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PROGRAMS CONT. ON PG 13

During this time of the pan-
demic, we are always on the 
lookout for interesting and en-
gaging online programs and 
events that will intrigue and 
inspire you. The Jewish Federa-
tions nationwide are all working 
together to collaborate, and be-
cause of this, The Israel Desk is 
happy to bring you two wonder-
ful programs and events.

The first is a wonderful cook-
ing series beginning on Tuesday, 
January 19 at 8pm continuing 
for three more Tuesdays through 
the end of January and beginning 
of February. Thank you to the 
Baltimore Federation for getting 

this off the ground. See page 4 for de tails about each of the featured 
chefs and what they are cooking.

Federation collaborations  
bring great programs
Celebrity Chefs Jan. 19 at 8 PM (page 4) & 

Tu B’Shvat Miracle Jan. 26 at 12 Noon (page 5)

By Gail Weber
There have been intermittent news releases here 

in the Jewish Leader regarding the Jewish Commu-
nity Campus, but I know everyone has not been fol-
lowing our progress. Now is the time to tune in.

In December 2019, a committee was formed to 
explore the possibility of housing Congregation 
Beth-El and The Jewish Federation of Eastern CT at 
29 Dayton Road in Waterford, currently the home of 
Temple Emanu-El. After extensive research of na-
tional trends and analyzing our own demographics, 
this idea makes the most sense in order to strength-
en our current Jewish community and plan for the 
future.

The initial committee has evolved and we now 
have Rabbi Ekstrand and Rabbi Kideckel giving us 
valuable information from the spiritual perspective.

It has been determined that a separate Kosher 
kitchen will be needed and incorporated into the 
plans.

The committee has contracted with an archi-
tect who, after numerous Zoom meetings, is now 
in the process of developing renderings which we 
can share with the community very soon. Up until 
this point, it was extremely difficult to elaborate on 
anything without having a visual to accompany our 
presentation.

Jewish Community Campus update
I do want to be clear that the most important 

part of this process will be the feedback from all of 
you. We were tasked with gathering information 
and that is what we have done. No decisions will be 
made until we hear from you.

This is a very exciting time for our commu-
nity and my hope is that each and every one of us 
can come to the meetings with open minds, open 
hearts, and no pre-conceived ideas. We are at a 
crossroad and our decisions will have everlasting 
effects for the generations who come after us.

I would like to summarize with the committee’s 
shared vision:

“A campus including The Jewish Federation of-
fices and an up-graded facility with a sanctuary and 
a chapel shared by two congregations in order to 
provide a secure future for the Jewish community.”

Please feel free to contact any of the committee 
members.

They include: Debra Daren, Steve Daren, Jo-el 
Fernandez, Kenn Fischburg, Harry Leiser, Mona 
Levin, Kathleen McFadden, Romana Primus, Carin 
Savel, Nate Weiss, Len Wolman, Robyn Wolman, 
Rabbi Ekstrand, Rabbi Kideckel, and Gail Weber 
(Chairperson).

The Jewish Federation of Eastern Connecticut thanks those who 
have supported the 2020-2021 Federation Annual Campaign. In the 

face of unprecedented challenges, we 
can determine the collective future of 
Eastern Connecticut’s Jewish communi-
ty. Your gift of support, joined together 
with hundreds of others, will help us 
meet the challenges of today and tomor-
row.

The community of Federation sup-
porters spans every age, denomina-
tion, and affiliation. We stand united in 
a common belief and trust in the Jewish 

Federation to strengthen and protect our Jewish future. Amid a global 
pandemic and a nation-wide movement for social justice and racial 
equality, our resolve grows even stronger.

Together, we will:
• Protect and strengthen Jewish life and institutions 

throughout our Eastern Connecticut community
• Care for the most vulnerable – locally and around the world
• Deepen connections to Israel and the Jewish people world-

wide
• Connect with and address issues that are impacting the 

broader Eastern Connecticut community
If you have not yet made your gift to the 2020-21 Annual Campaign, 

it is not too late. Make your check payable to JFEC and remit to 28 
Channing St., New London, CT 06320 or make your donation on-
line at JFEC.com. 

Thank you for entrusting us with this sacred work and for your 
dedication to making an impact here in Eastern Connecticut, Israel 
and throughout the world. 

Thank you for your support
By Marcia Reinhard, JFEC Ass’t Director

The year of Shoshan Zahor and Hadar Elia was the beginning of 
my third year as the Young Emissary Coordinator and my second full 
year. I was enjoying my new role so very much and was excited to meet 

Shoshan and Hadar at Camp Laurelwood. I’d been going to Camp Lau-
relwood for the emissary orientation since the year we hosted Tohar, 
2006-07, so I was comfortable by the time Shoshan and Hadar arrived. 

Warm smiles and so much more
I remember meeting them – 

Hadar had the warmest smile 
and Shoshan had a bubbly per-
sonality. They were as excited to 

meet me as I was to 
meet them. There was 
so much ahead of us 
and we could not wait 
to get started.

Once in the com-
munity, the girls met 
their families, started 
settling in and began 
the scary, yet excit-
ing step of going to 
their various sites 
and meeting the many 
people who would 
be impacting their 
lives over the next 
ten months. I recall 
bringing them to the 
Federation office to 
meet the staff and see 
where they would be 
working. There were 
driving lessons to be 
taken and cameras 

l-r 2009-10 Young Emissaries Shoshan Zahor and Hadar Elia enjoy some 
downtime fishing with Mike Reinhard, spouse of Marcia Reinhard and friends.
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Candle Lighting for Eastern CT area

Since 1946 

Energy Saving Windows & Doors! 
ORDER FACTORY DIRECT! 
Vinyl Replacement & New Construction Windows 
Storm Windows & Commercial Aluminum 
Professional Installation Available 

 

~ Duralite warm edge spacer stays warmer and keeps you cozy. 
            ~ When you’re cozy you save energy and money! 
   ~ Saving energy is also good for the environment.  
                ~ Stay comfortable and keep moisture out. 
         ~ Duralite glass space is the best in the  
                                                          industry! 

860.848.9258 
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 
www.alltimemfg.com 

Tu Bi Sh’vat  
Tu Gether

A Community 
Celebration

Wednesday, January 27 
at 7PM
On Zoom

Music with  
Sherry Barnes 

             and Roz Etra
Spirituality with

Rav Julius Rabinowitz and Rabbi Ken Alter
Special guest speakers 

From the Connecticut College Arboretum
Call to Action

Rabbi Marc Ekstrand
Closing Benedictions

Rabbi Earl Kideckel

This is a collaborative production of the
 liberal Congregations of Southeastern Connecticut.

By Cnaan Liphshiz, JTA
A popular British children’s 

author omitted “The Merchant 
of Venice” from his adaptation 
of William Shakespeare plays for 
young audiences.

One reason: anti-Semitism.
“Yes, there was some worry 

that this might be the first time 
an 8-year-old reads about a 
Jew,” Michael Morpurgo told The 
Guardian on Monday about the 
decision not to include the play in 
the “Tales from Shake-
speare” anthology for 
children older than 6.

“A story that the Na-
zis used to portray Jew-
ish people in a bad light 
– that is not something 
you put in front of an 
8-year-old as their first 
example of an extraor-
dinary group that has 
contributed so much to 
the world and suffered 
so much.”

Morpurgo, the au-
thor of  “War Horse” 
and “Kensuke’s King-
dom,” was quoted by 
The Times of London 
as saying that “The 
play can be antisemitic 
… I did feel this was 
Shakespeare’s play and 
I could not tell it hon-
estly. It would be offen-
sive.”

He told The Guard-
ian that The Times had 
played up the weight 
of anti-Semitism in his 
decision.

It is “not a play I en-

‘Merchant of Venice’  
omitted from Shakespeare 

anthology
joy myself. I didn’t ‘refuse’ to 
include the play, no one told 
me to do it – I sat down quietly 
and decided the 10 I would do,” 
he said. Calling his decision 
censorial is “completely wrong 
and a knee-jerk reaction,” he 
added.

The play is about a mer-
chant who fails to pay back a 
large loan to a greedy Jewish 
moneylender named Shylock.

Michael Morpurgo, seen in 2019, 
said calling his decision censorial is 
“completely wrong and a knee-jerk 
reaction.” (David Levenson/Getty 
Images)
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Everyone counts:   We are counting on you!

Here in Eastern Connecticut the JFEC works to support, sustain and revitalize Jewish life.  
But we can’t do it without you.  Send in your donation today.

The ALEPH: The Institute of Jewish Ideas is a community-wide 
Jewish learning initiative, supported by a community donor through 
their family fund at the Jewish Community Foundation of Greater 
Hartford, co-sponsored by the Mandell JCC and the UConn Center for 
Judaic Studies. 

The Institute chooses an annual theme and invites the community 
to join high-level educational programming that connects to this an-
nual theme. The 2021 theme is The Jewish Roots of Social Justice. 
This year’s program will explore the pursuit of social justice as a core 
Jewish value through lectures, discussion, and cultural events that ex-
amine the history of Jewish engagement with social justice from the 
writings of the prophets to 21st century community activism, along 
with discussions of socially just ways to talks about Judaism, race, Is-
rael, and more. 

 All of this year’s programs (beginning Thursday, January 7, with 
the last program scheduled for May 6) will be held via Zoom at 
7:30pm EST on Thursday evenings. For a detailed schedule, please 
visit the ALEPH website, http://www.mandelljcc.org/index.php?s
rc=gendocs&ref=Aleph&category=JewishLifeLearning. To reserve 
a space and purchase tickets for programs, please visit https://www.
tix.com/ticket-sales/mandelljcc/2172. 

Here are the programs for 2021:
January 7, 2021 Prof. Deena Grant (Hartford Seminary) The 

Jewish Roots of Social Justice in the Writings of the Prophets Bibli-
cal prophets, such as Amos, Isaiah, and Jeremiah, witnessed and called 
out systemic social injustices. However, prophetic rebuke did not nec-
essarily reform Israel’s behavior nor did it alter the course of the na-
tion’s history. In tonight’s talk we will explore the prophetic argument 
for social justice as well as the prophetic experience of failure, in order 
to understand the role of prophecy within the larger context Israel’s 
salvation, exile, and restoration.

 
January 21, 2021 Prof. Aaron Hahn Tapper (University of San 

Francisco) A Pedagogy of Social Justice: Teaching Jewish Diversity, 
Dismantling the “White, Male Jew” 

This session offers one way to both teach and deconstruct the dom-
inant stereotypes that Jews reinforce when teaching about Jews and 
Judaisms. 

 
February 18, 2021 Rabbi Stephanie Ruskay (Jewish Theologi-

cal Seminary) Jewish Ethics, Social Justice, Community Organizing 
and the 21st Century Rabbinate 

Rabbi Stephanie Ruskay has made her career in the Jewish social jus-
tice sector. She directs field education and entrepreneurial endeavors at 
JTS and is focused on raising the scope and profile of social justice work 
and community organizing skills in the role of the contemporary rabbi. 
 

March 4, 2021 Performing Judaism and Social Justice With Ken-
dell Pinkney, Avi Amon, and Rebecca S’manga Frank (this will be a 
Zoom-theatrical performance)

Kendell Pinkney is a Brooklyn based theatre-maker, Jewish-life 
consultant, and rabbinical student at the Jewish Theological Seminary. 
Avi Amon is a Turkish-American composer, sound artist, and educa-
tor. Rebecca S’manga Frank is an actor, writer, director, and passionate 
developer of new work. 

 
March 18, 2021 Susannah Heschel, The Eli Black Professor of 

Jewish Studies at Dartmouth College. Blacks, Jews, and Black Jews 
This lecture will explore three intertwined dimensions of relations 
between African Americans and Jewish Americans: Jewish involve-
ment in the Civil Rights Movement, Jewish memory of the Civil Rights 
Movement in recent decades in light of the rise of white nationalism, 
and scholarship on racism and what they might contribute to our un-
derstanding of antisemitism. Many American Jews turn with pride to 
the active participation of Jews in the Civil Rights Movement (CRM), in 

Exploring the Jewish  
roots of social justice

which numerous rabbis and Jew-
ish students took part in dispro-
portionate number – and some 
died. The Black Jewish bonds of 
the CRM days remain a powerful 
and inspiring memory, and many 
Jews long to revive those allianc-
es. To revive the alliances of the 
past, Prof. Heschel suggests we 
need to incorporate new under-
standings of the nature of racism 
and recover the prophetic tradi-
tions that forged the alliances in 
the past.

May 6, 2021 Prof. Gil Troy, 
McGill University On Zionism, 
Israel, and Social Justice. Zion-
ism, more than most movements 
of national liberation, has long 
had its eyes on making Israel a 
model for the world, not just a 
refuge from the world: David 
Ben-Gurion called this fulfilling 
the covenant, not just building an 
ark. This lecture will analyze this 
central theme in Zionism ideol-
ogy, assessing what Israel has 
achieved - and where it has fallen 
short -- in creating a nation that 
fulfills the Torah’s command-
ment to seek justice, not just for 
yourself but for the stranger, too. 

By Anna Sheikowitz 
Hi! I’m Anna Sheikowitz and I’m one of the members of the Jewish 

Federation of Eastern CT’s Junior Youth Group. Covid has been tough, 
but we all push through it in different ways. One of the many ways that 
groups of people get together is on a zoom call, so we tried it out. Back 
in late April, Marcia Reinhard – Youth Director for our community, sent 
an email to everyone inviting us to have a zoom meeting together. 

A bunch of us went on the call, hoping to have a good time, and 
we totally did. We played games and talked a lot to catch up. Then we 
planned to do it again and then again and since then we have been on 
a Zoom call almost every weekend. The number of people joining the 
call changes from week to week, but we have had as many as 11 people 
on one call. The calls last about 2 hours. We play Quiplash (one of our 
favorites!), Kahoot, Skribblio, Jeopardy and Hangman. We even had a 
past Young Emissary, Guy Carmi (2016-17) join us for a call. He creat-
ed an online version of Family Feud. Some of the questions were a little 
challenging but we learned a lot and had a really good time with Guy. 
Last weekend, Young Emissary Ron Peleg (2014-15) also joined us for 
Quiplash and Skribblio and stayed on the call for about 45 minutes. 
It was a nice surprise and a lot of fun having Ron join our Zoom call. 

We are ALWAYS up for suggestions of games we can play together 
as a group. We LOVE new people joining us to play games and becom-
ing a part of our friendly family. You are always welcome! Thank you, 
Marcia Reinhard, for arranging the games for the group, playing along 
with us, and making these calls happen. Special thanks to the kids who 
come on the calls each week and make it so much fun. We are hoping 
2021 will bring us back together for our in-person events and the op-
portunity to all be in the same room once again.  

If you’d like information about joining our weekly calls, you can 
email Marcia Reinhard at mreinhard@jfec.com or call the Federation 
office at 860-442-8062.

JFEC’S Jr. Youth Group 
busier than ever!

OUR PROGRAMS FOR JANUARY: 
Jewish Education Theology and  Information 
(JETI talks) –Wednesday Eves: 
-1/13: Prof. Marc Zimmer: The state of Science 
-1/20: Dr. Artie Dean: Self Hypnosis & Its Uses 

Shir Shabbats with Musicians in Residence:
-1/8 @ 7:30 w/ Marcia Reinhard
-1/15 @ 7:30 w/ Cantor S. Cohn
-1/22 @ 6:00 w/ Roz Etra
-1/29 @ 6:00 w/ Cantor Rubenstein

    Lunch & Learn with Rabbi Kideckel:
  (1st & 3rd Thursdays) 

Kol Esperanza Concert sponsored by 
Weiner/Tom Fund – February 28 
Call to participate in any of our 
programs! 



http://www.mandelljcc.org/index.php?src=gendocs&ref=Aleph&category=JewishLifeLearning
http://www.mandelljcc.org/index.php?src=gendocs&ref=Aleph&category=JewishLifeLearning
https://www.tix.com/ticket-sales/mandelljcc/2172
https://www.tix.com/ticket-sales/mandelljcc/2172
http://mreinhard@jfec.com
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@akiva, the teen engagement department of the Jewish Education 
Center, is proud to present Israel in Shorts: a three-week film experi-
ence for Jewish teens. Israel in Shorts is a chance for educators, stu-
dents, and families from the Cleveland Jewish community and across 
the United States to explore Israel and Jewish identity through a vari-
ety of lenses and perspectives, all through the medium of short films 
and interactive, socially distant activities.

Premiering on Sunday, January 31, 2021 Israel in Shorts will 
offer a variety of individual and group virtual experiences, including 
watch-a-longs of a curated list of films, playbill discussion guides on 
topics ranging from diversity in Israel to antisemitism to identity and 
coexistence, and activities inspired by the movies. These will feature 
Israeli cooking night, advocacy workshops, environmental STEM proj-
ects, and much more. Teens will be able to opt in individually or as part 
of congregations, schools, and youth movements, and Jewish educa-
tors from Cleveland and around the country will have the chance to 
participate in webinars and individual coaching sessions with the @
akiva staff to learn best practices for bringing Israel in Shorts to their 
teens and communities.

As leaders in the teen engagement space, @akiva recognizes the 
importance of providing Jewish high schoolers with meaningful op-
portunities to connect with Israel, their Jewish identities, and one 
another in developmentally appropriate ways. Throughout the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, we have seen that teens thrive when they are con-
nected and engaged in hands-on ways, as well as through screens. By 
bringing a multifaceted approach to Israel education directly to their 
homes, and using hybrid methodologies to connect with teens during 
the age of social distancing, @akiva aims to impact learners around 
the country through Israel in Shorts. We look forward to partnering 
with our learners and fellow educators to see Israel through different 
lenses, and to sharing the impact with our stakeholders.

Israel in Shorts will run from January 31 - February 21, 2021. We 
will be presenting seven curated films, including Hummus! The Mov-
ie, A Common Goal, and Viral: Antisemitism in Four Mutations. 
Prior to the kickoff of the festival, educators are invited to join @akiva 
on January 13 for a webinar to learn more about the event and its ac-
companying programs. Registration for the informational webinars 
can be found at www.akivacleveland.org/israelinshorts.

For more information, contact Samantha Vinokor-Meinrath at svi-
nokor@akivacleveland.org. 

@akiva is a beneficiary agency of the Jewish Federation of Cleve-
land and a partner agency of the Jewish Education Center of Cleveland.

@akiva presents  
Israel in Shorts:  

A film experience for teens

Enjoy a virtual international culinary 
journey with four celebrity chefs on the Is-
raeli and American scenes: Einat Admony, 
Lior Sercarz, Danielle Renov and Adeena 
Sussman. Explore their Moroccan, Ye-
menite, Persian, Tunisian, and Ashkenazi 
backgrounds, recipes, and culinary inspira-
tions. See article on page 1 for registra-
tion information.

Einat Admony – The Ultimate                            
    Balaboostas
Tuesday, January 19, 8 pm EST
Menu: Moroccan Spiced Fish, Yemenite 
Salad with Fenugreek-Yoghurt Dressing, 
and Ja’ala

Einat Admony, also known as the “ul-
timate balaboosta,” (“perfect housewife” 
in Yiddish), is the chef and owner of Bala-
boosta, the fine-dining Middle Eastern res-
taurant, and the beloved falafel chain Taim. 
She is also the author of two cookbooks: 
Balaboosta and Shuk. Registration required

Lior Lev Sercarz – The Spice Master
Tuesday, January 26, 8 pm EST
Menu: Freekah and Feta Salad; Charred 
Eggplant and Labneh Parfait

Lior Lev Sercarz is the chef, spice blender 
and owner of La Boîte, a biscuits and spice 
shop in New York City. Lior and La Boîte 
have been featured in publications includ-
ing The New York Times, Vogue, In Style 
Magazine, Every Day with Rachel Ray, Food 
& Wine Magazine and the SAVEUR 100. He 
is the author of The Art of Blending, The 

Spice Companion, and his most recent 
book, Mastering Spice, was named one of 
the best cookbooks of the year by The New 
York Times Book Review. 

Danielle Renov – Peas, Love & Carrots
Tuesday, February 2, 8 pm EST
Menu: Meat stuffed artichokes; Sumac-
Scented Fennel and Tangerine Salad

Danielle Renov is the blogger/influencer 
behind the popular website and social me-
dia brand, Peas, Love & Carrots, where she 
shares delicious and approachable recipes, 
lifestyle tips and hacks, and more. Half Mo-
roccan and half Ashkenazi, Danielle is a 
living melting pot of the cultures she was 
born into and those she now lives among 
in Israel. 

Adeena Sussman – Sababa
Tuesday, February 9, 8 pm EST
Menu: My Mother’s Irresistible Peach 
Kuchen; Chewy Tahini Blondies

Adeena Sussman is the author of Sa-
baba: Fresh, Sunny Flavors from My Israeli 
Kitchen, which includes an introduction 
by Zahav’s Michael Solomonov and was 
named a Best Fall 2019 cookbook by The 
New York Times, Bon Appetit, and Food & 
Wine. She is currently working on her fol-
low up to Sababa, all about the foods of 
Shabbat. The co-author of 11 cookbooks, 
Adeena’s three most recent collaborations, 
including Cravings and Cravings: Hungry 
for More with Chrissy Teigen, were New 
York Times best-sellers.

By Tammy Kaye
Coordinator, JFEC Encountering Programs

Students from Waterford High School’s War and Literature classes 
engaged in learning valuable lessons about the Holocaust from Mar-

lene Yahalom, 
Ph.D., Director 
of Education 
for the Ameri-
can Society for 
Yad Vashem.  

A r ra n g e d 
through JFEC’s 
Strochlitz Ho-
locaust Re-
source Center 

and the Encountering Survivors Program, the presentation, The Archi-
tecture of Murder: The Auschwitz Birkenau Blueprints gave students an 
in-depth look into the inner workings of the camp, the largest death 
factory in human history. 

The Architecture of Murder: The Auschwitz Birkenau Blueprints
The program focused on 

both the perpetrators and 
large scale, premeditated, cal-
culated mass murder as well 
as the survivors, who showed 
strength and resilience 
through poetry and personal 
accounts.  

In keeping with our mission 
to educate youth on the hor-
rors of the Nazi genocide, this 
programming will continue at 
several area high schools for 
the remainder of the school 
year.

http://www.akivacleveland.org/israelinshorts
mailto:svinokor%40akivacleveland.org?subject=Israel%20in%20Shorts
mailto:svinokor%40akivacleveland.org?subject=Israel%20in%20Shorts
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    By  

Artie
  Dean

Return of Moishe, Part 5

Continued from the last issue (Dec., 18, 2020)
Moishe could not have possibly known the challenges that awaited 

them, should        they be lucky enough to locate their children. With the 
determination they had always displayed under adversity the Rappin-
sky clan put their faith in three things: their family, the basic goodness 
of humanity, and a belief that everything happens for a reason.                

That’s when they hit the pothole.

***

The jolt was terrifying, a metallic thud that sent a shudder through 
Moishe’s spine. Instinctively he put a hand out to stop Naomi from 
lurching forward. “Damn it,” Paulo was yelling, for they had careened 
backward into a mammoth pothole. Paulo guided the jeep to the curb, 
his curses punctuated by the scrape of metal on asphalt. He opened his 
door and ran to inspect the damage.

“Stay in the car,” Moishe said to Naomi and Sarah once he saw they 
were unharmed. Then he joined Paulo at the rear of the jeep. Paulo 
crouched, and peered beneath. 

Naomi rolled down her window. “The boys, we’ve got to find the 
boys.” 

“It’s the muffler, for God’s sake,” Paulo said. 
Moishe frowned. He glanced at his phone, the find my phone icon 

flashing steadily.          “They’ve stopped in the park,“ Moishe said. 
“Maybe that’ll give us a chance.”            

Paulo nodded. “Unless they’re not with the phone. Then they could 
be anywhere.” 

“Either way, what choice do 
we have but to follow the signal?”                                                 

“What are you doing?” Moishe 
said as Paulo wrapped his jacket 
around his arm and crawled un-
der the jeep. “We can do without 
a muffler,” Paulo said, grimacing 
as he tugged.“We’ve got to go,” 
Sarah yelled, jumping from the 
car. She stood with her hands on 
her hips, her eyes wild with the 
thought of losing her son.

“Aiiii, Bastardo, Paulo mut-
tered, twisting and pulling, the 
muffler still stubbornly attached 
by a single remaining clamp. 
“Let’s go,” Moishe said. “No time.”

And so with Moishe and Paulo 
back in the jeep they navigated 
towards the park. People on the 
sidewalk turned their heads to 
follow the clamor. They glimpsed 
four frantic parents, driving er-
ratically, the jeep’s engine roar-
ing, trailing sparks as the exhaust 
system scraped the road.

A trio of police officers shook 
their heads as the Rappinskys 
turned onto Park drive.  

“Be on the lookout for a white 
jeep, one officer said into his ra-
dio to his captain stationed in the 
park. Then he turned his atten-

tion back to restraining two men 
in a fist fight.

***
Meanwhile, deep in the park, a 

black SUV pulled to a halt in front 
of a group of armed men huddled 
around a fire burning in a metal 
garbage can. “Put them with the 
others,” the driver said, casting 
his eyes towards Jacob and Ben 
in the back seat.

Jacob took a deep breath, and 
then let it out slowly, trying with 
great effort to stem the building 
tears. He wiped his eyes with 
his sleeve and inhaled quickly to 
stop his nose from running. The 
horror of their unfair captivity 
should have left him incapacitat-
ed with fear. Instead, a sense of 
calm overtook his mind, a height-
ened awareness of everyone and 
everything around him, and a 
resolve to survive the night. As 
he and Ben were led away, Jacob 
studied the faces of angry men, 
not much older than he was, lis-
tening in rapt attention to their 
leader. Their faces were set, their 
eyes burning with the fire that 
comes from believing you’ve 
found the truth. “You’ve got to 
crush the enemy. Show no mercy. 
Make this night a rallying call 
for our cause,” their leader was 
saying. The looks on those faces 
reminded Jacob of newsreels he 

had seen at school of Hitler giving speeches to multitudes of mesmer-
ized Germans. 

The boys were pushed and shoved towards a group of teenagers 
shackled together by their legs around a huge oak. In their faces he 
saw the same terror he was trying to squelch. He recognized, by their 
clothes and their kippahs, the common bond they all shared and the 
reason they’d been singled out. 

“In this van there’s enough explosives to blow them to smithereens 
when the time comes,” the leader was saying. “Until then you all know 
what you need to do.” 

Jacob’s eyes flew wide. He put a hand on Ben’s shoulder who was 
whimpering silently. He pictured his mother’s face and wondered if 
he’d ever see her again, imagining his parents safe and sound in their 
Brooklyn home, oblivious to all he was seeing.

How can this be happening in America?

To be continued. . .

A Jurassic Park Tu B’Shvat Miracle in Israel
Tuesday, January 26, 2021 at 12 pm

During the week of Tu B’Shvat, join Federation for 
Jewish Philanthropy of Upper Fairfield County 
CEO David Weisberg for a special conversation with Dr. 
Elaine Solowey and David Lehrer of the Arava Institute 
in Israel to learn about the miracle story of how 
scientists at the Institute brought 
back to life the long extinct native 
Judaean Date Palm and its biblical fruit.

REGISTER AT: 
JEWISHPHILANTHROPYCT.ORG/DATEPALM

PRESENTED BY: YOUR LOCAL PARTNER:

Brought to you by THE ISRAEL DESK

AUTO  |  HOME  |  COMMERCIAL  |  MARINE  
 
 
 
 

 
ANDREW J. LEVINE 

Owner, Producer, 40+ Years Experience 
 

221 Boston Post Rd.                                  860-739-4444 Office 
P.O. Box 339                860-739-6861 Fax 
East Lyme, CT 06333               andy@ligct.com  
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Realtor Corner
By Geoff Hausmann

What should a good Jewish boy do on Christ-
mas morning? I came up with the idea of writing 
my Jewish Leader article. 

At one time, I was a landlord and had 36 dif-
ferent units under me. The monthly income was great, but there are 
a lot of issues that may come up. I assist many people in becoming 
a landlord even though it is almost three years since I sold my last 
property.

The biggest thing a landlord must remember is that the tenant has 
rights. If a tenant is under a lease and you want to sell the property, 
that tenant’s lease must convey to the new owner without any modifi-
cations unless agreed by all parties involved. A new owner will always 
think the tenant should be paying more rent, but that is not always 
possible to change. On the other hand, if the tenant is on a month to 
month situation, they must be given at least 30-days’ notice to make 
the modification.

COVID 19 has played a big roll in 2020. With the eviction mortar-
ium in place, it has been very difficult to remove tenants for lack of 
payment. Rental assistance programs have been established, but land-
lords need the assistance of the tenants to collect some of that income.

And now for the wonderful situations that some of my clients have 
had to deal with. All these occurrences happened during the wonder-
ful year of 2020. 

1. A landlord thought their tenant was selling drugs out of the 
unit but had no evidence. The landlord went to the police 
for assistance. Originally, the police kept stating it was a 
civil matter. Finally, the landlord got the police to raid the 
unit and found enough product and arrested the tenant. 
Even though this person was heading to jail, they were still 
classified as a tenant. The landlord still had to go through 
the eviction process and then had to pay to store all the 
tenant’s belongings for 30 days.

2. A family member decided to go and visit a tenant. Of 
course, that was a day we had some snow. Seven days later, 
the landlord was served with papers that they were being 
sued. The statement stated that she had fallen outside on 
the driveway. When the other tenants were questioned by 
the insurance investigators, they found out that this per-
son had fallen on the interior stairs as they were going 
outside because their shoe heal broke. The insurance com-
pany gave this person a choice to cancel this $5,000 lawsuit 
or be arrested for perjury. 

3. November 2020, this same person from above decided to 
move into this unit with her two adult sons and the ex-
isting tenant who had not made any rental payments all 
year. They never asked the landlord for permission. This 
tenant was under eviction proceedings. The eviction was 
about to be finalized in March 2020, but the court system 
had shut down. In November 2020, this tenant was offered 
$2,000 for their keys if they were out by December 2020. 
This tenant did move out on November 30 and demanded 
the $2,000. The only problem was that the family members 
remained. The landlord’s attorney took the matter to court 
and the fact that the family members were not listed on 
the eviction proceedings, the court wanted the process to 
begin again, even though these people had no legal right 
to live there.

I realize that I am scaring you about becoming a landlord. The main 
reason to become a landlord is to make money. You just need to make 
sure you are doing everything possible to protect yourself. The Con-
necticut Housing Authority teaches an 8-hour class on being a land-
lord. 

Please remember you can search for homes at www.CallThe-
HouseMan.com. Do you have a question about real estate?  

Advice/responses will be made by: Geoff Hausmann, RE/MAX on 
the Bay, 860-443-4400, Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com

Landlord Horrors
By Abigail Klein Leichman, 

Israel21c
Israel is leading the world in 

getting its citizens vaccinated 
against Covid-19.

As of December 22, Israel 
had administered the first dose 
of the Pfizer/BioNTech Covid-19 
vaccine to 83 citizens out of ev-
ery 10,000. In second place was 
the United Kingdom, at 74 out of 
10,000. The United States was a 
distant third, with 30 out of every 
10,000 people vaccinated.

On December 23, Bahrain had 
overtaken Israel in the top spot, 
with 294 per 10,000, while Israel 
came in second at 162.

Israel regained the No. 1 
spot by December 27, with 4.37 
people vaccinated out of 100. 
Bahrain was second with 3.23, 
and the UK third with 1.18. By 
December 28, Israel increased it 
lead, with 5.68 people per capita 
getting their first shot.

Israel has given most Covid-19  
vaccines per capita

These statistics come from Our World in Data, a nonprofit project 
based at the University of Oxford that gathers and presents “research 
and data to make progress against the world’s largest problems.”

In terms of number of doses administered so far, Our World in Data 
shows that the United States leads the world with 2.13 million doses 

administered as of December 
28.

Dr. Jonathan Halevy, presi-
dent of Shaare Zedek Medical 
Center in Jerusalem, said Israel 
can vaccinate six million people 
in 100 days. Some 2 million Is-
raelis over age 60 will get vac-
cinated in the next two months.

He does not expect any 
shortage of the Pfizer/BioN-
Tech or Moderna vaccines, 
which both require two doses.

Israel’s population is about 
9 million, but 2 million Israe-
lis are under the age of 16 and 
therefore cannot get vaccinated 
and another million probably 
have antibodies, Halevy said.

He said these two vaccines “should be safer than any vaccine in his-
tory in terms of side effects. Longer term, we have not seen signifi-
cant side effects in the close to 100,000 people who already got it four 
months ago” during clinical trials.

“Nobody knows how long it will be effective,” he added. “And some-
one who got the vaccine could be contagious to others by spreading 
virus from the mucosa of the nose, even if he is immune. We still need 
to wear masks but hopefully we can ease social distancing rules in the 
first half of 2021.”

Regarding new mutations of the virus, Halevy told ISRAEL21c, “All 
authorities agree that the new mutations are sensitive to the vaccine, 
but it is still 99% and not 100%.”

As for BriLife, a vaccine being developed by the Israel Institute for 
Biological Research, Halevy said, “I think BriLife will be excellent, but 
it will take time. They are only starting Phase 2 with 1,000 volunteers. 
They may have to go to other countries [to get enough test subjects] 
for Phase 3. It could take a year or two.”

Halevy predicts that in mid-April, “we will be able to celebrate 
Passover with our families because a critical mass will be vaccinated.”

A nurse giving a Covid-19 vaccine in Jerusalem, December 24, 2020. 
Photo by Yonatan Sindel/Flash90

http://www.CallTheHouseMan.com
http://www.CallTheHouseMan.com
mailto:Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com
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Hadassah News

Hadassah Eastern CT
We’d love to hear from you. 
Please feel free to call or write.

● President: Karen Bloustine bloustinek@gmail.com
860-326-6377

● Membership: Moira Ross moira29ross@hotmail.com
● Donations: Treas. Vicki Seroussi 2 Mitchell Ct 

Norwich, CT 06360
● Cards/Certificates: Kim Fischburg kimfischburg@gmail.com

860-608-9223

   Follow us on Facebook  

By Sheila Horvitz
This interesting book by Don Siegel is one of many ar-

ticles and treatises analyzing the relationship of Ashkenazi 
Jews to the Chinese community and Chinese Food. From 
Sunday afternoon trips to the Chinese restaurant, to the 
tradition of Chinese Food on Christmas, to the burgeoning 
of kosher Chinese, this phenomenon is part of our Jewish 
American culture.

This tradition has been parodied on TV, analyzed in 
academic papers and books and even affirmed in a Senate 
hearing on the Supreme Court nomination of Justice Elana 
Kagan.

During her confirmation hearing, South Carolina Sena-
tor Lindsey Grahmam started to ask Kagan about a failed 
Al-Quaida bomb plot on Christmas Day. It wasn’t clear 
where he was heading, but he said to her - “I just asked you 
where you were at on Christmas.”

And Elana Kagan answered - to an eruption of laughter in the hear-
ing room:

“You know, like all Jews I was probably at a Chinese restaurant.”
On Tuesday, December 22, Hadassah members watched a special 

Zoom program of the Yivo Institute for Jewish Research on Ashkenazi 
Jews and Chinese Food with Andrew Coe, author of “Chop Suey: A Cul-
tural History of Chinee Food in the United States.”

On Tuesday, January 12 at 7 p.m. Hadassah will host a Zoom discus-
sion of that program and our own food and cultural traditions around 
Christmastime in America. The Yivo program is available for viewing 
on YouTube https://youtu.be/MG0lcfFJhLI and can be accessed at 
the Yivo Institute Youtube page.

The origin of Jews eating Chinese food dates to the end of the 19th 
century on the Lower East Side, Manhattan, because Jews and the 
Chinese lived in proximity to each other. There were around a million 
Eastern European Jews living in New York around 1910 and the Jews 
constituted over one quarter of the city’s population. The majority of 
the Chinese immigrated to the Lower East Side from California after 

the 1880s and many of them went into the restaurant business.
Rabbi Joshua Platt is one of the foremost experts on this history. He 

writes that the first mention of the Jewish population eating Chinese 
food was in 1899 in the American 
Hebrew Weekly journal. They criti-
cized Jews for eating at non-kosher 
restaurants, particularly singling 
out Chinese food. But Jews con-
tinued to eat at these restaurants 
and would go out for Chinese food 
on Sundays, when they felt left out 
of church lunch. In 1936, it was 
reported that there were at least 
eighteen Chinese tea gardens and 
chop suey eateries in heavily popu-
lated Jewish neighborhoods. All of 
these were within close walking 

From lokshen to lo mein –
the Jewish love affair with Chinese food

A 1936 ad placed in the Forward’s Newspaper: We wish all Jews 
a Happy New Year.

My New Hadassah Learning - Transgender Issues
Hadassah has given me so much over the years - friends, a sense of 

belonging and pride in what I do and Education! Hadassah’s on-line, 
magazine and audio programs have given me so many new ideas and 
information and opened up new worlds to me. One example is the is-
sue of transgender.

On an audio program, Lisa Hostein, editor of Hadassah Magazine, 
interviewed Rabbi Abby Stein, a transgender woman who grew up in 
a Hasidic community in New York.  www.hadassah.org/regions/
southern.../shofar-quarantine-edition-3.pdf. She chronicled that 
period in her life in the book, “Becoming Eve”. Learning about trans-
gender issues and listening to Rabbi Stein was fascinating for me.

Another interview I listened to was : “What will I Become?”  https://
www.hadassah.org/.../what-we-will-become-discussion-trans 
gender- youth.html. It was also hosted by Lisa Hostein. She inter-
viewed Mimi LeMay, mother of a transgender son, Jacob. Dr.

Norman Spack from Boston Children’s Hospital also participated. 
Mrs. LeMay talked about her 
own upbringing in an obser-
vant home. After leaving that 
community, she lived in Boston 
where she met her husband, 
finished a bachelors and then 
a masters degree, married and 
had three children in a four 
year period. At age 2 1/2, her 
middle child began to declare 
that he was a boy despite hav-
ing been assigned female at 
birth. Seeking help, doctors 
referred her to a therapist who 
suggested that she and her 
husband let their child choose 
clothing and hair styles, and 
wait until the child was older. 
Over time, the child became 
more adamant about being a 

boy and the parents sought the help of Dr. Spack’s team.  At that point, 
Dr. Spack’s clinic was not seeing such young children. Realizing how 
unhappy their child was, the parents decided to allow their child to live 
as a boy. They came to understand that even very young children can 
have a strong sense of their gender identity.

Dr. Spack summarized how he became an expert in the care of 
transgender children and young adults. Research led him to the Dutch 
programs which seemed to be about 10 years ahead of the US. He also 
was mentored by an older endocrinologist. He came to believe that if 
we do not treat this population, the outcomes will be negative - sub-
stance abuse, homelessness and suicide. At first, the team prioritized 
older patients. As their knowledge advanced, it became obvious that 
if puberty could be delayed or actually avoided, the transgender child 
could have a less complicated transition into the preferred gender. Dr. 
Spack quoted several studies that show that transgender children who 
are accepted as their identified gender have equal or even fewer psy-
chological problems than control groups. Four major studies have re-
ceived funding to improve understanding of this population.

Ms. Le May commented that her family and Jacob have been totally 
accepted into their local Jewish community.

She pointed to basic Jewish values such as “Betzelem Elohim” - we 
are all created in the image of the Eternal - and “Tikkun Olam” - repair-
ing the world. Jacob also strongly stated that we must treat EVERYONE 
equally.

Thank you Hadassah for providing food for thought and the infor-
mation essential to learn.

President’s Message  
by Karen Bloustine

distance of Ratner’s, which was 
then the most famous Jewish 
dairy restaurant in Manhattan.

The fact that the Chinese and 
Jews were America’s two largest 
non-Christian immigrant popu-
lations brought them together. 
Unlike other restaurants, the Chi-
nese were open on Sundays and 
on Christian holidays. They also 
lacked religious imagery which 
may have made them appear 
more welcoming for Jews. So, in 
heavily populated Jewish areas 
on the Lower East Side, Jews felt 
more comfortable at these res-
taurants than they did at the Ital-
ian or German eateries that were 
prevalent at the time.

Rabbi Plaut wrote of the ori-
gin of Jews eating Chinese food 
on Christmas: “It dates at least as 
early as 1935 when The New York 
Times reported a certain restau-
rant owner named Eng Shee Chuck 
who brought chow mein on Christ-
mas Day to the Jewish Children’s 
Home in Newark. Over the years, 
Jewish families and friends gather 
on Christmas Eve and Christmas 
Day at Chinese restaurants across 
the United States to socialize and 
to banter, to reinforce social and 
familiar bonds, and to engage in 
a favorite activity for Jews during 

CHINESE CONT. ON PG 13

https://youtu.be/MG0lcfFJhLI
http://www.hadassah.org/regions/southern.../shofar-quarantine-edition-3.p
http://www.hadassah.org/regions/southern.../shofar-quarantine-edition-3.p
https://www.hadassah.org/.../what-we-will-become-discussion-transgender
https://www.hadassah.org/.../what-we-will-become-discussion-transgender
https://www.hadassah.org/.../what-we-will-become-discussion-transgender
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The Best Memories Forever Captured 
By Shoshan Zohar, 2009-10 Young Emissary

I’m writing this article in memory of my great 
friend, Terri Goldsmith. 

I met Terri at Solomon Schechter Academy shortly 
after I arrived at the school in September 2009, and 
we immediately connected. She was the best person 
ever! She had the most beautiful soul! She was brave, 
unique, loved life and I was so fortunate that she 
loved me. Terri was my rock at hard times and the 
best person to celebrate the good. She saw the best in 
everything and everyone and she taught me so much.

My beloved Terri passed away way too soon. I nev-
er got to say goodbye to her, and I regret this every 
day. 

I carry her memory with me everywhere I go. 
Sometimes, when I see a cute little dog or a garden 
full of flowers or watch a bird eat from my bird feeder 
in my garden, I feel her next to me and hear her won-
derful laughter. I miss her so much!

I love you Terri. Thank you for being my friend.
RIP Terri goldsmith, May 14, 1951- March 3, 2019.

As I think back on my year in the community, the 
first memory that comes into my mind is being so ex-
cited about starting this new chapter in my life. The 
week before our departure to the states was the busi-
est and most hectic with packing and saying goodbye 
to everyone.

I was so overwhelmed.  As we arrived at the airport 
the whole group was so excited.  I remember getting on 
the plane and thinking, “This is it!  It’s happening!”  I 
also remember thinking to myself, “How will I pass the 
time until we land?”  The truth is I fell asleep before the 
plane even took off.  I was so exhausted!  I woke up 12 
hours later as we were landing at Newark airport.

I was so lucky to have had the warmest welcome to 
the community by my first host family, The Kreit’s - Deb-
bie, Keith, Rachel and Maya and their dog, Molly.  They 
made me feel like I was 

arriving home.  For the second half of the year I was 
hosted by The Blindermans, Lori, Eli, Riva and their dog, 

Layla who used to hide under the table all the time. 
What strikes me now as an adult, a wife and a parent is 

the unbelievable generosity of both families to welcome a 
stranger from another country into their home who they 
did not know and, on top of that, was a teenager - bringing 
all that goes with it.  Not only did they welcome me into 
their home but made me feel like I was part of the family 
and for that I am forever grateful.

The best memories I have are moments in time that are 
forever captured in my memory. The smile of Gerald every 
morning as I arrived to 
SSA, beautiful Harkness 
Park, Sundays at Temple 
Emanu-el, Hebrew Cafe 
at Borders, Books and 
Music, the best Vietnam-
ese food at that tiny res-
taurant in New London, 
the sense of community 
and togetherness that 
permeated every event, 
JCC day, getting my nails 
done with Esther Mor-
rell, Tracy Todd,and Ha-
dar, going to Terri Gold-
smith’s house a lot and 
making delicious choco-
late pralines together, 
endless talks with Mar-
cia Reinhard and get-
ting the best mentoring 
from her. Then there was 
the most amazing Bat 
Mitzvah that Hadar and 
I made together with 
our host families by our 
sides and so many peo-
ple at Temple Emanu-El 
supporting us.  So many wonderful memories forever cap-
tured. 

After I came back from my Sh’nat Sherut (Year of Ser-
vice), I went into the army for two years. I first served for 
a year as a Hebrew teacher for soldiers who immigrated to 
Israel from Ethiopia. These soldiers did not know Hebrew 
well enough to integrate into the army in jobs that match 
their abilities. There were a lot of cultural differences and 
basic life skills they had to learn.  Some of these soldiers 
lived a very rural life and did not even know how to read 
and write in their native language.

This experience was extremely unique and taught me 
so much about differences and similarities about the de-
veloped world knowledge compared to ancient wisdom. 
For example, although none of them knew what the com-
pass directions meant, they always knew if it was going to 
rain, how to find their way back without a map and could 
find water sources by putting their ear to the ground. 

My second year in the army, I served as a commander 
in boot camp and ran a training course for soldiers teach-
ing them how to be Hebrew teachers like myself.

I really enjoyed my years in the army but was also hap-
py when it was over as I was ready to get on with my life.  I 
worked in a large spice farm and shop for a year and then 
decided to travel.

I flew to India thinking I’d start there and then go on to 
other countries in the region. However, I fell in love with 
India and traveled all over the country for nine amazing 

months.  While traveling, I met Ziv, who first was a very 
good friend and perfect traveling partner, but then, af-
ter 5 months of traveling together we found ourselves 

totally in love and have been together ever since.  Truth 
is, I knew he was the one the minute I first saw him. 
I believe he knew as well… but as we all know, great 
things take time.

Straight from India, I returned to Israel and started 
my first degree in Social Work. At this point I must 
mention Lori, my amazing host mom who was also a 
Social Worker.  Thanks to her, I became familiar with 
this wonderful and interesting profession and decided 
to become a Social Worker myself. So, thank you Lori. 
You are a part of my life every day.

Before I even got all my grades and diploma, I start-
ed working in a youth village for Kids at Risk.  This vil-
lage was a boarding school for young people between 
the ages of 12-18 who couldn’t stay home due to pov-
erty or parental neglect. My job was very fulfilling, in-
teresting, and challenging and I loved every moment of 
it. I felt like I was really making a difference in the lives 
of these kids.

At this point Ziv and I were already living together 
in a tiny one room apartment in Kibbutz Usha which 
is where Ziv was born and raised. At the beginning of 
2018 I became pregnant and on November 26, 2018 I 
gave birth to the most perfect, smart, kind, and beauti-
ful girl of all time (objectively, of course). We named her 
Carmel.

Nine months after Carmel was born, we got married 
in Thessaloniki, Greece accompanied by our parents 

l-r Terri Goldsmith, z’l and Shoshan Zohar

l-r Shoshan Zohar, Marcia Reinhard, and Hadar Elia celebrating Shoshan’s and Ha-
dar’s Bat Mitzvah in 2010.

BEST CONT. ON PG 9
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My home away from home

to be purchased (yes in those days we were still using 
cameras.) I remember the three of us shopping at Best 
Buy as Shoshan painstakingly picked out the very BEST 
camera she could find, all the while driving Hadar and 
I just a little bit crazy. We laughed so much! Our adven-
ture was off to a great start.

Shoshan and Hadar quickly became attached to the 
staff and students at Solomon Schechter and to every-
one at the religious schools, Jewish Community High 
School, Hebrew Café, and the synagogues as well. I had 
a birds-eye view as I watched them transform them-
selves from strangers in our community to becoming 
woven into the tapestry of our everyday lives. They 
were forming wonderful relationships and bringing 
Israel to everyone through activities that were educa-
tional, creative and tons of fun with their warm smiles 
and bubbling personalities.

It was a fun year learning about these two very differ-
ent yet very charming and talented young ladies. I often 
had lengthy, meaningful conversations with Shoshan 

– something she and I enjoyed together very much. One 
of the funniest things I recall was Hadar’s intense fear of 
fish. Yes, fish! I recall thinking she was kidding when she 
first told me. But, no, she was dead serious. She was terri-
fied of fish. My husband, Mike, who loves to fish and often 
did so on a friend’s boat, shared some fishing stories with 
both girls which intrigued Shoshan to the point of asking 
Mike to take her along. After a brief conversation with his 
friend, a date was booked, and they were on! Of course, as 
the day drew closer, Shoshan really wanted Hadar to join 
her but there was no way Hadar was going on a boat to go 
fishing, of all things! Fast forward to the big day and Hadar 
went to see them off. The next thing she knew, of her own 
volition, she got on the boat and joined the fishing trip! 
From what I have heard there was a lot of laughter some-
times at Hadar’s expense, although when she tells it, she 
had a great time – once she got over her initial fear of the 
FISH! It is a shared memory that Mike, Shoshan and Hadar 
will always cherish.

I think the biggest surprise for me that year, however, 
had to be when Shoshan and Hadar told me they both 
wanted to become a Bat Mitzvah – together. They spoke 
with Rabbi Rosenberg and he and Sherry Barnes quickly 
went to work to help them attain their new dream. In Is-
rael they never thought about becoming a Bat Mitzvah, 
yet after a few months in our community a spark was 
ignited inside of them which quickly became a burning 
flame. If my memory serves me correctly, Shoshan was 
a little more eager at first, but much like the fishing trip, 
Hadar soon “got on board” and was equally enthusias-
tic in no time at all. Tracy Todd made Hadar a beautiful 
pink Tallit and Phyllis and Leah Simonson shopped with 
Hadar to help her find the perfect dress.

It was a year of wonderful adventures, a few bumps 
in the road, but nothing we could not handle. To this day, 
I am in close contact with both. Their warm smiles and 
bubbly personalities are as prevalent as ever. I will al-
ways be grateful for our year together.

SMILES CONT. FROM PG 1

and siblings. I love being a mom to Carmel and enjoy 
it so much! I was very fortunate to have the opportunity 
to stay home with Carmel until she was almost two.  This 
past September she started pre-k and I started a new job 
as a Social Worker in my hometown at a free clinic for fam-
ilies in need of emotional support and guidance. 

We live a wonderful life on the Kibbutz and are sur-
rounded by both our families. Ziv works as a manager of 
the Kibbutz dairy farm and he loves it.  We have the most 
energetic dog in the world named Thai, and she’s a perfect 
“big sister” to Carmel.  We love hiking and as Carmel gets 
bigger, we plan to do it more often.

I came to your community as a teenager and left as 
an adult. The year I spent in your community is a great 
part of who I am today. I can only hope that one day, in 
the not-too-distant future, I will come visit you all with 
my husband, Ziv and my daughter, Carmel. 

I wish you all a great new beginning and a wonderful 
year in 2021. Hopefully, things will get back to normal 
soon. In the meantime, stay safe.

I would welcome hearing from anyone who would 
like to catch up.  You can reach me at my email address:  
shoshanzahor@gmail.com or on my Facebook and In-
stagram pages at Shoshan Zahor.

BEST CONT. FROM PG 8

By Hadar Elia, 2009-10 Young Emissary
Dear Community,

It has been 11 years since Shoshan Zahor and I were 
the emissaries in the community, though I can still 
clearly remember that it was one of the best years 
of my life. I was given the privilege to be hosted 
by the Simonson’s (Phyllis, Richie, Joel, Leah & 
Eli) and the Wolman’s (Julie, Mark, Tashi, Gabe 
& Lian) as my families while living in your com-
munity for the year (who truly feel like my real 
families) and all the community that embraced us 
so amazingly, with so much warmth. You all made 
me feel like I was at my home away from home.

As part of this great project that was initiated 
by our legendary Coordinator – Marcia Reinhard, 
I was asked to write about what happened in my 
life during these 11 years since Shoshan and I left 
the community.

When I returned to Israel, I joined the Israeli 
Navy, as part of the mandatory service of the IDF, 
in which I implemented new information sys-
tems. Within a year I went to the officers’ course 
and became an Officer in the Israeli Navy. One of 
the more significant things that happened during 
my service that I can actually talk about and was pub-
lished, was the capturing of the ship KLOS-C (Operation 
Full Disclosure), which attempted to smuggle advanced 
weapons for terrorist organizations operating in the 
Gaza Strip from Iran, through Sudan. What a crazy feel-
ing it was to have that ship in Eilat, I couldn’t even begin 
to explain. After almost five years, I finished my military 
service as a Lieutenant (Junior Grade).

After my military service, I started my B.S. in Indus-
trial Engineering and Management at Shenkar College. 
During my first year of college I joined the Student En-
trepreneurship Club and initiated an internship pro-
gram at Shenkar, which provides students from all ma-
jors – Engineering, Design, and Art – with the unique 
opportunity to gain practical experience in a real, 
challenging workplace. The first course started in the 
summer semester of my first year and had 25 students 
who finished a full internship. Now, that I look back and 
think about how I initiated an academic course during 
my first year of college – I was very bold, optimistic, and 

maybe a bit crazy to think it would actually work. I guess 
being naïve in my first year and believing anything is pos-
sible was a big part of why it worked. I think that my year 
of service with you had a lot to do with why I believe then 

and, even now, that anything is possible. The program is 
still happening, and it makes me proud every semester, 
even though I have passed it on to new management.

These days I’m in my second year of an M.Des Degree 
in Design for Engineers at Shenkar College. I married Dan-
iel Kuknariev in Oct 2019 and we have a baby girl named 
Noga, who was born on the second night of Rosh Hasha-

nah, but in the wee hours of the morning, so actually on 
Sept. 20.

COVID-19 made our reality very different, it made 
me personally feel like the people who are usually close 
to me are very far away because I could only see them 
through zoom, but on the other hand, people who are 
very far away seemed close for the very same reason.

Unfortunately, the community couldn’t have 
emissaries this year, (Thank You COVID-19), but 
because of that I got the chance to have a He-
brew lesson with the 4-5th graders at Solomon 
Schechter Academy and a Hanukkah session 
with the BBYO teens. Both activities and expe-
riences were amazing! I got to see the toddlers 
of my shlichut year who are now so grown up 
(some are almost my age when I was there), and 
I felt like I was a Young Emissary all over again.

I’m definitely looking forward to the next 
time I will get the opportunity to see the com-
munity again.

Hopefully, COVID-19 will be over soon, but 
until then, although there are no Young Emis-
saries with you now, you will always have us, 
your former emissaries, as your Israeli family. 
Even though it has been 11 years, I will always 
be thankful for the most amazing year, and for 
the great experiences that you guys gave me dur-

ing my time with you. You will always be my home away 
from home. Next year in Israel.

If you would like to be in touch and catch up with me, 
you can reach me via my email at hdrl141@gmail.com 
or on Facebook at Hadar Elia. Wishing you all a very 
Happy New Year and only the best in 2021!

l-r 2009-10 Young Emissaries Shoshan Zahor and Hadar Elia at Best 
Buy looking for the perfect camera! My, how times have changed!

mailto:shoshanzahor%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:hdrl141@gmail.com
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By Zev Stub, Jerusalem Post
Imagine this: You walk up to your favorite cafe, and a kiosk outside 

the door recognizes you by face and asks if you want your usual. After 
you make your order, your account is charged automatically, without 
you pulling out your wallet or phone to make a payment.

That’s the idea behind Preciate, a Holon-based start-up looking 
to make the entire shopping process as simple as taking a selfie. The 
company’s Pay by Face kiosk system is already in use in several restau-
rants at the Azrieli Business Center in Holon and is set to begin roll-
ing out in several well-
known Israeli chains in 
the coming weeks.

“When we founded 
the company two and 
a half years ago, we 
were originally fo-
cused on offering a 
solution to give stores 
tools to personalize 
their customers’ shop-
ping experience,” said 
CEO and co-founder 
Eyal Fisher. “So, for 
example, you would 
walk into a clothing 
store and receive sug-
gestions based on your 
size, sense of style, and 
past purchases. How-
ever, once COVID hit, 
we decided to pivot to 
focus on payment by facial recognition as our main feature, and to tar-
get fast-food restaurants and coffee shops as our primary customers.”

Restaurants in Israel have been severely hurt by the government’s 
coronavirus restrictions, which often allow them to offer only take-
out, with minimal ordering capabilities indoors. Using Preciate’s solu-
tion, the venue could easily set up a self-service kiosk outside its door, 
where customers could easily register with a quick selfie and payment 
details. Once that is all set, everything is remembered for future visits, 
so ordering and payment can be done almost instantly.

“Businesses that have a lot of repeat customers are key clients for 
us,” Fisher said.

So far, the system is installed at four restaurants at the Holon Az-
rieli Business Center, where Preciate’s offices happen to be located. 
In the first three months of operation, some 750 customers have reg-
istered for the system, and about 70-80 use it every day, Fisher said.

Next up are two national restaurant chains, Pasta Basta and River 
Noodles Bar, who plan to start rolling out the solution in their branch-
es in the coming days. “We are actually going to launch during the 
lockdown, because our kiosk sits outside of the restaurant, and that’s 
currently the only way people are allowed to order,” Fisher said.

The Fox Group will also start rolling out the solution in its retail 
clothing stores after the current lockdown ends, Fisher said. “We have 

Customers use Preciate’s kiosks to pay using facial recognition. (photo credit: 
Courtesy)

Getting paid by facial recognition
been working with Fox to inte-
grate our kiosks with their pay-
ment system, and we plan to start 
operating in three Fox Group 
stores starting the day after the 
lockdown ends,” Fisher noted.

Preciate also has several cli-
ents in the US, but since the pan-
demic, it has focused its sales 

efforts locally. “We have a wait-
ing list of many more interested 
Israeli businesses,” he added.

Fisher stressed that custom-
er personalization is Preciate’s 
key feature. Several companies 
in China already offer pay-by-
face technology, and Amazon 
has been attracting attention in 
the US for its “Go” stores, where 
scanners and cameras around 
the store track everything that a 
shopper places in the shopping 
cart, making checkout counters 
obsolete. “We offer full 360-de-
gree personalization that en-
ables the store to access data it 
already has about who you are 
and the things you like,” Fisher 
said. People have come to expect 
this sort of personalization when 
they shop online, and we want to 
bring it to in-person shopping as 
well.”

Preciate is well-positioned 
for success. Fisher’s co-founder 
is Avi Naor, one of the founders 
of billing software giant Am-
docs and a legend in Israel’s tech 
scene. The company, which has 
just eight employees, has raised 
$8 million in private capital, 
mostly from Naor, and hopes to 
raise more money after the prod-
uct has proven itself with more 
clients.

By Abigail Klein Leichman, Israel21c
Delivering healthy genetic material into the inner ear cells of mice 

with a genetic defect that causes deafness enables the cells to function 
normally, according to a new study from Tel Aviv University (TAU).

The novel treatment prevented the gradual deterioration of hear-
ing in these mice. It could lead to a breakthrough in treating children 
born with various mutations that eventually cause deafness.

The study, led by Prof. Karen Avraham of the Department of Hu-
man Molecular Genetics and Biochemistry at TAU’s Sackler Faculty of 
Medicine and Sagol School of Neuroscience, was published in EMBO 
Molecular Medicine on December 22.

Deafness is the most common sensory disability worldwide. Ac-
cording to the World Health Organization, about half a billion people 
have hearing loss and this figure is expected to double in the coming 
decades.

One in every 200 children is born with a hearing impairment, and 
one in every 1,000 is born deaf. In about half of these cases, deafness 
is caused by a genetic mutation. A hundred different genes are associ-
ated with hereditary deafness.

Schematic representation of inner ear anatomy. Image courtesy of 
EMBO Molecular Medicine

“In this study we focused on genetic deafness caused by a muta-
tion in the gene SYNE4 – a rare deafness discovered by our lab several 
years ago in two Israeli families, and since then identified in Turkey 
and the UK as well,” Avraham said.

“Children inheriting the defective gene from both parents are born 
with normal hearing, but they gradually lose their hearing during 
childhood. The mutation causes mislocation of cell nuclei in the hair 
cells inside the cochlea of the inner ear, which serve as soundwave re-
ceptors and are essential for hearing. This defect leads to the degen-
eration and eventual death of hair cells.”

Avraham’s lab used an innovative gene therapy technology: they 
created a harmless synthetic virus that served as a delivery vehicle for 
a normal version of the gene that is defective in both the mouse model 
and the affected human families.

Says Shahar Taiber, one of Avraham’s students on the combined 
MD-PhD track: “We injected the virus into the inner ear of the mice, 
so that it entered the hair cells and released its genetic payload. By 
so doing, we repaired the defect in the hair cells and enabled them to 
mature and function normally.”

The treatment was administered soon after birth and the mice’s 
hearing was then monitored using both physiological and behavioral 
tests.

“The findings are most promising,” said Prof. Jeffrey Holt from Bos-
ton Children’s Hospital and Harvard Medical School, a collaborator on 
the study. “Treated mice developed normal hearing, with sensitivity 
almost identical to that of healthy mice who do not have the mutation.”

The scientists are now developing similar therapies for other muta-
tions that cause deafness.

“This is an important study that shows that inner-ear gene therapy 
can be effectively applied to a mouse model of SYNE4 deafness to res-
cue hearing,” said Dr. Wade Chien from the US National Institute on 
Deafness and Other Communication Disorders’Inner Ear Gene Ther-
apy Program and Johns Hopkins School of Medicine. Chien was not 
involved in the study.

“The magnitude of hearing recovery is impressive,” he said. “This 
study is a part of a growing body of literature showing that gene ther-
apy can be successfully applied to mouse models of hereditary hear-
ing loss, and it illustrates the enormous potential of gene therapy as a 
treatment for deafness.”

Additional contributors included Prof. David Sprinzak from the 
School of Neurobiology, Biochemistry and Biophysics at TAU’s George 
S. Wise Faculty of Life Sciences. The study was supported by the US-
Israel Binational Science Foundation, the National Institutes of Health, 
the European Research Council, and the Israel Precision Medicine 
Partnership Program of the Israel Science Foundation.

Scientists develop new 
gene therapy for deafness
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TECHNOLOGY. TRADITION. TORAH.
Congregation Beth El is welcoming new members. During this time 
of pandemic our congregation is more active than ever through the 
safety of Zoom and offers a wide variety of options for everyone.

Rabbi Earl Kideckel joined Beth El as its spiritual 
leader this summer and has rapidly become a 
beloved part of the congregation. He has provided 
innovative ways to vitalize the synagogue despite 
the pandemic and has initiated diversity to our 
services while respecting our traditions. Rabbi 
Kideckel has officiated at life cycle events for many 
decades and enjoys collaborating with other area 
synagogues and clergy. 

JOIN US – WE LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU! 
860.442.0418 • office@bethel-nl.org • bethel-nl.org

By Benjamin Ivry, Forward
The French fashion designer Pierre Cardin, who died on Dec. 29 

at age 98, likely acquired empathy for Jewish customers through his 
wartime experience as an Italian émigré to France.

Cardin, who created futuristic garb for everyone from the Beatles 
to NASA astronauts, was born Pietro Costante Cardin in the province 
of Treviso, in the Veneto region of north-eastern 
Italy. His parents, farm owners, were economically 
devastated by the First World War. As a result, in 
1924, when Cardin was two years old, the family 
relocated to France.

A number of authors and journalists have mis-
leadingly implied that the Cardin family had fled 
the Fascism of Mussolini’s Italy.

Although some unusually perceptive critics 
of the Fascist regime, notably the conductor Ar-
turo Toscanini, had decried Mussolini by the early 
1920s, Il Duce’s temporary lack of overt antisemi-
tism or other signs of Fascist oppressiveness won 
him admirers, including even a few in Jerusalem. 
There, in the mid-1920s, Itamar Ben-Avi, the son 
of Eliezer Ben Yehuda, reviver of the Hebrew language, praised Musso-
lini’s nationalistic approach, as did the writer Abba Ahimeir, poet Uri 
Zvi Greenberg, and essayist Joshua Heschel Yevin.

Even if Cardin’s presence in central France was merely an econom-
ic, rather than political, exile, he soon became sensitive to the fate of 
minority groups after being exposed to Gallic xenophobia at school; 
classmates called him a “filthy macaroni” and worse.

As a teenager, he trained in accountancy, and worked as a book-
keeper for a tailor, who also taught him about cutting garments. As 
Cardin informed the Italian Jewish journalist Alain Elkann in 1998, he 
spent the Nazi Occupation years in Vichy, where at as an accountant 
at the Red Cross, he encountered “poor people that had problems and 
were looking for help.” One one occasion, in central France, he was 
arrested by Nazi troops: “Fortunately, I wasn’t Jewish and they didn’t 
deport me.”

This awareness of his own relative good fortune continued when 
Cardin eventually reached Paris, and his tailoring talents soon devel-
oped into a knack for costume design and later, fashion creation.

Decades later, the recollection of the unfortunate people he had 
seen at the Red Cross and the fate of Jews in Occupied France may 
have played a role when in the extended aftermath of the Yom Kip-

Pierre Cardin remained loyal to his Jewish customers
pur War, Arab nations pressured 
clothes designers to boycott the 
State of Israel.

In 1977, there was a rumor 
that Cardin would cede to this 
pressure and dissolve a longtime 

licensing partnership with Bagir 
Group, an Israel-based tailored 
clothing maker.

However, a spokesman for 
Cardin promptly told the Jewish 
Telegraphic Agency that Cardin 
had “every intention to continue 
to do business in Israel,” adding 
that the House of Cardin is an 
“international organization with 
interests in almost every country 
in the world and its marketing 
and distribution policies are not 
determined by any political or re-
ligious considerations.”

Indeed, in 1995 Cardin would 
participate in a Fashion for Peace 
event at Caesarea, a coastal town 
in north-central Israel. A gala 
fashion show in Caesarea’s an-
cient Roman amphitheatre was 

intended to promote a new era of cooperation between the Israeli 
fashion industry and its international counterparts.

As part of the festivities, Cardin’s creations were juxtaposed with 
those of Calvin Klein, Ralph Lauren, and Donna Karan, as well as Israeli 
design brands Gideon Oberson and Gottex.

Small wonder that in 2014, when Cardin chose a new site for what 
he called his Past-Present-Future Museum of designs, a for-
mer tie factory in Paris’ historic Jewish neighborhood of the 
Marais was selected.

Then there was Espace Cardin, a Paris complex for arts 
and events, where Jewish performers were often invited, 
including the French mime Marcel Marceau (born Marcel 
Mangel). Circa 1993, I interviewed Marceau at Espace Car-
din, the backstage area of which looked surprisingly run-
down and dilapidated.

The ambient grunge did not dim the aging Marceau’s 
enthusiasm, nor did it affect the success of a 2011 stage 
production of Gianni Clementi’s “The Jew” starring the film 
actress Ornella Muti. “The Jew” was set in Rome’s Jewish 
Ghetto a dozen years after the German Occupation.

A non-Jewish accountant (that fateful prior occupation 
of Cardin) who had received the assets and real estate belonging to a 
former Jewish employer is tormented by a knock on the door, which is 
presumed to be his long-missing Jewish boss. With Macbeth-like obsti-
nacy, the door knock haunts the accountant and his wife, as a symbol 
of the legacy of the horrors of the Nazi era.

With comparable determination, Cardin’s business approach to 
reach out to the entire world, negotiating with Asia and East Europe 
long before his compatriots did, and licensing hundreds of varied prod-
ucts in his name. It all may have been part of an awareness of fashion 
as an inclusive, rather than exclusive, activity. Such was one message 
of an American documentary “House of Cardin,” filmed in 2019, which 
implied that Cardin as a self-made, independent businessperson who 
had experienced early discrimination, necessarily rejected exclusivity 
in his business model.

Such was also the presumption of the English Jewish fashion maven 
Suzy Menkes, whose 1991 article in the International Herald Tribune, 
asked, on the basis of a recent biography, whether “deep down in Car-
din’s soul, does he perhaps believe in fashion democracy - in feeding 
the dreams of the poor with the toys of the rich, even if they are just $5 
pens and discounted ties sprinkled with the stardust of his celebrity.”

This might explain why Cardin authorized branding for endless 
tchotchkes, as well as baseball caps, cigarettes, razor blades, and even 
claimed to reporters in 2002 that he would agree to put his name on 
toilet paper if someone made him the right offer.

The documentary “House of Cardin,” repeats the notion that Car-
din’s family escaped Mussolini, which may have been Cardin’s persis-
tent retrospective take on his emigration, just as his propensity for ex-
travagant, if unrealized real estate projects might be akin to an exile’s 
attempt to either return to, or build, a safe and welcoming home.

Cardin’s purchase of Maxim’s restaurant near his Paris home and 
a host of other companies that provided for his daily needs were part 
of a quest for self-sufficiency, to guarantee that nothing could ever be 
denied him.

His notion to offer The Light Palace, a futuristic skyscraper some 
25 stories high, to his home region of Venice, was akin to leaving a 
fingerprint on a place his family was obliged to abandon, even if the 
long-debated project was canceled in 2013 after public and govern-
ment protests.

“Cyril Against Goliath another documentary out this year, much 
less hagiographic than “House of Cardin,” recounts how the designer 
bought one-third of the real estate in a medieval village of Lacoste, 
in the Luberon region of Provence, only to let the buildings languish, 
effectively destroying the town for those who had refused to sell out.

Happily, such examples were exceptional in Cardin’s long life and 
career dedicated to proving doubters and naysayers wrong and estab-
lishing that early experience of minority group sufferings can expand 
the worldview of a creative spirit.
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As 2021 dawns, our world has been changed irrevoca-
bly. In past years I often observed that I, along with most 
of the baby boom generation, have lived a relatively privi-
leged life. Where our parents and grandparents faced the 
Great Depression and the ravages of the Second World 
War, we have known relative security. Oh, for sure there 
have been traumas for our generation, the Vietnam War, 
John F Kennedy’s assassination, 9/11. Yet nothing could 
have prepared us for the collective anxiety of this past year.

What started off as a supercharged divisive election 
year, filled with trepidation on both sides, morphed into 
fears of a global pandemic. My psychiatrist friends might 
caution us not to let irrational fears control our lives. 
Yet here we are in January, 2021, still witnessing the gut 
wrenching effects of a contested election and a public 
health tragedy.

The Global Pandemic has shaken our American sense 
of security to the core. The effects of this invisible scourge 
have sent millions to the hospital, taken the lives of hun-
dreds of thousands, and decimated our once vibrant econ-
omy. The number of people dying from Covid 19 infections 
each day is now greater than the number of people who 
died in the 9/11 attack. We have grown numb to the daily 
scenes of overcrowded ICU wards, intubated patients on 
ventilators, and warring politicians obsessed with their 
own sense of entitlement. 

As I write these words on New Year’s Day a voice seems 
to echo in my mind, “PLEASE, MAKE IT STOP,” as if asking 

might make it so. The political division sowed in these last few years 
may take a long time to heal, but I pray it will. In my teenage years, 
the Vietnam War caused a generational mistrust that I thought would 
never end. My hope is that future generations will look back on our 
current political divide with a similar incredulity. College professors 
will teach courses about the politics of 2020 and shake their heads. 
This too shall pass. Or so I hope.

My plea to our political leaders: Now, more than any time in my 
lifetime I feel Americans must stand together. We must support the 
public health experts trying to lead us out of this disastrous winter. 
Put politics aside. Follow science. We need to help those in need, now 
more than ever. Concentrate on telling the truth to the American peo-
ple. Concentrate on saving lives. Forget your own ambitions. Do what’s 
best for the people of this country who deserve better.

Hope for a New Year
By Chaplain Matthew Shulman

Republicans and Democrats alike recognize that, 
at the end of November, 10.7 million people re-
mained unemployed through no fault of their own, 
due to COVID-19. [i]  While politicians continue to ar-
gue how COVID-related relief should be structured, 
the fact is that the President signed legislation last 
week that has three immediate features.

First, Stimulus payments of $600/per person (in-
cluding dependents under 18) are going to house-
holds earning under $150,000 for a two-adult house-
hold. Second, it’s extending reduced unemployment 
bonus payments of $300 per week for ten weeks.  
Third, it’s extending eviction protection for an addi-
tional month.  [ii]  Yet, like every plan authored by 
human beings, questions remain.

§  “Are all who lost their jobs to COVID-19 shut-
downs getting these benefits?

     The answer is NO.   The IRS itself says that 
9 million eligible recipients never received the first 
round of $1200 Stimulus payments.  These same 9 
million are also at-risk of missing the second round!!  
[iii]

§  Has everyone who gets the new Stimulus been 
financially impacted by COVID-19?

  The answer is NO.   COVID-19 impacts have not 
been equally felt among Americans.  Those who re-
tained their jobs are far less impacted … and some 
have done well , even as tens-of-thousands sought 
food parcels and are terrified of being evicted or los-
ing their homes to foreclosure.

So, if we’re truly “in this together” fighting the CO-
VID War as a united nation, what can ordinary Amer-
icans do to respond to this imperfect legislation? 

IF you are one of those who’s lost your job, by 
all means use the funds and eviction protection as 
you see fit.  But, if you’re one of the millions who 
still work or get uninterrupted retirement income, 
please display American solidarity and consider any 
of these possible personal responses.   [These few 
ideas are not meant to be exhaustive.]

Perhaps you’ve been touched by images of thou-
sands of cars waiting for hours to get food hand-outs 

Do it for them; do it for yourself
to combat the hunger induced by COVID-related 
unemployment. If that’s your concern, please do-
nate all or part of your Stimulus check to a local 
food pantry.

If the sight of the homeless sleeping in door-
ways or living in tents through this winter season 
is troubling, consider donating all or part of your 
Stimulus check to a local homeless shelter.

Perhaps you’re troubled by the alarming in-
crease in domestic violence that’s spiked as CO-
VID’s secondary effects affected families.  If that’s 
your concern, please donate all or part of your 
Stimulus check to a local domestic violence agency.

Our individual, small contributions will not 
“solve” all of our countrymen’s woes.  Nor will they 
substitute for the self-protection measures (mask-
ing and social distancing) that we need to maintain 
until enough have been vaccinated so COVID dies 
its own slow death.  But, together, they can make a 
difference in individual families’ lives.

So whether you follow the teaching of Moses, 
Jesus, Mohammad (pboh), the Buddha (or simply 
because an ethical life demands compassionate be-
havior), please [if your means allow] allocate all – 
or a portion – of your forth-coming stimulus check 
to acts of support for suffering fellow citizens.

Do it for them.  Do it for yourself.  And do it for 
whatever you find holy.

[i] https://www.thebalance.com/current-
u-s-unemployment-rate-statistics-and-news-
3305733#:~:text=November%20Unemploy-
ment%20Figures%20in%20Detail,in%20the%20
last%205%20weeks.

[ii] https://www.cnet.com/personal-
finance/300-weekly-unemployment-when-will-
bonus-checks-be-sent/

[iii] https://www.washingtonpost.com/busi-
ness/2020/09/11/irs-stimulus-check-letter/

By Maddy Albert, Kveller
The Jewish diaspora encompasses so many languages, from Ladino 

to Hebrew to Yiddish, to lesser-known tongues such as Yevanic (Judeo-
Greek) and Aramaic. For many Ashkenazi Jews using Yiddish words 
can be a fun and humorous way to celebrate our heritage and our an-
cestors, while also helping to keep the language alive.

While the wonderful language of Yiddish has so much to offer — 

14 hilarious new Yiddish words for modern times
in particular, its colorful curses, such as “gay cocken 
oifen yam,” which means, “go shit in the ocean” — 
the age-old tongue can sometimes be at a loss for the 
unique situations of modern life.

Fortunately, author Daniel Klein identified this 
conundrum — and solved it. “Yiddish doesn’t have 
the vocabulary for the modern world of Google, 
mixed marriages, new gender identities, and many 
more aspects of contemporary life,” he tells Kveller.

And yet, “as a language that picked up words 
as Jews emigrated from one nation to another, it 
has a capacity for adding new words to its vocabu-
lary.” Drawing on his experience working in the 
writer’s room for TV host Merv Griffin, he created 
an updated vocabulary of new Yiddish expressions, 
Schmegoogle: Yiddish Words for Modern Times.

As evident in the book’s title — which combines 
Google with “a long list of Yiddish put-down words 
that begin with sch” like, schmuck, schlemiel and 
schlemazel to name a few — most of the words in 
this fun dictionary are a mashup of an English word 
or phrase with a Yiddish one, creating puns and ex-
pressions that will make you laugh, ponder, and ap-

preciate the evolution of language.
Klein includes language on all topics, from food 

to family to technology. Here are some of our fa-
vorites:

1. Challahday n. Cute slang for the Sabbath, 
during which challah (braided egg bread) is tradi-
tionally baked and eaten. Klein adds that the term 
“has been generalized to mean any special day or 
vacation day, with or without bread.” We always 
love new ways to celebrate the beauty that is Shab-
bat!

2. Cyberschmooze v. To engage in long, ani-
mated, and gossipy conversation on the internet 
(where basically all interactions happen during 
these pandemic days). This word comes from the 
Yiddish word schmooze, which means to talk inti-
mately or cozily. Klein adds that this word is espe-
cially necessary in modern times, as Jews love to 
“yak a lot, always have, and continue to do so in 
cyberspace.” Too true.

3. E-chazerai n. Accumulated unanswered 

YIDDISH CONT. ON PG 13
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CHINESE CONT. FROM PG 7

the Christmas holiday. The Chinese restaurant has become a place where 
Jewish identity is made, remade and announced.”

Jews were attracted to the exoticism of the Chinese decor, food in-
gredients, chopsticks, and going to the Chinese restaurant expressed 
their entry into the sophisticated world of the urbane citizen. Chinese 
food allowed Jews to transition from strict kosher to incorporating 
non-kosher foods into their diets. Chinese cuisine rarely uses milk 
products. So while most first-generation Jews living in America strictly 
practiced kashruth at all times, many

second-generation Jews remained strict in their home observance 
but became more flexible in the foods they ate outside the home. The 
nature of Chinese food allowed them to rationalize this decision, as 
the foods are disguised through a process of cutting, chopping and 
mincing. Pork, shrimp, lobster were no longer viewed in their more 
natural states and this made the ingredients invisible and thus what 
was called “Safe Treyf”. And now, among Orthodox Jewish communi-
ties in America, Chinese restaurants which follow Kashruth laws do 
exist, and are under strict Rabbinical Supervision.

It is now a national habit for American Jewry. As Jews spread 
throughout the country, Chinese restauranteurs followed their best 
patrons out to the suburbs. Data shows that Chinese cuisine spikes 
toward the end of December.

Rabbi Plaut sums it up: “The Chinese restaurant has become a place 
for us to announce our identity and a place where identity expresses it-
self in a Jewish way on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, The Chinese 
restaurant was a safe haven for American Jews who felt like outsiders 
on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. If you go to a Chinese restaurant, 
you become an insider. You can celebrate amongst friends and family 
and members of the tribe. Thereby, the outsider on Christmas becomes 
the insider.”

Custom Tub & Shower
Enclosures

  • Design & Installation
  • All-Glass Enclosures

Expert Mirror Design &
Installation

  • Visit Our Showroom

151 Jefferson Avenue • New London, CT 06320
Phone (860) 442-0373 • Fax (860) 442-1356

SERVING SOUTHEASTERN CONNECTICUT
FOR OVER 60 YEARS

FULL  SERVICE  GLASS  SPECIALISTS

CO., INC
Ruby Glass

Join us for a virtual culinary journey with four celebrity chefs on 
the Israeli and American scenes: Einat Admony, Lior Lev Sercarz, Dani-
elle Renov and Adeena Sussman. Explore and enjoy their Moroccan, 
Yemenite, Persian, Tunisian, and Askenazi backgrounds, recipes, and 
culinary inspirations.

Go to the JFEC website and scroll down to the calendar. Click on Jan. 
19 and then click on BT Celebrity Chefs. All the details for the culinary 
event on the 19th will be there. Click on “Please register Here” which 
will take you to the registration screen where you will type in your 
name and email address. Check the box that says you are registering 
with an out-of-town guest agency. An email with the link will be sent 
to you a few days before the event. You will also have an opportunity 
to say which classes you would like to take. Of course, you are welcome 
to take all four. 

Save the following four Tuesdays between January and February: 
January 19, January 26, February 2 and February 9 all at 8pm. We are 
sure you will enjoy this culinary journey. 

Then on January 26, in another collaboration with another federa-
tion, this time with the Jewish Philanthropy of Upper Fairfield County, 
we are excited to bring you a fascinating webinar featuring CEO David 
Weisberg in a special conversation with Dr. Elaine Solowey and David 
Lehrer of the Arava Institute in Israel. In a webinar entitled A Jurassic 
Park Tu B’Shvat Miracle in Israel, we will learn about the miracle 
story of how scientists at the Institute brought back to life the long ex-
tinct native Judaean Date Palm and its biblical fruit which just this past 
year produced fruit.  See page 5 to find out how to register.

For those of you who do not know, when Israel is written about as 
“a land flowing with milk and honey,” the honey being referred to is the 
honey extracted from the native Judaean date, and no one has known 
what that tasted like for thousands of years…until now. It’s a real Ju-
rassic Park story and we believe this will be a fascinating story for all.

We hope you will join us at 8pm on January 19, 26, February 2 and 
9 for the virtual and intriguing culinary journey and also on Jan. 26 at 
12noon for the webinar about the Judaean Date Palm.

Any questions, please email Marcia Reinhard at mreinhard@jfec.
com or call the Federation office at 860-442-8062.

PROGRAMS CONT. FROM PG 1

emails. This word stems from 
chazerai which is Yiddish for 
“garbage,” or “pig stuff.” Klein 
notes that the Yiddish language 
has a knack for finding a variety 
of words that invoke pigs (and, 
penises).

4. Fake-kaktah adj. Pretend-
ing to be a wild, colorfully kooky 
person — but not fooling anyone. 
As in, “There goes Millie with that 
fake-kaktah laugh again.” This 
word is a combination of “fake” 
and the Yiddish word fakakta, 
meaning “ridiculous,” especially 
in behavior.

5.  Gnoshaholic n. A person 
who can’t stop nibbling on food 
for virtually the entire day. As 
many of you know from our sister 
site, the Nosher, the word nosh 
(which is spelled here as “gnosh”) 
means “to nibble.”

6. Hotzeplotz phase n. A peri-
od of life when a person feels lost 
and aimless, often experienced 
by young people just out of col-
lege (or many of us living through 
a pandemic). Hotzeplotz is the 
Yiddish word for “the middle of 
nowhere.”

7. Kvellkill v. To brag so much 
and so often — particularly about 
one’s children — as to completely 
bore the listener. Since you are 
arriving at this article at Kvel-
ler (welcome!), you are likely 
aware that kvell is Yiddish word 
that means “experiencing pride 
for someone else, in particular 
one’s children.” Combined with 
the word “buzzkill,” kvellkill is 
kvelling taken too far. (Note: De-
termining when this happens is 
open to interpretation!)

8. Machatunausea n. The 
feeling of revulsion one feels at 
having to spend time with the 
parents of your child’s spouse’s 
parents. The origins of this word 
are the combination of nausea 
with the Yiddish word macha-
tunim, which means the “parents 
of your daughter or son-in-law.” 
While holiday gatherings may 
normally inspire these feelings 
in parents with married children, 
we’re guessing that one bright 
spot of the pandemic is that ma-
chatunausea is lessened over 
Zoom.

9. Mini-megillah n. A post on 
social media that is too long to 
keep its reader’s attention, like 
a Twitter thread that just goes 
on and on. This term stems from 
the Yiddish word megillah, which 
means “long and tedious story.”

10. Patshke disorder n. A neurotic condition of culinarians who 
endlessly mess around in the kitchen, without ever getting the meal 
on the table. This disorder invokes the word patshken, which means 
“to dawdle or mess around unproductively in a room of the house” — 
particularly the kitchen.

11. Polischmerz n. The quality of having a dismal or depressing 
view of the national or world political situation. (Which just about 
everybody has these days!) This originates from the Yiddish word 
schmerz, meaning “pain,” which comes directly from a German word 
of the same meaning.

12. Schmatta-chic: a. The quality of a person who wears worn or 
old clothes as a fashion statement. Klein notes that this compound 
word is derived from shabby-chic, or the concept of wearing worn-
down clothes as a fashion statement. Schmatta is the Yiddish word 
for “rag.” Hence, schmatta-chic. Fun fact: this is Klein’s favorite of the 
words: “It’s the sound of it that gets to me.”

13. Schmendrink n. A ludicrous, super-sweet cocktail. (Think a 
mix of ginger liqueur and raspberry-lime sorbet.) Schmendrink com-
bines the word drink with the Yiddish word schmendrick, meaning 
“fool.”

14. Slapshtick n. Old-fashioned and long-winded humor. For ex-
ample, the endless, detailed jokes told at Catskills resorts in the mid-
twentieth century. Klein gives the example: “Uncle Morty is doing his 
after-dinner slapshtick again.” Klein notes that this combination of 
slapstick humor and shtick, meaning a person’s particular interest or 
comedy, is “kinda fun, if you have a spare hour or two.”

Header image design by Grace Yagel
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By Gabe Friedman, JTA
Larry King, the celebrity 

radio and TV host who is the 
son of Orthodox Jewish immi-
grants, has been hospitalized 
with COVID for over a week.

Roger Friedman’s Show-
biz 411 site first reported the 
news Friday, and CNN con-
firmed it on Saturday through 
talking with an unnamed 
source close to King’s family.

Showbiz 411 published an 
update on Sunday saying the 
87-year-old King is rumored 

to have a “50/50 or better” chance at surviving the virus.
King, best known for his decades hosting radio talk shows and for 

hosting “Larry King Live” on CNN for 25 years, has survived multiple 
heart attacks, angina and lung cancer. His three sons and other fam-
ily members have not been able to visit him at Cedars Sinai Medical 
Center in Los Angeles.

King lost two of his adult children in 2020, one to a heart attack and 
another to lung cancer.

He was born Lawrence Zeiger and raised in a Jewish family in 
Brooklyn.

Larry King is hospitalized 
with COVID

Larry King seen in 2020. (Fox via 
Getty Images)

mailto:mreinhard%40jfec.com?subject=Israel%20Desk%20Programs
mailto:mreinhard%40jfec.com?subject=Israel%20Desk%20Programs
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Memorial

Boynton Beach, FL -- Marcia L. Katrosar of Boynton 
Beach, Florida, age 94, passed away peacefully on Decem-
ber 27, 2020.

Born and raised in the Bronx, New York, she moved to 
Connecticut after she married Sydney Katrosar of Moodus 
CT, her husband of sixty-five years until he passed away in 
2013. They lived most of their married life in Waterbury, 
Connecticut, before moving to Southern Florida twenty-five 
years ago. 

Marcia was an avid lifelong mah jongg player, a talented 
baker and an expert knitter. She was a member of Hadassah 
and an associate member of Congregation Beth El in New 
London, CT. 

She will be sorely missed by her daughters, Hinda Kim-
mel (Elliot) and Reva Capellari (Eric), her grandchildren, Seth (Ra-
chel), Simeon (Davida), Rachel, Sarah (Tony), and Debra and great-
grandchildren, Sydney, Solomon, Joia and Lena. Marcia will also be 
missed by her extended family and many friends in Connecticut and 
Florida. The family would like to express their utmost gratitude to 
Deborah Doseger for her devotion to Marcia.

Private graveside burial in Congregation Beth El Cemetery, Groton 
will be for immediate family only. Donations can be made to Congrega-
tion Beth El in New London, CT, Congregation Beth Israel in Worcester, 
MA, or to the charity of one’s choice. Byles Memorial Home, 99 Hun-
tington St., New London is assisting the family. Please visit www.Byles.
com to sign the guestbook or to share a memory.

Marcia Katrosar
New London - Melvin 

“Mel” Kirsch, 91, of New Lon-
don passed away Dec. 20, 
2020. Melvin was born Jan. 31, 
1929, on the Lower East Side 
of Manhattan, N.Y. to Willie 
Kirsch and Gussie Hoch Kirsch. 
Melvin was the child of immi-
grants and grew up in tene-
ment buildings on the Lower 
East Side. His parents divorced 
when he was ten and he was an 
only child of a single mother.

Mel lived on Rivington 
Street, Pitt Street, and Stanton 
Street in New York, among oth-
ers. When asked why he lived 
in so many different buildings 
he said that whenever the rent 

was due his mother had to move. Without a father figure in his life 
Mel gravitated to the streets and quit school in eighth grade to help 
support his mother. He started working pushing clothing racks down 
7th Avenue. He also unloaded the banana boats coming into New York 
Harbor. He started window cleaning business with his close friend 
Murray Weintraub and had route in Little Italy and China Town. Mel 
also owned a bar and grill in Brooklyn called The Ballpark Tavern. It 
was across the street from Ebbets Field. Unfortunately, it was the year 
after the Dodgers moved to Los Angeles. Needless to say, he didn’t own 
if for long. He also owned and operated a candy store on the Upper 
West Side of Manhattan.

In 1963 Mel and his friend and partner Murray got wind of a jani-
torial route in a place called New London. He and Murray came up to 
check it out, and a couple weeks later both families moved up here and 
started Acme Cleaning Contractors. He owned and operated Acme for 
over 30 years until he retired in the 90s.

Mel was very athletic. He got into boxing in his youth. He trained 
at the famed Stillman’s Gym. His trainer was Charlie Goldman who 
also trained Rocky Marciano. Mel was light heavyweight champ of his 
battalion in World War II. He also won his quarterfinal match in the 
Golden Gloves. When asked why he did not show up for his semifinal 
match he said he did not want to fight two nights in a row. Mel knew 
many of the greatest fighters of the day who also trained at Stillman’s 
Gym. Floyd Patterson, Rocky Graziano and many others. Mel had four 
professional fights. He then hung up his gloves to support his young 
family. Mel continued to follow boxing as he and Hughie Devlin Sr and 
Hughie Jr. would travel all over the state to watch matches when Hugh-
ie Sr. was boxing commissioner. Mel was also a very skilled handball 
player and played in tournaments all over New York City.

Melvin served in the army in World War II. His mother had to sign 
for him as he was only 17. He was a paratrooper and was in the oc-
cupation force of Japan. His battalion went in immediately after the 
atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima.

Melvin was married to Sylvia Marlow for 69 years. He was 21 and 
she was 18 when they were married. They lived in the Flatbush section 
of Brooklyn, N.Y. on Lenox Road and Hawthorne Street where their 
children were born before moving to Connecticut.

Mel epitomized what this country is all about. The child of im-
migrants who grew up in a broken home and quit school was able 
through hard work to carve out a great life for his family. Mel was 
liked by everybody. He always had a joke to tell and you would be hard 
pressed to find anyone who had anything bad to say about him.

Melvin is survived by his wife Sylvia; and his two sons and their 
wives, Jeff and Gail of Uncasville and Steven and Paula of New London; 
his two beloved grandchildren, Shaina and Adam; and his sister Ro-
chelle. Melvin was predeceased by his son Avraham; and his brother 
Joel Kirsch.

Thomas L. Neilan & Sons Funeral Home were in charge of arrange-
ments, which were private. Donations in Mel’s memory may be made 
to Save Ocean Beach, Inc. PO Box 147 New London, CT 06320. www.
neilanfuneralhome.com.

Melvin “Mel” Kirsch

Pawcatuck, CT -- Samuel Hilliard Clein, of Pawcatuck, CT, passed 
away suddenly in his home on December 18th. He was 38 years old. 
Sam had moved back to southeastern Connecticut in late November 

to be closer to his beloved 
family.

Sam is survived by his 
mother, Bonnie MacHaffie 
of Waterford, CT; father 
Haiman Clein of Columbus, 
OH; brother Robert Clein of 
Belgrade, ME; sister Bonnie 
(Francis) Silvestri of Quak-
er Hill, CT, and his nieces 
whom he adored: Leah, Sa-
die, and Bonnie; sister Han-
nah Clein (Michael Segien) 
of Beverly, MA; sister Dara 
Clein Martin and nephew 
Zachary; and his maternal 
grandmother, Doris MacH-
affie of Gilford, NH; as well 
as many cousins, aunts, and 
uncles. Sam lit up the room 
with his joy and laughter; 

everything was a song. He was loved and cherished by his family and 
will be profoundly missed.

Samuel Clein was a classically trained pianist, conductor, and the-
atre music director. He started 
classical piano lessons at age 
4, was awarded “Most Valuable 
Member” of the Waterford High 
School orchestra three years 
in a row, and was featured as a 
piano soloist in a Mozart con-
certo for the Eastern Connecticut 
Symphony Youth Orchestra. As a 
freshman in high school, Samuel 
was one day cornered by a Dra-
ma Club member who demanded 
he play the piano for their up-
coming musical production of 

Samuel “Sam” Clein

The Pajama Game. In his words, 
he acquiesced and proceeded to 
fall in love with musical theatre, 
and never looked back.

In the musical theatre field, 
Sam performed around the coun-
try as an accomplished musical 
director, conductor, pit orches-
tra pianist, and accompanist:  
including Music Circus, Utah 
Shakespeare Festival, Alham-
bra Theatre & Dining, Montana 
Shakespeare in the Parks, Mis-
souri Street Theatre, and Sacra-
mento Theatre Company. 

Sam never neglected his clas-
sical roots. He conducted opera 
productions for EMMA Concert 
Association, First Coast Opera, 
Jacksonville Lyric Opera, and oth-
ers. He worked for Jacksonville 
Symphony Orchestra as a pianist. 

Sam’s talent extended beyond 
the piano; he played other instru-
ments professionally, including 
keyboard, accordion, acoustic 
guitar, tonal percussion, hand 
percussion, and organ. He served 
as music director or organist/
pianist for a number of religious 
organizations. He also worked 
extensively in educational the-
atre, working at many colleges, 
high schools, and theatre youth 
conservatories around the coun-
try.

Music was his passion; his 
family was his joy.

A musical celebration of his 
life will be held in the summer. 
In lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made in his memory to the 
Waterford High School Music 
Program: WHS Student Activity 
Fund, 20 Rope Ferry Road, Wa-
terford CT 06385.

Condolences may be shared 
on Sam’s memorial page at www.
neilanfuneralhome.com.

There is no charge 
to run a loved one’s 

obituary in the  
Jewish Leader.

http://www.neilanfuneralhome.com/
http://www.neilanfuneralhome.com/
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Zina Avraham’s Story TEDDY WEINBERGER
© 2021, Teddy Weinberger

In honor of the upcoming Martin Luther King holiday, January 18, I 
am happy to present you with the story of Zina Avraham.  

My name is Zina 
Galit Avraham, I was 
born in 1977 and 
grew up in the vil-
lage of Nora, in the 
Gondar district of 
Ethiopia, a village 
inhabited by Jews 
who were part of 
the Beta Israel com-
munity. My parents 
were farmers, and 
we lived in a com-
pound together with 
the whole extended 
family on my father’s 
side. There was no 
running water in the 
village or electricity 
in the houses, and 
our lives were large-
ly based on the cycle 
of the day. We started 
the day at sunrise 

and finished it at sunset. On Shabbat, because we could not cook, we 
used to prepare the food ahead of time, so that God forbid we would 
not violate Shabbat. At the age of five my father made me a shepherd, a 
job I took very seriously. Since my grandfather was considered a rela-
tively wealthy man, the plan was for me to go to school at the age of 
eight, to my delight. Most of the other children who grew up in the vil-
lage helped their parents with household chores and did not receive 
any formal education. To Western eyes it might seem as if we lived 
in poverty, but we did not need many material things. My childhood 
memories are full of happy and sweet moments, of running around the 
village, of imaginative games with my cousins, and of my special time 
with Grandma, of whom I was especially fond.

One evening, when I was seven, I heard my parents whispering 
about immigrating to Jerusalem and about how their dream of finally 
arriving in the land of milk and honey, a 2000-year-old dream, was 
about to come true. After a month of secret preparations, we set off. 
Our journey to the Land of Israel was arduous: A trek through the des-
erts of Ethiopia and a not-so-simple stay in Sudanese refugee camps—
a difficult and painful journey that claimed thousands of victims from 
Beta Israel.

After we arrived in Israel in 1984, my parents settled in Afula, 
where they live to this day. I remember our first days in Afula, the 
astonishment of our Israeli neighbors, Jews from different countries 
who refused at first to believe that there could be black Jews. I also 
remember the derogatory cries aimed at us, and the sense of insult 
that was burned into me as a little girl when I realized what they were 
saying.

Throughout my youth and also during my adult life I came across 
manifestations of racism. The bulk of these behaviors are what are 
commonly referred to as “low-expectation racism.” I remember one 
particular case, in a new workplace, where one of my colleagues 
feared that I would not be able to do my job properly and treated me 
with contempt. She expressed real surprise when she heard that I had 
a driver’s license and a car, and she was even more surprised that I had 
earned a bachelor’s degree. I believe that such perceptions and behav-
iors originate in the ignorance of those who hold them and do not rep-
resent most of Israeli society. In my case, the lack of trust in me only 
made me want to be more successful and excel in my job and prove to 
that skeptical colleague that I am much better than she thinks.

My absorption into Israeli society was relatively good. At the age of 
17, I met my future husband (he is of Romanian and Tunisian descent) 
through the Bnei Akiva youth movement. To my great joy, his family 
received me wonderfully, thanks in large part to the fact that his father 

is of Ashkenazic descent and his 
mother is of Sephardic descent—
a marriage that at the time defi-
nitely raised eyebrows. On the 
other hand, there was difficulty 
from my side, especially from my 
Dad, who did not understand why 
I did not find a “good” Ethiopian 
guy to marry.  My parents also did 
not understand the concept of a 
“boyfriend,” as this did not exist 
in our community, where parents 
customarily arranged matches 
for their children.  Eventually, 
my father relented and agreed 
to the relationship. We got mar-
ried at the age of 24. Prior to that, 
I enlisted in the army, served as 
a commander of new 
immigrants from 
various countries, 
received outstanding 
status from the Chief 
of Staff, and served 
for a time as an officer 
in the standing army.  
Today, I work in an 
administrative posi-
tion in the northern 
district of the Minis-
try of Education. My 
husband and I have 
seven sweet children. 

I am the daughter 
of parents with no 
basic education, who 
do not speak Hebrew 
at a high level, and 
who have worked in 
manual labor most 
of their lives in order 

to provide for their children with dignity. My 
parents educated me to be proud of my ori-
gins.  From their perspective, it is our privi-
lege to fulfill the dream and live in the Land 
of Israel, and so we need to keep our heads 
up, do our best, and not worry about what 
anyone says.  Although I have had obstacles 
placed in my way, some of which stemmed 
from my Ethiopian background, I refuse to 
live as someone discriminated against; I be-
lieve that whoever does not want to be near me, whether in my work-
place or in my social life, loses. I am fully aware that my views are not 
shared by all Ethiopian Israelis, and this makes perfect sense, as we 
are not made of one piece and everyone has their own story.  This is 
my story.

Zina Avraham (2nd from right) and her family.

Zina Avraham

By Edgar Asher, Ashernet
Not everybody was pleased to see images of Prime Minister Binya-

min Netanyahu at Ben Gurion Airport on Dec. 29, 2020, welcoming the 
former U.S. Navy analyst Jonathan Pollard and his wife, as they arrived 
this evening in Israel on a private plane from the United States.   The 
arrival followed the conclusion of his parole restrictions in the U.S. af-
ter his having served thirty years in prison after being found guilty of 
spying for Israel.

For many Israelis, the whole idea of welcoming Pollard, as if he 
were a hero, was extremely hard to accept.

Pollard had been sentenced to life imprisonment in the U.S. in 1987 
after he pleaded guilty to spying for Israel.  For many years, the Pol-
lard affair strained relations between the United States and Israel.    In 
view of the consistent support Israel receives from the U.S. in so many 
ways it was difficult to understand why Israel felt the need to support 
the actions of a spy like Pollard.   Further, in many observers minds the 
support of Pollard, destroyed the much-vaunted special relationship 
that the two countries enjoy in good times and bad.  In a sense Israel 
was as guilty as Pollard for supporting such activity.

It is well and good if Pollard wanted to settle in Israel after he had 
paid the high price of his lack of loyalty to the U.S. Navy.    However, 
Israel has nothing to be proud about for the way it tried to learn about 
U.S. Navy secrets, particularly as it tried to learn these secrets by pay-
ing black money to somebody in the know at the heart of U.S. naval 
intelligence.

The pictures of Pollard arriving in Israel – a place he likes to call 

Netanyahu welcomes  
Jonathan Pollard to Israel

‘home’ – and being met by the Is-
raeli Prime Minister must send a 
negative message back to the U.S., 
as well as to many Israelis.    It 
would have been far better if Pol-
lard and his wife had arrived in 
Israel and been met by the same 
kind of officials who meet all new 
immigrants and then quietly have 
gone to his new residence in Is-
rael, happy in the fact that he was 
now, in his own words, ‘home’. © 
ASHERNET 

Prime Minister Binyamin Ne-
tanyahu welcoming Jonathan 
Pollard at Ben Gurion Airport on 
December 29, 2020.
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