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VOLUNTEERING CONT. ON PG 13

By Carin Savel, JFEC Executive Director
Most of us want to do good in the world and 

have a desire to help others. And volunteering is 
not only good for your community, but good for 
your physical health too. Instinctively, most of 
us recognize that volunteering for something we 
believe in is a good thing. But finding the time or 
motivation often overpowers our commitment to 
doing good. So why is volunteering even impor-
tant?

Read what JFEC board member, Barbara Saha-
gan, had to say....

“It’s Monday morning and the phone is 
ringing at the offices of the Jewish Federation 
of Eastern Connecticut. The staff is on their 
daily zoom meeting and I’m in the confer-
ence packing groceries for the families that 
have already called in asking for food. Last 
week on Monday, I packed groceries for 10 
families and on Friday for 11 families. The 
need is great.

For me, volunteering at the Federation’s 
Food Pantry started at the JFEC Board meet-
ing in March when I learned that with most 
of the staff working from home, Jennifer, our 
new bookkeeper, was packing and distribut-
ing groceries as well as doing her own job 
of managing the books (and there was lots 
of catching up to do).  I contacted Carin and said I would like 
to help. So in April, I added a new skill to my resume. Its been 
great getting to know the working of the Federation’s Food 
Pantry.

Volunteering – why is it even important?

The staff at the Federa-
tion offices set up a great no-
contact system for the food     

On a recent Monday, JFEC board member Barbara 
Sahagan spent four hours in the Federation confer-
ence room, aka ‘food pantry central,’ putting togeth-
er bags of food for distribution to folks who called in 
asking for assistance.

By Barbara Wolfe, PJ Library Coordinator
PJ Library sends free books that celebrate Jew-

ish values and culture to families with children birth 
through 8 years old, but that’s not all. PJ Library 
also offer activities and get togethers for these fami-
lies. PJ can help to build friendships by offering so-
cial and learning opportunities for PJ parents that 
help strengthen parents’ skills at creating homes 
that reflect Jewish values and ritual.

Our newest group is PJ Schmooze, for now, a vir-
tual playgroup. Families with children from birth to 
3 years are cordially invited to make new friends at 
PJ Schmooze. Come enjoy a very special welcome to 
you and your child, including a complimentary gift 
and a chance to meet other parents with young chil-
dren.

While it’s impossible to predict how the pandem-
ic will continue to play out in our community and to 
know when life will return to “normal”, PJ Library is 
here to help you support each other.

The next PJ Schmooze will be August 9 at 
10:00. Contact Barbara Wolfe at pjlibrary@jfec.
com to get the Zoom link.

PJ Schmooze --  
A playgroup for children birth to 3

As a welcome gift, PJ Schmooze family, Andrew, 
Samantha, Ella and Jake Venooker of Waterford, 
received a homemade challah from PJ Coordina-
tor, Barbara Wolfe.

On July 29, the evening of the 9th of Av, our Zoom screens were 
filled by more than fifty squares of Jewish community members from 
throughout Eastern Connecticut. They were there to face and mourn 
the brokenness in our world, knowing that facing brokenness is the 
first step toward repair, “tikkun.” The 9th of Av, called Tisha B’Av in He-
brew, commemorates the destruction of the first and second Temples 
in ancient Jerusalem. 

As Rabbi Schwartz, from Temple Bnai Israel noted, the Temples 
represented God’s presence among us, and their destruction stands 
for all the things that make God’s presence among us hard to see: un-
necessary deaths from disease, hatred and injustice, environmental 
degradation, war. We’ve experienced a lot of that destruction, that 
brokenness, recently. 

Throughout the evening, guided by Rabbi Schwartz, people took 
turns reading from the book of Lamentations (Eichah) and more con-
temporary readings connecting the themes of the evening to the pres-
ent day. One highlight was suggested by Rabbi Ekstrand of Temple 
Emanu-El: “Let America Be America Again” by Langston Hughes, a 
sharply critical, but soaringly hopeful poem. Rabbi Kideckel of Beth 
El started off the reading of Eichah chanting the traditional haunting 
trope and Rabbi Alter of Ahavath Achim closed it off with the same 
haunting chant. Brenda Buchbinder offered a moving “Kaddish for 

Tisha B’Av – healing the 
brokenness in community

TISHA CONT. ON PG 15

By Marcy Oster, JTA
Lt. Col. Alexander Vindman, who was among the first to raise flags 

about President Donald Trump’s pressure on Ukraine to investigate 
a political rival, embarked on his retirement by comparing the U.S. of 
today with the communist regime in Ukraine that his family fled four 
decades ago.

“At no point in my career or life have I felt our nation’s values un-
der greater threat and in more peril than at this,” the Jewish National 
Security Council staffer wrote in an op-ed published Saturday in The 
Washington Post — the day that his retirement after 21 years of ser-
vice in the U.S. military went into effect. “Our national government 
during the past few years has been more reminiscent of the authori-

Alexander Vindman will 
continue to defend the U.S.

ALEXANDER CONT. ON PG 15
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CONSUMER CONT. ON PG 10

By Jonathan Frenkel, Israel21c
Since its founding in 1948, Israel had no choice but to produce its 

own packaged foods, many of which became iconic. Israelis grew up 
on legacy brands such as Bamba peanut puffs and Elite instant coffee.

In pre-Covid times, CPG trade shows like the Fancy Food Show, 
Natural Products Expo West, and Kosherfest featured an abundance of 
Israeli and Israel-connected products.

Now the world is seeing a renaissance in consumer-packaged goods 
(CPG) due to a wave of entrepreneurship, interest in niche brands, and 
the ability to bypass traditional retail and build an e-commerce brand 
experience on Wix or Shopify.

With more US-based investors interested in this space, Israel has 
the talent, legacy, and support from multinational corporates to create 
the next iconic CPG brand – call it Bamba 2.0 — by parlaying its proven 
expertise in food, its newfound expertise in brand building, and its ac-
cess to global brands and platforms.

While Israel’s robust food-tech and retail-tech sectors are the ver-
ticals that make more noise, the Startup Nation is strong in digital dis-
tribution, good with design, and internationally renowned for its food.

Commenting on the Israeli CPG scene, Gil Horsky, director of inno-
vation at SnackFutures at CPG and snack giant Mondelēz Internation-
al, says: “The question is, ‘Are you bringing anything new and unique 
to your category that provides a consumer benefit?’

“Local brands like Ahava have been able to take advantage of a 
natural resource like the Dead Sea to build their brand in the per-
sonal care category. From a food and snacks perspective, Israelis for 
example, grew up eating hummus and tahini, and have been able to 
show the world that you can buy high-quality hummus and tahini at 
the supermarket.”

The consumer-packaged goods revolution coming from Israel
When it comes to brand building, Israel is an excellent example of a 

brand that showcases chutzpah, innovation, and plucky determinism.

A brief history of brand building 
In Israel’s early years, agriculture was the country’s main export 

and Israel had to produce its own products to feed the waves of newly 
arrived immigrants.

Companies such as Osem, Tnuva and Elite created many of the CPG 
products that became staples of the Israeli kitchen and were exported 
to great fanfare. Memorable products such as Bamba, Bisli and choco-
late milk in a bag (what an invention!) all became part of the national 
identity.

Today, one of the most well-known brands sitting in people’s kitch-
ens across the world is SodaStream. The Israeli company’s $3.1 billion 
acquisition by PepsiCo showed that local CPG brands can reach the 
highs of the biggest tech exits.

But SodaStream’s importance was also in category-creating. It pop-
ularized healthy, low-sugar, carbonated beverages and built a lasting 
brand.

Israeli entrepreneurs and investors have traditionally focused on 
B2B. Marketing, branding and the less tachles (tangible) aspects of 
growing a business were always thought to be in the realm of Ameri-
can marketers. That started to change with the success of technology 
B2C brands such as Waze and Wix (which, like SodaStream, advertised 
on the Super Bowl).

Daniel Cohen, an active CPG investor at Viola Ventures, believes Is-
raeli entrepreneurs can parlay a natural advantage in this space.

“The future of CPG brands is all digital-based,” he says. “This means 
that the quality of the distribution/marketing is not based on retail 
relationships but on strong and innovative online marketing. This is 
exactly where Israeli entrepreneurs excel. The experience that was 
built in companies like 888 in gaming, Wix and SodaStream is a great 
foundation for the new generation of CPG/DTC [direct to consumer] 
companies.”

There is an Israeli equivalent of the “PayPal Mafia,” the alumni who 
worked at the Silicon Valley trailblazer and created companies such as 
Tesla, LinkedIn, Palantir and YouTube. Today a “Waze and Wix Mafia” 
who grew up in those brand-focused companies are building Israeli 
companies putting brand awareness first.

Silicon Valley influences many aspects of our globalized modern 
culture, so it makes sense that the Israeli B2C technology pioneers of 
brand-building would influence the CPG space.

Leveling up from the Dead Sea  
One of those alumni, an indi-

vidual whose time at Wix taught 
him about building a global 
brand, is men’s grooming startup 
Maapilim cofounder and CEO 
Jonathan Keren.

CPG as a global $635 billion 
market encompasses so much of 
what we consume daily, and that 
includes cosmetics, an industry 
that has fared well during Covid. 
If there is one category of prod-
ucts everyone familiar with Israel 
knows about, it is Dead Sea cos-
metics, either from their visit to 
the country or from the local ki-
osk in every shopping mall.

A lot has changed in the cos-
metics industry in the last few 
years, including the explosion of 
men’s personal care and health 
products led by Silicon Valley up-
starts such as Hims and Roman 
Health.

If Dead Sea products were the 
first generation of Israeli cosmet-
ics and the popular Sabon chain 
the next iteration, then gender-
neutral brands such as Maapilim 
are today’s brand for the TikTok 
generation.

Maapilim’s brand is about 
slowing down and taking time for 
self-care. They have incorporated 
modern concepts such as a pop-
up store in New York and a sub-
scription box into their business 
model. Brands such as Maapilim 
could gain even more traction 
among young socially conscious 
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Hadassah News

Hadassah profiles: Q & A
Carol Curland: Past Chapter 

President - 2014-2018
1. Where did you grow up 
and describe your childhood?

I grew up in Newport, 
Delaware where my father 
worked as an executive for 
DuPont and my mother was 
a homemaker. I was the mid-
dle child of 5 children and 
have 3 sisters and a brother. 
We had a close family life: 
family dinners every night 
with expectations to be in-
volved and committed to our 
education, values, sports and 
games, church, and commu-
nity life. 

2. Describe your education 
and your career.

I attended public school 
and then trained in anesthe-

sia nursing at the Episcopal Hospital and the University of Penn-
sylvania. I did clinical work at several hospitals in Pennsylvania. 
In Connecticut, I worked at the Coast Guard Academy Hospital and 
then for over 25 years at Backus Hospital for Norwich Anesthesia 
Associates. I am certified for marijuana programs prescribing and 
counseling for PTSD and cancer patients.

3. When and how did you have the occasion to encounter Judaism?
I was raised as an Episcopalian, but my husband was Jewish. 

When we moved to Norwich to start our professional lives, I en-
countered his entire family, 3 generations, who introduced me to 
Judaism. I was impressed with their observance, our Friday night 
Shabbat dinners and Synagogue services. I loved the family gath-
erings and discussions of past family history, including escape 
from Germany and immigration to the US via Cuba.

4. Tell us why you made the decision to convert to Judaism.
I learned to love the traditions, the generations getting togeth-

er and telling stories, and the foods. I was familiar with the Old 
Testament, and the way Judaism and the holidays were celebrated 
just seemed more meaningful to me. I read everything I could, and 
most importantly, I was drawn to the basic Jewish value: treat oth-
ers with respect and be kind to one another. Jews are treasures 
because we demonstrate that taking God seriously means we are 
in a constant relationship with God - not just at chosen times and 
places. 

5. Describe your experience of conversion to Judaism and how it 
transformed your life.

I made an appointment with Rabbi Altshuler at Beth Jacob and 
we set up a 2-year schedule that included lessons with him and 

Rabbi Astor and Hebrew studies with Cantor Poll. Three others 
were in my conversion class and we all took an oral exam at the 
end of the program. I then entered the Mikvah at the Brothers 
of Joseph and then back to Beth Jacob where I was given my He-
brew name, Rachel. I was celebrated at Friday night services from 
the Bimah and at Shabbat Dinner. My conversion opened up a 
new world for me - new friends, new learning experiences and a 
chance to belong to a very special group of people. It was a joyous 
time for me, and I was proud and anxious to continue to learn and 
grow as a Jew.

6. How and when were you introduced to Hadassah?
I was at Synagogue services and someone introduced herself 

to me and asked if I could help stuff envelopes for a fund-raising 
event. It turned out to be for Hadassah and I was excited to be 
invited. 

7. Why has Hadassah been important in your life?
Hadassah has become my surrogate family. During a difficult 

time in my life, Hadassah friends were there for me. I was thrilled 
to be asked to be on the Board and then President of the Chapter. 
This is my Dayenu story: It would have been enough to be a mem-
ber - enough to be on the Board - but the President also!! I love the 
values, the meetings, the book clubs, the trips, the discussions of 
current events, the fund raising and so much more - all a new life 
for me, with meaning.

8. What are the values and ideals that impel your work in the Jew-
ish and greater community?

A commandment in the Torah is that no person should be 
alone. I try to stop at someone’s home weekly to say hello, bring a 
book or a small gift. It is important to reach out and do small acts 
of kindness. it is important to honor each individual and giving 
charity is a special high for me. I am committed to Tikkun Olam, 
Tzedakah and L’Dor V’Dor - from generation to generation. Those 
are my values.

9. Describe the other organiza-
tions and causes you work for 
and contribute to and why.

After my presidency, I still 
serve on the Board of Hadas-
sah. I am a member of Beth 
Jacob Synagogue and Temple 
Emanu-El Sisterhood. I am on 
the board of the Jewish Federa-
tion and serve on the executive 
board of the Norwich Inn and 
Spa. I do volunteer work with 
Safe Futures. It is important 
to contribute and help make a 
difference in the community.

10. Tell us about your family.
I have a beautiful daughter 

and we are so much alike. I 
share family time with my sib-
lings and their spouses at the 
Jersey shore where we always 
spent our summers as chil-
dren. My family shares all the 
holidays with me.

11. What are your hopes for 
the future of Hadassah and the 
Jewish and greater community 
in our world of eastern CT?

My hope is that the Jewish 
family continue reaching out 
to one another. I will continue 
to be active, respect our elders. 
care for those in need, tend to 
the earth and work to increase 
understanding and work for 
Hadassah’s mission.

By Sheila Horvitz
It took almost a century for women to gain the right 

to vote in the US as a Constitutional Right. It spanned 
two generations of women and men and included 
marches, protests, beatings, arrests, hunger strikes and 
force-feeding by the police. 

While the movement was in large measure one of 
white, protestant middle class women - Jewish women, 
men, abolitionists, and other social justice movements 
were allied in the fight over the years.

When America first began, only white men of prop-
erty had the right to vote. The Suffrage movement be-
gan in earnest in 1848 when Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
and Lucretia Mott called a Convention at Seneca Falls, 
New York to organize for women’s rights. The Conven-
tion ended with a Declaration of Sentiments which was 
modeled on the Declaration of Independence and called for social, 
economic, and political rights for women. The Vote was almost an 
afterthought. The abolitionist, Frederick Douglass, who attended the 
conference, along with many other men, urged the delegates to add 
fighting for the Vote to the Declaration - and so the suffrage movement 
was effectively born. 

The Long March to 
the Women’s Vote: 

1848-1920

Susan B. Anthony and Stanton 
spearheaded a movement that 
fostered education, circulated pe-
titions and lobbied states and the 
national government. The move-
ment was disappointed when the 
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During these trying times, we at Chabad are thinking of you and 
wishing our community well. We look forward to sharing challah for 
Shabbat with you, homemade with lots of love.

We’ve been sharing these challahs now for many weeks with our 
community, and we want to spread the word, making sure that this 
offer is available for all of you. We’d be delighted if you continue to 
share the love by taking an extra challah bag to brighten Shabbat for 
a fellow Jew.

Here’s how it works:
Each week an email is sent out as a reminder to place your order by 

Thursday evening. Reply YES to the email to make your challah order. 
On Friday, pick up your challah at one of two locations, in New London 
and Norwich. Please note, if you are unable to pick up the challah your-
self, delivery to your home can be arranged.

To sign up to receive the weekly challah email, please contact us at  
info@chabadect.com with your email address.

Warm challah hugs to each of you! (socially distanced, of course)

Share the love –  
give a challah

44726

 Diamonds  ❖  Watches  ❖  Crystal
 Fine Contemporary & Antique Jewelry

 Custom Jewelry Design  ❖  Expert Jewelry & Watch Repair
 Estate Jewelry Bought & Sold

 262 Boston Post Road • Utopia Centre 
 Waterford, CT • (860) 442-4391

 Monday - Thursday 10:00-6:00  ❖  Friday 10:00-7:00  ❖  Saturday 10:00-4:00

 Since 1919 Southeastern Connecticut’s Oldest and Most Respected Jewelers

By Aiden Pink, The Forward
President Trump is scheduled 

to attend a fundraiser in New Jer-
sey next week hosted by the fam-
ily of Stanley Chera, a friend of his 
who died earlier this year from 
COVID-19, Hamodia reported.

Chera, a real estate devel-
oper and a prominent leader of 
the Syrian Jewish community of 
New York and New Jersey, died in 
April at age 78. Trump had said in 
a press conference in March that 
Chera’s diagnosis had caused him 
to understand the seriousness of 
the coronavirus.

“When you send a friend to 
the hospital, and you call up to 
find out how is he doing — it 
happened to me, where he goes 
to the hospital, he says goodbye,” 
Trump said. “He’s sort of a tough 
guy. A little older, a little heavier 
than he’d like to be, frankly. And 
you call up the next day: ‘How’s 
he doing?’ And he’s in a coma? 
This is not the flu.”

Chera was an early backer 
of Trump and contributed hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars to 
his election bid in 2016.

The fundraiser is to be held on 

Stanley Chera, seen in November 2018, was an early backer of Don-
ald Trump’s presidential campaign, contributing hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars. (Patrick McMullan/Patrick McMullan via Getty Im-
ages)

Syrian-Jewish real estate family to 
host Trump fundraiser

Sunday, August 9, in Deal, N.J., which has a large Syrian Jewish commu-
nity. As with most such events, more donations lead to greater access: 
A single ticket to the event costs $5,600, but $250,000 allows guests 
to have two tickets to the event plus access to a private roundtable 
discussion and a photo op with Trump.

Aiden Pink is the deputy news editor of the Forward. 

By PJ Grisar, The Forward
Jonathan Swan’s agile interview with President Donald Trump for 

Axios on HBO Monday, August 3, was revelatory.
The 40-minute conversation exposed the president’s dismissive-

ness of pandemic-related deaths, his unwillingness to praise critics 
like the late John Lewis and his remarkable lack of concern over Rus-
sia’s reported aid to Taliban soldiers. But for the internet, the biggest 

Jonathan Swan is the meme  
hero we need right now

takeaway was Swan’s face. A 
meme has been born.

In the interview, Swan’s boy-
ish visage alternated between 
bemusement, amusement and 
abject confusion over the presi-
dent’s claims of success and 
unfair treatment by the media. 
One stand-out expression that 
exploded on Twitter came af-
ter Trump handed Swan graphs 
showing that the United States 
was “lower than the world” in 
terms of death in proportion to 
cases of coronavirus.

Swan, who insisted he was 
referring to the U.S.’s record of 
deaths proportional to popula-
tion, was told he “can’t do that” 
by the president. Swan furrowed 
his brow; his mask of utter befud-
dlement perfectly encapsulated 
many viewers’ reactions to the 
interview and, in a macro sense, 
the world of 2020 writ large.

Swan, an Aussie with a friend-
ly mien and strong Nice Jewish 
Boy energy — and a physician 

father who has been guiding Australia through the pandemic — also 
prompted some more baroque, multi-panel memes using his reactions 
to different bizarre images imposed onto the piece of paper Trump 
offered him.

This last format, sure to be a flash in the pan given the news cycle, 
recalls the “Social Network” meme in which Jesse Eisenberg, as Mark 
Zuckerberg, receives a note and scrunches his face in consternation.

But, whatever the meme’s longevity, Swan, with his WTF mugs and 
willingness to challenge Trump has made him the standard bearer for 
many confused Americans. Today, we are all Jonathan Swan.

Editor’s Note: If you haven’t seen the interview, here is the link: 
https://youtu.be/zaaTZkqsaxY

Everyone counts:   We are counting on you!
Here in Eastern Connecticut the JFEC works to support, sustain  

and revitalize Jewish life. But we can’t do it without you.  
Send in your donation today.

https://youtu.be/zaaTZkqsaxY
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475 Broad St., New London CT • 860-443-CITY

Come in! We’d like to meet you!

Chuck and Romana Primus, Owners

As thirteen-year-old Zach Kuperman pedaled up State Street he ad-
justed the bundle of Day papers nestled in the wire basket between 
his bike’s handlebars. “May the year 2024 bring us a year of healing 
and recovery,” read the headline story on the first page. Zach shrugged, 
knowing all too well that healing, as welcome as it might be after four 
years of disasters, would not bring back his little sister, or his great 
grandmother, or his mother for that matter.

He scrunched up his features to fight the biting wind as he passed 
the New London Library, still shuttered since last year’s State Bank-
ruptcy. “Everything happens for a reason,” his great grandmother used 
to say. He could still see her in his mind’s eye standing at the kitchen 
window of the family’s Pequot Avenue home, gazing out towards the 
beaches and spouting her home grown wisdom. “Get a good education 
Zachie,” she used to say. “It’s the only thing they can’t take from you.” 
Zach spit into the street, as if the memory of the closed Harbor School 
could be expunged.

Yet his job delivering the Day was a godsend, and he knew it. Plenty 
of other kids applied. He was lucky enough to get a job, any job, what 
with the thousands of city kids out of school, out of food, out of luck. 
Not that his father didn’t try. Working three jobs had kept the roof over 
their heads, but with the sky high cost of food, Zach knew his earnings 
gave his Dad enough to prepare a proper meal…well at least once in a 
while.

Now Zach passed the Courthouse on Broad Street, the paint peeling, 
the colonial shutters off their hinges, in disrepair. How strange to have 
a structure that served justice for 130 years abandoned by the New 
Military Government of the Northeast. Not that Zach was complaining. 
They kept order, and after the Northern States declared independence, 
order was what the country needed…and masks, and ventilators, at 
least that’s what his Dad liked to say. 

He pedaled down Truman Street, dropped off his last five papers 
at the Pharmacy at the corner of Bank and headed towards home. He 
tried not to stare at the throngs of men waiting outside the Food Bank 
on Montauk, their ration cards in hand, standing apart, their govern-

ment issued black masks obscur-
ing their faces. He turned onto 
Ocean, passing the abandoned 
Ocean Pizza, and the Wayfarer. 
Then on past the twenty story 
Lawrence Memorial Hospital, 
built just last year to help fight 
the viral outbreak that had rav-
aged the country.

As he neared what used to be 
the Recovery Room Restaurant 
he noticed a commotion. Two 
boys, were fighting, rolling on 
the ground, their arms locked in 
mortal combat, one clutching his 
ration card with one hand, ward-
ing off his attacker with the other. 
Reflexively Zach put a hand to his 
pocket, checking for the small 
wad of bills he’d collected for his 
papers, then glancing at the pep-
per spray he kept strapped to the 

basket of his bike. He wondered if he’d ever have to use it, and quick-
ened his pace.

Soon Zach reached the old Beth El building at 660 Ocean. He paused 
in front of the overgrown parking lot and stared at the Project Learn 
sign, still hanging at an obtuse angle from it’s one remaining rusted 
bolt. Pity the school had to disband due to the virus. All that money to 
repurpose a synagogue, and for what? He gazed towards the old gym, 
wondered what it would have been like to play with other kids again. 
He’d heard stories of the Solomon Schechter School playing basketball 
there at recess, back in his father’s time. Hard to imagine anyone hav-
ing fun in the world anymore.

As he daydreamed of better times the echo of his father’s voice rose 
in his mind. Forget your foolish dreams, Zach. In this world you get what 
you can take, and don’t let anyone play you for a sap.

Then he noticed the lights on in what used to be the synagogue’s 
sanctuary. Now that’s strange, hasn’t been anyone allowed in there for 
years. He leaned his bike against a light post and moved forward cau-
tiously. He put an ear to the glass door, puzzled at the sound of voices 
chanting in unison. “Hallelujah,” they seemed to be singing.

To be continued.
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SNAP UPLOAD VOTE VIEW

It’s likely that this year you’ve been home more 
and exploring the natural wonders of southeastern 
Connecticut. Now is your chance to submit images 
that you’ve taken around the region for a chance to 
be featured in our 2021 calendar. Submissions are 

open until September 23.

By Carol Goodman Kaufman
“But Ma, he’s Jewish!” That 

was the very catchy title of a 
program hosted by my Hadas-
sah chapter in San Francisco. 
Unfortunately, I got stuck in 
traffic on the Oakland Bay 
Bridge and never got to hear 
the talk, but the idea that there 
were Jews other than the ones 
I had grown up with — white 
and mostly Ashkenazi — fasci-
nated me.

Among the joys of travel is 
the opportunity to enjoy the natural beauty, cultural life, and unique 
foodways of these places. And when Joel and I travel, we always look 
for Jewish sites. 

But, meeting new people in their home countries is the thing that 
can bring a trip over the top. 

Now, just because we’re not going further than the corner store 
these days, it doesn’t mean we can’t continue the global staycation that 
we started last month. This time, we’ll continue our exploration of Jew-
ish life in Africa.

After the Assyrian conquest of Israel in the 8th century BCE, the vic-
tors carried away many captives. But the rest of the ten tribes in the 
Northern Kingdom dispersed to “the four corners of the earth,” never 
to be heard from again. Never? Over the millennia, numerous theories 
have circulated as to the fate of these Ten Lost Tribes, and at least a 
dozen communities around the world claim descendancy from these 
ancient Israelites. Whether the Assyrian Jews of Kurdistan, the B’nai 
Menashe in India, the Beta Israel of Ethiopia or the Kaifeng Jews of 
China, these groups may indeed be members of the lost tribes. And, 
why not?

After the Assyrian rout of Israel, one of the directions the refugees 
headed was southwest. Before there were nation states on the African 
continent, there were tribes, and it was into several of those tribes, 
in what is now Nigeria, that some exiled Jews assimilated, marrying 
and having children. The Yoruba Jews, numbering around 2,000, call 
themselves B’nai Ephraim (children of Ephraim), as they believe they 
are descended from the tribe of that name. And the Annang, Efik, and 
Ibibio peoples also have ancient religious practices similar to those in 
the Torah.

The largest group of Nigerian Jews is made up of members of the 
Igbo (pronounced ee-bo) tribe. While missionaries converted most of 
the Igbo tribe to Christianity in the 19th century, and a small minor-
ity became Muslim in the 20th, the proud Igbo Jews never forgot their 
origins. The intriguing documentary, Re-Emerging: The Jews of Nigeria, 
follows the Jews of the Igbo tribe and their dedication to the faith of 
their ancestors. In the course of the film, a couple of the Igbo Jews recall 
their parents telling them that they were descended from the Hebrews 
of long ago. 

Lost? and Found: The Jews of Nigeria
Support for their belief came 

from an unusual source. One 
Olaudah Equiano was an 18th cen-
tury Igbo who had been captured 
and sold as a slave in the Carib-
bean. He ultimately won his free-
dom and settled in London, and 
in 1789, Equiano published his 
autobiography, in which he cited 
evidence that his tribe was de-
scended from the Jews of Israel. 
He wrote:

The strong analogy which ... 
appears to prevail in the manners 
and customs of my countrymen 
and those of the Jews, before they 
reached the Land of Promise, and 
particularly the patriarchs while 
they were yet in that pastoral 
state which is described in Gen-
esis — an analogy, which alone 
would induce me to think that the 
one people had sprung from the 
other.

Given that the Igbo Jews ar-
rived in Africa centuries before 
the Talmud was compiled, they 
neither knew about nor followed 
rabbinic law. But their religious 
practices include circumcision on 
the eighth day after the birth of 
a boy, observance of kashrut and 
niddah, wearing of tallit and kip-
pah, and celebration of holidays 
like Yom Kippur and Rosh Hasha-
nah. Coincidence? 

While some Igbos have made 
aliyah to Israel, a strong and 
growing community remains in 
Nigeria, served by an eye-popping 
26 synagogues, with population 
estimates ranging widely, from 
3,000 to 30,000 Jews. And every 
year more Igbos convert to Juda-
ism. 

“To the four corners of the 
earth,” indeed. So much of Jew-
ish history involves conquest and 
exile, but those many exiles have 
produced an amazingly diverse 
international family tree. 

Suya (Grilled Kebab with Spicy Peanut Rub)
Suya, made with a dry peanut-based rub, may be the quintessential 

Nigerian street food. And when they say “spicy,” they mean it. While 
some really do like it hot, I have significantly reduced the amount of 
cayenne pepper from the original recipe. Add more if you’re brave.

Ingredients:
2 lbs. steak or London broil
1 cup dry roasted peanuts
1½ teaspoon smoked paprika
1 tablespoon garlic powder
1 tablespoon onion powder
1 tablespoon white pepper 
1 teaspoon salt
¾ teaspoon cayenne pepper (more if you really like heat)
Vegetable oil 
6 skewers (soaked in water for 30 minutes if you are using wooden)

Instructions:
Heat the oven to 450°F. Lightly spray or oil baking sheet or roasting pan.
In a medium bowl, mix the salt and spices together. Set aside 
Pulse the peanuts in a blender, food processor or coffee grinder until 

finely crushed — not to a paste!
Add the ground peanuts to the spice mixture. 
Pat the meat dry with a paper towel. 
Slice the meat, against the grain, into thin strips.
Drizzle oil over meat and toss to coat.
Add the meat to the spice mixture, coating completely.
Thread the skewers, dividing the meat evenly among them.
Line a roasting pan or baking sheet with foil, coat with vegetable 

spray, and place the skewers on it. 
Roast for about 12-15 minutes. 
Serve warm with a salad.
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By Geoff Huasmann
I had subscribed to the Food Network maga-

zine and each issue they go through a day in 
the life of one of the celebrities.  Many times, I 
receive the comment that maybe I should become a real estate agent 
after seeing my commission check I receive at the closing table.  If only 
that was true, I would not have to go around singing: “If I was a rich 
man” because I would be one.

As everyone else, I forgot what I had for breakfast, so I decided to 
take my day in real estate to describe in detail.  This is going to be an 
exciting day as a client is going to purchase a property where he has 
had to jump through hoops to get to this point.

7am  I am downstairs making breakfast for the family as the boys 
will be leaving soon for their summer employment.  While eating my 
half bagel I do the sudoku puzzle that is in the Day paper.  Susan and I 
discuss the day’s happenings to make sure no one is forgotten.

8am The phone is taken off do not disturb.  I start reviewing the 
emails that came through overnight.  I also received a lead at 2am 
about a property in East Lyme.  Of course, this property is already un-
der contract, but I make notes so I can contact this person after 9am.  I 
send a text and email to him letting him know I will be calling.

8:30am I leave for my 9am home inspection.  
9am The home inspection begins.  I was just informed that the 

client who is planning on closing today has not been informed on how 
much he is to bring to closing.  I called the mortgage person to find 
out the issue only to find out that they are just awaiting the insurance 
binder to come in.  While fixing this issue, we find out this home has 
termites and the buyer is getting upset. I calm down this buyer and get 
the other client the information for his closing.

My cell phone is continuing to ring about my new listing that I en-
tered at 9pm the night before.  Of course, the seller wants me to call 
her instead of texting.  

The inspector has turned the thermostat over 80 to test the heat 
in the home.  Always my favorite part of the inspection on a hot day.  
I take time to explain to the buyer on the small issues that have been 
found so far and then the inspector states he is done, and it is time to 
complete the paperwork.

11:30  I am meeting with another client where I show 3 properties.  
She is excited about the third one.  I contact the mortgage person to 
obtain a pre-qualified letter so that I can write up an offer.

1:15 I return to my office to have lunch with Susan and write the 
offer on the property I just showed.  I send the paperwork to my client 
electronically for her to sign.  I also informed the listing agent that an 
offer is coming in.  

3pm I meet the buyer who is closing for a final walk through.  The 
seller left a plant and a nice note.  The buyer follows me to the attor-
ney’s office, but I am not allowed inside do to COVID19.  The paralegal 
hands me an envelope where I deliver this to my office so that I can 
receive my commission check in a few days.

By Gail B. MacDonald, Jerusalem Post
Just weeks after world leaders and Holocaust survivors in January 

marked the 75th anniversary of the liberation of the Auschwitz con-

centration camp in Poland, a protester boldly waved a red Nazi flag 
emblazoned with a swastika at an Arizona political rally for the man 
who had hoped to be the United States’ first Jewish president.

The flag waver quickly was removed from the Phoenix rally for Ver-
mont Sen. Bernie Sanders, who has since dropped out of the presi-
dential race. Still, such flagrant display of a symbol of hatred was a 
disturbing reminder of continued antisemitic sentiment in the United 
States and globally. The incident also provided even more evidence of 
the need to increase efforts to reverse hatred through education about 
the horrible impact of racism and anti-Semitism. 

The Arizona incident is far from the most serious episode illustrat-
ing continued and increasing US antisemitism fueled by social media 
and President Donald Trump’s vitriol. A survey published on April 21 
by the New York City-based Anti-Defamation League found more than 
half of American Jews witnessed or directly experienced antisemitism 
in the past five years. The survey also found that 63 percent of Ameri-
can Jews said they feel less safe now than they did a decade ago. 

Numerous attacks justify this fear. In October 2018, a man stormed 
a synagogue outside Pittsburgh, fatally shooting 11 worshipers. Six 
months later, one person was killed and three injured when another 
man with a gun fired inside a synagogue near San Diego. In December 
2019, three were killed in a kosher market in Jersey City, New Jersey 
and at least five stabbed in Monsey, New York by a machete-wielding 
man who burst into a Hanukkah party at a rabbi’s house.

The coronavirus pandemic also has fueled a significant increase 
in conspiracy theories and accusations by far-right individuals and 
groups seeking to link Jews to the spread of the virus.

Amidst such disturbing facts, the need to fight to reverse this trend 
is evident. I’m proud of such efforts in my small corner of Connecticut, 
where the Jewish Federation of Eastern Connecticut’s Holocaust Re-
source Center runs two important programs. Encountering Survivors 
and Encountering Differences bring high school and middle school 
students face-to-face with Holocaust survivors or survivors’ children, 
or with African Americans who have experienced racism. 

These conversations between students and people whose lives 
have been informed and shaped by racist encounters or the terrors of 
the Holocaust, bring history to life and serve as an antidote to hatred. 
It’s less likely to deny historic events or spew hatred after hearing 
heart-wrenching stories from those who lived them. Some 340 stu-
dents have participated over three years.

The Federation’s work also spurred an exhibition now on display 
at the Lyman Allyn Art Museum in my hometown of New London, 

Stemming the tide of antisemitism in the US
“If people can learn to hate, they can be taught to love, for love 
comes more naturally to the human heart than its opposite.”

Connecticut. The exhibit features 
numerous city residents’ stories 
about surviving racism. These 
include a retired female minister 
who remembers the power and 
pain of the fire hoses turned on 
her and fellow civil rights pro-
testers in her native South Caro-
lina, an attorney who repeatedly 
was mistaken as a defendant 
when entering court houses dur-
ing his career, and a board mem-
ber of a local corporation who 
recalls the challenges of traveling 
by car through a still-segregated 
US in the 1950s when her family 
was moving to Connecticut.

As important as are these inci-
dents from past decades, howev-
er, more telling was the reaction 
panelists had to a question posed 
by recently retired Federation 
Executive Director Jerry Fischer 
during an event celebrating the 
exhibition’s opening: Have you 
encountered racism recently? 
The panelists were quick to re-
count numerous experiences in-
cluding being targeted by police 
or being offered racially insensi-
tive advice by strangers.

Such incidents are neither as 
serious nor as life-threatening as 
the Nazis’ systematic plan for ex-
termination or the centuries-long 
denial of legal rights to African 
Americans in the US. But insensi-
tive remarks and bullying based 
on race, ethnicity or religion still 
can be deeply hurtful and life-
altering. 

While small and personal-
ized programs such as those run 
by the local Jewish Federation 
may not have the reach of social 
media nor the power of legisla-
tion, educating young people 
about racism’s emotional scars is 
worthwhile. 

We should recall Nelson Man-
dela’s words to grasp the power 
of education: “No one is born hat-
ing another person because of 
the colour of his skin, or his back-
ground, or his religion. People 
must learn to hate, and if they can 
learn to hate, they can be taught 
to love, for love comes more natu-
rally to the human heart than its 
opposite.”

The writer is a member of the 
journalism faculty at the Univer-
sity of Connecticut and resident of 
New London, Connecticut

Antisemitism in the United States (photo credit: ADL)
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Between a rock and a hard place
By Edgar Asher, Ashernet

When the Covid 19 virus epidemic was first ob-
served in Israel, the response by the health 
authorities was considered to be good. The 
public were soon on-board to play their part 
to avoid unnecessary person to person con-
tact, and additional hospital facilities were 
developed to absorb the extra patients who 
had caught the virus and might need more 
intensive treatment. The first round of the in-
fection seemed to be under control and warn-
ings about a second wave seemed to go mostly 
unheeded. There were other problems, apart 
from a second wave – a serious political prob-
lem and a threat of confrontation with Israel’s 
arch enemy, Hezbollah.

All these problems fell on the shoulders of 
the government. However, the government, a 
coalition led presently by Prime Minister Bin-
yamin Netanyahu, were themselves split from 
top to bottom. On top of this was the sword of 
Damocles hanging over the future of Netan-
yahu who was already in the throes of a court 
case which could have serious consequences 
for him if he were found guilty of the various 
serious charges against him. Charges that he 
proclaims he is totally innocent. Even setting 
these charges on one side, Prime Minister Ne-
tanyahu – Israel’s longest serving prime minister – is 
very unpopular with the public. So much so, that daily, 
thousands of Israelis, mainly in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, 
hold protests to advance the resignation of the Prime 
Minister. They are angry at Netanyahu’s constant efforts 
to thrust himself into the public arena to dominate the 
conversation and show himself as the only politician 
who can deal with Israel’s present predicaments. They 
are angry over what they say is his bungled response 
to an economic crisis caused by the coronavirus and 
depicting him as a hedonist, out of touch with common 
people.

Such is the unpopularity of the present coalition that 
another general election might even be called to try and 

straighten Israel’s political future. Presently thousands of 
Israelis have no jobs.

With the covid-19 virus dominating Israel, and the 
world’s, daily life, one of the most important positions in 
the Israeli government is that of health minister. Presently 
the former Knesset Speaker, Likud’s Yuli Edelstein, is now 
health minister, having taken over from the former health 
minister Ya’acov Litzman, leader of the ultra-orthodox 
United Torah Judaism party. Neither Edelstein or Litzman 
have medical training and thus the leadership in this seri-
ous epidemic is essentially political rather than medical. 
The medical expertise is currently found in the newly im-

portant appointment of Professor Ronni Gamzu, for-
mer highly respected director of Tel Aviv’s prestigious 

Sourasky Medical Center.
If the covid-19 virus epidemic was 

not enough, Israel must contend with the 
constant threats of Hezbollah in Leba-
non. Hezbollah, Iran’s proxy in Lebanon, 
has reignited its threats to eliminate the 
State of Israel. It is neither announced 
nor reported, concerning Israel’s forays 
into its northern neighbor’s territory, 
particularly Syria, in order to destroy 
Iran’s attempts to supply weapons to 
Hezbollah. However, in recent days, re-
sponding to specific threats by Hezbol-
lah, Israel, in a show of strength, sent 
forces to Israel’s northern border to 
warn potential enemies that the IDF was 
ready. Prime Minister Netanyahu visited 
yesterday the northern command head-
quarters for an up to date assessment of 
the situation from the Chief of Staff.

The almost daily protests over per-
ceived government inaction have added 
another dimension to the covid crises - 
that is the relation of the public to the po-
lice. Daily demonstrations, including the 
blocking of main highways, have pitted 

the demonstrators against the police. Scenes of police 
trying to breakup demonstrations with water cannon 
have become commonplace, almost daily events. Both 
the demonstrators and the police are exhibiting their 
own frustrations.

The question is – if Binyamin Netanyahu resigns, will 
this solve many of Israel’s current problem. The answer 
is in the negative. Israel is really between a rock and a 
hard place. It is a real-life dilemma. Is Israel once again 
heading to national elections? And is a solution in sight 
for the elimination of this terrible virus? © ASHERNET

Professor Ronni Gamzu, the new head of the government’s covid-19 commit-
tee set up to fight the virus. 

Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu in the latest of his many tv appearances to dem-
onstrate his governments control and intentions in dealing with the virus. Prime Minster Netanyahu at a meeting of IDF Northern Command in northern 

Israel. On Netanyahu’s right is the IDF Chief of Staff Aviv Kochavi. 
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By Edgar Asher, Ashernet
Evidence of the path of modern humans leaving Af-

rica 100,000 years ago, was recently discovered in the 
Negev city of Dimona.

Local youths working with the Israel Antiquities 
Authority (IAA) uncovered a Stone Age site during the 
summer. This is the first place in Israel where in situ 
evidence has been found of the special stone knapping 
technology used by humans who left Africa. The discov-
ery was revealed in an archeological excavation prior to 
construction of a new solar energy field and was under-
written by the Israel Electric Corporation.

Recent excavations conducted by the IAA together 
with local youths from Dimona, in preparation for the 
construction of the solar energy field was funded by 
the Israel Electric Corporation. A Middle Paleolithic 
flint knapping site was discovered that existed between 
250,000 - 50,000 years ago. Those who helped uncover 
the unique prehistoric site were youths from the city, 
who worked in the excavation as a summer job during 
the economically challenging period of the Covid 19.

The newly discovered site near Dimona is small. Pre-
historic humans seemingly arrived here in order to ac-
cess the abundant natural flint, from which they made 
their tools.

The site here is unique because of the flint knap-

Negev construction  
site reveals stone  

age artifacts
ping technology, known as 
‘Nubian Levallois’, which 
originated in Africa. Re-
searchers trace the path of 
this technology in order to 
understand the migration 
routes of modern humans 
from Africa to the rest of 
the world, about 100,000 
years ago.

“This is the first evi-
dence of a ‘Nubian’ flint industry in an archeological exca-
vation in Israel,” according to the excavation directors, and 
prehistory researchers Talia Abulafia and Maya Oron from 
the IAA. “The knapped flint artifacts remained right in the 
original place where the humans sat and created the tools. 
This manufacturing is identified with modern human 
populations who lived in East Africa 150 to100 thousand 
years ago and migrated from there around the world. In 
the last decade, quite a few Nubian sites have been discov-
ered in the Arabian Peninsula. This has led many schol-
ars to claim that modern humans left Africa through the 
Arabian Peninsula. The Dimona site appears to present 
the northernmost example of Nubian flint output found 
in situ, thus marking the migration route: from Africa to 
Saudi Arabia, and from there, perhaps, to the Negev.

The excavation took place while dealing with the 
challenges presented by Covid 19, which affect the 
health and economy of Israeli citizens in general, and 
the residents of Dimona in particular. According to Svet-
lana Talis, Northern Negev District Archaeologist at the 
IAA, “Dimona is one of the most severely affected towns 
in the second wave of the corona outbreak and was even 
on the verge of lockdown. After wondering what to do 
about summer holidays, local youths from Dimona came 
to the excavation to work and help their families, and to 
uncover a site of importance. All of this is part of a proj-
ect promoted and directed by the IAA in recent years, 
which seeks to bring our youth closer to their own cul-
tural heritage.” ©: ASHERNET

The excavation site near Dimona. 

By Edgar Asher, Ashernet
A 1,300-year old church, with ornate mosaic floors, 

was recently revealed in an excavation in the Circas-
sian village of Kfar Kama, near Kfar Tabor, carried out 
by the Israel Antiquities Authority (IAA), in collabora-
tion with the Kinneret Academic College, and with as-
sistance from local volunteers. The Catholic Archbishop 
Dr. Youssef Matta, Head of the Greek Catholic Church in 
Israel, personally visited the site and was stirred by the 
ancient remains.

The excavation, directed led by IAA archaeologist 
Nurit Feig and Professor Moti Aviam of the Kinneret 
Academic College, took place prior to the building of a 
playground, initiated by the Kfar Kama Local Council 
and the Jewish National Fund.

1,300-year-old church 
found in the Galilee

According to Nurit Feig, “The church, 
measuring 12 × 36 m, includes a large 
courtyard, a ‘narthex’ foyer, and a central 
hall. Unique to this church is the existence 
of three apses (prayer niches), while most 
churches were characterized by a single 
apse. The nave and the aisles were paved 
with mosaics which partially survived. 
Their colorful decoration stands out, in-
corporating geometric patterns, and blue, 
black, and red floral patterns. A special dis-
covery was the small reliquary, a stone box 
used to preserve sacred relics.

An additional series of rooms was partially uncovered 
adjacent to the church. According to a ground-penetrating 
radar inspection operated by Dr. Shani Libbi, there are ad-
ditional rooms at the site yet to be excavated. According to 
the researchers, it is quite possible that this large complex 
was a monastery.

In the early 1960s, a smaller church with two chapels 
was excavated inside the village of Kfar Kama and was 
dated by the finds to the first half of the sixth century CE. 
According to Prof. Moti Aviam, “this was probably the vil-
lage church, whilst the church now discovered was prob-
ably part of a contemporary monastery on the outskirts 
of the village.”

The new discovery hints at the apparent importance of 
the Christian village settled in the Byzantine period close 

General view of the 1,300-year old church remains in Kfar Kama. 

to Mount Tabor, a site of primary religious significance 
for Christianity and identified as the site of the Trans-
figuration. In 1876, when the Circassian Shapsug tribe 
first settled in Kfar Kama, they used the stones of the 
ancient village to build their houses.

The discovery of the church in Kfar Kama will con-
tribute to the extensive research project on the Chris-
tian settlement in the Galilee that is being carried out 
by Prof. Moti Aviam and Dr. Jacob Ashkenazi of the Kin-
neret Institute of Galilean Archaeology in the Kinneret 
Academic College. © ASHERNET

Part of the revealed church mosaics at Kfar Kama. 
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CONSUMER CONT. FROM PG 2

consumers who may not feel current brands are doing enough to un-
derstand their hyper-personalized needs.

“We launched Maapilim because we were both looking for ways to 
slow down. I became obsessed with essential oils and aromatherapy, 
while [cofounder] Doron [Baduach] focused on art. We also recog-
nized that for us, as consumers there was something missing from the 
market. We couldn’t find anything that was high quality, for men, from 
a gender-neutral approach, that offered the full range of products that 
we were looking for,” Keren states.

Several other Israeli founded cosmetic companies have created 
unique products such as the first virtual fragrance, Amkiri, and Lavido, 
a skincare line featured on Gwyneth Paltrow’s popular lifestyle brand 
website goop.

The influence of Israel’s tech ecosystem played an important part 
in launching their brand. Keren reflects that “Coming from Wix, we 
learned so much about online marketing and running a B2C company 
in Israel. Also, seeing B2C companies based in Israel becoming more 
successful gave us a lot of confidence that it is possible. Companies like 
Lightricks, Wix, Joytunes, SodaStream made it seem more realistic.”

The global CPG ecosystem
Like all trends being developed in the Israeli tech ecosystem, there 

is strong international support, with Fortune 500 companies such as 
Coca-Cola, P&G, Nestlé and Mondelēz maintaining an active presence 
in Israel.

Considering recent international interest in the food-tech space as 
the local CPG ecosystem grows, we will most likely see more brands 
interested in Israel as a CPG destination.

But for CPG to succeed it needs a robust ecosystem backed by 
strong international brands. “Mondelēz’s activities include parlaying 
Israel as an innovation hub and partnering with local food-tech accel-
erators and VCs such as The Kitchen as well as local startups in order 
to take advantage of the strength of local entrepreneurial and techni-
cal talent to help us solve different open challenges we have in R&D, 
supply chain, consumer research and e-commerce,” stresses Horsky.

An investment ecosystem is important as fuel for budding startups. 
Daniel Eblagon, an active investor, CPG evangelist and founder of The 
B2Cs, the first Israeli B2C investors club, produced a comprehensive 
round-up of Israel B2C brands including digital products as well as 
CPGs.

Alongside Eblagon’s work in the ecosystem, Cohen states: “I think 
that Israelis have a long-standing fear from consumer products. It is 
a cycle that requires investors and entrepreneurs. If more companies 
will be backed [by investors] and more entrepreneurs will take their 

chance on the space, we will see 
in the future success stories that 
will inspire future generations.”

Learning from other commu-
nities that have built successful 
CPG ecosystems is important in 
modeling success.

Austin, Texas is America’s 
CPG center for emerging brands. 

Kirstin Ross, managing director 
of SKU, the consumer products 
accelerator center in Austin, be-
lieves Israel would naturally be a 
CPG center because of the coun-
try’s history of Dead Sea prod-
ucts.

“You find people who are 
dedicated CPG experts willing to 
share their knowledge, investors 
wanting to see more sophisti-
cated companies in their deal 
flow, and the entrepreneurs who 
need this insight,” Ross says.“It is 
the ‘pay it forward’ from mentors 
and investors with a joint cause 
that creates the friendship and 
network to support a robust eco-
system.”

Buying habits during a pan-
demic

As a result of Covid, consumer 
habits have shifted to purchasing 
online. During the first months 
of the pandemic, US Depart-
ment of Commerce data shows 
that American consumers spent 
$146.47 billion online with US 
retailers, up 14.5% from $127.89 
billion for the same period the 
prior year.

That gives newer brands the 
ability to market and sell their 
products across a large subset of 

the population.
While Amazon only recently launched in Israel, and shipping from 

Israel does have economic hurdles, opportunities will eventually pres-
ent themselves.

Online CPG brands in the US that are doing well because of the 
pandemic can thank online platforms such as Wix and Shopify that al-
lowed them to build a relationship directly with their customers.

We will never go back to retail as it was pre-Covid, and now with 
a plethora of established online stores, and Amazon not having the 
near-monopoly it did in the past, there will be a flood of new products 
and ways to reach an expanding market.

As a result, some Israeli brands have decided to launch their opera-
tions directly from the United States such as Seeds of Collaboration 
tahini and Hummus Joonam, which created a customer experience di-
rectly on their own e-commerce websites.

Data and the in-store experience 
Over the last few years, Israel has developed a robust retail-tech 

ecosystem. As this report from the Israeli Economic Mission states, 
“The consumer-packaged goods industry is harnessing IT to create 
direct relationships with consumers, manage demand-driven supply-
chains and accelerate the development of new products, among many 
other uses. Meanwhile, in the world of online apparel retail, AI is being 
utilized to increase customer satisfaction and reduce costly returns by 
tailoring subscription boxes to customers’ style and fit preferences.”

This trend makes sense with Israel’s excellence in AI, IoT, cyber-
security and deep technology. What has been interesting for VCs to 
invest in and for corporations to explore is how Israeli tech helps the 
retail experience.

CPG does not fit neatly into this vertical but as this category ex-
pands it could find its place. Budding Israeli CPG entrepreneurs and 
the investors backing them should understand that many US brands 
are taking a reputational hit because of the social protests in the 
States. Therein lies the opportunity for emerging CPG brands aligned 
with Gen Z lifestyle and values and powered by e-commerce to take 
flight.

Jonathan “Yoni” Frenkel heads a digital marketing agency, YKC Me-
dia, focused on engaging millennial and tech professionals through con-
tent. He’s been involved in the New York Israeli tech community for many 
years and previously held roles as a non-profit professional at the IAC 
Dor Chadash and AIPAC.

By Marcy Oster, JTA
“Hunters,” the Amazon series starring Al Pacino about a group of 

Nazi hunters in New York City in the 1970s, has been renewed for a 
second season.

Variety reported the news on Monday, August 3.
The show — which involves a network of Nazis living in the United 

States and conspiring to create a Fourth Reich, and a band of misfits 
who hunt them down — drew criticism from some Jewish groups for 
its premise and for its portrayal of the Holocaust.

Following the release of the first season in February, the Auschwitz 
Memorial and Museum called the show “dangerous” for depicting a 
human chess game in Auschwitz.

“Inventing a fake game of human chess for ‘Hunters’ is not only 
dangerous foolishness & caricature. It also welcomes future deniers,” 
the museum said.

In March, Stephen Smith, who heads the USC Shoah Foundation 
Institute — the Holocaust foundation founded by Steven Spielberg — 
called on Amazon to not produce a second season.

“Survivors of the Shoah sought justice, not revenge,” he wrote in 
an op-ed.

Amazon renews ‘Hunters’ 
for second season
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By Abigail Klein Leichman, Israel21c
Remember when pollution was our worst respiratory worry? Now, 

scientists say airborne virus particles may be the main cause of Co-
vid-19 infections.

In the face of new evidence, the World Health Organization has 
changed its tune about the virus not being transmitted through air.

“WHO, together with the scientific community, has been actively 
discussing and evaluating whether SARS-CoV-2 may also spread 
through aerosols … particularly in indoor settings with poor ventila-
tion,” the agency announced July 9.

Simply improving ventilation isn’t always possible or adequate. 
And although a new American study found that covering the nose and 
mouth can decrease risk of SARS CoV-2 infection by 65 percent, many 
people resist wearing facemasks.

The ultimate answer could be one or more of these Israeli high-tech 
solutions to cleanse indoor air from dangerous pathogens.

ProtectAir 
This device sterilizes indoor air by slowly releasing chlorine dioxide 

(ClO₂) in tiny amounts– far below the approved level of ClO₂indrinking 
water.

“Chlorine di-
oxide is powerful 
against viruses 
and other types 
of germs because 
only a very small 
amount deacti-
vates the virus as 
soon as it gets on 
one of its outer 
spikes. It doesn’t 
need to go into the 
core of the virus 
to kill it,” explains 
ProtectAir co-
founder Tsvi Da-
han.

“The efficiency 
is therefore very 
high. And it’s safe 
because it doesn’t 
go into the body. It 
stops on the spike.”

The small de-
vice can be mount-
ed on a wall or 
placed on a surface 

and doesn’t need electricity, Wi-Fi or batteries. “For a very big space 
you might put four or five units,” Dahan says.

It comes with a sachet of granules to place inside. Refills are needed 
about every four weeks. An optional upgrade is a gel that’s a little more 
powerful for a large area and lasts a longer time.

“Opening the package activates the granules or the gel. By nature, 
chlorine dioxide vaporizes and oxidizes quickly. But ProtectAir’s for-
mulation allows it to be released gradually and uniformly.”

ProtectAir was tested for efficacy against SARS-CoV-2 at Israel’s 
Amnilabs and has undergone safety testing in Israel and overseas.

“Two hours after you put it in the room, the air is sterilized and 
continues to be sterilized for three to four weeks. You don’t need to do 
anything to activate it if a person sneezes or coughs.”

The system was invented by Tsvi’s brother, Meir Dahan, who was 
a specialist in machine and water purification for 15 years at Soreq 
Nuclear Research Center.

“This is where he got to know ClO₂. Most companies use it in liquid 
form to purify water, but he knew it could purify air also. When news 
about the coronavirus began in December, Meir thought about how 
to use it differently. He worked with one of the producers to make it 
release into the air consistently, 24/7, for a period of a month or so.”

4 Israeli inventions that purify the air of Covid-19
Sales are beginning in Israel. 

“We are speaking with govern-
ment ministries to get ProtectAir 
units in public transportation, 
schools, and government of-
fices,” says Dahan. “We are also 
speaking with an Israeli company 
about marketing it globally.”

AuraAir
Aura Air’s filtration and disin-

fection device. Photo: courtesy
Israeli startup Aura Air has 

completed two phases of a pilot 
at Sheba Medical Center to check 
the efficacy of its air filtration and 
disinfection system.

Aura Air’s device senses con-
taminants and filters out tiny 
particles of bacteria, viruses, pol-
len, mold, fungi and other par-
ticulates.

The system uses a carbon- 
and copper-infused “Ray” filter, a 
HEPA (high efficiency particulate 
air) filter, a pre-filter and ultra-
violet UVC LEDs. It also gener-
ates positive and negative ions to 
freshen indoor air.

In previous lab experiments, 
the system demonstrated an av-
erage of 99 percent effectiveness 
against influenza viruses.

“We started the collaborative 
work with Sheba in an effort to 
reduce contaminants in the hos-
pital, and then the coronavirus 
arrived,” said Roy Friedberg, vice 
president of Aura Air. “Now we 
are focusing on purifying and dis-
infecting the air from severe vi-
ruses, including the coronavirus.”

Aura Air was tested in a hotel, 
a conference room in a commer-
cial building and a residential 
apartment in the United States 
that showed significant improve-
ments in air quality.

The company is conducting 
other tests in collaboration with 
Israeli strategic partner Beth-
El Industries, which makes ad-
vanced air filtration systems for 
the civilian and military sectors 
worldwide.

Aura Air has received a $1.5 
million grant from the Israel In-
novation Authority and expects 
EU funding, said Friedberg. “The 
goal is to target solutions for 
closed-space infections in gen-
eral, and the coronavirus in par-
ticular.”

Ultraviolet-C light
Pathways of viral infection in 

everyday life. Placement of UV-C 
light sources at ventilation sys-
tems and rooms not in use, with-

out direct optical paths to humans, help reduce virus propagation. Im-
age sketches by Nacho Gaubert

Ultraviolet C (UVC) light, a known disinfectant, could be a “particu-
larly efficient, easily deployable, and economically affordable” way to 
inactivate the coronavirus in indoor air, says a team of international 
scientists including Prof. Ido Kaminer of the Technion-Israel Institute 
of Technology.

The scientists suggest a global capital investment in UVC sources 
— such as fluorescent lamps, microcavity plasmas and LEDs on the 
inside of the ventilation systems of buildings and in shared indoor 
spaces – would quickly deactivate airborne and surface-deposited 
SARS-CoV-2 viruses.

“The Covid-19 outbreak, caused by the SARS-CoV-2 virus, is posing 
an extraordinary challenge that requires swift worldwide action for 
the massive deployment of affordable and ready-to-apply measures 
to drastically reduce its transmission probabilities in indoor spaces,” 
their report said.

“Doing so will allow for the eventual return to conventional activi-
ties such as working at the office, going to school, or even attending 
entertainment events.”

The ProtectAir device continuously releases 
minute amounts of chlorine dioxide

Pathways of viral infection in everyday life. Placement of UV-C light 
sources at ventilation systems and rooms not in use, without direct 
optical paths to humans, help reduce virus propagation. Image 
sketches by Nacho Gaubert

Ben-Gurion University researcher Dr. Christopher Arnusch is devel-
oping a new type of air filter that sterilizes and decontaminates.
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REALTOR CONT. FROM PG 13

4:20 I receive an offer on the property I listed the night before.  I 
inform the seller and decide to wait for the other showings to occur.  I 
do thank the agent for submitting the offer.

I finally see my computer.  My inbox states 175 new emails.  I have 
been able to respond to some of the emails during the day.  In about an 
hour I have reviewed the emails and responded to the ones I need to.

5:45 I call the client who just closed to make sure everything was 
successful.  Yes, I referred to him as “HOMEOWNER”.  I informed him 
that for a closing gift that I was donating a portion of my commission 
to the Children’s Miracle Network in his honor.  RE/MAX New England 
has now donated more than $175 million and that I am one of the only 
agents in the area that do this.

It is dinner time, and this is a special one.  My boys have made a 
special creation that was delicious.  I enjoy this time of day as the best 
part of the day.

It is now a little after 7pm and I continue to follow up with people 
to see what properties hit the market today.  I touch base with those 
clients to see if they want to see the new listings.

As you can see, I live and breathe real estate.  I treat my clients as 
my friends.  Just because the closing has occurred, you cannot get rid 
of me as I stay in contact.  I always tell people to contact me whenever 
they need something as I maintain a full network of people for you.  
I know I am doing something right by the number of holiday cards I 
receive from my clients.

Time for bed!
Please remember you can search for homes at www.CallThe-

HouseMan.com. Do you have a question about real estate? Advice/re-
sponses will be made by: Geoff Hausmann, RE/MAX on the Bay, 860-443-
4400, Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com

end of the Civil 
War brought 
black men the 
right to vote - 
but left women 
out. 

 By the end 
of the 19th cen-
tury, although 
some individ-
ual states had 
granted women 
the right to 
vote, the first 
generation of 
suffragists had 
failed.

 In the 20th 
century, lead-
ership of the 
m o v e m e n t 
passed to sev-
eral organiza-
tions. Some 
practiced moderation and work-
ing within the system and others 
believed that only militancy and 
active protest would succeed. 
Alice Paul brought movement 
skills for lobbying, marching, and 
protesting to the cause. By 1913, 
demonstrations and protests in 
D.C., at the White House, in Con-
gress and around the country 
saw marches, arrests, and police 
brutality against the movement. 
It was a sight to see - thousands 
upon thousands of women in 
their white dresses - with purple 
adornments, marching on Fifth 
Avenue and to the White House 
and Congress. Together with the 
moderate suffragists led by Car-
rie Chapman Catt, the forces of 
history were aligning for success. 
The immigration of millions of 
new American women who en-
tered the industrial labor force 
and women moving into educa-
tion and other public spheres 
were factors that led to the 1920 
vote.

Jewish women made history 
in the movement. Ernestine Rose, 
a 19th century rabbi’s daughter 
from Poland reinvented herself 
as an American atheist and free-
thinker and was a colleague of 
Susan B. Anthony. Anita Pollitzer 
worked alongside Alice Paul, 
picketed President Woodrow 
Wilson at the White House for 
days on end and was eventually 
dragged off by the police. 

In 1918, Hadassah sent a tele-
gram to President Wilson urging 
him to support the women’s vote. 
Until then, he had been opposed 
to a Constitutional Amendment 
but supported individual states 

granting voting rights to women. When he finally came out in support, 
the 19th Amendment was on its way to ratification. The Amendment 
read:

“The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied 
or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex.”

After the U.S. House of Representatives and Senate had passed 
the amendment, 36 states were needed for final ratification for the 
amendment to become law.

By August 18, 1920, 35 states had ratified the amendment by pas-
sage in their state legislatures. Connecticut had an opportunity to be 
the 36th state to carry the amendment over the top. However, the CT 
governor declined to call a special session of the legislature for that 
purpose - and in the end, CT passed the amendment only after it was 
finally ratified. How Tennessee became the 36th State for Ratification 
on August 18, 1920 is a wonderful tale for the history books. 

The city of Nashville, Tennessee was awash with suffragists and 
their opponents lobbying for and against the amendment. Opponents 
wore red roses and pro-amendment supporters wore yellow roses. Af-
ter weeks of intense lobbying and debate within the Tennessee House 
of Representatives, a motion to table the amendment was defeated 
with a 48-48 tie. The Speaker called the measure to a ratification vote. 
The many suffragists who had packed into the Capitol with their yel-
low roses, sashes and signs felt certain that the roll call would main-
tain the deadlock and they would lose. But that morning, a 24-year-old 
legislator - Harry Burn - who 2 years earlier had become the young-
est member of the Tennessee legislature, received a letter from his 
mother, Phoebe Ensminger Burn. Harry was wearing a red rose and 
was expected to vote against the amendment. His mother’s note ended 
with: “Be a good boy and help Mrs. Catt put the “rat” in ratification.” Still 
sporting his red boutonniere but clutching his mother’s letter, Burn 
said “Aye” so quickly it took a few moments to register, and then all hell 
broke out in the chamber. The next day, facing the ire of the opponents, 
he explained his vote: “I know we had a moral and legal right to ratify. I 
know that a mother’s advice is always safest for her boy to follow.”

One hundred years later, the fight for women’s representation in 
government and all levels of American society still continues. The fight 
against sexism, violence against women and the horror of human traf-
ficking and exploitation still continues. The Equal Rights Amendment 
which was initiated right after ratification has yet to be passed. While 
many other nations have seen women elected to the highest offices, 
America has still not had a woman president or an equal number in 
Congress and state legislatures. We owe a debt of gratitude and re-
membrance to the fighters in the movement who were pioneers of 
their time and gave us the building blocks on which to stand to fight 
in the future. Tell your daughters and granddaughters the story of the 
fight and VOTE, VOTE, VOTE.

WOMEN CONT. FROM PG 3

Almost 5000 women (and a few men) rallied on the East Steps of the Capitol Building 
in Washington, D.C. in 1914.

pantry which has been easy to follow. During the morning, people 
call the office and Mimi records their names and family size. Al-
though many people are already in the Federation’s Food Pantry 
system, many others have never needed food assistance before 
and are first time callers. No one is turned away; everyone who 
calls in is eligible to receive groceries once a week. (As you’ve 
probably already read, the demand has risen five-fold with the 
advent of COVID-19). 

After their names and family size are collected, a post-it 
note with their information is passed onto me in the conference 
room which has been transformed into Food Pantry Central. 
Most but not all of the food comes from Gemma Moran, the 
United Way’s local Food Center.  

Every week, Jennifer makes up a shopping list and heads off 
to Gemma Moran to pick up our order. Generous donors also 
contribute to the pantry and some food is purchased directly 
by the Federation at local supermarkets. Your donations to the 
JFEC Relief and Recovery Fund are being put to good use.  

The bags are packed with cans of sauce, veggies, fruit, and 
soup. There’s also pasta, side dishes, tuna, juice, cereal, meat 
and lets not forget a snack or two. If there is a supply of bread, 
eggs, or fresh fruit or veggies at Gemma Moran they are also 
included.  

Between 1pm and 2pm each day, people who have request-
ed food that day, drive into the Federation’s back parking lot 
and give Mimi another call. Grocery bags with their names are 
put onto the back porch for pick up.  

People are so appreciative of our help. In the last few 
months, I’ve come to recognize so many of the names of the 
families that call in every week without fail. Our small Federa-
tion is making a big difference to so many families in this time 
of extraordinary need. I am proud to be a small part of the 
Federation’s efforts as a caring community partner.” 

     Barbara Sahagan
Thank you for your service, Barbara!
If you are interested in volunteering for your Federation, contact 

mimi@jfec.com. We can use help with the food bank, campaign, and 
senior outreach services.

VOLUNTEERING CONT. FROM PG 1

http://www.CallTheHouseMan.com
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Memorial

Bertram Korn, 64 
Former editor of  

Philadelphia Jewish Exponent
By Ben Harris, JTA

Bertram Korn, the for-
mer editor of the Phila-
delphia Jewish Exponent 
and longtime Jewish ac-
tivist, died in July 5 from 
COVID-19. He was 64.

Known to his friends 
as Buddy, Korn served 
as executive editor of the 
Exponent from 1994 to 

1997 and was involved in establish-
ing the Philadelphia branch of the 
media watchdog group CAMERA.

The son of a historian and Re-
form rabbi, Bertram Korn, Sr., the 
younger Korn grew to embrace Orthodox Judaism and conservative 
politics in adulthood, founding Jews for Sarah to support 2008 Repub-
lican vice presidential nominee Sarah Palin and hosting a radio show 
on a conservative talk radio station in Philadelphia.

“Buddy taught many of us that Jewish journalism was a cause and 
a calling — and challenged us to make it something to be proud of,” 
Ami Eden, CEO of JTA’s parent company 70 Faces Media, who worked 
under Korn at the Exponent, told the newspaper. “He combined this 
belief with a childlike tendency to dream big, with no worry about 
limitations or failures. And if you were willing to take the leap with 
him, he would return the favor with friendship, mentorship and an un-
compromising belief in your ability to soar.”

Born in 1955, Korn was active in left-wing politics in his youth. His 
father led Congregation Keneseth Israel, a prominent Reform syna-
gogue in Elkins Park, Pennsylvania, and authored more than a dozen 
books. His mother was the daughter of Emanuel Rosenfeld, one of the 
founders of the auto retailer Pep Boys.

“What he was prouder of than his community leadership work, 
however, was his family and, especially, his children,” said Moshe Phil-
ips, who worked with Korn at CAMERA and in his media work. “Two 
of his sons volunteered for IDF service and the link through shared 
military service this formed for Buddy’s sons to his own father, who 
was the first Jewish chaplain to earn flag rank in American history, was 
something he had often shared with me.”

Korn is survived by wife, Nava; children Emanuel, Avichai, Ne-
chama and Eliyahu; sister Judy Korn; and one grandchild.

Bertram Korn died on July 
5 from COVID-19. (Courtesy 
photo)

BY JTA Staff
It took 50 years for David Galante to begin talking about his experi-

ence at Auschwitz.
Born to a Sephardic family in Rhodes in 1925, Galante studied in a 

Jewish school as a child, learning Italian, French and Hebrew. He was a 
teenager when he arrived at Auschwitz in the summer of 1944. When 
he was liberated a year later, he weighed just 83 pounds and had the 
number B 7328 tattooed on his arm.

“The Russian soldiers, especially female soldiers, cried their eyes 
out and some of them vomited when entering and saw,” he recalled in 
an interview.

Galante died at 94 on July 27 from COVID-19 in Buenos Aires. He 
had arrived in Argentina in 1948 with his brother Moshe, the only 
survivors of their family and two of the 151 Jews from Rhodes who 
survived the war.

In Argentina, Galante married and had two children, Sandra and 
Ezequiel, but he remained silent about his wartime experience for de-
cades.

“It was painful, embarrassing to tell all the horror we had to en-
dure,” he said later.

It would take roughly a half-century before Galante began to talk 
about what he had witnessed. In interviews, he would describe how 
the Nazis disembarked on Rhodes and put the vast majority of Jews on 
boats for the long trip to Athens, and then on to trains for Auschwitz. 
Describing his wartime experiences, “the wounds began to heal in a 
slow way,” he would often say.

Galante became an active member of the Holocaust Museum of 
Buenos Aires, giving speeches in schools, public interviews, and also 

David Galante, 94 
Auschwitz survivor who taught about 
the Holocaust after a 50-year silence

writing a book of his memories. 
He said that he felt that his real 
liberation began when he started 
to speak out.

In a video made by the Holo-
caust Museum of Buenos Aires, 
his wife Raquel said that she 
slowly persuaded him to bring 
all the truth, pain and horror out. 
His daughter Sandra made a brief 
appearance saying, “I want to 
make a wish for my father … that 
life doesn’t make him suffer any-
more, give him a break.”

Galante was buried on July 28 
in the main Jewish cemetery of 
Argentina, in the La Tablada area 
of Buenos Aires. The funeral was 
broadcast online to friends and 
relatives.

By Penny Schwartz, JTA
When it came to chanting Torah, Rabbi Ezekiel Musleah was in a 

class by himself.
As a child of ten, Musleah lost his mother. Two years later, partly as 

a way to console himself, Musleah dedicated himself to a meticulous 
three-year undertaking to learn to chant the entire Torah. There was 
no turning back.

For nearly 70 years, until his death on July 14 of COVID-19 at the 
age of 92, Musleah enthralled congregants at four synagogues on two 
continents, bringing the expertise of a scholar and the dramatic flair of 
a storyteller to his reading of Torah.

“His Torah reading was masterful,” recalled his daughter, Rahel 
Musleah. “Every letter, every vowel, every trope was resonant and full 
of his understanding of the text.”

Musleah was born in 1927, in Kolkata, India. His tight-knit extend-
ed family traced its lineage to 17th-century Baghdad, a heritage that 
remained a source of pride throughout his life.

His journey to the rabbinate was propelled by the encouragement 
of a Jewish chaplain in the U.S. Army who was stationed in India. At age 
20, Musleah enrolled at the Jewish Theological Seminary in New York, 
where he learned the Ashkenazi style of Torah reading. He returned 
to Kolkata in 1952, becoming the Jewish community’s first Western-
trained rabbi.

In 1964, he and his wife, Margaret, and their three young daughters 
moved to Philadelphia, where he served for 15 years as rabbi at the 
city’s historic Mikveh Israel synagogue. He also led Congregation B’nai 
Abraham Synagogue and served on the Conservative movement’s local 
and national rabbinic court.

For the last 30 years, Musleah was the weekly Torah reader at Tem-
ple Beth Zion-Beth Israel in Philadelphia. Congregants noted that he 
and Margaret were inseparable. When she was 65, he taught her to 
read Torah.

‘When Rabbi Musleah read Torah in the synagogue, it was the voice 
of God,” Adam Laver, a lawyer who began studying with the rabbi as 

Rabbi Ezekiel Musleah, 92  
Captivating reader of Torah

a teenager, told the Philadelphia 
Jewish Exponent.

Musleah was beloved by his 
family for his mischievous streak, 
his love of baseball and a lifelong 
fondness for backgammon. Chil-
dren and grandchildren all noted 
his gift for telling a good joke and 
story.

“His storytelling was a beau-
tiful art, consisting of so many 
intricate details, similar to the 
strokes of a paintbrush on can-
vas,” his granddaughter Penina 
Polofsky recalled.

Musleah is survived by his 
wife, Margaret; daughters Flora, 
Rahel and Aliza; a sister, Ruby 
Mordecai; eight grandchildren 
and six great-grandchildren.

Rabbi Ezekiel Musleah died of CO-
VID-19 on July 14, 2020.

Make checks payable to ‘JFEC’ and remit to 28 Channing 
St., New London, CT 06320. Reference CRR on memo line. 
Donations made to this fund help support the Federa-
tion’s food pantry and asssisting clients in a crisis situation 
brought on by COVID. You may also make a donation via 
the Federation’s website -- JFEC.com.
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Aspects of regular life are proceeding apace even during this chal-
lenging period, and life on Ahad Ha’am Street in Herzliya is about to 
change significantly: My 21-month-old grandson Noam is moving to a 
different apartment a few blocks north. Though my walk to see Noam 
will now take me fourteen minutes instead of two, I am thankful—and 
happy to mark the occasion with this column on grandparenting--that 
my son Nathan and his wife Avia are moving out of a rental and into 
their very own home. 

***

Because Israel is such a small country, when your children leave 
home, they are typically within a two-hour drive from you. Adult chil-
dren thus return home frequently for a Shabbat meal and for holidays. 
When your children marry and start to have children of their own, 
they come over even more frequently and rely upon you to pitch in 
with childcare. Ideally, there is a symmetry to all of this: your parents 
helped you with your children, and in turn, you help your own children 
with their young children. Except that in America where we lived for 
the first decade of our parenting (half in Atlanta and half in Miami), we 
were not a car-ride away from our parents (in Omaha and in Brooklyn) 
but a plane-ride away. Not that Sarah and I begrudge our children, but 
we just want to set the record straight: Unlike young married Israeli 
couples, Sarah and I were on our own from the get-go, and so we are 
giving much much more to our adult children (by way of TLC both for 
them and for our grandchildren) than we received from our own par-
ents. 

The Israeli economy indeed seems to rely on grandparents. Early 

childhood programming as well 
as grade school after-care typi-
cally ends at 4:00, at which point 
a parent has to take over—or a 
grandparent (usually, the savta, 
grandmother). Grandparents in 
Israel sometimes assume huge 
caregiving roles. Givat Ze’ev, 
where we used to live, had many 
examples of this. Some grand-
parents would begin each day 
by going to their adult child’s 
home and taking charge of their 
grandchildren’s early-morning 
routine (which could include 
dressing, feeding, and then tak-
ing to school). One woman, who 
had several married children 
living in the town, ran her own 
“gan” just for her grandchildren. 
And on the block where I used 
to live, my neighbor provided 
a daily hot lunch for her Givat 
Ze’ev grandchildren when they 
finished school (around 1:00 
p.m.). The children would then 
do their homework, play, and go 

to and from afternoon activities until a par-
ent returned in the evening. These are seri-
ous commitments. I once asked my neighbor 
what would happen if she could not be there 
for her grandchildren on a certain day. She 
told me that it would be her responsibility to 
find a replacement--usually, the other grand-
mother. 

Thankfully, Sarah and I have not been 
called upon to make a job of our grandpar-
enting. We kind of feel that that’s the beauty of being a grandparent: 
you can pick and choose. (For example, I like to give my two grandsons 
baths, but they do not like to have their hair washed. As a parent, you 
wash your kid’s hair whether they cry or not, but as a grandparent, I 
can say: You know what? If the kid cries when I wash his hair, I am not 
going to wash his hair.) As grandparents who live close to their grand-
children, we can drop in and out of their lives at our convenience. Re-
warding though it is, parenting is a job; ideally, grandparenting is pure 
joy. 

Israel is a society where it is often the case that grandparents live 
close enough to be in daily contact with at least one set of grandchil-
dren. This is a value of the culture here--partially due to economic ne-
cessity, but also because of an appreciation that daily contact fosters 
deep human relationship. Last October, after 22 years in Givat Ze’ev, 
we left all of our friends and moved to Herzliya in order to live near 
Noam. Has the frequent contact with Noam been as rewarding as we 
had anticipated? Even more so.

tarian regime my family fled more than 40 years ago than the country 
I have devoted my life to serving.”

Vindman, who came to the United States with his twin brother and 
father from Ukraine in 1979, decried what he called Trump’s “efforts 
to undermine the very foundations of our democracy.”

He said that even though he is retiring from the Army, he will con-
tinue to defend the United States, writing that “I will speak about the 
attacks on our national security.”

Vindman reiterated that last month he “made the difficult decision 
to retire because a campaign of bullying, intimidation and retaliation 
by President Trump and his allies forever limited the progression of 
my military career.” He had been set to be promoted to colonel, but 
learned that Trump planned to block his promotion.

Vindman testified in November before the House Intelligence Com-
mittee hearing on Trump’s impeachment about a July 2019 phone call 
between the president and his Ukrainian counterpart, Volodymyr Zel-
ensky, during which Trump repeatedly pressured Zelensky to launch 
politically motivated investigations that would help Trump’s 2020 
campaign. Vindman was listening in on the call in his official capacity 
with the National Security Council.

ALEXANDER CONT. FROM PG 1

Black Lives” composed by the 
Jewish Multiracial Network.

Although Tishah B’Av is a 
mournful holiday, it was difficult 
not to feel a little joy. For many 
of us, it was our first-time seeing 
Rabbi Kideckel and a pleasure 
to welcome him to the Eastern 
Connecticut community. And 
the mere fact of our gathering 
together from our different con-
gregations and different ways 
of viewing Judaism, spending 
time with each other in spite of 
the pandemic, was itself a small 
piece of the healing needed in 
the world whose brokenness we 
gathered to mourn.

TISHA CONT. FROM PG 1

Sterilizing air filters
A new type of air-filter that self-sterilizes and decontaminates is 

being developed at Ben-Gurion University of the Negev Israel based 
on water filtration technologies.

The new nanotechnology is derived from laser-induced graphene 
(LIG) water filters that eliminate viruses and bacteria in water.

This new concept, re-engineered for air-filtration, could be used 
in heating, ventilation, and air-conditioning (HVAC) systems or inte-
grated into facemasks for a self-sterilizing effect.

LIG is resistant to bacteria and actively kills microbes and viruses 
using a low-level electric current from a power source. The research-
ers explain it’s a two-fold protective system.

“The bacterial-resistant graphene surface protects against mi-
croorganisms so they can’t multiply, while the microbes trapped in 
the filter are eliminated by the electric current,” says inventor Chris 
Arnusch, senior lecturer and researcher at BGU’s Zuckerberg Insti-

tute for Water Research, part of 
the Jacob Blaustein Institutes for 
Desert Research.

“Thus, an LIG air filter has the 
potential to be combined with 
state-of-the-art air filtration such 
as HEPA filters. The filters could 
add an active layer of protection, 
as well as prolong the lifetime of 
the expensive HEPA technology. 
As a result, hospitals, cars, build-
ings and public transport could 
all become safer spaces,” said Ar-
nusch.

Supported by the BGU Coro-
navirus Task Force, Arnusch and 
immunology experts are testing 
the air filters against viruses.

ISRAELI CONT. FROM PG 12
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Karen Bloustine In memory of parents, grandparents; Karen’s sister Kathy and cousin Freya
Estelle Bogdonoff In honor of Harriet Bogdonoff
Gay Clarkson In memory of Susan Fenster
Carol Curland In honor of Sheila Horvitz and all her work for Hadassah
Drs Judith & Stuart Deglin In loving memory of their children Samantha Ann & Randy Eli

and beloved parents Charlotte & Kurt Hopfer
Abby Dolliver In memory of Pauline & Stanley Israelite
Elizabeth Drobiarz In memory of Sophie Drobiarz
Sheila Einhorn In honor of Brooke Einhorn graduating high school

and Peyton Einhorn graduating 8th grade
In memory of my moms, Beatrice Einhorn & Clara Sherman

Roz Etra In loving memory of beloved mother Eva Himmelstein
Stacy & Allison Gould In honor of Carol Curland

In loving memory of Janice L. Brauman, Lillian Goodman, Esther A. Brauman, Sarah Deutsch, 
Anna Lazaroff, Bessie Atlas &  Elke Blauzvern, Ellen Blinderman, Phyllis Soloff, Cindy Hellman

Jeanne Morascini In honor of Carol Kraus; in memory of Marianne Morascini
Phyllis Nollman In honor of our children

In memory of our parents: Thelma & Max Fox, Al & Pauline Nollman
Sarah Rogovin In loving memory of my beloved parents, Samuel & Mary Rose Rogovin
Robert, Judith, David & James Strick In loving memory of beloved parents and grandparents: Jerome Zaretsky, Pearl Zaretsky, Irving Strick, Frances Strick 
Charles Yaffa & the Segal family: In loving memory of Joan Segal and Sylvia Yaffa, beloved wives, mothers, grandmothers, and great-grandmother
Howard, Lori, Adam, Sadelle, Hannah & Julia

To all of our members, associates, and friends: 
TODAH RABAH from Eastern CT Hadassah!

In this most unusual time, we could not be together in person at our annual Donor Gala. Nonetheless, so 
many of you showed up with your donations and good wishes, joining in spirit to support Hadassah and its 
important healing work. With your help, we have raised over $16,000 thus far. Thank you!

Keeper of the Gate 
($1000)

Karen Bloustine  
Carol Curland  
Kim Fischburg
Roz Plotkin

Builder of Future 
($500)

Jane Katzoff

Chaverim($250) 
Linda Agranovitch 
Fran Salsburg  
Judy Strick
 
Chai Society ($180)

Sheila Amdur  
Judy Brown
Judi Deglin  
Sheila Einhorn 
Roz Etra  
Stacy Gould  
Pepi Green  
Sheila Horvitz  
Marian Silverstein  
Shelley Weiss

Thoughtful 
Contributions

Gail Boms
Linda Cohen
Carin Linden
Terry Zeigler

Associates
Mark Block
Stanley Bloustine
Marc Bokoff
Steve Bokoff
Scott Camassar
Joel Etra
Kenn Fischburg*     
(Keeper of the Gate)
Mike Gere
Michael Goldblatt
Steve Green
Jeffrey Hertz
Victor Horvitz

Associates (cont’d)
David Kalla
Norm Katzoff
Jay Levin
Danny Malchman
Aaron Rosenberg
Al Ruditzky
Bart Sayet
Howard Segal
Michael Seroussi
Bob Strick
Nate Weiss
Joel Zuckerbraun

Diamond ($100)
Florence Betten 
Jamie Block 
Estelle Bogdonoff 
Cathy Bokoff 
Elizabeth Drobiarz 
Sandra Epstein 
Irene Finkelstein 
Joanne Friedman 
Judith Glickstein 
Donna Goldman 
Rita Hendel 
Linda Hershman 
Jane Kierstein 
Dana Kline 
Jeanne Morascini 
Lois Panikoff
Faye Ringel
Karen Rosenberg 
Irene Schienberg 
Gaby Schlesinger 
Cheryl Schwartz 
Vicki Seroussi
Jessica Tripicco 
Barbara Wolfe

Sapphire ($75)
Abby Dolliver
Wendy Ladd

Ruby ($54)
Karla Bendor
Gay Clarkson
Fay Clymer
Anne Flammang
Ann Gordon
Goldie Liverant
Elaine Malchman
Sue Miller
Selma Nirenstein
Phyllis Nollman
Gail Navick
Sheri Pascal
Marcia Reinhard
Sarah Rogovin
Carole Sandrew
Corrine Weber
Gail Weber


