family, and many
others.
A suggested donation of $18 supports the many programs of
the Jewish Federation, including but not limited to our Food Pantry,
PPE’s for area nursing homes, Social Services, The Israel Desk, Youth
Programs, Encountering Programs and, of course, film screenings and
discussions such as this one, to name but a few. Make your checks
payable to JFEC and remit to 28 Channing St., New London, CT 06320.
In the memo line write Shared Legacies.
Looking forward to seeing you all on Nov. 8 as we meet with and
learn from Shari Rogers, Director of Shared Legacies. This event is
part of the Jewish Federation’s 100 DAYS.

PJ

CONT. FROM PG 1

A great recipe for children was used that allowed the kiddos to do all
the kneading and rising in a zip lock bag! Jewish foods, check that box!
PJ Library did it!
Rosh Hashanah Kits were the most popular. Customized for each
family and delivered to their door, they contained a plethora of
goodies. With the traditional apples and honey packed inside, so too
was a kazoo and instructions for the shofar calls. Materials for making
stained glass window apples to decorate the home were included for
the younger children. The older children had supplies for making
origami shofars.
Everyone received a Rosh Hashanah Bingo activity and a recipe for
making Apple and Honey Breakfast Pops. That’s not all! The kit also
included a Tashlich activity that allowed the children to watch their
“sorry for’s” disappear. New Year’s Cards, complete with the necessary
paint to make a honeybee with your fingerprint, were provided.
Each family was also given a pre- addressed envelope for a senior
in our community to send one of their Honeybee New Year Cards to.
Connecting with seniors, check that box! PJ Library did it!
So, back by popular demand, we will be bringing Chanukah Kits
to the PJ Library community. This will allow an opportunity for eight
days of activities and events.
Do you have a child or grandchild eight years old or younger? Do
you live in Eastern Connecticut? If you do, it’s time to sign up for a PJ
Library Chanukah Kit! Contact Barbara Wolfe pjlibrary@jfec.com.

THOMAS L. NEILAN & SONS
Funeral Directors
12 Ocean Avenue
New London, CT 06320
860-443-1871

48 Grand Street
Niantic, CT 06357
860-739-6112
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Gal Gadot Will Teach You Hebrew Slang
By Lior Zaltzman, Kveller
Vanity Fair recently released an interview with Israeli actress Gal
Gadot, in which the successful Wonder Woman star talked about
everything from the “sack of guilt” parents carry (Gadot has two
daughters, Alma and Maya), to the Jewish prayer that keeps her
grounded.
To go along with the interview, the publication also recorded
Gadot teaching some choice Hebrew slang. (Back in 2017, Natalie
Portman did a similar video for Vanity Fair — I highly recommend
you watch that, too!) The video is truly adorable — Gadot is
so lovely and fun to watch. However, it’s also a bit flawed. The
explanations for some of the slang terms and words that Gadot
offers are a little inaccurate — though, to be fair, Hebrew slang,
which often derives from Arabic, Yiddish, and other languages,
is really delightful — but it can be a bit complicated, and Gadot
seems to be giving her answers on the fly.
So let me, a native Hebrew speaker with free time on my
hands, break down and expand on Gal Gadot’s Hebrew slang
lesson, one saying at a time:
Achi — Literally “my brother,” but really it’s more like
“bro.” Gadot definitely gets this one right. You can also use achoti
(“my sister”) as “sis.”
Para, para — It means “cow, cow,” but it’s used to say “one
thing at a time.” It’s usually used to tell someone who is rushing to do
too many things at once to hold up, “para, para!” You can do the same
when someone pressures you to rush through something — just yell
“para, para!” at them. It’s very effective.
Bli ayin ha’ra — The Hebrew version of the Yiddish kinehora,
which means “without the evil eye,” you can also add “ptu, ptu,
ptu” and “hamsa, hamsa” for extra evil eye warding — as Gadot
demonstrates in the video. This one is an indispensable saying for
most Israelis.
Havla”z — This one is abbreviated from chaval al ha’zman,
which is literally “shame on your time,” but really it means
something that is beyond amazing. People don’t really use havla”z
anymore, but the full version is still a popular way to say something is
really incredible. “The Wonder Woman 1984 trailer? It’s so good that
it’s chaval al ha’zman!”
Pa’am shlishit glida — This literally means “third time ice
cream,” and it’s a complicated, charming little bit of slang. Gadot
explained it as “third time’s the charm,” but it’s not really what it means.
It’s kind of a joke greeting when you see someone twice, unexpectedly,
in a short amount of time. You tell that person — “pa’am shlishit glida,”
a cheeky little saying which implies that the third time we meet, let’s
get ice cream. Cute, right?!
Tachles — Gadot translates this as “what’s the bottom line.”
Tachles comes from the same root as the Hebrew word for purpose,
tachlit. It really means, let’s get to the real purpose of this — let’s be
honest, and real — let’s speak tachles.
Yalla — Yalla comes from the Arabic “ya allah!” (oh, God!)
— which is another popular Israeli slang expression for surprise or
excitement about something. But mostly it means “let’s go” or “c’mon.”
It’s very much part of the Israeli ethos of getting things done fast and
not dawdling. (OK, so maybe not everyone has that ethos, but Gadot
demonstrates it well!).
Esh — Esh is the Hebrew word for “fire,” people use this one in
the same way in English as they do in Hebrew, when something is fire,
well, it’s fire, like Gadot’s actions scenes in Wonder Woman are esh.
Ma ani, ez? — This one literally means “what am I, a goat?”
Gadot adorably translates it as “what am I, a dummy-dum?” (The
mom-speak is strong with this one!) But it’s basically something you
say when you feel ignored or left out.
Ma pit’om — This literally means “what suddenly?” It’s a
Hebrew expression that means “no way.” Like if you asked me if I hated
Hebrew slang, I’d reply, “Ma pit’om, I love it (duh, have you not read
this piece?)!”
Shtoyot be’mitz — This is such a cute one, and it means
“nonsense in juice” — basically, that’s bull! The full saying is actually
“Shtuyot be’mitz agvaniyot” — nonsense in tomato juice. Like if anyone
told me Gadot was “plain” I would say, that’s shtuyot be’mitz.

Hores — Hores(male) /
horeset
(female)
literally
means
“destroying”
or
“destroyed.” In Hebrew slang,
though, it means that something

is just devastatingly amazing.
Jake Gyllenhaal in a tie dye Russ
and Daughters’ shirt? That’s
absolutely hores.
Rosh kroov — This literally
means “cabbage head,” a head
that’s as empty and hollow as a
cabbage, a dummy. It’s also the
name of a popular ’70s Israeli
kids’ show. Behold:
Gadot also adds her own
favorite slang term:
Af/a
aleicha/alaych/
aleichem — This means “flying
on you,” like you’re crazy about
someone. You can also fly on an
object. Like, I’m flying (ani afa)
on these new tie-dye sweatpants.
Just to clarify which one you
should use af (male singluar) OR
afa (female singular) OR afim/
afot (male/female plural) +
alaych (on you, singular female)
OR aleicha (on you, singular
male) OR aleichem/aleichen (on
you, plural male/female). Phew!
If you’ve stayed with me
through all this, I’d like to
introduce you to a slang saying
I like to use: “Ivrit safa kasha.”
It means “Hebrew difficult
language” — and yes, the bad
grammar is there on purpose.
It’s been popularized to say
with a fake Russian accent,
but I personally don’t support
xenophobic jokes about Russian
immigrants, so I just say as is. I
actually say it every time I get a
Hebrew word or saying wrong,
which happens a lot.
Hebrew is a complex and
wonderful language, and it’s only
human to get things wrong —
even when you do play an actual
superhero like Wonder Woman.
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Lenore Levin

Obituaries

New London -- Lenore Levin, longtime resident of New
London, died in her home
on Wednesday, October 14,
2020. Her big heart finally
gave out. She almost made
it to 99.
Lenore was born during
The Roaring Twenties in
Brooklyn, NY on January
22, 1922. After high
school, Lenore worked as
a receptionist for her uncle
and met Reuben “Rip”
Levin when he came to the office to apply for a job. It was
love at first sight. They were married in 1943 and lived
happily ever after for 72 years, first in Brooklyn, then Long Island, NY,
and finally in New London, CT from 1968 until 2016, when Rip died
at 94.
In 1968, Rip and Lenore purchased J. Solomon, Inc., Stationers in
New London, a 66-year-old family business, from Minnie Solomon
Felsen and her husband, Dave. Originally located at 30 Main Street,
Solomon’s grew greatly under the Levins. Rip ran the front of the store;
Lenore did the bookkeeping. She often said, “I have the best job. I count
the money and get to sleep with the boss!” They worked together for
more than 30 years, moving the business to 27 Bank Street (where
Tarny’s men’s clothiers had been located), then to 208 Bank Street
(former site of Gruskin Hardware). Along with nephew Howard
Stillman, they kept Minnie Solomon’s family business going past its
century mark. Luddite Lenore retired when computers were brought
in and she “had nothing to do.” Solomon’s was sold to W.B. Mason in
2012, which left the building after two years. It is now the site of The
Social Bar & Kitchen.
Lenore loved to laugh. She had ample opportunity to do so with
Rip, a renowned joke teller. Lenore also had a memorable sense of
humor and was known to speak her mind. While being waited on by a
young, tank top-wearing saleswoman covered in tattoos at Rite Aid on
a steamy August afternoon, 95-year-old Lenore noted dryly, “You have
a lot of information on you.”
A voracious reader, Lenore was on her second or third readings of
many favorite books in her extensive home library, a room unto itself
with shelves lining an entire wall. In addition to reading for many
hours each day, she also stayed sharp by working on word puzzles,
thanks to a thoughtful caregiver who brought her a book of them one
day because she knew how much Lenore loved words.
Lenore knew everyone in town and was greeted warmly by
shopkeepers and neighbors wherever she went. One of her awed
caregivers dubbed her “the mayor of New London” after observing
these numerous hellos, plus house calls by her dentist and doctor.
Lenore was generous in word and deed. She was also known as
a “fashionista.” At 95, she was described admiringly by someone 30
years her junior as looking “mighty fine” at a fund-raising event, with
hair and nails freshly done—as always—and a memorable necklace
adorning her perfectly chosen outfit. Lenore also loved the casino. She
visited there two to three times weekly and invariably left a modest
deposit at the penny slots.
Lenore is survived by her son, Mark, of New London; daughter Monica
and daughter-in-law Nancy of San Francisco, CA; nieces, nephews, and
the great and grand generations of their offspring. Lenore was a good

DR. BRIAN MANN & ASSOCIATES
Optometrists
www.BrianMannVision.com
ROUTINE, FUNCTIONAL &
HOLISTIC VISION CARE

Also specializing in:
Contact Lenses, Learning Challenges, ADD, ADHD, Autism
Located at Pearle Vision | Waterford Commons, Waterford, CT

friend and had many throughout
her life, including locals Brenda
and Sonny Hendel and the late,
great Roz Mallove. Lenore also
had five girlfriends from grade
school in Brooklyn, with whom
she remained close for 80+ years,
despite married lives that took
them to NJ, FL, PA and CT. They
joked when they were well into
their eighties: “We don’t have to
worry about dying young!” Most
lived into their ninth decade,
when Lenore proudly proclaimed
herself “the last of the Mohicans.”
Two years before Rip died,
Lenore informed her family: “If
Dad goes first, leave the hole open
because I’m jumping in after him!”
They didn’t doubt her resolve,
but she surprised everyone by
remaining involved, engaged and
happy in the remaining four-anda-half years she had without her
beloved. Always in a good mood,
she was grateful for every day she
had and usually gave us the daily
weather report: “It’s a beautiful
day in the neighborhood!”
We thank her good genes
(her mother lived to 100) and
devoted Care At Home caregivers.
And a tip of the hat and deep
appreciation to Bob LeFrançois,
handyman extraordinaire, who
promptly showed up whenever
anything in the house needed
repair or replacing. He and his
lovely wife, Joanne, were also
great dinner dates to Lenore and
Mark. Lenore enjoyed meals out
and parties with Care At Home
owners Suzanne and Dan Karp.
She also went for manicures with
Suzanne and picked up her habit
of wearing sparkles or a different
color polish on one finger. Not
many nonagenarians sported
such hot nails!
They all loved her. Ric
Waterhouse was a special friend,
with whom Lenore had a standing
weekly hair appointment at his
downtown New London salon
from the time it opened 30 years
ago. After Rip died, Ric took a
selfie with Lenore at each visit
and sent it to Monica.
Lenore’s passing denotes the
end of a bygone genteel era. She
was larger than life to us. We’ll
miss the daily calls, Mom, and so
much more!
Private burial was at New
Montefiore Cemetery in West
Babylon, Long Island, NY.
In lieu of flowers, donations in
Lenore’s memory may be made
to Lawrence + Memorial Hospital
Development Fund, Friends of the
Public Library of New London,
Congregation Ahavath Chesed or
the Jewish Federation of Eastern
CT.

Sonya “Sunny” Fein

East Lyme - Sonya Esther “Sunny” Fein, 76, loving and loved wife,
mother, grandmother, aunt, daughter, cherished friend, educator,
family poet and lyricist, died Oct. 7, 2020, from the cancer she had kept
at bay for the past twelve years.
She is survived by her husband Maier of 53 years; two sons, their
spouses, three grandchildren and sister-in-law: Matthew, Lisa and
Corey Fein; Michael Fein, Marjorie Feld, and Isaac and Nathan Feinfeld;
and Arlene Ritter Sharkey. She was predeceased by her parents,
Nathan and Beatrice Ritter; and her brother Kenneth Ritter.
A native Philadelphian, she moved to Connecticut in 1967. As an
elementary school teacher and language arts consultant for over
25 years, she brought the joy of reading to countless children. After
a short period teaching in Cheltenham, Penn., and Quaker Hill, she
joined the Ledyard Center School in 1980 and retired from there in
2004. For over fifty years, she was an active member of Congregation
Beth El in New London, where she served on the Board of Directors
and several of its committees, while supporting programs such as the
Torah Fund, Bikur Cholim and the annual Purim Dinner.
She graduated South Philadelphia High School and earned her
undergraduate and graduate degrees in education from Temple
University and the University of Connecticut, respectively. She
volunteered for the Jewish Federation of Eastern Connecticut’s
Friendly Visitors Program and its Literacy Program in New London
Schools.
Contributions in Sunny’s memory may be made to Congregation
Beth El at bethel-nl.org, the Jewish Federation of Eastern Connecticut
at jfec.com, the Greater Boston Jewish Coalition for Literacy at www.
jcrcboston.org/literacy, or the Detroit Jewish Coalition for Literacy at
jcrcajc.org.
Services were private and under the care of the Thomas L. Neilan &
Sons Funeral Home, 12 Ocean Avenue, New London. Please visit www.
neilanfuneralhome.com to sign the guestbook or to share a memory.

Make checks payable to ‘JFEC’ and remit to 28 Channing
St., New London, CT 06320. Reference CRR on memo line.
Donations made to this fund help support the Federation’s
food pantry and asssisting clients in a crisis situation
brought on by COVID. You may also make a donation via
the Federation’s website -- JFEC.com.

136 Sachem Street
Norwich CT 06360
860-889-2374
Fax 860-886-2396

Memorial

Byles-MacDougall
Funeral Service, Inc
(860) 442-0343
(888) 736-7036

Daniel W. Byles
Reid B. Burdick
John D. MacDougall
Byles Memorial Home
99 Huntington Street
New London, Conn. 06320

Byles-Groton Memorial Home
310 Thames Street
Groton, Conn. 06340

THE JEWISH LEADER, OCTOBER 23, 2020

Two new ways to solve the
Palestinian Problem
In light of Israel’s establishing full diplomatic relations with the
United Arab Emirates and with Bahrain, and with the hope of doing
so with several other Persian Gulf States, it is tempting to think that
“the Palestinian problem” will just go away on its own. However,
there are still several million Palestinians living under Israeli military
(rather than civil) law, and while you might not want to use the term
“apartheid” for this situation (as I think you should not), this is an
ongoing problem. Perhaps Native American history can come to our
aid? As is well known, the United States, even before it knew itself as
such, had what was referred to as an “Indian problem.” Exploring two
creative solutions to this problem may prove helpful for the particular
challenges facing Israel.
The historical background for the first proposal has resurfaced
today thanks to a wonderful new novel by Louise Erdrich (The Night
Watchman). For about two decades in the middle of the 20th Century,
the federal government proposed that Native American tribes, as a
1953 Congressional resolution put it, “should be freed from Federal
supervision and control and from all disabilities and limitations
specially applicable to Indians.”
Native Americans would, in other words, become fully assimilated
into the larger American culture—what some officials in the Bureau
of Indian Affairs called “emancipation” (but what Native Americans
called “termination”). As a result of this policy, the federal government
ended recognition of more than 100 tribes and bands as sovereign
dependent nations, though subsequently many tribes regained federal
recognition.
Applying the policy to Israel, the first proposal would have the
Knesset pass a law to emancipate Palestinians and have them fully
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assimilate into Israeli culture. In
one fell swoop, Israel’s bi-national
problem would disappear, no
longer Palestinians and Jews
fighting for territory but just
Israelis living together. Ayyy but
with that word “Jews” (which can
signify both nation and religion)
you will immediately recognize
the difference between the Israeli
and the American situation.
What made the American
proposal possible was the fact
that a cultural genocide, in
large part through Christian
missionizing,
had
already
been perpetrated upon Native
Americans (thus, for example,
in 1869 the Board of Indian
Commissioners could note that
“the religion of our blessed Savior
is . . . the most effective agent for
the civilization of any people”).
Whereas Congressmen could
legitimately expect that Indians, if
“emancipated,” would assimilate
into America’s Christian majority
culture, no such expectation
could exist regarding Palestinians
(whether Muslim or Christian)

assimilating into Israel’s Jewish majority
culture. Sadly, we must therefore set aside
this first proposal as impractical: unlike
the case with Native Americans, Palestinian
religious traditions have been able to thrive.
The second proposal is inspired by a
current statement that appears at the end of
emails sent by faculty and staff at Utah State
University: “We would like to acknowledge
that all USU courses are taught on the
traditional lands of the Diné, Goshute, Paiute, Shoshone and Utes
Peoples past and present, and honor the land itself and the people
who have stewarded it throughout the generations.”
One of the stickiest issues between Israel and the Palestinians is the
right of return. Under this second proposal, anyone living or working
on a piece of land upon which there is a Palestinian claim could issue
a USU-type acknowledgment and the Palestinians in question would
give up on their right of return.
I know what you’re thinking: This would not work. Reluctantly, I am
inclined to agree, but again, this says something favorable about Israel.
The reason why the second proposal works at Utah State University is
because the Diné, Goshute, Paiute, Shoshone, and Utes Peoples cannot
hope for anything better.
This second proposal could not possibly be considered here
because the Palestinians still hope that they will be adequately
compensated for lands lost. We thus have to also dismiss this proposal
as impractical. America solved its Indian problem by a combination
of various methods; what has made the Palestinian problem so
intractable is the fact that Israel has chosen not to adopt similar
methods.

A splash of color

By Edgar Asher, Ashernet
Despite its climate and lack of summer rain, Israel has a proliferation
of wildflowers that can be seen at different times across the length and
breadth of the country. Not all the wildflowers have the beauty of a tulip
or daffodil, however in consideration of the fact that during the summer
months there is no rain it is a wonder that wildflowers grow at all.
In Jerusalem, at this time of the year, a wildflower called ‘drimia’ can be
seen on the hills around the city. The flowers generally last for only one to
two days and are white to yellowish green or brown. © ASHERNET

Drimia on the
Jerusalem hills
at the end of
summer.
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