Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
Norwich, CT 06360
Permit #329

Serving The Jewish Communities of Eastern Connecticut & Western R.I.

CHANGE SERVICE
REQUESTED

RETURN TO: 28 Channing St., New London, CT 06320

VOL. XLVI NO. 4

PUBLISHED BI-WEEKLY

FEBRUARY 21 2020/26 SHEVAT 5780

NEXT DEADLINE FEB. 28, 2020

16 PAGES

HOW TO REACH US - PHONE 860-442-8062 • FAX 860-540-1475 • EMAIL MIMI@JFEC.COM • BY MAIL: 28 CHANNING STREET, NEW LONDON, CT 06320

Welcome Carly!
The Jewish Federation of Eastern CT welcomes our new Community Services Coordinator, Carly Luft. Carly hit the ground running and
already is managing casework and the kosher senior lunches. Here’s a
little about her:
I am the granddaughter of Holocaust survivors. After their liberation, my grandparents Sonia and Robert were left with little but their
resilience, kindness, and faith. They used those gifts to build a Jewish home in Queens and impart a legacy of Tikkun Olam to their three
sons, their children, and their children’s children. That legacy, and a
deep sense of Jewish identity.
From the time I was a child, Yiddishkeit flowed in my home, and
High Holy Days, Pesach, and Chanukah were welcomed with joy and
warmth. My parents gave me a firm foundation of what it meant to be
a good Jew. They taught me empathy, humility, and to always fight for
those less fortunate. In 2012, I spent half a year working in hospitality
in Israel and my connection to the my people grew deeper. It was like
everyone sang the same song. I loved working in a close-knit team and
learning new things every day.
I am delighted to use the strength of my character and the skills
from my diverse experiences to help my community members find joy,

Final details for #GOTBAuschwitz

significance, and meaningful connections by creating vibrant Jewish life. When I think of my path
to today, all roads have pointed
me here, to this Federation,
where I am so excited to make a
difference.

Bringing a smile to lunch goers
The Jewish Federation surprised seniors with gift bags at the Kosher Hot Lunch at Temple Emanu-El, on
Monday, Feb. 10. The luncheon and activities take place every Monday, except holidays, at 12:30. The
JFEC and TVCCA sponsor the luncheons for a suggested donation of $3 per person for people 62 or older.
See page 4 for upcoming Senior activities.

By Marcia Reinhard, JFEC Ass’t Director
It’s hard to believe but our #Get on the Bus‑Auschwitz trip to the
Museum of Jewish Heritage is less than six weeks away on Sunday,
March 29. Since making our arrangements, a few things have changed.
Fasten your seat belts, ‘cause here we go!
First, in our initial information, we told you lunch would be
on your own. Since then, we got a deal from Katz’s Deli wherein we
can all go there together first. The bus will drop us at Katz’s, pick us
up when we are done and bring us to the museum. The federation will
front the cost for the lunch, but everyone should bring $20 in cash
or check to give to Carin that day to cover a special soup to nuts lunch
that will be prepared for the group. So the idea that “lunch is on your
own” is still true. We are just all going there together.
Second, per the Museum of Jewish Heritage’s rules for groups,
we must pay them in full a month in advance. We will be paying
them on Friday, February 28 for everyone who has paid us in full.
We currently have 40 people attending. If you have registered for this
trip but have not yet sent in a check or called Mimi with a credit card,
please do so before next Friday, Feb. 28. The cost of the trip is $75.
This includes the bus, tour and snack for the ride home.
Lastly, we will need to meet at Town Fair Tire in the New London
Shopping Center near Staples in New London at 7:45am and depart
by 8am (note earlier departure time). The shopping center address is
282 South Frontage Rd, New London. Our reservation at Katz’s Deli
is for 11am. If we arrive after 11:15, they will give away our table. We
have spoken with the bus company and they strongly recommend we
leave by 8am. Even though it is a Sunday and we are hoping for light
traffic, we still have to go across town since the bus cannot drive on
the FDR. Please arrive promptly at 7:45am at the Town Fair Tire as
mentioned above.
If you have any questions, please reach out to Mimi or Marcia at
860-442-8062 or email us at mimi@jfec.com and mreinhard@jfec.
com. There are still a few seats left on the bus but don’t wait until the
last minute or you could be disappointed. Call today. It should be an
awesome trip!! See you then!

Rosa Goldblatt brings the Holocaust to life
By Jennifer Zettler, JCHS Director
On Monday, February 10, students at the Jewish
Community High School had the honor of meeting
Rosa Goldblatt, the daughter of Henry Drobiarz, a
survivor of the Holocaust. Mrs. Goldblatt spent the
evening sharing her father’s remarkable story, beginning with his childhood in Poland and his family’s
fate during the war. She then discussed his experiences in Dachau and several forced labor camps during the Holocaust, and ended her presentation with
the story of her father’s eventual settlement in Eastern Connecticut and marriage to her mother, who
was also a survivor of the war.
Mrs. Goldblatt is an engaging and warm speaker
- she made her father’s life real to all of us and encouraged the students to ask questions about his

experiences and to study her collection of photos
and documents from his life. The JCHS teens were
joined by Rabbi Marc Ekstrand, Rabbi Ken Alter, 8th
grade students from Temple Emanu-El Religious
School, and parents.
As the new Director of the Jewish Community
High School, it was my honor to be part of this evening and to see the engagement our students had
with Mrs. Goldblatt. In fact, this event was organized at the behest of Ellanora Lerner, a 12th grade
JCHS student. She was helped by Tammy Kaye, JFEC
Program Coordinator for Holocaust Education and
the Encountering Survivors Program and by Rebecca Reinhard, former JCHS Director. Thank you to
Tammy, Ellanora, and Rebecca for organizing this
meaningful evening.

Most importantly, thank you so much, Rosa Goldblatt, for being
willing to come to JCHS to share the details of your family’s story so
that all of us make sure we never forget.
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#JFEC PROGRAM DATES
Date

Event

Thurs. March 5 - See pg. 10 Auschwitz: The Mechanics
of Murder presented by
American Society for Yad
Vashem
Sun. March 22

Jewish Community
Engagement Summit (see
page 7)

Sun. March 29

#Get on the Bus - Auschwitz
- see ad on page 11 -- Bus is
filling up -- call today

Sun. April 19

Community Yom Hashoah
Observance

Tues. April 28

Yom Hazikaron/Yom
Haatzmaut – Israel Remembrance Day/Israel
Independence Day

Wed. May 20

Active Shooter Training by
the FBI sponsored by the
JFEC

Mon. June 1

Tzofim Caravan (Israeli
Scouts)

Mark your calendars and stay tuned for
more information as it becomes available.

Candle Lighting for Eastern CT area
Friday, Feb 21
Friday, Feb 28
Friday, Mar 6
Friday, Mar 13

•
•
•
•

5:11 pm
5:19 pm
5:28 pm
6:35 pm
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Technology & your first amendment
rights, how do they connect?

Stories of Resilience opens at
Lyman Allyn Museum

Congregation Beth El invites you to
learn the answer to the question in the
above headline by coming to hear the
2020 Weiner-Tom Lecturer Ben Wiz‑
ner on Sunday, April 26 at 7:30 PM.
Wizner currently directs the ACLU’s
Project on Speech, Privacy and Technology which is dedicated to protecting
and expanding the First Amendment
freedoms of expression, association,
and inquiry; expanding the right to
privacy and increasing the control that
individuals have over their personal information; and ensuring that civil liberties are enhanced rather than
compromised by new advances in science and technology. The project
is currently working on a variety of issues, including political protest,
freedom of expression online, privacy of electronic information, journalists’ rights, scientific freedom, and openness in the courts.
Each of these issues alone would provide ample material for a lecture. How do they effect you?
Prior to the lecture, you are invited to personally meet and speak
with Mr. Wizner at a private dinner reception and discussion ($180
pp) which will be followed by his public lecture ($20) at Mitchell College in the Weller Center. This lecture is made possible through the

Also specializing in:
Contact Lenses, Learning Challenges, ADD, ADHD, Autism
Located at Pearle Vision | Waterford Commons, Waterford, CT

Talk by Ben Wizner, Director
of ACLU’s Project on Speech, Privacy and Technology sponsored
by Congregation Beth El and the
Weiner-Tom Endowment
•
Sunday, April 26, 2020
•
Mitchell College, Weller
Center
•
7:30 pm
•
$20 per person
For more information about
the private dinner event, please
call the Beth El office, (860)4420418.

OUR SECOND ANNUAL SOUP’S ON FOR THE
tZDEdZ͘^dZd/E'dϲ͗ϬϬƉŵ͘KhZ
^,Z,<sK>hEdZ^t/>>
WZKs//E'EZZzK&^KhW^ĂŶĚ^>^
&KZ^Zs/^͘

Passover – it’s never too
early to plan

ROUTINE, FUNCTIONAL &
HOLISTIC VISION CARE

Details at a glance

&Z/zE/',d^Zs/^DZ,ϲƚŚ͕ϮϬϮϬĂƚϳ͗ϯϬƉŵ͘

Thank you Lyman Allyn Museum Executive Director Sam Quiqley (l)
for hosting JFEC ‘Stories of Resilience: Encountering Racism’ exhibit.
There is some excellent information on display until April 11. See ad
on page 2 for additional information. Also pictured is JFEC Executive
and Assistant Directors Carin Savel and Marcia Reinhard.

Beth Jacob Synagogue will once again be hosting a seder the first
night of Passover on Wednesday night, April 8 at 6:30 p.m., preceded
by a service at 6 p.m.
We will be using a new Haggadah with a major Jewish publisher
that links the Passover holiday to ecology/environment in a way that
will be very different and unique. We promise that this seder will honestly promote as a singular experience - and will be marketed as part
of the traditional seder.
We invite everyone in the community to share with family and
friends an exciting seder led by Rav Julius, with full interactive participation by everyone attending.
Please save the date. The menu and cost will follow shortly. We look
forward to welcoming members, their families and friends. Please call
Beth Jacob Synagogue (860) 886-2459 or Arlene Dressler at (860)
537-1505 with any questions. Additional information will follow.

Weiner-Tom Lecture Series.
The public is welcome.
Ben Wizner is a graduate of
Harvard College and New York
University School of Law. He was
a law clerk to the Hon. Stephen
Reinhardt of the U.S., Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.
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Senior Offerings

Reservations are necessary for all events. When making your reservation, let us know if you need a ride. Reservations can be
made by calling Carly at 860-444-6333x112. If Beth is
not available, leave a voice mail message, she’ll check them the
following business day.
Upcoming Winter Luncheon Trips
Wednesday, March 18, 2020, Luncheon at Lenny and Joe’s Fishtale in Westbrook followed by Outlet shopping at the Outlets in Westbrook (car permitting). Cost $6/9 is for transportation only.
Wednesday, June 24, 2020, Luncheon at Steak Loft in Mystic. Cost
$5/8 is for transportation only.

Upcoming shows
Wednesday, April 29, 2020, “The Great Gatsby” at Ivoryton
Playhouse. Jay Gatsby, a self-made millionaire, passionately pursues
the elusive Daisy Buchanan. Nick Carraway, a young newcomer to
Long Island, is drawn into their world of obsession, greed and danger.
A beautifully crafted interpretation of the 1925 novel which defined
the Jazz Age. Simon Levy’s play captures the breathtaking glamour
and decadent excess of the 1920’s. Cost $54/57. Lunch on your own
at Luigi’s.
Wednesday, May 13, 2020, “South Pacific” at Goodspeed. On
a lush tropical island during World War II, battles of the heart are
center stage in the Goodspeed premiere of the Rodgers and Hammerstein classic. Lovestruck nurse Nellie Forbush falls for a French
planter. Lieutenant
Joe Cable is drawn
to a native girl. In an
exotic world of risk
and romance, prejudice clouds their potential paradise. Be
swept away by twin
love stories and a
rapturous score that
includes “Some Enchanted Evening,” “I’m Gonna Wash That Man Right
Outta My Hair,” “Bali Ha’i”, and more. Cost $64/67. Lunch on your own
at Parthenon Diner.
Wednesday, June 10, 2020, “A Little Quickie” at Newport Play‑
house. Only one thing stands between comedy duo Steve & Allen
and stardom – Allen’s one-night stand with Steve’s wife! It’s up to the
duo’s flashy manager to cover up the affair or all of their careers are
ruined. Spicy stand-up comedy routines provide a hilarious running
commentary throughout this wickedly funny farce. “Wild, wacky and
wickedly funny” – American Theatre Web. Cost $66/69 All-inclusive
and includes servers tip.
Wednesday, July 1, 2020, “Flashdance” The Musical at Ivoryton
Playhouse. Dance like you’ve never danced before! Flashdance: The
Musical tells the inspiring and unforgettable story of 18 year old Alex,
a welder by
day and ‘flashdancer’ by night,
who
dreams
of becoming a
professional
dancer. When
a
romance
cmplicates her
ambitions, she
harnesses it to
drive her dreams. Based on the Paramount Pictures film, Flashdance
boasts an iconioc score and pop hits including “Maniac,” “Gloria,” “I
Love Rock ‘n Roll,” and the sensational title track “Flashdance…What a
Feeling.” Cost $54/57. Lunch on your own at Zhang’s or Pizza Works.
Wednesday, July 29, 2020. “Anne of Green Gables” at Good‑
speed. Anne Shirley just arrived on Prince Edward Island and she’s

February 2020 Senior Events
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

Reservations
required.
Please call
Carly @ (860)
444-6333

All Kosher
Hot Lunches
(KHL) begin
@ 12:30.

Suggested
donation is
$3.00.

2

3 KHL
Cheese
Ravioli

4

5

6 Call Carly by

7

8

10 KHL
Meatloaf

11

13

14

15

16

17 NO KHL
Presidents
Day

18

12
Mohegan
Sun Buffet
Cost $5/8
19

20 Call Carly
by 10 AM to
reserve for 2/24

21

22

23

24 KHL
Tuna
Grinders

25

26

27 Call Carly
by 10 AM to
reserve for 3/2

28

29

10 AM to
reserve for 2/10

Bingo

9

Yiddish Lotto

Craft day
with Carly

creating quite a stir. Adopted by
siblings Marilla and Matthew
Cuthbert, Anne is feisty, smart
and eager to find her own place
in the world. But is the world
ready for her? Fall in love with
the endearing redhead of the
classic novel, now reimagined as
a vibrant folk-rock musical for all
generations. With bold choreography, witty humor and a revolutionary spirit, this is Green gables
as you’ve never seen it before.
Cost $64/67. Lunch on your own
at Dock 11. Plus more fabulus
trips are being planned for late
Summer and Fall.

Stuff you need to know about
our trips
Our ticket policy requires that
a $25 non-refundable deposit accompany your reservation. These
deposits MUST go through Beth.
Just writing down your name will
no longer be sufficient or accepted. Please make sure your phone
number is provided so we can
call you with a pickup time for
the event.
A trip MUST have at least 4
persons per car to happen. If
there is an outing in which you
are interested, make sure you
get to go by asking a few friends
to join us. Our policy has always
been “the more the merrier”.
Payment in full is required
three (3) weeks prior to the
event. You will be notified that
your final payment is due, either
by mail or a phone call. If there
is no response, then your ticket
will be forfeit. If at the last moment you are unable to attend
a performance, the responsibility for your ticket rests with you.
If we have a wait list we will be

happy to make a call. Because we
have already paid for your ticket
we are unable to refund your
money or put it toward another
show. This policy will be firmly
enforced.
Carly’s Schedule – Please call
Carly at 860-444-6333, Monday and Tuesday from 9:00 AM
to 4:30 PM and Thursdays from

9:00 AM to 2:00 PM for all reservations or questions regarding
senior services. We MUST call
in our meal counts the week before the luncheon by 10:00 AM
on Thursday, so PLEASE make
your reservation by the Thursday
morning prior to the KHL to ensure your spot and enough food.

Six Hebrew words that don’t
directly translate to English

By Joanna C. Valente, Kveller
I love words. I’m a writer, so I kind of have to. So, I get really excited when I learn new words and phrases, especially phrases from
other languages that don’t perfectly translate into English. Recently,
Thought Catalog made a list of some Hebrew words that don’t have a
direct translation. Here are six of my favorite and most bizarre:
1. Ani meta alecha
A very dramatic way of saying how deeply something affects you,
such as saying “I’m dying” when something is very funny to you. It can
also be translated as “I die for you,” which is a way to express how
much you love someone.
2. Neshama
It is often used as a term of endearment but means “soul.” So if
someone calls you “my soul,” it implies that you’re so integral to their
lives, you are a part of them.
3. L’ecole sratim
It roughly translates as “to eat movies,” but is used conversationally
when someone is attracted to drama, and makes a big deal out of nothing, or causes trouble.
4. Go’al nefesh
The first word means “revulsion,” while the second means “soul.”
So, basically, you’re so repulsed, you feel it in your soul. Pretty serious.
5. La’asot chaim
You say this when someone is about to do something exciting, as it
means “to do or make life.”
6. Sof ha’olam smola
This is what you say when a destination is in the middle of nowhere–the direction translation is “at the end of the world, turn left.”

Everyone counts: We are counting on you!
Here in Eastern Connecticut the JFEC works to
support, sustain and revitalize Jewish life. But we
can’t do it without you. Send in your donation today.
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Schedule of Events

By

Artie
Dean
Condemning Violence

By Artie Dean
This past month we marked the 75th anniversary of the liberation
of the Auschwitz Concentration Camp. On television we saw images of
the ceremony in Jerusalem. Elderly survivors gathered to honor the
memory of those who perished.
My own family history is intimately tied to the horrors of the Holocaust. My parents were teenagers in Vienna, Austria when the Nazi
insanity forever changed the face of European Jewry. They escaped to
England in 1938 only by the luck of the draw, having both been chosen
for the Kindertransport that evacuated Jewish children to London. Miraculously, years later, they met in New York, married and brought me
and my younger sister into the world.
My childhood as a first generation American living in New York
City held constant reminders of the Shoah. My Orthodox Synagogue
in Washington Heights was filled with survivors, speaking in Yiddish,
their English decidedly a second language. In warmer months their
short shirt sleeves revealed the Concentration Camp numbers tattooed on their arms. All my friends back then had stories of their family’s perilous escape to the “Golden Medina.”
Gradually my parents filled in the story of our family history. I
learned of the aunts and uncles and grandparents that they never got
to know. I saw them light Yahrzeit candles for those that perished. The
lament “Never again,” was fresh in my mind, the Holocaust never far
from my thoughts.
My father used to caution against my assimilation towards all
things American. “Don’t think it can’t happen here,” he would say. I
would scoff, think my father old-fashioned and a bit paranoid. Fast forward 50 years. In light of the rise of anti-Semitic attacks in this country
I admit I am a bit rattled. The Jersey City attacks are just the latest. It
must remind us that even in a nation dedicated to freedom of worship
lethal weapons in the hands of hateful people are supremely dangerous.
There is a dark side to human nature that will never be fully vanquished, even here in America, where freedom of worship and the pursuit of happiness is written into our Bill of Rights. We must preserve
the memory of those who perished in the Holocaust, even while we
struggle against the blind hatred some harbor for our way of life.
Whenever I travel to Europe I try to attend a Friday night or Shabbat service in a foreign city. Usually I am met at the door by an undercover guard, often with an Israeli accent. They ask for my passport,
interrogate me briefly about my reason for attending services. They
want to know where I am from, what my motives are. One guard in

Energy Saving Windows & Doors!

Friday, April 24 - 6 p.m.

The 3rd Annual Hadassah
Henny Simon Remembrance
presents

Special HADASSAH SHABBAT
Community Dinner
Beth Jacob Synagogue,
Norwich

Friday, April 24 Monday, April 27, 2020

Sunday, April 26 - 2 p.m.
Academy Award nominated film
“ALL JEWS OUT”
Slater Memorial Auditorium
Norwich Free Academy, Norwich

Images of
Intolerance

A special weekend featuring
Emanuel Aronson Rund

Monday, April 27 - 7 p.m.
3rd ANNUAL
HENNY SIMON REMEMBRANCE
featuring Emanuel Aronson Rund
Music, Essay and Art Contests
Temple Emanu-El, Waterford
With the support and sponsorship of the Rose and Sigmund
Strochlitz Holocaust Resource Center

Holocaust filmmaker, journalist, social activist.

Amsterdam even asked me if
I knew what the parsha of the
week was. Whether we are at that
point here in our more isolated
oasis in New London I can’t say.
But it does seem we must reassess our safety and remain ever
vigilant against those who mean
to do us harm.

ORDER FACTORY DIRECT!

Vinyl Replacement & New Construction Windows
Storm Windows & Commercial Aluminum
Professional Installation Available

860.848.9258
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE

www.alltimemfg.com

Chuck and Romana Primus, Owners

~ Duralite warm edge spacer stays warmer and keeps you cozy.
~ When you’re cozy you save energy and money!
~ Saving energy is also good for the environment.
~ Stay comfortable and keep moisture out.
~ Duralite glass space is the best in the
industry!

Come in! We’d like to meet you!
Since 1946

475 Broad St., New London CT • 860-443-CITY
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3rd Annual Henny Simon Rembrance

“IMAGES OF INTOLERANCE” featuring
Emanuel Aronson Rund - Holocaust filmmaker, journalist
By Sheila Horvitz
The Eastern Connecticut Chapter
of Hadassah will present The 3rd
ANNUAL HENNY SIMON REMEMBRANCE - “Images of Intolerance” -in
a series of events from Friday, April
24 - Monday, April 27, featuring
noted Holocaust filmmaker, journalist and social activist, Emanuel Ar‑
onson Rund. The Henny Simon Remembrance was inaugurated three
years ago after the tragic death of
Holocaust survivor Henny Simon, to
honor her courage, grace and humanity as she shared her story wit scores of citizens, young and old. With
the 3rd ANNUAL HENNY SIMON REMEMBRANCE events, Hadassah
strives to enlighten and educate through the art of film and to continue
Simon’s legacy of teaching peace, tolerance and justice in a troubled
world.
The Rose and Sigmund Strochlitz Holocaust Resource Center of the
Jewish Federation of Eastern Connecticut is a supporter and sponsor
of this year’s programs.
All events are free and open to all in the community with the
exception of the Friday evening dinner at Beth Jacob Synagogue.
On Friday, April 24, at 6 pm. Beth Jacob Synagogue of Norwich
will host a special Hadassah Shabbat Dinner and Service, welcoming
Mr. Rund to the community. There will be a $15 per person charge for
the Shabbat Dinner, with RSVP to sshesq@yahoo.com; 860-884-8945,
by April 20.
On Sunday, April 26, at 2:00 p.m. there will be a showing of Mr.
Rund’s Academy Award nominated documentary “All Jews Out” at
the Slater Memorial Auditorium on the campus of Norwich Free Acad-

emy in Norwich. This film chronicles the trauma and impact of the
Holocaust on the lives of survivors in a German town.
On Monday, April 27, at 7
p.m., the 3rd Annual Remembrance Event will feature “A Con‑
versation with Mr. Rund”, music
and the Essay and Art Contest
awards. Area high school students will be submitting essays
with their insights on what we
have learned from the Holocaust
and how we can apply that to
today’s world. Art contest submissions must be titled with a
description of how the artwork
relates to this theme. Entrants
can submit all forms of art including the written word, performance art, film, photography,
drawing, painting, sculpture and
graphic art.
The Henny Simon Remembrance Committee Members include Chapter President Karen
Bloustine, Carol Curland, Judith
Deglin, Roz Etra, Rosa Goldblatt,
Donna Goldman, Sheila Horvitz,
Tammy Kaye, Susan Lorinsky,
Karen Rosenberg, Leslie Spees,
Gail Weber, Vivian Zoë.

Annual Brotherhood ‘Italian Nite’ Dinner

Pasta, Eggplant parmesan. homemade sauce, salad, and bread,
freshly made and served by the Temple Brotherhood

Sunday, March 15, 5:00 PM
Social Hall @ Temple Emanu-El

$20 per Person*** $35 Couple*** $40 for Family

Advance RSVP Discount -$15 per Person ** $30 Couple ** $ 35 Family
RSVP for planning by March 8
Early reservations are discounted and appreciated.

Call Temple Emanu-El at 443-3005 to make reservations.

For those attending, we will be conducting a 50/50 raffle.

Blowing out the candles are Norm Berman (President Emeritus) and
Paula Bell (President)

Preservation Society
celebrates 10 years
By Norman Berman & Martin Drobiarz
On Sunday, January 26, Temple Beth Israel Preservation Society celebrated its 10th anniversary. Temple Beth Israel in Danielson, CT was
built in the 1950’s by the local Jewish community composed of local
Jewish residents and Jewish immigrants who were survivors of the
Holocaust. Help with the financing came from the surrounding towns’
business community.
Ten years ago, the congregation was in serious decline and the
building at risk of falling into disuse and disrepair. A group of children
of the founders of the congregation secured the deed to the Temple,
incorporated the Preservation Society and undertook to preserve
the building and its unique history and role in the Jewish heritage of
Northeastern Connecticut. In ten short years, the Preservation Society
secured grants, performed major repairs, mobilized major fundraising
efforts and achieved listing of the building on the State and National
Registers of Historic Places.
To top things off, the Society inspired the creation of a documentary film – A House Built by Hope - which tells the story of the founders,
their arrival in Connecticut and the building of Temple Beth Israel. The
world premiere took place on October 12, 2019.
Current President, Paula Bell said, our documentary wouldn’t exist
without the brilliance, persistence, and perseverance of so many people and recognized Elsie Fetterman, Jim Lescault of Amherst Media,
The Deborah Avery Putnam Chapter of the Daughters of the American
Revolution (Plainfield, CT), Fetterman Associates of California, twenty
six individuals who were interviewed (many who were present), Connor Rosenberg and Robyn Engel who did the initial rounds of interviews, the first two presidents of Temple Beth Israel Preservation Society, Joel Rosenberg and Norman Berman, and all of those of blessed
memory who came before. “It is their story. It is a story of community.
It is a story of triumph. It is our story. Today we celebrate the past,
present, and future! Happy 10th Birthday Temple Beth Israel Preservation Society!”
Paula thanked all of the active service members as well as the veterans in attendance. Some of the Temple Beth Israel founders fought
in both World Wars. Paula also thanked clergy and members of faith
communities of the Quiet Corner, RI and MA in attendance and a big
thank you to everyone who came - many children of the founders of
the Temple and their close friends.,
Temple Beth Israel Preservation Society went from an idea to a
vibrant reality in ten short years. Guests were treated to a showing
of the film, followed by a panel discussion by children of the founders who talked about their experiences growing up in this community.
This was a sweet celebration of the past, present and future.
Visit our website at www.templebethisraelct.org
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Jewish camp for young adults expands...registration now open for 2020
Four-day, three-night all-inclusive getaways offer
the fun of immersive, inclusive Jewish camp experience
Trybal Gatherings (www.trybalgatherings.com), which runs fourday, three-night all-inclusive getaways at Jewish summer camps across
the county for young Jewish adults in their 20s and 30s, today announced expanding their program into the Southeast. The Gatherings
are also open to non-Jewish partners and friends who want to explore
Jewish community. Registration for Gatherings is now open, with a discounted Early Bird special available until March 31. Trybal Gatherings’
Southeast weekend is May 14-17 at URJ Camp Coleman, Georgia.
“We are thrilled to engage young adults in the Southeast and to
bring them back to a summer camp experience—some returning after years and some coming for the first time,” says Carine Warsawski,
founder of Trybal Gatherings. “The Gatherings are a hit with young
adults who want uninterrupted time with friends and the chance to
meet new people. Whether it’s through tie-dye or s’mores, now more
people can find ways to connect to Jewish community.”
A feature in the New York Times chronicled how the multi-day
events seamlessly blend nostalgia, reimagined Jewish camp experiences, and mainstream young adult activities. As the Times noted,
Trybal attracts a unique “mix of die-hard camp people reliving their
glory days, once-homesick campers redoing their awkward years, and
first-timers wondering what all the fuss is about.”
Each camp weekend includes both classic and reimagined camp
activities for adults, such as color war, silent disco, archery, kombucha

Please join us when author

brewing, campfire storytelling,
and inclusive and informal Shabbat experiences. All meals, lodging, and an open bar are included.
“The Southeast is thrilled that
Trybal Gatherings will be coming
in the spring,” said Eric Robbins,
President and CEO of the Jewish
Federation of Greater Atlanta.
“We know there is tremendous
excitement for this program and
the Jewish Federation of Greater
Atlanta looks forward to being a
partner. I hope I can go too!”
More than 500 young adults
have “gone back to camp” with
Trybal Gatherings in Los Angeles,
the Berkshires, and Wisconsin.
The top five camp experiences, as
ranked by campers, are Campfire
Storytelling; Color War; Shabbat;
the Bar Mitzvah Dance Party, and
Havdallah. In a recent survey,
95% of campers said they would
recommend Trybal to a friend.
“For this rapidly changing

BARBARA KRASNOFF

arrives from Brooklyn
to discuss her latest book!
Sunday March 8 from 2-4 pm
East Lyme Room of the East
Lyme Public Library
39 Society Road, Niantic, CT
This epic tale of the supernatural follows
two families from the turn of the 20th
Century through the terrors of the
Holocaust and ultimately to the wonders
of a future they never could have
imagined. The History of Soul 2065

Light refreshments will be offered
Sponsored by Eastern CT
Chapter of Hadassah and
East Lyme Public Library

encompasses accounts of sorcery,
ghosts, time travel, virtual reality, alien
contact, and elemental confrontations
between good and evil. Understated and
epic, cathartic and bittersweet, the twenty
connected stories in Nebula Award
finalist Barbara Krasnoff’s debut form a
mosaic narrative even greater than its
finely crafted parts (from the Amazon
Review).

“This is storytelling at the top of the heap.”
—Jane Yolen, winner of the World Fantasy Award for
lifetime achievement
“Krasnoff ’s multigenerational, phantasmagoric saga
kept me turning the pages at a rapid pace”
—James Morrow, World Fantasy Award winner

Everyone is invited to attend, meet the author, and learn more about Jewish Magical Realism. Even if you
have not read the book, it will be an entertaining and educational afternoon. Light refreshments will be
served. Please call the East Lyme Library for more information and to register for the event.
The link for registration is: https://tara-borden.squarespace.com/program-registration. The phone number
is (860) 739-6926.

world, we now define Jewish camp as year-round and lifelong,” adds
Jeremy J. Fingerman, CEO, Foundation for Jewish Camp. “Trybal creates the excitement and camaraderie of Jewish camp - beyond the
summer and beyond youth – in an authentic, fun and meaningful way.”
For many, Trybal Gatherings is an entry point for other Jewish life
experiences.
“As someone who is somewhat disconnected from the Jewish community, this was an amazing experience. Most of my friends now are
not Jewish, and while I am very proud of my identity, it is not something I seek in my daily life. Being able to connect with people in a nonpressure environment (aka synagogue), and come out of it with a ton
new friends that will reel me back into doing Shabbat, etc., was more
than I could have asked for,” said Gal Zilberberg, Berkshires camper.
Early Bird registration for young adult camps is $525 and up. Regular registration is $599 and up. Trybal Gatherings encourages early
sign up to secure your spot as many of our programs do sell out.
Trybal Gatherings community partners include JCC Manhattan, JUF,
The Jewish Community Foundation of Greater Los Angeles, Atlanta
Federation, HUC-JIR and OneTable. Other product sponsors include
JSwipe, Samuel Adams, CLIF Bar, The Fat Jewish, Tito’s Vodka, The
Matzo Project, and Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf.
###

Trybal Gatherings hosts all-inclusive getaways for Jewish young
adults in their 20s/30s. Trybal is hosting four Jewish Summer Camp
for Adults weekends throughout summer 2020. These 4-day, 3-night
getaways include all meals, lodging, open bar, color war, ropes courses,
a bar-mitzvah themed dance party, informal Shabbat experiences, and
over 70 classic and out-of-the-box camp activities. We provide a “safe
space” to experiment with living Jewishly and to reimagine what living
as part of a vibrant Jewish community might look like in adulthood,
while disconnecting from the real world.

Jewish Community
Engagement Summit
Join us for a day of skill building
and professional development

The registration for a regional Jewish Community Engagement
Summit is now open. The Summit is being presented through a partnership of the Federation for Jewish Philanthropy of Upper Fairfield
County and the Jewish Federation of Northeast New York. It is aimed
at congregations, federations, and other Jewish lay leaders and staff.
The summit will look to provide insight, information, and inspiration on some of the vital questions of how we can take part and sustain
our engagement with an ever changing and ever diverse Jewish community.
The one-day summit will run from 12 noon to 5:30 pm on Sun‑
day, March 22, and will be held at Temple Israel, 14 Coleytown Rd.
in Westport, CT.
The Jewish Federations of North America has provided significant
sponsorship assistance. A wonderful list of speakers, including keynotes and breakout sessions to be held throughout the day and is being curated with the assistance of our partners.
Early bird registration ends March 12 and is $36/pp. After
March 12 registration is $40/pp and walk-ins are $45/pp. Lunch will
be provided and Dietary Laws observed. Contact 860-442-8062 or
mimi@jfec.com to register.

The Jewish Leader needs your help...
Subscriptions have gone out... without your response we cannot
meet our financial obligations... PLEASE SEND your subscription
in as soon as possible... THANKS for your help.
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The story is... the weather

By Edgar Asher, Ashernet
For most countries in the world, the weather in the
past half year has been a central news item. There are
few people who have not heard about the term ‘global
warming’. Extreme weather, from devastating uncontrollable forest fires in Australia and Brazil, to serious
concern over melting ice caps and glaciers in both the
north and south poles are familiar news.
This winter in Israel there has been more rain than
usual, although the weather has been relatively mild.
The rainfall, together with snow on the Golan has meant
that Israel’s main natural water source, the Sea of Galilee, has slowly, but surely been filling up. As of today,

the lake is only one meter below its maximum capacity. According to meteorologists this shortfall is
expected to be made up before the end of the winter
season. If the lake becomes full, the Degania dam,
at its southern end, will be opened to allow surplus
water to flow into the River Jordan. The last time
the dam was fully opened was in May 2013.
Colder than normal temperatures have affected
most of Israel this winter, even down to Eilat on
the Red Sea. However, in the past few weeks the
weather has improved considerably, and Israelis and visitors have begun again to populate the
beaches and enjoy water sports.
The interesting question is how
much is global warming going to affect the eastern Mediterranean? Israeli
scientists have made sure that there A surfer
enjoying the wave
s off the Tel Aviv co
is no problem creating water from many da
ast following
ys of storms and lo
cal flooding.
desalinization plants, and even from
the air. However there seems to be a
trend that the winters will be milder
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and of course no
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Learning together
By Edgar Asher, Ashernet
One of the last official duties undertaken by President Reuven Rivlin before making an official visit to Australia was to participate in the national Bible
study program – 929 Bible Together.
Known in Hebrew as ‘929 Tanakh B’yachad’, it is a project for learning one
chapter of the Tanakh (Old Testament) each day, except on a Friday and Saturday. The name ‘929’ refers to the total number of chapters in the Tanakh.
The project, which was begun by the Ministry of Education, began on December 21, 2014. The first cycle was completed on April 18, 2018, coinciding
with Israel’s 70th Independence Day.
The first cycle of the project was conducted in Hebrew only. However, the
second cycle, which began on July 15, 2018, will also be available in English.
This second cycle will conclude on February 2, 2022.
The concept of regular Bible study follows on the success of the international project to study a page of ‘gemara’ each day. This component of the Talmud
study program is coordinated around the world and has already completed
several cycles. © ASHERNET

President Reuven Rivlin participating in a national Bible study program.

Hadassah Foundation Awards $330,000

The Hadassah Foundation, a nonprofit organization
that awards grants to social change programs that empower women and girls in Israel and the United States,
is pleased to announce $330,000 in new grants. The
recipients are six organizations in Israel that increase
opportunities for women and girls of all backgrounds to
obtain and advance in decision-making positions.
Co-Chair of The Hadassah Foundation Israel Grants
Committee Diane Sigel exclaims: “The expertise and
ingenuity reflected in this year’s Israel grant recipients
is remarkable. They are combatting complex, systemic
issues. Because of organizations like these and the programs The Hadassah Foundation is funding, there is
significant promise that there will be greater gender
equality in Israel’s future.”
The two-year grants range from $40,000 to $70,000.
The supported initiatives enable women and girls to:
advance in positions of leadership, break glass ceilings,
increase their political involvement, and eliminate religious barriers that create unequal playing fields.
“This year, the grantee organizations include a few
shared-society models that reach diverse groups of
women,” says Tracey Spiegelman, Co-Chair of The Hadassah Foundation Israel Grants Committee. “The fact
that some of these organizations represent and work
with both Jewish and Arab women is not only a component of their work, it is what the organization leaders
and The Hadassah Foundation Board know will create
impact and societal change for all citizens of Israel.”
The 2020 Israel Grant Recipients:
AJEEC-NISPED is a team of Jews and Arabs working
together to promote socio-economic development and
peace building among communities in transition. Funds

support the Taliyah Gap Year Program for young Arab
women in the Negev Bedouin community. The Taliyah
Program provides participants with the skills and support
to break glass ceilings as some of the first women in their
community to hold advanced degrees and professional careers outside their homes.
Association of Rape Crisis Centers in Israel (ARCCI)
is the national umbrella organization for Israel’s network
of rape crisis centers that advocates on behalf of policies
and practices that promote women’s safety. Funds underwrite the pilot initiative to combat sexual harassment in
academia, which often prevents women from advancing
tin the field. ARCCI will conduct research and implement
university-wide policies to prevent and regulate instances
of sexual harassment in academic settings.
Jasmine promotes the growth and professional development of Israel’s Jewish and Arab women business owners and leaders. Funds support the Izun (Balance) Project that helps women business owners obtain positions
as board members in public companies and government
agencies, an important step in bringing women business
leaders to the decision-making tables. The Izun Program
was piloted in 2016 with The Hadassah Foundation’s support.
Nivcharot is the first and only organization in Israel
focusing on Haredi women and their integration into public, social, and political life. Funds help Nivcharot raise
awareness of the unique needs of Haredi women and
girls and support the HaNivcheret (The League) Program,
which provides a group of select Haredi women with the
tools, knowledge, and self-perception necessary to lead in
Israeli secular society, business, and government.
The Ruth and Emanuel Rackman Center, operating
at Bar-Ilan University, provides legal representation, re-

lated academic expertise, and reform recommendations
to increase gender equality in Israel’s laws and policies.
Funds support initiatives to increase women’s rights
in Israel’s family court system that significantly limits
women’s access to justice and negatively impact their
children.
WePower advances women’s leadership to the highest levels of decision-making and elected positions.
Funding supports The Incubator for Council Members
and Women Mayors, offering women in their first term
of office with training, support, and a network of women
in government throughout Israel. The goal of the incubator is to increase the number of women who continue
in their government positions for a second term.
These organizations join the 2019 Israel grant recipients that will continue to receive funding throughout 2020: The Adva Center, Center for Women’s Justice,
Israel Women’s Network, Itach Maaki: Women Lawyers
for Social Justice, and SHIN: The Israeli Movement for
Equal Representation of Women.
The Hadassah Foundation invests in social change
programs that promote the advancement of women and
girls in Israel and the United States. As one of the largest
Jewish women’s funds in the United States, the Hadassah Foundation has awarded over $9 million in grants
to nearly 115 non-profit organizations. Past grants are
listed on the organization’s website: www.hadassahfoundation.org.
The Hadassah Foundation is currently requesting
grant proposals from US-based organizations. To learn
more, read the 2020 Request for Grant Proposals for
US-Based Organizations. The deadline for submitting a
grant proposal is February 27, 2020.
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Netanyahu in upbeat mood

The Architecture of Murder

By Edgar Asher, Ashernet
With Israel’s third general election due to be held in less than a
year, politicians are working overtime to persuade voters that their
party and their platform is the one to be supported. Prime Minister
Binyamin Netanyahu has been very active in the past months, both
in Israel and abroad, having just returned from a diplomatic visit to
Africa with the aim of improving Israel’s standing on the African continent.
Since Netanyahu’s return to Israel he has been visiting many cities and towns to expose his message to as many voters as possible.
Much of his present activities have been to locations and events that
will encourage the press to report them. In recent days Netanyahu has
been documented planting new trees in Mevo’ot Yericho in celebration of Tu Bishvat, as well as visiting one of the IDF soldiers in hospital
in Jerusalem who was injured when a Palestinian terrorists drove his
vehicle -hit and run-into a group of soldiers near Jerusalem, severely
injuring one of them.
In the case of Mevo’ot Yericho, last September the location, which
was then an outpost, was formed into a legal community. Thus, it was
yesterday, on Tu Bishvat, that Netanyahu himself planted a tree on
Israel’s latest Jordan Valley settlement. Many opposition politicians
have declared that if they are elected to power in the upcoming election on second of March, they would not apply sovereignty over the
West Bank, with or without the support of the United States administration. © ASHERNET

The Jewish Federation of Eastern CT (JFEC) is sponsoring a compelling talk by Marlene Yahalom, Director of Education at Yad Vashem,
about the “Architecture of Murder: The Auschwitz-Birkenau Blue‑
prints”. The presentation takes place on Thursday, March 5 at Tem‑
ple Emanu-El, 29 Dayton Rd., Waterford, 7:00 PM.
On display are original architectural blueprints of Auschwitz-Birkenau. The exhibition displays original plans of structures in AuschwitzBirkenau that were mostly prepared in the fall of 1941. The plans were
found in 2008 in an abandoned apartment in Berlin and purchased
by the German media corporation “Axel Springer”, the publisher of the
newspaper “Bild”. They were given to Prime Minister Netanyahu on
August 30, 2009 and will be preserved for perpetuity in Yad Vashem.
Chairman of the Yad Vashem Directorate Avner Shalev stated “The
original plans detailing the construction of Auschwitz constitute
graphic illustration of the Germans’ systematic effort to carry out
the ‘Final Solution.’ We have chosen to display them to the public to
illustrate how seemingly conventional activities of ordinary people
brought about the construction of the largest murder site of European
Jewry.”
Yad Vashem has made it possible for this exhibit to travel around
the world. This event is free and open to the public. For planning purposes, a call or email to Mimi at 860-442-8062 or mimi@jfec.com to
share your attendance plans would be appreciated.

Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu Taking part in planting new
trees for Tu Bishvat in Mevo’ot Yericho on Feb. 10.

JT’s All Seasons Landscaping
Winter is here!

Ice & Snow will disappear
from your sidewalk, driveway, parking lot
or any paved surface when you call

Joel Tomsky @ 860-271-9549
Commercial & Residential
Ask about our senior rates
Insured #MPT7743H • LLC 1101711

Eden Alene chosen to
sing for Israel
By Abigail Klein Leichman, Israel21c
The public and the judges have
decided: Eden Alene, a 19-year-old
native of Jerusalem, will represent
Israel at the 2020 Eurovision Song
Contest in Holland, May 12-16.
Alene is the first Israeli of Ethiopian
descent to be chosen for this honor.

Remember to send in your subscription
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Magen David Adom receives $1 million for blood center
By eJewish Philanthropy
Mark and Jane Wilf have made a $1 million donation through the
Wilf Family Foundations toward the construction of Magen David
Adom’s new state-of-the-art Marcus National Blood Services Center.
The Wilf Family Foundations’ donation will support the development
of the Wilf Education Center in the blood center, located on a five-anda-half-acre campus in Ramla, near Israel’s Bren Gurion airport.
The Wilf Education Center will provide training opportunities for
MDA first responders, EMTs, and paramedics, as well as lab technicians and phlebotomists, to learn the latest insights in lifesaving techniques. The Wilf Education Center will also house a large auditorium
that can host conferences, seminars, film screenings, and other professional development activities.
Since 1964, the Wilf Family Foundations have provided more than
$300 million in support to charitable organizations, both in the United
States and abroad. The Wilf Family Foundations devote a substantial
portion of their annual funding to the support of organizations themselves devoted to a broad range of Jewish philanthropy. This includes
providing assistance to organizations committed to Holocaust remembrance and education, to Jewish educational and religious organizations, and to Jewish organizations that in the tradition of Tikkun Olam
provide assistance to all individuals in the communities they serve

regardless of their religion, race
or ethnicity.
MDA’s blood center will set
a new global standard of preparedness. When completed at
the end of 2020, the facility will
make Israel the only nation in
the world with an underground
blood bank, safe from missiles
and from chemical and biological attack. The blood center will
additionally house MDA’s logistics hub, blood-donation rooms,
a plasma storage and dispatch
department, and conference facilities. And with a processing
capacity more than twice the current blood center’s, the Marcus
National Blood Services Center
will serve Israel’s growing population, now more than 9 million
people and expected to reach

nearly 12 million by 2039.
The $130 million campaign to build the blood center benefits from
a lead gift from the Marcus Foundation, the philanthropy of Bernie and
Billie Marcus of Atlanta. Other noted donations include generous gifts
from the Helmsley Charitable Trust of New York and the Adelson Family Foundation of Nevada.

Auschwitz exhibit is important to see

#GET ON THE BUS 2020

JOIN HADASSAH & THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF EASTERN CT

ON SUN. MARCH 29 FOR THIS EXTRAORDINARY EXHIBIT
A 55Ͳpassenger deluxe motor coach will depart the New London Shopping Center, 282 South
Frontage Rd, New London, near Town Fair Tire. There should be plenty of parking in that part of
the lot. Please arrive by 7:45 AM to check in with Marcia so the bus can leave at 8:00 AM sharp.
Please note earlier departure time.
Upon arriving in New York City at 11:00, you will enjoy lunch, from soup to nuts, at the iconic
Katz’s Deli. 

The bus will then whisk everyone to the Museum of Jewish Heritage to begin our 3 pm reserved
tour of the Auschwitz exhibit. At 6:00 PM we will be board the bus and head back to CT.
The trip is $75 and includes luxury bus ride, exhibit
ticket and a healthy snack on the ride home. Lunch
at Katz’s is a recent addition and will cost $20 per
person. For those travelers who have yet to pay
your credit card will be charged a total of $95.
Please send your payment before Fri., Feb. 28.
For those who have already paid the $75, please
bring a check made payable to JFEC or cash (exact
amount $20) when you arrive at Town Fair Tire on
March 29. 
THE BUS IS ALMOST FULL, ONLY A FEW SEATS ARE AVAILABLE!
Call Mimi at 860Ͳ442Ͳ8062 to reserve & pay TODAY. 
A Joint Program of

To the Editor,
It is with a great sense of emotion that I urge you, your
families, your friends, and most importantly, your children to join Hadassah and the Jewish Federation of Eastern Connecticut for their trip to the Museum of Jewish
Heritage to ‘witness’ the “Auschwitz; Not long Ago. Not Far
Away,” exhibit.
We had the opportunity to go to the museum with some
very dear friends in December. The several solemn hours
we were there reinforced in our minds and memories why
this exhibit is something that all should see. As the world
continues to lose more and more survivors, the last witnesses to this horrific time in the history, it is incumbent
upon us to ensure that the legacy of all who perished, and
their families is kept alive; never forgotten.
Renia Spiegel, a survivor wrote in her recently discovered diary, “Why did I decide to start a diary today? Has
something important happened? No! I just want a friend.
Somebody I can talk to about my everyday worries and
joys. Somebody who will feel what I feel, believe what I say
and never reveal my secrets. NO human being could ever
be that kind of friend. Today, my dear diary, is the beginning of our dep friendship. Who knows how long it will
last. It might even continue until the end of our lives.”
During these tumultuous times, the word ‘Nazi’ is used
so frequently, often to disparage a political foe, it is in danger of losing its true historical power and meaning. When I
was fortunate enough to teach 8th graders about the Holocaust, this was one of the thoughts I hoped to impart to the
students that overuse of words such as ‘Holocaust,’ ‘Racist,’
and ‘Survivor’ would eventually render them unimportant,
obsolete, hackneyed. I believe we are now there.
Please remember, words (and actions) matter; this powerful exhibit should remind us all of that! Zachor!
Robert and Carolyn Siegel
Southport, NC

Editorials • Opinions • Letters

SEATS GOING FAST! SIGN UP TODAY!

Editor’s Note: The Siegels are
former residents of Eastern CT.
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Fresh water from the air

By Edgar Asher, Ashernet
It is not the first time that researchers at Israel’s Technion in Haifa
have amazed the scientific world by their outstanding technological
and scientific achievements. Ranked among the top science and technology research universities in the world. The university has eighteen
academic departments, fifty-two research centers and some thirteen
thousand students. Three of the Technion’s faculty members have in
the past received a Nobel Prize.
Technion researchers are always looking to the future and many
developments in science and medical technology have emanated from
its base in Haifa. Not only that, but the innovations that started in the
Technion have had a profound effect with countries and peoples all
over the world.
The latest researchers at the Technion have developed a standalone system that produces water from the air. According to the World
Health Organization some thirteen percent of the world’s population
have insufficient drinking water available, thus the development of a
standalone system that produces fresh drinking water from the air is
a significant breakthrough.
Researchers at the Technion have developed a standalone system
that produces water from the air, even in desert regions. The innovative system can provide water to small and isolated communities,
without the need to transport water for long distances.
This technology, from the ‘start-up nation’, was developed by Professor David Broday and Professor Eran Friedler from the Environmental, Water and Agricultural Engineering Division of the Technion
Faculty of Civil and Environmental Engineering, and the Stephen and
Nancy Grand Water Research Institute (GWRI). It is the first technology of its kind in the world: an energy-efficient system for producing
clean water from the air. Unlike the existing technology, the Technion
researchers’ system is based on a two-stage cyclic process: separation
of moisture from the air by absorption using a highly concentrated saline solution, and separation of the moisture from the desiccant under
and condensing the vapor under sub-atmospheric pressure condi-
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tions.
“Besides being energy efficient, the new technology offers
an additional advantage: as part
of the process the water undergoes also pollutant removal processes,” said Prof. Broday. “Our
technology turns water into a
commodity as it enables water
to be produced anywhere in the
world, without being dependent
upon existing sources of liquid
water. The prototype we have
built demonstrates that the system works as expected and we
currently work toward turning it
into a commercial product.”
“Existing technologies work
simply as ‘reverse’ air conditioners, by cooling the whole air
mass entering the system in order to condense the moisture,”
explained Prof. Friedler. “This ‘direct cooling’ approach is energetically inefficient, since such systems waste much of their energy
requirements on cooling about
97% of the air volume, which is
non-condensable. The new technology involves cooling of only
the moisture that has been extracted from the air, significantly
reducing the amount of energy
required to produce water.”
“We are not competing with
desalination,” pointed out Prof.
Broday. “Israel is a developed
nation situated near the sea and
can supply all its water needs
through desalination systems.
Among other reasons, this is be-

The development team sampling water produced from the air. L-R
Prof. David Broday, Prof. Eran Friedler, Ilan Katz & Liron Houber.
cause Israel is a relatively small country and a significant portion of the
population lives along the coast, such that water does not need to be
transported over long distances. In contrast, transporting desalinated
water to communities situated far from the coast is very expensive due
to the need for extremely long pipelines. Herein lies the advantages of
the new technology.” The system is particularly relevant for small and
isolated communities that are located far from fresh, or salty water
sources, as it can produce water where it is most needed.”
Prof. Friedler went on to explain, “In addition to be an essential
component of life, water also influences other important aspects,
among them individual and community health and even the empowerment of women. In many places, young girls do not attend school
because they are busy providing water for the family. Even as adults,
women devote hours to transporting water. Furthermore, access to
water is a central factor in bloody confrontations in arid regions nowadays and constitutes one of the foremost motives for immigration. In
such conflict zones, the risk of children dying from polluted water is 20
times higher than dying due to acts of violence.” © ASHERNET

Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood
presents

Golda’s Balcony
with Sandra Laub as Golda Meir
Photo courtesy of Richard Dionne Jr.
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REAL ESTATE NEEDS
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A 90-minute, one woman show,
Golda’s Balcony highlights Golda Meir’s
journey to become Israel’s 4th Prime Minister
whose leadership and love helped Israel
move forward as a new nation.

Sunday, April 5, 2020
1:30 pm Temple Emanu-El
There will be a Q & A session after the show.
Tickets for show:
$18 per adult, $10 per student, $40 per family
(Cash or check accepted, not suitable for children under 12)

The Rolling Tomato Pizza Truck!
“ It was powerful, emotional, frightening and emotionally
moving as we learned about Golda’s experience as
Prime Minister of Israel and the horrific decisions she had
to make regarding the security of Israel.”
– Rabbi Michele Medwin, Temple Shalom, Monticello, NY

Freshly made pizza for all ages! At the Temple
after Religious School and before the show,
from noon to 1:30 pm. (Cash or credit card accepted)
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‘FOUR WINTERS’ -- A must-see Holocaust movie

By Marjorie Ingall, Tablet Magazine
FOUR WINTERS debuted at the New York Jewish Film Festival last
month and will be wending its way around the festival circuit in the
weeks to come. It’s an unusual Holocaust documentary, in that it focuses not on concentration camps but on Jewish resistance, on young
partisan fighters hiding out from Nazis in Eastern European forests
and engaging in guerilla warfare. It’s surprising, moving, horrifying …
and sometimes shockingly funny.

Filmmaker Julia Mintz never set out to do a Holocaust movie. “I’d
been raised on Anne Frank and Auschwitz and Jews being led like
lambs to the slaughter,” she told me in an interview. “But I stumbled on
an article about a Jewish partisan and learned that there were 25,000
people living in the woods and fighting. I had no idea there was a resistance movement. It fascinated me. I’d never even worked on a Jewish
film, let alone made one, but I needed to know more.”
Over the course of almost a decade, while working on other projects, Mintz tracked down survivors, conducted interviews, and gathered vintage photos and film footage. “I was rubbing nickels together,”
she reflected ruefully. “I was a first-time director and it was hard to get
major funders on board. I raised money $18 and $36 at a time.” Some
survivors were reluctant to speak; she approached one repeatedly for
four years. “Finally he said, ‘Come for Shabbat dinner,’” she said. “At the
end of the meal, he said, ‘OK, you can interview me.’”
Another challenge was Mintz’s desire to challenge preconceptions about Jewish victims. She succeeded. One moment at the festival screening drew gasps: A former partisan named Gertrude Boyarsky—white hair glamorously coiffed, lips bright with what appears to
be Cherries in the Snow lipstick—tells a story about recognizing her
prom date, a local Polish boy, among the soldiers herding her and her
family into the woods to be shot. “I called him by name,” she says in
the film. “We went to school together.” The boy answered her, “You’re
a Jew and you have to die.” In her elegant accent, she recites dispassionately what happened next: “All the bullets I felt come around
me. I was all alone in the woods. Sky was blue. Snow was white.” Her
mother, sisters, and baby brother were massacred. Boyarsky survived
to join the partisans, spending four years—FOUR WINTERS—in the
woods. One day, her colleagues captured a small group of Nazis and
Polish collaborators; among them was her former prom date. “That
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guy that killed me,” she said. Her
fellow resistance fighters, knowing what he’d done to her family,
gave her the opportunity to kill
him. Boyarsky pauses for a long
moment in the movie: “Yes,” she
says, “I was able to kill him.”
A handful of other former
partisans tell similarly shocking
stories of violence as well as loss.
Mintz weaves the speakers’ stories together in artful thematic
montages about learning to shoot
a gun, sleeping in the woods, being perpetually hungry, doing
field medicine, having babies and
abortions, derailing trains, raiding towns for rifles and kerosene.
Dramatic music, quick edits and
sound effects propel the narrative. In old photos, groups of
partisans—including those we
meet in the film as elderly people—pose smilingly in the snowy
woods, holding guns and ammo
they’ve stolen from Polish farms
and Nazi factories. (One of them,
Luba Abramowitz, tells viewers mischievously, “As you know,
women have more places to hide
weapons than men. Yes?”)
The narrators’ stories are
frequently harrowing … but the
tellers themselves are sometimes
hilarious. (It feels almost sacrilegious to laugh during a Holocaust
documentary.) Isadore Farbstein,
in a brown plaid grandpa shirt
and twinkling eyes, talks about
his difficulty finding partisans to
join up with. “The forest is not
a hotel that’s waiting for you!”
he exclaims. Michael Stoll tells a
heartbreaking story of leaping
from a moving train headed to
the camp, but he peppers the telling with jokes. It’s jarring and it’s
real. (“Humor is a survival strategy,” Mintz said. “It was important
to me to show that.”) Of a cluster
of people in the corner of the cattle car praying, Stoll snorts, “Jews
have a habit of speaking to God. I
say it’s ridiculous. You think He’s
gonna listen to you?” Moments
later, as he stands outside the
train car on a narrow railing, he
says, “I’m sorry, God, I insulted
you! Don’t let me fall!” After he’s
jumped from the train, a Polish
peasant sees him, marks him as a
Jew, and—instead of ratting him
out points him to the location
of Jewish partisans on the other
side of a river; Stoll says dryly,
“Now I have a conflict. Maybe God
sent him … but I don’t believe in
You!”
One of the partisans in the
film is immediately recognizable
to Tablet readers: the glamor-

ous young Faye Schulman, wearing a leopard coat, her hat at a jaunty
angle, making a bandoleer of bullets look like the latest from the Paris
runways. “All I owned was a rifle, a leopard coat and my camera,” she
says in the film. She learned to make her own developer so she could
document the horrors: “I developed the pictures in the woods; I covered myself with a blanket. That was my darkroom.”
These storytellers feel like indelible, individualized characters.
But Mintz also shares images and old movies that make Jews look
anonymous and dehumanized—herded naked and vulnerable into
pits, beaten by laughing villagers and soldiers, dragged by their hair,
hanged in a town square. Those images reflect the way we’re used to
thinking about the Jews during the Holocaust; they too are the truth,
but they’re not the whole truth. “Seventy-five years later, I wanted to
not to just look at the Nazis’ photography or the liberators or the righteous gentiles or the historical context,” Mintz said. “I wanted to show
the partisans as real people, and to think about what it takes to fight
back. As a kid, I used to think, ‘Why didn’t they jump from the trains?
I would have jumped from the train!’ But making this film, I learned
how hard that actually was. I tried to capture the physiological experience of what it was like to jump. You left people you loved on that train.
Today I think, would I really have left my sister or mother or lover?”
FOUR WINTERS feels like the kind of film that should have a long
life in high schools and colleges, especially now that the last Holocaust
survivors are dying—Boyarsky passed away shortly after her interview was completed—and anti-Semitism is on the rise again, now that
two-thirds of American millennials don’t know what Auschwitz is and
41% don’t know that 6 million Jews died in the Holocaust. Teaching
about genocide is daunting and difficult to do well. It’s hard to make
such education absorbing without making it too traumatic to endure;
it’s hard for kids to identify with faceless corpses instead of fully
formed people; it’s hard for kids to imagine not standing up to injustice themselves. FOUR WINTERS shows the challenges and the furious,
vengeful, sickening thrill of violent resistance. It also shows why it’s so
difficult to stand up to tyranny.
Mintz finished FOUR WINTERS only 60 hours before the screening
at Lincoln Center. “I wrote and produced this in my attic in Northampton,” she told me, her voice a hoarse croak. “I’m not sleeping; I’m talking to distributors … but I’m also not ready to give it away.” She’d love
to do an exhibit to go along with the film, incorporating topical maps,
photos newly restored for the film, and historical objects. And she’s
still looking for funding. “I’d love to release the film theatrically, because that’s how people will hear about it, but just to do one theater is
around $25,000—that’s low budget—and you need a machine behind
it to promote it. But Lincoln Center sold out in four hours; the Palm
Beach Jewish Film Festival sold out and I only know like five people
there.” (Full disclosure: My brother Andrew Ingall worked for the
Foundation for Jewish Culture, which provided some financial support
to the film; I didn’t know that when I decided to write about it.)
The film’s end credits are set to Leonard Cohen’s gorgeous “Dance
Me to the End of Love,” a song Cohen has said was inspired by the
string quartets that played in concentration camps. The lyrics seem
terribly fitting:
Dance me to your beauty with a burning violin
Dance me through the panic till I’m gathered safely in
Lift me like an olive branch and be my homeward dove
Dance me to the end of love.
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Israeli diplomats and emissaries worldwide kick off elections
By Raoul Wootliff, Times of Israel
Israeli diplomats have begun voting in the national elections, with
the first ballot cast by Israel’s ambassador in Wellington, New Zealand
on Wednesday morning, Feb. 19.
While the vast majority of Israel’s 6.3 million eligible voters will
have to wait until March 2 before they can cast their ballots in the third
election in a year, some 5,200 Israelis stationed in 96 embassies and
consulates will be able to vote from 8 a.m to 9 p.m., their local time, on
Wednesday.
The vote started in New Zealand at 9 a.m. local time (10 p.m. Israel
on Tuesday) and will slowly roll westward, ending in San Francisco
some 30 hours later, the Foreign Ministry said.

Personals

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT
Hannah Alaina Barber

Great grandma, Irma Flitt, of New London, is proud to
announce the birth of her eighth great-grandchild, Hannah
Alaina Barber. Hannah was born on January 26, 2020 and
weighed 7 lbs, 10 oz. Hannah has an older brother Ben, who
is 3 years old.
Hannah’s parents are Adena and Jared Barber of Norton,
MA, and maternal grandparents are Laurie and Howard Flitt
of Framingham, MA.

Obituaries

Louis Philip Taylor

Norwich - Louis Philip Taylor, 92, passed away Wednesday, Feb. 5, 2020, at the William W. Backus Hospital. Louis
was born Jan. 3, 1928. He married Lois (Goldberg) June 14,
1964. She survives him. He is also survived by his sister
Leah Spitz of New London.
He was a graduate of Yale University and worked as a
builder with his own construction company and later as a
construction manager for the State of Connecticut.
A funeral service was held at 10 a.m. Sunday, Feb. 9, 2020,
at the Church and Allen Funeral Home in Norwich. Burial
followed at Hebrew Benevolent Cemetery #3 in Preston.
The Church and Allen Funeral Home, 136 Sachem St.
Norwich, was entrusted with arrangements.

Byles-MacDougall
Funeral Service, Inc
(860) 442-0343
(888) 736-7036

Daniel W. Byles
Reid B. Burdick
John D. MacDougall
Byles Memorial Home
99 Huntington Street
New London, Conn. 06320

Memorial

Byles-Groton Memorial Home
310 Thames Street
Groton, Conn. 06340

136 Sachem Street
Norwich CT 06360
860-889-2374
Fax 860-886-2396

According
to
Israeli law, private citizens living
abroad cannot vote
unless they come
to Israel. But the
exception
made
for diplomats also
applies to emissaries sent abroad by
the Jewish Agency,
KKL-JNF,
Keren
Hayesod and the
World Zionist Organization. In addition, their spouses
and children (aged
18-20) can also
cast ballots abroad.
Israeli democracy in action: the
first Israelis to participate in the elections for the 23rd Itzhak Gerberg, Israeli Ambassador to New Zealand casts his vote on February 19,
Knesset have cast
2020 in Wellington, New Zealand (Israel Foreign Ministry)
their vote at Israel’s easternmost
ny Gantz failed to form a government following the September vote.
Embassy - @IsraelinNZ.
The Times of Israel covers one of the most complicated, and contenThousands will exercise their tious, parts of the world. Determined to keep readers fully informed
democratic right during the next and enable them to form and flesh out their own opinions, The Times
32 hours in Israeli missions of Israel has gradually established itself as the leading source of inaround the world.
dependent and fair-minded journalism on Israel, the region and the
To manage the vote, every Jewish world.
embassy has a mini-election
We’ve achieved this by investing ever-greater resources in our jourcommittee of sorts, which usu- nalism while keeping all of the content on our site free.
ally consists of the consul and
Unlike many other news sites, we have not put up a paywall. But we
another high-ranking official, would like to invite readers who can afford to do so, and for whom The
preferably not from the Foreign Times of Israel has become important, to help support our journalism
Ministry but rather a military or by joining The Times of Israel Community.
cultural attache. Every voter enters the voting booth and places
their ballot in a sealed envelope.
They then exit the booth and the
envelope is placed in a second envelope with the voter’s name and
identity number on it.
Then, all the envelopes are
sent to Jerusalem, where they
are held in a safe until Election
Day. Members of the Knesset’s
election committee then look at
12 Ocean Avenue
48 Grand Street
the names on the envelopes and
New London, CT 06320
Niantic, CT 06357
check back with the polling stations where the citizen is reg860-443-1871
860-739-6112
istered to ensure they haven’t
voted twice.
The first sealed envelope conNorwich Hebrew Benevolent
taining the voting slip is then
placed in a special ballot box,
Association
together with all the other enveP.O. Box 663 Jewett City, CT 06351
lopes from abroad. After the polls
close in Israel and the countHebrew Cemeteries #1, #2, and #3
ing starts, the diplomats’ box is
counted as well.
Interfaith Cemetery #4
This is the third election in a
Cremains Cemetery
year after Prime Minister BenSynagogue Affiliation Not Required
jamin Netanyahu was unable to
form a coalition in both the April
860-887-0896
and September elections and
Blue and White party leader Ben-
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Kaddish with Chnyuk Guard
By Teddy Weinberger
Growing up, conversation in our home about religion usually revolved around one theme: how certain people, known as chnyuks,
overdo religious observance. Though my parents kept a kosher and
Sabbath-observant home and sent their four children to Jewish dayschool, the religious message that was actually verbalized concerned
the importance of not getting carried away with stringencies. You can
imagine my predicament in saying kaddish for my father, who passed
away at the end of October at the age of 89. The last thing I would want
is for my father to be looking down and saying: “He’s really getting
carried away.”
There are mainly two ways to “overdo” kaddish. Before I get to
them, I need to remind you of the following: 1) The mourner’s kaddish
is one of two basic types of kaddishes—the other being the hazzan’s
kaddish (recited by the prayer leader at the beginning or at the end of
major sections in the liturgy); 2) Traditionally, every time a mourner
recites the kaddish, the soul of the departed is elevated; 3) The kaddish
can only be recited in a quorum (minyan) of at least 10 Jews. There are
5 mourner’s kaddishes during the course of a morning service (2 at
the beginning and 3 at the end), and 1 each at the end of the afternoon
and evening services.
If any of you is wondering after reading the first two points: can the
hazzan’s kaddish do double duty if the hazzan is a mourner, the answer
is “yes.” Indeed, this is why a mourner typically leads weekday services

(on Sabbaths and holidays this is
deemed out of keeping with the
spirit of the day). In reciting the
hazzan’s kaddish, the mourner is
willy nilly also boosting the soul
of their departed loved one. And
here we come to the first way to
overdo kaddish: Trying to ensure
that you are always the prayer
leader. This can be quite difficult—and cause much unpleasantness--because there may be
other mourners in the congregation who may want to give their
own departed loved ones’ souls
an extra boost. Thankfully, I am
chnyuk-free in this matter: I am
magnanimous and always offer
other mourners the privilege of
being hazzan.
The other way of overdoing
kaddish relates to the third principle above. If one wants to say
kaddish at each of the daily ser-
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vices, one has to pray thrice daily with a minyan. Here I have to admit that I have not used
enough chnyuk guard. Because while my
father would have approved of my minyan
attendance in the morning (especially since
this is something that has always been part
of my life), he certainly would have raised
an eyebrow or two at my shuttling back and
forth to shul to pray the afternoon and evening services, which I normally pray alone.
My father would have been the first to remind me that according to
tradition, one fulfils one’s basic obligation to the departed soul and its
ethereal tikkun through a single daily kaddish (some additional daily
kaddishes could be tolerated out of filial piety, but he would have rejected out of hand the “more the merrier” chnyuki maxim). And my
father would have gone apoplectic at the 20-minute Sephardic mincha
service I usually attend (a typical Ashkenazi afternoon service takes
about 10 minutes). I picture him observing me and then asking his
neighbor: “Doesn’t he have anything better to do?” By way of self-defense, I will say this: my record is not perfect. Indeed, the day I got up
from shiva, Sarah and I spent the afternoon with my mother at nearby
Sagamore Hill and we didn’t make it back in time for the afternoon
service (in Israel I have also missed praying a few of the afternoon
and evening services with a minyan, and I am fairly confident/hopeful
that there will be future lapses). My father would shep nachas at my
imperfect record.
What about my actual experience of reciting the kaddish? If (as is
mainly the case) I am one of several mourners, my thoughts are largely
confined to whether or not I am keeping exact pace with the other
mourners (important for congregational responses and particularly
challenging in Orthodox synagogues). On those infrequent occasions
when I am the sole mourner, I am able to relax and think more about
my father and about his soul and hope that it has an aliyah.

Could new Israeli technique
spell the end of dialysis?

By Abigail Klein Leichman, Israel21c
A treatment using a patient’s own stem cells could rejuvenate ailing
kidneys without dialysis, transplantation or immune rejection.
That is the conclusion of a groundbreaking Israeli study recently
published in Cell Reports by researchers from Sheba Medical Center
and Bar-Ilan University in Israel.
“This treatment is aimed at the millions of patients who have yet
to require dialysis treatment, and focuses on improving and stabilizing their renal function in order to avoid the need for dialysis,” said
lead author Dr. Benjamin Dekel, chief of pediatric nephrology and the
Pediatric Stem Cell Research Institute in the Edmond and Lily Safra
Children’s Hospital at Sheba.
The newly developed technology, so far tested on mice, generated
new tissue to replace damaged kidney tissue. The mice’s kidney function improved as a result.
The researchers wrote that chronic kidney disease is reaching epidemic proportions in the Western world. In the United States alone,
chronic kidney disease affects more than 45 million individuals.
“Harvesting tissue from failing kidneys and autotransplantation of
tissue progenitors could theoretically delay the need for dialysis,” they
concluded.
Further studies will be done in patients with kidney failure by KidneyCure Bio, a Tel Aviv company that commercialized the technology
and supported the study. Dekel is KidneyCure Bio’s chief scientific and
medical adviser.
Other grants for the study came from Sheba Medical Center, the
Israel Science Foundation, the Israel Ministry of Health and the European Union Seventh Framework Programme.
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