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A Conversation with  
Dr. Ruth! 

Sept 22 at 2PM at The Garde
The Jewish Federation of Eastern Connecticut presents international personality  

Dr. Ruth Westheimer
Dr. Ruth Westheimer is a Holocaust survivor who became America’s most famous sex therapist. 
With her diminutive frame, thick German accent, and uninhibited approach to sex therapy and 
education, Dr. Ruth transformed the conversation around sexuality. Now 91, she shows no signs 
of slowing down. Event sponsorships are available. 
Contact Carin Savel at carin.savel@jfec.com or Scott F. Wolfe at scottfwolfe14@gmail.com 
to learn about sponsorship opportunities.

Leader on summer hiatus
The Jewish Leader is taking a break for the remainder of July. 

The next edition will be published on August 9. Submissions 
should reach mimi@jfec.com by Friday, August 2.

To stay up-to-date with events in the community check out 
the Federation’s website (https://www.jfec.com) and its Fa-
cebook page (https://www.facebook.com/pg/JFEC06320/
posts/?ref=page_internal)

After 35 years of dedicated ser-
vice to the Jewish Federation and 
community at large, Jerry Fischer 
retired June 30, 2019. To honor 
Jerry, the Federation is holding a re-
ception and buffet dinner on Tues-
day, August 13, 2019 at Connecticut College in the Crozier-Williams 
Student Center. The evening begins with a reception and short pro-
gram (5-6:30) followed at 6:30 by a buffet dinner and dessert. The 
buffet will include salmon, pasta primavera, assorted salads, risotto 
and rolls. 

The event is $40 per person. Reservations and payment must be 
received by August 1.

Invitations were mailed July 8 and most of you should have received 
one by the time you read this article. If you haven’t received your in-
vitation by July 18, please contact the Federation at a special email 
EVENTS@JFEC.com so one can be mailed to you. You can also check 
the JFEC.com website for the invitation and response information.

This event is open to the entire community and all are welcome.

Retirement 
dinner  

invitation  
in the mail

The Jewish Federation of East-
ern CT is getting an early start to 
its 2019-20 programming season 
with the first of its community 
building events on Sunday, Au-
gust 18, 2019. A deluxe motor 
coach will transport 40 lucky 
people to Stage 42 in New York’s 
theater district to see the best 
musical revival of the season FID-
DLER ON THE ROOF in Yiddish 
with English supertitles.

The plan is to leave the New 
London area at 9:30 AM and ar-
rive in NYC at 12:30. This will 
allow the group to have lunch 
on their own at a yet to be deter-
mined restaurant near Stage 42 
so there will be plenty of time to 
make the short walk to the the-
ater for a 3:00 PM curtain. The 
show is three hours including a 

See the best musical revival of the season 
FIDDLER ON THE ROOF - in Yiddish

15-minute intermission. The goal is to be on the road by 7 PM. With a 
Sunday night commute from the City estimated time of arrival back in 
New London is 9:40 PM.

Cost for this outing is $118 per person and includes the deluxe mo-
tor coach and theater tickets. An RSVP from 40 people is required by 
Tuesday, July 23 to allow us to reserve the bus and purchase the tick-
ets in a timely manner. A check or credit card will secure your reserva-
tion. Make checks payable to JFEC and mail to 28 Channing St., New 
London, CT 06320. Memo line should read FIDDLER. To pay by credit 
card contact the Federation at 860-442-8062. Any questions or to let 
the Federation know you are coming, please contact the Federation 
using this special email EVENTS@JFEC.com.

SAVE THE DATE! 
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Candle Lighting for Eastern CT area

The next meeting of the Beth 
El Book Club is on Monday, Au-
gust 12 at 8pm at the Shaw St. 
office in New London.

 We will be reading the first 
half of Simon Schama’s His-
tory of the Jews, 1000 BC to 
1492 CE. He has done inter-
esting shows on PBS. A former 
and recurrent member of our 
community read the second 
volume, 1492-1900 and called 
it “excellent.” Because of the 
book’s length, we will read the 
first half for the August meet-
ing, halfway through Chapter 
5. 

The Waterford Library is 
going to get 15 copies which 
will be held for “Beth El book 
club.” The book is also avail-

able on Kindle. 
Consider joining a warm, interesting group of people to discuss the 

book. All in the southeastern Connecticut community are welcome. 
Any questions, please contact the Beth El office at 860-442-0418 or 
office@bethel-nl.org. 

Beth El Book Club to  
meet August 12
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Congregation B’nai Shalom of 
Putnam celebrated its centennial 
with a picnic in the barn at Rose-
land Park on the afternoon of 
Sunday, June 30. Approximately 
70 people attended, with con-
gregants old and new, and friends 
from area faith groups.

Mayor Barney Seney of Put-
nam presented a proclama-
tion, and remarks were given by 
synagogue President Sue Stern; 
Jewish Federation of Eastern 
Connecticut Assistant Director 
Marcia Reinhard; Rabbi Susan 
Elkodsi, previously a Visting 
Rabbi at B’nai Shalom; Pastor Su-
san Foster of the East Woodstock 
Congregational Church; Rabbi 
Jordan Schuster, whose words 
were read in his absence by Dr. 
Gail Dickinson; and current Visit-
ing Rabbi Eliana Falk. Rabbi Falk 
and Rabbi Elkodsi offered prayers 

Centennial celebration at B’nai Shalom
and blessings. The MC for the af-
ternoon was Daryn Tenenbaum.

Guests enjoyed a variety of 
vegetarian pizzas from an an-
tique pizza truck, birthday cakes 
(one for Rabbi Falk and one for 
the congregation), homemade 
desserts created by congregants, 
gelato and coffees. Beautiful 
handmade Judaic jewelry by 
Brenda Buchbinder was available 
for purchase and Cher Kapelner-
Champ’s Menchie Potato People 
craft, bubbles and hoola hoops 
kept both children and adults oc-
cupied. Music was provided by 
the band Faithful Sky.

A slide show highlighted pic-
tures from the congregation’s 
history, including the loss of its 
original building in the flood of 
1955, and the groundbreaking 
of its new and current building 
in 1965, across the river from its 

former location. Guests helped to 
make a scrapbook for a time cap-
sule at the celebration with an in-
stant camera. Memory booklets, 
commemorative Frisbees and 
small bags of personalized candy 
were given as party favors. 

Congregation B’nai Shalom 
is proud of its longevity and is 
grateful to all who helped along 
the way. It currently provides 
the local Jewish community with   

2-3 weekly services, High Holiday 
services, an active Sisterhood and 
a Hebrew School for children of 
all ages. It has been involved for 
years in Interfaith activities and 
is blessed to be a frequent site for 
Interfaith Thanksgiving services. 
A Todah Rabbah (Many Thanks!) 
to all who attended, sent well 
wishes, donated time and re-
sources, and to Centennial Com-
mittee members and auxiliary 

members Brenda and Irv Buch-
binder, Cher and Steve Kapelner 
Champ, Jon Kornhauser and Bar-
bara Tate, Jordan and Sue Stern, 
Lynn Cooper, the Manz family, the 
Serwer family, the Tenenbaum 
family, and the Amberg-Wesler 
family. For more information or 
to provide memories of congre-
gational history for our time cap-
sule, please contact President Sue 
Stern at 860-315-5181.
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Senior Offerings
Reservations are necessary for all events. When making your res-
ervation, let us know if you need a ride. Reservations can be 
made by calling Beth at 860-444-6333x112. If Beth is 
not available, leave a voice mail message, she’ll check them the 
following business day.

SEND YOUR SUBSCRIPTION

WITHOUT IT, THERE CAN BE
NO JEWISH LEADER

44726

 Diamonds  Watches  Crystal
 Fine Contemporary & Antique Jewelry

 Custom Jewelry Design  Expert Jewelry & Watch Repair
 Estate Jewelry Bought & Sold

 262 Boston Post Road • Utopia Centre 
 Waterford, CT • (860) 442-4391

 Monday - Thursday 10:00-6:00  Friday 10:00-7:00  Saturday 10:00-4:00

 Since 1919 Southeastern Connecticut’s Oldest and Most Respected Jewelers

Summer Luncheon 
Please join us on Monday, August 12 for a chicken luncheon. This 

is a TVCCA sponsored special luncheon, so a suggested donation of $6 
in advance is required with your reservation. The deadline to make 
your reservation is Thursday, August 8 by 10 a.m.

Fall Fling - Monday, Sept. 9
Our kickoff luncheon sponsored by The Martin and Mildred         

Shapiro Endowment Fund is scheduled for Monday, September 9 at 
Temple Emanu-El at 29 Dayton Road, Waterford at 12:30 PM. There 
will be wonderful entertainment and an incredible dairy buffet. All are 
welcome to attend this luncheon as our guests. Just please remem-
ber to make a reservation by Monday, August 26, so that we pre-
pare enough food. Transportation will be provided from Beth Jacob 
to Temple Emanu-El by minivan. Please let us know if you need a ride 
from Beth Jacob. 

First KHL of the Season -- Monday, Sept. 16
Our first Kosher Hot Lunch will be Monday, September 16, at 

Temple Emanu-El, at 12:30 PM. To make sure that we can accommo-
date everyone, reservations are always required by 10:00 AM the 
Thursday prior to the luncheon (Sept 12). As always, there is a sug-
gested donation of $3.00 per person. Please let us know if you need a 
ride. 

Remaining Shows for 2019
Wednesday, August 14, 2019, “Cabaret” at Ivoryton Playhouse. 

Cost $54/$57. Lunch on your own. SOLD OUT
Wednesday, September 25, 2019, “Shear Madness” at Ivoryton 

Playhouse. Shear Madness is one of the most popular productions in 
the world, delighting audiences with its unique blend of madcap im-
provisation and spine tickling mystery. This unique comedy-whodun-
it takes place today in the “Shear Madness” hairstyling salon and is 
chock full of up-to-the-minute humor. A murder is committed and the 
audience gets to spot the clues, question the suspects, and solve the 
mystery. 

Voted “Best Comedy of the Year” seven times by the Boston Globe 
and “Best Play of the Year” by the Chicago Sun-Times and the Phila-
delphia Enquirer, “Shear Madness” has also received the Raven Award 
from the Mystery Writers of America and has been inducted into the 
Comedy Hall of Fame, the first play ever to receive that accolade. Cost 
$54/$57. Lunch on your own. 1 TICKET AVAILABLE.

Wednesday, October 23, 2019, “Billy Elliot” at Goodspeed. 
Young Billy Elliot is pulled between his family’s coalmining roots and 

his newly discovered passion to 
dance. Is his future boxing gloves 
or ballet shoes? In the hardscrab-
ble world of a changing England, 
reaching high becomes a leap of 
faith. 

Following your dream – and 
overcoming obstacles – has never 
been more electric than in the 
10-time Tony winning Broadway 
phenomenon with songs by the 
legendary Elton John. Celebrate 
the idea of being yourself in the 
Goodspeed premiere of this 
powerful dance-filled story! Cost 
$64/$67. Lunch on your own.       
5 TICKETS STILL AVAILABLE.

Info you need to know about 
our trips

Our ticket policy requires 
that a $25 non-refundable de-
posit accompany your reserva-
tion. These deposits MUST go 
through Beth. Just writing down 
your name will no longer be 
enough or accepted. Please make 
sure your phone number is pro-
vided so we can call you with a 
pickup time for the event.

A trip MUST have at least 4 
persons per car to happen. If 
there is an outing in which you 
are interested, make sure you 
get to go by asking a few friends 
to join us. Our policy has always 
been “the more the merrier”. 

Payment in full is required 
three (3) weeks prior to the 
event. You will be notified that 
your final payment is due, either 
by mail or a phone call. If there is 
no response, then your ticket will 
be forfeit. If at the last moment 
you are unable to attend a perfor-
mance, the responsibility for your 
ticket rests with you. If we have a 
wait list we will be happy to make 
a call. Because we have already 
paid for your ticket we are unable 
to refund your money or put it to-
ward another show. This policy 
will be firmly enforced.

When & How to reach Beth
Please call Beth at 860-444-

6333, Monday and Tuesday from 
9:00 AM to 4:30 PM and Thurs-
days from 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM for 
all reservations or questions re-
garding senior services. We MUST 
call in our meal counts the week 
before the luncheon by 10:00 AM 
on Thursday, so PLEASE make 
your reservation by the Thursday 
morning prior to the KHL to en-
sure your spot and enough food.

Did you know that your Jewish Federation’s in-house “Food Pantry” 
also features a small selection of non-food items available “FREE” for 
those in-need?

The Federation office will accept community donations of a wide-
variety of unopened and fresh household goods including personal 
hygiene supplies; new bathroom products; dog and cat food cans/
packets; boxes of tissues; rolls of unopened toilet paper; fresh sanitary 
products; large, reusable carry bags; and even supermarket gift cards.

If you have any questions about a specific donation contact the Fed-
eration at 860.442.8062 or mimi@jfec.com between M-F, 10-4 PM.

And, thanks in advance for your thoughtfulness in helping those in 
need.

We collect and we distribute

By Joanna C. Valente, Kveller
What to name your baby is always a huge topic of debate–some 

days, you may be really feeling one name, while the next, you might 
hate it. Trends, of course, come and go with the times, so instead of 
choosing by trends, it could be interesting to choose a name loosely 
based around the season your baby is born.

Of course, don’t forget to check out Kveller’s baby naming guide 
while you’re at it in order to get more inspiration. Here are some Jew-
ish names we really like that could be perfect for a summer baby:

1. Ita. Ita, a name for boys, means “star” in Yiddish. Who doesn’t 
love looking at the night sky in the summer?

2. Kochava. Kochava is a girl’s name in Hebrew that means “star.” 
Starry night skies are basically synonymous with summer.

3. Kochav. Like Kochava, Kochav means “star” in Hebrew, but is a 
unisex name.

4. Basmat. Basmat is a girl’s name in Hebrew that means “fra-
grance.” This makes me automatically think of the summer wind and 
how sweet it is. And you know, this Sinatra song:

5. Pearl. Pearl is a Yiddish name for girls that means exactly what it 
sounds like: “pearl.” Considering pearls come from the ocean, and we 
go to the beach during the summer months, what’s a better name for 
a girl born in summer?

6. Ziva. Ziva is a Hebrew name for girls meaning “light.” This is the 
season of the longest daylight hours.

 7. Nava.Nava means “beautiful” or “pleasant” in Hebrew; it is typi-
cally a girl’s name.

7 Jewish Baby Names  
for Summer

mailto:mimi@jfec.com
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Artie
  Dean

Prodigal Son part 3
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From last issue…Rabbi Hirsch makes a last ditch attempt to reconcile 
with his estranged son, Samuel, before making Aliyah and starting his 

dream job at the new Ben Gurion Hotel opening in Jerusalem.

For an hour Samuel replays arguments he’s had with 
his father. He imagines returning the slap that still burns, if 
they ever meet again. Finally, he returns to the Church, in-
tent on catching up on some of the sleep he missed before 
returning to his duties cleaning the bathrooms.

He opens the door to his tiny room and is about to col-
lapse head first onto his bed, when he sees Rabbi Hirsch 
sitting in the corner like an apparition. “I suppose Mom is 
here too.”

The old man’s face appears drawn, expressionless. 
“Good morning, Samuel. We have to talk,” is all he says.

Nothing in the rabbi’s years of consoling bereaved 
congregants could have prepared him for the task now at 
hand.

How do I tell Samuel his mother’s gone? And he missed 
the funeral.

“How did you find me? Samuel asks, his voice cracking 
as his jaw muscles tense. He’s about to run from the room, 
but something about the way his father’s eyes glisten gives 
him pause. “I thought I told you never to call me again.”

Rabbi Hirsch takes a deep breath; his shoulder’s slump. 
“Let’s just say the monks at Mount Washington were more 
sympathetic than you are. How could you have disappeared 
for so long? And told everyone I’m dead.

“What do you care? To you I’m a failure. Mom was the 
only one who ever took me seriously. Why’d you even both-
er tracking me down?”

Rabbi Hirsch’s eyes narrow. He winces, like a prize 
fighter taking a body blow so devastating that the next 
punch will surely be the last. “It’s been five years, Samuel. 
What kind of son turns his back on his parents?”

“I called Mom a year ago. She never called me back.”
Rabbi Hirsch takes a deep breath. Any animosity he 

still harbors melts away at the mention of his wife. Till this 
moment he has never let himself cry over the tragedy. He 
sniffles, and wipes his eyes, his tone subdued. “Samuel…”

“I’ve got my own life. If you’re going to lecture me about 
Judaism and a benevolent God, forget it!”

“Samuel…”
“I can’t do this dance anymore. Tell Mom for me. It’s too 

painful.”
Rabbi Hirsch’s features soften. “Samuel, I came to tell 

you Mom died last year.”
Samuel sinks onto his bed as if his legs had been kicked 

out from under him. He leans forward and puts his head in 
his hands. “After a minute he gathers himself, and wipes his 
eyes with the palm of his hand. “What happened?”

Rabbi Hirsch recounts the details he’s tried so hard to 
forget: the day Sylvie’s flight went down on route to her 
National Hadassah meeting, the call from the hospital, the 
frantic attempts to reach Samuel before the funeral. “267 
souls snuffed out forever.”

Samuel nods. His mind whirls. He takes a step towards 
his father, but then pauses. Their past feuds have made it 
difficult to reconcile. “You waited a year to look for me? 
Why are you here now?”

Rabbi Hirsch sighs. He hesitates. “Because I’ve 
lost everything I’ve ever cared about: your mother, 
my congregation, even my faith. Lately I’ve just been 
going through the motions.” 

Samuel stares, his eyes wide. Never before had his 
father expressed any measure of doubt, or shown any 
weakness. He seems so….old. “Maybe we can spend a 
few days together. I’ve got next weekend off.”

The rabbi swallows hard. The director of the 
Ben Gurion Hotel left little room for negotiation. He 
stammers, “I don’t know…my new job…I’ve got to be 
in Israel.”

Samuel’s eyes flash. “I’ve got a life here, and re-
sponsibilities. Why does everything revolve around 
you?”

The rabbi slumps. He opens his mouth to speak, 
then thinks better of it and stands mute, staring 
blankly. Neither man speaks. Finally, Rabbi Hirsch 
mutters, as if speaking to himself. “I tried to be a 
good father, teach you our traditions, to trust in 
God…perhaps I was too harsh...”

“What kind of God lets Mom die in a meaningless 
plane crash?” Samuel says.

Rabbi Hirsch nods, his hands tremble. “Exactly.” 
He turns away from his son, lies down on Samuel’s 
bed. Then he turns his body towards the wall, and 
buries his head in his hands, great sobs wracking his 
body, as Samuel stands by, helpless.

To be continued…

JOIN

TO SEE THE MOVING AND POWERFUL

ON

“JOEL GREY DIRECTS A THRILLING NEW PRODUCTION!”

YOU DON’T HAVE TO KNOW YIDDISH 
YOU CAN FEEL THE RAW EMOTIONS WHETHER 
IT’S THE FIRST OR 50th TIME YOU’VE 
SEEN A VERSION OF THE SHOW

“

”

.

.

“STRIKES A DEEP EMOTIONAL CHORD. 
It offers a kind of authenticity no other American Fiddler ever has.”

We need 40 people to RSVP by Tue., JULY 23, so we can  
reserve a deluxe motor coach & your orchestra seat.  

$118/person. Pre-theater lunch and post-theater snacks. 
 Contact events@jfec.com (preferred) or 860-442-8062  

for more information.



Serve 2 kebabs per plate with 
tehina sauce.

An Israeli Treat for “Afters”
And then there’s dessert. A 

platter with a selection of melons 
and berries is just the thing to 
lend a light ending to a summer 
meal. But if you need something 

with a bigger sugar punch, I rec-
ommend a treat that I enjoyed 
while living in Israel: ice café. Not 
your standard iced coffee, this 
was a singularly creamy and deli-
cious drink enjoyed with friends 
at a sidewalk table outside the 
Strauss Milk Bar on King George 
Street in Jerusalem.

There’s no formal recipe for 
ice café that I can find, but who 
needs one? It takes all of two in-
gredients: coffee and vanilla ice 
cream — but be sure that the 
frozen treat you get is of the best 
quality. 

Pour hot coffee into a tall glass 
(to make it authentic, the glass 
should have a handle) and place 
it on a plate. 

Drop a large scoop of the ice 
cream into the glass.

Serve and enjoy!
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Energy Saving  
Windows & Doors! 

Order Factory Direct! 

Vinyl Replacement &  
New Construction Windows 

          Storm Windows & Commercial Aluminum 

Professional Installation Available 

Railings & Fences of Many Styles 

860.848.9258 • www.alltimemfg.com 

Since 1946 

By Carol Kaufman Goodman
It’s summertime and the livin’ is easy, but we still have to eat. Do 

we really want to be in the kitchen cooking heavy meals? Experts tell 
us that we should be eating clean (i.e., unprocessed) foods, and light 
and healthy meals are just the ticket for the season. The easier they are 
to prepare, the more likely we are to try something new.

The “something new” in this article is ras el hanout, one of the va-
riety of spice blends brought to Israel by immigrants from around the 
world, in this case from North Africa. The name is Arabic for “head of 
the shop,” and refers to the best spices available in the spice trader’s 

store. In Moroc-
co, the spice 
blend carries 
the moniker 
“lazy cook’s 
spice” as it is 
used in dishes 
ranging from 
broth to tag-
ines to rubs. It 
is beloved, and 
for good rea-
son. The aroma 
alone will make 
you swoon.

While ras 
el hanout is available in Middle Eastern groceries, you can also make 
your own. As with other spice blends we’ve discussed, from baharat 
to hawaij, cooks have their own favorite recipes, and they don’t share 
them. The mixtures I’ve seen tend to include a combination of car-
damom, cloves, cinnamon, coriander, cumin, paprika, mace, nutmeg, 
peppercorns, and turmeric, but they can include up to fifty different 
spices. 

Ras el hanout is so much a part of Berber culture that there is even 
a legend about how the spice blend came to be. As the story goes, there 
once was a despotic sultan who made unreasonable orders of his ser-
vants, and punished them cruelly if they failed to deliver. One day he 
sent one of his servants to the market for spices. Unfortunately, the 
sultan’s wife also sent him on an errand, so by the time he reached the 
spice shop he was frantic and out of breath.

The spice trader asked him what he wanted, but the servant was 
breathing so hard that he could only croak out the words, “Please, sidi, 
just give me a little of everything.”

Wanting to accommodate the customer’s wishes, the spice trader 
put a tiny bit of every spice he had into one large packet. When the 
servant brought the packet of spices back to the cook, the cook went 
into a frenzy, worrying about what he could possibly make with the 
mess of spices, and knowing that both he and the servant would be 
punished severely if dinner wasn’t delicious and on time. He added a 
pinch of the mixture to the pot and prayed. 

When sultan smelled the aroma coming from his dinner, he was 
suspicious and growled, causing the servant and cook to tremble in 
fear. But then the sultan took a taste of the dish. Then he took another 
taste, and yet another.

“This is the best couscous I have ever tasted!” he proclaimed.
In relief, the servant collapsed on the floor.  
From that day on, the sultan demanded that his food be flavored 

with ras el hanout. 
I think you will enjoy these fish kebabs, redolent of the Moroccan 

souk. 
Israeli Fish Kebabs

Serves 4 
Ingredients
½ pound tilapia fillet, ground coarsely
½ pound haddock fillet, ground coarsely
½ cup breadcrumbs
1 tablespoon pine nuts
¼ teaspoon cumin
¼ teaspoon smoked paprika
¼ teaspoon cayenne pepper
¼ teaspoon ras el hanout
¼ teaspoon baking soda
¼ teaspoon salt
¼ teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
2 fresh cloves garlic, minced
1 tablespoon chopped fresh parsley
½ teaspoon dried cilantro
1 scallion, chopped, white and pale green parts only
¼ small white onion, peeled, finely chopped
extra-virgin olive oil
tehina sauce for serving
Directions:

Place the ground fish into a medium bowl. 
Add the breadcrumbs, pine nuts, cumin, smoked paprika, chili 

powder, ras el hanout, baking soda, salt, pepper, garlic, parsley, cilan-
tro, scallion, and onion. Mix gently. 

With gloves or oiled hands, knead the mass until it combines and 
holds together, but don’t over-knead or the fish will be chewy. 

Dampen your hands. Divide mixture into 8 portions; shape each 
into a kebab form, like a small egg. Heat a thin layer of olive oil in a 
medium skillet over medium heat. Cook the kebabs until golden on all 
sides, 4-6 minutes total, turning until colored on all sides and cooked 
through.

Summertime and the living is easy

By Jerusalem OnLine Staff
A small Jewish community in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, found-

ed its first synagogue in the city, according to a report by Bloomberg 
news channel.

The community is made up of Jews from other countries who work 
in the financial, legal, energy and diamond fields. Three years ago, they 
rented a house in a quiet residential area so they could pray.

The building includes a kosher kitchen, several guest bedrooms, 
and a number of residents who observe the Shabbat.

 “We’ve come a long way since I started traveling to Dubai 30 years 
ago and I was told to try to avoid using my last name because it sound-
ed too Jewish,” said Eli Epstein, a New Yorker who helped build the 
synagogue and donated a Torah scroll.

Although the situation has improved, synagogue members asked 
not to reveal where the temple is located.

Bloomberg’s report indicates that the governments of Saudi Ara-
bia and the United Arab Emirates currently see Iran as a much greater 
danger than Israel. The establishment of the synagogue and the spread 
of its existence could be linked to improved relations between Israel 
and the “moderate” Sunni Arab countries.

First Jewish Synagogue in 
The United Arab Emirates
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By Trevor Fornara, Yachad BBYO President
Yachad BBYO is a youth-led group devoted to creating a meaning-

ful, personalized, and fun Jewish experience for all Jewish teens in 
southeastern Connecticut. Yachad is a chapter of BBYO, an interna-
tional pluralistic teen movement with hundreds of chapters around 
the world. Yachad is one of sixteen chapters in the Connecticut Valley 
Region which incorporates all of Connecticut as well as Springfield, 
Massachusetts, and has over 800 members. Yachad itself currently 
has about 25 members.  

Yachad is sponsored by the Jewish Federation of Eastern Con-
necticut (JFEC). About five years ago, JFEC welcomed BBYO into the 
area and replaced its existing Senior Youth Group with a new chapter 
of BBYO, which they (the teens at the time) named “Yachad” after the 
Hebrew word for “together.” Yachad continues to work closely with 
JFEC and is often the next step for students participating in the JFEC 
Junior Youth Group. 

Our chapter is run by a six-person student board with the help 
of two adult advisors. The board consists of a President (me), a Vice 
President of Programming (Ellanora Lerner), a Vice President of Jew-

What is Yachad BBYO? 

ish Heritage (Ethan Novick), a 
Treasurer (Amanda Rowe), Direc-
tor of Communications (Hannah 
Linder) and a Membership Chair 
(Bayla McCaffrey). Elections are 
held annually in the spring to 
elect the board for the coming 
year. Our advisors are a mother-
daughter team: Marcia Reinhard 
and Rebecca Reinhard.  

We run chapter events ev-
ery three to four weeks, and at-
tend “regional events” (run by the 
Connecticut Valley Region) every 
couple of months. Our chapter 
events range from small in scale 
(cook-offs, apple picking, etc.) to 
larger in scale (day trips to NYC, 
amusement parks, sleepovers at 
Temple Emanu-El, etc.), but we 
always plan them to be fun and 
exciting while also fostering a 
sense of Jewish identity. Regional 
events consist of dances (both 
casual and semi-formal) and con-
ventions. These weekend long 
conventions take place at hotels 
in either Hartford or Danbury 
and consist of non-stop activities. 
A typical convention includes a 
dance, Shabbat services, a concert 

or performance, and various oth-
er activities ranging from hikes to 
hockey games to programs about 
Israel and other topics important 
to Jewish life. There are four con-
ventions per year, although one 
is geared primarily toward board 
members in order to train them 
for their positions and instill 
leadership qualities. 

Each year, every BBYO chap-
ter picks a “Stand-Up Cause” 
for which they volunteer and 
fundraise. This past year we 
partnered with Safe Futures, a 
domestic abuse shelter and advo-
cacy organization in New London. 
We volunteered to help organize 
donated goods in their office, do-
nated over one hundred donuts 
to the families in their safe house 
during our Krispy Kreme fund-
raiser, and made goody bags for 
the children during our Purim 
event. This September our chap-
ter will be voting on a new Stand-
Up Cause, but we will continue 
supporting and volunteering at 
Safe Futures. 

Throughout the year our 
chapter holds fundraisers, 

which are primarily used to 
help subsidize events. For ex-
ample, this past June we went 
to the Tenement Museum in 
New York City, and our chapter 
partially subsidized the cost of 
this event using funds we raised 
throughout the year. We also pro-
vide scholarship money to help 
our members pay for conventions 
or other regional events. Leftover 
money goes towards our chapter 
events in order to make them as 
exciting as possible for our mem-
bers while keeping them at a rea-
sonable cost. 

In conclusion, Yachad BBYO is 
hard to define. We work closely 
with our local community while 
having the benefits of being part 
of an international organization 
with almost a hundred years of 
history. We seek to welcome 
Jewish teens from all back-
grounds and to incorporate 
all aspects of the teenage Jew-
ish experience. We prioritize 
youth leadership allowing us 
to empower our members and 

By Abigail Klein Leichman, Israel21c
Did you know there are five teaspoons of refined white sugar 

(nearly 20 grams/ 4 tsps) in a 100-gram / half cup serving of the av-
erage sweetened breakfast cereal? Some cereals even have twice that 
amount per serving.

A food with 15 or more grams of sugar per serv-
ing is considered a high-sugar product, according 
to Australia’s Obesity Coalition. Which means 
ready-to-eat breakfast cereals such as Frosties 
and Froot Loops are obvious culprits in the obe-
sity epidemic sweeping the world.

Gat Foods of Givat Haim, Israel, is gearing up to 
replace the unhealthy white stuff in cereals with 
Fruitlift, a patent-pending all-natural liquid com-
posed of 90 percent fruit components.

Launched last March, Fruitlift comes in two 
forms. One can be injected into the flour mix of 
puffed cereals in a very mild apple, apple-orange 
or apple-mango-citrus flavor that won’t over-
power the cereal’s signature taste. The other is 
sprayed as a coating onto finished cereal, lending 
a more pronounced apple, pineapple, citrus or 
lemon flavor.

Manufacturers will be able to customize the 
solution they choose, using one or both Fruitlift products to replace 
white refined sugar partially or fully, adding only sweetness or sweet-
ness with a fruit flavor.

“Since its launch two months ago, Fruitlift has inspired enthusias-
tic interest from food companies globally,” says Michal Katzir Emek, 
international marketing director for Gat Foods, a wholly owned sub-
sidiary of the Central Bottling Company Group established in Israel 
in 1942.

She explains that the sugar conundrum is one of the factors that 
has led to the stagnation of the cereals market. More and more people 
– especially parents – are wary of buying cereal in which refined sugar 
makes up 15-40% of the product.

“We decided to face the challenge head-on and give manufacturers 

the option of offering consumers the next generation of cereals — ce-
reals that are more nutritious, with cleaner labels, and infused with 
more natural ingredients” without sacrificing the sweetness consum-
ers expect from their breakfast cereal, she says.

“Consumers reluctant to give up the convenience of ready-to-eat 
breakfast cereals are 
voicing a desire to 
see more healthful at-
tributes attached to 
these products,” adds 
Hila Bentman, interna-
tional brand manager 
for Gat Foods. “There 
are numerous cereals 
on the market with a 
fruit coating; however, 
they still contain rela-
tively high amounts of 
refined sugar.”

Pilot lab opening
Gat Foods is hardly 

a startup; for decades, 
it has supplied tech-

nology-based fruit solutions to the worldwide beverage industry. The 
company’s Prigat is one of Israel’s leading fruit-juice brands, while 
Prigat International offers unique licensee models to beverage manu-
facturers worldwide.

The concept for Fruitlift and its initial development was shepherd-
ed by another Israeli company, Practical Innovation of Shefayim, which 
helps traditional industries identify, formulate and develop global 
game-changing products and/or services to offer customers.

Gat completed an initial round of Fruitlift trials in a pilot lab in the 
UK and now is entering the next phase of its go-to-market plan by 
building a full-scale pilot lab expected to start operating in late June at 
one of its factories in northern Israel.

“There is no other pilot lab for cereals in Israel,” Katzir Emek tells 

Fruitlift offers a fruity way for cereal makers to eliminate or re-
duce refined white sugar in their products. 

Israeli fruit solution replaces sugar in breakfast cereal
ISRAEL21c. “This is a first.”

The lab will allow cereal mak-
ers to test and taste Fruitlift for-
mulations and tweak them for 
specific targets. The lab will use 
the regular extrusion process 
that cereal manufacturers em-
ploy, showing that the addition 
of Fruitlift won’t change normal 
production procedures.

“The pilot lab will give us more 
complete expertise and flex-
ibility to better collaborate with 
our clients throughout the entire 
product-development cycle. We 
anticipate this will further our 
application of the Fruitlift solu-
tion into additional food formula-
tions,” says Katzir Emek.

Cereal manufacturers got to 
sample Fruitlift at the “Feed Your 
Future” Institute of Food Technol-
ogists (IFT) Expo in New Orleans 
on June 3-5. They were offered a 
taste of the various forms of the 
two products as a sugar replace-
ment in samples of puffed cereals, 
including whole-grain cereals.

“Today everyone produces 
cereal with some sweetener be-
cause that is the taste profile con-
sumers expect,” says Katzir Emek. 
“We are offering a new ingredi-
ent that gives you the sweetener 
from the fruit itself, and it can be 
used to eliminate or reduce re-
fined sugar.”

BBYO  CONT. ON PG 13
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By Edgar Asher, Ashernet
Many thousands of visitors visited the 11th annual Jerusalem Light Festival 

which took place in and around the Old City of Jerusalem the last week of June.
Visitors are encouraged to walk from one installation to another to view the 

works of both Israeli and international artists. The artworks which are usually 
huge in size include three-dimensional installations, videos on landmark Old 
City walls and sound-and-light shows. There is also an art fair featuring work by 
a wide range of light designers displaying and selling their artworks.

Several of the exhibits are affected by the movement of the viewer. This inter-
actions is especially fascinating for the younger visitors. ©ASHERNET

Views of this year’s Jerusalem Light Festival. 

Jerusalem Light Festival

By Marcy Oster, JTA
The Israel Democratic Party, or Yisrael Demokratit, 

is the name of former Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Ba-
rak’s new political party, and neither the U.S. Democrat-
ic or Republican party organizations in Israel are happy 
about it.

Barak announced the name of his party on Saturday, 
July 6, under the slogan “the State of Netanyahu or the 
State of Israel.”

Barak announced late last month that he would form 
a new party with the goal of defeating Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu.

“Netanyahu has reached the end” of his political ca-
reer,” Barak said in his June 26 announcement. “The Ne-
tanyahu regime must be felled.”

Democrats Abroad Israel chair Heather Stone told 
the Jerusalem Post that the new party’s name is “mis-
leading, because Democrats Abroad has a country com-
mittee in Israel and Democrats Abroad is an arm of the 

Ehud Barak, a former prime minister of Israel, announces the estab-
lishment of a new political party that he will lead, in Tel Aviv, June 26, 
2019.

Barak names his new political party The Israel Democratic Party
Democratic Party.”

On Sunday Barak announced he would 
try to form a center-left bloc with the La-
bor and Meretz parties and to include 
Tzipi Livni, who most recently united her 
HaTnuah party with Labor.

Mark Zell, co-chairman of the Repub-
licans Overseas Israel, later tweeted his 
criticism.

“Why Ehud Barak would want to name 
his new party after this bunch of losers is 
beyond me,” he tweeted shortly after the 
announcement.

“I can’t figure out why @barak_ehud 
would want to identify with a party that 
has gone off the rails especially when it 
concerns Israel and the Jewish People,” 
he tweeted later.
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By Edgar Asher, Ashernet
In 2015 archaeologists began an excavation in the 

Judean foothills in a location between Kiryat Gat and 
Lachish. In a tripartite cooperative between research-
ers from the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, the Israel 
Antiquities Authority and Macquarie University in Syd-
ney, Australia, the archaeologist believe they have found 
the Philistine town of Ziklag near Kiryat Gat.

Dozens of undamaged pottery vessels have been dis-
covered so far at the site, and it has been determined 
that the vessels are at least three thousand years old.

Ziklag is mentioned many times in the Bible in rela-
tion to David (in both ‘Samuel 1and 2’). According to the 
Biblical narrative Achish, King of Gat, allowed David to 
find refuge in Ziklag while fleeing King Saul and from 
there David also departed to be anointed King in He-
bron. According to scripture, Ziklag was also the scene 
of a dramatic event, in which the Amalekites, desert no-
mads, raided and burned the town taking women and 
children captive.

The excavation has proceeded in cooperation with 
Prof. Yosef Garfinkel, Head of the Institute of Archaeol-
ogy at the Hebrew University, Saar Ganor of the Israel 
Antiquities Authority and Dr. Gil Davis of Macquarie 
University in Sydney.

The excavation was funded by Joey Silver of Jerusa-
lem, Aron Levy of New Jersey, and the Roth Family and 
Isaac Wakil both of Sydney. The excavation has been 
ongoing for seven seasons with a large area of approxi-

mately one thousand square meters already having been 
exposed.

The name Ziklag is unusual in the dictionary of names 
in the Land of Israel, since it is not local Canaanite-Semitic. 
It is in fact a Philistine name, given to the town by an alien 
population of immigrants from the Aegean. Twelve differ-
ent suggestions to identify Ziklag have been put forward, 
such as Tel Halif near Kibbutz Lahav, Tel Sera in the West-
ern Negev, Tel Sheva, and others. However, according to 
the researchers, none of these sites produced continuous 
settlement which included both a Philistine settlement 
and a settlement from the era of King David. At Khirbet a-
Ra’i, however, features from both these populations have 
been found.

Evidence of a settlement from the Philistine era has 
been found there, from the 11th – 12th centuries BCE. 
Spacious, massive stone structures have been uncovered 
containing finds typical of the Philistine civilization. Addi-
tional finds are foundation deposits, including bowls and 
an oil lamp - offerings laid beneath the floors of the build-
ings out of a belief that these would bring good fortune in 
the construction. Stone and metal tools were also found. 
Similar finds from this era were discovered in the past in 
excavations in Ashdod, Ashkelon, Ekron and Gath - the cit-
ies of the Lords of the Philistines.

Above the remains of the Philistine settlement was a 
rural settlement from the time of King David, from the 
early 10th century BCE. This settlement came to an end 
in an intense fire that destroyed the buildings. Nearly 

The archaeological excavation at Ziklag in the Judean 
foothills. 

Links with King David
one hundred complete pottery vessels were found in 
the various rooms. These vessels are identical to those 
found in the contemporary fortified Judaean city of Kh-
irbet Qeiyafa—identified as biblical Sha’arayim—in the 
Judaean foothills. Carbon 14 tests date the site at Khir-
bet a-Ra’i to the time of King David.

The great range of complete vessels is testimony to 
the interesting everyday life during the reign of King Da-
vid. Large quantities of medium and large storage jars 
were found during the excavation- -which were used 
for storing oil and wine. Jugs and bowls were also found 
decorated in the style known as ‘red slipped and hand 
burnished’, typical to the period of King David.

Following a regional archaeological study in the Ju-
daean foothills managed by Professors Garfinkel and 
Ganor, a picture of the region’s settlement in the early 
Monarchic era is emerging. The two sites, Ziklag and 
Sha‘arayim, are situated on the western frontier of the 
kingdom. They are both located on the peak of promi-
nent hills, overlooking main routes passing between the 
Land of the Philistines and Judea. Khirbet Qeiyafa in the 
Elah Valley is located opposite Philistine Gath, and Kh-
irbet a-Ra’i, sits opposite Ashkelon. This geographic de-
scription is reiterated in King David’s Lament, in which 
he mourns the death of King Saul and Jonathan in their 
battle against the Philistines - “Tell it not in Gath, pub-
lish it not in the streets of Ashkelon.” ©: ASHERNET 
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By Sarah Mervosh, New York Times
“I can’t say the Holocaust is a factual, historical event because I am 

not in a position to do so as a school district employee,” said the principal 
of a high school in Boca Raton, Fla. 

A recent report estimated that Jewish people made up about a third 
of the population in South Palm Beach County, where Spanish River 
Community High School is located.

A high school principal in Florida has been removed from his posi-
tion over his refusal to state that the Holocaust was a factual historical 
event, saying that he had to stay “politically neutral” about the World 
War II-era genocide of six million Jews. 

“Not everyone believes the Holocaust happened,” the principal, Wil-
liam Latson of Spanish River Community High School in Boca Raton, 
Fla., wrote in an email exchange with an unidentified parent in April 
2018. He said that the school offered an assembly and courses on the 
Holocaust, but that they were optional and could not be “forced upon” 
all students. 

The emails were recently obtained and published by The Palm 
Beach Post. 

“I can’t say the Holocaust is a factual, historical event because I am 
not in a position to do so as a school district employee,” Mr. Latson wrote, 
making a distinction between his personal beliefs about the Holocaust 
and his role as the leader of a public school. “I do allow information 
about the Holocaust to be presented and allow students and parents 
to make decisions about it accordingly. I do the same with information 
about slavery.”

Florida principal removed after Holocaust remarks
The comments set off an in-

tense backlash in South Florida, 
which has a significant Jewish 
population and has among the 
highest concentrations of Ho-
locaust survivors in the world. 
Thousands signed an online pe-
tition calling for Mr. Latson’s 
resignation, and on Monday, the 
Palm Beach County school dis-

trict announced that he would be 
stripped of his position as princi-
pal and reassigned to another job 
in the district. 

The debate comes as memory 
of the Holocaust is fading and anti-
Semitism is on the rise. Florida 
is among the states working to 
combat that; under state law, all 
school districts must offer Ho-
locaust education. In 2018, the 
gunman who killed 17 people at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland, Fla., about a 
20-minute drive from Spanish 
River Community High School, 
opened fire during one of these 
lessons, a class called History of 
the Holocaust. 

“This is a community that is 
brittle, that is very sensitive to 
crimes of hate, crimes of violence 
and anti-Semitism,” said Matthew 
C. Levin, the president of the 
Jewish Federation of South Palm 
Beach County, which found in a 
2018 study that Jewish people 
accounted for about a third of the 
area’s population. 

 “It’s not something we can ac-
cept in our society,” he said. “We 
have to have zero tolerance.”

Karen M. Brill, a Jewish mem-
ber of the Palm Beach County 
school board, said earlier Mon-
day that she believed Mr. Latson 
needed to leave the school. “The 
trust has been broken and an 
apology will never erase the dam-
age caused by his comments,” she 
said in a phone interview. “Staying 
neutral and refusing to state that 
the Holocaust is a fact is the type 

of thing that leads to anti-Semitism.” 
In its statement, the school district said that Mr. Latson had made “a 

grave error in judgment” when he had refused to state the Holocaust 
as fact in the email. Officials counseled him in a series of meetings, and 
he also spent several days at the United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum to increase his awareness, the district said. 

Mr. Latson, who did not respond to a request for comment on Monday, 
also apologized in a statement to The Palm Beach Post. “I regret that 
the verbiage that I used when responding to an email message from 
a parent, one year ago, did not accurately reflect my professional and 

personal commitment to educating 
all students about the atrocities of 
the Holocaust,” he said.

But by Monday, school officials 
had decided that Mr. Latson had 
become a “major distraction.” “It 
is, therefore, in the best interest 
of students and the larger school 
community to reassign Mr. Latson 
to a District position,” the district 
said. 

A district representative de-
clined to specify the position to 
which Mr. Latson would be reas-
signed.

As examples of anti-Semitism 
have spread — including the massacre of 11 people at a Pittsburgh 
synagogue last year — related controversies have also erupted on 
playgrounds and school campuses across the country. 

This year, students at an elite private school in Washington displayed 
swastikas at an assembly, and two 12-year-olds drew the symbols on a 
playground in Queens. Students in California also sparked outrage after 
they were photographed giving a Nazi salute while standing in front of 
several dozen red cups arranged in the shape of a swastika. They later 
met with Eva Schloss, a Holocaust survivor whose mother had married 
Anne Frank’s father. Ms. Schloss said the photograph highlighted the 
need for further education about the Holocaust. 

A study released in 2018 found that even among adults, many 
Americans lacked basic knowledge of the Holocaust, a problem that 
was especially pronounced among people ages 18 to 34. 

For example, 31 percent of Americans, and 41 percent of millennials, 
believed that two million or fewer Jews had been killed in the Holocaust; 
in fact, the number is around six million. Forty-one percent of Ameri-
cans, and 66 percent of millennials, could not say what the death camp 
Auschwitz was. And 52 percent of Americans wrongly thought Hitler 
had come to power through force.

Despite these gaps, the study found an overwhelming consensus — 
with 93 percent of people agreeing — that all students should learn 
about the Holocaust at school. 

The Palm Beach County school district teaches about the Holocaust 
at all grade levels and has a specific employee dedicated to Holocaust 
education in the district, according to the school board chairman, Frank 
A. Barbieri Jr., who said in a statement over the weekend that the dis-
trict’s curriculum exceeds what is required by the state mandate. 

Still, he said in a statement that the board was committed to “dou-
bling down” to enlighten anyone who questions “the undeniable facts 
of the Holocaust.”

“Every generation must recognize, and learn from, the atrocities 
of the Holocaust’s incomprehensible suffering and the enduring stain 
that it left on humankind,” he said. “It is only through high-quality 
education, and thought-provoking conversations, that history won’t 
repeat itself.”

Mr. Levin, of the Jewish Federation of South Palm Beach County, 
said that the Holocaust should be treated like other undebatable facts 
throughout history, from the Roman Empire to the Revolutionary War 
to slavery. 

“We simply don’t let educators pick and choose what is a philo-
sophical debate and what is not,” he said, adding: “There is no way to 
be politically correct about the Holocaust. It is a fact of life.”
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By Marcy Oster, JTA
New England Patriots owner Robert Kraft announced the estab-

lishment of a foundation dedicated to combating anti-Semitism as he 
accepted the Genesis Prize award in Jerusalem on Thursday, June 20, 
2019.

In addition to the $1 million he received along with the prize, Kraft 
is putting $20 million of his own money toward the project, to be called 
the Foundation for Social Media Messaging Against Anti-Semitism. It is 
also receiving funding through two $5 million gifts, one of which was 
pledged by Roman Abramovich, owner of the Chelsea soccer team.

“The new foundation I am announcing tonight is a platform to gal-
vanize the global fight against anti-Semitism, uniting all people of good 
conscience around this goal,” Kraft said. “My vision is to work to end 
the violence against Jewish communities, to counter the normalization 
of anti-Semitic narratives that 
question Israel’s right to exist 
disguised as part of legitimate 
debate on campuses and in the 
media.”

Kraft, 78, said his goal is to 
raise $50 million for the foun-
dation, which will target those 
aged 18 to 35. That group of 
young people, he said, are the 
“most impacted by what they 
see on social media.”

“In combating the scourge 
of anti-Semitism, my solemn 
ambition is to counter all forms 
of intolerance in the spirit of 
the ancient Jewish value of tik-
kun olam – to heal and repair 
the world,” he said.

Some 600 people, including 
Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu and 15 past 
and present Patriots players and their spouses, attended the ceremo-
ny at the Jerusalem Theater.

Comedian Martin Short, who served as emcee, skewered Israeli 
and American politicians as well as last year’s winner, Natalie Port-
man, who declined to attend the award ceremony. The Israel-born ac-
tress said she did not want to appear to endorse Netanyahu, whose 
policies she disagrees with.

“At least this year’s honoree showed up,” Short said at the beginning 
of the program. He peered around the packed theater and asked, “If all 
the rich and powerful Jews are here, who is controlling the media?”

Kraft was expected to be a safer choice as the recipient of what has 
been called the Jewish Nobel. In February, however, the billionaire 
businessman and philanthropist was accused of soliciting a prostitute 
at a massage parlor in Florida. He is fighting the charges, and the Gene-

sis board decided to stand behind him, although one advisory member 
resigned over the scandal.

Short didn’t mention the case, which is ongoing.
When the prize was announced in January, Kraft said he would do-

nate the $1 million prize “to initiatives combating anti-Semitism and 
other forms of prejudice, as well as attempts to delegitimize the State 
of Israel.” He was chosen as the recipient two months after the attack 
on the Tree of Life synagogue building in Pittsburgh by an anti-Semitic 
gunman that left 11 worshippers dead.

The parents and sisters of two of the victims, brothers Cecil and 
David Rosenthal, visited Israel this week as guests of the Genesis Prize 
Foundation and attended the ceremony, where they were recognized.

“I am delighted to welcome Robert Kraft to the august family of 
Genesis Prize laureates,” Netanyahu said at the ceremony. “This pres-

tigious award honors Rob-
ert’s generous lifelong phi-
lanthropy, his commitment 
to the Jewish people and his 
love for Israel. It also recog-
nizes his principled stand 
against anti-Semitism and 
efforts by our enemies to 
undermine the State of Is-
rael through BDS and other 
similar campaigns. Israel 
does not have a more loyal 
friend than Robert Kraft.”

The annual award, ac-
cording to its website, “cel-
ebrates Jewish talent and 
achievement by honoring 
individuals for their pro-
fessional accomplishments, 
commitment to Jewish val-
ues, and contribution to im-
proving the world.” Previous 

winners include artist Anish Kapoor, violinist Itzhak Perlman, former 
New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg and actor-director Michael 
Douglas. Ruth Bader Ginsburg was awarded a Lifetime Achievement 
Award last year.

The evening included dance and musical performances and films 
highlighting Jews in sports, the work of the Genesis Prize Foundation, 

Robert Kraft, center, receives the Genesis Prize at a ceremony in Jerusalem 
flanked by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, left, and Genesis Prize 
Foundation Chairman Stan Polovets, June 20, 2019. (Natasha Kuperman)

Robert Kraft announces foundation to combat anti-Semitism
and Kraft’s life as businessman 
and team owner. Rabbi Laura 
Janner-Klausner, senior rabbi to 
Reform Judaism in Britain, ad-
dressed anti-Semitism in her 
country, calling Labour Party 
leader Jeremy Corbyn “deceitful” 
and “directly responsible” for the 
party’s “institutional anti-Semi-
tism.”

Kraft has visited Israel over 
100 times since his honeymoon 
in 1963 with his late wife, Myra, 
who was remembered several 
times during the evening. He said 
he has been on 27 missions to 
Israel in recent years with Jews 
and non-Jews, and “loves seeing 
people’s reactions when they see 
Israel for the first time.”

Over decades, the Kraft family 
has given more than half a billion 
dollars to causes including health 
care, education, the Jewish com-
munity, Christian organizations 
and local needs.

With a net worth of $6.6 bil-
lion, Kraft is the 79th richest 
American, according to Forbes. 
Kraft, who grew up in an Ortho-
dox Jewish family in Brookline, 
Massachusetts, is the chairman 
and CEO of Kraft Group, a holding 
company with assets in sports, 
manufacturing and real estate 
development.

The award, started in 2013, 
is financed through a permanent 
endowment of $100 million es-
tablished by the Genesis Prize 
Foundation, which is headquar-
tered in New York and Tel Aviv.

By Ron Kampeas, JTA
Vice President Mike Pence, Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and 

National Security Adviser John Bolton are set to address the annual 
Christians United for Israel conference, a sign of how much President 
Donald Trump values pro-Israel evangelicals.

Pence, Pompeo, Bolton as well as ambassador to Israel David Fried-
man and Jason Greenblatt, the top U.S. Middle East negotiator, will 
speak Monday and Tuesday at the conference taking place in Wash-
ington D.C. Such a broad array of top senior foreign policy and security 
officials is rare for pro-Israel groups.

Trump has on multiple occasions noted that the pro-Israel evangel-
ical community has shown the most appreciation for his Israel-related 
actions, including moving the U.S. embassy to Jerusalem, defunding 
the Palestinians, pulling out of the Iran nuclear deal, and recognizing 
Israeli sovereignty over the Golan Heights. He routinely gets applause 
at his rallies when he mentions the Jerusalem move.

Other notable speakers at the CUFI conference are Malcolm Hoen-
lein, the executive vice president of the Conference of Presidents of 
Major American Jewish Organizations; Mariano Rivera, a former New 
York Yankees pitcher who is now an ordained pastor; and an array of 
Republicans from the U.S. House of Representatives and the Senate. No 
Democrats appear on the schedule.

Pastor John Hagee shaking 
hands with Vice President Mike 
Pence at the Christians United 
for Israel annual conference on 
July 17 2017. (Kasim Hafeez/
CUFI)

Trump sending top officials to speak 
to pro-Israel evangelicals conference
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By Tammy Stoner Pinkerton
It’s not Uber, and it’s not a traditional taxi. It’s new. It’s 

innovative, and it’s right here in New London and Groton. 
It’s a water taxi that cruises from one historic site to an-
other, stopping at sites along the Thames River. How many 
people have lived in southeastern Connecticut their entire 
lives, and have never viewed the shoreline of New Lon-
don-Groton from the water? It’s a shift in perspective.

Sightseeing from the Thames River left me aston-
ished at the size of the Gold Star Bridge. I had crossed it 
a thousand times by car but observing it from the water 
I marveled at the engineering that went into the con-
struction. It was as if I was seeing it for the first time.

“Residents and visitors don’t appreciate how much 
history is right here in our small corner of the world”, 
says Amy Perry, director of Thames River Heritage Park, 
a nonprofit organization linking historical sites in New 
London and Groton via a water taxi service.

From Native American stories, to the building of the 
first nuclear submarines to Fort Trumbull and Ft. Gris-
wold, there are many tales to tell.

The Thames River Heritage Park offers a taxi service 
that navigates the river. You can hop on and hop off, then 
hop back on again. You can bring your bicycle on board, 
space permitting. Buy a ticket at the City Pier or purchase 
a voyage directly upon boarding, from the stops at Fort 
Trumbull, or the Thames River Landing. You can also buy 
a ticket on their website at ThamesRiverHeritagePark.
org.

There is paid parking in area parking garages near City 

“One River, a Thousand Stories”Possibility
By Tammy Stoner Pinkerton

Pier in New London and free parking at Ft. Trumbull in 
New London and Thames River Landing in Groton. 

The water taxi operates on weekends. On Friday, you 
can travel between 12 and 10 pm. On Saturday from noon 
until 10 pm, and on Sundays, from 10 am until 9 pm. 
Adults pay $10. This fee is for all day travel. Children be-
tween 4 and 12 pay $5, and children 3 and under, ride free. 
After 6:00, the rides are $5. The ticket price is good for the 

entire day. You can even buy a season pass for unlimited 
travel for $50 for adults, or $30 for children.

Water and sodas are available on the boat for pur-
chase. The boats can carry up to 40 people and are old 
Navy boats.

The water taxi is in its fourth season of operation, and 
open on weekends from Memorial Day until Labor Day.

Board it from Fort Trumbull State Park on the hour, 
from City Pier, twenty minutes after the hour, and from 

Thames River Landing in Groton, forty minutes after the 
hour.

You can tour the Nautilus Museum in Groton, home of 
the first nuclear submarine, and then catch the water taxi 
over to New London to tour the Nathan Hale School house, 
and walk around State Street and downtown New London. 
The Thames River Heritage website provides sample itin-
eraries for either a three-hour tour or one that can last all 

day. It is a very user-friendly website. There is even 
an app you can download onto your cell phone.

New London has a significant amount of his-
tory from revolutionary war fighters, to traitors, to 
military forts and of course submarines. It’s a rare 
sight to see a submarine in the water, but travel via 
Heritage Taxi, and you just might spot one. You can 
see Electric Boat up close. And, yes, you CAN see 
Electric Boat up close!

Thames River Heritage Park is a collaboration 
between multiple historic sites, a water taxi ser-
vice, and area businesses. Not only does the $10 
fee buy you travel for a day, but you will get con-

nected with over 30 businesses. Just show your ticket and 
receive a discount from multiple businesses.

After personally using the water taxi service recently, 
I had dinner at The Recovery Room on Ocean Avenue in 
New London. I received a free appetizer with the purchase 
of an entree when I showed them my taxi ticket.

Now go and enjoy! More information can be found at 
ThamesRiverHeritagePark.org.

By Edgar Asher, Ashernet
On July 9, Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu 

visited the Israel Air Force base at Nevatim, which 
is also a base for the recently acquired F-35 fighter, 
known in Israel as the ‘Adir’. The Hebrew name ‘Adir’ 
translates as ‘awesome’ in English. The state-of-the-
art fighter is intended to replace Israel’s 
fleet of F-16 fighters. The plan is to buy, 
over time, one hundred F-35 fighters at 
a cost of $5 billion.

The Prime Minister, who also holds 
the folio of Defense Minister, held se-
curity discussions at Nevatim with IDF 
Chief-of-Staff Lt.-General Aviv Kochavi 
and Israel Air Force commander Maj.-
Gen. Amikam Norkin, as well as a group 
of other senior air force commanders.

Speaking at Nevatim Prime Minister 
Netanyahu said, “I am on an impressive 
tour of the air force base. Here behind 
me is the ‘Adir’, the F-35. Recently, Iran 
has been threatening the destruction 
of Israel. It would do well to remember 
that these planes can reach anywhere in 
the Middle East, including Iran and cer-
tainly Syria.”

Today’s visit comes at a time when 
Iran has begun to enrich uranium well 
beyond the limits set by the 2015 nuclear agree-
ment. For its part Israel has called on the interna-
tional community not to allow Iran to abrogate the 

On July 9, Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu visited the Nevatim Is-
rael Air Force base. He is seen examining the F-35 ‘Adir’ fighter. 

Teheran on notice
agreement made with the US in 2015 that stipulated 
the limits of how much Iran can enrich its uranium.

Thus, today’s visit to Nevatim is a strong mes-
sage to Iran that in the same way that Iran has been 
threatening the destruction of Israel, that Israel has 

the means to reach all parts of Iran with weapons 
that will certainly respond in kind to any Iranian 
threat to Israel. ©ASHERNET 

Historic Sites • Water Taxi • Boat Tours
ONE RIVER. A THOUSAND STO-
MAP & GUIDE

Friday – Sunday & holidays 
from Memorial Day Weekend to September 15th 

WATER TAXI HOURS:
Friday: noon – 10 p.m.          Saturday: 10 a.m. – 10 p.m.

Sunday & holidays: 10 a.m. – 9 p.m.

Between the hours of 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. the water taxi makes three 
stops each hour in a continuous hop on-hop off loop beginning and 

ending at Fort Trumbull.

BOARD FROM ANY LANDING:
FORT TRUMBULL STATE PARK 

in New London: on the hour

CITY PIER 
in New London: 20 minutes after the hour

THAMES RIVER LANDING 
in Groton: 40 minutes after the hour

The first boat from Groton leaves at 11:40 a.m. on Fridays 
and 9:40 a.m. on Saturdays and Sundays.

The last stop at Fort Trumbull is 7 p.m.
 After 7 p.m. the water taxi runs between City Pier, New London and 
Thames River Landing, Groton every 20 minutes beginning at 7:20 
at City Pier. Go to Water Taxi Schedule on our site for more details.

The last taxi on Friday and Saturday:
Thames River Landing: 9 p.m.      City Pier: 9:20 p.m. 

The last taxi on Sunday & holidays:
Thames River Landing: 8:20 p.m.     City Pier: 8:40 p.m. 

For weather delays, schedules, tickets, season passes and 
accessibility go to thamesriverheritagepark.org. 

Our boats are available for charter. Go to Explore Water Taxi on our site.

2019 WATER TAXI SCHEDULE

DOWNLOAD 

OUR APP 

& enter Thames River Heritage Park
for audio walking tours.

Tickets and Season Passes 
may be purchased at ThamesRiverHeritagePark.org.

Cash and credit cards also accepted on the Water Taxi.

ADULTS
Round Trip $10

CHILDREN 4-12 & ACTIVE MILITARY*
Round Trip $5

CHILDREN 3 & UNDER FREE

ALL RIDES AFTER 6 P.M. ARE $5

SEASON PASSES AVAILABLE 
Adult $50 Child $30 
All Rides, All Season

Passengers may disembark & re-board at each stop. 
Water Taxi runs rain or shine. Bicycles accommodated, space permitting. 

Rates subject to change without notice.
*Active Military ID required.

2019 WATER TAXI FARES

SUPPORT THE PARK 
BY BECOMING A MEMBER. 

GO TO DONATE ON OUR WEBSITE.
The Thames River Heritage Park Foundation is a 501(c) 3.

Thames River 
Heritage Park
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14 FASCINATING AND HISTORIC PLACES TO VISIT ON TWO SIDES OF THE RIVER. SEE INSIDE >

THAMESRIVERHERITAGEPARK.ORGKEEP YOUR TICKET 
For special merchant deals and discounts go to Ride & Save on our website.THAMESRIVERHERITAGEPARK.ORG

CHECK OUT OUR 
MERCHANDISE. 
Go to our site and click on TRHP Shop.

By JTA Staff
Jane Eisner, who served as editor of the Forward news-

paper until a sweeping staff cut in January, was named 
director of academic affairs at the Columbia Journalism 
School.

In her new position, which she announced Monday, she 
will be overseeing the New York City graduate school’s 
Master of Arts program.

Eisner served more than a decade as editor in chief of 
the English-language Forward, during which time it won 
multiple awards for her opinion pieces, investigations into 
Jewish nonprofits and its coverage of cultural affairs.

Earlier this year the Forward announced it would cease 
its print edition — already reduced to a once-a month 
magazine from a weekly tabloid during Eisner’s tenure — 
and lay off 20 percent of its staff. A new editor in chief has 
not yet been named.

Before joining the Forward, Eisner held senior edito-
rial positions at the Philadelphia Inquirer. She later served 
as vice president for national programs and initiatives at 
the National Constitution Center in Philadelphia.

Jane Eisner named to 
new post at Columbia 

Journalism School

458 Williams St., New London
860-442-8424• www.copycatsnl.com

Full Service Printers

COPY CATS
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Custom Tub & Shower
Enclosures

  • Design & Installation
  • All-Glass Enclosures

Expert Mirror Design &
Installation

  • Visit Our Showroom

151 Jefferson Avenue • New London, CT 06320
Phone (860) 442-0373 • Fax (860) 442-1356

SERVING SOUTHEASTERN CONNECTICUT
FOR OVER 60 YEARS

FULL  SERVICE  GLASS  SPECIALISTS

CO., INC
Ruby Glass

Editor’s Note: Fact #17 -- The Jewish Federation of Eastern 
CT will present international personality Dr. Ruth Westheimer 
in a A Conversation with Dr. Ruth on Sunday, Sept. 22, 2 PM at 
The Garde Arts Center in New London. Event sponsorships are  
available. Contact Carin Savel at carin.savel@jfec.com and Scott 
F. Wolfe at scottfwolfe14@gmail.com to learn how you can  
become involved in this once in a lifetime event.

By Arielle Kaplan, Kveller
Standing just four feet and seven inches, Dr. Ruth Westheimer 

says she feels like she’s six feet tall. The Holocaust survivor, known as 
“America’s sex therapist,” has helped countless people reclaim their 
sex lives, gain ownership of their bodies, and feel like they’re “nor-
mal.” 

Then again, according to Westheimer, 91, who is known to every-
one as Dr. Ruth, “Everything is normal.” 

When she entered the public sphere in the 1980s with 
her radio show, Sexually Speaking, talking about sex and 
normalizing taboos was basically unheard of. She was met 
with immense criticism from people who thought she was 
blasphemous, or gave out advice too frivolously. But as a 
Jewish immigrant who prioritized education, nothing could 
stop Westheimer from preaching sex-positive gospel. 

Her charisma belies her short stature — when Westheim-
er talks, people lean in to hear her say things like, “short 
people make the best lovers” (something we here at Kveller 
wholeheartedly agree with!) or “size doesn’t matter.” With 
her thick German accent, she became a vocal and formidable 
figure during the AIDS epidemic, and she fought homophobic 
misinformation by educating people about the disease. She 
also fought for a woman’s right to abortion and became the 
point person to ask things no one dared ask anyone else. 

Just how did a Holocaust survivor wind up being one of 
the most famous sex therapists in the world? Well, a new 
documentary, Ask Dr. Ruth, now streaming on Hulu, unpacks 
the myriad fascinating tidbits of her unlikely journey from 
sniper — really! — to sex therapist. Naturally, we rounded 
up some of the most remarkable facts about Westheimer’s life and 
work. Read on for 16 of them. 

1. Dr. Ruth K. Westheimer was born Karola Ruth Siegel in Germany 
in 1928. When she emigrated to Israel (Palestine at the time) after 
World War II, there was so much hatred towards Germany that Wes-
theimer changed her German-sounding name. She used her middle 
name, Ruth, with the hope that if her parents or other family members 
survived the Holocaust, they could still locate her. In a particularly 
moving scene of Ask Dr. Ruth, Westheimer learns that her father died 
in Auschwitz. 

2. Since emigrating to the United States in 1956, she has lived in 
the same apartment building in Washington Heights, New York. When 
asked if she wanted to move, following her fame, she said: “This is a 
neighborhood of immigrants, and I said, ‘No, I’m very comfortable 
here.’”

3. She first had sexual intercourse when she was 17, “on a starry 
night, in a haystack, without contraception.” She later told The New 
York Times that she was “not happy about that, but I know much 
better now and so does everyone who listens to my radio program.” 
What’s spicier is that the man Westheimer had sex with was her ex-
boyfriend’s younger brother. 

4. When she moved to Israel, Westheimer joined the Haganah (now 
known as the IDF) and trained as a sniper. She nearly had her legs 
amputated after being caught in an explosion during the 1948-1949 
Palestine War. Always on brand, while recovering in the hospital, Wes-
theimer pretended that she couldn’t use her arms — only her legs 
were injured — so that the hot doctor would feed her. 

5. She was married three times, but the last one was the “real” one, 
she said. Her first husband was the man she lost her virginity to in Is-
rael; they divorced because she wanted to study in France. While there, 
she got pregnant with her daughter, Miriam, and married a second 

time. The third time was the charm — she married Fred Westheimer 
(whom she met skiing in the Catskills!) in 1961 and the pair remained 
together until his death in 1997.

6. She was a single mom. It’s fitting, really, because Westheimer was 
always ahead of the curve! In the 1950s, single motherhood was very 
taboo. It didn’t last for long, though. Once she married a third time, the 
Westheimers had a son, Joel. 

7. While giving a talk at Oklahoma State University, an attendee 
tried to make a citizen’s arrest for obscenity. 

8. The only possession she has from her parents’ home in Frankfurt 
is a washcloth with her name embroidered on it. She always keeps it 
by her, and never forgets where it is. “It kind of links me to my past,” 
she said. 

9. When she was 10, her parents sent her to an orphanage in Swit-
zerland on the Kindertransport. “My parents gave me life twice,” Wes-
theimer. “Once when I was born, and once when they sent me to Swit-
zerland.” There, she helped to take care of the other orphans.  

10. In addition to two children, Westheimer has four grandchildren. 
As a rule, she doesn’t talk about sex with any of them. 

11. Despite the wishes of her granddaughter, Leora, Dr. Ruth doesn’t 
call herself a feminist. What she will agree to is that sEdithe’s a “non-
radical feminist.”

12. She also doesn’t call herself a Holocaust survivor, because she 
never endured the pain of living in a concentration camp. “I call myself 
an orphan of the Holocaust,” she said.

13. There’s a mundane Hebrew word that means a lot to her: lada’at. 
It means “to know,” but it also means “to have sex.” In the documentary, 
she said: “It’s wonderful because the word sex means to know each 
other, and it means to take the time to listen and talk to each other. By 
not having parents at the age of 10, I was very much aware of the im-
portance of being touched and being loved. So that’s one of the reasons 
I became so interested in the issues of the family, and relationships, 
and then, eventually, of sexuality.”

14. Education as a Jewish value was of the utmost importance to 
Westheimer. In the documentary, 
she said being forced to make big 
decisions early in life taught her 
that women need to take initia-
tive. A major component of that 
included financial independence 
— which meant that Westheimer 
needed to get a job. After the war, 
when Dr. Ruth emigrated to Is-
rael, she was allotted reparations 
in order to afford school. So she 
flew to France, got her degrees 
focusing on marriage and family 
planning, schlepped to the United 

16 17 Fascinating Facts About Dr. Ruth’s Incredible Career
States, and worked at Planned 
Parenthood. It was there she re-
alized she needed to learn more 
about human sexuality so she 
could answer people’s questions. 

15. Sexually Speaking, her first 
radio show, debuted in 1981 and 
catalyzed the sex therapist’s tre-
mendous career. The show was 
more successful than expected 
— she initially hosted it as a vol-
unteer from Cornell Medical Cen-
ter, but it was shortly renamed 
the Dr. Ruth Show. Mostly all her 
following shows — Ask Dr. Ruth, 
The All New Dr. Ruth Show, to 
name a few — included her name 
in the title. 

16. She has written more than 
40 books and counting! She pub-
lished three books in 2018, and 
her latest children’s book, Croco-
dile, You’re Beautiful! Embracing 
Our Strengths and Ourselves, 
comes out this August.

form close bonds. On a more per-
sonal level, the people I’ve met in 
Yachad have become some of my 
closest friends. Anyone who is 
interested in joining or learning 
more can find us on Instagram 
at @yachadbbyo, on Facebook 
@yachadBBYO, or by contacting 
Marcia Reinhard at mreinhard.
jfec@gmail.com at the JFEC. In 
short, Yachad is your local Jewish 
Youth movement and chapter of 
BBYO, and we’re here to do our 
part in making this Jewish com-
munity thrive. 

Trevor Fornara is the new 
President of Yachad BBYO, eastern 
CT’s local chapter of BBYO spon-
sored by the Jewish Federation 
of Eastern CT. Trevor is a Senior 
at Stonington High School with 
strong interests in political science 
and music. 
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Memorial

By Marcy Oster, JTA
Holocaust survivor Eva Mozes Kor, who underwent ex-

periments in Auschwitz together with her twin sister, has 
died at the age of 85.

Kor, of Terra Haute, Indiana died on Thursday morning, 
July 4, 2019, in Krakow, Poland, the CANDLES Holocaust 
Museum and Education Center she founded said in a state-
ment. She 
was in Po-

land with the museum’s 
annual trip to visit Nazi 
camps.

Kor and her sister 
were one of some 1,500 
sets of twins who were 
experimented on by Jo-
sef Mengele. CANDLES 
stands for Children of 
Auschwitz Nazi Deadly 
Lab Experiments Sur-
vivors. She founded the 
museum in 1985.

Kor and her twin 
sister Miriam, who 
were born in Romania, 
were the only members 
of her family to survive 
the Holocaust, after be-
ing sent to Auschwitz 
in 1944. They were liberated 18 months later by the Soviet army.

Kor moved to Israel, with her sister, in 1950 where she served in 
the Israeli army as a Sergeant Major in the Engineering Corps. In 1960 
she married fellow survivor, an American, Michael Kor and they moved 
to the United States.

Her experiences during the Holocaust became public due to the 
1978 miniseries “The Holocaust.”

She returned to Auschwitz to share her experience with groups dur-
ing tours of the site, including annually with groups from CANDLES.

Kor frequently spoke about the power of forgiveness and publicly 
forgave Mengele and the Nazis. Her embrace in 2015 of 94-year-old 
Auschwitz guard Oskar Groening, during his trial in Germany, made 
headlines.

The CANDLES museum wrote in its announcement of Kor’s death: 
“The themes of Eva’s life are apparent. We can overcome hardship and 
tragedy. Forgiveness can help us to heal. And everyone has the power 
and responsibility to make this world a better place. We hope Eva’s 
story continues to change the lives of those who hear it for many years 
to come.”

The museum will remain closed until Tuesday to honor her.

Eva Kor, who survived the twin experiments 
of Josef Mengele at Auschwitz, preached 
forgiveness.

Eva Mozes Kor  
survivor of Mengele twin  

experiments who preached  
forgiveness, dies at 85

By Rabbi Sara Sapadin, Kveller
Our house feels unnaturally quiet tonight. Gone are the sounds of 

paws shuffling across the wood floor, the clang, clang, clang of a collar 
jostling to and fro, the gentle lapping of water heard echoing through 
the halls at all hours of the night.  

Gone are the snores and the groans, the dream-induced growls, and 
the canine purrs that 
permeated our room 
each night. The foot 
of our bed sits empty, 
no trace of drool or 
hair or food bits to be 
found. Water bowls, 
scattered randomly 
around the house, re-
main stationed in their 
places, but stand un-
used, and untouched. 

Tonight, there is no 
discussion — heated 
or otherwise — about 
who took the midnight 
shift yesterday; no 
bedroom negotiations 
bartering walks for morning snooze time; no worrying over whether 
the medicine was administered in the just-right fashion.  

We let our adored dog, Dubi — named for the Hebrew word for 
teddy bear, and not that kind of doobie — a 13-year-old Wheaten Ter-
rier, go this morning, after a long stretch of close calls, near misses, and 
seemingly miraculous turnarounds. His health had declined, sharply, 
over the past year; after one particular illness last summer, he never 
quite bounced back. But he did return to some semblance of normalcy, 
trotting outside, vacuuming his food, angling for treats and cheese ev-
ery chance he got. He even still had a few tricks up his sleeve. 

We had always affectionately called Dubi our “circus” dog, as he 
loved to show off his marvelous tricks to anyone who would watch. Of 
course, nothing he did was truly extraordinary: he would sit, lie down, 
and — wait for it — shake hands. He could catch a flying treat with the 
best of them. In our eyes, Dubi was ready for Westminster!

And Dubi, determined as ever, insisted on playing these games 
— long after his coordination waned and his eyesight dimmed. Even 
when the treats would land on his head, his nose, or at his feet, he 
would continue to look up for another go. But a few months ago, even 
Dubi understood he could no longer lunge for treats, no matter how 
hard he tried. He was simply too frail and too rickety. Soon he stopped 
requesting them altogether. 

Watching a beloved pet age is a terribly painful enterprise. Given 
that their lives are so compressed, it feels like their prime was literally 
just yesterday. And in many regards, it was. In Dubi’s searching eyes, I 
still saw a rambunctious puppy, jumping eagerly on every person who 
entered the room and showering them with a zillion licks and kisses. I 
still saw him racing after our kids and barking at the cars out the win-
dow. For so long, he was ageless — until the day he wasn’t. 

Compared to us two-legged folks, dogs live relatively short lives. In 
the span of maybe 12 or 14 years, if we are lucky, they live out an en-
tire life, from birth to death; from health to infirmity; from joy to pain; 
from light to dark. We got 13 years, and they passed in a flash.

And boy, were those 13 years formative. Bringing Dubi home was 
the official start of our family. He was our first “child,” and he taught us 
about what it meant to care for another being, what it meant to sacri-
fice our time and energy for a living creature, who depended upon us 
for his every need. He showed us what it meant to love unconditionally 
and be loved unconditionally in return. He taught us about boundar-
ies and discipline and the need for structure; about consistency, about 
flexibility, about having a sense of humor when the going gets tough. 

Dubi reminded us that life is messy — literally and figuratively — 
and that our yearning to keep things neat and orderly would be frus-
trated time and again. He compelled us to embrace the chaos, hard 
as it was, because there was no getting around the grimy paws or the 

Saying Goodbye to Our First (Fur) Baby
stained rugs. From the moment 
Dubi entered our lives, our floors 
would be perpetually scratched 
and our furniture permanently 
rumpled and frayed. Dubi urged 

us to let go of our need for per-
fection and preciousness, and to 
give in to the unpredictability of 
life. The learning curve was steep 
but worth every climb.

As Dubi lay in our arms, his 
breathing labored, his legs ex-
tended and stiff, his eyes unwill-
ing to open, we felt a closeness 
that both broke and swelled our 
hearts. His life was so bound up 
in ours, and his world was indis-
tinguishable from our own. In our 
13 years together, Dubi had seen 
all our children — now ages 12, 9, 
7, and 4 — come into this world, 
and faithfully watched each of 
them grow. None of them knew 
a life without him. And none of 
them really knew just how to say 
goodbye. But as we stroked his 
fur, we felt him saying to us, word-
lessly, that his time was near. 

The Jewish theologian Mar-
tin Buber, who described God as 
being manifest through relation-
ships, once famously wrote in 
his book Between Man and Man 
about experiencing the Divine 
while petting his beloved horse: 
“I must say that what I experi-
enced in touch with the animal 
was the Other…when I stroked 
the mighty mane…and felt the 
life beneath my hand, it was as 
though the element of vitality it-
self bordered on my skin…”

We, too, felt God in our fi-
nal moments with Dubi, as our 
love enveloped him and his love 
reached us for the very last time.

Remember to send in 
your subscription
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REMEMBER YOUR SUBSCRIPTION

If Shabbat is Israel’s national weekly day for rest and relaxation, 
does it mean that all Israelis to some extent observe Shabbat? In think-
ing about this issue, I have reached the following surprising conclu-
sion: the line between a recreational activity and a Shabbat activity 
that exists in America disappears in Israel. 

In America, in order for a recreational activity on Saturday to be-
come a Shabbat activity, one must first participate in activities that are 
specifically Jewish—such as lighting Shabbat candles, saying Kiddush, 
having a Shabbat meal, and going to synagogue. For example, take a 
family that regularly goes to the movies on Saturday afternoons after 
a Shabbat morning synagogue service and Shabbat lunch. It could be 
argued that this family uses part of its Shabbat to relax at the movies. 

Without the Jewish framework, however, going to the movies on 
Saturday afternoon loses its Shabbat context and becomes a profane 
leisure activity. Consider in this context vegetarianism. Do all vegetar-
ians keep kosher? Clearly not; while all their food is indeed kosher, 
they themselves only “keep kosher” if they lead a Jewish life (with 
“keeping kosher” part of that life). Outside of Israel, only if one lives 
with a Jewish framework, do ordinary activities (i.e., activities that are 
not particularistically Jewish) become part of that Jewish life.

In Israel, on the other hand, an atmosphere of Shabbat is provid-
ed by the state: All government offices are closed, all banks as well 
as schools are closed, there is no mail, there are special Shabbat pro-
grams on television and radio, etc. All leisure activities are thus sub-

sumed into a context of Shabbat 
activities without the individual 
having to do anything specifically 
Jewish. 

Everyone in Israel, therefore, 
does have a Shabbat (whatever 
they choose to do on this day). 
Though I personally have my 
traditional ideas as to what con-
stitutes an appropriate Shabbat 
activity, thousands of Israeli Jews 
have other ideas—and enough 
goes on (or fails to go on) in Is-
raeli society on Saturdays to 
make it apparent to all that this 
leisure day is Shabbat. Still, many 
thoughtful secular Israelis do not 
want Israel’s Shabbat to become 
what America’s Sunday has be-
come. The boundaries for what 
should and should not be permit-
ted in the Jewish State on Shabbat 
are constantly being pushed and 
tested. A current petition before 

Israel’s Supreme Court is a fascinating case 
in point.

At the beginning of June, Yehonatan Vadai, 
owner of the Bab al-Yemen restaurant in Je-
rusalem’s Rehavia neighborhood, petitioned 
the Supreme Court for kosher certification. 
He is arguing against a long-held position 
of the Chief Rabbinate, which automatically 
eliminates a restaurant from kosher certifi-
cation if that restaurant is open on Shabbat. 

The Rabbinate makes an exception for hotels, and Mr. Vadai ar-
gues that this constitutes unfair discrimination against restaurants. 
He says: “Absurdly, an Israeli backpacker can roam around the world 
and almost anywhere can find a Shabbat meal with the payment ar-
ranged before or after the Sabbath. In Israel and in Jerusalem, its capi-
tal, young people have no option like that. Ironically, instead of helping 
fill the vacuum, the Chief Rabbinate creates it.”

In his lawsuit, Mr Vadai stresses that he is only asking to be certi-
fied to do what Jewish law allows him to do: Warming (not cooking) 
of food on the Sabbath and serving it to customers (similar to what 
hotels are allowed to do). Will the Supreme Court grant Mr. Vadai his 
petition? Stay tuned.

By Brian Blum, Israel21c
When an Israeli startup wants 

to expand to the United States, its 
first step is often to open an of-
fice in New York. There are direct 
flights and the time difference is 
less than setting up a shingle all 
the way in Silicon Valley.

That’s turning out to be good 
business, too – for New Yorkers.

Israeli-founded companies in 
New York directly contributed 
$18.6 billion in revenue in 2018 to 
the New York State economy, ac-
cording to a new study conducted 
by the New York – Israel Business 
Alliance.

If you factor in additional 
spending on goods and services 
in New York, the total jumps to $33.8 billion. That 
works out to a total of 2 percent of the state’s Gross 
Domestic Product.

All told, there are 506 Israel-founded companies 
in New York State. They employ 24,850 New York-
ers directly, the study says, and another 27,502 in-
directly when accounting for the additional demand 
for local goods and services. Between 2016 and 
2018, Israeli-founded businesses added new jobs 
at double the state’s rate (2.5 percent job growth vs. 
1.2 percent for the state).

When it comes to investment, Israeli-founded 
companies operating in New York raised $3.5 billion 
between 2014 and 2016, and were responsible for 
more than 20 percent of the total capital raised.

“For anyone who has spent time in New York over 
the past decade, it’s evident that Israeli businesses 
are flourishing here,” said Aaron Kaplowitz, founder 
of the New York – Israel Business Alliance.

Not surprisingly, Israel’s presence as an entrepre-

Israeli companies boosted New York’s 
economy by nearly $34 billion

neurial powerhouse is most evident in New York 
City where “it’s nearly impossible to walk a block 
without encountering [Israel’s] influence.”

A significant 436 of the 506 Israeli-founded 
companies operating in New York were established 
in roughly the last decade, between the years 2009 
and 2018, according to the study.

A lot of the revenue, investment and job growth 
is coming from five Israeli-founded unicorns – 
startups valued at $1 billion and up. These included 
real estate tech startup Compass, co-working space 
giant WeWork, insurance tech startup Lemonade, 
financial services company Payoneer, and content 
discovery and advertising platform Taboola.

The new report also found six key areas of eco-
nomic compatibility between Israel and New York: 
agriculture, artificial intelligence, cybersecurity, 
drones, life sciences and renewable energy.

Israel’s influence in New York also extends to 
the culinary scene, where a number of new restau-
rants serving Israeli food have opened up.

Israeli co-working space giant WeWork is one of 506 Israeli compa-
nies based in New York. Photo by Shutterstock

By Ron Kampeas, JTA
The U.S. Department of Justice is convening a “Summit on Combat-

ing Anti-Semitism” that will bring together Jewish community figures 
with “administration leadership.”

The summit’s agenda, to take place July 15, includes sessions on 
“combating anti-Semitism while respecting the First Amendment;” 
“anti-Semitism on campus;” and “prosecuting hate crimes;” and will 
be rounded out by a “fireside chat” with “administration leadership” 
on the topic.

Participants are not listed on the agenda, but top Trump admin-
istration officials who deal with anti-Semitism include Elan Carr, the 
State Department envoy combating anti-Semitism, and Kenneth Mar-
cus, the top civil rights official at the Education Department whose last 
job was president of the Louis D. Brandeis Center for Human Rights 
Under Law, which tracks anti-Israel activity and anti-Semitism on 
campuses.

Department of Justice 
to convene summit on 
fighting anti-Semitism
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