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Help Charter Oak FCU give away $100,000

It’s August, so it’s time for Charter Oak Federal Credit Union’s
Matching Gifts program. The credit union will match all qualified
charitable donations made between Tuesday, August 18, 2020 and
Wednesday, November 25, 2020.
Charter Oak hopes the Matching Gifts Program will inspire you to
donate to your favorite 501(c)(3) charity like the Jewish Federation
of Eastern CT, so the JFEC will in turn be able to further their meaningful mission to positively impact the world. Donations must be at
least $25 and will be matched in increments of $25 ($25, $50, $75,
and $100, etc.). Charter Oak will match up to a maximum of $500
per member during these 100 days or until its Matching Gifts funding
limit is met.

The Israel Desk

A new JFEC initiative coming your way
By Marcia Reinhard, JFEC Ass’t Director
The JFEC’s Young Emissary program has been a very successful
one, bringing Israel closer to us, to our hearts and helping us form
wonderful personal relationships with the emissaries, their families,
our Afula/Gilboa Partnership community and so many others who we
would not have had the privilege to know otherwise.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic we will not be having Young Emissaries arrive “at our doorstep” at the end of this month as we have for
the last 19 years. In light of this, we are launching a new initiative that
will keep us engaged with Israel, our Partnership and even our past
emissaries. It is a way to continue their legacy and a way to keep our
community connected in many ways. The name of this program is “The
Israel Desk” with the sole purpose of bringing Israel to you!
We will bring you speakers from organizations like “StandWithUs,”
videos and programs from our Partnership region, Israeli films to
teach and entertain you, Israeli cooking classes by Israelis in our community and in Israel, important news events happening there and past
emissaries to engage with us virtually.
To start things off, we will begin a new column in the next issue
of the Jewish Leader, called, “Where Are They Now?” Each edition will
bring an article or two by our past emissaries beginning in September and take us all the way through May - almost the length of their
“shlichut” – their year of service with us. Watch for the new column
beginning with our Sept. 11 edition of the Leader when Eyal Sabag and
Amit Avraham, our very first Young Emissaries, will jump-start us off
by filling us in on their lives today.
If you have any questions about Israel or would like contact information for anyone in our partnership region including any past emissaries, please reach out to me at mreinhard@jfec.com. “The Israel
Desk” is your Israel information center so do not hesitate to use us as
a resource.
Our 100 days Campaign kicks off on Sunday, Sept. 13 and we are
very excited to be launching “The Israel Desk” in time. See you at the
kick-off!!

Last year Charter Oak members who are also JFEC members made contributions to the
Federation and submitted the
proper paperwork that allowed
the Federation to receive $2000
in matching funds from Charter
Oak. The easiest way to donate
is to access the Charter Oak website https//www.charteroak.
org. On their home page click
on the Community Giving tab
which drops down and allows
you to click on Matching Gifts
Program. Scroll down and you
will see a link to the Member
Request Form. Print out a copy,
complete it, and submit it with
your check made payable to the
Federation. Once paperwork and
check are received, the Federation gets on the Charter Oak website and electronically submits
information about your donation.
Timing is everything as this is a
popular program with Charter
Oak members and money runs
out fast. If you would like to double your efforts to help the Federation, make your donation today!

September 13 begins
100 Days of Giving

Join us on Sunday, September 13
at 4:00 pm as we
kick off our annual
giving
campaign
with style and fun!
Special guests include Mark Wilf,
Chairman of the
JFNA board and
owner of the Minnesota
Vikings,
Suzanne
Barton
Grant, past national campaign and Women’s Philanthropy Chair, and
comedian Joel Chasnoff-- all the way from Israel!
Email mimi@jfec.com, subject line – Kick Off to receive the zoom
login credentials.
During the next 100 days, we invite you to explore the Federation’s
impact locally, in Israel and around the world. From September 13
-December 31, we will highlight our programs and events and individuals whose lives are changed by our work.
We hope you will get involved with Federation events and be inspired to make meaningful contributions to Federation’s 2020 Annual
Campaign.
One hundred days, one community goal.
Watch for special films, like Shared Legacies: The African-American Jewish Civil Rights Alliance, and new senior events, like Tai
Chi, meditation with Rabbi Ken
Alter, tie-dye face masks and introspective talks from Maryashi
Sternberg.
Encountering Differences
will host an adult series of provocative webinars on race and
religion in our region. Best of all,
be on hand for the launch of the
new Community Calendar, designed to keep us all connected
and involved in meaningful, vibrant Jewish life.
PLEASE GIVE MORE - there
has never been a more critical
time to support your Jewish
Federation.
We’ve delivered 3,000 masks
September 16 @ 1:30 PM ET
to nursing homes and assisted
Join an all-star multi-generational celebrity family for a com- living facilities (see page 9 of this
munity gathering and L’chaim for the Jewish New Year.
paper for photos) and the need is
Jam-packed with inspiration and meaningful Federation still growing. We are helping offmoments, this campaign accelerator moment is a great way to set rental payments and utilities
begin the campaign year as a community as well as with Fed- bills, have given out dozens of air
erations from across North America for a national Jewish gath- conditioners, and the food bank
has been in overdrive--for every
ering you won’t want to miss.
There are two ways you can register -- go to the Federation’s 12 people we were feeding last
website (JFEC.com) where there is a live link to click on, or year, we are now feeding 60, and

Community Kvell

email mimi@jfec.com, subject line - Kvell and you will be sent
a link that will allow you to register.

GIVING CONT. ON PG 11
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President Rivlin visits Gaza border area

President Reuven Rivlin in conversation with firefighters near the
Gaza border area.
By Edgar Asher, Ashernet
On August 18, with tension rising in the south of Israel, President
Reuven Rivlin visited the Coordination and Liaison Administration
(CLA) at the Erez border crossing point and at sites where fires have
been set in the area around Gaza by incendiary-laden balloons.
Earlier in the day, the president together with Mayor of Netivot Yehiel Zohar inaugurated ‘Beit Nechama for Children and Young People’

Candle Lighting for Eastern CT area
Friday, Aug 28 • 7:11 pm
Friday, Sep 4
• 6:57 pm
Friday, Sep 11 • 6:45 pm
Friday, Sep 18 • 6:33 pm
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in the town, in memory of his late
wife Nechama.
The president spoke with
firefighters from the southern
district, together with the district commander of the Fire and
Rescue Service Lt.-Col. Shmulik
Friedman, following weeks of
incendiary kite and balloon attacks that have caused hundreds
of fires in the area around Gaza
and the south. The president
thanked the firefighters for the
determination and dedication
with which they do their jobs all
year long, but particularly at this
difficult and challenging time.
“You have to deal with threats
that deliberately and consistently
harm Israeli citizens going about
their daily lives,” the president
told the firefighters. “Terrorism
using incendiary devices is terrorism just like any other. You
are from here. You know the
lay of the land. We have nothing
against the people living in Gaza.
On the contrary, we want them to
be able to live in peace and quiet
and raise their children. But they
are being held hostage by Hamas,
which also thinks it has us in its
control. Hamas should know that
this is not a game. The time will
come when they must decide,
and if they want war - they will
get war.”
The President continued, “You
do wonderful work. You, the firefighters and the many volunteers
who join you, work around the
clock to deal with any threat and
I came here to tell you in person –

thank you very much for everything you do.”
Speaking about the damage done to agriculture from the fires, he
said, “There is nothing more painful than seeing this good earth go up
in flames. I want to offer my support to the farmers at this difficult
and painful time when they must deal with the threat of fires as well
as with the economic crisis from corona. The way the residents, the
farmers, the civilian security forces and you the firefighters stand firm
is an inspiration for us all.” © ASHERNET
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Hadassah News

Hadassah profiles: Q & A
Pepi Green: Past Chapter
Co-President: 2009-2013

1. Describe where
and how you grew up,
neighborhood, family.
I grew up in the
Squirrel Hill neighborhood of Pittsburgh, PA.
I was an only child, very
close to my parents and
also to my aunt, uncle
and first cousins who
lived a mile away. I was
involved in many activities at our Jewish Community Center (JCC). I
acted, danced, and sang
in all of the musical theater productions. From
January to May, I spent
every weekend rehearsing with friends. I also
did volunteer work with the JCC, visiting nursing home residents and
taking visually-impaired young adults shopping during the holiday
season.

2. What was your experience of Jewish life as a youngster?
We were members of the Tree of Life Synagogue where I attended
Hebrew School and was confirmed in the 10th grade. I attended Junior
Congregation and remember the beauty of the large sanctuary during
special events. I have wonderful memories of sharing holiday meals
with my family, attending b’nai mitzvah celebrations in New York,
Pittsburgh, and Detroit. Another influential childhood experience was
attending summer camp. Friday night Shabbat dinner was always special, with everyone dressed in their best white shorts and shirts, singing Jewish songs, and tearing into the fresh-baked challah.

3. When and how did the issues of Zionism and Israel become
important in your life and activites?
My mother was a member of “Pioneer Women” and we visited Israel in 1970 with her local chapter. I was very young, but still have special memories of sharing that experience with my parents. I remember
how my Dad loved history and was thrilled to visit all the ancient sites.
4. When and how were you introduced to Hadassah?
When I moved to Norwich in 1986 with my husband, Steve, and our
infant baby Sarah, I didn’t know anyone in CT. Kim Fischburg invited
me to a Hadassah gathering at her home and I was so happy to meet
new people and become part of my new community!

5. Describe your experience as Hadassah Co-President.
I served on the Board for years before my terms as Co-President
with Fran Hirschkowitz from 2009-2013. It was a time of many changes. Although our Norwich chapter was still active, membership was

slowly declining and our sister chapters in surrounding towns were
facing more serious challenges. With our hard-working Board, we
began the process of merging chapters with Colchester, New London,
and Willimantic. It was exciting to see the success of this merger and
the beginning of a vibrant new “Hadassah of Eastern Connecticut”. We
met new members, added new ideas and renewed our energy and
spirit. During my co-presidency with Fran, we celebrated Hadassah’s
Centennial: 1912-2012. We celebrated with a great Donor Brunch to
commemorate the past and anticipate a bright future. I am so gratified
that our hopes for the chapter have been fulfilled with our many successful programs and activities.

I love meeting people from
from different cultures so I enjoyed working as a Literacy
volunteer teaching English. I
stepped out of my comfort zone
to become a docent at the Mystic
Aquarium, learning about marine
animals and sharing information
over a loud speaker with the museum’s visitors.

7. What are the ideals and values that move you to contribute
your time and energy to community projects?
Having grown up in a large city with a large Jewish community, I
have really learned to love living in a small town where you can feel
the warmth of community. When my three children attended Solomon Schechter Academy, I loved the sense of community the school
cultivated and volunteered in almost every capacity. I organized the
Friday challah and breads from the Colchester Bakery, meat, and pizza
lunches, and served on the education committee. Working on projects
and events with Hadassah allows me to contribute and provides that
same sense of community spirit.

10. Your final thoughts on
your devotion to Hadassah, the
community and your hopes
and plans for the future.
I plan to continue working
with the dedicated women of our
Hadassah chapter as we raise
funds for all the work being done
at Hadassah Hospital, including
medical research, and outreach
as first responders around the
world. In fulfilling this mission,
I hope to strengthen our Jewish
community here in southeastern
CT.

6. What are your education, professional and work experiences?
I graduated from the University of Rochester with a BS degree in
Nursing. I worked as a labor and delivery nurse in Philadelphia before
attending graduate school at the University of Pennsylvania to study
nurse-midwifery. When we moved to Norwich, I worked at Backus
Hospital for a number of years. Recently, I entered the working world
again at the Spice and Tea Shop in Mystic.

8. What are some of the other community works you are doing
here besides Hadassah?

Hadassah Update from
Karen Bloustine, President
In case you missed some of our earlier ZOOM presentations, go to
Sheila Horvitz’s Facebook page or search for her name in You Tube.
She has interviewed Professor Emmanuel Rund on his work in in print
and film highlighting Holocaust history; Barbara Sofer, head of Public
Relations for Hadassah hospitals in Israel; asked questions of those
who read a Hadassah magazine article about the Catskills; and talked
with Michael Wolfe who wrote a personal list of his 40 favorite Jewish
foods.
The Connecticut Region Hadassah is offering a unique opportunity
to learn about “Our Heritage and Our Health, Ashkenazi Jewish Genetic Diseases Screening and Testing”.
On Tuesday, September 15, at 7 pm, Dr. Stuart Ditchek, MD,
FAAP, will share his extensive knowledge of this subject.
Be certain to listen and watch Sheila’s interview with Dr. Ditcheck
who is a mensch and has also pioneered an organization that offers
multiply handicapped children and adults , even those who are per-

9. Tell us about your family.
My husband, Dr. Steven Green,
and I have been married for 36
years. We have 3 children, all living now on the east coast. Sarah
is starting her practice as a pediatrician, Ben is a resident in
general surgery, and Meredith is
a massage therapist.

manently intubated, a chance to
travel and gain experiences of
many fun physical/sports activities.
Hadassah physicians are involved in studies with major
medical and university centers
around the world. It would be a
significant act of Tikkun Olam, if
their work resulted in a vaccine
for Covid 19. Hadassah Hospital
was among the first to use convalescent plasma therapy. The
medical center was able to use
the Round Building exclusively
for Covid 19 patients. That round
building was the former School
of Nursing. Hadassah was in the
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High Holiday Schedules
Congregation Beth El, 860-442-0418, New London
Congregation Beth El of New London will be holding High Holiday
services which can be viewed live online via Zoom or YouTube. All
are welcome to join us. Congregants will be receiving the Zoom
link by email prior to Rosh Hashanah. Guests who would like to
join us for our virtual services are asked to please call the Beth El
office to be given the Zoom link. Services can also be easily viewed
on our YouTube channel.
Collaborative Selichot, Sat., Sept. 12, 7:30 p.m.
Memorial Services:
Ohave Shalom Cemetery, Waterford,
Sun., Sept. 13, 10 a.m.
Beth El Cemetery, Groton, Sun., Sept. 13, 11:00 a.m.
Erev Rosh Hashanah, Fri., Sept. 18, 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Rosh Hashanah, 1st Day, Sat., Sept. 19, 9:30 a.m.
Rosh Hashanah, 2nd Day, Sun., Sept. 20, 9:30 a.m.
Tashlich at Ocean Beach, Sun., Sept. 20, 4:00 p.m.
Erev Yom Kippur, Sun., Sept. 27,
6:00 p.m. Mincha / 6:30 p.m. Kol Nidre
Yom Kippur, Mon., Sept. 28, 9:30 a.m. Morning service,
4:45 p.m. Mincha, 6:00 p.m. Neilah,
7:18 p.m. Final Shofar blowing and Havdalah

Beth Jacob Synagogue, 860-886-2459, Norwich
(all services on the ZOOM platform)
Rosh Hashanah
Friday night, September 18, 6:00 pm, Rosh Hashanah first
night (evening service)
Saturday morning, September 19, 9:00 am, Rosh Hashanah
first day (traditional-inspired service, commencing with the Torah
service)
Sunday morning, September 20, 9:00 am, Rosh Hashanah
second day (discussion, alternative-inspired service; Shofar service)
Tashlikh (to be announced)
Yom Kippur
Sunday night, September 27, 6:15 pm, Erev Yom Kippur (including Kol Nidrei)
Monday morning, September 28, 9:00 am, Yom Kippur day
service (including Yizkor)
Yom Kippur, Monday afternoon, September 28, 2:30 pm
discussion led by Rav Julius
Yom Kippur, Monday evening, September 28, 5:45 pm, Jonah
Haftarah and talk, led by Faye Ringel
Yom Kippur, Monday evening, September 28, 6:15 pm,
Ne’ilah, Ma-ariv
Break-fast (approximately) 7:15 pm
More information about the services will be forthcoming. Zoom
invitations will be sent to all members. If you have a relative or
friend that you would like to join with us, please contact Rav Julius
– ravjulius@gmail.com.

Congregation Ahavath
Achim, 860-537-2809,
Colchester

We welcome Canor Tami
Cherdak Sherman to lead us in
the high Holiday Services.
Tami has led worship
music for over 27 years. She
served as music director for
Kol Haverim in Glastonbury,
CT from 1995-2020. Tami has
performed and recorded in a
variety of musical genres ranging from popular contemporary
music, Broadway, Big Band and
Operatic music.
For tickets contact our office.
Schedule
Erev Rosh Hashana September
18, 6:30 PM zoom only
September 19, 20 On site or
zoom
Rosh Hashanah Day 1 and
Day 2, 10 AM-12 Noon
Kol Nidre-September 27, 6:30
PM on site or zoom
Yom KIppur Day-September 28,
10 AM onsite and zoom
Neilah Service, 6:30 PM onsite
and zoom

Congregation B’nai
Shalom, 125 Church St.,
Putnam
High Holiday Services
Friday, September 18, Virtual
Erev Rosh Hashanah Services,
with Rabbi Falk, 7:00 PM.
Sat., Sept. 19, Virtual Rosh
Hashanah Services at 9:30 AM
on the first day.
Sun., Sept. 20, Virtual Rosh Hashanah Services on the second
day at 9:30 AM.
Outdoor Shofar Service at
4:00 PM, with Tashlich to
follow.
(Masks and social distancing
required.)
Sun., Sept. 27, Virtual Kol Nidre
at 6:30 PM, following cello selections by Zoom at 6:00 PM.
Mon, Sept. 28, Virtual Yom
Kippur Services at 9:30 AM, with
Yiskor at 11:00 AM.
Virtual Concluding services
at 6:00 PM, with the virtual
shofar sounding at 7:30 PM.
Contact Sue Stern at susandstern@gmail.com for the zoom
links.

Temple Emanu-El, 860-443-3005, Waterford
All members are welcome to attend services via Zoom; however,
preregistration for services is required.
See your weekly e-mail or the temple website calendar and click
on the service for registration information. Guests are welcome,
but they need to preregister.
If Zoom does not work for you, you may participate in services
by watching YouTube Live. Note there may be a short delay in start
times when watching on YouTube.
Cemetery Visit
Rabbi Marc Ekstrand and Cantorial Soloist Sherry Barnes will
be social distancing with masks at the Hebrew Benevolent Society
Cemetery #3 & #4 on Middle Rd. in Preston on Sunday, Sept. 13,
from 1:00 P.M - 2:00 P.M.
Machzor (Prayerbook) Pickup for congregants, Monday, September 14
•
Drive through at Temple Emanu-El (don’t get out of your
car)
•
Rabbi Marc and Cantorial Soloist Sherry will greet you
with a set of High Holiday Machzorim and a holiday gift
bag.
•
Pick which time works for you: 10:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.
or 6:00 P.M. – 8:00 P.M.
•
Return Prayer books by driving though on Oct. 5, same
time schedule as pick up.
Schedule of services
Friday, September 18, 8 PM Erev Rosh Hashanah Service
Saturday, September 19,
10 AM Rosh Hashanah Morning Service
2 PM Rosh Hashanah Children’s service (zoom link different
from adult service)
6 PM Tashlich and Havdalah, symbolically cast off your sins
at your favorite body of water while on Zoom. Bring your
own breadcrumbs, shofar, havdalah candle (look in gift
bag), spices, and wine/juice
Sunday, September 27, 8 PM Erev Yom Kippur/Kol Nidre Service
Monday, September 28 10 AM Yom Kippur Morning Service
Yom Kippur Discussion
“Are Jews less racist than other Americans?” Following on the
Rabbi’s sermon on Black Lives Matter, we will discuss whether Jews
have some special sensitivity to discriminated minorities due to our
history or whether the sensitivity has evaporated over time.
Monday, September 28, Yom Kippur Children’s Service 2:00 P.M.
(zoom link different from adult)
Yom Kippur Afternoon Service 4:00 P.M.
Yom Kippur Yizkor 5:00 P.M.
Yom Kippur Neilah 6:00 P.M.
Havdalah (look in gift bag for candle)
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By

Artie
Dean
Zack Kuperman - 2024, Part 2
By Artie Dean
Previously. . .As he daydreamed of better times the echo of his father’s voice rose in his mind. Forget your foolish dreams, Zach. In this
world you get what you can take, and don’t let anyone play you for a sap.
Then he noticed the lights on in what used to be the synagogue’s
sanctuary. Now that’s strange, hasn’t been anyone allowed in there for
years. He leaned his bike against a light post and moved forward cautiously. He put an ear to the glass door, puzzled at the sound of voices
chanting in unison. “Hallelujah,” they seemed to be singing.
***
Zach peered through the door, straining to see the source of the
singing. Then he shouldered the door, surprised how easily it gave way.
He stepped inside the foyer and glanced down the hall to what used to
be the chapel. How can a light be shining when the electricity’s been cut
off? As he neared the chapel an elderly man draped in a tallis stepped
out of the chapel, into the hall.
“Ah, good, we have our tenth,” the man said, glancing at the Jewish
star hanging from the boy’s neck. Then he said under his breath, “How
old are you, my boy?”
“Almost fourteen,” Zach said, warily.
“Excellent, excellent, come right in,” the man said and put a hand
on Zach’s shoulder, ushering him towards the light that shone over the
ark.
Zach glanced around the room at nine men. Zach wondered at the

you’re invited
TO A VIRTUAL

HAPPY HOUR

& MEMBERSHIP DRIVE!
Please join Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood
as we schmooze with old friends
and welcome new ones.
Tuesday, September 22 • 7 pm
Zoom link will be sent via email

SWEET

Also, we’ll be announcing our
Kick-Off Event!
You won’t want to miss it!

black straps bound on their left
arms, a little black box affixed
to their foreheads. He’d heard of
people worshiping back in his
father’s time, never thought he’d
see it done—not since prayer in
organized groups had been banished.
“You know, it’s a special mitzvah to be the tenth man for our
minyan,” the old man said, with
such warmth that Zach found it
impossible to refuse.
“I’ve never…I can’t.”
“Praying’s not a sin.”
“Unless they catch you.”
The old man winked. He put
a tallis around Zach’s shoulders.
Then he opened a small velvet
bag, removed a set of tefillin, and
then fixed them on Zach’s arm
and head. Then came the wrapping, the strap nearly cutting the
blood from Zach’s fingers.
“Your grandfather would have
been proud of you,” the old man
said.
Zach’s jaw dropped. He’d
heard stories. “You knew him?”
“He was the type of man who
always tried to do the right thing.”
Every impulse Zach had was
to run, but something about the
murmuring voices seemed reassuring. He stayed till the meeting
broke up, reading the prayers in
English, wondering if God created everything, why did he also
create the virus.
***
Despite his doubts, Zach
found himself drawn to the 660
Ocean building each morning after he finished delivering the Day
paper. At first, he was surprised
to find the old man waiting, but
something about the minyan
made him feel needed.
So he returned, day after day,
week after week. He never told
a single soul, and certainly not
his father. “Good deeds are their
own reward,” the old man would
sometimes say when they parted.
One day the old man tucked
a set of tefillin in Zach’s jacket
pocket as he was leaving.
“Bring these with you. They’ll
come in handy one day,” the old
man said.
Zach protested, uneasy about
accepting such a gift, should his
father ever find out, but the old
man persisted
About a month later, Zach was
delivering the last Day papers on
his route, when, in the distance,
in the direction of the new Lawrence and Memorial Hospital
parking garage he heard someone screaming. His first impulse
was to escape, to turn his bike
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around and head for home. Avoid getting involved in other people’s
troubles, he imagined his father saying. You’ll live longer. Despite misgivings he pedaled into the deserted garage, searching for the source
of the screams. A flurry of motion behind a pillar and the glint of a
knife caught his eye.
Someone was whimpering in the struggle. “Don’t, please,”
“Hold still, a deep voice said.
Every muscle in Zach’s body tensed. Run, don’t get involved.
“Help me,” a girl’s voice was saying.
Zach caught sight of a teenage girl’s face, about his own age, and a
much larger man yanked a gold locket from the necklace around her
throat. His paw-of-a-hand held her throat. The fright in her eyes made
the little hairs on the back of Zach’s neck bristle.
The spit seemed to dry up in Zach’s mouth. “Stop, he said in a small
voice.
The man froze and glared with laughing eyes. “Or you’ll do what?”
He took a step towards Zach, the knife extended.
“Run!” Zach yelled.
The girl bit the large man’s hand, twisted from his grasp and then
staggered to Zach’s side.
There are some moments that define a life, moments of cowardice,
moments of courage. There’s a time to run, and a time to fight. As Zach
Kuperman faced a man twice his size, he realized immediately that this
was not a moment for stupidity.
He ran towards the elevator, which was just then opening.
“I thought so,” the large man was saying, laughing, lurching forward
to grab for the girl’s arm.
But, by then, Zach had hold of the fire alarm mounted on the wall
beside the elevator. He yanked hard. Lights flashed. An alarm shrieked.
“Security to garage level four,” a recorded voice was saying.
Unseen, two guards gulped down a last bit of coffee and dashed out
of the guard house towards the garage.
The large man glared, as the girl scampered out of his reach.
“This is far from over,” the man yelled. He put a hand beneath his
jacket, as if to withdraw a weapon. Zach froze. This can’t be my end.
Heavy footsteps sounded nearby. A door burst open and the guards
jumped into view. But, by now, the large man was taking aim.
Zach squeezed his eyes shut. Oh, my God.
To be continued. . .

SHANAH
TOVAH!

Enjoy your very own
PJ Library
Rosh Hashanah Kit
filled with
crafts and games
apples and honey
shofar blowing fun
PJ Library will deliver a kit to your
home or you can arrange to pick it up
in Willimantic or New London on
Friday, September 11th.

Reserve Your Kit
by September 9, 2020
Contact Barbara Wolfe
pjlibrary@jfec.com
860.442.8062
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Gaucho Marx?

By Carol Goodman Kaufman
Growing up in a small community, just about every Jew I knew was
Ashkenazi. My friends’ parents were engaged in business, law, medicine, engineering, teaching, and accounting. Nothing, in my young
girl’s mind, particularly exciting. So when I learned about the Jewish
cowboys of Argentina, the image of those gauchos galloping across the
Pampas grasslands atop their steeds captured my imagination. (It still
does.) But how did these Yiddish-speaking Jews become folk heroes
in South America?
But I get ahead of myself. Jewish presence in Argentina began well
before the gauchos came to town. With the Alhambra decree, Spain expelled its Jews who refused to convert to Catholicism. Many headed to
South America and conversos, or crypto-Jews, came along with them,
perhaps thinking that life would be easier in the New World. However,
the Inquisition followed them to Argentina and, fearing more oppression, most of those conversos assimilated into the population. Once
Argentina declared its independence from Spain in 1816, its General
Assembly abolished the Inquisition and an organized Jewish community developed.
Of course, persecution wasn’t confined to the lands under Spanish
domination. Just few decades later, due to various conflicts and revolutions in Spain, Italy, the Slavic nations, and France, more immigrants
arrived, among them Jews who brought their Ashkenazi practices and
culture to the Sephardic mix.
Among the Eastern European immigrants arriving in Argentina in
the late 19th century were Ashkenazi Jews fleeing pogroms and poverty. And, just like their fellow immigrants to the United States, many
brought with them socialist political sensibilities first developed in
their homelands (along with Zionism and even anarchism), and they
became active in establishing labor unions.
Among the newcomers to Argentina in 1889 were 824 “Rusos”
(Russians). And this is where the story of the gaucho begins. These
cowhands needed help to launch their new lives, so they solicited help
from the philanthropist Baron Maurice de Hirsch and his Jewish Colonization Association.
Three factors influenced de Hirsch in his decision to fund the Rusos. First, he knew that the 1853 Argentinian constitution guaranteed
religious freedom. Second, he knew that Argentina was encouraging
immigration. Third, and most important, he believed that Jews needed to be self-sufficient. So, the baron put his money where his beliefs
were and helped masses of Jews desperate to flee the waves of vicious
pogroms ravaging the Russia Empire, and purchased about a million
and a half acres of land in Argentina. And that is where the gauchos
rode the range.
More immigrants arrived in the early years of the 20th century, from
Europe, Morocco, and the Ottoman Empire, adding Mizrahim to the
Sephardi and Ashkenazi melting pot.
As the Tribe’s history has a way of repeating itself, life hasn’t always
been grand for the Jews of Argentina. The country closed its doors to
Jews fleeing persecution during the Holocaust, but welcomed Nazis

Energy Saving Windows & Doors!

fleeing prosecution after the
war’s end. Among the war criminals finding refuge in Argentina
was the infamous Adolph Eichmann.
Although as Argentina’s Minister of War, Juan Peron had
signed Argentina’s declaration of
war against the Axis, as President
he allowed Nazis to immigrate.
At the same time, he established
diplomatic relations with Israel
and was the first to allow Jews
to hold public office. When Peron
was overthrown, anti-Semitic
activity increased dramatically,
and reached its height during the
repressive and deadly military
junta rule of the 1970s and 80s.
Migration patterns reversed, and
many Jews fled Argentina, heading to Israel, Europe, and North
America.
Then, in the 1990s, terrorists attacked two Jewish institutions in Buenos Aires, bombing
the Israeli Embassy and Jewish
Community Center, killing 85 and
wounding hundreds. More Jews
left the country, most heading to
Israel.
Despite the loss of over 45,000
Jews since 1955, Argentina still
has the largest Jewish population
of any in Latin America.

ORDER FACTORY DIRECT!

Vinyl Replacement & New Construction Windows
Storm Windows & Commercial Aluminum
Professional Installation Available

860.848.9258
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Argentina: Cazuela Gaucho (Chicken Stew)

Serves 12
Jewish cowboys? You bet! Back in 1889 a group of 824 Russian
Jews fleeing poverty and pogroms in Russia arrived in Argentina and
became gauchos, or cowboys. This recipe for chicken stew was reportedly cooked over an open campfire by those gauchos, in a clay pot
known as a cazuela. Hence, the name of the dish. If you don’t happen
to have a campfire handy, you can still make this recipe in your kitchen.
Although the basic ingredients are the same as in the original recipe, I’ve cut down the number of steps involved after it took me almost
three hours to prepare the recipe the first time around. I can’t detect a
difference in flavor.
Ingredients
1 cut-up chicken or just parts that you like
Flour for dredging
Olive oil
2 large carrots, sliced thick
4 potatoes, peeled and cut into chunks
½ lb. pumpkin or other winter squash, cut into chunks
1 large parsnip, sliced thick
2 large onions, sliced
3 cloves garlic, minced
2 teaspoons paprika
1 bay leaf
Salt and pepper
¼ cup white wine
2 quarts chicken broth
½ cup barley
1 cup frozen corn kernels
1 cup frozen peas
½ lb. green beans, cut into 1-inch pieces
1 egg, beaten

Directions:
Heat 3 tablespoons of the oil in a large pot or Dutch oven.
Dredge the chicken pieces in seasoned flour.
Sauté the chicken until golden brown on all sides.
Set aside.
Sauté the onions and garlic in the pot.
Return the chicken to the pot along with all the vegetables.
Add paprika, bay leaf, white wine, salt and pepper and chicken
stock to barely cover the stew.
Bring to a boil, cover, and reduce the heat to a simmer.
Cook for 20 minutes and add barley.
Cover and continue cooking for 40 minutes.
Beat the egg.
Add a little of the hot liquid from the pan and beat the egg vigorously.
Add the egg to the pot and stir.
Add green beans and peas and cook for 5 more minutes.
Taste the stew and correct the seasoning, if necessary.
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Sisterhood Happy Hour &
Membership Drive
The Temple Emanu-El Sisterhood will be holding a virtual Happy
Hour & Membership Drive on Tuesday, Sept. 22 at 7:00 p.m. on
Zoom. Please join us as we gather with old friends and greet some
new ones!
In addition to Temple Emanu-El members, Sisterhood welcomes all
Jewish women of Southeastern CT and the surrounding area. Annual
dues of $36 may be paid in advance or prior to our complimentary
Kick-off event in October -- a sweet event which will be announced
during our virtual Happy Hour. You won’t want to miss it!
For more information on Sisterhood membership and the Zoom
link to join us, please contact Merrill Mazzella at mazzellaa@sbcglobal.net.

It’s never too late...

The Jewish Leader Newspaper counts on your financial support
to publish 24 issues each year. While many of you respond generously to our Annual Appeal every January, there are those who lose
track of the appeal letter and think it’s too late to send a check this
late in the year.
Just know, it’s NEVER TOO LATE! The expenses don’t stop and
for those who still would like to send their contribution in support
of the Leader please make your check payable to Jewish Leader,
memo line – 2020 appeal and remit to Jewish Leader, 28 Channing St., New London, CT 06320. If you prefer to pay by credit
card, please contact Mimi at 860-442-8062.
And THANK YOU!

Exciting opportunity for
Jewish Teens
Choosing a college with our teens is one of the most exciting, life
changing decisions we’ll do together as parents. But let’s be honest…it
can get pretty stressful. It is for this reason that we are now bringing
CTeen University to the community of Eastern CT.
CTeenU is a program in partnership with Yeshiva University, to give
10th, 11th and 12th graders the chance to advance their resume and
college career, while taking a deep dive into Jewish philosophy.
There is no homework involved, making this course a minimal time
commitment for the busy teen (phew!).
Here are the details:
•
Classes will be held once a week on Wednesday evenings, 7:30
pm - 8:30 pm for 14 weeks starting this October.
•
The course will be taught by Rabbi Aizik Schwei.
•
Students taking the course will earn 2 private college credits.

More importantly, the teens will be studying the foundations of
classic Jewish thought, covering ideas such as, how do we ascertain
that the Torah is true? And, what does it mean to believe in G-d?
The more questions the better! Students are encouraged to make
their learning personal by sharing ideas, feelings, and engaging in a
thoughtful dialogue about key issues.

About Yeshiva University

Yeshiva University credits have been accepted to many different
colleges throughout the country, including highly selective schools,

Synagogues
resume joint
services with
Selichot,
September 12
The local area liberal synagogues of Eastern Connecticut -- Ahavath Achim, Beth El,
Beth Jacob, Bnai Israel, and
Emanu-El, are once again coming together to jointly present an “Evening of Selichot”
on September 12, 7:30 pm,
on the ZOOM platform, with
a projected finish at about
8:30-9:00. Members of the
participating synagogues are
all invited. And if you are not
a member of any of the Synagogues but would like to attend, please reach out to one of
them for information.
The evening will be led by
the High Holy Day chazzanim
from the area synagogues who
will share with us some of the
upcoming highlights of this
year’s prayer services. In addition, we will be celebrating
Havdallah, and engage in the
change of Torah covers and
other features that highlight
the Days of Awe that we are
approaching.
For further details, please
contact any of the rabbis of the
participating synagogues.

state colleges, liberal arts colleges, public flagships, specialized
programs, and many more.
Rabbi Schwei looks forward to
teaching your child on Zoom this
fall. With G-d’s help, he will do all
he can do to make sure your child
is engaged, interactive and happy
learning this course, giving you
Nachas at the same time!
For more information and
for scholarships please contact Rabbi Aizik Schwei at
CteenEasternCT@gmail.com
or call 860.772.4478. To sign up
or to ask your own questions
about the program, head on over
to www.cteenu.com.
*CTeen of Eastern CT is the local chapter of an international++
network for Jewish teenagers, who
are discovering themselves and
looking to connect with their Jewish identity. CTeen is a warm, fun,
social, and educational experience
that enables one to feel supported,
valued, and build meaningful relationships.
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Realtor Corner
Not all real estate agents
are created equal
By Geoff Hausmann
In today’s fast-paced world where answers
are just a Google search away, there are some who may question the
benefits of hiring a real estate professional when selling a house. The
reality is, the addition of more information can lead to more confusion.
A real estate agent can be your essential guide, but truth be told, not all
agents are created equal. Finding the right agent for you and your family should be your top priority when you’re ready to sell your house.
The right agent is the person who can truly walk you through the
whole process, look out for your best interest, and seamlessly lead you
through all the steps along the way. In today’s complex market, the
way we execute real estate transactions is changing constantly, especially as more elements can be done virtually. Making sure you have
the best advice on your side is more important than ever.
So, how do you choose the perfect agent?
It starts with trust. You must trust the advice this person is going to
give you, and you’ll want to begin by making sure you’re connected to
a true professional. An agent can’t give you perfect advice because it’s
impossible to know exactly what’s going to happen at every turn – especially in this unique market. A true professional agent can, however,
give you the best advice possible based on the information and situation at hand, helping you make the necessary adjustments and best
decisions along the way. The right agent – the professional – will get
you the best offer available. That’s exactly what you want and deserve.
What do you need to trust your agent to do?
1. Navigate the Process
There are over 230 possible steps that take place during a successful real estate transaction. Don’t you want someone who has been
there before, someone who knows what these actions are, to ensure
you have a positive selling experience?
2. Negotiate on Your Behalf
Today, hiring a trusted and talented negotiator could save you
thousands, perhaps tens of thousands of dollars. Each step – from the
buyer submitting an original offer, to the possible renegotiation of that
offer after a home inspection, to the potential cancellation of the deal
based on a troubled appraisal – you need someone who can keep the
deal together until it closes.
3. Price Your House Competitively
There’s so much information in the news and on the Internet about
home sales, prices, and mortgage rates. How do you know what’s going on in our local area? Who do you turn to in order to competitively
and correctly price your home at the beginning of the selling process?
Dave Ramsey, known as the financial guru, advises:
When getting help with money, whether it’s insurance, real estate,
or investments, you should always look for someone with the heart of
a teacher, not the heart of a salesman.
Hiring a trusted professional who has a finger on the pulse of the
market and is eager to help you learn will make your experience an
informed and educated one. You need someone who’s going to tell you
the truth, not just what they think you want to hear.
Bottom Line
Today’s real estate market is highly competitive. Having a trusted
professional who’s been there before to guide you through the process
is a simple step that will give you a huge advantage when you’re ready
to sell your house. Let’s make it happen together.
Thanks to my friends at KCM who wrote this article.
Please remember you can search for homes at www.CallTheHouseMan.com. Do you have a question about real estate? Advice/
responses will be made by: Geoff Hausmann, RE/MAX on the Bay, 860443-4400, Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com
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Covid-19 won’t stop us!

By Jack Haynes
Our JFEC sponsored Yachad BBYO chapter board
has been very busy over the course of the last couple
of weeks. Not long after the new board was elected,
we got right down to business. On Friday, August 21,
Yachad BBYO joined together with Rabbi Marc, Sherry
Barnes and Temple Emanu-El to have a virtual service.
Members of Yachad and members of the temple were
encouraged to tune in. Several teens read Hebrew
and English parts throughout the service. It was a
great way to be reminded of the amazing community
we have all around us. Although social distancing is
temporary, family is forever.
In addition to planning and leading the joint service, Yachad’s board participated in a virtual convention called, “B’Yachad” (not to be confused with our
chapter name – just a coincidence.) B’Yachad is usually
a weekend long convention that takes place in a hotel

bers attended a zoom call over
the course of three days. We
learned all about new safety
procedures, how to effectively
be a board member, and, just
like at the hotel conventions,
we met new people and reconnected with those we knew!
To finish off the B’Yachad virtual convention, the board met
in person at Hannah Linder’s
house, the home of her grandmother Rena Linder. Hannah,
Yachad’s N’siah (President), and
her grandmother provided their
backyard to make it possible for
the board to safely meet and
talk about the upcoming pro-

in Danbury or Hartford where the board members of
the region’s chapters gather together to prepare for
the upcoming year and reconnect with friends from
the past year and make new ones.
This year, B’Yachad went virtual to maintain social distancing protocols. Three pairs of board mem-

grams throughout the year. At
this
meeting,
we tuned into
Zoom again to
meet with the
whole
region
led by our Regional
Directors, to discuss
programming
ideas
and
schedules
in
the
coming
months.
Unlike other years,
there are tons
of new safety
protocols which
will help us to
have fun and
engage in in-person programs while staying safe. BBYO
is very serious about COVID-19 and wants to make sure
everyone involved can have a great time while being
smart and staying safe.
Board members, Jack Haynes, Simone Lerner, Ethan

Novick, Bayla McCaffrey, Hannah Linder and our Advisor Marcia Reinhard sat in lawn chairs placed 6 feet
apart and sported the new BBYO face masks. For three
hours, we looked through our calendars and carefully
and thoughtfully chose dates for events, fundraisers,
and meetings. By the end, we were pleased with what
we scheduled over the next four months and how we
will engage the teens in our community. It took some
thought and creativity, but with a combination of inperson and virtual events, it is shaping up to be a good
start to the 2020-21 season. Although COVID-19 is restricting us in certain ways, Yachad BBYO will continue
to have an exciting, fun, and most importantly, safe programming year!
The Yachad BBYO board wishes to thank Mrs. Rena
Linder for allowing us the use of her backyard which
made our in-person meeting possible.
For information on how to become involved in our
Yachad BBYO chapter, please email Regan Kaye, Membership Chair, at kayer@region18.org or our Advisor
Marcia Reinhard at mreinhard@jfec.com.

Jack Haynes is a Senior at East Lyme High School and
the Communication Chair for our Yachad BBYO Chapter. Jack enjoys posting on social media and putting his
skills to work for the chapter.

BBYO Yachad Chapter leads zoom service
Yachad’s Teen-Led Zoom
Service on Friday, August
21 was a success!! Members
of Temple Emanu-El tuned
in for songs, prayers, and
readings from all around
the region. Thank you to all
the teens that took a part in
the service! And a big thank
you to Simone and Ethan
for planning the service!
#yachadbbyo
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Mask Distribution to area rehab centers
Over the past ten days, Scott Wolfe, Carin Savel, and Marcia Reinhard of the Jewish Federation of Eastern CT delivered a second
round of masks to area nursing homes, rehab centers, and assisted
living facilities. The purchase of these masks, 3,000, was made possible through the donations made by you, the community, to JFEC’s
Pledge to Protect drive.
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Election prevented
By Edgar Asher, Ashernet
The discussions in the Knesset (Israeli parliament) went up to the
wire to avoid for the time being of calling new general elections in
Israel. If the main parties in the Knesset could not agree to delay the
budget by August 23, then, by law, general elections would have to
be called. At the last minute, the Knesset agreed to delay the budget
for one hundred and twenty days. Both Netanyahu and Gantz stepped
back from their entrenched positions to allow the vote to take place
at the last possible minute. It is highly likely that after the conclusion
of the additional one hundred and twenty days have passed then new
election will be called.
The Israeli public has been looking on confused and angry over the
political theater that has its home in and around the Israeli parliament
over the past months. Almost daily, hundreds, if not thousands of citizens come together in Jerusalem in protest to demand the resignation
of Prime Minister Netanyahu. At times there are violent episodes as
police try to disperse the protestors, or in some case keep the protestors and the supporters of Netanyahu apart from each other.
As far as Netanyahu is concerned, he seems not to hear demands
for his resignation. He feeds on his successes, which is natural. However, he must face legal hurdles as he answers in court in the coming
months to serious charges, which could under certain circumstances
become a custodial matter. Netanyahu does insist that he has nothing
to answer for.
Currently the U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo is in Israel for
a regional tour that will try and build support for furthering Arab –
Israeli peace efforts. Pompeo is also wanting to enlarge the regional
support base over the military activities of Iran, and Iran’s development of nuclear weapons.
Netanyahu has expressed his serious concern over a report indicating that the U.S. is prepared to sell state-of-the-art F-35 fighter jets
to the UAE. The argument being that F-35’s in the hands of an Arab

state would be a threat to Israel.
Many military analysts have said
that the inclusion of F-35’s in the
U.A.E. air force would not be a
threat to Israel. In addition, the
U.S. has told Israel that they will
always guarantee Israel’s military edge in the region. It seems
clear that both the Republican
and Democratic candidates in the
upcoming Presidential election
would both ensure their unqualified support of Israel.
Of concern to both Israel and
the U.S. is the lack of movement
internationally against the development of nuclear weapons
by Iran. It is clear that this subject was up front and central to
the discussions between Israel
and the U.S. Secretary of State.
Iran’s proxy in Lebanon, Hezbollah, are also part of the Iranian
enigma. The devasting explosion
in Beirut’s port area has put the
Hezbollah terrorist organization
on a back foot. Hezbollah has also
been blamed for the assassination in Beirut in February 2005 of
the then Lebanese prime minister
Rafic Hariri. This international
condemnation of Hezbollah both
in Lebanon and outside the country could be a catalyst for both Is-

rael and the U.S. to begin to change the balance of power in the Middle
East and beyond. Many Arab and African nations are beginning to see
that Israel – the startup nation-offers stability and advancement in the
region, rather than the perpetual call to arms by such nations as Iran.
When covid-19 is behind us, the new Middle East – and for that matter
many parts of Africa – look like entering a new relationship with the
Jewish State. A relationship that will benefit everyone. © ASHERNET

Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu and U.S. Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo in Jerusalem on August 24 as Pompeo begins his visit
to the Middle East and Africa.
Everyone counts: We are counting on you!

Here in Eastern Connecticut the JFEC works to support, sustain
and revitalize Jewish life. But we can’t do it without you.
Send in your donation today.

JOIN US FOR:
HIGH HOLIDAY
SERVICES ONLINE

BUILDING
A VIBRANT
COMMUNITY
THROUGH
REFORM JUDAISM

Staying safe, staying healthy –
meeting virtually!

www.tewaterford.org

Services, Family Programs, and
Special Discussions on Zoom
Register on our website
Or join us for services on YouTube Live

FALL PROGRAMS
Check out offerings on our website
PARTICIPATE VIRTUALLY
Adult Education • Religious School
Book Clubs • Social Action Programs
Sisterhood / Brotherhood

29 Dayton Road

860-443-3005
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Gold treasure hoard found
By Edgar Asher, Ashernet
An impressive and rare coin hoard from the Abbasid period, dating
around 1,100 years ago, was uncovered by youth volunteering before
their army service, in an archeological excavation carried out by the
Israel Antiquities Authority, during the construction of a new neighborhood in the south center of Israel.

Pre-army service ‘Shnat Sherut’ youth participate regularly during
the summer holidays in excavations as part of the Israel’s Antiquities
Authority’s policy to bringing them closer to their former history. Last
Tuesday, two of these youth, who came from the ‘Cultural Movement’
in Holon, suddenly noted something shimmering in the ground while
working at the excavation.
“It was amazing,” explained Oz Cohen, one of the volunteers. “I dug
in the ground and when I excavated the soil, I saw what looked like
very thin leaves. When I looked again, I saw these were gold coins. It
was really exciting to find such a special and ancient treasure.”
According to the directors of the excavation, Liat Nadav-Ziv and
Dr. Elie Haddad of the Israel Antiquities Authority, “The hoard, deliberately buried in the ground in a clay jar, contained 425 gold coins,
most of which date to the Abbasid period. The person who buried
this treasure 1,100 years ago must have expected to retrieve it, and
even secured the vessel with a nail so that it would not move. We can
only guess what prevented him from returning to collect this treasure.
Finding gold coins, certainly in such a considerable quantity, is extremely rare. We almost never find them in archeological excavations,
given that gold has always been extremely valuable, melted down and
reused from generation to generation. The coins made of pure gold
that does not oxidize in air, were found in excellent condition, as if buried the day before. Their finding may indicate that international trade
took place between the area’s residents and other remote areas.”
According to Dr. Robert Kool, a coin expert at the Israel Antiquities Authority, “It is extremely rare to find treasures from the Abbasid
period in excavations in Israel - especially gold coins. This is one of the
earliest known caches from this period (end of the 9th century CE)
found in the country. The coins are made of pure gold - 24 carats. The
total weight of the hoard is about 845 grams of pure gold - a significant amount of money in those days. For example, with such a sum, a
person could buy a luxurious house in one of the best neighborhoods

Norwich Hebrew Benevolent
Association
P.O. Box 663 Jewett City, CT 06351

Hebrew Cemeteries #1, #2, and #3
Interfaith Cemetery #4
Cremains Cemetery
Synagogue Affiliation Not Required

860-887-0896

in Fustat, the enormous wealthy
capital of Egypt in those days.
From an initial examination of the
coins, most of them date to the
end of the 9th century CE. During
this period, the region was part
of the vast Abbasid Caliphate,
stretching from Persia in the east
to North Africa in the west, and
whose center of government was
in Baghdad, Iraq. The hoard consists of full gold dinars, but also –
what is unusual - contains about
270 small gold cuttings - pieces of
gold dinars cut to serve as ‘small
change.” The cutting of gold and
silver coins was a regular feature of the monetary system in
Islamic countries after the 850’s,
with the sudden disappearance
of bronze and copper coins.
One of the cuttings is an ex-

ceptional rare piece, never found in excavations in Israel: a fragment
of a gold solidus of the Byzantine emperor Theophilos (829 – 842 CE),
minted in empire’s capital of Constantinople. The appearance of this
small byzantine coin fragment in an Islamic coin hoard is rare material
evidence of the continuous connections (war, trade) between the two
rival empires during this period.
© ASHERNET
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those numbers grow daily.
While our Encountering programs have gone virtual, our exhibit,
Stories of Resilience: Encountering Racism, which successfully debuted at the Lyman Allyn Art Museum, is now getting ready to tour
various other CT museums.
We are virtually working with young people, teens, Hillel, and
our Israeli Emissaries. Every week we get new subscriptions to PJ Library because their events are highlighting the importance of finding
and exploring Jewish identity through fun, cooking, and reading.
The Leader remains a critical outlet for news and events, and
we are still publishing and delivering without the aid of our dedicated volunteers. Watch for new
columns like ‘Where are They
Now? written by past Young
Emissaries, and the Teen Corner
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responsible for each other.
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Merav Ben-David, an Israeli-American scientist,
wins Wyoming’s Democratic Senate primary
By Ron Kampeas, JTA
Merav Ben-David, an
environmental scientist
at the University of Wyoming who was born
and raised in Israel, is
the Democratic candidate for the US Senate
in Wyoming.
Ben-David, who had
Merav Ben-David won Wyoming’s Demo- the backing of leading
cratic Senate primary. (Screenshot from Democratic Party figures in the state, won
campaign video)
44% of the vote Tuesday in a three-way primary.
Now, the 61-year-old professor who speaks with a thick Israeli
accent faces an uphill battle in a state that is the most Republican in
the nation. She will face off against Cynthia Lummis, who used to represent Wyoming in the US House of Representatives, in November’s
general election.
In an interview earlier this month with the Jewish Telegraphic
Agency, Ben-David said she thought the coronavirus pandemic created an opportunity for her message about the need to transition to
an economy that is less reliant on fossil fuels to resonate. About half of
Wyoming’s revenue comes from oil and gas and industries associated
with them.
“I think there is a chance and this year, if you think about it, is especially strange,” she said. “With COVID-19 [there is a] realization that
we need to pay more attention to science.”
Democrats advising Ben-David — including Gary Trauner, a Jewish

SUBSCRIBE. ADVERTISE.
During times of crisis, crucial information about
your community comes from local reporters.

SUPPORT
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or call 860-701-4440

businessman who ran for Senate
in Wyoming in 2018 and twice
lost House races there, including
to Lummis in 2008 — advised
her to make appearances across
Wyoming, especially by going to
rodeos, a popular pastime in the
Western state.
But the pandemic prevented
that. “They were all canceled,”
she said. “I’ve been to rodeos before but not as part of campaigning.”
Instead, Ben-David has waged
a digital campaign that included
a promotional video showcasing her flying in a helicopter
and walking in the woods, interspersed with clips of animals and
Wyoming’s natural features. Her
campaign logo includes the silhouette of a bison.
Ben-David comes from a family whose roots in Israel predate

the state; her family arrived from Belarus in the 1860s, making her
siblings’ grandchildren seventh-generation Israelis. She grew up on
a family farm outside of the Israeli city of Rishon Lezion, served in
the Israeli army and studied at Tel Aviv University. After working and
studying in Kenya and Alaska, she moved to Wyoming 20 years ago
and became a US citizen in 2009.
Wyoming, America’s least populous state, is home to an estimated
1,150 Jews. In Laramie, where Ben-David lives, a small Jewish community is composed mostly of people who, like her, are associated with
the university there. She said she has come to play a unique role in
local gatherings.
“We have a vibrant community here in Laramie, and we celebrate
all the holidays,” Ben-David told JTA. “In effect, more often than not,
I’m in charge of making the matzo balls.”
She said she is asked frequently about Israel on the campaign trail
— and that her answers, which are critical of the country’s leadership,
appear to satisfy her constituents. (Her campaign website includes details about the Israel policy she would pursue in the Senate.)
“People ask a lot about what is my position about Israel and are
interested in my response especially relative to the Palestinians,” she
said. “So far, most of people’s responses are positive, not negative. I
mean, I do not support what the Israeli government is doing. I think
it’s atrocious. And I voiced my opinion. And so people appreciate that.”

By Karen Chernick, JTA
The reservations were rolling
in, and Inbal Baum was preparing for her busiest summer yet
of food tours through Israel’s
famed open-air food markets.
Her decade-old tour company
and its team of over 20 guides
were ready to lead thousands of
international guests to markets
in places like Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, where they would try
curated samples of foods ranging from hummus and bourekas
to lachoch bread and ma’amoul
cookies.
That was before the coronavirus pandemic.
First, the arrivals of tourists
slowed. Then restaurants closed.
Then, finally, so did the markets.
Baum’s company, called Delicious Israel, was out of work.
And yet, she noticed that people
seemed more interested in food
than usual — they just weren’t
flying anywhere to try new dishes. Instead, they were cooking,
baking and pickling in their home
kitchens nonstop.
So Baum thought of another
avenue to reach her foodie clientele while simultaneously supporting other food industry professionals who, like herself, found
themselves floundering overnight: In late May she launched
Delicious Experiences, a website
that connects home cooks with

leading chefs and culinary experts (mostly U.S.-based, some international) for one-on-one private workshops via video chat.
The platform offers tailored classes in cooking, baking, mixology,
cake decorating and food photography. Many of the instructors are
Jewish, and many of the courses are Jewish-themed.
When Baum compiled a wish list of culinary celebrities and started
reaching out to potential instructors, she was surprised by how many
of them said yes.

The new foodie normal:
one-on-one chef video lessons
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It’s official! a ‘Dirty Dancing’ sequel FOODIE
“Really insanely great chefs were very open to doing this,” she said.
“A lot of these chefs see their own futures in some kind of online forwith Jennifer Grey is coming!
mat, and so this is a perfect way to give them a platform to start off
CONT. FROM PG 12

be here to reprise his iconic role
as Johnny. But we’re excited to
see Grey, who is just as gorgeous
and radiant as ever at 60, play an
older and more mature Baby. She
will executive produce the film as
well. We definitely can’t wait to
see her back on the dance floor!
In the meantime, we’ll be here,
watching Dirty Dancing on Hulu
and bathing in the warm nostalgia of this amazing classic, and
hope that this new sequel will be
just as awesome as the original.

Header image courtesy of Lionsgate
By Lior Zaltzman, Kveller
Last month, as we celebrated the release of Dirty Dancing on Hulu
with some great Jewish facts about the super successful (and super
Jewish) 1987 film, we told you about the rumors of a Dirty Dancing
sequel starring the OG Baby, Jewish actress Jennifer Grey.
We’re happy to announce that Dirty Dancing fans are truly about
to have the time of their lives — these rumors have finally been confirmed! Lionsgate CEO Jon Feltheimer called this new movie “one of
the worst kept secrets in Hollywood.” Honestly, that makes sense: Nobody puts Baby in a corner!
This new sequel “will be exactly the kind of romantic, nostalgic
movie that the franchise’s fans have been waiting for and that has
made it the biggest-selling library title in the company’s history,” Feltheimer said on a company call.
Jonathan Levine will be directing the project — the Jewish director has helmed a lot of comedies like Snatch, Warm Bodies, The Night
Before, and Long Shot — and the screenplay will be written by Mikki
Daughtry and Tobias Iaconis.
Not many details are known about the new installment yet. (The
other Dirty Dancing movie, for those of you who remember — and
guiltily enjoyed — was the unfortunate 2004 flop Dirty Dancing: Havana Nights. Starring Jewish actress Romola Garai, it was conceived as
a prequel of sorts.)
This new sequel is set to take place in the 1990s, some three decades after the events of the original film, which takes place in 1963.
No word yet as to where it will take place, as the Catskills resorts depicted in the movie had by that time waned in popularity and shuttered. (Where did Jews go to vacation and dance in the ’90s? Florida?
Caribbean cruises?)
Patrick Swayze, who passed away in 2009, will unfortunately not

JT’s All Seasons Landscaping
Call Joel Tomsky @ 860-271-9549
Commercial & Residential
Lawn Care • Fertilizing • Mulching
Hedge & Tree Trimming • Spring Cleanup
Driveway Sealing • Dump Runs • and more!

Locally owned & operated

/ Ask about our senior rates

It's not too early to call - perfect time to clean up
your yard and prune trees & shrubs!
Insured #MPT7743H • LLC 1101711

UPDATE
CONT. FROM PG 3

process of renovating the area
so changing it to serve these patients was able to provide isolation for treatment of the most
impacted cases in Jerusalem and
the rest of Israel.
In addition, the Hadassah
sponsored youth villages, at Neurim and Meir Shfeyah needed to
remain open - even though school
was cancelled. That meant the
normal funding stream from the
Israeli government had stopped.
These villages serve many students from the former Soviet
Union preparing to make Aliyah and live in Israel who could
not return home. There are also
students who come from such
dysfunctional homes that they
also could not return. Hadassah
continues to provide them with
living quarters, meals, activities,
and counseling.
Here in the US our advocacy
work is centering on women’s
health, the right to vote for all,
and justice for all citizens.
Hadassah works in many
ways in Israel and the U.S. Our
membership is the backbone of
that effort. Contact Karen Bloustine (ksbloustine@gmail.com )
or Moira Ross (Moira29Ross@
gmail.com) for information on
joining,

Every gift
makes
a difference.

that process.”
Instructors include Michelin Star restaurateur and sommelier
Etheliya Hananova, James Beard Award-winner Nate Appleman, and a
range of Israeli chefs, including Nir Mesika, Roy Ner, and spice maven
Lior Lev Sercarz.
Kevin Fink, a Texas-based chef on the platform, says that classes
are “always something that I get asked to do, and traditionally, we just
don’t have time.” In the age of COVID-19, reaching clients online is
more feasible for some chefs.
Beyond the time factor, these types of live private experiences were
never a high priority in the food industry.
“It’s actually something that’s super uncommon in the food world.
Well, was uncommon,” adds New York-based Jake Cohen, another
chef on the platform and author of the upcoming cookbook “Jew-ish:
A Cookbook: Reinvented Recipes from a Modern Mensch.” “It’s something that’s changed drastically. Almost overnight we saw this complete shift in how people reacted to food and what they were craving.”
Shiry Yosef, an entrepreneur in Tel Aviv who loves drinking cocktails at bars and restaurants but had never made one at home, tried a
craft mixology class on Delicious Experiences with Singapore-based
bartender Joseph Haywood. They decided to focus on gin and whisky.
“It’s not a substitute for travel or for dining out,” Yosef said. Still,
she added, “I actually loved that I was in my own kitchen with my own
ingredients. It made it feel like something that I will repeat at home.”
When Baum tried the cocktail class herself, she also felt it was an
advantage being in her own kitchen — despite the fact that she doesn’t
have any cocktail-making tools.
“We don’t have a shaker,” she said. “He’s like, ‘Do you have a water
bottle?’ And right behind me was my daughter’s sippy cup, and the
chef was like, ‘That’s perfect! You can even strain it.’”
Baum argues that doing these workshops at home, in the same
kitchen clients use daily, makes them much more likely to recreate
the dishes later. She claims, as someone who regularly takes cooking
classes overseas when she travels, that the dishes are always tricky to
reproduce at home since you never have the same tools or ingredients.
“But all of a sudden, when you do it in your kitchen, you learn that
you don’t need a rolling pin — you can actually just use a wine bottle
or a paper towel thing,” she said. “Or, in Israel we don’t have half-andhalf — it doesn’t matter. It’s something that a recipe’s not going to tell
you. When there’s a chef on the other side they’ll tell you what to mix,
part cream, part whatever.”
Israel’s markets have opened back up again, despite a rise in COVID-19 cases across the country — but what people want has changed,
Baum says. Going out to restaurants doesn’t seem to hold quite the
same appeal.
“Now you can still go out and you can still order in. But none of us
really want to as much anymore,” Baum said. “The kinds of experiences
that we might have done before are maybe a little less exciting or appealing right now. But we still want do things.”
Cohen sees being a foodie as meaning something different now.
“This new world has created an environment in which, if anyone
prioritized good food in their life [before], that means that now they
have to prioritize learning how to cook at home,” he said.
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Adin Steinsaltz, acclaimed scholar, dies at 83

Obituaries

By Ben Harrris, JTA
er of the Chabad Hasidic moveRabbi Adin Even-Israel Steinzaltz, the
ment, Steinsaltz also authored
acclaimed scholar whose landmark transseveral books on Tanya, one of
lation of the Talmud enabled a vast readthe group’s core texts. In 2018,
ership to access one of Judaism’s most cahe published a translation and
nonical texts, has died.
commentary on the Five Books of
Steinsaltz died Friday, August 7, 2020,
Moses.
at 83 in Jerusalem.
Despite his massive intellecSteinsaltz’s monumental translation of
tual achievements, Steinsaltz ofthe 63 volumes of the Babylonian Talmud
ten appears slightly disheveled
made the arcane rabbinic debates and
in public and had a playful streak.
folkloric tales easier to comprehend, unKurzweil recalled an appearance
locking the wonders of Talmud study for
at a Long Island yeshiva at which
those lacking a high-level Jewish educaSteinsaltz encouraged the stution. The project took 45 years to complete.
dents to do everything they could
Steinsaltz not only rendered the forbidding Arato make their teachers’ lives
maic text into modern Hebrew, but integrated his
miserable, and even suggested
own commentary into the sparse language of the
a source book where they could
original, filling in gaps in the text that had previously
find difficult questions sure to
required deep familiarity with the internal mechan- Rabbi Adin Even-Israel (Steinsaltz) inspects at his Jerusalem home an English-lan- flummox them.
guage translation of the Talmud based on his annotations on June 4, 2018. (Wikimeics of talmudic discourse to decipher.
“He’s a troublemaker and
A new English version of the Steinsaltz Talmud by dia Commons/SoInkleined)
he’s got a gleam in his eye at all
the Koren publishing house, and a free version of the
make it at least possible.”
He was awarded the Israel Prize, times,” said Kurzweil, who served
translation available on the website Sefaria, further expanded SteinThe completion of the transla- Israel’s highest cultural honor, as Steinsaltz’s driver during his
saltz’s reach.
tion was accompanied by a global in 1998, along with the inaugu- visits to New York. “He’s up to
“The Talmud was never meant to be an elitist book,” said Arthur day of Jewish learning connect- ral Israeli Presidential Award of mischief sometimes. He likes to
Kurzweil, the author of two books about Steinsaltz and a board mem- ing 360 Jewish communities in Distinction, the French Order of question everything.”
ber of the Aleph Society, which raises funds to support the rabbi’s 48 countries. The event has since Arts and Literature, and a 2012
Long plagued by ill health,
work. “It was meant to be for everybody. So Rabbi Steinsaltz spent 45 become an annual affair.
National Jewish Book Award. He Steinsaltz suffered a stroke in
years trying and succeeding to make that happen.”
Steinsaltz’s work was long was invited to deliver the presti- 2016 that left him unable to
Described as a once-in-a-millennium scholar, Steinsaltz was re- deemed controversial. His Tal- gious Terry Lectures at Yale Uni- speak.
nowned for his prodigious intellect and tireless work ethic. He was mud departed from longstanding versity and was a scholar in resi“Jewish learning is created by
reputed to put in 17-hour workdays.
conventions, introducing punc- dence at the Woodrow Wilson the Jews and is also creating the
Authoring a comprehensive commentary on the Talmud alone put tuation and paragraph breaks, Center in Washington. In 2016, Jews,” Steinsaltz said in 2010.
him in a category alongside Rashi, the medieval French scholar whose altering the pagination and plac- he was invited to a private audi- “When you learn, you learn about
commentary on the Bible and the Talmud, composed 1,000 years ing his own commentary in the ence with the pope.
yourself. So learning one page of
ago, is considered the most authoritative. But Steinsaltz also wrote space around the main text that
Among his best-known works the Talmud is equivalent to two
another 60 books on topics ranging from Jewish ethics to theology to had previously been the domain beyond the Talmud translation is or three sessions with a psychoprayer to mysticism. He also helped establish educational institutions of Rashi.
“The Thirteen Petalled Rose,” an analyst. That’s why people are
in Israel and the former Soviet Union.
Rabbi Elazar Shach, a leading introduction to Jewish mysticism interested — Jewish learning is a
Born to secular parents in Jerusalem in 1937, Steinsaltz embraced haredi Orthodox rabbi in Israel, first published in 1980. A follow- mirror into our soul.”
Jewish practice as a teenager. Though his father was an irreligious so- called Steinsaltz a heretic and
cialist, he sent his son to study Talmud with a tutor at the age of 10. forbade his followers from readSteinsaltz’s intellectual gifts were evident early, when he became the ing his works, apparently out
youngest school principal in Israel at 23.
of concern for some passages
In 1965, Steinsaltz founded the Israel Institute for Talmudic Publi- in two works on the Bible that
Colchester -- Sidney Abraham Gitlitz, 89, passed peacefully, surcations, the same year he began his Talmud translation. His work was Steinsaltz subsequently agreed
rounded by his loving family, on August 10, 2020 after a long illness.
driven by a desire to educate large numbers of Jews about their heri- to modify. Shach insisted that all
Sidney always wore a smile and had a joke to tell. He was many things
tage. “Let my people know,” was his favorite slogan.
of Steinsaltz’s work was hereti- to many people, and his generosity was felt by many.
“The Talmud is the central pillar of Jewish knowledge, important cal, however, another eminent
He was a resident of Colchester for 64 years, and a small business
for the overall understanding of what is Jewish,” Steinsaltz told JTA in 20th-century authority, Rabbi
owner of National Drug with his brother Irving for 42 years. He en2010 on the occasion of the completion of the translation. “But it is a Moshe Feinstein, approved of the
joyed learning and being immersed in his faith. He remained a membook that Jews cannot understand. This is a dangerous situation, like Steinsaltz Talmud. In 1998, Jacob
ber of his weekly Talmud class and was a fixture at Shabbat services at
a collective amnesia. I tried to make pathways through which people Neusner, a Conservative rabbi
Congregation Ahavath Achim.
will be able to enter the Talmud without encountering impassable and noted scholar of Judaism,
He derived happiness from simple things, like watching old westbarriers. It’s something that will always be a challenge, but I tried to published a 250-page book enern films and UCONN basketball games with a homemade full sour kotitled “How Adin Steinsaltz Mis- sher pickle and a corned beef sandwich.
represents the Talmud.”
His greatest accomplishment was his family, whom he spoke about
Steinsaltz was also criticized with a loving pride only a truly great man can cultivate.
for accepting the leadership of
He is predeceased by his daughter Karen Abrams (Gitlitz), and her
a modern-day Sanhedrin, a rec- husband Jeffrey Abrams, his parents, Louis and Millie Gitlitz, his sister
reation of the ancient rabbinic Beatrice Bolz (Gitlitz), and his brother Irving Gitlitz. He leaves behind
body. Steinsaltz resigned the post his beloved wife of 67 years, Edith Gitlitz (Mirlis), his daughter Marcy
136 Sachem Street
in 2008 out of concern for poten- Hutchinson (Gitlitz) and her husband Peter Hutchinson, his daughter
Norwich CT 06360
Memorial
tial breaches of Jewish law.
Maureen Reid (Gitlitz) and her husband Michael Reid, his 4 grand860-889-2374
But none of that slowed Stein- daughters, 3 grandsons, and 2 grandsons in law.
saltz’s embrace as an unparalFax 860-886-2396
Burial and services were private due to Covid 19. In lieu of flowers,
leled scholar of Judaism, both in please consider donating to The Special Olympics or Ahavath Achim
the Jewish world and beyond. Synagogue, PO Box 5, Colchester, CT 06415.

Sidney Gitlitz
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The Problem with Herzliya’s “Separate” Beach TEDDY©WEINBERGER
2020, Teddy Weinberger
There are more than a dozen “separate” beaches in the State of Israel. These are public, gender-segregated beaches that allow religious
Israelis to bathe in accordance with their beliefs. My city, Herzliya, is
home to one of these beaches; it is open to women on Sundays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays; and to men on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. A few weeks ago, however, the following appeared on a poster
outside Herzliya’s Great Synagogue: “It is forbidden to go to the separate beach in Herzliya.” The poster went on to say: “Dad! Don’t do it
to your child! Young man! Don’t do it to yourself!” What could be the
religious objection to a separate beach, you ask?
Answer: The co-ed parking lot.
Before going further, it is important to understand that separate beaches are frequented
not just by the ultra-orthodox but also by Jews
from the “national religious” sector. The latter
are sometimes referred to as Israel’s modern Orthodox Jews, but they tend to be more sexually
conservative than their diaspora brethren. Separate swimming is a bellwether of this. Whereas
in America modern Orthodoxy tolerates “mixed”
beaches, in Israel, if you go to such a beach you
are referred to as “light” in comparison with the
more serious members of the national religious.
It does seem pretty clear, dating from at least
two millennia ago, that traditional Judaism expected its women to be very modest in their
dress. Indeed, a key portion of the poster in question quotes from the Talmudic Tractate of Bava
Batra (57b), which speaks about how Jewish
women customarily washed their clothing in courtyards rather than in
public spaces “because it is not the way of the daughters of Israel to be
degraded” (i.e., in the process of doing laundry, the women would raise
up the hems of their garments—something that would be considered
immodest if done in public).
Knowing all this, however, I was still particularly bothered by that
poster. The bottom portion of it reads: “All your life you will not suc-
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ceed in erasing the filth from
your mind. . . . Don’t go into the
sewer. Period.” Using “filth” and
“sewer” to describe the experience of seeing women in bikinis?
I decided to take this to my son
Elie, who himself does not go to
“mixed” beaches. I sent him a
whatsapp of the poster, asking: “A

little exaggerated, no? I say that
it’s better to look at women in
their bathing suits rather than to
speak this way about them.”
Elie responded: “It’s also a
little exaggerated for people to
walk around naked on the beach.

It drives me crazy how on the one hand you
look at this poster and speak about how it
is catastrophic and extreme in its treatment
of women, but when you look at what takes
place at the vast majority of beaches, that’s
not extreme? What happens in Tel Aviv secular culture on the beaches and in the parties
is much more extreme than that poster.”
I also took
this issue to my friend Lior Engelman,
who is a well-known rabbi in the nationalreligious sector. Like Elie, Rabbi Engelman was unapologetic in defending separate swimming: “The tone of the poster is
annoying, arousing fear and anxiety, but if
you clear this background noise, the poster might also speak a point of truth. Perhaps when the body is so displayed, there
is not much room left for the soul. I do not
think that the poster shows contempt for
the body; I think that the dignity of the
body is to be modest and to be revealed
only in ways of holiness.”
For the record: I don’t believe that the
poster has dissuaded many religious people from boycotting Herzliya’s separate
beach. One more thing: It’s tempting to
dismiss “separate” beachgoers as unenlightened. But in addition to the typical activities of swimming, riding
the waves, and playing in the sand, when you go to a “regular” beach,
extremely powerful physical attractions are part of the experience.
Sometimes these attractions are welcome; other times they are burdensome. Putting religion totally aside for the moment, I know that
for me, mixed swimming is definitely not always enjoyable.

First in-human trial of synthetic
cornea starts in Israel

By Israel21c Staff
The
first-in-human
implantation of the revolutionary CorNeat KPro
synthetic cornea has been
approved for 10 corneally
blind patients at Beilinson
Hospital in Petah Tikva.
CorNeat KPro was developed by CorNeat Vision
of Ra’anana. The implant
is designed to replace deformed, scarred or opacified corneas and is
expected to fully rehabilitate the vision of corneally blind patients immediately following implantation.
The device’s lens, which provides optical quality equivalent to
a perfect cornea, integrates with the patient’s ocular tissue using a
unique patented nano-fabric skirt placed under the conjunctiva.
“Following rigorous preclinical testing and successful animal trials, we feel confident moving on and proving our device’s safety and
efficacy in humans,” said Dr. Gilad Litvin, CorNeat chief medical officer
and the KPro’s inventor.
“Our device’s implantation procedure, which has been developed
and perfected in the past four years, does not rely on donor tissue, is
relatively simple and takes less than an hour to perform. We expect it
will enable millions of blind patients around the world, even in areas
where there is no corneal practice nor culture of organ donation, to
regain their sight.”
The clinical trial at Beilinson will be led by Dr. Irit Bahar, chief of

ophthalmology. Test patients will
be people who are not candidates
for, or have failed one or more
corneal transplantations.
“The technology behind this
implant, which enables to permanently and bio-mechanically
attach synthetic materials to live
human tissue, is key in turning
the tide on global corneal blindness,” said Bahar.
Additional trial sites are
planned to open later this year
in eight hospitals in Canada, the
United States, France, China and
the Netherlands.
“CorNeat Vision’s implant is
poised to revolutionize corneal
transplantation,” said Canadian
ophthalmologist Dr. David Rootman. “This new solution is completely synthetic and does not
rely on donor tissue, which can
carry a virus or any other disease
– a key differentiator during this
COVID-19 crisis, which greatly
impacted the availability of corneal tissue.”
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