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Turning to community in times of crisis

By Ellanora Lerner
In times of crisis, people turn to community. Right now, we are in
an unprecedented time of crisis, exacerbated by the fact that we can’t
gather in person. We are all struggling with our own set of challenges
without the normal rituals of daily life to ground us. I am missing
out on my last semester of high school, with all the ceremonies and
special events that go along with that. I am planning for the transition
to college next year, even though I don’t know if I will be living on
campus in the fall. During this time of uncertainty, I have relied heavily
on my Judaism.
Our teachings and rituals have grounded me personally; although
unconventional, my family’s Zoom Passover seder made me feel
comforted. Judaism is, at its core, a communal religion, and the local
Jewish community is one of the most important things in my life.
Weekly Zoom calls with Yachad BBYO, our local youth organization,
have been a much-needed source of connection and familiarity.
At the same time, my gratitude for this community and the
loneliness I still feel has driven me to use some of my time at home to

Could nicotine protect
against coronavirus?

By Donna Rachel Edmunds, Jerusalem Post
French scientists are conducting trials to see whether nicotine
could help protect against the coronavirus and reduce symptoms in
those with COVID-19, after it was noted that smokers were underrepresented among those who had the disease.
A recent study by Prof. Zahir Amoura from Pitié Salpétrière hospital
in Paris found that, of 482 COVID-19 patients that presented to the
hospital between February 28 and April 9, just 4.4% of in-patients and
5.3% of outpatients were daily smokers, against 25.4% of the general
population.
Furthermore, smokers were 80% less likely to develop severe
symptoms, the study found, according to Al Arabiya.
This observation has led researchers to hypothesize that nicotine
prevents the virus from taking hold by binding to cell receptor sites,
preventing the coronavirus from doing so.
“There appears to be a protective effect of smoking on the risk of
COVID-19 infection,” Jean-Pierre Changeux, Emeritus Professor of
Neuroscience at the Institut Pasteur, who co-authored Amoura’s study,
told the Human Brain Project.
“This is a somewhat counter-intuitive finding which at this stage is
not understood. Because of the urgent need for a therapeutics under
the current conditions, we together published an hypothesis about
it,” he said.
Changeux said that two studies linking nicotine to potential
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help make this quarantine a little
easier on everyone else.
One way I have been able
to do this is through a project
with Yachad BBYO in which we
are writing cards to local Jewish
seniors. This is a way for us
to help bring our community
together and reflect on the
importance of connection right
now. I encourage everyone to
reach out to others. Though we
are obligated to keep our physical
distance, we can still stay close
emotionally. We need community
now more than ever.
Ellanora Lerner is the Vice
President of Programming for
Yachad BBYO. She is currently a
senior at the Fishers Island School
and a Rising Voices Fellow with
the Jewish Women’s Archive.
Editor’s Note: The Jewish
Federation is open and has
ongoing services. All community
members are encouraged to
contact the Federation (860-4428062) to access the food pantry,
for help with technology or any
other services they require.

#URFEDERATION@WORK
Everyone counts. . .we want to help
By Carin Savel, JFEC Executive Director
In many ways, our worlds have shrunk over the last few weeks. We
are sticking close to home, keeping tabs on our circle of loved ones,
and paying close attention to local news.
Hopefully, this continues to serve us well. At the same time, we also
know that we are part of something larger.
No matter where we are in the world, we have always seen the
broader communities in which we live, the global Jewish people, and
Israel as core components of our tribe.
Read this letter I received below—it will really warm your heart....
Dear Jewish Federation Staff & Volunteers:
. . .We could not be more thankful for the abundant donation.
We were in tears upon opening the bags of food. All four of them
were stuffed full with amazing items!. . .We were even given toilet
paper!. . .We had been in desperate need and we had been cutting
the few napkins we had left in half. Your generosity is incredible!
. . .you can’t even imagine how much we appreciate everything.
Your time, dedication and hard work is not unnoticed. We realize it
takes many people to provide.
So thank you all! . . .Tracie & Reggie

This week, the Federation staff, board of directors and volunteers
have made hundreds of calls to seniors and members of the community-many were calls for assistance with the most basic needs.

EVERYONE CONT. ON PG 13

Giving back – 2 area businesses step up

The Jewish Federation has had the
privilege of working with two area
businesses over the years that have both
responded positively to the pandemic in
different ways that benefit the greater
community. The Federation thanks Copy
Cats of New London and Minuteman
Press of Norwich/New London for helping
us in our efforts to provide for the area’s
families who are in need of food.
If you are looking for a convenient place
to donate food that will be delivered to local
food pantries then head to 458 Williams
Street in New London where Copy Cats
will make sure your donation reaches not
only the Federation food pantry but food
pantries at Catholic Charities New London,
Gemma Moran United Way Labor Food
Center, New London Area Food Pantry,
and Montville Food Pantry. Since all of
these organizations are opened limited
hours to dispense food, it is difficult
for the public to just stop by to drop off
donations. Having Copy Cats acting as a
collection point makes it a no-brainer for
those in the community who want to help

BUSINESS CONT. ON PG 13
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HADASSAH DONOR: The
Gala Dinner can wait but Hadassah needs us now!
Hadassah annually celebrates its life-saving work in Israel at our
Donor dinner and we contribute funds in support. It is the largest
fundraising and special gala of the year. Because of the crisis this
year, we will have to wait until next year to enjoy the Donor Gala at
the beautiful Norwich Inn. But Hadassah’s needs in this time of crisis
cannot wait.
HADASSAH IS ALWAYS THERE - Let’s be there for Hadassah Now!
Whenever the lives and well-being of people around the globe are
hanging in the balance, Hadassah is there. Whether it is fire, flood,
weather or health disaster, Hadassah is often first on the scene,
bringing its world-class medicine and personnel to the rescue. Now
in this time of unprecedented peril from the COVID 19 pandemic,
Hadassah Hospital is working around the clock to care for patients and
lead the way in ground-breaking research for therapies and a vaccine.
We cannot be together in person, but we will be together in spirit,
supporting Hadassah with our donation pledges and memorial ads.
Pledge letters have gone out.
Please give so Hadassah’s life-saving work can continue. Those who
have not received pledge letters can contribute to Hadassah by mailing
their contributions to Hadassah/Care of Vicki Seroussi, 2 Mitchell
Court, Norwich, CT 06360
Proceeds this year will be earmarked for the Hadassah Medical
Organization (HMO) and the fight against the COVID 19 virus.
Hadassah of Eastern CT thanks everyone and sends every wish for
safety and good health to all.

Candle Lighting for Eastern CT area
Friday, May 8
Friday, May 15
Friday, May 22
Friday, May 29

•
•
•
•

7:36 pm
7:43 pm
7:49 pm
7:55 pm
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Trip to the dentist’s office may change
By Kyle Bogan, DDS
As the coronavirus pandemic swept the U.S., state governments
mandated that dental offices open only for emergency procedures.
But in the coming weeks, some dental practices may resume regular
appointments in individual states where businesses considered
“essential” are allowed to re-open.
When dentists do re-open for full business, the patient experience
may seem the same in some ways, but in other ways the offices will
reflect a “new normal,” says Dr. Kyle Bogan, a general dentist and
speaker on workplace culture.
“Dentists are accustomed to following stringent infection control
precautions under normal circumstances to lower the risk of
transmission of infectious diseases,” Bogan says. “These precautions
help keep both patients and dentists safe because it assumes all
patients may have an infection, despite the reality that most won’t.
“But now I expect patients will be given temperature checks before
an appointment and be asked to fill out a questionnaire regarding
coronavirus symptoms. All hygiene and safety standards will be
enhanced, and the look of a typical dental office will be different.”
Bogan says those aren’t the only ways a dental visit may be different
as a result of COVID-19. Others include:
More safeguards against blood and saliva. When dentists work
on your teeth, they can produce aerosols – droplets or sprays of saliva
or blood – in the air. This happens routinely when the dentist uses a
drill or when the teeth are scaled or polished. With the coronavirus
pandemic, there is an increased risk that the blood or saliva may
carry the virus and either directly infect the dental staff, or land
on surfaces that the staff or the next patient can touch, Bogan says.
“Equipment that reduces patient spray will come into play for patient
and employee safety,” he says. “You’ll see preprocedural rinses with a
hydrogen peroxide solution, which is effective at killing the virus and
reducing viral load in the mouth. There will be more use of rubber
dams, a shield that fits over top of the tooth and minimizes aerosols
in the area. The high-volume suction used to suction up spray will be
used at a higher level. And some dentists may be wearing face shields.”
An empty “waiting” room. Seeing several people in the waiting
room reading magazines may be a thing of the past. “You shouldn’t go
into an office until it’s your time to go in,” Bogan says. “There will be
limited, if any, occupancy in waiting rooms, Offices will schedule more
time between appointments, both to maintain safe space between
patients and to have sufficient time to clean up between patients.
Parents or other people accompanying patients likely will have to wait
outside the office.

Alternating
office
hours. “Offices may reduce
schedules so fewer patients are
there at once, reducing the chance
for contact,” Bogan says. “Another
option is longer hours on certain
nights, in part to accommodate
patients who couldn’t be seen
during the shutdown – those who
had to postpone non-essential
appointments such as checkups,
cleanings,
and
orthodontic
adjustments.”
“Along with having trust in
your dentist’s ability to care
for your needs, more than ever
a patient has to trust in the
cleanliness and safety of the
dental environment,” Bogan
says. “That’s what will help set
an office apart, and anything less
will result in a patient migration.”
About Kyle D. Bogan, DDS
Dr. Kyle Bogan (www.
drkylebogan.com) is a general
dentist and a speaker/consultant
on workplace culture. He is the
owner of North Orange Family
Dentistry. Bogan earned a
Fellowship in the Academy of
General Dentistry and a Fellowship
in the International College of
Dentists. He is a member of the
American Dental Association,
the Ohio Dental Association, the
International Dental Implant
Association and the American
Academy of General Dentistry.
Bogan earned his Doctor of
Dental Surgery degree from The
Ohio State University, graduating
Magna Cum Laude, and played
sousaphone in the marching band.

Senior Offerings

The Jewish Federation will not be publishing the May-June 2020
Maven. The Maven is the go-to source for information about the
Kosher hot lunches and all the wonderful shows that the Federation
arranges for seniors to sign up for.
Because of the social distancing necessary to stay safe from the
COVID-19 virus the lunches and trips have been cancelled for the
foreseeable future.
We have not forgotten about our seniors and Carly Luft, our
Community Services Coordinator, and a group of dedicated volunteers
have been making regular phones calls to check in to make sure
everyone is OK.
If you have not received a call, but would like to hear from Carly,
please give her a call at 860-333-8218. Carly has been working from
home and has set up this special number for seniors to reach her.
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Community celebration of Shavuot

In this year of the ZOOM chagim, the area’s
five liberal synagogues: Ahavat Achim, Beth
El, Beth Jacob, Temple Bnai Israel, and Temple
Emanu El, are joining together once again for a
community-wide celebration of Shavuot.
We will begin the ‘festivities’ on Thursday
evening, May 28, with a Zoom Tikkun L’eil
Shavuot, a custom begun by the kabbalists in
Tzfat in northern Israel about 500 years ago.
During this evening of the Shavuot holiday in
which we commemorate the giving of Torah,
the celebrants studied Jewish texts throughout
the evening, ending with a ‘sunrise’ morning
Erev Shavuot May 28 - 7-10 PM
service.
Or as we say locally, “a smorgasbord of Shavuot May 29 - 10 AM-12 PM
learning with Eastern Connecticut’s clergy - let
the revelation begin!”
Our celebration will be a little less ambitious than the original design,
but substantively hearty. The area clergy have been invited to teach a
session of about 30 minutes in length. You may choose between two
options for each session. The evening will begin at 7:00 and end about
10:00 pm. Schedules will appear via the participating synagogues and
Federation, including ‘registration’ information.
Among the classes scheduled so far are:
1. Responses to Contagion in our Sacred Jewish Texts by Rabbi Safman
2. Introduction to Psalms for the age we are living in by Rabbi Alter
3. Jonah: A study of isolation and trauma by Rabbi Berg
4. We’re stuck in our houses. But what’s a house in Judaism? Surprising
bits of wisdom from Bible, kabbalah, classic sages and contemporary
teachers by Rabbi Schwartz
5. Shir Hama’alot: Psalms of Ascent – Singing and Reading of selections
from Psalms 120-134 by Rabbi Ekstrand and Cantorial soloist Sherry
Barnes
6. In Defense of the Haredim who attended a funeral in Brooklyn in
violation of social distancing regulations last month led by Rabbi
Rabinowitz
And there will also be some non-traditional modes of ‘learning’,
including drumming and chanting.
Then, on the following morning, Friday May 29, at 10:00 am, the
same group of synagogues wlll join together for a community Shavuot
morning service, led by their respective clergy, each from their separate
locations. In addition to the prayers, there will be a Torah reading and
a Yizkor service, with a view towards concluding the service at about
Noon. Again, further details can be had through the participating
synagogues and Federation.

People forget. . .New
Haven remembers

By Fay Sheppard
I am the daughter of Holocaust survivors Herman and Gertrude
Sheppard of Plainfield Ct. We were actively involved with Temple Beth
Israel in Danielson. We were part of the survivors’ group that came
to Eastern CT and became chicken farmers. I attended the Plainfield
public schools. Eastern CT is still my home in my heart.
Because of my background I have always been involved in
Holocaust education. I have had the privilege of producing a film with
Doris Zelinsky about these years of despair and hope and resilience.
In 2016, we introduced this film about how New Haven area
Holocaust survivors and their neighbors constructed the first
Holocaust Memorial built on public soil in the United States.
Since its 2016 debut at the Criterion theatre in downtown New
Haven we have brought this inspiring story to thousands of high
school students and places of worship throughout Connecticut.
CPTV is now extending the reach of this chronicle of optimism and
community by airing it during in May during our own challenging
times. See related ad for dates and times on CPTV.
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Sage advice from Spielberg & Stewart
By Lior Zaltzman, Kveller
John Krasinski’s new YouTube show is one of the few truly good
things to have come out of this pandemic. In SGN, which stands for
“Some Good News,” Krasinski tries to bring some lightness to a very
difficult time, highlighting heartwarming stories and chatting with
celebrities who are also stuck in their homes, connecting them with
us “regular people.”
In one standout episode, he surprised a Hamilton fan who couldn’t
go to see the musical because of Covid-19 restrictions, with a rendition
of “Alexander Hamilton” sung by the original Hamilton cast. (One
word: wow!)

More recently, however, in SGN’s sixth episode, Krasinski outdid
himself by surprising college seniors whose graduations are canceled
with “commencement conversations.” These “conversations” included
some of the most inspiring people of our time, including Oprah, Malala
Yousafzai, and two uber-famous Jewish dads: Steven Spielberg and Jon
Stewart.
Here’s how it went down: Krasinski allowed these soon-to-be
graduates to ask their most pressing questions about life after college.

The result was a conversation
full of candor and intimacy —
with the celebs giving tangible
advice to these young people,
who are both going through
one of the scariest and the most
exciting time of their lives. And
while I may not be a recent
college graduate, their words of
encouragement certainly filled
me with awe and motivation
“I wanted to bring someone
who has inspired me my who
life,” Krasinski told Ben, a college
senior, before bringing Spielberg
to their Zoom call.
“Your wish is my command,
what can I do for you?” the
Academy
Award-winning
director tells a shocked and giddy
Ben.
The young man then asks this
heart-rending question: “How
do you still follow your dreams
when it feels like the world isn’t
so supportive of them?”
Spielberg’s response is truly
inspiring and inspired: “A dream
is a great test,” Spielberg told Ben
and Krasinski, “because a dream
is going to test your resolve.”
“And you’re going to know a
dream from a pipe dream,” he
continued. “A real dream not only
hangs on to you, but you will
hang on to it and it will power
you through every obstacle that

SAGE CONT. ON PG 7

Project Face Mask
Temple
Emanu-El
members
Marty
Zeldis
and
Matthew
Shulman
have been busy organizing
Project Face Mask to benefit
temple
members
who
need a mask as well as the
greater community. The
first week of production
has seen the sewing of 250
masks by 25 volunteers
along with another half
dozen
volunteers
that
have
been
purchasing
materials, distributing, and
coordinating the project. So
Shelley Arenson’s facemask is one of far, the Homeless Hospitality
250+ masks distributed to area agencies Center, Safe Futures, and
during the first week of Temple Emanu the New London Health
El’s Social Action Committee effort to Collective have benefited
mitigate risk of COVID-19 infection from mask donations for
to the area’s at-risk population. Join their clients.
us in ramping up their production/
Project
Face
Mask
distribution.
continues to ramp up
production and is accepting volunteers to sew the masks as well
as deliver them in a safe manner to requesting individuals and
organizations. The distribution target area is from Norwich to Lyme
to Stonington.
Please reach out to either Marty or Matthew and find out how
you can help this necessary project fulfill its goal of a face mask for
everyone. Marty Zeldis, (860) 442-4580, ztr8n@aol.com or Matthew
Shulman, (252) 217-5865, 2020jewishthought@gmail.com.

Hadassah joins the
age of zoom

By Sheila Horvitz
Hadassah of Eastern CT, like everyone and every group faced with
our current crisis, is turning to virtual meetings and video to stay
connected and keep telling the story of Hadassah’s amazing work and
our need to give our support.
Hadassah Hospital in Jerusalem is caring for COVID 19 patients and
doing world-class research in developing therapies and a vaccine.
Our chapter has had to postpone its major events - the Henny
Simon Remembrance weekend originally scheduled for April 24-27
and our annual Gala Donor Dinner - scheduled for June 2.
So how can we stay connected and provide our members with
something that will be educational, enjoyable, uplifting, nostalgic, and
in the spirit of Yiddishkeit and family?
The Hadassah Magazine all members receive is a treasure. It
contains wonderful articles on all aspects of Israeli and Jewish life,
from current events, medical news, literature reviews, culture, and
travel.
One of our favorite editions has a cover article on THE CATSKILLS.
Almost every American Jewish family has had some connection to
the Catskills. Life in the Catskills has been explored in literature and
movies.
On Tuesday, May 19, at 7 p.m. Hadassah will host a Special Zoom
Coffee Klatch about Hadassah Magazine and The Catskills.
First, you can read the article in the magazine by going to this
link: https://www.hadassahmagazine.org/2019/09/03/allurecatskill-region-jewish-traveler/
(The Allure of the Catskill Region for the Jewish Traveler | Hadassah
Magazine) and then:
RSVP to President Karen Bloustine - ksbloustine@gmail.com
by Sunday, May 17, and give her your email address so you will be
invited to the Zoom Klatch.
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By

Artie
Dean
Resiliency of the human spirit
Our world has fundamentally changed in the past month.
Gatherings with friends and family, once taken for granted, are now
strictly forbidden. Freedom of religion, guaranteed by our founders
in the constitution, is banned in public gatherings. Perhaps you’ve
worshipped in isolation over computer apps like zoom, or taken part
in an online seder. Maybe you’ve met friends in a zoom session, or
talked to children and grandchildren on facetime. We wear masks to
go to the grocery, avoid our neighbors like they carry the plague (they
might) and plan on taking walks outdoors only when the streets are
deserted.
Dinners at a restaurant are a thing of the past. Movies? Fuggetaboutit.
I don’t even pick up a newspaper at the corner convenience store for
fear of contacting an infected surface. I rely on people to shop for me.
My dental office, as all others in Connecticut, is closed by order of the
governor to avoid spreading the coronavirus. The pandemic, like a
global nightmare, has shaken all of us to our core.
Our basic need for human contact has spawned new ways of staying
connected. Synagogues are holding virtual services for Shabbat and
daily minyan. Using the Zoom application on my computer I joined 4
different seders during the first two nights of Passover. I participated
with some 40 people over those two nights, using our own seder plate
in our own home. Clean up after the Pesach meal seemed a breeze
compared to previous years. Still, I would have gladly endured the
extra work if only we could have been together with my children.
At age 66, I never considered myself elderly, but according to the
Center for Disease Control, those aged 65 and above are far more likely
to endure serious disease or death from contracting the Covid-19.
Since the Jewish community here in Southeastern Connecticut is
skewed towards an older population, the fear of infection hangs over
us. My friends are socially distancing, staying home except perhaps
for anxiety ridden runs to the supermarket, often at 6 am—shopping
periods designated for seniors. We distance ourselves from friends
and family for two reasons: 1) to help slow the spread of the disease

through our country, and 2) for
fear of our own mortality.
To date we have been greatly
spared here in the eastern part
of the state. While infections are
rising, they are nowhere near
the rates seen in New York, New
Jersey and the southern parts
of Connecticut. Many of us have
children and grandchildren in
these hard hit areas. Unable to
connect in person, we shelter in
place and bide our time, hoping
that modern science will find
treatments and vaccines that can
wake us from this altered reality.
While we wait, we worry about
our families. We worry about
our friends. We worry about
ourselves.
Yet, despite our anxieties,
there are reasons for hope. As I
write, new cases are levelling off
and even dropping in ravaged
cities like New York. Hospitals
report fewer admissions from
the virus, and emergency rooms
seem better able to care for the
sick. Research on treatments
and vaccines continues around
the clock in laboratories all over
the world. Leaders and scientists
debate the wisdom of opening up
the economy.
A few summers ago my wife
and I travelled to Amsterdam.
We visited the Ann Frank House
in the heart of the city, the site
where thirteen-year-old Ann and
her family hid in their home from
the Nazis for years. Despite her
fear Ann Frank’s diary was full
of hope. Although she ultimately
perished, her writing remains a
testament to the strength of the
human spirit.
Our generation has greatly
avoided the depth of despair
and death that the Holocaust
spawned in our parents’
generation. Even those of our
ancestors, lucky enough to be
born in this country, knew the

deprivation and sacrifice of the Great Depression and World War
II. Now we must socially distance to slow the disease’s spread and
protect the most vulnerable. It seems a small price to pay.
Certainly the pandemic has impacted us all. Our lives may be forever
changed. Once robust retirement plans may go awry. The future of jobs
and professions once thought recession proof may be in doubt. I know
there will be sickness. I know there will be death.
Our Passover Holiday we recently celebrated is about freedom,
and the ultimate rebirth of our People as a nation after generations of
slavery. But it is also about the resiliency of the human spirit, and our
ability to overcome seemingly insurmountable obstacles. No one can
predict when life will truly return to normal, so stay safe. Reach out to
friends and family even if a computer image or a phone call is a poor
substitute for a warm embrace. And remember, we will prevail.

Energy Saving Windows & Doors!
ORDER FACTORY DIRECT!

Chuck and Romana Primus, Owners

Vinyl Replacement & New Construction Windows
Storm Windows & Commercial Aluminum
Professional Installation Available

860.848.9258
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE

www.alltimemfg.com

~ Duralite warm edge spacer stays warmer and keeps you cozy.
~ When you’re cozy you save energy and money!
~ Saving energy is also good for the environment.
~ Stay comfortable and keep moisture out.
~ Duralite glass space is the best in the
industry!

Come in! We’d like to meet you!
475 Broad St., New London CT • 860-443-CITY
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COVID-19 challenges children-at-risk
By Carol Goodman Kaufman
With the closing of Israel’s schools due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
Amos (not his real name), a student at Hadassah Neurim, has gone
home. While at home he’s in constant contact with his teachers and
village staff, receiving instruction, assignments, and support. But his
home is a crowded apartment with a dysfunctional family. And that
crowded apartment has empty cupboards.
Amos’s parents, at the lowest end of the employment ladder, were
among the first to lose their jobs as businesses shut down. In fact, his
family is in such dire financial straits that village staffers had been
delivering food packages to them even before the pandemic struck.
Once the shutdown began, they began sending vouchers good for food
and supplies.
Amos is just one of hundreds of kids in Hadassah youth villages in
this situation.
While Amos and some of his fellow students are sheltering at home,
130 students from Hadassah’s Meir Shfeyah and Neurim youth villages
cannot leave the country to be with their families. That’s because these
Na’ale (we will go up) students have come to Israel—alone—from
countries where life as a Jew is precarious. Their villages function
as their Israeli family. Now they’re unable to leave their villages, and
visitors aren’t permitted to enter, but the students continue to learn
and receive services. They’re also helping with the village work,
including animal care and agriculture.
This situation will continue until the Israeli Ministry of Health
determines the threat of contagion has passed.
Youth Aliyah was founded in 1933 by Berliner Recha Freier, who,
recognizing that things were going to get very bad for the Jews,

convinced parents to send their
children to relative safety in
Palestine. The Jewish Agency
adopted Youth Aliyah and chose
the inestimable Henrietta Szold,
the founder of Hadassah, to head
it. Even though she was already
in her 70s, Szold made it a point
to be on the dock to meet the
children on every ship that made
it to Palestine. Virtually none of
these children ever saw their
families again, but due to the care
they received, they grew up to
become outstanding citizens of
the new nation of Israel.
Today, Youth Aliyah continues
to rescue children from
poverty, abuse, and neglect,
even in the face of the COVID-19
pandemic.
Carol Goodman Kaufman
serves as the National Chair of
Youth Aliyah for Hadassah, the
Women’s Zionist Organization of
America.

A maskateer in your midst

By Judy Engel
I quickly became overwhelmed with the magnitude of the pandemic
and was aghast at the lack of personal protective equipment (PPE)
for our frontline workers. Additionally, I quickly realized that my
family, friends, relatives (many who are health care providers), fellow
congregants, and my
neighbors would all
need masks.
After a 20+ year
hiatus, I started
sewing again around
March 19. Since that
time, my days are
just a blur of sewing
and more sewing. I
started making a few
homemade
fabric
masks that I donated
to L&M Hospital and
then ordered fabric
since I donated my
personal fabric stash
years ago. I even
purchased some tiedyed fabric and some
solids for my more conservative friends and family. There was even a
woman that I met on Facebook who gave me 3 bolts of 8 yards each.
A real find! The fabric is beautiful! A blue and white tile print, a beige
print, and a flowered print.
I went to town sewing and mailing off masks to a cousin who works
in NYC, our daughter in Pittsburgh, our son in Milford, relatives in
Ohio, and many others. Then, I found MaskMakers of Connecticut!
which was founded by Maze Stephan from Ledyard. Since then, I am
simply a helper in this incredible volunteer-based supply chain! As
of May 1, Maskmakers of Connecticut has made and donated 21,340
masks fabricated in only 42 days by 94 “Maskateers.” Together, we
have saved lives and lowered infection rates in Eastern Connecticut!
Are you overwhelmed too? It feels good to help in some way. Sewing

masks has been good for me.
Need a mask? Come to our
mask sale on Sunday, May 10,
2020, 2-3 pm exclusively for those
viewing this article at Crossroads
Presbytarian
Church on 70
Cross
Road
Wa te r fo rd ,
CT
without
getting out of
your car! This
event will be
open to the
general public
from 3-5 pm,
so come early
for the best
selection!
We will have
both
the
pleated and
N95
masks
in a variety
of sizes and
fabrics available.
Prices are as follows: $10 for
Flat with pleats masks; $15 for
N95 Pocket Covers or Cup masks;
Choice of cloth ties or ear loop
elastic.
All proceeds and donations
go to helping us give more
masks to the needy throughout
southeastern Connecticut.
If you want to help, you can
donate to our gofundme page.

President of Israel wearing a mask at the Western Wall with two
soldiers behind him.

Yom Hazikaron
during Covid-19
By Yair Robinson
Even amid the coronavirus pandemic, the nation of Israel does
not forget those who died defending the State of Israel and during
terrorist attacks.
The streets of Israel were filled with silence and stillness as they
are every year on Yom Hazikaron (Israel’s memorial day, April 28), but
this year was different. People were required by law to wear masks.
As the siren sounded, many stood at attention while enforcing social
distancing. Many ceremonies including the official Yom Hazikaron
Commemoration ceremony were moved online. Most ceremonies
were done with few people attending. Many Israelis remembered the
soldiers from home. This year, the Western Wall was almost deserted
during the siren.
Yair Robinson is a student at the Solomon Schechter Academy located
in Waterford.

Two soldiers salute while wearing masks at an Israeli military
cemetery.
Funds raised for our non-profit organization go toward supplies to
fabricate masks and PPE.
To become a Maskateer by volunteering to wash fabric, cut fabric,
or sew masks, contact Judy Engel, Maskateer in East Lyme Judith.
engel1@gmail.com or go to https://maskateersppe.com/ to
become a Maskateer!

The Jewish Leader needs your help...

Subscriptions have gone out... without your response we cannot
meet our financial obligations... PLEASE SEND your subscription
in as soon as possible... THANKS for your help.
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Jewish summer camps are canceled. Now what?

By Andrea Beck, Kveller
My family is in mourning. We have moved past bickering and we
have now retreated to separate rooms. My husband is hiding in the
master bedroom, doing his best to stay out of the way. The dog and I
are in the guest room, where I’m writing this essay and
feeling a sense of panic. What will this summer hold?
Our 12-year-old daughter is in the kitchen. It’s well
past her bedtime and she’s eating the organic cocoa
puffed rice that I thought I had hidden from her. It has
now been dubbed her “sadness cereal.” We’re letting
her get away with this because she spent the previous
hour crying in her room; the hour before that she spent
calling and texting her camp friends — those same
friends she’s been looking forward to seeing all year.
On Thursday afternoon, the URJ (Union of Reform
Judaism) summer camps announced that they will
not be having onsite camps this summer. Covid-19
has caused so much loss, and has changed things
in so many ways, and perhaps, deep down, we were
expecting this. But after seven weeks of stay-at-home
orders and distance learning, sleepaway camp was our
last hope of normal, a bit of childhood utopia in these
truly dystopian times.
I understand the gravity and wisdom of this
decision. After all, when up to 18 kids and perhaps
three counselors are crammed into cabins — with bunk beds lined up
like library stacks, to say nothing of communal bathrooms shared by
dozens of girls — social distancing is impossible. Risking the health or
life of any of these kids, their counselors, or the staff is unimaginable.
But for my daughter and her friends, this loss is profound and hard to
comprehend. Summer camp is her home for one precious month each
year. It’s where she feels a sense of community, independence, and a
level of belonging and acceptance she can’t find at her secular middle
school here in the midwest.
Our daughter waits eleven months each year to go to Goldman
Union Camp Institute (GUCI) in suburban Indianapolis, about a twohour drive from us. The countdown begins the minute we pick her up
on the last day of the session, when she greets us teary-eyed and taller.
And, truthfully, her father and I have the same countdown. As much
as she needs camp — as a place where she learns and grows — we,
as a couple, need her to go, too. It is a much-needed time for us to
remember who we are as a people and partners, not just parents.
During the month our daughter is away, we plan a trip for just the
two of us — the last two years we went to New York to see that year’s
Tony winning musical, which, of course, can’t happen this year. We go
on dates, we see movies, but I think the biggest treat is being able to
do things on a whim, like going out to dinner without worrying about
schedules, lessons, or bedtimes.
Also, as a former camper myself, I understand my daughter’s deep
feelings of grief. Camp is a safe space to try new things, whether it’s a
new sport, singing in public, or holding hands with a boy or girl on the
Shabbat walk. The entire experience is one where kids live immersed
with each other, without parental interference, and spending four
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weeks living in close quarters
fosters deep, lifelong friendships.
It was that sense belonging, that
freedom, that magic that I, a

are a place where kids experience a month, living a life side-by-side
their peers that is inspired by Jewish values, ritual, and rhythms.
This life works to instill a pride in Jewish identity and a comfort
with Jewish ritual. The camp has a curriculum that falls in line with
the educational goals at our religious school.
Our rabbi, whom I have known since I was a
GUCI camper and he was a counselor — in fact,
our camp connection is why we joined this
particular synagogue in the first place — is on
staff, too. He argues strongly for the benefits
and continuity of sending our kids to any
Jewish camp, but especially GUCI. And since
my daughter loves camp, it is a win all around.
So much has changed since we reserved a
spot in her cabin and filled out the necessary
paperwork last fall. All the previously held
expectations have disappeared. This summer
won’t be punctuated by the anticipation and
the packing, the letters sent and received, the
photos examined on the camp website for
signs of life, or the trips my husband and I take
together.
There will be no Shabbat walk, no stories of
Image by Andrew Merry/Getty Images bonfires, no color war or bunk night. Instead,
we will be at home wondering how much
bookish, chubby brunette in a normal we will ever regain. We will spend the summer hoping that
WASPy school, looked forward to next year she’ll be at GUCI. In the meantime, I have offered to create
all year. My heart breaks for my camp memories at home: We can build a bonfire in the backyard, I
daughter — who’s prettier and say, and we’ll tell stories and sing songs. I suggest we cook camp
more social than I ever was — staples, like pizza bagels, Friday night roast chicken, and chocolate pie,
knowing that she will miss her knowing full well that it can’t taste quite the same as when you are 12,
yearly respite from home and tired, and hungry. I’ve volunteered my husband to drive circles around
the midwest so our daughter can visit her bunkmates; I’ve volunteered
school. She will miss the magic.
When we explain to other my parents to host Camp Nanna and Bubba.
So far, my daughter is unimpressed. But, hey, she’s 12 — maybe
parents at our daughter’s school
that she goes to sleepaway that’s a small sign of normalcy, after all.
camp for a month, they are
dumbfounded as to why we
would choose to be away from
CONT. FROM PG 4
her. To the mom who invariably
says to me in a self-righteous people and the environment will throw against you. Because if we are
tone, “I love my kids too much to in service to our dreams, versus our dreams being in service to us, it
be away from them for a month,” becomes something greater, it allows us to be game, it allows us to get
I reply, “I love mine enough to over our fears no matter what obstacle is being thrown in our path.”
Beautiful words, though one certainly would not expect less from
know that this is the best choice
I can make for her. I will miss the cinematic genius. But my favorite advice actually came from
her terribly, but she is happy and retired Daily Show host Jon Stewart, who answered a question from a
growing as a person at camp.” young man named John.
John asked the question that’s on all new graduates’ minds, though
That usually ends with one of
us walking away and thinking many are too sheepish or insecure to ask it: “Now what?”
Stewart replied with some spot-on, sobering advice.
the other one (me) is a crappy
“Now what? Let me tell you something,” he began. “The person
mother. (But, hey, I’m cool with
on Mr. Krasinski’s show, their question was answered by Oprah. So I
that.)
When pressed, my other think it’s clear sometimes in life you will get the short end of the stick.
tactic is to explain that summer You’re about to enter into a world where, you know, no one is grading
camp is a Jewish cultural thing. you, there are none of those things that are going to be going on. Stop
I give them a synopsis of the completing things and start living them.”
He added: “Let no opportunity be too small for your time and no
camp movement, which usually
causes their eyes to glaze over. opportunity be too big for your possibilities.”
Wow, that’s some serious sagacious advice, right there. We love it.
In short, my summary goes like
Congratulations
to all the new graduates and thank you to Stewart
this: The Jewish summer camp
movement was first started for and Spielberg for giving them and us the words of inspiration and
immigrant children who lived in encouragement we needed.
the cities so that they could have
a chance to spend time in the
Everyone counts: We are counting on you!
country and, as a bonus, become
Here in Eastern Connecticut the JFEC works to support, sustain
more Americanized. Later camps
and revitalize Jewish life. But we can’t do it without you.
became a place to instill a-backSend in your donation today.
to-the land Zionism. Now they
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Going in the right direction
virus in the future.
By Edgar Asher, Ashernet
While all this has been
On May 4, Prime Minister
going on another battle – a
Binyamin Netanyahu held a
political one – has been seen
much-awaited press conference
taking place in the High Court.
to explain the government
‘Has been seen’ really reflects
current position on the next
the fact that for the first time
phase of fighting the corona virus
deliberations in Israel’s High
in Israel. The reduction in new
Court have been seen in real
cases in Israel has enabled the
time by all Israelis as the twogovernment to relax this week
day discussions by the justices
some of the more draconian
have been shown live on some
measures that have kept most
of the nation’s TV channels.
Israelis in a lockdown home
The subject of the court’s
environment for many weeks.
deliberations was Binyamin
Netanyahu explained, with the
Netanyahu. Five petitions
help of clear diagrams, that as of
had been filed in the court to
yesterday there were only thirty
rule on what the petitioners
new cases of the virus reported,
claimed
that
Binyamin
as opposed to seven hundred and
Netanyahu was unfit to serve
thirty-nine new cases recorded
as prime minister since he was
this year on the 31st March.
facing charges, including one of
Thus, Netanyahu said, the time
bribery. Three other additional
had come to relax some of the
measures and restrictions that Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu at May 4’s press conference when he announced a petitions also asked the court
to reject what they saw as the
had brought the country to a
‘anti-democratic’ coalition deal
virtual standstill. Since the start relaxation in the corona lockdown rules.
between Netanyahu and Benny
of the health crises 237 people
buses.
Gantz.
have died because of the virus infection.
Schools have also been opened once again. However,
If the court were able to make changes because of
In general, apart from the opening of more retail the number of students in a class in limited. If there is not
stores and shopping arcades, Israelis will be permitted another spike in infections, then the present restrictions the veracity of the petition, this would lead to a fourth
to meet in bigger groups. Also, street markets will be everywhere will be lifted on 14th June. Israel has been election in just over a year. It is an extremely complicated
allowed to open for business with strict conventions one of the most successful countries in dealing with the situation because many lawmakers are of the opinion
concerning numbers at any one time and the coronavirus. Also, there are some very promising leads that if such a fifth election were held, the ‘new’ Knesset
requirement to wear a mask. Masks will have to be within Israel’s medical research teams in combatting the would have to introduce new constitutional changes to
restrict the High Court’s authority. © ASHERNET
worn by everybody in public places and on trains and

Part of the cabinet discussing, via an on-line link, the present virus situation.

The government’s National Security Advisor Meir Ben-Shabbat explaining
the latest information on the coronavirus.
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Natan Sharansky is using his
‘Jewish Nobel’ winnings to help

Natan Sharansky is the eighth Genesis Prize laureate.
By Marcy Oster, JTA
When Natan Sharansky learned in December that
he would become the eighth Genesis Prize honoree,
he decided he would use his $1 million prize money to
promote issues to which he has devoted his life: human
rights and Zionism.
That was before the coronavirus crisis.
Now, Sharansky, the former Soviet dissident who has
become a prominent leader in Israel, and the Genesis
Prize Foundation are announcing that his winnings
will instead go to organizations fighting the pandemic
and supporting individuals most affected by it in Israel,
the United States and seven other countries. They
also announced a new competition to reward Israeli
innovations working to stop the pandemic.
The coronavirus is a “new challenge, a new enemy,”
Sharansky told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency. His other
interests, he said, “can wait a little bit.”
In Israel, the grants will fund nine organizations
working to help the most vulnerable populations
affected by the pandemic and advance medical and
scientific innovation. Grants will also help isolated and
elderly Jews in Rome, Madrid, Paris, Moscow, the United
Kingdom, Ukraine, and Belarus. And they will fund
research at two universities in New York and support
grants made by a Jewish loan society.
Sharansky, 72, spent nine years in a Soviet prison,
half them in solitary confinement, and he kept himself
sane by playing chess in his mind. He has been helping
Jews around the world during the pandemic by speaking
to Jewish schools, groups and communities about living
in isolation.
“Freedom is inside of yourself,” Sharansky told JTA.
“If you can fight for the things you really believe then
you are free.”
Last month, Sharansky made a three-minute video
offering five tips on living in isolation that has been
seen by tens of thousands of people. Prior to talking
to JTA on Sunday, Sharansky spoke to the Bulgarian
Jewish community on a Zoom call. He admitted that two
months ago he did not know what Zoom was. Now, he
considers himself an expert.

Sharansky, who serves as chair of the Institute for the
Study of Global Antisemitism and Policy, acknowledged
the rise in anti-Semitism brought about by the pandemic.
Prior to that, he spent nine years as chairman of the
executive of the Jewish Agency for Israel. He also served in
four Israeli governments, holding ministerial positions as
head of his Yisael B’Aliyah party, formed to help integrate
new immigrants into Israeli society.
The Genesis Prize, known as the “Jewish Nobel,” was
started in 2013 and is financed through a permanent
$100 million endowment. The annual award honors
“extraordinary individuals for their outstanding
professional achievement, contribution to humanity and
commitment to Jewish values.” Previous winners of the
prize include New England Patriots owner Robert Kraft,
former New York City mayor Michael Bloomberg and
musician Itzak Perlman. U.S. Supreme Court Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg received a lifetime achievement award
from Genesis in 2018.
The Israeli organizations receiving Sharansky’s
Genesis grants offer a variety of services to a wide range
of populations. They are:
1221 Assistance for All, an emergency response service
in Jerusalem for Jews and non-Jews during the pandemic;
The Association of Rape Crisis Centers in Israel, after a
40% increase in domestic violence calls;
ALEH Negev, which support children with severe
disabilities, whose schooling has been disrupted;
TEREM Public Clinic, which provides medical services
to the residents of South Tel Aviv, including many asylum
seekers and those in the country illegally who do not have
access to health care;
Enosh Israeli Mental Health Organization, which is
responding to an increasing number of people requiring
mental health services;
Migdal Ohr, which supports high-risk Israeli prisoners
sent home during the pandemic;
and two projects in partnership with the Jewish
Agency for Israel: volunteer service at Machon Shlichim
working with the elderly and at-risk youth, and by funding
interest-free loans for Israeli NGOs through Ogen; and
The Weizmann Institute, which will use the grant to
fund research to develop a COVID-19 vaccine.
Grants also will go to send volunteers to help the
isolated and elderly members of the Jewish communities
affected by COVID-19 in Rome, Madrid, Paris, and Moscow
through Moishe House, an international organization
working with young adults; and to assist 130 Hillel student
volunteers working with Jewish elderly and homebound
in six cities in Ukraine and Belarus. A grant to Jewish Care
in the United Kingdom will provide protective equipment
to staff working with isolated and impoverished elderly,
who are especially vulnerable to the virus.
Grants in the United States will fund research at
Columbia University Irving Medical Center to mitigate
medical complications of coronavirus; a competition
for students at New York University Tandon School of
Engineering to solve physical challenges presented by
COVID-19; and support for Hebrew Free Loan, a nonprofit
that is distributing no-interest loans to people in New
York who require emergency assistance because of the

economic disruption caused by the pandemic.
The Genesis Prize Foundation also announced
a special competition in honor of Sharansky that
will recognize Israeli companies working to combat
COVID-19 and prepare the world for future pandemics.
Start-Up Nation Central, a nonprofit founded by
philanthropist Paul Singer, will run the competition
with Genesis to promote the Israeli innovations globally.
Sharansky said he hoped the pandemic would yield
positive effects for the world, even as it causes death
and devastation.
“I hope there will be much more unity in general of
people all around the world,” he said, adding that he
hoped the moment would increase “our understanding
that there are things we can fight and defeat all together.
“Let’s hope that will remain when this drama will be
behind us,” Sharansky said.

Pandemic has
strengthened
people’s faith

By Ben Sales, JTA
A new survey found that only 7% of American Jews
feel that the coronavirus crisis has strengthened their
faith, as opposed to nearly a quarter of Americans as a
whole.
The survey, published Thursday, April 30, by the
Pew Research Center, found that Jews had the lowest
percentage of respondents whose faith has been
strengthened by the crisis. Along with the 7% of
Jews whose faith has grown stronger, 69% say their
faith hasn’t changed much and 22% say they weren’t
religious to begin with. A very small percentage, not
represented numerically in the study, say their faith has
gotten weaker.
In the United States as a whole, 24% of people say
their faith has gotten stronger, 2% say it’s gotten weaker,
47% say it hasn’t changed much and 26% say they
aren’t religious. The group with the largest number of
respondents say their faith has gotten stronger is black
Protestants, 56% of whom reported strengthening faith.
It’s possible that few Jews responded positively to
the “faith” question because the question’s wording
referenced “religious faith,” a terminology that tends to
be less common among Jews than among Christians.

(Artur Widak/NurPhoto via Getty Images)
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Israeli researchers develop anti-coronavirus coating
materials and I found
out that copper was
definitely the best one,
killing the virus within
a few hours,” Porgador
explained. “I called Mark,
with whom I have been
collaborating for years,
and I suggested trying
to develop a coating
that could be used for
all sorts of objects that
people touch, from door
handles to mezuzot.”
The complementary
expertise of the scientists
involved proved to be a
key for the success of the
study.
Esti Toledo and Guillaume Le Saux at Dr. Mark Schvartzman’s laboratory at
“We
come
from
the Ben-Gurion University of the Negev. (photo credit: Dani Machlis/Ben- different
scientific
Gurion University Of The Negev)
backgrounds, Angel is a
biologist who focuses on
By Rossella Tercatin, Jerusalem Post
immunology research, while I’m a
Although the coronavirus mainly spreads through the minuscule
nanotechnologist. In recent years,
droplets that an infected person disperses in the air when they cough
most of my research has focused
or sneeze, which are then inhaled by a healthy person, one of the
on developing nanomaterials
characteristics that contribute to making the virus so insidious is its
for biomedical and biological
ability to survive on surfaces for a long time, even for days.
purposes,” Schvartzman pointed
To address the issue, a team of researchers from Ben-Gurion
out. “Our collaboration has been
University of the Negev are working to develop a nanomaterial coating
very fruitful in a synergy between
that can be painted onto different surfaces and has the ability to kill
such different fields that is very
the virus, as explained to The Jerusalem Post by Prof. Angel Porgador
rare to find.”
of the university’s Department of Microbiology, Immunology and
Schvartzman and his team
Genetics and the National Institute of Biotechnology in the Negev
therefore started working on
(NIBN) and Dr. Mark Schvartzman, from the Department of Materials
creating the materials for the
Engineering.
coating – and their effectiveness
“At the beginning of the outbreak, I was reading a paper testing
could then be tested by
how long the virus would survive on door handles made of different

Porgador’s lab.
“We quickly performed some experiments that showed very
promising results and a concrete proof of concept,” the doctor
explained, adding that their project was recently awarded a grant by
Israel’s Innovation Authority providing funds for a year.
The basic goal of the research was to create a substance based
on polymers, a plastic material which is also the basis for paints,
incorporating nanoparticles of metals like copper.
“While the polymer is the carrier, the antiviral function is performed
by these tiny particles of copper. The great advantage of nanomaterials
is that they have a lot of surface, with a surface-to-volume ratio which
becomes larger the smaller the object is,” Schvartzman added.
The researchers explained that they are working on creating
a versatile formula that can be applied in coating different kinds of
materials, from metals to plastic to wood, preparing compositions
suitable for each – similar to how different types of paint must be used
for different surfaces.
“It depends on the ability of a certain polymer to stick to a specific
material, even if the pigment contained in it is the same,” Schvartzman
told the Post.
One of the questions that the scientists are addressing and testing
is how long the coating will last after being applied and how well it will
resist different factors such as changes in temperature and humidity
conditions or repeated touch.
Asked how long it will take for the coating to kill the virus when it
reaches the surface, Porgador said that their goal is to achieve a result
similar to surfaces of pure copper, which eliminate the virus in four
hours.
“If it was quicker than that, it would probably be toxic also for the
human skin,” he pointed out.
The team hopes to have more answers in a month or two and to
finalize the product within a few months.
The project is one of 27 proposals submitted to the Israel Innovation
Authority by BGN Technologies, the technology transfer company of
BGU.
PhD students Yariv Greenshpan and Esti Toledo, and postdoc
Guillaume Le Saux are also participating in the research.

Intel pays $900m to acquire Israel’s Moovit

By Abigail Klein Leichman,
Israel21c
Intel
Corporation
announced its acquisition
of Israeli company Moovit
for approximately $900
million.
Millions of commuters
in 3,100 cities across 102
countries use Moovit’s
urban mobility application
for planning trips via
public
transportation,
bicycle
and
scooter
services, ride-hailing, and
car-sharing.
The addition of Moovit
brings Intel’s Mobileye – a
Jerusalem-based company
Moovit CEO and cofounder Nir Erez acquired for $15.3 billion
will join Mobileye as an executive vice in 2017 — closer to
becoming a complete
president.
mobility
provider,
including robotaxi services, which is forecast to be an estimated $160
billion opportunity by 2030.
Mobileye makes advanced driver-assistance systems (ADAS)
deployed on nearly 60 million vehicles from more than 25 automakers.

Upon closure of the acquisition
deal announced May 4, Moovit
will join Mobileye while retaining
its own brand, app, and existing
partnerships.
“Mobileye’s ADAS technology
is already improving the safety
of millions of cars on the road,
and Moovit accelerates their
ability to truly revolutionize
transportation
–
reducing
congestion and saving lives – as a
full-stack mobility provider,” said
Bob Swan, Intel CEO.
Mobileye will use Moovit’s
large proprietary transportation
dataset to optimize predictive
technologies based on customer
demand and traffic patterns, as
well as tap into Moovit’s transit
data repository of more than
7,500 key transit agencies and
operators.
“Moovit’s massive global user
base, proprietary transportation
data, global editors community,
strong partnerships with key

Moovit’s popular mobile app simplifies urban mobility.
transit and mobility ecosystem partners, and highly skilled team is
what makes them a great investment,” said Amnon Shashua, CEO of
Mobileye.
The deal is the latest in a string of lucrative M&As and funding
rounds for Israeli companies so far this year, despite the coronavirus
pandemic. The Globes financial daily reports that Israeli startups
raised nearly $1 billion in April alone.
Moovit was founded in 2012 and is based in Tel Aviv. CEO and
cofounder Nir Erez will join Mobileye as an executive vice president.
“Combining the daily mobility habits and needs of millions of
Moovit users with the state-of-the-art, safe, affordable and ecofriendly transportation enabled by self-driving vehicles, we will be
able to make cities better places to live in,” Erez said.
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Throwing candy at the computer
Susan Duke had
decorated
the
room with orchids,
peonies, tulips and
roses from a local
florist to make it
look festive.
Guests typically
shower the bat
mitzvah
with
candy after she
completes
the
haftarah reading.
In Lila’s case,
her parents and
siblings
threw
Hershey’s kisses
at her, while the
congregants threw
sweets at their
computer screens
Lila participates in her bat mitzvah service with her parents, Jon and Susan. and sent her candy
emojis in the Zoom
(Courtesy of the Dukes)
chat. Her parents
By Josefin Dolsten, JTA
also
hoisted
her
up on a chair
Midway through Lila Duke’s bat mitzvah ceremony, her family’s cat
after
the
reading,
as
is customary
made an appearance.
Minnie’s interruption was one of many ways that Lila’s coming-of- during Jewish celebrations.
And just because the guests
age ceremony was different from what she had expected.
weren’t
meeting in person didn’t
While the 12-year-old still read her Torah portion in front of more
than 100 people, still got to wear a pretty dress and still was showered mean they didn’t dress up, though
with candy, she was at home with her parents, Susan and Jon, and the Duke family opted to go
younger siblings, Naomi and Ezra, not at her family’s Atlanta-area without shoes since they weren’t
leaving the house and Lila wore a
synagogue.
Lila addressed community members on Zoom rather than giving comfortable cotton dress rather
her sermon in a sanctuary. She read the Torah portion she had been than the long satin gown she had
practicing for a year from a book instead of a scroll and therefore initially picked out.
Following the three-hour
wasn’t able to recite the blessings she had been practicing. And at one
service,
Lila’s family recited the
point, Minnie jumped up on the table where the family had perched a
kiddush
and ate the French toast
computer on top of several stacked puzzle boxes and her mom had to
casserole that her mother had
rush to get the animal out of the way.
cooked as they video chatted
Such is the bat mitzvah in the coronavirus era.
With synagogues closed and gatherings prohibited, traditional bar with a smaller group of relatives.
Rabbi Analia Bortz, who
and bat mitzvah celebrations — which typically include participation
in communal services and big, sometimes splashy parties — have with her husband, Rabbi Mario
Karpuj,
leads
Congregation
become impossible.
Or
Hadash,
the
Conservative
“It’s different right? Everyone has their bat mitzvah or whatever,
but not everyone has had a Zoom bat mitzvah,” Lila said in a phone synagogue where the Dukes are
interview with the Jewish Telegraphic Agency a few days after the rite. members, had worried originally
about whether there would be
“I was sad I didn’t get to have a party though.”
Lila’s family plans to have a party for her once it is deemed safe. But technical difficulties. But she left
even though parties can be postponed, it is harder to delay the service the service impressed by how
itself. Most kids spend a year training to chant the Torah portion for well it worked out and how the
their specific date, and choosing another date would mean they would community came together to
celebrate Lila’s special day.
have to learn a different reading.
“In 30 years in the pulpit,
So as with so many events these days, many families are opting
many
things have changed and
instead to do the service virtually, sometimes with drive-by, socially
distanced celebrations as well. (Orthodox synagogues do not allow have left a big hallmark in our
livestreaming on Shabbat). One event planning company has even lives, most of the time for good
started offering virtual bar and bat mitzvah planning services, reasons, but this one was one
including helping to organize a virtual party complete with party of the highlights of our careers,”
Bortz said. “It was very, very
favors and hora dancing.
special.”
In Lila’s case, going virtual meant making some tweaks.
Susan
Duke
said
the
At a typical bat mitzvah, a number of family members are called
to the Torah to say a blessing ahead of the scroll reading. Since Lila service exceeded the family’s
was reading from a book rather than a scroll, however, the Hebrew expectations.
“We just thought we’d try it,
blessings could not be said. Instead, family members prepared short
and it was so much more intimate
blessings in English to mimic the traditional order.
The Dukes set up two monitors in their living room, so they and personal and successful than
could watch both the service leader and the congregants tuning in. I imagined it could be,” the bat

11

mitzvah mom said.
One unexpected perk of doing the service on Zoom was that Lila,
who had been anxious about doing her Torah reading in front of a
large audience, felt less nervous.
“I didn’t have a bunch of people watching me doing scary stuff,” she
said. “They were there but they were on the screen. I felt it wouldn’t be
as big of a deal as if I was actually there in front of everyone.”
Meanwhile, Lila hopes she can serve as a model for other kids who
will have to do their coming-of-age ceremonies virtually, too, as it
becomes increasingly clear that limitations on large gatherings won’t
be lifted imminently.
“People were watching me, other people who are going to probably
do the same thing,” she said. “They wanted to know what it was like.”

Israel can track COIVD-19
outbreak through sewage

By ISRAEL21c Staff
Israeli scientists have developed a new methodology to trace the
SARS-CoV-2 (Covid-19) virus through the sewage and wastewater
systems.
After sampling at wastewater treatment plants and in the sewage
pipeline of the Tel Aviv area during the coronavirus outbreak, the team
confirmed
SARSCoV-2 RNA is present
in human waste. They
even found a larger
concentration in one
known
outbreak
hotspot.
Screening sewage
and wastewater, they
conclude, could give
a better indication
of the spread of the
virus than current
methods. It could
even become an
early-warning system
for future outbreaks.
However, no one
knows yet if and for
how long the virus
remains contagious
in sewage.
If it does remain
View of the Shafdan Dan Region Wastewater
then
Treatment Plant in Rishon LeZion. Photo by infectious,
sewage maintenance
Isaac Harari/Flash90
workers could be an
additional vector for the spread of the virus. This is also relevant for
poorer regions where there is a higher risk of someone being exposed
to untreated sewage.
The team has applied for grants to further their research, which
was carried out under the auspices of Ben-Gurion University of the
Negev’s Coronavirus Task Force.
Led by Prof. Ariel Kushmaro of BGU’s Avram and Stella GoldsteinGoren Department of Biotechnology Engineering, the team includes Dr.
Itay Bar-Or, a virologist from Sheba Medical Center; Yakir Berchenko of
BGU’s Department of Industrial Engineering and Management; Oded
Nir of the Department of Desalination and Water Treatment at BGU’s
Zuckerberg Institute for Water Research; and Prof. Eran Freedler from
the Technion.
In a previous study, Berchenko successfully tracked a wild
poliovirus after an outbreak in the sewage system in Israel in 2013.

Remember to send in your subscription
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Young Jews are falling in love — without having met in person
There are many ways people
By Josefin Dolsten, JTA
A week and a half ago, Josephine Stockwell had her first date with can meet others through the
group. People can post personals
Nathan, a guy she had been texting for some time.
The two really hit it off. They both speak Spanish, love romantic or fill out a 50-question survey
comedies and relate to Judaism in similar ways. They wound up talking that Raimi created to match
for two and a half hours.
“I don’t even have the words to describe what
that was like because I’ve never had that experience,
but we are on the same wavelength more than I ever
thought was possible for a partner,” said the 23-yearold graduate student at Northwestern University.
The two now text all the time and have hour-long
conversations almost every day.
“I hesitate to say [we’re] in a relationship because
it’s only been a few days but we both are very
committed to each other,” she said.
The catch: The pair have yet to meet in real life.
As social distancing has become the norm during
the pandemic, meeting a stranger for dinner and
drinks seems like a distant memory. But that doesn’t
mean young Jews aren’t looking for — and finding —
romance. While Orthodox Jews who use matchmakers
have seen their process go digital for the first time,
People are making connections online as they
other Jews who might be more accustomed to online
distancing. (Grace Yagel)
dating have seen pandemic-specific platforms — one
is even called CoronaCrush — emerge to match the
members. Questions include
unusual circumstances.
Stockwell met her beau through MeetJew University Dating, a everything from basics like age
Facebook group that popped up as colleges began sending students and sexual orientation to Jewish
affiliation to kosher-keeping
home due to the pandemic and now has more than 38,000 members.
Founder Aaron Raimi had little matchmaking experience prior to habits and music tastes.
Jackie Abrams, a 20-yearstarting the group — other than successfully setting up an ex with one
old college student living in
of his friends.
But the 23-year-old San Diego resident was inspired after another Troy, New York, chatted with 14
Facebook group for Jewish college students during quarantine, Zoom people in the group before she
University Hillel, became wildly popular. In that group, which emerged met a “really cute” guy through
to simulate a cornerstone of the collegiate Jewish experience, hanging a Zoom chat hosted by one of
out at Hillel, students from across the country post memes, jokes and the group’s members. Though
discuss anything from politics to Jewish identity and interfaith dating. her love interest lives in Canada,
“What popped into my head was there should be a group for dating” about a four-hour drive from her
home, the two talk daily and hope
specifically, Raimi said.
MeetJew University grew quickly, and Raimi has since added two to meet up after the quarantine.
“Besides the fact that he’s cute
spinoffs for older age groups (MeetJew University caters to ages 1826) as well as a group for those looking to make friends. His dating and he’s Jewish, he’s also a stoner
like me, which is important but
groups now have more than 43,000 members combined.

not a defining characteristic. He’s smart, he’s pre-law,” she said.
MeetJew University isn’t the only Facebook group for Jews looking
to date during the pandemic. There’s also CoronaCrush, whose
membership skew more religious and Israel-based. Co-founder Ian
Mark says he and several of his friends decided to start CoronaCrush
after seeing Raimi’s group.
“We thought the way they were implementing
it, it wasn’t only for Jews and it wasn’t for serious
dating,” the 31-year-old Tel Aviv-based entrepreneur
said. “It seemed like a lot of college kids posting
bikini pictures and stuff like that, so we wanted it to
be more wholesome and family values and serious
dating-oriented.”
The group now has more than 11,000 members.
Mark says the administrators are picky about who
gets to join — “people who have mutual friends with
us have preference, people who have a lot of friends
in the group have preference” — in order to foster a
sense of community and accountability.
“When people are in a group where they know a
lot of people they’re going to behave a lot better and
then it’s going to keep the environment positive and
loving,” he said.
practice social
Online dating isn’t new, of course. There have
been some ups and downs, but overall activity on the
longstanding Jewish dating app J Swipe has remained
the same as pre-pandemic, said founder David Yarus, who added that
many people are now for the first time doing video dates since meeting
in person isn’t possible.
“What I’m most curious about or interested in is the idea of how
comfort in things like video or video first dates and such will change
as a result of people experiencing maybe their first time doing a
FaceTime date,” Yarus said.
Amanda Doreson, 36, matched with Dan, a fellow Washingtonian,
on J Swipe over a month ago. The pair connected after discovering they
both like yoga, traveling, museums and have Cavalier King Charles
Spaniel dogs.
They have now gone on a number of virtual dates, including
checking out an online exhibit about fashion together at the
Smithsonian Museum and watching Netflix movies at the same time.
“Over FaceTime, we smile, we blow kisses to each other, we look at
each other and we just stare at each other and it’s really fun, but we
don’t know,” Doreson said. “Who knows what it will be like in person.”

Remembering the Kent State shooting
on its 50th anniversary

By Marcy Oster, JTA
Fifty years ago, on May 4,
1970, four students at Kent State
University were shot and killed
by members of the Ohio National
Guard during campus protests
against the Vietnam War.
Three of the four students
killed — Sandra Scheuer, Allison
Krause, and Jeffrey Miller —
were Jewish; the fourth victim
was William Schroder. Krause
and Miller were protesters, while
Scheuer and Schroeder were
bystanders.
The
tragic
incident
reverberated well beyond the
Kent State campus in northeast
Ohio, throughout the United

States and around the world.
The university is presenting a virtual commemoration dedicated
to the memory of the four students on its website, which includes
more information about the event and his aftermath and other virtual

John Filo’s Pulitzer Prize–winning photograph of Mary Ann Vecchio,
a 14-year-old runaway, kneeling over the body of Jeffrey Miller
minutes after he was fatally shot by the Ohio National Guard at
Kent State University on May 4, 1970.
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Deep breaths: Smoking pollution in Tel Aviv (photo credit:
ILLUSTRATIVE PEXELS)
COVID-19 treatments are now underway.
The first, carried out by Prof Amoura, involves giving nicotine
patches to health care workers to prevent infection, to worsening
COVID-19 hospitalized patients, and to severely ill COVID-19 patients
in the hope of treating the disease.
The second, taking place at the Pasteur Institute looks at the
relationship between the virus and nicotine. In particular the
researchers are investigating whether nicotine helps to prevent
“cytokine storms,” a rapid overreaction of the body’s immune system
to the virus, which they think may be playing a part in causing fatal
cases of infection.
Amoura’s findings on the suppressive effect of smoking on the
coronavirus were echoed in similar findings published by the New
England Journal of Medicine last month, which found that, of 1000
people infected in China with coronavirus, 12.6% were smokers,
against 26% in the general population.
However, Jerome Salomon, France’s top health official has warned
against people taking up smoking as a preventative, AFP has reported.
“We must not forget the harmful effects of nicotine. Those who do
not smoke should absolutely not use nicotine substitutes,” he said,
explaining that doing so can cause addiction and side effects.
Al Arabiya has also reported that smokers are more likely to have
more severe coronavirus symptoms and are being urged to quit.
Additionally, Israel’s Health Ministry has cited smoking as one of
the major risk factors in having a more severe case of COVID-19.
People who suffer from underlying medical conditions are at
highest risk for developing a severe case of COVID-19, according to the
Health Ministry. On May 5, it shared what these pre-existing medical
conditions are: heart disease, high blood pressure, diabetes, BMI of
30 or above (obesity), any surgery (other than birth) in the last three
years and smoking for 10 more years.
Maayan Hoffman contributed to this report.
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their neighbors by donating food. Copy Cats hours are
between 8:30 AM – 5 PM, M-F. They can be reached at
860-442-8424 or orders@copycatsnl.com.
Minuteman Press is helping the community in a
totally different but just as important way by donating
an activity/coloring book geared to elementary school
students. To date MMP has donated 5000 activity books
to various agencies and schools in eastern CT. The New
London Public School system has been the recipient
of 1200 of those activity books. The Federation was
fortunate to be on the receiving end of 50 of them and as
of May 5 we placed an order for additional copies as the
first batch has been given away in the food bags JFEC has
distributed to families with kids.
Individuals can stop by either the New London or
Norwich stores to pick up copies for their children and
bigger groups can call either location to arrange for
pick up or delivery – 147 State St, New London / 860701-9171 or 595 W. Main St., Norwich / 860-887-7468,
between 8:30 AM – 5 PM, M-F at both locations. Or email
sales@mmpct.com.

CONT. FROM PG 1

Our food pantry is in
overdrive. For every 12 people
we were feeding before all this,
we are now feeding 60. Donations
made to the JFEC Community
Relief and Recovery Fund have
been stretched to keep the food
pantry stocked.
During April alone, we
provided 4,050 meals to 112
families, who picked up their
food on the back porch of the
Federation. That’s about 500
more meals than we gave away
at this time last year to those in
need--and the need continues to
grow.
The JFEC Community Relief
and Recovery Fund also helped
provide safe temporary housing
for a community member
recovering from cancer surgery
and funded critical medicine
for someone with underlying
medical conditions.
To those of you who have
not yet donated, your support
is vital. To donate, please visit
our website https://www.jfec.
com/.
To anyone who needs help in
this crisis, please reach out and
let us know at 860-442-8062. We
will be there.
Thank you. Every donor
counts, every dollar counts,
and your generosity will ensure
the Federation remains open
and doing the most good in
these challenging times. Please
consider giving to this critical
fund.
Todah Rabah to you all-- we
are very grateful.
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Anna Vodonos

Obituaries

Groton -- Born on
June 19, 1927 in Minsk,
Belarus, former Soviet
Union, she grew up in
a hostile environment
where
antisemitism,
suppression,
and
severe
scarcity
of
basic means of living were
a part of her everyday life.
In June 1941 at the age
of 14, she was in a summer camp when the Germans invaded
the Soviet Union. Amid the turmoil and the confusion of
the first days of bombing and rapid advances of the German
army, her entire camp was evacuated to a safe zone located about 2000
miles away in the area of the Ural mountains. Separated from her
family, she lost all contact with them not knowing where they were
and who had survived for four excruciating years.  
When the war ended, she returned to Minsk and reunited with her
family that miraculously survived the war. She met and married Misha
Vodonos. He predeceased her June 10, 2018. They had been married
for more 70 years.
In 1992, Anna along with her husband, daughter, and grandson,
immigrated to America and reunited with her son’s family. It
was a difficult decision as they left everything they knew and
possessed behind. Fortunately, upon their arrival in New London, they
were welcomed with generous support from the Jewish Federation
of Eastern CT, Beth El Synagogue and the local community. They
embraced a new life with courage and the desire to succeed.
All her life she was a dedicated daughter, wife, mother, and
grandmother. Her family’s health, safety and prosperity were the
highest priorities of her life.
Anna is survived by her children Leonid Vodonos and Maya
Dermott, three grandchildren Dmitry, Valery, and Irina, and five greatgrandchildren Mark, Brandon, Chloe, Haley and Lilya.
We would like to express our sincere gratitude to the staff of
the Fairview Nursing Home in Groton for their great dedication in
making Anna’s last years of life fulfilling and comfortable.
A private family graveside service was held on Monday, May 4 at
2:00 PM EST at Beth El Cemetery in Groton, CT.

Isidore “Izzy” Schwartz
Niantic - Isidore “Izzy” Schwartz,
loving husband, father, grandfather,
and great-grandfather died peacefully
at his home in Niantic April 29, 2020.
Izzy was born in 1923 in New
York City, where he graduated from
Stuyvesant High School. He served
in the U.S. Army during World War
II, stationed in New Guinea and
other locations in the South Pacific,
and was also part of the occupation
force in Japan after the war. Upon his
return from overseas, he completed
his bachelor’s degree at Long Island
University and began a long and successful career as an accountant.
Dedicated to providing for his family, he retired from his last client at
the age of 95.
He is survived by his beloved wife of 68 years, Joan; three children,
Edward (Susan), Elisa, and Jordana (Matthew); four grandchildren,
Michael (Ester), Scott, Isabelle,, and Leah; and one great-granddaughter,
Eleanor.
Izzy and Joan were long-time residents of Crescent Beach, Niantic,
and were active in town politics. He served on the East Lyme Board
of Finance and on the East Lyme Democratic Town Committee, which
held a Gala celebration in his and Joan’s honor in 2015. Congressman
Joe Courtney, Lt. Governor Nancy Wyman, and other dignitaries, family
and friends who attended honored their hard work and contributions

New video from Barbra Streisand

John E Balchunas

New London - John E. Balchunas,
74, died March 14, 2020, after a
brief illness. Born in New Britain
Feb. 25, 1946, he was the son of the
late Charles E. and Ellen E. (Petrus)
Balchunas.
He grew up in Norwich and was
a graduate of Norwich Free Academy,
class of 1964. He later attended
Silvermine College of Art and also
studied in Florence and Milan, Italy.
He had various jobs, including
working as a model maker at
General Dynamics Electric Boat.
He continued to create artworks
throughout his life.
He truly had the soul of an artist in the heart of a yogi. John will be
missed by his many friends.
When the Jewish Federation of Eastern CT had a literacy program
years ago, John was a faithful and active volunteer going into one of
New London’s elementary schools to read to children at risk in grades
K-4. He also attended the Federation’s Kosher Hot Lunch for awhile
before his health started to fail.
He is survived by his brother, Martin Balchunas, and wife Laurie; as
well as his niece Emily; and nephew Ross.
Funeral services will be held at a later date. The Woyasz & Son
Funeral Home is assisting the family with arrangements.

to the community. He was also
active in the Congregation Beth
El synagogue in New London.
Izzy raised his children
to believe that they could
be anything they wanted
and supported them in their
endeavors. He emphasized the
values of family, good citizenship,
and integrity, modeling them
so well himself. He was proud
of each of his children and
grandchildren and was especially
thrilled to have become a greatgrandfather in February.
Donations in his memory
can be made to the Gelfand
Generations, Inc., a family charity
he co-founded.
The family is especially
grateful to the hospice care
provided in his final days by
Masonicare of CT.
Condolences may be shared
on Mr. Schwartz’s memorial page
at
www.neilanfuneralhome.
com.

By Lior Zaltzman, Kveller
At the close of the 2001
Emmys, less than two months
after the September 11 terrorist
attacks,
our
icon
Barbra
Streisand took the stage wearing
a black velvet dress and spike
heels. As images of flags, wreaths,
and candles were projected on
a screen behind her, she sang
a song that made everyone
in the theater and at home a
little weepy: “You’ll Never Walk
Alone,” from the Rodgers and
Hammerstein musical Carousel.
Now, almost two decades
later, “we face another crisis, but I
think the words [of the song] still
apply,” Streisand wrote on social
media, as she released a new
video for the song. This time, the
video for the tearjerker included
images of Americans on the

frontline of the pandemic: doctors,
ambulance drivers, nurses, delivery
people, firemen, and food pantry and
grocery store workers.
The lyrics of the song — both
Rodgers and Hammerstein, we
should note, are descendants
of German Jews — are all about
strength and solidarity, and include
the heartwarming message that
there is an end to every hardship:
“When you walk through a storm
Hold your head up high
And don’t be afraid of the dark
At the end of the storm
Is a golden sky
And the sweet silver song of a lark.”
At the end of the video, Barbra urges people to donate to Direct
Relief which helps to provide protective gear to frontline workers.
Streisand’s timing couldn’t be more spot-on: On April 10, it was
reported that more New Yorkers died in a single week than on 9/11.
We are losing so many incredible people to Covid-19 every day,
including frontline workers who are putting their lives on the line to
help save lives and keep Americans fed.
Barbra’s message of solidarity, as well as her act charity, are so
important right now. We love you, Babs!
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Israeli Schools and Distance Learning TEDDY WEINBERGER
Introduction: Israeli school buildings have been closed since the
second week of March; Israeli schools, however, have continued to be in
session with the help of distance learning. The following is a critique of
the Ministry of Education’s wholesale adoption of distance learning that
I wrote with Tova Hartman for the Israeli press. Professor Hartman is
Dean of Humanities at Ono Academic College, and I work with her on
her writing for the academy and for various Jewish publications.
***
We all know about the wide gap between the rich and the poor in
Israel, just like in the world’s other advanced economies—where the
gap is at its highest level in decades. As a way of salving our consciences
we like to point to a hallmark of our democracy: public schools. Because
of public schooling, we tell ourselves, any person with intelligence,
gumption, diligence, and persistence can succeed. After all, we reason,
within the confines of a classroom, all are equal.
The coronavirus pandemic has blown all these comforting words to
smithereens. With the Ministry of Education’s use of distance learning,
economic disparity affects our children’s education.
There is much to celebrate in the 72 years of the State of Israel. We
have welcomed hundreds of thousands of immigrants and we have
become a world leader in high tech, and yet we have been as bad as
most of the world in economic disparity. I am not even saying that we
must be a “light unto the nations” here. While we need to aspire to
reduce economic disparity, it might not be realistic for us to lead the

world in economic parity.
These weeks of distance
learning, though, have been a
dagger in my heart. To authorize
and mandate state-wide distance
learning is a cruel joke played
on this country’s poor. So many
assumptions lie behind the
Ministry of Education’s decision
that were it not heartbreaking
it would be funny to think that
they could all be true: That each
child has access to a computer,
that there is a reliable high-speed
internet connection, that there
is a parent around to at least
supervise the on-line time, that
there is a place in the house to sit
and study, that that place will be
quiet.
I know that teachers have
been working hard, and so
I understand why they have
threatened not to abide by any

By Maayan Jaffe-Hoffman, Anna Ahronheim,
Idan Zonshine, Jerusalem Post
The Israel Institute for Biological Research (IIBR) has completed a
groundbreaking scientific development, identifying an antibody that
neutralizes the coronavirus,
SARS-CoV-2, according to
a statement by the Defense
Ministry.
“I am proud of the
Biological Institute staff,
who have made a major
breakthrough,” said Defense
Minister Naftali Bennett on
May 4 after visiting the Ness
Ziona-based lab. “Jewish
creativity and ingenuity
brought about this amazing
achievement.”
This
scientific
breakthrough has three key
parameters: The antibody
is monoclonal, new and
refined, and contains an
exceptionally low proportion of harmful proteins; the institute has
demonstrated the ability of the antibody to neutralize the novel
coronavirus; and the antibody was specifically tested on the aggressive
coronavirus.
“Based on comprehensive scientific publications from around
the globe, it appears that the IIBR is the first institution to achieve
a scientific breakthrough that meets all three of the aforementioned
parameters simultaneously,” the Defense Ministry said in a statement
on behalf of the institute.
IIBR is now working to patent its antibody and secure a contract for
its commercial development. All legal procedures will be coordinated
with the Defense Ministry.
“It should be emphasized that this scientific achievement has the
potential to progress towards a treatment for corona patients, and
that it is not a vaccine for wide use,” the statement continued.
“This is an important milestone, which will be followed by a series
of complex tests and a process of regulatory approvals,” the statement
said. “This being said, the scientists at the institute believe that the
nature of this breakthrough could lead to a shortening of the process,

which could span over several
months.”
Last month, IIBR announced
that it had begun testing a
COVID-19 vaccine prototype
on rodents. The institute was
personally asked by Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
to join the fight against the
pandemic in early February.
The institute is also involved
in plasma collection from people
who have recovered from
being infected with the new
coronavirus, in the hope that this
might help research.
Meanwhile, IIBR and the
small southern town of Yeroham
on May 4 announced they have
big plans to open Israel’s first
vaccine
production
facility,
in partnership with one of
two prospective international
pharmaceutical
companies,
according to a spokesperson for
the Yeroham local council.
The May 4 announcement
came after a meeting Sunday
between the heads of the IIBR,
Yeroham’s local council and
the CEO of an international
pharmaceutical company. A
model was presented that would
allow for the quick establishment
of such a facility, if approved by
the Israeli government.
The facility can reportedly be
built “in the very near future,”
even before IIBR completes full
development and approvals for
its coronavirus vaccine, which it
predicts will be in early 2021.

© 2020, Teddy Weinberger

extension of the school year into the summer
months, but why did teachers not threaten
to refuse to participate in distance learning
unless they were assured that all of their
students could log on?
Approximately 180,000 Israeli families
with children (16% of this total population)
do not have any computers at all. That
statistic alone (without even taking into
consideration any of the other factors, such as
high-speed internet connection) should have been enough to counsel
against the systemic adoption of distance learning.
It has been said that privilege is like the wind at ones back: you only
truly know that you are privileged when you turn around. The distance
learning project of the Ministry of Education has turned us all around.
And the true day of reckoning is coming up: when our children go
back to school. It makes me cry to think of the humiliation awaiting
thousands of children, whose only excuse for not keeping up with their
distance learning is that they are poor.
From almost the first week of this crisis there has been talk of an
“exit strategy” from the coronavirus lockdown. I hope and pray that a
lot of thought has gone into an “entrance strategy” for Israel’s children
as they return to school.

Antibody found that neutralizes coronavirus

According to the model, tens of millions of vaccine units of various
types will be manufactured in Yeroham, which will ensure Israeli selfsufficiency during both regular routine vaccinations and in case of a
pandemic.
While the Yeroham local council plans to provide infrastructure
and manpower and IIBR will provide the research aspect of the deal,
the model still relies on an undecided third partner for international
operations, marketing, and distribution purposes.
Negotiations are currently underway with two of the world’s
largest international pharmaceutical companies, one from India and
the other from the United States. At the same time, in the coming days,
they will turn to the Bill and Melinda Gates Fund, which aims to set
up vaccination facilities around the world to help find a vaccine for
COVID-19.
IIBR is not the only Israeli research team that has shared progress
on efforts to develop a vaccine or treatment for the novel virus.
MigVax, an affiliate of the MIGAL Galilee Research Institute, recently
reported that it is close to completing the first phase of development
of a coronavirus vaccine.
Last week, it secured a $12 million investment from OurCrowd to
accelerate the path to clinical trials. The company told The Jerusalem
Post that it hopes to begin human trials of its oral vaccine as early as
June 1.

ON THE BAY
FOR ALL YOUR
REAL ESTATE NEEDS
Direct: 860-443-4400 Cell: 860-625-5255
Email: Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com
Website: www.CallTheHouseman.com
Blog: C T H ouse M a n.com

16

THE JEWISH LEADER, MAY 8, 2020

Eastern Connecticut’s Automotive Leader for Over 35 Years

THE HOME OF
M AT C H P OW E R P LU S

2019 Cadillac XT4

2019 Chevrolet Equinox

2019 Buick Envision

2019 Hyundai Santa Fe

Thank You!

452 BROAD STREET | NEW LONDON, CT

