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STRENGTH CONT. ON PG 12

By Marcia Reinhard, JFEC Ass’t Director
The summer of 2010-11 opened a new aspect of 

my job as the Young Emissary Coordinator. Each year 
for a few years prior, the Jewish Agency for Israel 
(JAFI) brought one Coordinator to Israel to join the 
seminar training and speak to the incoming Young 
Emissaries about life in these United States. Up un-
til then, the only perspective the emissaries would 
get was from that of Israelis trying to prepare them 
for arrival in the US and adapting to this new and 
strange culture. A few months prior, I was offered 

Shai, Asaf and a meaningful adventure

By now many of you should have received the Jewish Leader’s An-
nual Appeal letter in the mail. While the Jewish Federation publishes 
the Leader, it is up to the Leader to raise its own funds through its 
Annual Appeal and through its advertisers in order to keep publishing 
the paper. 

More than ever the Jewish Leader has provided a connection 
to the community during the isolating year of 2020 keeping you in-
formed about local and national news, and news from Israel and from 
around the world.

Our regular columns provide the local flavor of our community, giv-
ing you glimpses of real lives here and in Israel and evoke a gamut of 
emotions providing you with an escape from daily life as well as ob-
servations on life in general. They include My Two Cents (Artie Dean), 
Realtor Corner (Geoff Hausmann), Travel and Food (Carol Kaufman), 
and Thoughts from Israel (Teddy Weinberger).

We thank you for your support in 2020 and urge you to continue to 
support us and our advertisers. Our independent journalism depends 
on donations from readers like you. If you were not able to support the 
Jewish Leader in 2020, please consider doing so in 2021. The Leader 
cannot publish without your support. 

Please mail your check/credit card information today with as gen-
erous a donation as possible. Readers like you can help fund our 
journalism, and contribute to a vibrant, connected Jewish com-
munity.

Leader Annual Appeal

By Carin Savel, JFEC Executive Director
Do you remember Billy Joel’s song, We Didn’t Start The Fire? The 

lyrics, decade by decade, outline the highlights of bygone eras. 
If we were to create a verse simply for the past year it could read, 

Covid –19. Civil unrest. Protests. Riots. Partisan politics. Antisemi-
tism. White Supremacy.

It has been a tough year, to say the least. We are tired and frustrat-
ed. When I speak to family, friends, and colleagues, I hear a constant 
consistent refrain: worn-out, exhausted, enough is enough and I need 
a break. Everyone is anxious for better days. Regardless of where any 
of us fall on the issues of the day, we are all in need of healing. 

We, as Americans, must find the energy and strength to stand up to 
those who want to harm us. Yes, we are tired, but now is the moment 
to muster a second wind and come together in healing and in support 
to ensure that our country can live up to the promise of providing a 
free and open society for all people. 

Finding the energy  
and the strength

A Prayer
FOR OUR COUNTRY

Delaware rabbi 
blesses Biden

By Ron Kampeas, JTA
A Delaware rabbi blessed President-elect Joe 

Biden and his wife, Jill, before they left Deleware to 
assume the presidency by citing this week’s Torah 
portion describing the Israelites’ flight from Egypt.

Rabbi Michael Beals explained at the farewell 
ceremony in New Castle the meaning of “bashert,” 
the Yiddish term for destiny often used to describe 
a married couple. He applied it to the Bidens, who 
were on hand at the event at a National Guard cen-
ter named for Joe Biden’s late son Beau, but also said 
Biden was bashert for the presidency.

“It is indeed bashert that you, our dear president-
elect, are being inaugurated on the very week that 
Jews around the world are reading from the book 
of Exodus, about Moses’s freeing the Jews from 400 
years of backbreaking Egyptian slavery at the hands 
of an autocratic cruel Pharaoh,” Beals said. “In many 
ways, dear Joe, you are our Moses.”

This week’s Torah reading, or parsha, is Bo, de-

scribing Pharaoh ordering the Israelites to leave 
after the 10th plague — the death of the firstborn.

Beals has become a spearhead of Biden’s Jew-
ish outreach, often describing at campaign events 
his first meeting with Biden, who turned up at the 
shiva of a woman who had donated $18 to every 
one of his election campaigns.

President-elect Joe Biden and wife Jill attend a 
farewell event at the airport in New Castle, Del., 
before departing for Washington, Jan. 19, 2021. 
(Jim Watson AFP via Getty Images)

the opportunity to go to Israel and be that person 
– the one who would give the emissaries a glimpse 
into their new life and do so from an American per-
spective. This would be the first time I ever traveled 
to Israel, but as life would have it, it would not be 
my last.

I was very excited about my pending trip for a 
multitude of reasons. First, I always wanted to trav-
el to Israel. At the age of fifteen, my parents gave 
me the chance to go on a teen tour. We interviewed 

By Ron Kampeas, JTA
Antony Blinken, President-elect Joe Biden’s nominee to be secre-

tary of state, said that the United States would seek to return to the 
Iran nuclear deal but would also consult with Israel on Iran policy.

“It’s also vitally important that we engage on the takeoff and not 
the landing with our allies and with our partners in the region to in-
clude Israel and to include the Gulf countries,” Blinken said Tuesday at 
a Senate confirmation hearing.

Blinken’s remarks represented an implicit acknowledgment that 
Iran policy under President Barack Obama, whom he served as a dep-
uty national security adviser, was flawed in keeping negotiations with 
Iran that led to the 2015 deal secret from Israel and the Sunni Arab 
states.

Under sharp questioning from Sen. Robert Menendez, a New Jersey 
Democrat who is set to become the chairman of the Foreign Relations 
Committee and who was among a handful of Democrats to oppose the 
2015 deal, Blinken said Biden would seek to return to the agreement.

China, Russia and the European Union have remained in the deal 
since it was formed. But President Donald Trump left the deal in 2018, 

New administration will consult with Israel

United States Deputy Secretary 
of State and the former Deputy 
National Security Advisor for 
President Barack Obama An-
thony Blinken speaks at the 
2016 Concordia Summit - Day 
1 at Grand Hyatt New York in 
New York City. on Sept. 19, 2016. 
(Paul Morigi/Getty Images for 
Concordia Summit)NEW CONT. ON PG 12

ADVENTURE CONT. ON PG 10
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Candle Lighting for Eastern CT area

Since 1946 

Energy Saving Windows & Doors! 
ORDER FACTORY DIRECT! 
Vinyl Replacement & New Construction Windows 
Storm Windows & Commercial Aluminum 
Professional Installation Available 

 

~ Duralite warm edge spacer stays warmer and keeps you cozy. 
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                ~ Stay comfortable and keep moisture out. 
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860.848.9258 
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Journey of the soul
Daytime: 6 Tuesdays, 12:30-2:00 P.M., Feb 
2- March 9
Instructor: Rabbi Sternberg
Evenings: 6 Wednesdays, 7:30-9:00 P.M., 
Feb 3 - March 10
Instructor: Rabbi Sternberg
Cost: $ 79.00
Early Bird Special
(before 2021-01-20): 10% off
Promotion Code: 15% off
Returning Student Discount: 10% off
To register: https://www.myjli.com/in-
dex.html?task=student&cid=38187

Course Overview
Who hasn’t wondered what happens when we 

die? We know what happens to the body. But what 
happens to the soul at birth and again at death?

- Is there really a “better” place after this one?
- Do our loved ones continue to connect with us?
- Can I relate to an afterlife if I’m not spiritual?
At once practical and powerful, reflective and 

relatable, Journey of the Soul teaches a Jewish per-
spective on life that begins before birth and lasts 
well after a person’s passing.

It’s a journey we all take, and it’s yours to explore 
this winter.

Lesson Outline
Lesson One - Demystifying Death
Why are humans so anxious about death and dy-

ing? For many, the abrupt finality of death makes life 
itself seem futile. By exploring how our life force—
our immortal soul—never ends but merely shifts 
roles, we begin to view life and death as two harmo-
nious steps on the same journey.

Lesson Two - Taking Leave
Is death painful for souls? Is my presence felt 

when I visit a grave? Judaism’s pre-burial and buri-
al rituals accompany the soul’s gradual transition 
from a limiting physical life to a completely spiri-
tual one. We discuss those rituals and how, once 
freed, the soul’s connection to the living continues 
in new and powerful ways.

Lesson Three - The Mourning After
What is the Jewish grieving process and what is 

the significance of its various traditions? This les-
son provides a meaningful Jewish perspective on 
grief itself, as well as practical shiva etiquette both 
for mourners and for those who wish to comfort 
them.

Lesson Four - Where We Go
For centuries, human beings have been moti-

vated by the promise of heaven and frightened by 
the threat of hell. Discover what Jews believe about 
where every soul goes and how Kaddish aids a soul 
in reaching true peace.

Lesson Five - Where We Go Again
Reincarnation: more than a fascinating topic, 

Judaism provides a practical way to imagine this 
mystical process, and explains why it is important 
both to departed souls and to our lives today.

Lesson Six - Life Is Short(ish)
By now we’ve come to appreciate death as the 

next phase in our ongoing personal missions. In 
our final lesson, we use what we’ve learned to re-
visit our priorities in this current phase and find 
ways to fill every moment with everlasting signifi-
cance.

Accreditation
Doctors and most mental health profession-

als can earn CME or continuing education credit 
by attending this course. Visit https://myjli.com/
continuingeducation for more information and a 
complete accreditation statement.

Tu B’Sh’vat  
Tu Gether

A Community 
Celebration

Wed., Jan. 27 at 7PM
On Zoom / Links to register:

tewaterford.org or  
JFEC.com Community Calendar 

 
Music with  

    Sherry Barnes and Roz Etra
Spirituality with

Rav Julius Rabinowitz and Rabbi Ken Alter
Special guest speakers 

From the Connecticut College Arboretum
Call to Action

Rabbi Marc Ekstrand
Closing Benedictions

Rabbi Earl Kideckel 

This is a collaborative production of the
 liberal Congregations of Southeastern Connecticut.

http://https://www.myjli.com/index.html?task=student&cid=38187
http://https://www.myjli.com/index.html?task=student&cid=38187
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Shalom friends, I hope you are well.
The Afula municipality is participating in the international Holo-

caust Memorial Day on January 27.
This initiative called “Zikaron BaSalon” (remembrance in the liv-

ing room) which was started a decade ago in Israel. Holocaust survi-
vors were invited to people’s living room to an intimate and personal 
meeting to share their survival story. This year we are opening this 
initiative to the American audience. Therefore, the survivors will 
speak in English.

In our event we will hear the inspiring story of Zahava Galenty 
(Cohen) from Afula on Jauary 27 at 1 pm EST. 

Note: Due to limited number of participants on the Zoom meet-
ing, please register in advance, in the link: https://forms.gle/AY-
E6T3UckJX5T3tg8   

Event will be broadcast on Facebook-live in Afula Municipality 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/afula.live/

We would love to see your community members participating.
 

Naveh Yogev, P2G Director
Afula- Gilboa- Southern New England

The Jewish Agency
navehy@jafi.org

Intl Holocaust Memorial  
Day from Afula

presented by JFEC’s The Israel Desk

Temple Emanu-El will host a public forum on vaccines and vacci-
nation on Sunday evening, January 31, at 7 PM on Zoom.   It is vital 
to our community that there is a high degree of participation in the 
current vaccination effort to combat COVID-19.  One key to the vac-
cination program’s success is clear, accurate, and reliable information 
about the vaccines.  

This webinar will include a discussion by a panel of experts and 
time for questions. The panel will consist of the following experts: Jon-
athan Rowe, Ph.D. who has a wealth of experience regarding pharma-
ceutical clinical trial quality performance; Dr. Kevin Torres, who is an 
emergency physician and Associate Chief Medical Officer at Lawrence 
and Memorial Hospital; and Dr. Ethan Weiner, who currently partici-
pates in the Medical Reserve Corps with Ledge Light Health District 
and also has extensive experience in clinical trial design, implementa-
tion, data analysis, as well as participated on independent safety moni-
toring boards.  

Rabbi Marc Ekstrand will moderate the panel and take questions 

Vaccine and Vaccination Forum  
Sunday, January 31 at 7 PM

By Jack Haynes
Yachad has a lot of great activities coming up soon! Sit back, grab a 

snack, and get excited for the next couple of weeks! 
Coming up first is our fourth annual Krispy Kreme fundraiser! 

For $10 you can enjoy a dozen Krispy Kreme’s original fresh glazed 
donuts! And even better, for an additional $5, you can purchase an ad-
ditional dozen that we will donate to a local charity/food bank in New 
London! Get in touch with either Bayla McCaffrey, Yachad Treasurer, 
at bfmccaff@gmail.com or Marcia Reinhard at mreinhard@jfec.com, 
before March 12 to secure your dozens of fresh Krispy Kreme donuts. 
Donut pickup will take place on March 20 at the Temple Emanu- El 
parking lot from 1-3pm. Yachad is taking orders from now until March 
12! Once you order, please send your check to JFEC at 28 Channing 
Street - New London, CT. Please make your checks out to JFEC and put 
“Krispy Kreme” in the memo line. All profits will go to our chapter for 
programming and to help our teens attend special events.

Next up is our BBYO Regional Winter Convention the weekend 

Yachad BBYO up and coming events!
of January 22-24! This virtual 
convention is going to be packed 
with fun activities throughout 
the weekend. During Fall Con-
vention, Broadway performers 
from Hamilton and Mean Girls 
sang songs and interacted with 
teens! The cost will be $50 which 
also covers some epic BBYO mer-
chandise. For more information 
or registration about our upcom-
ing Winter convention, please 
contact Jack Haynes, Yachad VP 
of Communications or Marcia Re-
inhard at emails below. 

Finally, at the end of January 
is Yachad chapter’s event, “A 
Group Effort”. This event will 
take place on Saturday, January 
30 at 7pm via Zoom. To spice 
things up, this event will be in 
collaboration with Salty BBYO, a 
neighboring chapter in Madison, 
CT! We will play games, interact 
with new faces, and have a lot of 
fun. 

Fliers for the three events 
mentioned can be found on 
Yachad’s Instagram: @yachadb-
byo. 

We’d also like to welcome our newest Chapter member, Avia 
Hartman. Welcome Avia! Look forward to seeing you at our next event 
as an official member.

Contact Marcia Reinhard at mreinhard.jfec@gmail.com or Jack 
Haynes at jhaynes014@gmail.com with any questions at all! From 
Yachad to you - We hope you have a great beginning to 2021!

Jack Haynes is a Senior at East Lyme High School and the Communi-
cation Chair for our Yachad BBYO Chapter.  Jack enjoys posting on social 
media and putting his skills to work for the chapter.

from the audience.  
To register, please visit www.

tewaterford.org or the Com-
munity Calendar at Jewish Fed-
eration of Eastern Connecticut 
www.jfec.com or follow this 
link: https://zoom.us/webi-
nar/register/WN_TJnR1MlG-
TIqaV1WL8Cl25g

After registering, you will re-
ceive a confirmation email con-
taining information about joining 
the webinar.

This webinar will also be live-
streamed on Temple Emanu-El’s 
YouTube Live page.

By Edgar Asher, Ashernet
Israel Health Ministry statistics show that some 9,400 individuals 

tested positive for the corona-19 virus on 13 January. This puts the 
positivity rate at 7.9 percent. So far, the official total death toll in Israel 
now stands at 3,826 individuals. However, the main health funds are 
continuing at an ever-increasing pace to inoculate their members. Al-
ready many members of the various health funds are already having 
their second inoculation.

The government has done well in obtaining vaccine doses, having 
been prepared to pay over the odds to the suppliers, such as Pfizer, to 
move along with the inoculation program.

However, the obtaining of vaccine seems to be inextricably bound 

Inoculation program at full speed
up with Israel’s forthcoming gen-
eral election to be held on this 
coming 23rd March. Prime Min-
ister Binyamin Netanyahu seems 
not to miss an opportunity to 
appear before the cameras in al-
most any event that has a connec-
tion with the present virus epi-
demic. Several times Netanyahu 
has been to Ben Gurion Airport to 
‘welcome’ shipments of vaccine 

https://hes32-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fforms.gle%2fAYE6T3UckJX5T3tg8&umid=662bd2df-d11f-42dc-bba4-28f91a32ad17&auth=e3308232510643aa7ab10efe2d2c06f0f45b73f9-702272b8739d05c2ea926096ad1a529996054377
https://hes32-ctp.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=https%3a%2f%2fforms.gle%2fAYE6T3UckJX5T3tg8&umid=662bd2df-d11f-42dc-bba4-28f91a32ad17&auth=e3308232510643aa7ab10efe2d2c06f0f45b73f9-702272b8739d05c2ea926096ad1a529996054377
https://www.facebook.com/afula.live/
mailto:navehy@jafi.org
mailto:mreinhard.jfec@gmail.com
mailto:jhaynes014@gmail.com
http://www.tewaterford.org
http://www.tewaterford.org
http://www.jfec.com
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_TJnR1MlGTIqaV1WL8Cl25g
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_TJnR1MlGTIqaV1WL8Cl25g
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_TJnR1MlGTIqaV1WL8Cl25g
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Enjoy a virtual international culinary jour-
ney with four celebrity chefs on the Israeli and 
American scenes: Einat Admony, Lior Sercarz, 
Danielle Renov and Adeena Sussman. Explore 
their Moroccan, Yemenite, Persian, Tunisian, 
and Ashkenazi backgrounds, recipes, and cu-
linary inspirations. 

How to register: It is too late to view the 
cooking series using Zoom as registration 
has reached capacity. However, if you contact 
Mimi at mimi@jfec.com she will email you 
the Facebook Live link that will allow you 
to participate. The organizers indicated that 
most people registered for all the dates at 
once when registration opened.

     Lior Lev Sercarz – The Spice Master
Tuesday, January 26, 8 pm EST
Menu: Freekah and Feta Salad; 

Charred Eggplant and Labneh Parfait
Lior Lev Sercarz is the chef, spice blender 

and owner of La Boîte, a biscuits and spice 
shop in New York City. Lior and La Boîte have 
been featured in publications including The 
New York Times, Vogue, In Style Magazine, 
Every Day with Rachel Ray, Food & Wine 
Magazine and the SAVEUR 100. He is the au-
thor of The Art of Blending, The Spice Com-
panion, and his most recent book, Mastering 
Spice, was named one of the best cookbooks 
of the year by The New York Times Book Re-
view. 

Danielle Renov – Peas, Love & Carrots
Tuesday, February 2, 8 pm EST
Menu: Meat stuffed artichokes; 

Sumac-Scented Fennel & Tangerine Salad
Danielle Renov is the blogger/influencer 

behind the popular website and social media 
brand, Peas, Love & Carrots, where she shares 
delicious and approachable recipes, lifestyle 
tips and hacks, and more. Half Moroccan and 
half Ashkenazi, Danielle is a living melting pot 
of the cultures she was born into and those 
she now lives among in Israel. 

Adeena Sussman – Sababa
Tuesday, February 9, 8 pm EST

Menu: My Mother’s Irresistible Peach 
Kuchen; Chewy Tahini Blondies

Adeena Sussman is the author of Sababa: 
Fresh, Sunny Flavors from My Israeli Kitchen, 
which includes an introduction by Zahav’s 
Michael Solomonov and was named a Best 
Fall 2019 cookbook by The New York Times, 
Bon Appetit, and Food & Wine. She is cur-
rently working on her follow up to Sababa, all 
about the foods of Shabbat. The co-author 
of 11 cookbooks, Adeena’s three most recent 
collaborations, including Cravings and Crav-
ings: Hungry for More with Chrissy Teigen, 
were New York Times best-sellers.

Join award-winning chef Michael Solomonov for 16 Wednesday 
evenings of his new digital series, “Bringing Israel Home.” Chef Solo-
monov will bring Israel’s extraordinarily diverse and vibrant culinary 
landscape into people’s homes via weekly interviews with food and 
cultural figures in Israel, cooking both new and signature recipes live 
in his home kitchen, and through live conversation with viewers.

Watch the show each week to experience Israeli cuisine like you’ve 
never seen it before and cook a unique, new Israeli-inspired recipe 
along with this James Beard award-winning chef, right from your own 
kitchen.

Tune in every Wednesday night at 8:00 pm EST. The Jewish 
Leader didn’t find out about this series until the first two episodes 
aired January 13 and 20. You should receive this issue in time for epi-
sode three on January 27 listed below.  Watch here.

You can find the recipes in advance of the show each week on The 
Nosher, and you can also view them on Jewish Food Society.

Plus, to celebrate the launch of the digital series, Bringing Israel 
Home and The Hub on My Jewish Learning are partnering to offer you 
the chance to win a free, private cooking lesson with Michael Solo-
monov. Find details and enter the contest here.

To make sure you don’t miss an episode, sign up for weekly remind-
ers here.

Here’s what to expect from the first 8 episodes of the show, airing 
each Wednesday night at 8:00 pm ET.

Episode 1, January 13: Israel’s Diversity
Episode 2, January 20: Exploring Students’ Experiences
Episode 3, January 27: The Port City of Akko
Mike interviews chef Osama Dalal, whose family has lived in Akko 

for more than 300 years, to talk about pluralism and how Jews and 
Arabs live side-by-side. An ambassador of authenticity, Osama dem-
onstrates how Ottoman influences flavor the food of Akko, more than 
elsewhere in Israel. Mike also speaks with Avihai Tsabari, who sheds 
further light on the history of the historic port city.

“Bringing Israel Home” series guide & how to watch
Recipes to make along with Mike:
Fish Schnitzel with Kataifi Crust, Preserved Lemons and Capers
Konafi
Episode 4, February 3: Yemenite Soup for the Soul
Mike interviews Ravid Kahalani, co-founder and lead singer of the 

genre-defying band, Yemen Blues. The duo discuss the global sensa-
tion’s groundbreaking music that pulls influence from a number of 
places within Israeli culture, including of course, Yemenite culture. 
Avihai Tsabari is also back to talk about Yemenite influence in Israel 
(he’s the son of a Yemenite father and Tunisian mother).

Recipes to make along with Mike:
Yemenite Soup with Chicken
Schug
Episode 5, February 10: The Israeli Bakery
Breads and pastries – both traditional and modern, sweet and sa-

vory – are an integral part of Israeli life. Bakeries are a daily stop for 
many Israelis. To talk about the impact of the bakery on Israeli life, 
Mike interviews Uri Scheft, founder of the great Lehamim Bakery. We 
learn how Uri created an iconic bakery, brand, and babka.

Recipes to make along with Mike:
Hand-stretched Phyllo Borekas with Spinach and Kashkaval

Episode 6, February 17: Israeli Breakfast
Episode 7, February 24: The Sabich Sandwich
Episode 8, March 3: Remembering David Solomonov

Custom Tub & Shower
Enclosures

  • Design & Installation
  • All-Glass Enclosures

Expert Mirror Design &
Installation

  • Visit Our Showroom

151 Jefferson Avenue • New London, CT 06320
Phone (860) 442-0373 • Fax (860) 442-1356

SERVING SOUTHEASTERN CONNECTICUT
FOR OVER 60 YEARS

FULL  SERVICE  GLASS  SPECIALISTS

CO., INC
Ruby Glass

Michael Solomonov is a 
beloved champion of Israel’s 
diverse and vibrant culinary 
landscape. He is co-owner of 
Philadelphia’s CookNSolo Res-
taurants which include Zahav, 
the trailblazing restaurant 
where Solomonov is Chef, and 
he is the co-author of three 
cookbooks. Solomonov is the 
recipient of five James Beard 
awards, including 2016 “Book of 
the Year” for his and CookNSo-
lo partner Steven Cook’s best 
seller Zahav: A World of Israeli 
Cooking, as well as 2017 “Out-
standing Chef” and 2019 “Out-
standing Restaurant” for Zahav. 
He is the host of the new “Bring-
ing Israel Home” series.

Editor’s Note: go to https://
j fec .com/communit y/jew -
ishleader/

The links in the article are live.

mailto:mimi%40jfec.com?subject=Celebrity%20Chefs%20Facebook%20Live%20Link
https://bit.ly/34SaLwA
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/the-nosher/michael-solomonovs-chicken-thighs-with-kumquats-and-olives-recipe/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/the-nosher/michael-solomonovs-chicken-thighs-with-kumquats-and-olives-recipe/
https://www.jewishfoodsociety.org/bringingisraelhome
https://forms.gle/BH3hPAthDz4oQxfi9
https://forms.gle/AUqDWW4MUPyWzESJ9
https://forms.gle/AUqDWW4MUPyWzESJ9
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/the-hub/bringing-israel-home-series-episode-1/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/the-hub/bringing-israel-home-episode-2-exploring-students-experiences/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/the-hub/bringing-israel-home-episode-3-exploring-students-experiences/
https://www.jewishfoodsociety.org/bringingisraelhome
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/the-hub/bringing-israel-home-episode-4-yemenite-soup-for-the-soul/
https://www.jewishfoodsociety.org/bringingisraelhome
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/the-hub/bringing-israel-home-episode-5-the-israeli-bakery/
https://www.jewishfoodsociety.org/bringingisraelhome
https://jfec.com/community/jewishleader/
https://jfec.com/community/jewishleader/
https://jfec.com/community/jewishleader/
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    By  

Artie
  Dean

The Sun Will Come Out  
Tomorrow

Everyone counts:   We are counting on you!
Here in Eastern Connecticut the JFEC works to support, sustain  

and revitalize Jewish life. But we can’t do it without you.  
Send in your donation today.

A Jurassic Park Tu B’Shvat Miracle in Israel
Tuesday, January 26, 2021 at 12 pm

During the week of Tu B’Shvat, join Federation for 
Jewish Philanthropy of Upper Fairfield County 
CEO David Weisberg for a special conversation with Dr. 
Elaine Solowey and David Lehrer of the Arava Institute 
in Israel to learn about the miracle story of how 
scientists at the Institute brought 
back to life the long extinct native 
Judaean Date Palm and its biblical fruit.

REGISTER AT: 
JEWISHPHILANTHROPYCT.ORG/DATEPALM

PRESENTED BY: YOUR LOCAL PARTNER:

Brought to you by THE ISRAEL DESK

AUTO  |  HOME  |  COMMERCIAL  |  MARINE  
 
 
 
 

 
ANDREW J. LEVINE 

Owner, Producer, 40+ Years Experience 
 

221 Boston Post Rd.                                  860-739-4444 Office 
P.O. Box 339                860-739-6861 Fax 
East Lyme, CT 06333               andy@ligct.com  

L E V I N E   

INSURANCE GROUP, LLC 

Ace Malbouche paced impatiently outside the boardroom. Four 
years on the job at WLIE in the D.C suburbs as a weather forecaster, 
and Malbouche had yet to meet a boss he’d respected. The new man-
agement team at the station seemed destined for failure, at least that’s 
what Malbouche had been telling anyone who would listen. As the 
most watched weatherman in the country, Malbouche was not about 
to take direction from anyone, especially a woman.

He put his ear to the door. Indistinct voices murmured inside. For a 
moment he thought he recognized the strident voice of the Chairman 
of the Board, a tough Italian from California, not used to taking guff 
from anyone—even a media star like Ace Malbouche.

The door swung open suddenly. Malbouche nearly fell over. He 
stumbled into a room packed with unfamiliar faces. Division heads 
from all over the country sat in a circle. Management types. They know 
nothing.

The Chairman pointed to a seat in the center.
“I’ll stand,” Malbouche said, his arms crossed in defiance, unwilling 

to sit in the tiny chair provided. This is a total waste of my time.
“Welcome to corporate, Mr. Malbouche,” the Chairman said. 
“Please, call me Ace. Glad you finally decided to congratulate me for 

my excellent reporting. It’s about time.”
The Chairman glanced around the room, a smirk on her face. “Yes, 

well this is a performance review of sorts, I suppose.”
“I deserve a medal for galvanizing the nation with my forecasting. I 

heard the station’s got the best ratings.”
“Actually, Ace, there’ve been some complaints.”
Malbouche stamped his foot. Complaints? About me? What nerve. 

Why, I’m the best reporter this nation’s ever seen. Better than Cronkite. 
Better than Edward R. Murrow.”

The Chairman raised her hand to cut him off. “People say your fore-
casts are all wrong.”

Malbouche’s eyes bulged. His face turned magenta, and it looked 
as if he might strangle the Chairman right on the spot. “Wrong! Never. 
And even when I am wrong, I’m right, way, way, right.”

“Be that as it may, just this past weekend you forecast beautiful 
weather.”

“It was perfect. A perfect forecast”
“Not at all.”
“I’m entitled to my own opinion. This is America. I say it was sunny 

and beautiful.”
“Malbouche, it snowed nine inches. There were accidents all over 

the highway. People died because of your negligence.”
“Not my fault. Eventually it melted…gone just like that. Besides, 

those people would have died eventually of something else, so really, I 
bear no responsibility.”

“Malbouche, You’ve been wrong about the weather for most of the 
last four years.”

“You’re a loser. I’ve got millions of people who love listening. They 
can’t wait to see me forecast the weather.”

“That may be, but you can’t be making up forecasts all the time. 
People are depending on you to tell them the truth.”

“They can’t handle the truth.”
The chairman’s mouth dropped open. She wiped the spittle from 

her lips, trying to control her rage, for she, too, was not used to being 
contradicted. People in the board room began arguing with one an-
other, some clearly bereft at the thought of losing their star forecaster. 
Others, afraid of losing their integrity fought back, their hands at the 
throats of those they opposed.

Malbouche rose to his full height, towering over the Chairman, at-

tempting to intimidate her with 
his huge size, a tactic he’d found 
effective with Secretaries he’d 
tried to dominate.

“Sit down, Ace,” the Chairman 
said. 

Malbouche sat, a smirk on his 
face. “I’ll be predicting the weath-
er here for as long as I’d like, long 
after you’re gone.”

“Listen, I’ll speak slowly so 
you’ll understand. “You can’t 
make stuff up all the time. People 
catch on. We’re losing our spon-
sors.” 

“Alright, so I may have exag-
gerated a bit, I was only kidding, 
being sarcastic. Where’s your 
sense of humor.”

“Malbouche, you told millions 
of our viewers that the sun re-
volves around the earth.”

“From my point of view it 
does.”

The Chairman shook her 
head. “You told them there’s no 
such thing as global warming.”

“Well, there isn’t. It’s all a hoax. 
You know it. I know it, and all my 
fans know it. And if you think you 
can silence me. I’ll take all my fol-
lowers and go to another station.”

“Malbouche, you just can’t 
make up your own facts.”

Malbouche was screaming 
now, the sound of his voice like 
thunder, shaking the very foun-
dation of the WLIE corporate 
structure. “You wouldn’t dare 
correct me. You haven’t got the 
kahoonas.”

“The members of the Board 
are asking you to properly report 
the weather for the good of our 
listeners.”

“Hey, stick it where the sun 
don’t shine.” Malbouche rose and 

strode to the door, with the pomp and circumstance usually reserved 
for a fifty-gun salute, or a coronation.

“I’m glad we had this little chat,” the Chairman said, as Malbouche 
opened the boardroom door.

Malbouche turned and raised his clenched fist. “I won’t resign,” he 
said, his teeth bared.

“Oh, you won’t have to,” the Chairman said in a subdued voice.
“Just as I thought,” he said. “You’re weak.” As Malbouche was on the 

way out, the Chairman called him back.
“One more thing, Malbouche,” she said, rising to her full 5 foot 6 in 

heels.
“You’re giving me a four-year extension on my contract?”
“Not exactly.
“What then?”
Silence gripped the boardroom, for Malbouche had dominated the 

station for so long that the board members seemed shocked to finally 
have their say.

They glanced at one another, timid, as if contemplating the enor-
mity of their decision. Then in unison they spoke. “Ace Malbouche, 
You’re fired!”

***
Dear Reader: Never fear. The Adventures of Moishe Rappinsky 

will continue in our next issue.
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Realtor Corner
Owning in New London  
County January 2021

By Geoff Hausmann
Can you believe it is 2021? There is still a 

great present that you did not open in New Lon-
don County. That would be getting a great price for your home.

The difference of a buyer’s market and a seller’s market is all based 
on inventory. Six months inventory is the middle ground between the 
two different markets. In August 2019, there were 1,565 homes avail-
able for sale in New London County and now, January 2021, there are 
only 345 homes available making the current market index currently 
at 1.3. 

I started to explain this to my son. He responded, Dad, I understand 
supply and demand. With supply being so low then sellers will be able 
to ask for more money for their home and get it. What a wonderful 
time to be a property owner in New London County!

I figured the hesitation is that you do not think your property is 
sellable. I tried to figure out what I could do to assist so I developed 
a Home Seller Checklist. This will make sure you are spending your 
money wisely and making the repairs on the home that will make the 
biggest return. Contact me at the email below for your own copy.

The biggest question I receive is why I should renovate the proper-
ty so that the new owner can go in and redo it again. I will respond that 
you cannot control what the new owner will do, but the more updated 
your home is may bring a higher selling price and put more money 
into your wallet.

To give you the perfect example. My client had me come check out 
their home and I gave them some recommendations on some modifi-
cations that they should consider doing. They listened to my sugges-
tions and instead of getting $165,000 for their home, they closed at 
$190,000. 

Regardless of how beautiful you make your home; you must be 
ready for the buyer who is looking for a bargain. Against my advice, I 
still have buyers offering $50,000 below the asking price and are sur-
prised when their offer gets rejected.

The market is hot, hot, hot! It is time to get off the sideline and take 
advantage of this market. It is time to put my 24 years of experience 
specializing in helping sellers in New London County sell their homes 
for every dollar possible. If that’s you, let me help you get started with 
clarity and confidence. 

Please remember you can search for homes at www.CallThe-
HouseMan.com. Do you have a question about real estate?  

Advice/responses will be made by: Geoff Hausmann, RE/MAX on 
the Bay, 860-443-4400, Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com

Program details:
A Jurassic Park Agricultural Miracle in Israel 

Tuesday, Jan. 26, 12 noon
Open to the community free of charge

Registration: jewishphilanthropyct.org/datepalm

In September 2020, Israeli scientists from the Arava Institute for 
Environmental Studies and Hadassah Medical Center travelled back 
in time two millennia, becoming the first people to sample dates from 
trees extinct since the biblical period.

Dr. Elaine Solowey, director of the Center for Sustainable Agricul-

ture of the Arava Institute, and Dr. Sarah Sallon, director of the Louis 
L. Borick Natural Medicine Research Center of Hadassah Hospital in 
Jerusalem, harvested ancient dates in the culmination of an ambitious, 
decades-long experiment to raise the biblical-era date palm, Phoenix 
dactylifera, from the dead.

On January 26, Dr. Solowey and David Lehrer, executive direc-
tor of the Arava Institute, will tell this miraculous story live on 
Zoom. 

The program, open to the community free of charge, is hosted by 
Federation for Jewish Philanthropy of Upper Fairfield County (Conn.) 
in partnership with the Arava Institute, the Consulate General of Israel 
to New England, and more than 30 Jewish federations across North 
America including the Jewish Federation of Eastern CT.

“I’ve been following the story of Dr. Solowey’s work on the Judean 
date palm for the past decade,” says Federation CEO David Weisberg, 
who will facilitate the conversation and who has a past professional 
relationship with the Arava Institute. “Bringing back a tree and its fruit 
from extinction is truly a real-life Jurassic Park story.”

The researchers believe that the dates were native to ancient Egypt 
and the Arabian Peninsula and hybridized in the ancient Land of Is-
rael. The Arava-Hadassah experiment seeks to rediscover the origins 
of the historic date-palm population and confirm the date seeds’ long-
term durability, while shedding light on ancient cultivation techniques 
that nurtured this unique fruit and exploring potential relevance for 
modern date agronomy.

“The harvest of the biblical date palms brought years of innovative 
scientific research to fruition,” says Lehrer. “We proved that we can not 
only restore an ancient variety to the land but showed how scientific 
collaboration and academic partnership benefits all the people of the 
Middle East.” 

What does a 2,000-year-old date taste like?
Hear from scientists who coaxed an ancient  

Judean date palm to bear fruit

Photo: Researchers Dr. Elaine Soloway of the Arava Institute for 
Environmental Studies (left) with Dr. Sarah Sallon of Hadassah 
Medical Center, moments after picking the first harvest of dates. 
CREDIT: MARCOS SCHONHOLZ

The Jewish Federation of 
Eastern CT gives life to the im-
portant Jewish value of tikkun 
olam, repairing the world, by 
uniting people of good will to 
meet humanitarian and educa-
tional needs at home, in Israel, 
and around the world. A mem-
ber of the non-profit networks: 
The Jewish Federations of North 
America, and the United Way of 
Southeastern CT, we serve the 
geographic area of Eastern CT 
including New London, Nor-
wich, Salem, Waterford, East 
Lyme-Niantic, Lyme-Old Lyme, 
Old Saybrook, Groton-Mystic-
Stonington-Westerly, Norwich, 
Colchester, Storrs-Mansfield-Wil-
limantic, and Danielson-Putnam.

With a student body com-
prised of Jordanians, Palestin-
ians, Israelis, and participants 
from around the world, the 
Arava Institute for Environ-
mental Studies is a leading envi-
ronmental-studies and research 
institute in the Middle East. The 
Arava Institute houses accredited 
academic programs, research 
centers, and international-coop-
eration initiatives focusing on a 
range of environmental concerns 
and challenges, with the mis-
sion of providing the Middle East 
with a new generation of sophis-
ticated professionals who will 
meet the region’s environmental 
challenges with richer and more 
innovative peace-building solu-
tions. arava.org

By Cnaan Liphshiz, JTA
Benjamin de Rothschild, a French-Jewish banker who has donated 

generously to Israel, including $22 million for the country’s effort to 
beat COVID-19, has died. He was 57.

De Rothschild, who in 1997 took over the Edmond de Rothschild 
Group, an Switzerland-based finance institution named for his father 
with over 2,500 employees worldwide, died Friday of a heart attack at 
his home in Pregny, Switzerland, the Rothschild Group said in a state-
ment.

De Rothschild, whose fortune is estimated at $180 million, is sur-
vived by four daughters — Alice, Liv, Olivia, Naomi — and his widow, 
Ariane, who has run the Rothschild Group with him for many years. 
Ariane, who is not Jewish, has supported programs to support women 
in science in Israel and to build connections between Muslim and Jew-
ish entrepreneurs.

A sailing enthusiast, devoted father and admirer of Israeli innova-
tion, Benjamin de Rothschild was also critical of Israel’s tax policy af-

Benjamin Rothschild, dies at 57

Benjamin de Rotchschild. (Courtesy 
of Edmond de Rothschild Group)

http://www.CallTheHouseMan.com
http://www.CallTheHouseMan.com
mailto:Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com
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Hadassah News

Hadassah Eastern CT
We’d love to hear from you. 
Please feel free to call or write.

● President: Karen Bloustine bloustinek@gmail.com
860-326-6377

● Membership: Moira Ross moira29ross@hotmail.com
● Donations: Treas. Vicki Seroussi 2 Mitchell Ct 

Norwich, CT 06360
● Cards/Certificates: Kim Fischburg kimfischburg@gmail.com

860-608-9223

   Follow us on Facebook  

President’s Message  
by Karen Bloustine

SUSAN CONT. ON PG 13

Hadassah Speaks Out! 
Besides the tragedy and heart-

break of the Covid19 pandemic 
that has so affected all of our 
lives, we are facing another exis-
tential crisis testing the strength 
of our democracy and Hadassah 
is speaking out. Our National 
President, Rhoda Smolow re-
leased this statement after the 
shocking and unprecedented at-
tack on our Capitol where white 
supremacists and neo-Nazis were 
part of the mob violence.

“Americans of all political 
stripes watched with anger, fear 
and sorrow as the United States 
Capitol — a great symbol of our 
democracy — was desecrated by 
a violent mob intent on impeding 

a constitutional process. They have failed.
The criminal behavior and events of this afternoon are abhorrent, 

as are attempts to disrupt democracy with incitement to violence. As 
Jews, we know the power of words and demand our elected leaders 
raise the level of discourse and lead with civility.

We feel the heavy weight of today’s events and the chasms that di-
vide our nation. We hope that we will continue to learn from and about 
others, to love our neighbors, and to move forward as one nation.”

Our Board and members have stepped up to the challenges of 
adapting to these times. We have been learning to use new methods 
of communication to create our programs and raise funds. Hadassah 
is proud to be part of the Jewish Federation of Eastern Connecticut 
(JFEC). Allowing us to utilize the Jewish Leader has enabled us to 
reach more of our members and others in our Jewish community. In 
addition to our articles in the Leader, we have had successful Zoom 
programs.

Stay tuned for information about our plans for 2021, including 
our Annual Henny Simon Remembrance program, which is already 
scheduled for Sunday, April 11 at 2 p.m. Watch for news about this 
exciting and special Zoom event “Seeking Refuge - From Shanghai & 
Beyond” with special featured guest Professor Laurence Tribe, Con-
stitutional Law Professor at Harvard University.

We will continue our work to fulfill Hadassah’s mandate of Tikkun 
Olam - Repairing the World - through Zionist and Jewish education, 
American affairs advocacy, and action, and supporting world class 
medical care and research in Israel.

On December 21, 2020, we celebrated the 160th Birthday of Hadas-
sah’s founder, Henrietta Szold. Born in 1860, she entered the world on 
the eve of the Civil War. 85 years later - in the waning days of World 
War II - 1945 - she died, heart-
breakingly failing to see the ful-
fillment of her Zionist dream in 
the creation of Israel.

This is just Part I of her sto-
ry that deserves to be told over 
and over because of the inspi-
ration it brings and the legacy 
she left. She transformed the 
land of Israel and the lives of 
American Jewish women. But 
that started when she was 52 
years old in 1912 with Hadas-
sah’s founding. Before that, 
she lived and accomplished 
enough for scores of lifetimes.

She was a pioneer - a trail-
blazer in the fields of public 
health, child care, social ser-
vice, education, and the elevation of women in the modern world.

She represented a perfect combination of Americanism and Juda-
ism. She lived so many lives - before and beyond the founding of Ha-
dassah - as:

• Educator of Jewish immigrants in America Journalist and 
scholarly editor

• Translator, publisher, lecturer, fundraiser Zionist organizer
• Innovator in social welfare
• Trailblazer in maternal guidance and childcare Director of 

Rescue and resettlement
She was blessed with an intellectual and professional freedom that 

was unheard of in her day. She was born in Baltimore to a father - a 
Rabbi - whose attitude toward women would be considered advanced 
even today. She was inculcated with confidence in her ability to master 
any discipline she set her mind to. Her father believed there was noth-
ing a man could do that a woman couldn’t do as well. Her parents saw 
to it that she was educated by experience as well as by books.

Until 1882, she was a teacher of languages, mathematics, and bot-
any in Baltimore. 1882 was a turning point in modern Jewish history 

Henrietta Szold - Trailblazer - Part I
and also in Henrietta’s life. The 
assassination of Alexander II in 
Russia unleashed the anti-Jewish 

pogroms and policies 
which set in motion the 
vast westward migra-
tion to America. The tide 
reached Baltimore and 
the problem was how to 
help the newcomers ad-
just to life here - to Amer-
icanize. 

She saw the need - 
collected 30 immigrants 
and opened a night 
school. Within a short 
time, she was head of a 
school with hundreds 
of pupils. She organized 
English language and 
American citizenship 
night classes - pioneering 

the establishment of a vast net-
work of night schools that helped 
our grandparents learn how to 
become Americans. I remember 
vividly in the 1950’s helping my 
grandmother and my aunts and 
uncles who escaped Russia do 
their spelling and essay home-
work as they attended evening 
classes in my elementary school 
in the South Bronx. Just like Hy-
man Kaplan did in Leo Rosten’s 
book - “The Education of Hyman 
Kaplan”. Now we know that we 
have Henrietta Szold to thank for 
that.

Stay tuned for Part II of her 
story.

Sue Lorinsky is one of Hadassah’s most dedicat-
ed workers. She sits on the Board and volunteers to 
help on every project. Where she shines most how-
ever is in spearheading and leading Hadassah’s gift 
wrap project in the area malls every holiday season. 
Sue has helped Hadassah raise a lot of money - and 
in the process, she has helped to raise the profile of 
Hadassah in the general community and encourage 
people to people understanding.

Sue was raised in northeast Pennsylvania, but her 
teaching career brought her to Mystic where she 
taught hearing-impaired children at the Mystic Oral 
School. Then she met her husband Lorin at a Jewish 
singles party. They married and moved to Norwich. 
Sue and Lorin have four children and three grand-
children.

So who are Olivia and Golan, who was named af-
ter the Golan Heights?

They are the horses Sue owns and loves. Al-
though she grew up in an urban environment, her 
love affair with horses started at summer day camps 
in Pennsylvania. She rode in college and when her 

HADASSAH PROFILES: Susan Lorinsky
Olivia and Golan: A special relationship!

daughter Ashley was nine years old, Ashley took 
riding lessons and then Sue started lessons for her-
self. Sue and Ashley share this passion. And now 
Sue is introducing her granddaughter Anabel, her 
son Jared’s daughter to horses and riding.

Sue met Olivia - now 18 years old - at a farm in 
Groton was six years old. She fell in love with Ol-
ivia who is a descendant of Man O’ War, considered 
one of the greatest racehorses of all time. Olivia’s 
sire was a Western Pleasure horse who competed 
in shows. Olivia is an all-around horse, an Ameri-
can Paint breed horse. A paint horse is a common 
breed in America with a spotting pattern of white 
and dark coat colors. Olivia is tobiano paint, with 
brown and white markings.

Sue leased Olivia for a year and then purchased 
her. Sue boards her now at the Nasin Hill Farm in 
Franklin. Olivia was bred at the Tangletree Farm in 
Colchester and foaled Golan who is now six years 
old. Sue was thrilled to be present at Golan’s birth. 
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Emissary secrets - everything  
you did not know

SECRETS CONT. ON PG 9

By Shai Fogel, Young Emissary 2010-11
Last summer Marcia Reinhard asked me to write an 

article that would talk about my life in the last decade, 
since the year of service. At first, I told her yes! Happily! 
But then I started thinking about it and realized that it 
is a terribly boring topic. Perhaps the most boring you 
will read about in a paper. After all, my last ten years 

have been full of ups and downs, but not something no 
one else has experienced. A fairly standard life of the Y 
generation in their 20’s.

The best solution to this problem that I could find 
was to pull you in by the title. I thought to myself, “If they 
would stay for the second paragraph, I did my job.” So, as 
you have probably already gathered, Emissary secrets 
will not be revealed here today, not that we have any. 
However, I will tell you about my personal perspective 
of that year. The year I still, at 28, think about by myself 
and enjoy every minute. 

I remember the moment I decided I would do my 
year of service in the US. I was at a friend’s house when 
they called to tell me I had passed the second stage in an-
other year of service for which I had tested. I knew that 
moment would come when I would have to decide be-
tween staying in the country with my family and friends 
or flying to the unknown. I never imagined that moment 
would come so quickly. Upon answering the phone, the 
girl on the other side informed me that the third stage 
is scheduled in three weeks - exactly the same date as 
the Jewish Agency seminar weekend. I hung up. I didn’t 
know what to do. Less than two minutes passed, and I 
called her back - I informed her that I could not come. 
She made it clear to me that this meant I would not con-
tinue- “I understand,” and so the call ended. Just like 
that - without consulting anyone, the question was an-
swered. I did not even hesitate and ultimately, it became 
clear that this was the right decision for me. 

In the weeks before the flight I was terrified. I could 
not sleep at night and could not concentrate during 
the day. I did not know what to expect at all. So many 
thoughts went through my mind. I was afraid of driv-
ing, I was worried about the language barrier, wondered 

how you will accept me in the community, would my char-
acter cross the language barrier, would you understand 
my cynical jokes and weird humor, would I get along with 
my host family? Think about it for a moment. I was going 
to fly, at 18 years old, to the other side of the world to live 
with a family I never met before, a family with whom the 

only common denominator was the 
fact that we are Jewish - everything 
else I would have to figure out on my 
own.

Spoiler! - everything worked out 
just fine! I had a wonderful empow-
ering year. I was able to express my-
self, I got to meet kind, good, warm 
people who will be in my heart for-
ever. My host families became my 
second home. They had everything 
there is in a real family - laughs, love, 
movie nights, fattening meals and 
fun! (Even some challenges and mis-
understandings.  Just like a real fam-
ily). I could not even begin to explain 
how much I love and appreciate The 
Ringers and The Mazzellas! 

I learned so much about myself 
that year. I learned what it is like to 
be accepting of a different culture, 
what kindness and generosity are 
and that I’m strong enough to be 
on my own. 

The community welcomed me with 
open arms and a huge smile with 
not a drop of judgment or criti-
cism. I guess I will not be telling you 
something you don’t already know 
if I tell you that we, in Israel, are a 
bit thorny. We are warm and loving 
people, but we always have some-
thing to say and, in the US, it was a 
completely different story. 

When the year was over, the trou-
bles began. Maybe I’m exaggerating 
a bit but returning to Israel was not 
easy. After this empowering year, I 
landed straight into basic training. 
Some people look at this time of life 
as a fun experience. I, on the other 
hand, did not exactly belong to this 
group. The structure was too tough 
for me. I was told what to say, how 
to say it, where to go, how to go 
and worst of all (!) I was told what 
to wear! (The nerve!) I spent three 
months of basic training calling my 
mom, crying, demanding that she 
call the IDF Chief of Staff to tell him 
that her daughter is not happy and that there is too much 
oil in the food. It did not happen. The months passed. I 
finished basic training and somehow, I became an officer 
(by the way, I also spent the Officers Course crying every 
night. What can I do? Olive green is really not my color.

Without noticing, I served in the military for six years, 
graduating as a Major. I had significant roles of which I 

could not be prouder! I commanded soldiers from dif-
ferent backgrounds with a variety of stories. Each of 
them brought a different lesson. My jobs required a lot 
of responsibility and multitasking. The defining mo-
ment of my service was during Protective Edge in 2014. 
It was then when I decided to stay longer than required. 

I have to add a little asterisk (*). I did not serve on 
the front line, nor did I walk around with weapons. 
Most of my service I walked across air-conditioned 
rooms, wore make up and sometimes, even heels.  But 
I was proud, felt significant and every day was an ad-
venture for me.

In November 2017 I was released. After a busy ser-
vice and parting from my boyfriend at that time, I went 
straight home to my parents’ couch. I completed all the 
seasons of Gossip Girl, and the Kardashians. I guess the 
vast majority would not have put this period on their 
“resume” but in my opinion, it was definitely a suc-
cess! I managed to complete quite a bit of pop culture 
and mostly, I was myself again. I was being an ordinary 
25-year-old girl, living life and enjoying the nonsense 
of all that goes along with that. I realized it was okay 
that at 25 I was not running the world; that I have a 
whole life ahead of me to make mistakes, try new 
things and be confused. I was a waitress again, work-

ing as an instructor at the moshav - with the funniest 
teens and kids I have ever met! (I have no significant 
wisdom about today’s youth other than their heart is in 
the right place).

In October 2018, I started my BA in Economics and 
Political Science at Ben Gurion University. It was not an 
easy time - I began at almost 26 years old, older than all 

Shai, the first day she arrived in our community and with her host family, 
The Ringers. Their first dinner together. L-R Rebecca, Shai, Scott, Laura & 
Jared

Asaf with his host family, The Greens, in Mystic:  L-R Marcia Reinhard, Pepi 
Kahn, Asaf, Meredith and Steve Green
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Secrets  
continued from page 8

the other students by about five years and ten years after grad-
uating high school; eight years where the only things I read 
were emails from my soldiers asking if they could go home at 
10:00am and the only things I wrote were emails in response 
explaining that the working hours are between 08:00am and 
5:00pm and they cannot. The adjustment was huge. In addi-
tion to that, in March 2019 in the middle of the second year, I 
was called to 68 days of reserve. I was half in the military and 
half a student.

I am now starting my third year. This year we are Zoom 
learning everything. I have to say a few words about Zoom – a 
wonderful software! What’s better than learning from home? 
What is better than sitting at home, in your pajamas in front of 
the computer, drinking hot coffee and listening to a professor 
without anyone arguing with you about turning the air condi-
tioner on or off in class. 

Well, that’s it. This is how I spent my last 10 years. I finished 
writing this a minute before the deadline Marcia gave me (I’m 
not sure if she meant Israel or US times so I aimed for what-
ever gave me more time.) I do not think she expected it to be 
so informal (I did not expect it be so long), but I thought about 
it a lot. I didn’t want it to be formal in any way. I meant it to be 
a very personal reading, because in the end it all comes down 
to our personal relationship. If it was not personal or intimate, 
the only other common denominator I had with the people I 
love so much from that year, was belief. So, I decided to give 
up the technical details of my life and give you a real glimpse 
into my very personal experience of the last ten years. A quick 
overview of all my feelings, concerns and joys. That way, the 
next time you’ll arrive in Israel, you will feel right at home with 
me, just as I felt with you.  Thank you for the best year ever! 

Feel free to message me on Facebook at Shai Fogel. Stay safe 
and stay well everyone! 

Some of the crafts that Shai and Asaf 
created for JCC Day, Nov. 2010.

Children and adults playing, "This Way to Israel" game at JCC Day.  

Mimouna event -first and only we ever had in our community put together 
by Shai, Asaf and Shai's parents.

Shair Fogel in Israel during the summer of 2019 while 
shopping for glasses with Marcia during her visit.
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several tour operators, and one was for a trip to Israel. I was excited 
at the concept to actually go to this place I’d heard about all my life, 
talked about around the dinner table and to which I felt an organic 
connection. However, ultimately, I decided it was important I see my 
own country first before traveling overseas and chose a cross country 
teen tour, leaving my 
dream of traveling to 
Israel behind me. Israel 
would be there, and I 
would go at another 
time. It never occurred 
to me that it would be 
40 years before the op-
portunity would pres-
ent itself again.

The prospect of trav-
eling to Israel was excit-
ing for another reason. 
By now, I had been the 
Emissary Coordinator 
for 2 ½ years, but I had 
known every pair since 
the onset of the pro-
gram. I understood the 
many nuances of the 
program, the challeng-
es these young Israeli 
teens face each year and the amazing opportunity this year of service 
would give them while they worked hard to give us an inside look into 
Israel and bring us all closer together. I felt ready to help them prepare 
for this very important, exciting and, yes, terrifying year ahead. I also 
knew there were many past emissaries to see and couldn’t wait to let 
them know I would finally be coming to Israel. Seeing them would help 
us reconnect and strengthen the Living Bridge.

Last, but certainly not least, I was thrilled at the thought of meet-
ing the new emissaries before they came to Connecticut, meeting their 
parents and helping to relieve any angst they must be feeling - sending 
their teenagers so far from home and not for a six-week teen tour, but 
for a year of service. 

Since this was my first trip to Israel, I convinced my husband, Mike 
who had also never been, to join me. It was an opportunity not to pass 
up. We arrived in Israel, ironically, on July 4. Before we left Mike com-
mented, “I think things will be a little quieter in Israel on the 4th than 
here.” We landed in Tel Aviv and went straight to Jerusalem to the 
seminar at Kiryat Moriya, the JAFI compound. We met Shai and Asaf 
and the whole group who greeted us with a huge welcome sign and 
lots of hugs. 

My presentation went very well, with the emissaries asking lots of 
pertinent questions. I truly felt like I helped prepare them for what 
would prove to be a pivotal year in their lives. 

Fast forward to the end of our trip. We had a wonderful dinner 
with Shai, Asaf and their parents at Shai’s family’s home. The food was 
absolutely delicious, and the conversation was riveting and constant. 
Shai’s and Asaf’s parents shared a wealth of insight into Israeli cul-
ture. They asked a multitude of questions about the year ahead for 
Shai and Asaf which I answered to the best of my ability, giving them 
some insight into our culture. It was interesting to watch them begin 
to relax as I put many of their concerns to rest. The most interesting 
of all, however, was when I told them how much credit I gave them for 
sending their children off on this wonderful adventure, but so far from 
home. Their response? “It is easier to send them there than to the next 
place we send them.” 

At the end of many hours and an incredible evening, Asaf’s dad 
drove us to the airport. It was time to go home. We spent two glorious 
weeks in Israel with a multitude of people from JAFI, our partnership 
friends, the new and past emissaries and, of course, Shai and Asaf. Ev-
erywhere we went we were treated to the warmest and most welcom-
ing Israeli hospitality - like nothing we had ever experienced before. 
Best of all, Shai, Asaf and I got a head start on getting to know each 
other and it laid the foundation for a great year together. 

THOMAS L. NEILAN & SONS
Funeral Directors

12 Ocean Avenue
New London, CT 06320
860-443-1871

48 Grand Street
Niantic, CT 06357

860-739-6112

Among the many things they 
did throughout their year, a few 
things stand out. For our JCC 
w/o Walls day, Shai and Asaf cre-
ated outstanding activities that 

remained in my office for years 
and were used often. A thousand 
thank you’s to Jerry Schwell who 
has helped so many of our Young 
Emissaries build fabulous ac-
tivities in his workshop. I believe 
Shai and Asaf were the first.

In the spring, Shai’s parents 
came to visit and created an eve-
ning of Mimouna for our entire 
community. Mimouna is a Sep-
hardic celebration of the end of 
Passover with lots of delicious 
dessert items. Shai’s mother 
made everything from scratch, 
Klezmenschen provided the mu-
sic and we had a belly-dancer for 
entertainment. Shai and Asaf set 
up the room and created the am-
bience; all which made for a very 
memorable evening.

My trip to Israel definitely 
helped Shai and Asaf get started 
on the right foot and helped us 
throughout our year together. En-
joy reading Shai’s article. You will 
surely get a peek into the won-
derful young woman she is today.

 Marcia at dinner with Shai and Asaf's families in Israel at Shai's parents' 
home. Pictured L-R: Tsofit Urie, Avi, Yael, Ori & Hadar Fogel, Shai Fogel, Marcia 
and Asaf Urie.

By Lior Zaltzman, Kveller
On January 13, on the floor of the House, Speaker Nancy Pelosi 

quoted the last lines of an incredibly powerful poem and song by Is-
raeli writer Ehud Manor: “I can’t keep silent, in light of how my coun-
try has changed her face/ Won’t quit trying to remind her in her ears, 
I’ll sing my cries/Until she opens her eyes.”

“I can’t keep silent about how my country has changed her face,” 
Pelosi continued, paraphrasing Manor’s words. “I urge my Repub-
lican colleagues to open their eyes and to finally hold this president 
accountable. The security of our country and the future of our very 
democracy is at stake.”

When I heard Pelosi’s words, a nostalgic chill ran down my spine. 
“Ein Li Eretz Acheret” — “I have no other country,” in Hebrew — is a 
song and poem that is forever etched in my soul. I’ve heard it from in-
fancy, playing on the radio on somber days, in the aftermath of armed 
conflicts and terror attacks. I’ve sung along to it on school stages dur-
ing Israeli Memorial Day ceremonies, wearing black, as my country 
mourned all those lost to war and suicide bombings. It’s a loss that 
so many Israelis have felt and that Manor, who died in 2005 at age 63, 
expressed indelibly in these words.

If you’re not familiar with Manor’s name, trust me when I tell you 
that you are familiar with his songs. He also wrote “Bashana Ha’Ba’a,” 
one of the most beloved Israeli songs of all time, which is used to mark 
the Jewish New Year.

Both songs were written in response to wars, in tragic circum-
stances. Manor wrote “BaShana HaBa’a” in 1970, two years after the 
War of Attrition, a murky and harrowing battle in the Sinai Peninsula 

that cost the lives of many Israeli soldiers — including Manor’s own 
brother. “Ein Li Eretz Acheret” was written after the First Lebanon 
War as a critique of the Israeli government’s treatment of soldiers dur-
ing that 1982 conflict, and as a late response to latent feelings Manor 
had about his own brother’s passing. “For many years, I’ve been walk-
ing with a feeling of very strong protest, that there was a disregard for 
human life,” he said about the song.

While “Ba’Shana Ha’Ba’a” has a hopeful and nostalgic note to it 
(perhaps even more so due to the upbeat melody that Nurit Hirsh 

composed for it in 1970), “Ein Li 
Eretz Acheret” is all fire and flame 
— literally. “I have no other coun-
try/Even if my land is burning,” 
the song starts. “Just one word in 
Hebrew seeps into my veins, into 
my soul/ With an aching body, 
with a hungry heart, here is my 
home.”

The song’s melody was com-
posed by Korin Allal, whose fam-
ily arrived in Israel from Tunisia 

Nancy Pelosi quoted  
Israeli poem and song
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Memorial

Kol Esperanza (Voice of Hope) is an exciting Israeli trio of classical-
ly-trained tenors who have performed worldwide. Nimrod Grinboim, 
Nadav Inbar, and Omer Shaish began performing in 2014, under the 
direction of composer/arranger/conductor/Musical director, Tomer 
Adaddi. All four men are veterans of the Israeli Air Force. Tomer Adad-
di served as conductor of the IDF classical orchestra.

This trio performs opera, pop, Broadway, Israeli, and Jewish songs, 
with powerful and moving voices, blending classical tradition with 
a vibrant new sound. They sing songs about hope and togetherness, 
for they believe “music has the power to uplift the spirit, and perhaps 
even show a better future ahead”.

This “spirit lifter” is being offered during these challenging times, 
by Congregation Beth El, sponsored by the Weiner-Tom Fund. There 
is a $10 per household charge for non-members of Beth El, and a $5 

charge for college students. Non-members and students will need to 
contact the Beth El office beforehand, by phone (860)442-0418, or e-
mail (office@bethel-nl.org), to receive the Zoom Link for the perfor-
mance. The cost for this event is waived for members of Beth El, and a 
link will be sent out prior to the concert. After the concert, there will 
be a Q & A session with the performers. 

Sponsorships are being offered, and the funds collected will be 
earmarked for the Congregation Beth El building fund. A flyer will be 
forthcoming with details.

Join the tenors and Beth El for an uplifting, joyful musical experi-
ence! Mark your calendars for February 28, 2021 at 3:00! If you like 
the three tenors, you’ll love Kol Esperanza!

The Tenors are coming!
when she was 9. Allal is one of the best Israeli rock musicians of all 
time in this humble writer’s opinion (and was the producer behind 
the amazing ’90s Israeli rock band, The Witches). She’s also a prolific 
songwriter; she composed the melody to the poem in 1982 for former 
Eurovision winner Gali Atari, who recorded and released it in 1986.

There have been many gorgeous renderings of the song, including 
by Israeli pop star Ninet Tayeb and by Hasidic sensation Lipe Schmelt-
zer.  But my favorite rendition is by Allal herself, who lets every word 
reverberate in your heart as she sings it with her unique voice. Allal is 
known for songs that are both critical and loving towards the Jewish 
state, and those sensibilities are palpable in her rendition of this song.

From the moment it was released, “Ein Li Eretz Acheret” has truly 
become a sort of nationalist litmus test. Some, like pro-settlement sup-
porters during the Israeli disengagement from Gaza, have focused on 
the song’s title and have interpreted it as a nationalist rallying cry. Oth-

PELOSI CONT. FROM PG 1

ers, like Pelosi, used it as a dire 
call for action, and to criticize the 
nation they love and live in, be-
seeching it to “open her eyes.”

Whatever you make of the 
song, it is considered Manor’s 
most beloved song, and it’s hard 
to deny how powerful and mov-
ing it is. I can hardly think of a 
more poignant and beautiful 
song to quote on the floor of the 
Senate.

Photo by ANDREW CABALLE-
RO-REYNOLDS/AFP via Getty 
Images

By Edgar Asher, Ashernet
Despite an evolutionary gap of 700 million years, a new study un-

dertaken at the University of Haifa and published in the prestigious 
journal ‘Nature Ecology and Evolution’ found that the GABA neu-
rotransmitter, which plays a central role in brain development and 
function in mammals, fulfills similar roles in sea anemones. “In the 
study, we not only discovered that a receptor from the GABABR family 
controls the metamorphosis process in the sea anemone, but also that 
the molecular path is like that found in humans, and in both instances, 
it mediates nervous system functions. This similarity opens new direc-
tions in the field of medicine, where the sea anemone can provide an 
accessible and simple model for analysis in the development of new 
medicines,” the researchers explained.

The study forms part of the doctoral thesis of Dr. Shani Levy and 
was conducted at the laboratory of Dr. Tamar Lotan from the Marine 
Biology Department at the Leon H. Charney School of Marine Sciences 
in the University of Haifa, in collaboration with the lab of Dr. Mickey 
Kosloff from the Department of Human Biology at the University of 
Haifa. The study began when the researchers sought to examine which 
biological processes control the development of the sea anemone.

The phylum cnidaria, to which anemones belong (along with jel-
lyfish and coral) is one of the oldest animal systems, having developed 
more than 700 million years ago. The lifecycle of all the members of 

Understanding the human brain
the phylum begins with a fertil-
ized egg that turns into a larva 
that moves in the water layer 
in the sea and after a few days 
metamorphoses into a polyp 
that settles on the seabed.

Surprisingly, the researchers 
discovered that the metamor-
phosis process occurs when the 
GABA neurotransmitter acti-
vates a receptor from the GAB-
ABR family. This discovery is re-
markable since in humans, too, a 
similar mechanism operates dur-
ing initial developmental stages. 
In humans (and in mammals in 
general), the GABA neurotrans-
mitter controls the initial devel-
opment processes of the nervous 
system in the brain by means of 
GABABR receptors. 

When the researchers ac-

BRAIN CONT. ON PG 13
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Editor’s Note: The Jewish Leader has subscribed to Mr. Asher’s 
news service for almost 20 years. His service has provided both vi-
sual and verbal stories about important events in Israel and the 
Mediterranean. We wish him a happy and healthy retirement.

Dear Subscriber,
After long and serious consideration, I have decided that at the end 

of this month (January 2021) I will be closing ‘Ashernet on-line’ (for-
merly Isranet News and Media).

For the past sixty years photography has been for me an incredible 
journey and experience. In a long and varied career. 

My first job, after leaving school, was to work in the darkroom in 
central London of the then court photographer, Baron. I have taught 
photography at leading British schools of photography, and for a con-
siderable period I freelanced for the ‘Daily Express’ and ‘Daily Mail’. I 
also for a period had my own photographic studio in London.

Photography was also a key to another love of mine, music. From 
the age of ten I learnt to play the violin. I wanted to be able to go to con-
cert rehearsals in London, particularly to watch the then well-known 
violinists. I phoned the PR department of the Royal Festival Hall, tell-
ing them that I was a photographer specializing in photography of mu-
sicians and could I come along and take pictures of particular events. 
I did not mention that I was only eighteen years old. They agreed and 
off I went. It was phenomenally successful and soon I was selling my 
pictures to record companies and, at the same time, able to hear re-
hearsing some of the most famous violinists of the day.

Prior to coming to live in Israel with my family in 1975, I was for 
some seven years on the full-time staff of the BBC TV News central 
stills library. During my years in the U.K. I had the privilege of pho-
tographing many well-known, as well as infamous celebrities, mostly 
on a one-to-one basis. These included, Queen Elizabeth, Winston 
Churchill, Charlie Chaplin, Albert Speer, Emperor Hirohito, Golda Meir, 
John Wayne, Harold Wilson, and many, many others.

My first job in Israel, back in 1975, was being appointed the chief 
photographer of the Israel Museum in Jerusalem. I worked at the mu-
seum for two years, taking photographs and building up the services 
and equipment of the photographic department. 

I left the Israel Museum after being offered an opportunity to set 
up a new photographic department in the then, soon to open, ‘Beit 
Hatefutsoth’ – now the Museum of the Jewish People in Tel Aviv. I re-
mained at the museum for about ten years, covering the period before 
it opened and after its inauguration. The museums first catalogue was 
a project which resulted in almost every photograph in its pages being 
taken by me.

I had a yearning to go back to news and current affairs. I left the 
‘Beit Hatefutsoth’ and joined a news agency in Tel Aviv, serving as its 
foreign editor. Some years later I decided to leave and start up my own 
agency. From this move, after many years of hard work, ‘Isranet’, and 
later ‘Ashernet on-line’, had subscribers across the globe.

May I wish you good luck in the future and thanks for your custom.
Edgar Asher

Petach Tikvah
January 2021.

Farewell to Edgar Asher

Byles-MacDougall
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(888) 736-7036

Byles Memorial Home
99 Huntington Street

New London, Conn. 06320

Byles-Groton Memorial Home
310 Thames Street

Groton, Conn. 06340

Daniel W. Byles
Reid B. Burdick

John D. MacDougall
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saying it was too generous in its 
terms, offering sanctions relief 
for a partial rollback of Iran’s 
nuclear capabilities.

Blinken said Biden believed 
the deal needed amending, and 
that other concerns about Iran 
needed to be addressed, includ-
ing its missile program and its 
adventurism in the region. But 
first, he said, it was vital to get 
back into the deal because Iran 
had used Trump’s pullout as a 
pretext to abrogate parts of the 
deal and now is closer than ever 
to a nuclear weapon.

The Iran deal, “for whatever 
its limitations, was succeeding on 
its own terms in blocking Iran’s 
pathways to producing fissile 
material for a nuclear weapon on 
short order,” he said. “It is now 
enriching at a higher level, it is 
deploying centrifuges in ways 
that were prohibited.”

He said getting back into a 
deal would be complicated by 
Iran’s violation of some of its 
terms. “We’re a long way from 
there,” he said.

In his introductory remarks, 
Blinken, who is Jewish, described 
the gratitude of his step-father, 
Samuel Pisar, at his rescue from 
Holocaust Europe.

He also reaffirmed a number 
of pro-Israel policies that Biden 
championed during his cam-
paign, including keeping the U.S. 
embassy in Jerusalem, opposing 
boycotts of Israel and support 
for the normalization deals the 
Trump administration has bro-
kered between Israel and four 
Arab states.

Every gift  
makes

a difference.

Get involved.

Donate.

Volunteer.

It’s what being
Jewish feels like.

Each Shabbat we read the prayer for our country. This prayer 
brings to bear the melding of Jewish values of righteousness, with the 
ideals of a democratic nation. 

As we end a week and begin another I hope the words of this in-
terpretation, by Rabbi Ayelet Cohen, bring comfort and hope. We will 
certainly need it in the weeks and months to come. 

Prayer for Our Country 
by Rabbi Ayelet Cohen

Our God and God of our ancestors, bless this country and all who 
dwell within it.

Help us to experience the blessings of our lives and circumstances
To be vigilant, compassionate, and brave
Strengthen us when we are afraid
Help us to channel our anger
So that it motivates us to action
Help us to feel our fear
So that we do not become numb
Help us to be generous with others
So that we raise each other up
Help us to be humble in our fear, knowing that as vulnerable as we 

feel there are those at greater risk,
And that it is our holy work to stand with them
Help us to taste the sweetness of liberty
To not take for granted the freedoms won in generations past or in 

recent days
To heal and nourish our democracy, that it may be like a tree planted 

by the water whose roots reach down to the stream
It need not fear drought when it comes, its leaves are always green
Source of all Life,
Guide our leaders with righteousness
Strengthen their hearts but keep them from hardening
That they may use their influence and authority to speak truth and 

act for justice
May all who dwell in this country share in its bounty, enjoy its free-

doms and be protected by its laws
May this nation use its power and wealth to be a voice for justice, 

peace and equality for all who dwell on earth
May we be strong and have courage
To be bold in our action and deep in our compassion
To discern when we must listen and when we must act
To uproot bigotry, intolerance, misogyny, racism, discrimination and 

violence in all its forms
To celebrate the many faces of God reflected in the wondrous diver-

sity of humanity
To welcome the stranger and the immigrant and to honor the gifts of 

those who seek refuge and possibility here,
As they have since before this nation was born
Let justice well up like waters, and righteousness like a mighty 

stream.

I wish you a restful and peaceful Shabbat and the strength and en-
ergy to see a better tomorrow.
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Ashley taped the birth and Sue cut the umbilical cord and helped with 
the placenta. Golan, also a mare, is now boarded in Michigan where 
Ahsley is at college and is also a riding instructor for beginning stu-
dents.

Boarding and caring for Olivia and Golan are expensive proposi-
tions: veterinary bills, boarding fees, supplements, and farrier (hoof 
care and shoes) 
costs are more 
than worth it 
for Sue. She vis-
its Olivia as of-
ten as 3-5 days 
per week and 
loves riding her 
on trails on the 
farm. Sue con-
tinues to take 
riding lessons, 
concentrating 
on posture, trot-
ting, cantering 
and faster riding 
gaits, as well as 
getting Olivia in 
shape going up 
hills and over 
coals. She wears 
a western sad-
dle, jeans, boots, 
and a helmet.

So what is it 
about Olivia and 
Golan and rid-
ing that bring so 
much joy to Sue? Sue says, she loves the female horses - mares best. 
Sue says a male horse can be trained, but a mare needs discussion. 
They are very smart, intuitive, very assertive, with a good memory and 
often a mind of their own, and when annoyed, their ears go way back. 
She and Olivia have a very close bond. Sue says they have a bond so 
close that Olivia gives Sue her trust and her heart. Olivia looks out for 
Sue and is very attuned to Sue while riding. Sue says “Her eyes are very 
expressive. When she hears the motor of my car when I arrive, her head 
turns in my direction. She can smell the treats I bring to her.

She nuzzles and pokes me. If she could climb in my lap, she would!”
How does Sue summarize her love of riding and its impact on her 

life?  “Riding does everything for me”, she says. “It gives me a lot of calm-
ing peace, and a sense of accomplishment when the trail ride comes out 
great. Everything falls into place, with a certain smoothness, like we’re 
riding on air, and Olivia and I flow together, as one.”

Olivia and Sue -- the best of friends!

and take advantage of yet another photo-op and remind 
potential voters of just how much they should owe to 
him for Israel obtaining vaccines. These photo-ops are 
usually emphasized by images of a mask-wearing prime 
minister standing next to somebody with a bare arm 
either just before, or just after a dose of vaccine is ad-
ministered.

The Prime Minister also seems to spend an inordi-
nate amount of time trying to encourage the Arab sector 
to vote for him. A visit to Netanyahu yesterday to curry 
votes and favor with the Israelis of the predominant 
Arab town of Nazareth resulted in protests and arrests. 
The Prime Minister has another big hurdle to overcome 
as he is due to soon appear again in court following 
his  indictment last year on charges of bribery, fraud, 
and breach of trust. Charges which he says are baseless.

There is no doubt that Israel, which is currently on 
yet another coved-19 lockdown, will have to extend the 
restrictions into a third week unless there is a marked 
improvement in the nation’s resistance to the virus after 
more citizens receive their vaccinations. © ASHERNET

A patient at a Leumit clinic in Ashdod receiving 
an inoculation against the covid-19 virus. 

PROGRAM CONT. FROM PG 3

ter authorities decided to audit his firm. In 2015 he said he would not 
visit Israel again until the demand is lifted.

The Rothschild family’s wealth dates back to the 18th century, 
when Mayer Amschel Rothschild, who was born in the local Jewish 
ghetto, became the banker of Wilhelm IX, a French nobleman. The el-
der Rothschild spread his enormous wealth to his five sons, who began 
separate banking dynasties in London, Paris, Frankfurt, Vienna and 
Milan.

Since then, the family has remained wealthy, and has also estab-
lished itself philanthropically. Rothschild donations helped establish 
early Zionist settlements in what is now Israel when the Ottoman Em-
pire controlled the territory, and the family continues to give philan-
thropically in Israel and elsewhere.

Today, the Rothschild name is frequently invoked in anti-Semitic 
conspiracy theories.

BENJAMIN CONT. FROM PG 6

tivated this mechanism in sea 
anemones using a drug that was 
developed for humans and ac-
tivates GABABR receptors, they 
found that they could halt the 

metamorphosis mechanism in 
the sea anemones. Using three-
dimensional models of these pro-
teins, the researchers discovered 
additional similarities between 
the human and anemone’s GAB-
ABR receptors. In particular, the 
active site of the GABABR recep-
tors – the molecular part of the 
receptors that defines how GABA 
activates them – is like that in 
humans, and in both groups the 
same process influences the de-
velopment of nerve cells. “There 
are many instances where the 
proteins are similar, but their ac-
tive sites are different, so that ul-
timately they have distinct func-
tions and actions. 

But in our case, both the genes 
and the details of the active sites 
and their actions are similar,” the 

researchers emphasized. The researchers also discovered that the 
next stages of the molecular paths are also similar in humans and sea 
anemones, and that the GABABR receptor, when activated by the GABA 
neurotransmitter, in turn activates molecular switches called G pro-
teins, which play key functions in intracellular communication in the 
human body.

This discovery has a real impact on the potential to develop new 
drugs. Over 30% of all existing drugs work on receptors such as the 
GABABR receptor, which are coupled to G proteins – drugs in the fields 
of asthma, heart disease, and many other areas. The similarities iden-
tified here between sea anemones and humans, and the fact that the 
nervous system of the sea anemones is so much simpler than ours, 
make the sea anemone a promising and exciting model system for the 
development of new drugs. © ASHERNET 

A sea anemone.

BRAIN CONT. FROM PG 6
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s Norwich - Esther Bokoff, formerly of Norwich, passed 

away peacefully Jan. 7, 2021, at Brookdale Chatfield in West 
Hartford. Esther was born in New London Aug. 25, 1932, 
to the late Fanny (Sorkin) and Samuel Katz. Esther studied 
piano with their upstairs tenant, ECSO founder Victor Nor-
man, and later at Boston University. She left college after 
two years to marry her love, Robert Bokoff, and helped op-
erate their business, Boston Hardware in Uncasville.

Together Esther and Bob created a loving family life 
over 52 years of marriage. Raising three children, visiting 
with her parents un-
til their deaths at 94 
and 102, and adoring 
her grandchildren, 

family was always a focus for 
Esther. She added frequent trips 
to Ocean Beach, light bookkeep-
ing, knitting beautiful sweaters, 
vacationing in Florida, playing 
canasta and baking traditional 
mandel bread, strudel and apple 
pie for special occasions. She 
was a member of Hadassah and 
Beth Jacob Synagogue.

Esther was predeceased 
by her husband Robert and by 
her older brother Leon. Among 
those left with treasured memo-
ries are son Steven Bokoff and his wife Cathy of Norwich; daughter 
Marilyn Brody and her husband Mitchell of West Hartford; daugh-
ter Barbara Pourfakhrai and her husband Habib of Southlake, Texas; 
grandchildren Jennifer Bokoff and her husband Chris Drane; Michael 
Bokoff, his wife Jillian and their daughter Sonia; Marc Brody and his 
fiancée Sarah Dowd; Rachel Brody; Samantha Brody Hart and her hus-
band Curtis; Matthew Pourfakhrai, Hannah Pourfakhrai and sister-in-
law Miriam Katz.

We are grateful for the compassionate support for Esther from her 
Norwich and Brookdale Chatfield caregivers, and from friends and 
family.

A graveside service took place at noon Sunday, Jan. 10, 2021, at 
Norwich Hebrew Benevolent Association Cemetery #3 in Preston.

Contributions in Esther’s memory may be made to Beth Jacob Syn-
agogue, 400 New London Tpke, Norwich, CT 06360; Alzheimer’s As-
sociation or a charity of donor’s choice.

Esther Bokoff
New London - Mrs. Esther 

Nasser, of Tarzana, Calif., and 
formerly of New London passed 
away Jan. 5, in Tarzana, Calif. She 
is going to be greatly missed by 
all her family, and by everyone 
who had the pleasure and honor 
of knowing her. She had a charm-
ing and regal quality to her, and 
yet a modesty and grace. Her 
thoughts and care were always 
for others. She was the best mom 
and grandmom in the world.

Esther was a loving wife to 
Maurice Nasser, who passed 
away in 1990. The surviving 
children are Nathan (and Ruth) 
Nasser, and Len Nasser, all of Pas-
saic, N.J.; Beverly (and David) Sie-
gel of Tarzana, Calif.; and Sheila 
Nasser of New London. She has 
five grandchildren, Michael, Lisa, 
Esther, Moshe, an`d Ella, all of 
whom she adored greatly.

Esther was born Nov. 24, 
1934, and grew up in a large fam-
ily. She was the daughter of Mr. 
Eliyahu and Mrs. Salcha Arakanji, 
in Aleppo, Syria. In 1950, the fam-
ily fled the dangerous situation in 
Syria and settled in Israel. Four 
years later, on May 20, 1954 (Lag 
b’Omer), she married Maurice at 
the King David Hotel in Jerusa-
lem.

Esther and Maurice settled in 
New London, where they raised 
two sons and two daughters, 
and lived among many close 
relatives in the Nasser/Calmon/
Samuels family. They belonged 
to Congregation Ahavath Chesed 
synagogue, and had many friends 
from there and Congregation 
Beth El. She was very active in 
Hadassah. Additionally, she loved 
traveling to see her family in Isra-
el, Brooklyn, Lakewood, N.J., and 
Mexico. Everyone who met Es-
ther was touched by her warmth, 
her cheerful demeanor, her big, 
bright smile, and her words of 
kindness.

Esther spoke five languages 
and used that knowledge to 
translate and manually tran-
scribe long letters from one rela-
tive to another. She worked for 
many years in the family busi-
ness, Maurice Nasser, Inc., which 
sold gifts and collectibles.

Some of her favorite things 
were spending time with family 
and attending special family oc-
casions, entertaining, Sephardic 
cooking, weekly card and mah-
jong games with friends, mu-
sic, and spending time at Ocean 
Beach Park. She was very spiritu-

Esther Nasser

By JTA Staff
Sheldon Adelson, the billionaire casino magnate whose philanthro-

py had an unparalleled influence on American and Israeli politics and 
Jewish causes, has died at 87.

One of the world’s richest people and a megadonor who set records 
for his political giving to Republicans, Adelson was known for his deep 
and polarizing involvement in local, national and international poli-
tics, especially his support for Israel and the Republican Party. 

Adelson lived the true American dream. His ingenuity, genius and 
creativity earned him immense wealth, his character and philanthrop-
ic generosity his great name.

The extent of Adelson’s giving to causes and institutions he be-
lieved in had few equals in American philanthropy. He was the largest 
donor to Donald Trump’s 2016 presidential bid at $25 million, as well 
as the nation’s biggest giver in the 2012 election at nearly $93 million. 
A newspaper he owns, the Las Vegas Review-Journal, was one of the 
few publications to endorse Trump.

Adelson also contributed enormously to pro-Israel causes. He do-
nated $127 million to the Jewish identity-building program Birthright 
Israel since 2007, according to IRS filings cited by the Center for Public 
Integrity. And he was a major backer of Israel’s Yad Vashem Holocaust 
Memorial Museum. He was a significant funder of the prominent Israel 
lobby AIPAC until he shifted his giving to more conservative pro-Israel 
organizations. 

He was a major backer of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu with 
his support of Israel Hayom, a free daily newspaper seen as supportive 
of the Israeli leader. Adelson also was an eminent funder of the Israeli-
American Council, a group for Israelis in the United States that has also 
engaged in political advocacy, and the Zionist Organization of America, 
a staunchly right-wing pro-Israel group. 

Megadonor Sheldon  
Adelson is dead at 87

SHELDON CONT. ON PG 15

al and prayed daily. She constant-
ly read from the Book of Tehillim 
(Psalms) and kept a kosher home. 
May her memory be a blessing.

The funeral was held on Janu-
ary 7, at the Ahavath Chesed Cem-
etery, 273 Boston Post Road, Wa-
terford.

Suggestions for donations in 
her memory are Congregation 
Ahavath Chesed in New London 
or a charity of the donor’s choice.

Jason Orenstein, son of Leslie 
and Harvey Orenstein of Water-
ford, and grandson of Irma Flitt 
of New London, has announced 
his engagement to Rebecca Wolff. 

Rebecca is the daughter of 
Heather and Sheldon Woff of At-
kinson, NH. Rebecca attended the 
University of Hartford and works 
for Twin Motor Sales in New 
Hampshire. Jason is an owner of 
Yales, Inc. in Montville.

The couple currently resides 
in Norwich. A wedding date is yet 
to be announced. Jason Orenstein and Rebecca Wolff with 

their ‘baby’ Bella.

Orenstein-Wolff engagement
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Covid-19, Haredim, and Zionism TEDDY WEINBERGER
© 2021, Teddy Weinberger

The tension between Israel’s ultra-Orthodox (Haredim) and the 
larger society has worsened during Covid-19. Like certain ultra-Or-
thodox communities in the New York area, Israeli Haredim have with 
alarming regularity flouted state-imposed limitations on in-person 
schooling and on social gatherings. A big difference in Israel is that 
the general animosity toward the ultra-Orthodox was already at a high 
level before the pandemic, due to the steadfast resistance of Haredim 
to serve in the IDF. Why this resistance? At heart, there is deep suspi-
cion and mistrust by the Haredim for the State of Israel--so much so 
that many Haredim would need to be termed “anti-Zionist.”

Years ago, “non-Zionist” would have been a fair description for the 
Haredi view of the State of Israel. According to this perspective, the 
Land of Israel is sacred, but the establishment of a Third Jewish Com-
monwealth must wait until the Messiah. The founding of the Jewish 
State is thus theologically irrelevant for religious non-Zionists, and 
they firmly reject the religious Zionist belief (enshrined in the Prayer 
for the State of Israel) that modern Israel is “the beginning of our re-
demption.” Several decades ago, however, relations between the secu-
lar and the Haredim deteriorated to such a hostile extent that “anti” 
(rather than “non”) Zionist is a more accurate description of the Hare-
di position concerning the Jewish State. 

What does it mean to be an ultra-Orthodox anti-Zionist? The guid-
ing principle for this position is that Zionism has just one vision for 
the Jewish religion: the graveyard. According to the ultra-Orthodox 

(and, truthfully, for some secu-
lar extremists as well), the Zion-
ist dream of the Jewish people 
coming to Israel, establishing 
a state, and becoming a nation 
like all other nations includes 
the negation of traditional Juda-
ism. Whenever there is any kind 
of confrontation in Israeli society 
over a “religious” issue, there-
fore, the ultra-Orthodox take it as 
axiomatic that the Israeli govern-
ment will do everything it can to 
harm Judaism. The Zionists, ac-
cording to the Haredi anti-Zion-
ists, will only be happy when the 
Jewish religion has no meaning-
ful influence over people’s lives. 

The Haredim see themselves 
as the great defenders of Judaism, 
and they work under very scru-
pulous definitions of the Jewish 
religion and of what constitutes 
a “religious” issue--at least this 

is what they tell themselves. In truth, they 
make their own selective use of biblical 
and rabbinic teachings. Having government 
employees move a giant electric turbine on 
Shabbat is viewed as a serious affront to 
Judaism, having a factory dump pollutants 
into the Kishon River is not. Assuring that 
Jews have safe and easy access to holy sites 
such as the Cave of the Patriarchs in Hebron 
is crucial to Judaism, pursuing peace is not a 
religious issue. 

The irony of it all is that it is only because Israel is a democracy 
(many of whose principles are rejected by the Haredim) that it can tol-
erate its anti-Zionists. And paradoxically, the flourishing of the ultra-
Orthodox in Israel suggests that Zionist intentions concerning religion 
are in fact not all that sinister. 

With Israel still struggling to contain Covid-19, despite its impres-
sive vaccination record, here’s hoping that at least for the near future, 
Haredim will obey the dictates of the Zionist State. And who knows, 
perhaps because of this, further avenues of cooperation can be discov-
ered and developed.

His aggressive approach re-
sulted in conflict at times: In 2019, 
a federal judge ordered Adelson 
to pay millions of dollars in fees 
to the National Jewish Democratic 
Council for using what the judge 
called “legal sadism” to effectively 
put the group out of business. The 
Jewish Democratic group in an ad 
had linked to an Associated Press 
report outlining an allegation that 
Adelson had allowed prostitution 
at one of his casinos. The courts 
agreed with the group, which ar-
gued that allowing litigants to 

punish people for linking to verified reporting would be a dangerous 
imposition on free expression, but Adelson doggedly pursued the is-
sue through appeals. 

Adelson was certain of his moral convictions — sometimes to a 
fault. In 2012, his Las Vegas resort hosted what was to have been a 
polite debate between Jewish Republicans and Democrats. Adelson 
walked into the room, took over the proceedings and called President 
Barack Obama a “crybaby” who should “be in diapers,” infuriating the 
Democrats in the room.

As a major donor to AIPAC — the American Israel Public Affairs 
Committee — Adelson breached the unofficial custom of its donors 
of entrusting policy to the lobby’s seasoned professional staff. If Adel-
son was giving money, he made clear, he would determine policy to its 
most minute detail. 

In 2007, AIPAC supported an initiative to increase U.S. funding to 
the Palestinians as a means of accelerating peace talks favored by the 
Bush administration. That led to an ugly showdown and a split in the 
relationship just months after Adelson’s name had graced the lobby’s 
gleaming new headquarters. Adelson likened AIPAC to a friend assist-
ing Israel’s suicide.

After the fight, Adelson turned to funding the Israeli-American 
Council because he saw the group as a means of filling the vacuum he 
believed to be left by AIPAC and robustly defending Israel’s positions.

Adelson admired the Israeli sensibility, interpolating his remarks 
with Hebrew phrases his wife taught him. He was a major funder of 
the Israeli scouts movement, Tzofim, in the United States. The Adel-
sons assumed control of a Las Vegas Jewish school and reshaped it 
according to the famed Haifa Reali school, where Miriam Adelson was 

educated. What is now called the 
Adelson Educational Campus em-
phasizes a Jewish identity that is 
less religious than in most Jewish 
day schools and more nationalis-
tic.

During the coronavirus pan-
demic, Adelson also gained at-
tention for continuing to pay his 
casino employees long after oth-
er Las Vegas casinos cut off pay-
checks to their workers.

In 2007, Adelson started Isra-
el Hayom to compete with other 
dailies that were less friendly to 
the Israeli right. Its popularity 
— it became Israel’s most-read 
paper — has been considered 
instrumental to Netanyahu’s 
continued success. Netanyahu 
expressed “deep sorrow and 
heartbreak” at news of Adelson’s 
death, lauding his “tremendous 
efforts to strengthen Israel’s po-
sition in the United States and to 
strengthen the connection be-
tween Israel and the Diaspora.”

Adelson’s millions also trans-
formed smaller Israeli projects. 
In 2014, he gave $16.4 million 
to SpaceIL, a nonprofit that at-
tempted to land a small space-
craft on the moon.

Adelson also was a major 
supporter of drug addiction pro-
grams, a specialty of his wife, 
who specialized in treating ad-
diction. A drug abuse treatment 
clinic in Las Vegas is named for 
the couple. 

“Sheldon was the love of my 
life,” Miriam Adelson said Tues-
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day in a statement. “He was my partner in romance, philanthropy, po-
litical activism and enterprise. He was my soulmate. To me — as to 
his children, grandchildren, and his legions of friends and admirers, 
employees and colleagues — he is utterly irreplaceable.”

The Adelson had two children together. He also adopted his first 
wife’s three children, one of whom predeceased him.
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