OUR COMMUNITY REPORT 2020

Shalom!
It's been quite a year for us in Eastern Connecticut.
These are uncertain, unprecedented and highly challenging times for our community,
our country, Israel and the world. Our shared Jewish values provide a road map for
weathering this storm, and we translate those values into community-defining actions:
feeding the hungry, caring for the sick, protecting our community, and performing
acts of kindness.
While JFEC follows the guidelines to maximize public health and safety by canceling
public events, we remain very much open for business.
JFEC stands ready to help in any way that we can.
Because of your on-going generous donations to the JFEC Annual Campaign
and Community Relief & Recovery Fund, we have been able to respond immediately,
creating new programs, funding streams and volunteer opportunities to support a more
compassionate community and ensure vibrant Jewish life.
We are the community connector, and our work transcends age, gender, geography
and levels of religious observance, demonstrating our commitment to positive
Jewish values.
Together, we celebrate who we are and what we can do. The Eastern Connecticut
Jewish community has confronted many challenges, but we are resilient. We have
never failed to marshal resources to do what is needed, and we will not fail now.
Even though our usual way of gathering has changed, we are coming together in other
critical ways, providing support to each other and for the vital programs that give so
much life to our small, yet mighty community.
Whether these following pages are your first introduction to our work or you have been
a dedicated supporter for decades, we hope that this report inspires you to further
engage with your Jewish community through Federation—to feel the power and
inspiration of communal action. We grow stronger together.
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“The strongest people are not those who show strength in front of us,
but those who win battles we know nothing about. Strength grows in the
moments when you think you can't go on, but you keep going anyway. In
our beautiful tradition, "L'Dor V'Dor" is about generation to generation,
and we have shown the capacity to give.-to give to JFEC, to give to
recovery and community relief, and especially to those individuals who
are in need in so many ways. “JFEC leads from the front AND the back,
and we always keep going forward during the good times, but especially
-- Scott Wolfe,
in the most critical.”

Campaign Chair

We had a banner year at the Federation, filled with change, transition,
new events and programs designed to underscore and support the
importance of vibrant Jewish life in our community. We said goodbye to
Jerry Fisher, who served us for 35 years, welcomed Carin Savel as our
new Executive Director, who hit the ground running.

Dr. Ruth Westheimer kicked off the year for us and Scott Wolfe led a
robust annual campaign, out raising last year, and as COVID-19
statistics worsened, we added the Community Relief and Recovery Fund
and the Pledge 2 Protect Initiative, raising $12K more.
Fifty women donned hats and heels for a High Tea, and a talk about
shoes and women’s philanthropy from Stuart Weitzman shoe mogul and
author, Jane Weitzman. We partnered with Hadassah to create Get on
the Bus!,
a series of bus trips for arts, culture and Jewish education.
With a gift from a community leader, we brought back PJ Library, a
program that shares Jewish stories about values and traditions that are
important to us as Jews. We incorporated Storrs into our Federation
family footprint, and PJ will be spending lots of time there.
The Food Pantry saw tremendous growth due to COVID-19. A
substantial local donation of large quantities of food and new freezer
helped us feed the hungry and exhibit Tikkun Olam in our own
community. Quarantine conditions saw our staff and volunteers
calling hundreds of community members to offer support and Jewish
connection.
We celebrated the 25 anniversary of
the International Film Festival - now called
the Jewish FilmFest of Eastern CT.
We worked closely with our state elected officials and legislative
advocates to ensure the safety and security of the community, enact
the Never Again Act, and support additional COVID-19 Relief Funds.
JFEC applied and received $65,000 through that SBA process.
The concept of a common community campus was born, bring- ing
volunteers, professionals, Temple Emanu-El, Congregation Beth
El and the Jewish Federation an opportunity for future collaborative
growth.

Welcoming the Willimantic community to the JFEC family

Making delicious Hamentaschen at the Senior Kosher lunch

Kicking off our campaign at the Garde Arts Center
with Dr. Ruth Westheimer

Marching against anti-Semitism in the No Hate-No Fear
Solidarity March in New York City

Working through Federation strategic plans--and lunch
Shabbat challah making with a pro!

SENIOR
SERVICES
The Senior Kosher Hot Lunch program connected Jewish seniors with
other older adults and their Jewish roots. Through innovative
programming and fun activities, our Seniors felt a sense of joy,
camaraderie, and fulfillment on a weekly basis.
This year Senior Kosher Hot Lunch got a facelift. We implemented
more activities and more games to reinforce the theme of connection.

We made hundreds of calls to seniors and members of the
community.
Many were calls for assistance with the most basic needs,
but many were calls of assurance and kindness, creating
an effective Call Tree program to stay in touch with every
person who attended Senior Hot Lunch and many more.

We integrated crafts as well as cooking to bring about a wonderful
environment of Yiddishkeit.

Whether they needed help setting up Zoom, buying and
delivering food or just needing to talk, JFEC was there.

And we had fun. Seniors travelled to the Ivoryton Playhouse for great
entertainment. We celebrated Senior Appreciation Day, and everyone
left with a gift bag of goodies for them to remember a great day.

Many spoke about how they missed Senior Hot Lunch and
the wonderful Yiddisha activities they participated in. One
day very soon we’ll be able to again welcome our Seniors
to a Kosher hot lunch and more fun. The Seniors all look
forward to connecting to their friends and their Jewish
roots.

Purim meant hamentashen and potting plants meant Spring was near.
Bingo and Yiddish Lotto brought smiles and joy. Every week something
new and something exciting . The Seniors all look forward to
connecting to their friends and their Jewish roots.
COVID-19 brought change and challenges to our Senior community.
The isolation and uncertainty of home quarantine weighed heavily on
our community. Federation staff, board members and community
volunteers were quick to take action.

“We wanted to write a quick note to let you
know how much that you do for seniors is
appreciated. For me, your weekly phone calls are
most welcome. It’s nice to know that the
Federation, in this case, you, are thinking of us at
this trying time.
It was also kind of you to visit us at the Monday
lunches. You not only said “hello,” you often sat
down at the table for a fee minutes to chat. I
especially remember planting seeds in the little
pots and bringing them home to watch them,
hopefully, grow into flowers.
An easy but fun and memorable activity. You
also show empathy and compassion for older
people—a special quality to have. I don’t know if
or when the lunches can continue, so all I can say
is, hope you can keep doing what you have been
doing and know that it has been appreciated.
You and your family stay safe and well, and I
wish you Shabbat Shalom.”
--Sandy and Abe Fisher

This year JFEC performed many acts of Tikkum Olam. Through our Food
Bank, Operation Cool Down and our $75 Fund, those in need were always
treated with kindness and respect. Each Program represented a unique
opportunity to illustrate the impact of the Federation and underscore
the importance of basic Jewish values.
Our Food Bank operated in overdrive. For every 12 people we were
feeding before COVID-19, we are now feeding 60. We gave out almost
31,000 meals feeding 1813 adults, 1322 children and 787 seniors. No one
should go hungry and our food bank serves as a beacon for those in need.
JFEC created the Passover Project, offering Seder basics available at no
cost to anyone in need, and gathered online resources to help you make
your celebration meaningful. We partnered with area synagogues to
spread the word and distributed forty Passover Bags to the community.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
“Dear Jewish Federation Staff & Volunteers:
We could not be more thankful for the abundant donation. We were in
tears upon opening the bags. All four of them were stuffed full with
amazing items! We were even given toilet paper! We had been in
desperate need and we had been cutting the few napkins we had left in
half. Your generosity is incredible! You can't even imagine how much we
appreciate everything. Your time, dedication and hard work is not
unnoticed. We realize it takes many people to provide. So thank you
all!” Tracie & Reggie
For over 10 years, our Operation Cool Down has been helping those atrisk secure air conditioners to combat heat and illness. Excessive heat,
without home air conditioning could affect those with congestive heart
failure, COPD, allergies, asthma and sleep apnea. And, heatstroke is
most likely to affect older adults who live in apartments or homes
lacking air conditioning or good airflow.
This year, we have come up with a new way of doing things. We will be
giving out vouchers so people can pick up the AC units directly from the
store, without direct contact with JFEC staff and volunteers. Last year we
gave away 23 air conditioners, this year program is expected to grow.
Our $75 Fund is used to help economically challenged families and
individuals partially pay rent, utility bills, ID cards, and prescription
medications . Last year assisted 142 people through some tough times.

WHAT’S NEXT >

In 2020-21, we will introduce Shelly's Table, a food rescue program of
the Jewish Federation of Eastern Connecticut
Shelley'sTable distributes donated and specially purchased foods,
without charge, to agencies feeding hungry families and individuals
in Eastern Connecticut and reduces the waste of nourishing food.
Food recipients and volunteers are from all faiths and backgrounds.
Shelley's Table is committed to providing training programs on food
safety and efficient food distribution, establishing a network of
collaborative community support systems, and advocating where
appropriate for hungry people.

In a world of escalating tensions and hate
crimes based on race, religion, ethnicity or
cultural background, the need to educate
youth about the dangers of marginalizing
people based on these attributes is paramount.
Nearly 200 students and twenty teachers from
eight area high schools participated in this
year’s Encountering Programs and educational
outreach through JFEC’s Rose and Sigmund
Strochlitz Holocaust Resource Center.

ENCOUNTERING
SURVIVORS

Encountering Survivors is a unique opportunity
for students to learn about the Holocaust
through the eyes of local survivors. Students
learned detailed personal accounts of the
survivors’ childhood, experiences during the
Holocaust, and their liberation and immigration
to the US. Students also examined the
Holocaust through art and artifacts at The
Jewish Museum and visited the
groundbreaking exhibit Auschwitz: Not Long
Ago. Not Far
Away at the Museum of Jewish Heritage. JFEC
partnered with the American Society for Yad
Vashem, bringing an interactive program
entitled The Architecture of Murder: The
Auschwitz-Birkenau Blueprints into classrooms
and engaged students in thought-provoking
discussions. Children of local Holocaust
survivors also brought their parents’ incredible
stories of survival into classrooms and
community venues throughout the region.

“JFEC has been a wonderful resource for our school in both studying the Holocaust and
exploring other contemporary issues of intolerance. Their Encountering Survivors
program, school speakers, field trips to New York and Washington museums, synagogue
visits, sponsoring of traveling exhibits from Yad Vashem, and everything else they do
have all have helped to broaden my students' historical understanding of the Holocaust
and bigotry in the world today. More importantly, though, the JFEC programs have
shown my students the importance of facing and fighting hate in all its forms in their
daily lives and that often one caring, courageous individual can make the world a better
place.
I cannot thank the JFEC enough for what they do.”
-Brian Ash, Teacher, Waterford High School

“Having the opportunity to participate
in Encountering Survivors was nothing
short of eye-opening. Before the NYC
trip and the subsequent interviews with
Mr. Biber,
I figured that I had a "good handle" on
the Holocaust and the horrors it
brought, seeing as our history
curriculum in school covers most of the
"main points;" but, I learned quickly
that facts and figures you learn in class
do not necessarily translate into an
empathetic understanding of a
genocide.
Hearing Mr. Biber explain his and his
parents' individual trauma either caused
directly or indirectly by anti-Semitism
and pure hatred made the history more
personal.
I now feel like it truly is my
responsibility to speak out against not
just anti-Semitism but all kinds of hatred
existing in the world, because while it
might not directly affect my ability to
live my life, it severely traumatizes
countless others and each individual
life, no matter how different from mine,
deserves to be lived to its happiest and
fullest.
It is our jobs as witnesses to history to
ensure this safety now, and I believe if
more people understood this, there
would be less hate in the world.”
-Alaina Crowell,
Encountering Survivors Student,
East Lyme High School

ENCOUNTERING DIFFERENCES
Encountering Differences connects students
with community members in the local area to
experience a living history of their family’s
experiences related to race. Discussions are
focused on segregation, the Great Migration,
the Civil Rights Movement, systemic racism
and current acute manifestations of racism.
Encountering Differences was the inspiration
for the exhibit Stories of Resilience:
Encountering Racism which JFEC developed in
partnership with the Lyman Allyn
Museum. The exhibit paints a picture of
remarkable successes in the face of daunting
obstacles through personal photographs,
artifacts, and video testimonies. Record
crowds attended the opening reception and
panel discussion featuring several
Encountering Differences program
hosts/mentors and several school groups
attended guided interactive tours.
The Encountering Programs and educational
outreach through the Strochlitz Holocaust
Resource Center provide unique experiences
to learn outside the classroom, draw lessons
from history, and bring deeper levels of
understanding that only personal connections
provide. The programs enable students to
examine their own role in creating a just
society by breaking down racial and cultural
barriers and confronting hatred and prejudice.
The Encountering Programs are supported by
the Jewish Federation of Eastern Connecticut
together with a grant from the Frank Loomis
Palmer Fund.
“I am so grateful to the Jewish
Federation for providing the
Encountering Survivors/Differences
program.
Our world desperately needs more
tolerance and understanding, and I
think that these experiences help us
work towards those goals.
There’s a lot that can be accomplished
in the classroom, but these real-world
experiences make learning even more
real for students and can help instill
passion. It has been awesome to see
how the Encountering programs have
inspired our students to look for ways
to be part of the solution.”
-Mike George, Teacher,
Fishers Island High School

“Encountering Differences was so
valuable personally and
educationally.
It opened me up to a discussion that
we don’t typically get to have in
schools, and I got to interact with
kind, inspiring people that I wouldn’t
have met otherwise.
It’s made me feel both better
equipped and more determined to
speak out against inequality and lift
up those around me and taught me
so much about the deep roots of
systemic racism throughout
American history.”
-Bella Carlo, Encountering Differences
Student, Old Saybrook High School

Working with Ms. Tammy Kaye and Ms.
Marcia Reinhard has been a positive and
educationally enriching opportunity. It is a
privilege to experience the professionalism
and dedication they each bring to their
work.
Their enthusiasm and commitment to
Holocaust education through schools and
communities is a model for colleagues to
follow.
Tammy’s thoroughness and careful
attention to detail results in program
planning that fosters a seamless learning
environment enabling students to focus on
the project and presentation “of the day”.
The students are engaged and learn from
the new and innovative resources made
available to them through these programs.
Marcia shares her enthusiasm and energy
to her community work. Her dependable
and amicable demeanor adds to her
expertise in creating and fostering a
positive learning environment.
She engages her audience and provides a
smooth connection to the program and
presentation at hand. The learning
experience is enhanced through the
group's engagement from her efforts.
As the presenter to also benefit from their
expertise, I value the inspiration these
opportunities have provided. I look
forward to building on this budding
professional relationship.
Marlene W. Yahalom, PhD
Director of Education
American Society for Yad Vashem

High Tea, Shoe Talk and Women’s Philanthropy

Typical monthly Federation Board meeting

Having Purim Party fun at Groton Inn & Suites
Celebrating our Seniors at the Holiday Inn

No Child’s Play, a Yad Vashem education program

Get on the Bus! to the Stockbridge Museum with Hadassah

Mitchell College is a special program as it embraces Jewish students,
providing an outlet for them to celebrate Shabbat, holidays, and
embracing their Jewish identity with other Jews as well as non-Jews. For
the non-Jewish students on campus, Hillel has quite a following as many
students are very eager inquire, learn, debate what it means to be Jewish.
It is a safe haven for many students as it is and will always be a nonjudgement zone that embraces all.
Attendance was solid throughout the first semester with an average of
15-25 students during which time we had 3 home-cooked Shabbat meals;
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services were available at Connecticut
College for those students unable to go home. Sukkot and Chanukkah
were also observed and the Young Emissaries shared Café Israel over a
pizza dinner. Spring’s solo highlight in February 2020 was the second
annual Intercollegiate Shabbat dinner hosted by Connecticut College Hillel
and attended by Coast Guard Hillel and Mitchell College students.
Our main Hillel event was held in September 2019. Jerry Fischer gave a talk
at The Red Barn, an event gifted by last year’s Hillel president, Jake April,
and his family. A campus-wide event and free to the public, Jerry discussed
tolerance and respect on campus and in community. He reflected on the
meanings of the two words, and on how modern Western society has
developed an increasing advocacy for both values. How does tolerance
and respect play out in small communities (a college campus), bigger
communities (a small city), and on the state and national stage.

Despite an unconventional spring semester, Mitchell
College Hillel pursues on, with students highly
anticipating a return to campus in the fall, discovery
of a new “normal” and yes, a return to Hillel a
program that continues to grow stronger on campus.
Jackie Rosenkrantz, ’00, shared: “Hillel made me feel
like I was part of Jewish youth group again. It
reminded me that I could connect with all kinds of
people but still embrace my Jewish roots.” Dan
Steinberg, ’01, says at every Shabbat dinner, “This is
my favorite meal of the week. It reminds me of my
mom and grandmother. Being with everyone here
brings me home for a short while and the cool thing is
that I am sharing this with my favorite friends, Jewish
or not.”

The talk was designed to encourage introspection and consideration of
how we interact with each other, and how those interactions shape our
own lives and the lives of those in our community.
Since the pandemic forced the school year to end prematurely, I meet via
Zoom with the students bi- weekly. The students have also taken this time
to say good-bye to the seniors and 2019-20 Hillel Board and welcome the
2020-21 Hillel Board.
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WHAT’S NEXT >
Amidst the current pandemic,
programming will be virtual but
nonetheless, exciting.

Welcome back PJ Library!
We don't need to tell you that reading to your children is important. Study after study
has shown it impacts a child’s development. Even the mere presence of books in a home
increases the level of education they can reach.
But finding the right books and making the time to read as a family can be hard. That’s
where PJ Library comes in.
PJ Library sends free Jewish children's books to families across the world every month. We
know that something magical happens when parents sit down together to read with their
children. PJ Library shares Jewish stories that can help your family talk together about
values and traditions that are important to you.
A program of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, PJ Library is made possible here with the
support of local through philanthropists. Families with children from birth through 8 years
old with Judaism as part of their lives, are welcome to sign up.
PJ Library welcomes all Jewish families, whatever your background, knowledge,
or family make-up, or observance may be. Everyone loves PJ Library!

Examples of programs may
include Zoom play groups, craft
activities,
Zoom charades, Zoom story
hours…the Zoom sky is the limit!

PJ Library @ JFEC is now officially re-launched in our
community and we are delighted with its return. This
is a program celebrates Jewish values, traditions
and culture through the joy of books and community
events.
We have 74 families with a total of 106 children, all of
whom will be receiving their first books beginning
in June.
We are very excited to be coordinating this program.
Initially we have been reaching out to the enrolled
families to establish programing that meets their
needs.
PJ Library provides a tremendous resource for Jewish
identity and we are so excitedto be sending books to
families in our community.

WHAT’S
NEXT>

On the front burner for 202021 is a fresh, collaborative
and interactive Community
Calendar which will
incorporate all aspects of
our community’s needs and
is very easy to read and
navigate. Look forward to
online event registration and
ticket sales.

COMMUNICATIONS

SOCIAL MEDIA

The the
We are more plugged in than ever before. Recent events with COVID-19 underscored
importance of social media to the Federation’s ability to connect with the community. More
importantly, the necessity for a varied amount of timely and relevant information
appropriate for all ages bracketed in our community.

150

We incorporated Constant Contact to get information out to the community in a timely
manner, and the Executive Director’s Friday Shabbat messages have resonated with the
community. We redesigned the Federation’s web site, JFEC.com, updated our logo, and
for programs
and swim
created a clean, vibrant site that is easy to navigate, eye-catching
and filled
with current
content. The Friday Shabbat message is reposted on the meets
site, and until COVID-19, events
were posted regularly.
Facebook and Twitter became staples this year, with emphasis on Facebook ads, photos, events and action items. Folks noticed
our new Facebook designs and we have more than 300 more followers at 812—60% of our followers are women—and we are
aiming for 1,000 followers soon. Viewers are clicking on our photos, posts and videos, and are regularly sharing our information
online. People are using, reviewing and now – more than ever – obtaining Zoom links to different online activities. Our
community is interested and rely on the local, national and international Jewish news and events offered and they can continue
to feel confident that these resources will continue to expand – in real time.

vol unteer
s

In our 46th year of publication, the Jewish Leader continues to strive to keep its readers informed about events that occur locally, in
Israel and around the world. We realize that news can be readily accessed through the internet, but with
that availability,
comes an
different
Adult
overabundance of choices. The Leader’s goal is to give its readers a curated selection of the news about
Israel
and
the
Jewish
world
including 5
programs
in general with local events in the community thrown in the mix to make it a community newspaper for
all
the
Jews
in
eastern
CT.
Luncheon
Speaker
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Series

J Travels
When Forrest Sklar, long-time Layout Editor for the Leader decided to retire in 2019, he passed on the position to Jennifer
Gault.
program
She has done a remarkable job of learning how to build pages and create an appealing layout. Artie Dean continues to write his
s
popular column My Two Cents. Teddy Weinberger’s column and Edgar Asher’s ASHERNET photos and commentaries offer an
insider’s view of Israel and are a very popular part of the paper. Leader columnists Carol Goodman Kaufman and Geoff Hausmann
continue to provide columns that cover travel, food, and every aspect of real estate.
The volunteers who come twice a month to prepare the paper for mailing are a most enthusiastic group and have our continued
gratitude for their resolve and commitment. But wait! A pandemic invaded our corner of the world in March of this year and with
social distancing in place, Leader volunteers are on a temporary hiatus until it again becomes safe to come together. In their place,
Copy Cats located down the street from the Federation has taken on the responsibility of labeling the paper twice a month so we
are able to deliver it to the Norwich Annex on Friday mornings. Thank you for lending a helping hand.

4

Our cadre of volunteers lost one of its long-time members on August 6, 2019. We all mourned the passing of Irving Siegel, 96.
Surviving volunteers Milton and Mimi Seed, Irving’s daughter Marlene, Gerald and Marilyn Rubin and newcomers David Armstrong
and Fay Clymer are the regulars who come to prepare the paper for mailing. Once it becomes safe again, we look forward to having
everyone back at the Federation schmoozing and labeling every two weeks on a Thursday from 2-3:30 PM.

other
fitness

Senior Kosher hot lunch group
Summer Board Meeting 2019 with Congressman Joe Courtney
JFNA professional training at the first FedLab in DC

Get on the Bus! To see Yiddish Fiddler in NYC

A Religious School February send-off for Tal & Roi

JFEC staff celebrates with Jerry Fisher on his retirement

For 19 years, our Young Emissaries arrive in our community to the warm welcome of
their host families and our Federation staff. Host families play a critical part in their
lives while they are here; helping them acclimate, introducing them to people they
wouldn’t meet otherwise and being there for them as they would be for their own
children.
The Young Emissaries are here as a Living Bridge between our countries and our
communities. It is through them that we stay connected to Israel as a whole and our
partnership region specifically.

ISRAELI
YOUNG
EMISSARIES

When Tal & Roi arrived, they started out as all the emissaries do. New!
They met with the people who will be key to helping their year be a successful one and
began the work of getting to know everyone in the community. Their home base is the
Federation office where much of their brainstorming and creativity takes place. Then
their work begins as they move around the community to our synagogues, Solomon
Schechter and religious schools.
In building relationships and bringing their message of connection, their work in the
public schools and civic organizations is a high priority. They speak to many people who
are not Jewish, and in most cases, know very little aboutIsrael.
They literally become “The Face of Israel” to so many who, before the emissaries, had
absolutely no connection to Israel. Now, when they hear about Israel, they think of the
emissaries who brought Israel to life for them.
The relationships continue to be made through programs and events with the youth in
our community. The young people are our future and having them establish
relationships withour Young Emissaries, ultimately transfers to a relationship with
Israel.
Countless teens still have close ties with past emissaries and care about them and
Israel in a way they didn’t before, and our community’s relationship with Israel has
blossomed.
While Tal & Roi’s year came to a screeching halt, they worked hard and made some
lasting relationships all the while leaving their mark on our community. We already
miss them andwill certainly remember the Young Emissaries of 2019-20. The Living
Bridge continues….

WHAT’S
NEXT >
Israel today faces an intensive and
increasingly sophisticated assault on its
right to exist as a sovereign, democratic
Jewish state. On college campuses, and
within professional and academic
associations, in global politics and
throughout local communities, instances of
delegitimization targeting Israel continue
to arise. It’s our mission to support Israel.

YOUTH
PROGRAMMING
Junior Youth Group and Young Emissaries
Visit The Pez Factory

“I believe the children are our
future. Teach them well and let
them lead the way.”
The teens have been busy writing letters to our senior
citizens while dealing with distance learning and studying
for exams. Their elections are coming up which means a
new board will soon be taking over.
We couldn’t have asked for a better, more engaged board
this year. It’s a pleasure to see a group of teens work so
well together.

Jr Youth Group movie event at the Goldfarb residence

In the first quarter of the year, through parental support,
our youth events were well coordinated and attended. Pez
Factory in New Haven or quarterly conventions in
Danbury. Hats off to the many parents who became
chaperones and drivers, ensuring transportation for both
groups.
Our JFEC sponsored BBYO chapter is teen led and teen run
and these kids did all that and more. They are excellent
role models for our up and coming Juniors. We are looking
forward to being with all our youth group kids in-person
again very soon.
Teen and pre-teen youth programming is critical in any
community. It is particularly critical in our Jewish
Community of Eastern Connecticut.

Celebrating Sukkot at Scott's Farm in E Lyme

For 12 1/2 years the Jewish Federation of Eastern
Connecticut has worked with the middle and high school
youth in our community, providing opportunities for
friendship, Jewish life and, ultimately, leadership, as they
become teens in our Yachad BBYO chapter. Even during
COVID-19, both groups have been looking to stay
connected to each other.
Online weekly events have become the new normal – first
for the teens, followed by the Junior Youth Group.
There is a silver lining to every cloud and this pandemic is
no different. Attendance on these Zoom calls is higher
than what we were getting at our monthly in-person
events, especially for the Junior Youth Group. Now those
that attend, do so with enthusiasm and an energy we’ve
not seen in quite some time. We are confident this will
continue when we return to life as we know it.

Yachad BBYO Teens Return from Winter Convention

ISRAEL & PARTNERSHIP 2GETHER

Our connection to our Partnership
region of Afual-Gilboa is stronger
than ever. While we are there to
support many of the organizations
in the region through good times
and challenging times, it is our
Partnership friends who take care
of members of our community
when traveling to Israel. They greet
our community members upon
arrival in the region and help make
accommodations for us at no
cost. In most cases, and whenever
possible, they give our community
members private tours of the many
important and beautiful sites in our
partnership region.

When life goes back to
“normal” and traveling is, once
again, available to us, let the
Federation know if you are
planning a trip to Israel. Maybe
you can join one of our
missions! No matter what, our
partnership friends will extend
their warm Israeli hospitality
like nothing you’ve ever
experienced anywhere before
or ever will again. The
relationship with our
partnership region has become
an integral part of our
community and our connection
to Israel, enhanced and
enriched by 19 years of Young
Emissaries.

WHAT’S NEXT >
Look for “The Israel Desk.” This new program will help us better
understand the nuances regarding life in Israel and the cultural divide
while keeping Israel close to our hearts. We will provide programs,
speakers, articles and interesting news events, as well as be a resource
for your questions and concerns. We will learn together as we provide
educational opportunities that will teach and inform.
Our Partnership friends will keep us informed and updated on life in the
Afula-Gilboa Region as well as general information in the country. We
will reach out to other organizations with whom we already have
established relationships and can provide reliable information.
Look for more information as we begin to roll out this exciting new
venture in the coming months.
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Secretary
Rosa Goldblatt

Executive Director
Carin Savel

Barbara
Wolfe
PJ Library

Directors at Large

Past Presidents

Rabbis (Ex-Officio)

Leonard Cohen
Steven Daren
Ellen DeLeon
Roslyn Etra
Maier Fein
Jo-el Fernandez
Evert Gawendo
Les Kershnar
Elyse Landesberg
Ron Leeser
Caren Linden
Caryn Novick
Sarah Rogovin
Jonathan Rowe
Alan Ruditzky
Martin Rutchik
Barbara Sahagan
Helen Sapozhnikov
Gabriella
Schlesinger
Jerome Schwell
Sema Stein
Cindy Weiner

Harry Leiser (2003-2007)
Martin C. Shapiro (1999-2003)
Myron Hendel, z’l (1995-1999)
Helen Glick (1992-1995)
Reuben Levin, z’l (1988-1992)
Harold Weiner, z’l (1984-1988)
Gary Motin, (1980-1984)
Dr. Jerry Winter, z’l (1976-1980)
Samuel Bellin, z’l (1974-1976)
Seymour L. Hendel (1970-1974)

Rabbi Kenneth Alter
Congregation Ahavath Achim
Rabbi Marc Ekstrand
Temple Emanu-El
Matthew Lewiss, President
Congregation Sharah Zedek
Rabbi Julius Rabinowitz
Beth Jacob Synagogue

Rabbi Chagie Rubin
Congregation Brothers of
Joseph
Rabbi Rachel Safman
Congregation Beth El
Rabbi Susan Schein
Director,
Zachs Hillel House
Connecticut College
Chaplain
Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz
Temple Bnai Israel
Susan Stern, President
Congregation B’nai Shalom
Rabbi Avrohom Sternberg
Congregation Ahavath
Chesed

