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Make this Festival of Lights one that brings relief to those living in 
fear, sustenance to those living with hunger, and hope to those most 
affected by the ongoing pandemic and economic recession. 

Are you thinking about your yearend strategies for charitable giv-
ing? Please consider the Jewish Federation of Eastern Connecticut.

While charitable donations by 
check or cash are the most com-
mon, giving long-term appreciated 
securities may have attractive tax 
benefits. During the holiday sea-
son, many people look for ways to 
combine their desire to help the 
causes they believe-in, including 
COVID-19 pandemic relief efforts - 
with their desire to save on taxes. 
A qualified charitable distribution 
(QCD) from an IRA can be used to 
satisfy your required minimum 
distribution (RMD).*

As you light the Chanukah menorah beginning on December 10 and 
watch the flames grow brighter every evening, may it serve to remind 

Add your light this Chanukah

Join in a community Chanukiah lighting on Zoom each night of 
Chanukah at 6 PM (except Friday which will be at 4 PM). Each night 
representatives from one of eight community groups will host a Zoom 
community gathering. Have your Chanukiah ready to join spreading 
the light of our tradition. The host for each evening will lead in the 
blessings, candle lighting and a short kavanah. Visit the JFEC commu-
nity calendar www.JFEC.com or www.tewaterford.org for links to 
the Zoom meetings.

Hosts each night (6 PM) are as follows:
1. Thursday, December 10 – Congregation Beth El, 
2. Friday, December 11 – Congregation Beth Jacob (4PM), 
3. Saturday, December 12 – Temple Emanu-El, 
4. Sunday, December 13 – Congregation Ahavath Achim, 
5. Monday, December 14 – JCHS and Yachad BBYO, 
6. Tuesday, December 15 – Connecticut College Hillel, 
7. Wednesday, December 16 – Temple Bnai Israel, 
8. Thursday, December 17 – Hadassah.  

Share the Chanukah lights of hope and peace shining in your home 
all across our region. Let’s light up the night together.

Light up the night  
beginning Dec. 10

you of the light you provide with 
your gift to the Jewish Federation 
of Eastern CT and the impact you 
make to the lives of your extend-
ed family.

Thank you for your compas-
sion and generosity. May you 
and your family enjoy a safe and 
meaningful Chanukah.

Make your check payable to 
‘JFEC’ and remit to 28 Channing 
St., New London, CT 06320 or pay 
online at ww.JFEC.com.

*Source: https://www.fidel-
ity.com/viewpoints/personal-
finance/charitable-tax-strategies. 
For personal tax information, 
please consult a licensed profes-
sional.

The Campus committee met Wednesday evening, Nov. 18 and de-
cided to hire The MTD Architectural firm from Boston for phase one, 
the discovery process. This phase will help lead the way to a facility 
that will become a vital part of the Eastern Ct Jewish community.

The committee reviewed two companies, side by side. They asked 
and answered the questions: which company has the best resume for 
designing complex facilities and do we really know what kind of facil-
ity we need? The committee agreed that working with an architect will 
help discover the correct style and sized facility to meet our needs.

The architect was hired for phase one which is to discover the 
scope of work needed. The goal of this initial phase is to get input di-
rectly from those people involved with running the operations. Their 
input will help to design the correct facility to accommodate a growing 
and vital Jewish community.

The motion to initiate phase one was approved enthusiastically 
and unanimously 10-0. Initial steps will start this coming month.

Campus Committee  
hires architect

By Marcia Reinhard, JFEC Ass’t Director
As we enter our seventh edition of “Where Are They Now?” I am 

reflecting on this year with Shahar and Oren a little differently than 
those that came before. Just like all the previous emissaries, I met Sha-
har and Oren at SSA and got to know them through my work there 
as the Music Teacher. Then, in December 
2007, Jerry hired me to take over the role 
of Young Emissary Coordinator and Youth 
Director to begin in January 2008. In the 
first four months that I’d gotten to know 
Oren and Shahar, I found them to be en-
gaging, fun, smart, great with the kids and 
all-around terrific emissaries. However, 
when I spoke with them through those first 
months, and observed them working to-
gether, it was clear they were struggling to 
get along. This is not unusual in the life of 
an emissary, especially in the early months. 
Shahar’s article will take you through that 
journey, briefly, and you’ll find out how 
things worked out for them. 

As the year went on, something that 
Oren really wanted to bring to our com-
munity was the Afula Youth Orchestra as 
he had played drums in the orchestra during his high school years and 
knew they toured the states. Oren encouraged me to do what I could to 
bring them to our community. We connected with the Afula Orchestra 
staff who also connected with the other SNEC communities. We were 
going to make it work. We had to host 70+ teens and adults in our com-
munity. Not an easy task, but as usual, our community came through 
enthusiastically. One of my fondest memories with Oren was the two 
of us working late into the night figuring out which students would be 
with which families. Since Oren knew many of the students and was 
getting to know our community which I already knew really well, we 
were confident we could match the teens and the families together. For 
those of you who remember our first visit by the orchestra, it was a 

A year of growth, change and learning
HUGE success! It was because of 
that visit that we had them return 
two more times with the Sh’rey 
Afula Singers.

As we moved into spring, 

I was busy preparing for Arts 
Night at Schechter. This was the 
year we were doing a show called 
“The Best Little Theatre in Town.” 
Everyone from the students to 
the staff was excited about this 
show. One of my fondest memo-
ries with Shahar was working 
with her “behind the scenes” and 
what a big help she was in carry-

Shahar and Oren at the end of their year with us in 2008.

http://www.JFEC.com
http://www.tewaterford.org
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Since 1946 

Energy Saving Windows & Doors! 
ORDER FACTORY DIRECT! 
Vinyl Replacement & New Construction Windows 
Storm Windows & Commercial Aluminum 
Professional Installation Available 

 

~ Duralite warm edge spacer stays warmer and keeps you cozy. 
            ~ When you’re cozy you save energy and money! 
   ~ Saving energy is also good for the environment.  
                ~ Stay comfortable and keep moisture out. 
         ~ Duralite glass space is the best in the  
                                                          industry! 

860.848.9258 
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 
www.alltimemfg.com 

TVCCA’s Retired and Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) is conduct-
ing its 25th Annual Winter Boot Drive to provide children in the region 
with a pair of warm winter boots in time for the holidays. Thanks to 
donors like you, last year, we delivered boots to 1,100 low-income chil-
dren ranging from preschool through elementary school.

Requests for boots from schools, childcare centers, and town so-
cial service departments grow every year. Thanks to your support, we 
have been able to meet those requests and are counting on you again 
this year! Thank you for your support.

For more information and a donor pledge form: Georgia James, 
RSVP Coordinator at 860-425-6608 / gjames@tvcca.org

Donations of new boots or checks accepted through Mid-Decem-
ber. Checks should be made payable to TVCCA-RSVP and mailed to 83 
Huntington St., New London, CT  06320.

Needed: Boots for this winter

By Edgar Asher, Ashernet
Israel has been particularly 

lucky with most of its choices of 
President. The present incum-
bent, Reuven Rivlin, will be as 
they say, a hard act to follow. 

Next year, according to the 
presidential protocols, President 
Rivlin will be required to stand 
down after having served a single 
seven-year term as Israel’s presi-
dent. During his period in office 
Reuven Rivlin has been a voice 
of moderation and good sense in 
a period of political uncertainty. 
Even though the presidency has 
limited power, President Rivlin has maintained the respect of all Is-
raelis at a time when politicians have lost the trust of those who voted 
them into the Knesset. There is an irony in this fact because Israel’s 
presidents are elected by Members of Knesset to serve single seven-
year terms in office.

It is said that the Israeli presidency is only ceremonial, exhibiting 
no real power. However, this seems not to be so. In President Rivlin’s 
case, over his seven-year period in office he has been the voice of the 
people in a period when politicians of most parties are not trusted 
by the electorate, and whose main concern seems to be one of self-

A hard act  
to follow

President Reuven Rivlin accepting the credentials of the new Nor-
wegian Ambassador to Israel, Karen Reider Aast. 

President Reuven Rivlin visiting the Sion Medical plant in Sderot 
which manufactures, among other things, high quality medical 
masks against covid-19. 

interest.
The election for President is 

conducted in the Knesset, with 
each MK receiving one vote. The 
election is conducted in a two-
round system. If a candidate does 
not receive a majority in the first 
round, a runoff is conducted. The 
ballots are always kept secret. 
Nine people have served as Presi-
dent of Israel, four of whom have 
served two consecutive terms 
and one, Yitzhak Ben-Zvi, has 
served three consecutive terms. 

The president’s main role fol-
lowing legislative elections, is to 
meet the leaders of each party to 
discuss nominations for prime 
minister, and gives a mandate 
to try and form a government to 
the candidate they consider most 
likely to be successful. President 
Rivlin himself was no stranger 
to parliamentary protocol, hav-
ing been the Knesset Speaker in 
2003 to 2006 and again in 2009 
to 2013. © ASHERNET
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Hadassah of Eastern CT 
gratefully appreciates that our supporters donated $4716 to our 

"Wear Pink" 2020 campaign.
Funds will be directed to the Marlene Greenbaum Multidisciplinary Breast Center 

at Hadassah Hospital to be used for prevention, treatment, and research.
Todah rabah to all for your generosity!
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As part of their annual Community Service Day, 
students at Solomon Schechter Academy decided to 
do their part to help as the country fights the COV-
ID-19 pandemic. On the morning of Wednesday No-
vember 25, students participated in a walk-a-thon at 

Solomon Schechter students give back
Harkness Memorial State Park to raise money for 
this cause. 

Their first project included making activity bags 
for young children that are quarantining at home. 
These activity bags include a beach ball with 10 
games created by Schechter students. Each bag 
also has directions and supplies to make a stress 
ball and a delicious no-bake dessert. Materials for 
a creative craft and a gift card for shopping are also 
included. 

In addition, Schechter students, families, and 
staff together donated items to create beautiful 
gift baskets for a nurse practioner and doctor that 
work in the COVID wing at Lawrence & Memorial 
Hospital. After their walk-a-thon at Harkness, stu-
dents honored these front line workers with a song 
they wrote themselves.

Solomon Schechter students are doing their 
part to make a difference during this pandemic.

By Gabe Friedman, JTA
Israeli gymnast Linoy Ashram won a gold medal in the individual 

rhythmic category at the European Championships on Sunday, becom-
ing the first athlete to win the prize in decades who was not from a 
former Soviet country or Bulgaria.

Ashram edged out Alina Harnasko of Bulgaria in a nearly unprec-
edentedly close tiebreaker.

Israel also won the group rhythmic gymnastics gold at the competi-
tion in Kyiv, Ukraine. Several highly rated teams from Russia, Bulgaria 
and Italy did not participate this year due to the logistical complica-
tions of the coronavirus pandemic.

Ashram, a 21-year-old Israeli defense forces veteran born to Mizra-
hi and Sephardic parents, will represent Israel at the Tokyo Olympics, 
which has been rescheduled to summer 2021.

Israeli gymnast wins gold at 
European championships

Israeli gymnast Linoy Ashram competes at the European Rhythmic 
Gymnastics Championships in Kyiv, Nov. 29, 2020. (Sergei Supinsky/
AFP via Getty Images)
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Unique local gifts 
for everyone on your list!
The Day’s heirloom quality, hardcover pictorial coffee-table books

Order online securely
at theday.com/books

Purchase Today!

Titles available while supplies last.
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*While Social Distancing*

We wish you a Safe,
Happy and Healthy

Hanukkah 

By Jack Haynes
The weekend of Nov. 13-15, 

eight teens from our youth group 
participated in our Connecticut 
Valley Region Fall Convention. Due 
to Covid, it was mostly virtual but partly in-person. On Friday, our 
chapter was supposed to meet in-person, socially distanced at Bayla 
McCaffrey’s backyard but the weather put the kibosh on that.  Our CVR 
Regional staff acted quickly and turned our in-person event into a vir-
tual one.  It was a lot of fun and very engaging.  Saturday had been 
planned virtually so there was nothing to change and the teens had 
a great time. On Sunday, the BBG and AZA (girls and boys) business 
meetings were virtual from 10am-11:30am.  Then from noon till 2pm, 
our chapter gathered, socially distanced, at Marcia Reinhard’s house 
to work on our community service project.  We wrote Thanksgiving 
wishes for people at the New London Soup Kitchen and Simone Le-
rner delivered them at the end of last week so they would be there in 
time for the Thanksgiving food baskets.. 

Additionally we have welcomed two new members into our chap-
ter: Ryan Novick and Spencer Haynes. We are thrilled they have of-
ficially joined our chapter and look forward to many fun events, virtu-
ally or otherwise, with Ryan and Spencer in attendance.  

Our next chapter event will be a virtual Hanukkah program that 
we are still in the midst of planning.  Check the Jewish Leader details 
that will be forthcoming and the teens can watch their cell phones for 
text messages from our board.  Looking forward to seeing many teens 
at that event, even if it’s virtual.  We’ve gotten pretty good at creating 
engaging, virtual events.

Hope everyone had a Happy and very healthy Thanksgiving week-
end.

Yachad BBYO --  
the hybrid convention

By Tess Levy, Israel21c
Suicide takes one million lives 

worldwide every year and is the 
leading killer of people under the 
age of 24.

Following the tragic suicide of 
a 16-year-old Israeli boy, a group 
of Israeli researchers has devel-
oped new early-detection tools 
aimed at preventing suicide in 
at-risk populations.

The system combines ma-
chine learning and natural lan-
guage processing with theoreti-
cal and analytical tools from the 
realm of psychology and psychia-

try and uses layered neural networks.
The researchers analyzed more than 80,000 Facebook posts writ-

ten by adults in the United States, comparing their language usage pat-
terns with their scores on a wide range of psychological indices.

They discovered that people with real suicidal tendencies rarely 
use explicitly alarming words in their posts (such as “death,” “kill” 
or “suicide”). Instead, they use negative descriptive words (”bad,” 
“worst”), curse words (“f***ing,” “b**ch”), expressions of emotional 
distress (“sad,” “hurt,” “cry,” “mad”), and descriptions of negative phys-
iological states (“sick,” “pain,” “surgery,” “hospital”).

Preventing suicide is a complex challenge, as medical information 
related to mental health is protected by confidentiality protocols, and 
many at-risk people do not seek help. Prevention models were typi-
cally based on traditional statistical methods and provided relatively 
inaccurate predictions.

New method to predict 
who is at risk for suicide

Published in Scientific Re-
ports, the research was car-
ried out by Technion scientists 
Prof. Roi Reichart, an expert in 
natural language processing, 
PhD student Refael Tikochinski 
(computational psychology) and 
postdoctoral researcher Yaakov 
Ophir (clinical psychology, joint 
appointment with Hebrew Uni-
versity), along with Hebrew Uni-
versity scientists Prof. Christa As-
terhan (educational psychology) 
and Itay Sisso (cognition and big 
data).

“Detecting suicidal tendencies 
early enough requires interdisci-
plinary research that includes re-
searchers from different fields,” 
said Ophir.

“That is how this multi-uni-
versity and multi-disciplinary 
group was formed,”

“I believe that, at the end of 
the day, the breakthrough we 
achieved is capable of saving 
lives,” Ophir added.

“I hope that this research is a 
harbinger of hope in the field of 
mental health.”

Technion Prof. Roi Reichart, an 
expert in natural language pro-
cessing. 
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Artie
  Dean

Moishe Returns Part 3

Custom Tub & Shower
Enclosures

  • Design & Installation
  • All-Glass Enclosures

Expert Mirror Design &
Installation

  • Visit Our Showroom

151 Jefferson Avenue • New London, CT 06320
Phone (860) 442-0373 • Fax (860) 442-1356

SERVING SOUTHEASTERN CONNECTICUT
FOR OVER 60 YEARS

FULL  SERVICE  GLASS  SPECIALISTS

CO., INC
Ruby Glass

Continuing from Nov. 20, 2020 issue
Paulo and Sarah parked at the curb and honked twice. In a flash 

Moishe and Naomi slipped into the back seat. “I still can’t reach Jacob,” 
Moishe said. 

“I can’t reach Ben,” Paulo said. “And he’s never without his phone.”
“They could be anywhere,” Sarah said, her eyes moist. 
“Don’t worry, cara mia. We will find them,” Paulo said. “I’m sure 

they’ll be all right.”
Moishe and Paulo’s eyes met briefly, but Paulo glanced away, his 

lips pursed, his hands gripping the steering wheel as they moved into 
traffic and headed for Manhattan. 

***
The jeep crawled over the Manhattan Bridge, cars inching forward 

while a cold drizzle fell. As Paulo fumed, Moishe fumbled with the ra-
dio, searching in vain for news of accidents. Soon the source of the 
tie-up became evident. A line of pick-up trucks in the right lane was 
blocking traffic, American flags and “Stop the Steal,” signs prominently 
displayed.

One man wearing a confederate t-shirt glared at Moishe as they 
drew alongside, incensed at Paulo’s Israeli flag bumper sticker. He 
pointed to Paulo’s black hat, sneered at his orthodox garb. “Why don’t 
you go back to your own country.”

Moishe rolled down his window. Despite being in his sixties he 
somehow imagined protecting the family was his responsibility, re-
gardless of the cost. Naomi’s hand gripped his shoulder. “Don’t we 
have enough trouble,” she said under her breath. Moishe nodded. He 
pictured tearing off the man’s t-shirt and stuffing it into the man’s 
mouth.

Paulo, shook his head, his lips pursed. Then he turned to the win-
dow. “This is my country,” he mouthed, his eyes narrowed. “And in two 
months we’ll have a new President.”

The man in the pick-up truck extended a middle finger, then began 
to shout a slew of epithets. Then he tossed the contents of a cup of cof-
fee across the jeep’s front window, the scalding liquid steaming.

“Don’t do anything,” Sarah said, but she put a hand on the pistol 
under her coat. Paulo nodded. “In Italy we also had such people, dur-
ing the war. People did nothing. Sometimes you have to fight back.”  He 
chewed his lower lip, took a deep breath, and turned on the wipers, 
keeping his eyes on the road. For a moment he considered getting out 
of the car, his huge frame still capable of intimidating all but those with 
a weapon.

“Find the boys,” Moishe said. “Sarah’s right. Nothing else matters.”
The traffic eased. The jeep accelerated. Paulo glanced at the rear 

view mirror, the man in the pickup still yelling and waving his fist.
“Thank God for democracy,” Paulo muttered, taking a deep breath. 

And that seemed to end the confrontation until Paolo re-checked the 
rear view mirror, only to see the pick-up and two motorcycles pull out 
of the right hand lane and careen forward.

***
Meanwhile, Jacob and Ben considered making their escape, shiv-

ering in the stairwell while the Aryan Brotherhood of Bensonhurst 
scoured the street above.

“Maybe the cops will find us first,” Jacob said. He pictured his fa-
ther’s fury at their deception. I should never have let Ben talk me into 
this.

Ben shook his head. We’ll make a run for it. And do me a favor, take 
that damn thing off.”

Jacob hesitated. He’d been wearing a Jewish star daily ever since 
his Bar Mitzvah, thinking of becoming more observant. Now, despite 
the danger, the idea of hiding his identity set his teeth on edge. 

“You’re the one with the religious family. I’m leaving it on.”

“It’s your funeral if they catch 
us.”

Jacob pictured his parents 
wailing over his grave. “What if 
we get separated?” 

“I won’t let them harm a hair 
on your head,” Ben said, peering 
up the street. “This is on me.” He 
imagined Paulo’s face contorted 
by fury—his mother’s disap-
pointment as she clucked her 
tongue. “They’re still out there.”

“I’ve got an idea,” Jacob said. 
He cupped his hand to the side of 
his mouth and explained.

“Ridiculous…but inspired. Ok 
then, we go on three.”

They moved up the stairs ‘til 
they stood at street level. Jacob 
swallowed hard when he saw 
men with shaved heads on either 
end of the street. The sounds of 
mayhem still wafted from the 
park, police bullhorns in coun-
terpoint to the chants of protest-
ers. “One, two, three, four. We 
won’t take it anymore,” kept get-
ting louder, as a great throng was 
surging up 5th Avenue.

The boys waited, their hearts 
pounding. They crouched be-
hind a parked car. Ben took the 
dead phone from his pocket and 
waited.

Someone was beating a drum, 
a pounding rhythm nearing the 
corner. “Defund police,” people 
were shouting. “Avenge Injustice.” 

A police cruiser appeared at 
the opposite end of the street, its 
lights flashing, “Clear the street,” 
a bullhorn commanded, as the 
car inched forward.

The Aryan Brotherhood 
moved to the sidewalk. They 
laid their bats on the ground and 
nodded politely. “Yes, sir, we will 
disperse, absolutely,” Jacob heard 
one man saying. 

And then the cruiser was 
passing. “Wait for it,” Jacob said. 
“Now!”

Ben threw his phone, as one 
would a hand grenade—a high, 
arching lob landing with a metal-
lic thud on the driver’s side door. 
“Perfect,” Jacob muttered.

The police car stopped. Jacob 
was close enough to see the offi-
cers gesticulating to one another. 
“Yo, here we are, we did it.” Ben 
was shouting. “Nazis are after us,” 
Jacob added, waving his arms, 
screaming at the top of his lungs.

The driver rolled down his 
window. “Just kids,” Jacob heard 
one officer saying to the other. 
For a moment it apppeared the 
officers were getting out, but 
then fireworks sounded from the 
direction of the protesters.

“Go, go, go,” the other officer 

was saying. “Get off the street,” the driver said to them as he got back 
in his patrol car. 

“Wait!” Jacob yelled, but the police car moved on, leaving the boys 
motioning after them on the sidewalk. They scampered back towards 
the stairwell, as the police blocked the street at the corner, distracted 
by more pressing concerns—like the looting now taking hold along 
5th Avenue’s high end shops. They scampered back into the stairwell.

“Now that worked well,” Ben said.
“Shut up,” Jacob said. “Our parents are going to kill us.”
They huddled together, a cold rain intensifying. Seconds passed. 

Then two men with shaved heads and tattooed faces appeared at street 
level, tapping their bats in menacing fashion on the railing above.

“My, my, well what have we got here?” said the taller one with a scar 
across his cheek.

“Our parents are the least of our problems,” Ben whispered and 
raised his hands in supplication.

***
Meanwhile the success of the Rappinsky family rescue mission was 

in doubt, as the pick-up truck stayed on their bumper until they exited 
in downtown Manhattan. Paulo, relying on driving skills never before 
seen by his wife, cornered at top speed, taking narrow alleys to shake 
their pursuers. And it worked…almost perfectly. Until Paulo, seeing his 
chance, sped through a red light, leaving their pursuers far behind.

A siren and flashing lights cut short any celebration. Paulo slowed, 
guiding the jeep to the curb. He pounded on the steering wheel. “I 
should never have stopped!”

“Let me handle this,” Sarah said.
An officer was rapping on the window with his flashlight. “License 

and registration, please.”
Sarah stared at the policemen’s badge, then flashed her most 

charming smile. 
“Officer Rubenstein, she said in a sing song voice. “Do you have chil-

dren of your own?”
He nodded. “Then you have to help us! Ours are in mortal danger!” 

The officer glanced at Paulo’s black hat, noted Sarah’s sheitel.
“Orthodox Jews don’t usually run red lights.”
Sarah nodded. In a rush she explained all that had happened. 
The officer shone his flashlight into the backseat, noting the sweat 

on Moshe’s brow. Naomi remained implacable, her face a mask.
“They’re somewhere near Central Park. We’re not sure exactly 

where,” Sarah said. 
“That’s a war zone. Better stay away. But I’ll give you some advice. 

Even a damaged phone can emit a GPS signal. Try to locate him with 
your phone’s “find my phone app.”

“Bless you officer,” Sarah said. “Yes, God bless,” the entire Rappinsky 
clan echoed.”

The officer tipped his cap. Then he tore up the ticket. “Better leave 
this to professionals.” In moments he was gone, and the pick-up truck 
was nowhere to be seen.

With trembling hands, Moishe picked up his phone. After a series of 
keystrokes a map of Midtown appeared with a blinking circle near the 
corner of 57th street, between 5th and Madison.”

Paulo checked to see that the officer was truly gone, then gunned 
the motor, while his family felt themselves pressed back in their seats. 
He turned uptown at the light, and checked Moishe’s phone again for 
confirmation. “We’ll be there in six minutes,” he said over the squeal 
of the tires.

To be continued.
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Hadassah will have the honor 
of  lighting the 8th Candle 
at the Community Candle 

Lighting Service on
Thursday, Dec. 17 at 6 PM 

followed by a       
Special Hadassah  

Hanukkah Zoom Party
Thursday, Dec. 17 at 7 PM

Stay tuned for the Zoom Link!

HAPPY HANUKKAH 
from Eastern CT HADASSAH

JETI Talk is our community spin off of TED Talks, 
and stands for Jewish Education, Theology, and In-
formation. This program has been running for the 
past 5 months with great reviews!

Please join us on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. via 
Zoom for an hour of learning, sharing, and schmooz-
ing with the community. Upcoming December JETY 
talks:

• 12/9/2020 Artie Dean; Everything You 
Wanted to Know about Hypnosis but Were 
Afraid to Ask; Using Hypnosis in everyday 
life

• 12/16/2020; Elsie Fetterman How I stay 
young/memories of a working mom in the 
50’s

• 12/23/2020 Dan Bendor; Calmly Coping 
with Covid Crisis

Congregation Beth El invites 
you to join weekly JETI talks

For Zoom link, 
please contact the Beth 
El Office at 860-442-
0418 or office@beth-
el-nl.org.

JETI Talks are all about community. Love JETI 
Talks? Attend them weekly? Please consider giv-
ing one yourself. If you have an interesting story to 
tell, a special hobby, exciting occupation, or exten-
sive knowledge on different topics- WE NEED YOU! 
If you would like to give a talk, please contact the 
office. You do not need to be a part of Beth El to 
attend or give a talk. We will be happy to have any 
member of our greater community!

For watching past talks, please go to YouTube.
com and search for “Congregation Beth El of New 
London”.

Hadassah Eastern CT
We’d love to hear from you. 
Please feel free to call or write.

● President: Karen Bloustine bloustinek@gmail.com
860-326-6377

● Membership: Moira Ross moira29ross@hotmail.com
● Donations: Treas. Vicki Seroussi 2 Mitchell Ct 

Norwich, CT 06360
● Cards/Certificates: Kim Fischburg kimfischburg@gmail.com

860-608-9223

   Follow us on Facebook  

By Edgar Asher, Ashernet
Despite torrential rain that had caused flooding in parts of central 

Israel on November 26, there was nothing to dampen the spirits of 
those Israelis who were on hand at Ben Gurion Airport this morning 
to welcome the arrival of the first commercial ‘Flydubai’ flight to Israel 
direct from the UAE. The UAE airline will now be offering a twice-daily 
service from Dubai to Israel. 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu led the welcome for the first 
commercial flight to Israel by the United Arab Emirates’ state-owned 
airline.

Netanyahu speaking in Ben Gurion Airport Terminal One said, 
“There will be many more flights, going in both directions. But you can 

First commercial flight from UAE lands in Israel

only be first once. This is a pivotal moment because we are changing 
history. It’s not that we’re marching forward, we’re flying, with break-
neck speed, into a new era that is now clearly changing the Middle 
East. It’s the realization of a dream.”

When asked when Israelis will be able to fly to Saudi Arabia, Ne-
tanyahu responded that Israeli airlines were already crossing Saudi 

Dubai TV correspondent, Marwan al-Hal taking a ‘selfie’ of himself 
with Prime Minister Netanyahu and ‘Flydubai’ CEO Ghaith al-Gaith. 

airspace on their way eastward.
A Dubai TV correspondent, 

Marwan al-Hal, asked Netanyahu 
what he thought about his nomi-
nation, together with Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Zayed, for a Nobel 
Peace Prize? The Prime Minis-
ter responded, “To be so nomi-
nated by David Trimble (North-
ern Island politician), a genuine 
peacemaker who received the 
Nobel Peace Prize for a very good 
reason is a great honor, which I 
would be honored to share the 
same with Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Zayed.”

Etihad Airways, based in the 
UAE capital, will begin a regular 
service to Tel Aviv in March next 
year. Although Saudi Arabia has 
not formalized ties with Israel it 
has given the green light for over-
flights from Israel to destinations 
to the east.  ASHERNET 

mailto:office%40bethel-nl.org?subject=JETI%20Talks
mailto:office%40bethel-nl.org?subject=JETI%20Talks
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By Sheila Horvitz
What was it like to celebrate Hanukkah, a holiday that brings light 

into the world, during one of the darkest periods in human history? 
Was it even possible during the Holocaust to observe a holiday that 
celebrates a miracle that enabled the Jewish people to regain control 
over their destiny? This Hanukkah story of perseverance and hope had 
special significance for Jewish people during the Holocaust.

Observance of Jewish festivals was severely restricted or forbidden. 
Yet many Jews still observed the holidays in any way they could, in the 
ghettos and concentration camps.

In her book “Hassidic Tales of the Holocaust,” Yaffa Eliach shares an-
ecdotes about celebrating Hanukkah in the Bergen-Belsen camp:

“A seemingly impossible celebration came about on the first night 
of Hanukkah 1943 in Bergen-Belsen. One of 11 fortunate survivors, 
Rabbi Israel Shapiro, better known as the Bluzhever Rebbe, was the 
central figure of that macabre Hanukkah celebration. Living in the 
shadow of death, and not knowing when their own turn would come, 
the Jewish inmates were determined to celebrate Hanukkah in the tra-
ditional manner and draw whatever spiritual strength they could from 
the story of the Maccabees”.

The men had saved up some bits of 
fat from their meager food portions. The 
women pulled threads from their tattered 
garments and twisted them into a makeshift 
wick. To fashion a menorah, a candleholder 
was carved out of raw potato. E v e n 
dreidels for the children in the camp were 
carved out of the wooden shoes that inmates 
wore.

Inmates at the camp made their way to 
Barrack 10, where the Bluzhever Rebbe was 
to conduct the Hanukkah ceremony. He in-
serted the improvised candle into the impro-
vised Menorah and began to chant the three 
blessings. “On the third blessing, in which 
God is thanked for having ‘kept us in. life and 
preserved us and enabled us to reach this 
time,’ the Rebbe’s voice broke into sobs, for 
he had already lost his wife, his only daugh-
ter, his son-in-law, and his only grandchild.”

The Rebbe said, ‘By kindling this Hanuk-
kah candle we are symbolically identify-
ing ourselves with the Jewish people ev-
erywhere. Our long history records many 
bloody horrors our people have endured and 
survived. We may be certain that no matter what may befall us as in-
dividuals, the Jews as a people will outlive their cruel foes and emerge 
triumphant in the end.’ ”

In Bergen Belsen, in 1944, Rabbi Shmelke tried to find some oil to 

Light in the Darkness

kindle the first Hanukkah light. The day before Ha-
nukkah. walking across a field, his foot got caught in 
a small hole in the frozen earth and he noticed that 
something was buried there. He pulled out a small 
jar and wrapped package - containing congealed liq-
uid and eight little cups and eight thin strands of cot-
ton. A Jewish prisoner had buried these Hanukkah 
symbols. Rabbi Shmelke survived the war and sev-
eral years later visited the Satmar Rebbe, Yoel Teitel-
baum, who said he had also been a prisoner in Begen 
Belsen. He was rescued four days before Hanukkah 
but had made provisions for the holiday by bribing 
camp officials and putting together a package of oil, 
cups, and wicks. When he told Rabbi Shmelke that 
he always felt badly that his menorah was never put 
to use, Schmelke replied: “Your menorah was used. 
It dispelled the darkness for hundreds of Jews and 
helped at least one of them survive the war.”

Some 140,000 Czech Jews came through this Nazi 
camp, most to perish. But even in Theresienstadt, 
surrounded by despair, the camp’s inhabitants found 
ways to celebrate Hanukkah. In late 1942, someone 
stole a large block of wood from the Nazis running 
the camp. Into it, they carved an ornate hanukkiah 
- with nine candle holders and a Star of David. A He-
brew inscription curves over the top: “Who is like 
you, O Lord, among the celestials?”

For most of the year, the menorah remained hid-
den. It was forbidden to celebrate Jewish holidays 
or to teach children about Judaism. But once a year, 
it was brought forth and lit. The lamp was not re-

covered until after the 
war and is now in the 
permanent collection 
of the Jewish Museum 
in New York.

After the Jews were 
liberated, many spent 
months or years in 
camps for displaced 
persons, before being 
rerouted to Israel or 
the U.S. or other coun-
tries. Hanukkah was 
then celebrated openly, 
with real candles re-
placing the makeshift 
grease or engine oil.

In the German 
Landsberg/Lech dis-
placed persons camp, 
Jews fashioned a Ha-
nukkah lamp out of 
cartridge scraps and 
shell casings and 
dedicated it to U.S. 
commander-in-chief 

General Joseph T. McNarney. On this hanukkiah, a 
Hebrew inscription is hammered into the brass: “A 
great miracle happened there.”

Light in the Darkness, Hope over Despair - this is 
our legacy and heritage,

Hanukkah in the Lodz ghetto.

Hanukkiah - made by Arnold Zadikow (German, 
1884-1943) and Leopold Hecht (Czech, 1912-1994) 
in Theresienstadt, Czechoslovakia, 1942

Hadassah 
News

President’s Message  
by Karen Bloustine

This is America
At this season of Thanksgiving and the Miracle of 

Hanukkah, we are reminded of our heritage, those 
we lost, those who miraculously survive -and the 
promise and beauty of our American democracy. 
Here’s a story that embodies those values.

In the spring of 1945, a 16-year-old boy was on 
a death march. His family had all been murdered, 
and he himself had survived 6 concentration camps. 
He was out on a Nazi slave labor detail at Dachau as 
Allied forces approached. Nazi SS guards gathered 
the work detail and marched them away from the 
advancing Americans. He marched for three days 
with little water or food. Many succumbed, but he 
stayed alive. 

When Allied planes mistakenly attacked them, 
thinking they were all Nazis, the 16-year-old fled 
and hid in the 
woods for days 
without food 
or shelter, until 
he heard the 
rumbling of an 
a p p r o a c h i n g 
tank. He looked 
out, expecting 
to see German 
tanks, but in-
stead, he saw 
a five-pointed 
star. The tank 
was part of the 
761st, the most 
effective tank 
battalion in 
WWII. They were known as the Black Panthers be-
cause the US Army was still segregated. The young 
man who climbed out of the tank was Bill Ellington, 
the son of a slave. He lifted the 16-year-old Jewish 
boy to safety atop the tank.

The son of a former slave and the young survivor 
of the Nazi death camps held each other while Sam-
uel cried the only words he knew in English: “God 
Bless America.”

The boy’s name was Samuel Pisar. He emigrated 
to the United States and became a successful attor-
ney, humanitarian, and governmental advisor. Sam-
uel’s stepson, Antony Blinken, has been nominated 
by President-Elect Joe Biden to be the next United 
States Secretary of State!

Please zoom in on December 17 at 6 p.m. as Ha-
dassah will have the honor of lighting the 8th candle 
at our Community Candle Lighting Service - and 
then at 7 PM - join us for a Special Zoom Hanukkah 
Party.

Antony Blinken, nominated as 
Secretary of State by President 
Elect Joe Biden.
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By Shahar Froimovicz, Young Emissary 2007-08
From where I am sitting now, thinking back about 

July 2007, it feels like an alternate reality. Back than I 
was 17, had just finished high school and received my 
driving license. I was finally independent. While my 
friends were all preparing to be recruited and start their 
army service, I was preparing for my Shlichut (Year of 
Service.) I remember being so focused on wanting to 
do well and give something back to society, it didn’t 
even occur to me I was jumping head first into what, 
ultimately, became one of the most meaningful years of 
my life.

My Shlichut year was dynamic and impactful. Like 
anything in life it had its ups and downs; it was delight-
ful and wonderful every time we had a successful pro-
gram at one of the schools or with the youth groups. I 
vividly remember Yom-Ha’atzmaut at Solomon Schech-
ter Academy. Karen Rosenberg, who 
was the Head of School, trusted Oren 
and me to build and run a program for 
the entire school. We worked on it for 
weeks. We drew a giant map of Israel 
on the gym floor to act as a “live board 
game.” Then everyone was teamed up 
and we had a day long competition with 
trivia and all types of games and races. 
We made a huge falafel and hummus 
launch from scratch and almost ruined 
the kitchen. Till now, I wonder how Kar-
en had such confidence that two clue-
less 18-year olds would be able to pull 
it off. She gave us full support and she 
was right (as usual).  It was exactly what 
we needed! It was a wonderful day and 
a wonderful example of how the Living 
Bridge starts with the personal con-
nection between people and only then 
can it grow and expand to a connection 
between communities and countries. 
That’s why for me, the personal connec-
tion with people was the essence of my 
Shlichut. 

I had the honor and pleasure of being hosted by 
two incredibly amazing families; Laura, Scott, Rebecca 

A year to be remembered
and Jared Ringer for the first half of 
my year and Claudine, Harry and 
Margaux Blank for the second half. 
Both families have moved out of the 
community in the last few years; The 
Ringers to New Hampshire and The 
Blanks to Florida. Each family had 
their own special way of welcom-
ing me in and letting me take part 
in their day-to-day lives. I am for-
ever grateful to them for making me 
feel at home so far away from home. 
I also had the joy of working with 
Oren Levi as a partner. It wasn’t easy 
at first since we each had very differ-
ent thoughts on how things 
should be said or done. At 
a certain point, almost half 
way through the year we 
were so deep into a fight 
that we stopped talking to 
each other (not a comfort-
able set up when you are 18, 

alone, far away from home and he is the only one 
around to complain or just talk to in Hebrew.) 
Our luck finally changed when Marcia Reinhard 
stepped in as our new Coordinator who sat us 
down and gave us a safe place to work things 
out. From that point on we were back on track 
and ended up having a great year, not just as 
colleagues, but also as friends. We still keep in 
touch and see each other about once a year. Oren 
lives in Herzliya with his beautiful wife Stav and 
less than a year ago they had their first born – a 
beautiful baby boy named Noam.

Oren also got to live with two wonderfully, 
fabulous families.  He started his year off with 
The Luners: Anne, Paul, Evelyn and Alan and spent the 
second half of his year with The Blindermans; Lori, Eli 
and Reva.  He also got to spend a good amount of time 

with Rick and established a close bond with him as well.   
Rick took Oren to ballgames and other fun activities.  His 
time with all the families was meaningful and memorable.    

Oren is still in touch with his host families and many 
other families from our community.

From home, to Schechter, the religious schools, 
public schools, the Federation, Jewish Community 
High School, synagogues, Youth Groups, Hebrew 
Café, and so much more, Oren and I were always sur-
rounded by the wonderful people in the commu-
nity who opened their hearts, homes and minds to 
us. These personal connections were what enabled 

us to showcase Israel though our own eyes. For me, 
it was the most meaningful part of the Shlichut. 
After I came back to Israel, I was recruited to the army 
and served as a Logistics Officer in a field battalion 
where I was responsible for all energy resources (fuel, 
gas etc.), ammunition (“the bunker was all mine,”) 
and transportations. It was a challenging service that 
opened up a new side of Israel for me, as for the first 
time I was staring straight into the Israeli melting pot 
serving side by side with people from all parts of the 
country and all layers of society.

After almost 3 years of service I returned home, 
worked for a year in airport security in order to save 
money for a long trip and met Ido, who is my life part-
ner (and hopefully will be many years from nowJ). My 
long trip ended up being shorter than expected. I flew 
to South America and traveled 5 countries in 4 months. 
Traveling alone was amongst the best experiences I 
ever had, and I recommend it to anyone that has the 
opportunity - at any age and any point of life.

After traveling, I started a new chapter in my life. Ido 
and I moved to an apartment in Tel Aviv and started 
attending Tel Aviv University. After 3 years of school I 
received a BS in Medical Science and he became a Head 
Chef at a restaurant. Today I work as a Product Man-
ager at Teva Pharmaceuticals, one of Israel’s biggest 
corporations. My dream has always been traveling the 
world but then OVID-19 hit while we were planning a 
big trip to India and east-Asia. These challenging times 

Oren and Stav with Anne, Paul and Evelyn Luner.

Shahar, Oren and Shani, Summer of 2010.

Mike and Marcia Reinhard and Emissaries Shahar and 
Oren at market in Tel Aviv during trip to Israel in 2010., 

YEAR CONT. ON PG 9
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A year to be remembered  
continued...

made us recalculate our “route” and focus on work and 
family, so our traveling plans are on hold for now.

A few years ago, in late 2016, just before I started 
my new position at Teva, I was lucky enough to return 
to the community for a brief visit. I didn’t get to see as 
many of you as I would have liked, but I did get to see 
The Ringers, The Reinhards and a few other people.  Be-
ing back really did feel like coming home!  

Now more than ever, when the world is different 
than anything we’ve known or could imagine, I am 
lucky to have the memories of my Shlichut year to go 
back to anytime I need some cheering up.  You em-
braced two Israeli teens who, arrived as total strangers 
but whom you welcomed with open arms.  Throughout 

Oren during his visit with Stav back in our community at The Lun-

er's house with Pat Doherty, Oren’s wife Stav, Evelyn Luner and 

Karen Rosenberg with Aaron Rosenberg in the background.

our Shlichut, we slowly but surely became 
part of the community of Eastern Ct. At the 
end of our year we found ourselves say-
ing goodbye to family and friends whom 
we’d grown to know and love. You gave us 
a year to be remembered and cherished 
all our lives. We only hope we gave you as 
much as we received.  

My wish for all of you is that you stay 
safe and healthy in these precarious and 
challenging times.  If anyone would like 
to reach out and catch up, you can reach 
me at Shahar.fro@gmail.com.

SHAHAR CONT. FROM PG 1

ing out some critical details of the show. Not the 
least of these was working closely with Terri Goldsmith 
(may she rest in peace) on creating a beautiful purple 
curtain. In the final preparations, Shahar was there en-
suring that every last detail was covered. 

Before we knew it, we reached the end of the year. At 
the JFEC annual meeting, our Young Emissaries speak 
to the community about their experience. Up to that 
point, the emissaries had always given their talk sepa-
rately. Shahar and Oren were the first to write and share 

the delivery of their speech together. Considering their 
struggles in the first few months, this spoke volumes.

Shahar, Oren and I had a great year working together, 
but much more importantly, they had a great year as emis-
sary partners and becoming part of our community. They 
learned to work with someone much different than them-
selves, learned the art of compromise and grew tremen-
dously throughout the year. They made wonderful con-
nections with so many people, not the least of whom were 
their host families. As they navigated their way through 

the year, by the end of it all, they had grown into amaz-
ing Young Emissaries and very different teenagers than 
the two who had arrived at the door of Eastern CT so 
many months earlier. I feel blessed that they were my 
first two emissaries as Coordinator and we, as a com-
munity, were blessed to have them for the year. 

If you would like to reach out to Oren, please contact 
Marcia at mreinhard@jfec.com. See page 8/9 for Sha-
har’s story.

By Ron Kampeas, JTA
Assassins shot to death Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, the 

nuclear scientist that western intelligence agencies be-
lieve to be behind Iran’s nuclear weapons program.

The assassination came two years after Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said about Fakhrizadeh, 
“remember his name.” Iranian media blamed Israel’s 
Mossad spy agency for the killing.

Iran’s defense ministry confirmed November 27 
earlier reports of a drive-by shooting in the Iranian 
countryside. There was an exchange of gunfire with 
Fakhrizadeh’s bodyguards.

Western intelligence agencies have long named 
Fakhrizadeh as the man behind Iran’s nuclear weapons 
program. Iran says its nuclear development is only for 
peaceful purposes and that Fakhrizadeh is a profes-
sor. In 2018, Israel unveiled documents it acquired that 
showed Iran had at least at one point planned a weap-
ons program, and that Fakhrizadeh was involved in its 
development.

The killing comes at a delicate time in U.S. foreign 
policy: President Donald Trump has resisted coordi-
nating policy with the man who defeated him in presi-
dential elections Nov. 3, Joe Biden. There are signs that 
Trump is ramping up tensions with Iran, perhaps as a 
means of frustrating Biden’s pledged to return to the 
2015 Iran nuclear deal, which Trump abandoned in 
2018.

Israel may also be eager to seize the opportunity of 
A view of the Russian-built Bushehr nuclear power plant 
in southern Iran, Aug. 21, 2010. (IIPA via Getty Images)

Assassins kill scientist believed to be the 
father of Iran’s nuclear weapons program

the interregnum to take tough measures against Iran that 
Israeli leaders believe Biden would discourage.

Earlier this week, top Israeli, Saudi and U.S. officials 
met in Saudi Arabia, a first for the country which does 
not have relations with Israel. Israeli Mossad chief Yossi 
Cohen was reportedly in attendance. Israel has drawn 
closer with Sunni Arab states in recent years, spurred by a 
shared enmity with Iran.

By Curt Schleier, JTA
Showtime hopes it has found its next “Homeland” in 

the form of a Nathan Englander adaptation.
The network has “Homeland” co-creators Howard 

Gordon and Alex Gansa producing Englander’s 2017 
novel “Dinner at the Center of the Earth” into a series, 
Deadline reports.

The book centers on a Prisoner Z who is being held 
at a secret prison site in Israel’s Negev Desert. He’s an 
Israeli spy who betrayed his native country to atone for 
actions that led to the death of innocent individuals — 
and perhaps break the cycle of violence in the region.

Gordon and Gansa have worked together on numer-
ous shows, including “24,” and converted the hit Israeli 
series “Prisoners of War” into “Homeland” for American 
audiences. That show earned the pair two Emmys, in-
cluding for best drama series.

Englander, who grew up Orthodox and usually writes 
on Jewish themes (he told the Jewish Telegraphic Agen-
cy last year that everything down to “the weather” in his 
books is Jewish), has published five acclaimed books. 
His latest, “Kaddish.com,” involves a haredi Orthodox 
man who leaves his religious community and then re-
turns to it.

‘Homeland’ creators 
are adapting ‘Dinner 
at the Center of the 

Earth’ into a TV series
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By Rita Plush, Kveller
My grandmother did it, and my mother did, too. And yet, until Co-

vid-19, I did not light Shabbat candles.
But my older daughter, Rhonda, an occupational therapist in a re-

hab facility, had become a front line worker. My younger, Leslie, was 
going through rounds of treatment for stage 4 breast cancer. I kept 
thinking: What if? What if?

I feared for my children’s lives. I could not Zoom, write, exercise, or 
even eat my way out of that fear. Pray, you say? To the God of Sarah, 
Rebecca, Rachel, and Leah? It didn’t seem right. I feel like the world is 
teeming with prayers, many from folks who have kept the faith. But 
I’m not particularly observant. I drive on Shabbat. I don’t keep ko-
sher. I worried: Why 
should my prayers 
count? Yet I had to 
do something to 
ease my terrible 
anxiety.

I remembered 
back to when 
my mother died. 
Though I hardly 
went to synagogue 
before she passed, I 
started going every 
day in order to say 
kaddish in her hon-
or. I was drawn to 
the ritual, wrapped 
in the comfort of the 
ancient prayer. Her candles, I thought. Her ritual. Maybe they would 
help me. And so, I dug up my mother’s Lenox candlesticks, dusted 
them off, and found myself on a Friday evening lighting them and say-
ing the blessing: “Blessed are you, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, 
who hallows us with mitzvot [blessings], commanding us to kindle the 
light of Shabbat.”

The custom of lighting Shabbat candles goes back eons, when Jew-
ish elders decided to light the house before sundown. They saw mitz-
vah as a lamp, the Torah as light. Candles are light, or a path to Torah. 
Plus, food tastes better when you see it. Engage the senses and make 
the Sabbath meal, which is served after the candles are lit, a true plea-
sure.

The following week, I posed the question to my daughters: What 
do you say we all light Shabbat candles via Facetime this Friday? (God 
bless technology!)

They opted in. But then the negotiations began: What time should 
we light? Finally, we arrived at a workable hour for all. My mother’s 
candle holders at the ready, I made the call from Queens to Staten Is-
land and then to Seattle.

My daughters gathered their families around their screens. “Why 
are we doing this?!” said my grandson, as only a 16-year-old torn from 
his video game can say.

“Because we’re Jewish. And that’s what Jews do!” said Rhonda, 
working her mom mojo, tight and to the point.

We lit the candles and said the blessing. Rhonda had bought a chal-
lah, or what passes for challah in their Washington town with only two 
Jewish families: “…haMotzi lechem min haaretz.” We blessed the wine: 
“…borei p’ri hagafen.” Behind the burning flames, our FaceTime im-
ages smiled; we wished one another a Shabbat Shalom. My daughters 
and I remained on our phones while the rest of the family drifted away 
to their own interests.

Work, friends, the dreaded virus, the minutiae of our lives — our 
talk was the same as our regular, day-to-day conversations. Yet there 
was something different. Something special had been added to our 
post candle-lighting chat. A kind of peace? A sense of hope? An overall 
feeling that it was going to be OK? (The it being Rhonda’s safety; Les-
lie’s health.) I can’t put a finger on it, but whatever it was, they must 

Lighting Shabbat candles on Zoom 
keeps families connected

have felt it, too. Because when it 
was time to say goodbye, Leslie 
offered, “Let’s do this again next 
week.” Rhonda was in.

It’s been two months now, 
and we’ve been lighting candles 
together every Friday evening. 
My grandson comes to table sans 
gripe. (Well, most of the time.) 
The thick of Covid has thank-
fully thinned in the rehab facility 
where Rhonda works. Leslie is re-

sponding to her 
new treatment. 
My anxiety has 
dimmed, but 
not my enthu-
siasm for our 
candle-lighting 
— or my daugh-
ters’ interest in 
it. “What time is 
Shabbat?” they 
text me each 
Friday. It makes 
me smile: I love 
how religious 
they sound, 
even though 
they are any-

thing but. And that’s OK. Is it 
possible that their bond to their 
heritage shines in their cells, just 
as it shines in mine? Perhaps our 
traditions thread through the 
generations, into the Shabbat 
candles — that burning flame, 
enduring, constant.

Looking to create a Shabbat 
tradition in your own family? 
Check out the brand-new Kvel-
ler Shabbat Guide available on 
Amazon -- The Kveller Shabbat 
Guide: How busy families can 
find meaning (and a bit of san-
ity) on the day of rest Paper-
back, $9.95, published  Octo-
ber 22, 2020.

Header Image by ma_rish/ 
Getty Images

By Gabe Friedman, JTA
Economist Jared Bernstein found a Yiddish way to celebrate his ap-

pointment to President-elect Joe Biden’s council of economic advisers.
“Thanks for all the support, econ twitter! I’m verklempt! As a CEA 

member, I’m soooo excited to get to work with my awesome new col-
leagues in fast pursuit of full employment and a recovery that reaches 
everyone,” he tweeted November 30, using a Yiddish word that means 
overcome with joy and emotion.

Bernstein, who is Jewish, was Biden’s chief economic adviser dur-
ing the Obama administration. He joins a Biden economics team that 
is being noted for its diversity.

Bernstein has been referred to as a “progressive” economist for his 
focus on income inequality and opposition to international free trade 
agreements.

Jared Bernstein is  
‘verklempt’ to join Biden

Jared Bernstein shown at a White House press briefing as former Vice 
President Joe Biden’s chief economic adviser, June 8, 2009. (Nicholas 
Kamm/AFP via Getty Images)
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TEMPLE 
EMANU-EL 
RAFFLE 
DRAWING 
December 13, 2020 
6:00 pm 
WHERE 
Temple Emanu-El  
Via Zoom Link 
Announcements will provide Drawing Event Zoom link later 

$25.OO EACH RAFFLE TICKET 
Only 720 Tickets Available 

 

1ST PRIZE 
Five $500 VISA  
Gift Cards 
Sponsored by:  
Kim & Kenn Fischburg 
 

2nd PRIZE 
Apple iPad Pro 
Sponsored by:  
Sayet & Seder 
 

3rd PRIZE 
$500 VISA Gift Card 
Sponsored by:  
Creative Office 
Interiors 
 

4th PRIZE 
Three $100 Walmart 
Gift Cards 
Sponsored by:  
Bill & Ellen Seeman 
 

5th PRIZE 
$200 Target Gift Card 
Sponsored by:  
Adam Kaufman & 
Rebecca Woodward 
 

6th PRIZE 
$150 Best Buy Gift 
Card 
Sponsored by:  
John Murphy & 
Barbara Senges 
 

7th PRIZE 
$100 Amazon Gift 
Card 
Sponsored by:  
Jonathan & Armi Rowe 
 

 

 
You can buy tickets from the Temple Office 

office@tewaterford.org or 860-443-3005, or 
John Murphy at jem1219@atlanticbb.net or 860-608-0774

                 Norwich Hebrew Benevolent 
               Association

                        P.O. Box 663 Jewett City, CT 06351

Hebrew Cemeteries #1, #2, and #3
Interfaith Cemetery #4

Cremains Cemetery
Synagogue Affiliation Not Required

860-887-0896

By Edgar Asher, Ashernet
Despite the best efforts of the government in trying to control the 

coronavirus outbreak, it seems that at present anyway the virus al-
ways seems to be winning. As in other countries around the world, the 
easing of lockdowns always seems to be followed by more infections 
and unfortunately deaths as well. Israel follows this pattern with some 
citizens seemingly oblivious to covid-19 restrictions which in the most 
part recommend people to wear masks and restricts the number of 
people who congregate together, such as in weddings and demonstra-
tions. As has been shown in Sweden and Brazil, herd immunity does 
not result in a lessening of the virus infection. 

On the question of demonstrations this is becoming a recurring 
serious matter as Israelis come together to demonstrate every week-
end against Prime Minister Netanyahu, demanding Netanyahu’s res-
ignation. The theme of the demonstrations, which are held mainly in 
Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and Netanyahu’s home in Caesarea, are not only 
about the covid-19 epidemic, but also demand the Prime Minister’s 
resignation over what the demonstrators see as Binyamin Netanya-
hu’s connection, among other charges, with the purchase of subma-
rines from Germany which the demonstrators claim involved under 
the counter payouts to various individuals. Binyamin Netanyahu has 
said many times that he has nothing to answer for. In a month or two 

Covid woes continue

Prime Minister Netanyahu making an official visit to the covid-19 test-
ing center at Ben-Gurion Airport. 

Netanyahu’s court case will 
be resumed, and matters will 
become clearer.

In the meantime, the 
Prime Minister is making 
sure that he has as much 
press exposure as possible 
with every visit and state-
ment, mainly on matters of 
virus control, being made 
available to the media. Israel, 
like most countries around 
the world, is making sure 
that there will be sufficient 
covid-19 vaccine available 
at the earliest opportunity, 
with preference being given 
to medical personnel and 
older citizens in care homes. The 
Israeli pharmaceutical company 
Teva will be an important part 
of the distribution process once 
the vaccine is made available. In 
the meantime, Israel has bought 
rights to import vaccines from 

Prime Minister Netanyahu and Health Minister Yuli Edelstein vis-
iting the Teva distribution center from where the vaccines will be 
supplied. Many of the vaccines require extremely low temperature 
storage to maintain their efficacy. 

several companies once bodies, like the FDA, have given their approval 
for safety and efficacy.

There is for sure a light at the end of the tunnel, but the tunnel is a 
long one and the virus will still be around for most of next year. As for 
the Prime Minister, his future is also uncertain. He must contend with 
his upcoming trial and pressure from various Knesset factions for him 
to resign and call yet another general election. © ASHERNET 

mailto:office%40tewaterford.org?subject=Raffle%20tickets
mailto:jem1219%40atlanticbb.net?subject=Raffle%20tickets


12     THE JEWISH LEADER, DECEMBER 4, 2020

TECHNOLOGY. TRADITION. TORAH.
Congregation Beth El is welcoming new members. During this time 
of pandemic our congregation is more active than ever through the 
safety of Zoom and offers a wide variety of options for everyone.

Rabbi Earl Kideckel joined Beth El as its spiritual 
leader this summer and has rapidly become a 
beloved part of the congregation. He has provided 
innovative ways to vitalize the synagogue despite 
the pandemic and has initiated diversity to our 
services while respecting our traditions. Rabbi 
Kideckel has officiated at life cycle events for 
many decades and enjoys collaborating with other 
area synagogues and clergy. 

JOIN US – WE LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU! 
860.442.0418 • office@bethel-nl.org • bethel-nl.org

By Abigail Klein Leichman, Israel21c
Hyperbaric oxygen treatments can stop the aging of blood cells and 

even reverse the aging process in healthy aging adults, according to a 
recently published study from scientists at Tel Aviv University (TAU) 
and Shamir Medical Center.

The researchers found that a unique protocol of high-pressure 
oxygen treatments in a pressure chamber can reverse two major pro-
cesses associated with aging: the shortening of telomeres (protective 
regions at both ends of every chromosome) and the accumulation of 
old, malfunctioning (senescent) cells.

“For many years, our team has been engaged in hyperbaric re-
search and therapy — treatments based on protocols of exposure 
to high-pressure oxygen at various concentrations inside a pressure 
chamber,” explained Prof. Shai Efrati of the Sackler School of Medicine 
and Sagol School of Neuroscience at TAU and founder and director 
of the Sagol Center for Hyperbaric Medicine and Research at Shamir 
Medical Center.

“Our achievements included the improvement of brain functions 
damaged by age, stroke or brain injury,” Efrati said.

In 2017, ISRAEL21c reported on another Tel Aviv University study 
that revealed that hyperbaric oxygen treatments helped ameliorate 
symptoms experienced by people with Alzheimer’s.

“In the current study we wished to examine the impact of HBOT on 
healthy and independent aging adults, and to discover whether such 
treatments can slow down, stop or even reverse the normal aging pro-
cess at the cellular level,” said Efrati. 

The researchers exposed 35 healthy adults aged 64 or over to a 
series of 60 hyperbaric sessions over a period of 90 days.

Each participant provided blood samples before, during and at the 
end of the treatments as well as a week or two after the series of treat-
ments concluded.

They then analyzed immune cells in participants’ blood and discov-
ered a lengthening of up to 38 percent in the telomeres.

Telomeres before and after hyperbaric oxygen therapy. Image cour-
tesy of Tel Aviv University

“Today, telomere shortening is considered the ‘Holy Grail’ of the bi-
ology of aging,” Efrati says.

“Researchers around the world are trying to develop pharmacolog-
ical and environmental interventions that enable telomere elongation. 

Hyperbaric oxygen answer  
to the aging process?

Our HBOT protocol was 
able to achieve this, prov-
ing that the aging process 
can in fact be reversed at 
the basic cellular-molecu-
lar level.”

More effective than life-
style modifications

Dr. Amir Hadanny, 
chief medical research of-
ficer of the Sagol Center 
for Hyperbaric Medicine 
and Research, said that 
until now, interventions 
such as lifestyle modifica-
tions and intense exercise were 
shown to have some inhibiting 
effect on telomere shortening.

“But in our study, only three 
months of HBOT were able to 
elongate telomeres at rates far 
beyond any currently available 
interventions or lifestyle modifi-
cations,” Hadanny said.

“With this pioneering study, 
we have opened a door for fur-
ther research on the cellular im-
pact of HBOT and its potential for 
reversing the aging process.”

In their paper published in the 
journal Aging on November 18, 
they also report that the treated 
study participants also had a de-
crease of up to 37% in nonfunc-
tioning senescent cells.

Multiplace chambers
The unique HBOT therapy 

featured in this study was done at the Sagol Center for Hyperbaric 
Medicine and Research in Be’er Ya’akov using a multi-seat hyperbaric 
chamber – not the one-person tanks many people are familiar with.

This protocol is available to the public at Sagol and in the United 
States at Aviv Clinics in The Villages, Florida. Efrati is chairman of the 
medical advisory board of Aviv Scientific, owner of Aviv Clinics. Ha-
danny, a neurosurgeon, is the company’s chief researcher and head of 
international clinical operations.

Telomeres before and after hyperbaric oxygen therapy. Image cour-
tesy of Tel Aviv University

Efrati and Hadanny have done many other studies on the benefits 
of HBOT.

A previous randomized controlled clinical trial led by Efrati and 
Hadanny, published in Aging last June, found that HBOT in healthy 
people 60 and older caused cognitive enhancements in attention, in-
formation processing speed and executive functions, compared to the 
control group.

In March 2019, ISRAEL21c reported on another study by Efrati and 
Hadanny suggesting that HBOT was helpful for survivors of childhood 
sexual abuse who developed fibromyalgia (a chronic condition charac-
terized by widespread pain, fatigue and cognitive issues) as a result of 
their post-traumatic distress.

Hyperbaric oxygen therapy has been found to stop or reverse the aging pro-
cess. Photo courtesy of Sagol Center for Hyperbaric Medicine and Research

By Gabe Friedman, JTA
The Israel Philharmonic Foundation is 

streaming a pre-Hanukkah concert event 
featuring music by and an interview with 
Hans Zimmer, one of Hollywood’s most 
prolific score composers.

The free event, which streams Sunday, 
December 6 will feature discussions with 
both Zimmer, who is Jewish, and the Is-
raeli orchestra’s director, Lahav Shani. 
The group will perform music from “The 
Prince of Egypt,” “The Lion King” and the 
thriller “Inception” — just a few of the 
over 150 films Zimmer has worked on, 
most of them blockbusters.

Zimmer, 63, received an award from the Israel Philharmonic Or-
chestra in 2014 and is described in the event’s news release as a “close 
friend of the orchestra.”

He didn’t publicly discuss his Jewish identity until an appearance at 
the 1999 Berlin Film Festival. His mother, who used to visit Israel ev-
ery year, escaped Germany in 1939. But as he said in 2014: “Quite hon-
estly, I think my parents were always wary of me telling the neighbors.”

Streaming a Hans Zimmer-
themed Hanukkah event

Hans Zimmer at the Euro-
pean premiere of “The Lion 
King” in London, July 14, 
2019. (David M. Benett/Wire 
Image/Getty Images)
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Every gift  
makes

a difference.

Get involved.

Donate.

Volunteer.

It’s what being
Jewish feels like.

By Maddy Albert, Kveller
It’s true: Hanukkah is just around the corner! This year, the Festival 

of Lights begins on the evening of December 10, and given the dump-
ster fire that’s been 2020, we totally get it if you’re trying to make Ha-
nukkah a little extra special this year.

Still, as the holiday season coincides with a third wave of the Cov-
id-19 pandemic, safety is at the forefront of everyone’s minds. If you’re 
looking for a fun yet practical Hanukkah gift for your loved ones, con-
sider a festive, Hanukkah-themed face mask! While we have already 
found a variety of Jewish face masks that we LOVE, these eight masks 
are perfect for getting into the Hanukkah spirit this season. One for 
each night!

1.  Blue and Silver Menorah Mask (Etsy, $12)
This “3D origami mask” — a fog-free design that’s perfect for those 

who wear glasses  — fits snugly and comfortably around your face. It 
also comes with the option of ear loop or around-the-head elastics. 
With a woven menorah and Star of David pattern, this understated 
mask is festive and low-key.

2.. “Dreidel Time” Rainbow Art Mask (Redbubble, $10)
Add a pop of color to your Hannukah blues and silvers with this 

washable dreidel-print mask that brings red, green, and gold to the 
mix. With elastic ear loops and a snug fit, this mask is basically a piece 
of art you can wear on your face.

8 Hanukkah-themed face masks 
for a safe festival of lights

3. Hanukkah Puns Masks (Etsy, $5 each)
Bring some humor to your Hanukkah season with these funny, 

punny masks. From “I love you a latke” to “How JEW Doin?” — print-
ed in a Friends-like font — this bundle from Etsy has something for 
everyone.

4. Flower Menorah Mask (Redbubble, $10)
This adorable mask is adorned with an image of a squiggly, flower-

inspired menorah. A subtle nod to the holiday, this mask adds a color-
ful and floral twist to your mask rotation.

5. Snoopy Menorah Mask (Etsy, $10.99)
It’s a Peanuts Hanukkah! This delightful mask shows a kippah-

wearing Snoopy and his pal, Woodstock, lighting the menorah. Just 
make sure to speak up while you’re wearing it, so you don’t sound like 
the other adults in the Peanuts cartoons.

6. Bulldogs and Dreidels Neck Gaiter (Etsy, $23.95)
A neck gaiter is an alternative to the conventional mask — which, 

despite some early-pandemic bad publicity, has shown to protect 

against aerosols as well as other 
styles. This cute Hanukkah-
themed gaiter is both festive and 
cute. Who doesn’t love dogs and 
dreidels?!

7. Happy Hanukkah Bedaz-
zled Mask (Etsy, $19.99)

Looking for some more Ha-
nukkah bling? This bedazzled 
Hanukkah mask says“Happy Ha-
nukkah” in blue jewels. Safe and 
sparkly!!

8. Light-up Hanukkah mask 
(Etsy, $15.85)

And last but certainly not 
least, without big Hanukkah par-
ties this year, get lit on your own 
with this fantastic light-up mask. 
With full coverage, nose wire and 
room for a filter, this mask both 
keeps you safe and glows in the 
dark to commemorate the eight 
lights.
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www.LaGruaCenter.org

For more information visit our website at 
lagruacenter.org 

STORIES OF RESILIENCE: ENCOUNTERING RACISM

October 9 - December 19, 2020
Exhibit: Free & Open to the Public

Stories of Resilience highlights the lives of five exceptional residents of 
New London County, past and present—attorney Lonnie Braxton, Rev. 
Florence Clarke, Sonalysts Board member Donetta Hodge, Coast 
Guard Commander (Ret.) Merle Smith, and 19th century freed slave 
and teacher Ichabod Pease. Stories of Resilience showcases their 
determination, bravery, and strength in the face of personal and 
systemic racism. The exhibit paints a picture of remarkable successes in 
the face of daunting obstacles through personal photographs, artifacts, 
and video testimonies.

GALLERY HOURS: Monday, Wednesday, Friday & Saturday 10am-2pm 
excepting holidays and holiday weekends.

Other hours available by appointment.

32 Water Street, Stonington Borough / 860-535-2300

The exhibit is supported in part by Dominion Energy Charitable Foundation

www.JFEC.com

Norwich - Abraham A. Figarsky, 94, of Norwich Connect-
icut died Monday November 16, 2020 at William W. Backus 
Hospital.

Abraham was born in Springfield, MA November 13, 
1926 to the late Benjamin and Emma Figarsky.  He was a 
member of the Brothers of Joseph Synagogue in Norwich.

Abraham is survived by children: David A. Figarsky, Deb-
orah R. Figarsky and life partner Philip M. Small, Philip E. 
Figarsky and wife Deborah Kudej Figarsky; grandchildren:  
Adam Louis Figarsky and wife Elizabeth, Kim Bucko and 
husband Aaron, Kenn Armstrong III and wife Melanie, Sara 
Figarsky Morrison and Paul Maracic, Ezra Figarsky Morri-
son, Ilana Figarsky Morrison, Anna Figarsky Morrison and 
Eric Foley, Andrew Small and Emma Connell, Rebecca Small 

and husband Seth Fink, Jennifer Small, Jessica Festa, David Festa and 
wife Karen, Courtney Figarsky and Richard House, Benjamin Figarsky 
and Sydny Hamilton, great-grandchildren: Jack Abraham and  Stella Fi-
garsky, Avery, Jack, and Evan Bucko, Isabella and Emilia Festa, Brayden 
and Brody House, Ava Irene Figarsky and Vivian Fink; brother Philip 
and wife Sheila Figarsky, sister in law Mildred Goldstein as well and 
many nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.  

Abe was predeceased by the love of his life Irene, daughter-in-law 
Karen Armstrong (David) and his brother George Figarsky.

A graveside service was held on Wednesday November 18, 2020 
at 11:00 at Hebrew Benevolent Cemetery #3, Middle Rd, Preston, CT.

Donations may be made in Abraham’s memory to the charity of 
one’s choice.

To leave an online condolence please visit www.churchandallen.
com.

Abraham A. Figarsky
By Penny Schwartz, JTA

Polish architects Maria 
Piechotka and her late husband 
recognized the significance of 
the wooden synagogues from the 
17th and 18th century as unique 
to their country — the architec-
ture and the richly colored mu-
rals.

“It was as if local Jews found 
the solution to the prohibition 
in the second commandment,” 
Piechotka once said, noting the 
commandment about graven im-
ages, in an interview for a docu-
mentary.

Piechotka and husband Ka-
zimierz, who were not Jewish, re-
covered and advanced the knowl-
edge about those centuries-old 
synagogues. Almost none sur-
vived the Holocaust. They also 
fought in the resistance during 
World War II.

Piechotka died Saturday in 
Warsaw. She was 100.

“The Jewish heritage world 
has lost a giant,” Ruth Ellen Gru-
ber wrote in a remembrance on 
Jewish Heritage Europe, noting 
that she was among those who 
were mentored by the couple.

As architecture students fol-
lowing World War II, the Piechot-
kas carried on the studies and 
documentation of synagogue 
architecture launched earlier by 
their Jewish colleagues at the 
Warsaw Institute of Technology, 
including Oskar Sosnowski and 
his protege, Szymon Zajczyk. 
Both had perished in the Holo-
caust.

The Piechotkas’ influential 
books include “Wooden Syna-
gogues,” first published in Pol-
ish in 1957 and two years later 
in English, and “Heaven’s Gates: 
Wooden Synagogues in the Ter-
ritories of the Former Polish-
Lithuanian Commonwealth,” 
published in 2004.

A legacy of Piechotka’s pio-
neering work is a stunning hand-
built, nearly full scale re-creation 
of the Gwozdziec Synagogue’s 
timber roof, its gloriously painted 
cupola and a hand-carved wood-
en bima that are the centerpiece 
of the core exhibit at the Polin 
Museum of the History of Polish 
Jews in Warsaw.

“We knew that if we didn’t 
capture this at this given instant, 
if, God forbid, these materials 
would be damaged, then a huge 
piece of culture, European cul-
ture, world culture, would be 
completely forgotten,” Piechotka 

In 2016, Maria Piechotka, left, received the Irena Sendler Memorial 
Award from Shana Penn, executive director of Taube Philanthropies, 
at the Polin Museum of the History of Polish Jews in Warsaw. (Cour-
tesy of Taube Philanthropies)

Maria Piechotka, dies at 100
said in “Raise the Roof,” an award-winning documentary that traces 
the making of the exhibit created by Rick and Laura Brown of the 
Handshouse Studio in Massachusetts.

She said the Jewish artists who painted the interior, and signed 
their work, created a visual language of symbolic imagery.

“And this was the absolute uniqueness of these synagogues built 
here,” Piechotka said.

In 2016, Piechotka was awarded the Irena Sendler Memorial Award 
from Taube Philanthropies.

“Poles and Jews inside and outside of Poland are deeply indebted 
to the Piechotkas for their historic contributions to the recovery, pres-
ervation and memory of Jewish heritage in Poland,” the foundation’s 
executive director, Shana Penn, said at the ceremony held at the Polin 
Museum.

136 Sachem Street
Norwich CT 06360

860-889-2374
Fax 860-886-2396

Memorial

It’s never too late to  
show your support

The Jewish Leader Newspaper counts on your financial support 
to publish 24 issues each year. While many of you respond gen-

erously to our Annual 
Appeal every January, 
there are those who 
lose track of the appeal 
letter and think it’s too 
late to send a check this 
late in the year. 

Just know, it’s NEV-
ER TOO LATE! The 
expenses don’t stop 
and for those who still 
would like to send their 
contribution in support 

of the Leader for this year please make your check payable to Jew-
ish Leader, memo line – 2020 appeal and remit to Jewish Leader, 
28 Channing St., New London, CT 06320. If you prefer to pay by 
credit card, please contact Mimi at 860-442-8062. 

And THANK YOU!

http://www.churchandallen.com
http://www.churchandallen.com
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Israel’s favorite Jewish holiday TEDDY WEINBERGER
© 2020, Teddy Weinberger

I had a determinedly blasé attitude toward Hanukah growing up: 
America’s retailers were not going to cause me to accord this mi-
nor Jewish holiday with the equivalent importance of Christmas for 
Christians. Hanukah was going to be for me what it had been for Jews 
throughout the centuries: lighting the Hanukah menorah each night 
for an 8-day period during the darkest time of the year, and eating po-
tato latkes. 

To get an understanding of how minor a religious holiday Hanu-
kah is, one just needs to open a traditional siddur and look at the tiny 
letters introducing “al hanisim” (“for your miracles”), the special Ha-
nukah insert recited during each of the 3 daily Amidah prayers. The 
introduction says that if you forgot to put in the special insert, you do 
not repeat the prayer. 

Apparently due to the fact that Hanukah has none of the restric-
tions of the Sabbath or the major holidays, it is close enough to week-
day time so that if you prayed a completely “regular” Amidah, you 
fulfilled your religious obligation (whereas if one forgets to give the 
Sabbath or major holiday its due during the Amidah, one needs to re-
peat the whole lengthy prayer again). A person taking their cue from 
the siddur, then, would not be overly persuaded of Hanukah’s relative 
importance in Judaism. 

All this goes to explain why it has taken me almost a quarter of a 
century to see the obvious: Hanukah is “the favorite religious holiday 
of secular Jews” (as a writer in Haaretz put it). Hanukah in Israel has 

managed to capture the hearts 
of all Israelis, religious and non-
religious. How did this happen? 
The answer starts as early as in-
fant care: In almost every one of 
these programs, even in the heart 
of secular Israel (where I now 
live), children as young as a few 
months old come home with me-
norahs with their names on it and 
are taught all the various Israeli 
Hanukah songs (and there are a 
lot of them!). 

These songs and customs get 
repeated all throughout grade 
school and beyond--so that by the 
time an Israeli turns into an adult 
the Hanukah tradition touches 
some warm place in their being.

Israeli society in general pro-
motes Hanukah by the following: 
donuts (not just jelly but also 
fancy ones) start appearing in 
bakeries more than a month be-

fore the holiday, children are off from school 
(which often means that parents will take at 
least some vacation days during Hanukah), 
there are candle lightings at most public 
events and workplaces, and if you are going 
to a private lighting at the home of friends or 
family, it is totally acceptable to leave work 
at 3:00 or 4:00 in the afternoon--and no eye-
brows will be raised if this occurs several 
times during the holiday. 

At the communal lighting I organized in my building on Hanukah 
last year, I was glad to see several people who obviously had left work 
early in order to make it to our apartment by 6:00 p.m. When I ex-
plained that we followed the Ashkenazi custom and that everyone 
could light a menorah (traditionally, Sephardim just have one menorah 
per household), I was happy to see that all present wanted to light—
and knew the blessings in Hebrew. Okay, okay, so the Israeli melody for 
Hanukah candle-lighting is not as good (to my ears) as the American 
one, and many Israelis mistakenly say “amen” at the end of their own 
blessing (a redundancy), but the point is: here was a group of primar-
ily secular Israelis engaged in the key religious ritual of the holiday. 
Who wudda thunk it? Even without any association with Christmas, 
Hanukah has achieved fabulous popularity in Israel. Maybe there is 
something special about this holiday after all.

By Yaakov Katz, Jerusalem Post
The bill Yesh Atid is bringing on Wednesday to disperse the Knesset 

looks as if it was tailor-made for Benny Gantz.
The vote will be on a preliminary reading of the bill. There are still 

three more readings that need to pass before the Knesset disperses, a 
process that can be dragged out for weeks.

This is classic Gantz – drag things out, wait, remain in a holding 
pattern and hope that something comes your way. If it doesn’t, then 
anyhow on December 23 – the deadline to pass a budget – the Knesset 
will come to an end. Gantz won’t even have to do anything.

That is how his speech on Tuesday night sounded. The first part 
was actually impressive and included the attack: Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, he said, was a “serial violator of promises” who 
politicized management of the coronavirus and lied when signing a 
coalition agreement that he would pass a budget and rotate out of the 
Prime Minister’s Office.

But Gantz, like Gantz, couldn’t go all the way. After announcing that 
his party would vote to disperse the Knesset, he couldn’t bring himself 
to shut the door on a possible solution. “Bring a budget immediately, 
pass it and guarantee the unity government,” he said, almost pleading 
with Netanyahu to save him, as well as the government.

The truth is that for most of his career, this strategy worked. In July 
2009, Gantz was serving as the IDF military attaché in Washington, 
looking at retirement. Then-defense minister Ehud Barak wanted Yoav 
Gallant to be the deputy chief of staff; then-chief of staff Gabi Ashke-
nazi wanted Gadi Eisenkot. In the end, as a compromise, they chose 
Gantz.

Fast forward to 2011, when just months after retiring and hanging 
up his uniform, Gantz was called back to the IDF to serve as chief of 
staff after the appointment of Gallant had to be rescinded.

In both cases, Gantz did not expect to get the job. In both cases he 
got it by pure luck, a method that has kind of been the story of his 
political career. When he decided in 2018 to run for political office, 
he initially believed that if he squeezed out enough seats, he could be 
defense minister in a Benjamin Netanyahu-led government. Becoming 
prime minister was not even an option at that initial stage.

But all that changed – and Gantz now faces a dilemma the likes of 
which he has only once before needed to consider when he split from 
Yair Lapid in April: Does he now go down fighting – and hope that a 

ANALYSIS -- Gantz’s dilemma: Fight 
now or hope luck will shine again

fight wins him back some votes 
– or does he hold out, agree to 
some compromise that buys 
some more time, and hope that 
the luck that made him chief of 
staff will once again shine his 
way?

It is a dilemma with bad 
options for Gantz. On the one 
hand, having Blue and White 
vote to disperse the Knesset 
might feel like he is taking the 
reins for the first time in this 
government. But in reality, he 
is simply following the lead set 
by Lapid, his former partner, 
who placed the bill on the parliament’s agenda.

On the other hand, if he had ordered his party to vote against dis-
persion, he would have been seen as once again caving into Netanyahu.

Deep down, Gantz would prefer to hold out and see if there is a deal 
to be reached with Netanyahu that would include the eventual passage 
of the budget and rotation of the Prime Minister’s Office. The problem 
is that he knows there is almost no chance that this will ever happen.

What has gotten Gantz concerned is the narrative Netanyahu is al-
ready pushing – that he is in favor of unity – and that Gantz, by sup-
porting elections, is opposed. The former IDF commander fears that 
this version will stick and that the public will believe Netanyahu, even 
though the Likud leader was the one who undermined this govern-
ment from its first day in office.

Gantz’s fears are not unfounded. After more than a million people 
voted for Netanyahu in three different elections despite his indictment 
and trial, Gantz should be worried that a similar result will come again.

With that said, Gantz should remember the slogan he used when 
joining politics in December 2018 – “Israel before all.”

If he still feels that way, then he would know that now is the time 
to bring down this government, which has been a colossal failure from 
the get go. Israel doesn’t have a budget despite being in the throes of a 
severe economic crisis; Israel is failing to contain the coronavirus due 
to political games; and Israel is more polarized today than ever before 

Alternate Prime Minister and Defense Minister Benny Gantz, (photo 
credit: MARC ISRAEL SELLEM)

in recent history.
If Israel is really before all, 

then Gantz already knows what 
is right. As Eli Wallach famously 
said in The Good, the Bad, and the 
Ugly: “When you have to shoot, 
shoot – don’t talk!”
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