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RABBI CONT. ON PG 14

By Carin Savel, JFEC Executive Director
This week has been a nail biter. On top of the anxiousness so many 

have been feeling about the outcome of the election, stock market 
swings, the passing of Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, and the swift 
reemergence of COVID-19 cases certainly added to our apprehension 
about next steps.

I have been reading about the Hebrew word for patience, (savlanut), 
which, not coincidentally, shares a root with the Hebrew word for 
“suffer (sovel).”

Practically speaking, patience requires the willingness and ability 
to suffer discomfort. Right now, patience may include discomfort 
about the election’s implications for the direction of the country or 
discomfort in recognizing half the country sees things differently than 
I do.

Patience is an ethical, spiritual, and emotional virtue that can be 
challenging even on a normal day, let alone now. I’m not very good at it.

Patience takes practice, and as we practice patience, we need to 
affirm our commitment to democratic ideals and norms ─ including 
free and fair elections, the peaceful and dignified transfer of power, 
and the rule of law with equal justice for all.

Let us also recommit ourselves to building a Jewish community--
especially during a period of prolonged tension and discomfort. How 
we treat one another will be critical for healing. And when the dust 
settles from this election, we will have important work ahead. In the 
end, we are responsible for one another. We need to work together for 
the common good and to ensure a just, compassionate, and connected 
community and country.

Thank you for your patience, your generosity and your commitment.
May Shabbat bring you peace, perspective, and the chance to take 

a deep breath.
Please continue to stay safe, healthy, and hopeful.

Practice makes patience
By Ari L. Goldman, NY Times

Jonathan Sacks, the former chief rabbi of the 
United Kingdom who emerged as an important and 
widely heard voice on the role of religion in the 
modern world, died on Saturday, Nov., 14, in London. 
He was 72.

The cause was cancer, according to Dan Sacker, a 
spokesman. Rabbi Sacks, who wrote extensively and 
made frequent media appearances, withdrew from 
public life in mid-October after he announced that he 
was being treated for the disease.

While his religious home was Orthodox Judaism, 
Rabbi Sacks was one of the most inclusive voices 
within Judaism. In a 2013 study of his work, 
“Universalizing Particularity,” the editors wrote: 
“Sacks possesses a rare ability to hold in delicate 
balance the universal demands of the modern, 
multicultural world with the particularism 
associated with Judaism.”

His universalism sometimes got him in hot water 
with more fundamentalist elements of the Jewish 
community. When he was chief rabbi, Rabbi Sacks 
published “The Dignity of Difference: How to Avoid 

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, dies at 72

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks in 2014. “God has spoken to 
mankind in many languages: through Judaism to 
Jews, Christianity to Christians, Islam to Muslims,” 
he wrote.Credit...Associated Press

Join in a community Chanukiah 
lighting on Zoom each night of 
Chanukah at 6 PM (except Friday 
which will be at 4 PM). Each night 
representatives from one of eight 
community groups will host a 
Zoom community gathering. Have 
your Chanukiah ready to join 
spreading the light of our tradition. 
The host for each evening will lead 
in the blessings, candle lighting 
and a short kavanah. Visit the JFEC 

community calendar www.JFEC.com or www.tewaterford.org for 
links to the Zoom meetings.

Hosts each night (6 PM) are as follows:
1. Thursday, December 10 – Congregation Beth El, 
2. Friday, December 11 – Congregation Beth Jacob (4PM), 
3. Saturday, December 12 – Temple Emanu-El, 
4. Sunday, December 13 – Congregation Ahavath Achim, 
5. Monday, December 14 – JCHS and Yachad BBYO, 
6. Tuesday, December 15 – Connecticut College Hillel, 
7. Wednesday, December 16 – Temple Bnai Israel, 
8. Thursday, December 17 – Hadassah.  

Share the Chanukah lights of hope and peace shining in your home 
all across our region. Let’s light up the night together.

Light up the night
By Gabe Friedman, JTA

As the American drug company Moderna 
announced Monday, Nov. 16 that it had developed 

a COVID-19 vaccine 
that is 94.5% 
effective, Israeli 
scientist Tal Zaks was 
among the company 
leaders touting the 
good news to the 
media.

That’s because 
Zaks, who earned 
a doctorate at Ben-
Gurion University 
in Beersheba, is the 
chief medical officer 

at Moderna and has been involved in overseeing 
its unprecedentedly rapid push for a coronavirus 
vaccine.

“The overall effectiveness has been remarkable … 
it’s a great day,” he told BBC News.

In an interview last month with The Jerusalem 
Post, Zaks said he moved to the United States 
because it offered him a greater chance to “fulfill my 
dream and translate science into medicine.”

“I hope that Israel will continue to develop its 

Moderna’s Israeli 
CMO shares COVID 

vaccine news

Tal Zaks seen in a Ted Talk video. 
(Screenshot from YouTube)

MODERNA CONT. ON PG 13

By Marcia Reinhard, JFEC Ass’t Director
I remember getting the call from Susan Weiss, 

the Young Emissary Coordinator at the time, 
asking me if our family would like to host a Young 
Emissary. It was mid-August in the summer 
of 2006. The emissaries would be arriving in 
approximately two weeks. An answer was needed 
rather quickly. Mike and I spoke about it first and 
quickly knew we were in. Both our kids were away 
at Crane Lake Camp in the Berkshires and phone 
calls to your children were not permitted. However, 
you cannot host a Young Emissary unless the entire 
family is on board. So, I called the camp, spoke with 
the Director, explained the circumstances, and got 
both kids on the phone, one at a time, to put the 
question to them, but with a caveat. We didn’t have 
a spare bedroom per se. Only a family room that 
doubled as a guest room, so some concessions 
would have to be made. 

Our daughter Rebecca had been wanting to 
host a Young Emissary for a long time. To her, this 

It’s all about family

FAMILY CONT. ON PG 13

http://www.JFEC.com
http://www.tewaterford.org
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Every year, the Helen Diller Family Foundation 
located in San Francisco awards $36,000 each to up 
to 15 Jewish teens nationally whose work embodies 
tikkun olam or repairing the world. Nominations 
and applications are open for the 2021 Diller Teen 
Tikkun Olam Awards. Anyone can nominate a teen 
before December 18, 2020, or teens can apply 
directly by January 8, 2021. 

The Foundation believes that supporting Jewish 
teens today creates future generations of strong 
Jewish leaders. These teens are not only our future, 
but they are also passionate and creative, and will 
bring innovation and inspiration to the global Jewish 
community.

For nearly 20 years the Foundation has supported 
Helen Diller’s integral priority of investing in Jewish 
teens, creating powerful experiences that strengthen 
both their Jewish identity and their leadership 
abilities.

Diller Teen Tikkun Olam Awards
Criteria include:

• Teens must be serving in a leadership 
role on a project aimed at repairing 
the world

• Aged 13-19
• Self-identified as Jewish
• Residents of the United States
• Volunteering without any 

compensation
Projects may have any focus, from raising 

money, to hands-on interactions, to larger 
systemic-change initiatives. Projects can have a 
local, national, or global focus benefiting the Jewish 
or general community. Applicants can create a new 
project or contribute to an established initiative if 
they demonstrate a current, significant leadership 
role in an existing organization or project.

Visit our website to learn more:  https://www.
dillerteenawards.org/apply-and-nominate.

In Judaism there is a saying that we “burn 
trash and bury treasure.” On this basis, it 
is prohibited to ever burn or destroy any 
book or religious article containing the four 
letter tetragrammaton for G-d’s name. Over 
the centuries, synagogues have developed a 
tradition of placing their worn and obsolete 
religious books into a Genizah – a place of 
storing. The word Genizah itself is derived 
from the Persian word ginzakh meaning 
treasury. 

To take care of its time worn “treasures,” 
Congregation Beth El has planned a Genizah 
burial for its old and obsolete religious 
books and articles. Because of the reverence 
and respect due, the burial is done with 
the same respect given to a person being 
buried. The type of book that qualifies is any 
book that contains God’s name WRITTEN 
IN HEBREW.  An example of such would 
be a Siddur, a Tanach or Chumash, or a 
Haggadah. Also old tefillin would qualify as 
well. The date of burial is planned for the 
first week of December.  

Any individual or organization in the 
area is welcomed to participate.  For more 
information contact  Deb Schwell at 860-
464-8288.

Genizah burial planned for December

http://https://www.dillerteenawards.org/apply-and-nominate
http://https://www.dillerteenawards.org/apply-and-nominate
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By Jack Haynes
On October 17, Yachad BBYO had our second event of the year with 

our “DIY Drive In” event! This event was the regional kick-off for BBYO 
Connecticut Valley Region. The event began at the Novick family’s 
house at 5:30pm where 13 Yachad members joined together. 

The first aspect of the event focused on the Jewish holiday of 
Sukkot. Vice President of Jewish Heritage, Simone Lerner and VP of 
Programming, Ethan Novick, organized a wonderful activity. Each 
teen constructed a mini Sukkah out of different craft supplies while 
admiring each other’s creations. Not only did we build Sukkahs but 
we also had a wonderful Havdalah complete with a lulav and etrog. 
Incorporating different aspects of Judaism is very important to Yachad. 

Simone always does an excellent job at not only educating members, 
but also engaging members in creative Jewish activities.

The next part of the event was the drive in! Regional BBYO Officers, 
Josh Cohen and Jen Kruzansky, supplied Yachad with a movie projector 
in order to create the “drive-in” feeling without the cars. A big thank 
you to the Novick family for helping set up our projector and make-
shift screen outside! Around the fire pit, we bundled up with blankets 
and camping chairs to watch the comedy movie, Paul Blart: Mall Cop. 
Although it was fairly cold at this point, a good time was had by all. 

At every event, members are encouraged to wear their most 
creative mask. At the end of the event, the person wearing the best 
mask is awarded a prize! At the DIY Drive-In, the mask winner was 
Amanda Rowe! Congrats! We can’t wait to see everyones’ masks at 
future events.

To wrap up this event, Yachad hosted a “Food Drive Competition”. 
Prior to the event, the members attending were split into groups and 

More than just fun and film  
at the DIY drive-in

Jack Haynes
On November 6, Yachad joined with Congregation Beth-El for 

a beautiful Friday night service. Strengthening the youth group’s 
relationship with Beth-El has been a top priority for Yachad President, 
Hannah Linder. Yachad BBYO includes all teens from all over eastern 
Connecticut and 13 of our members were in attendance. It was a great 
experience for us to interact with the members of Beth-El. We really 
had a great time!  

A big thank you to Rabbi Kideckel for helping to make this service 
possible. Although the service was held virtually through Zoom, we 
all enjoyed the Rabbi’s good spirits through these strange times. Vice 
President of Programming, Ethan Novick, and Vice President of Jewish 
Heritage, Simone Lerner, also played a big role in creating this service. 
Many Jewish teens were involved and participated throughout the 
service taking on various parts. 

To enhance the Shabbat experience for Beth-El members, Yachad 
also organized a creative fundraiser to accompany the service. We also 
offered the fundraiser to the Temple Emanu-El community. We wanted 
to offer it to all the synagogues in our region, however the logistics of 
delivery made that impossible.

Bayla McCaffrey, Yachad’s Treasurer, did an amazing job putting 
together the “Shabbat Box Fundraiser”. Another big thank you goes to 
Bayla’s family as they helped her put the Shabbat boxes together and 
made this such a successful fundraiser! Each box (it really was a bag) 
included a bottle of grape juice, candle sticks, and challah. We sold a 
whopping 48 boxes! Yachad volunteers delivered these boxes straight 
to everyone’s doorstep to spread some Shabbat cheer. In case you 
missed out on this fundraiser, keep an eye out for future fundraisers 
coming your way.

We are looking forward to building on this wonderful Shabbat 
experience and our relationship with Congregation Beth-El. Thank 
you for having us!! We will see you again soon!

encouraged to bring as many 
non-perishable food items as 
possible. At the event, each team’s 
food items were counted until a 
winning team was named. Yachad 
collected two overflowing tubs of 
food items and two full bags! The 
donations were then dropped off 
at the Jewish Federation’s Food 
Pantry by Ethan Novick. 

Not only did Yachad help out 
the Federation’s Food Pantry at 
this event by providing a lot of 
non-perishable food, at a later 
date we also organized tons of 
food items at Temple Emanu-
El that were donated by their 
congregants. Four Yachad teens 
then delivered the food to the 
Waterford Food Bank and, again, 
to the Federation Food Pantry. 
Covid-19 has dramatically 
increased the need for food 
banks and Yachad is always eager 
to help.

We are excited for the rest of 
the year no matter what it may 
bring. I think that this quote by 
Marie Curie perfectly sums up 
Yachad’s feelings: “Nothing in 
life is to be feared, it is only to be 
understood. Now is the time to 
understand more, so that we may 
fear less.” We wish you all good 
health and stay safe.

Jack Haynes is a Senior at 
East Lyme High School and the 
Communication Chair for our 
Yachad BBYO Chapter.  Jack enjoys 
posting on social media and 
putting his skills to work for the 
chapter.

Yachad connects with 
Congregation Beth-El
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Unique local gifts 
for everyone on your list!
The Day’s heirloom quality, hardcover pictorial coffee-table books

Order online securely
at theday.com/books

Purchase Today!

Titles available while supplies last.

www.LaGruaCenter.org

For more information visit our website at 
lagruacenter.org 

RACE RELATIONS & RELIGION:
FAITH COMMUNITIES RESPOND

Wed., December 2, 2020
6:00-7:30 PM via Zoom

Reservations are necessary and available 
free of charge at

www.LaGruaCenter.org

Panelists include Reverend Lloyd McKenzie Jr. of the Walls Clarke 
Temple AME Zion Church in New London, Reverend Caroline Patierno 
of the All Souls Unitarian Universalist Congregation in New London, 
and Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz of Temple Bnai Israel in Willimantic. The 
panel will be moderated by Lisa McGinley, member of The Day 
Editorial Board and retired deputy managing editor.

Supported in part by Dominion Energy Charitable Foundation

www.JFEC.com

By Guy Carmi, Young Emissary 
2016-17

Imagine coming to a Shabbat 
dinner table, where every second 
that passes another friendly face 
that you have not seen for a while 
comes and joins the table.

This is exactly what happened 
to me on Friday, November 13. 

Being away from our home in 
Eastern CT is tough, especially in 
a difficult year like this – where 
there are no emissaries in our 
beloved community.

To keep and strengthen the 
connections from our emissary 
year - the group of SNEC 
emissaries from 2016 – 2017 
was invited to host a virtual 
Kabbalat Shabbat to all the SNEC 
communities.

After weeks of planning, it 
finally became a reality – 12 
emissaries from our group, along 
with around 120 (!!) participants 
from all around the SNEC region, 
joined to celebrate Shabbat on 
a joint Zoom call. Many of the 
attendees were people from our 
own community: host families, 
kids and staff from Solomon 
Schechter Academy and many 
other community members we 
were so happy to see again!

During the Kabbalat Shabbat, 
all the emissaries shared what 
they are doing now in their 
lives, shared stories of how they 
celebrate Shabbat at home, sang 

International Kabbalat Shabbat
some Shabbat songs and answered a few questions about their 
lives.

We ended with a video that was a montage of group pictures 
from our year in the U.S. 
It made us all realize 
how much we miss our 
communities and want 
to come back, even 
stronger.

I had the pleasure 
of co-organizing this 
event and hosting the 
program. I hope this 
will be the first of many 
social gatherings along with the wish that someday, hopefully 
very soon, we will be able to meet in person again. In the 

meantime, may you all stay safe and healthy during these challenging 
times.

Consider Joining 
Congregation Beth El 

Beth El is a vibrant, welcoming Conservative synagogue that is continuing 
to serve the community throughout the COVID pandemic.  Here are a few 
of the ways that we are engaging our community during this crisis:

And there’s more! 
Monthly Shabbat Meals (including homemade challah) available for purchase and pick up! 

Our unique Dinyan Group.Dinyan means dinner and minyan, even on zoom!

Contact the Beth El office for more information! 
Phone: 860-442-0418 / Email: office@bethel-nl.org 

Website: bethel-nl.org for our service schedule and more! 
Follow us on Facebook! Congregation Beth El, New London 

Jewish Education Theology and Information (JETI talks) on Wednesdays: 
12/2/20 Dr. Dan Bendor “Calmly Coping with Covid Crisis” 
12/9/20  Dr. Artie Dean “Everything You Wanted to Know about Hypnosis, But Were 

Afraid to Ask; Using Hypnosis in Everyday Life.” 
12/16/20  Elsie Fetterman, Phd. “How to stay young and what it was like to be a 

working mother in the 1950’s and beyond!”  

Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Kideckel (1st and 3rd Thursday) 
12/3/20; 12/17/2020   Great conversation, study, and have lunch all in the comfort of 

your own home! 

Shir Shabbats with Musicians in Residence 
Friday, 12/4/20 
Friday, 12/11/20 
Friday, 12/18/20 

Mrs. Marcia Reinhard 
Cantor Sanford Cohn 
Cantor Michelle Rubenstein 

Hannukah Nosh and Candle Lighting “Drive In” 
Thursday, 12/10/20  Call Office for details to attend.  We’ll be providing latkes, applesauce, 
sour cream, and Hannukah cookies for you to take home and enjoy.  And you can see Rabbi 
Kideckel light the Hannukiah from the comfort of your car!  

Saturday, 2/28/21    Kol Esperanza Concert sponsored by Weiner/Tom Fund 

Young Emissaries Tal Gilboa and Liora Zeevi

YE Raz Lachmi
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    By  

Artie
  Dean

The Return of Moishe Rappinsky 
Part 2
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from November 6 issue...
“Run,” Ben said under his breath and took off up the street in the 

opposite direction.
Jacob followed, close behind. They sprinted a block, rounding the 

corner with their pursuers a hundred yards behind. 
“In here,” Jacob said, gasping, indicating a stairwell that led to a 

hidden alcove below street level.
The white supremacy group ran by, then returned, looking beneath 

each parked car at the curb, patrolling the sidewalk above. 
Jacob’s heart pounded, his view from his hiding place that of black 

booted thugs.
His removed his cell phone from his pocket and with a trembling 

hand chose the keystrokes he’d never thought he’d use when he left 
home that morning.

Moishe answered on the first ring. His jaws clenched when he 
recognized Jacob’s voice.

“I’m in big trouble,” he whispered. 

***
Moishe’s eyes bulged, and a rising tension gripped his chest. 

“Where are you?” 
“Hiding from some skinheads outside Central Park with Ben, we 

need help, call—but then an explosion sounded, followed by the sound 
of breaking glass.

“Jacob!”
“Dad, Dad, oh my God.” Then the sound of people screaming. Moishe 

imagined his son crumpled in a ditch.
“Jacob!”
Moishe heard a metallic thud, amidst the sound of someone 

barking orders through a bullhorn in the distance. People shouting. 
Then nothing. What the hell is happening?

Naomi, upstairs, sleeping deeply after her night shift at the 
hospital, opened one eye, stirred by a mother’s sixth sense of danger. 
The panicked sound in Moishe’s voice from the living room woke her 
completely. She bounded from the  bed and ran to the bannister, then 
listened as Moishe yelled into the phone. “I’ll find you! Whatever it 
takes. Jacob! Jacob!”

Naomi’s eyes blazed, her hands balled into fists at her open mouth, 
“What’s wrong?”

“Why’d you say he could go to Ben’s after school?”
“You believed him? Those two are always up to something.” 
Moishe scowled, his concern for his son allaying any thoughts of 

retribution. “He’s in danger.”
Naomi nodded. Her body tensed and she wiped her eyes, her 

demeanor hardened. But even her years as a nurse in the Israeli 

Defense Forces could not easily 
assuage the terror rising in her 
mind when she pictured Jacob in 
harm’s way. 

“I’ll call the police,” Moishe 
said. “But then I’m heading down 
there.”

“I’ll get dressed. You’re not 
going alone. And Central Park is 
a big place.”

***
Meanwhile events in Central 

Park were spiraling out of control. 
With thousands of competing 
protesters facing one another the 
police were badly outnumbered, 
their tactics growing more 
aggressive with the mood of the 
crowd. When Moishe’s call was 
routed to Manhattan’s midtown 
precinct the desk sergeant was 
curt.

“Listen, Mr. Rappinsky, I 
appreciate your concern for your 
son’s welfare, but at the moment 
we’re stretched to the limit. 
Maybe in the morning.”

“You’ve got to find my son, 
he’s only thirteen, and he’s being 
held against his will somewhere 
near Central Park. You’ve got to 
find him.”The sergeant hesitated. 
“Sorry sir, really I am, but the 
mayor just declared midtown a 
riot zone.”

“The morning might be too 
late, we’re talking about my son’s 
life,” Moishe yelled into a dead 
phone. 

“We’ll need Paulo,” Naomi 
said. “No doubt Ben’s behind 
this.” Then she went to the attic to 
retrieve the gun she’d kept from 
her army days.
 

***
Moishe called Paulo, 

rehearsing the explanation while 
the phone rang. 

Their sons’ friendship over 
the years had been a joy to the 
family, bringing them closer 
than ever…that is of course until 
they reached puberty and their 
sense of adventure brought them 
increasingly into conflict with 
their befuddled parents. Paulo’s 
towering physique and his 
experience in the Italian special 
forces had done little to perfect 
his teenager parenting skills.

“What do you mean Ben’s 
gotten Jacob into this?” Paulo 
was saying. “Why is my son to 
blame for everything the boys 
do?” 

oishe bit his lip, waiting for 
the verbal barrage to cease, 
Paulo’s defensive reaction 
whenever Ben’s judgement came 
into question. “Paulo we’ll have 
to find them ourselves,” he said, 

interrupting his fiery son-in law in mid-sentence. “They’re being held 
by extremists.”

Silence. “I’ll pick you up in the jeep in ten minutes.”
Sarah put a hand on Paulo’s arm. “I’m coming with you.”
“Cara mia, no, it is dangerous.”
“I don’t care, he’s our only child.”
“Over my dead body,” 
“Hopefully, that won’t be necessary,” she said with a sidelong glance, 

zipping her coat, then reaching for the can of mace she kept hidden in 
the closet.  

***
While their parents made plans, Jacob and Ben remained hidden in 

a stairwell, while the mayor assured an unnerved city that order was 
being restored. 

What the Rappinsky clan did not know was that their sons had 
run into a splinter faction of the Aryan Brotherhood of Bensonhurst, 
a group dedicated to the glorification, elevation and purification of the 
white race. Although their founder espoused a political approach on 
their website, in truth the members sought to bring mayhem to their 
every endeavor. If that included cracking the heads of those deemed 
inferior human beings, so be it.

The explosion of police concussion bombs near Jacob’s hiding place 
so startled the boy that his phone tumbled from his grasp. 

Unfortunately, as the phone fell it landed squarely on its face 
cracking the screen into a kaleidoscope of fractured glass. “Damn, 
it’s frozen, I can’t redial,” Jacob said, staring at the phone in disbelief, 
leaving Moishe to imagine the worst.

Ben took his phone from his pocket, and a shudder passed through 
his body. “My battery’s dead.”

“We’ve got to make a run for it,” Ben was saying. “We can’t hide here 
all night.”

Jacob peered over the edge of the stairwell. Black boots still 
patrolled above. “Dad’ll kill me,” Jacob said.

Ben shook his head. “Not if those thugs catch us first. We need a 
distraction.”

Jacob’s eyes widened. The small hairs on the back of his neck 
bristled as he stuffed his broken phone into his pants pocket. “What 
if we get separated?”

 “Don’t let that happen.”
 

***
Paulo and Sarah parked at the curb and honked twice. In a flash 

Moishe and Naomi slipped into the back seat. “I still can’t reach Jacob,” 
Moishe said. 

“I can’t reach Ben,” Paulo said. “And he’s never without his phone.”
“They could be anywhere,” Sarah said, her eyes moist. 
“Don’t worry, cara mia. We will find them,” Paulo said. “I’m sure 

they’ll be all right.”
Moishe and Paulo’s eyes met briefly, but Paulo glanced away, his 

lips pursed, his hands gripping the steering wheel as they moved into 
traffic and headed for Manhattan. 

To be continued. . .
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By Carol Goodman Kaufman
Indian Jews? And no, I don’t mean the Native Americans that 19th 

century clergy believed were remnants of the Ten Lost Tribes. I mean 
Jews in India.

And why not? After all, following conquests and expulsions by 
a series of enemies over the millennia, our ancestors have found 
themselves dispersed to all four corners of the globe. In previous 
columns, we’ve seen how, following the Assyrian conquest, some Jews 
migrated south to Africa. Much later, some crossed the Atlantic to 
South America. So why wouldn’t others have traveled east to India? 

India has been home to several diverse communities of Jews arriving 
at different times in history, from as early as the 10th century BCE. In 
fact, Jews were one of the first foreign religious groups documented 
to have arrived in the country, and they have enjoyed a life there 
relatively free of the anti-Semitism so common in other countries (key 
word “relatively”). Because of that welcoming atmosphere, they have 
been active over the centuries in all facets of Indian society, including 
business, government, the military, and the Bollywood film industry. 

The oldest community of Jews in India are those known as the 
Cochin Jews, named for the tropical islands off the southwest coast 
of India they came to at to the time of King Solomon. According to 
historian Shalva Weil, they traveled along with the king’s merchant 
ships and remained. Eleven centuries later, following the Romans’ 
destruction of the Second Temple, refugees from Judaea joined them.

The Cochin Jews enjoyed a very close relationship with their Indian 
rulers. It was so special, in fact, that in the year 1000 CE, the King of 
Kerala granted to one Joseph Rabban special privileges as described in 
a set of engraved copper plates. These plates testify that these rights 
and privilege shall remain with the Jews “as long as the world and 
moon exist.” The plates are kept today in a glass display case at the 
Paradesi synagogue in Mattancherry.

The Jews lived peacefully for centuries after that, but apparently 
the “world and the moon” did cease to exist because, after Rabban’s 
death, the copper plates lost their powers. Privileges that the king had 
granted were revoked, and in 1524 a band of Moors, jealous of the 
Jews’ success in the lucrative spice trade, attacked the community of 
Kondungallur, destroying homes and synagogues. 

Yet another group of refugees, called Paradesi Jews, joined their 
fellows in Cochin the 15th and 16th centuries. Mostly conversos fleeing 
the Portuguese Inquisition, they came to Goa, on the southwest coast 
of India. Remember that word “relatively”? Unfortunately, the Paradesi 
were not to find peace there because in 1505 Portugal, having 
benefitted from Vasco de Gama’s discovery of the route to the Far East, 
claimed parts of India as its own. The Portuguese established a branch 
office of its Inquisition, centered in Goa. During their reign of terror, 
they charged over 16,000 “Old Christian Nasranis” with Judaising and 
“New Christians” with crypto-Hinduism. Dozens were executed.

The Portuguese continued persecuting the local Jewish population 
until the much more tolerant Dutch seized control of their outposts 
in 1660. In a nice historical twist, a Baghdadi Jew, Lt-Gen J.F.R. Jacob 
was elected state governor of Goa in 1998. He was just one of many 
other Jews in prominent positions, but that accomplishment in Goa 
was especially sweet.

In the meantime, the British also wanted to take advantage of the 
East Asian spice trade, so in 1608 they established themselves in other 
parts of the country with their East India Trading Company. Then, in 
1858, the British Parliament passed the Government of India Act, 
transferring power over India from the Company to the Crown, under 
whose rule India remained for almost a century.

While under British imperial rule, Indian Jews prospered, due 
in large part to the connections they made throughout the empire. 
Because they had done so well under the Raj, many assimilated into 
British culture and began speaking English. And why not? Unlike in 
other countries where the Jews prospered, the non-Jewish Indians 
did not display overt jealousy, and the Tribe suffered virtually no anti-
Semitism.

Even so, despite the community’s success and acceptance, several 
milestone events changed things. Upon the end of the Raj in 1947, the 
subsequent rise of Indian nationalism, and the establishment of the 
State of Israel in 1948, the majority of Jews made aliyah to Israel. The 

Indian Jews – from 10th century BCE to modern day
mass migration left a mere 5,000 
Jews in India, primarily in the 
capital city of Mumbai. Despite 
such a significant decrease in 
population, the remaining Jews 
have continued to play an active 
role in Indian life.

The next wave of immigrants 
after the Paradesi were the 
Baghdadi Jews. Hoping to 
take advantage of trading 
opportunities, they landed in the 
west-coast port of Surat in the 
early 1700s. They were joined 
later by their co-religionists 
fleeing religious persecution in 
the Muslim countries. Although 
they were all called Baghdadi 
Jews, they came to this west-
Indian state not just from Iraq, 
but from Iran, Turkey, Syria, and 
Afghanistan as well. This group 
found great commercial success 
in their new home country.

The third main group of 
Jews in India is the B’nei Israel. 
According to historian, Shalva 
Weil, the B’nei Israel claim their 
roots from 14 Jewish survivors 
of a shipwreck of refugees who 
washed ashore some 1900 years 
ago. Despite their claims of being 
descended from the kohanim, the 
Temple priests, they assimilated 
into the local culture so much that 
their ignorance of Judaism grew 
— although they did continue 
to recite the Shema and observe 
Shabbat. In fact, according to 
historian Nathan Katz, their 
Indian neighbors nicknamed 
them the “Saturday oil-pressers” 
because they did not work on 
Shabbat.

The Cochin Jews, in the 
country much longer, took it 
upon themselves to provide 
instruction to the B’nei Israel in 
normative Judaism. However, 
even with the education and 
their ultimate return to the faith 
of their ancestors, when B’nei 
Israel members made aliyah to 
Israel after the establishment of 
the State, the Rabbinate didn’t 
immediately accept them as Jews. 
Luckily, that changed in 1964. 

Then in 2002, modern science 
confirmed B’nei Israel’s priestly 
ancestry claims via DNA testing.

And then there are other, 
smaller groups who claim 
descent from the Ten Lost 
Tribes. The B’nei Menashe live 
in the northeastern Indian state 
of Mizoram and Manipur. While 
this group claims ancestry in 
the tribe of Menashe, Baptist 
and Evangelical missionaries 
converted them en masse to 

Christianity in the 19th century. In 1970s this group reclaimed their 
faith and began to practice a form of pre-Talmudic Judaism. Similarly, 
the B’nei Ephraim maintain they are descended from the tribe of the 
same name. This group’s reclamation of the faith of their ancestors 
dates from as 
recently as 
1981.

I would 
be remiss 
if I didn’t 
m e n t i o n 
an incident 
that marred 
modern life 
in India. In 
2008, Islamic 
e x t r e m i s t s 
from Pakistan 
m u r d e r e d 
scores of people in 12 separate locations in Mumbai, including at 
the Chabad House. While not committed by Indians and targeted not 
exclusively at Jews, the massacre was most definitely an example of 
radical religious zealotry.

Chicken Chitarnee
Serves 6

This curry is very popular in the Indian Jewish community, and no 
wonder why. It is easy to prepare and fills the house with the most 
wonderful aroma. And the taste! A hint: Make this the day before 
you plan to serve it. The flavors meld overnight and render it even 
better the next day.
Ingredients 

1 cut-up chicken
2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil
6 large onions halved, then sliced
2 teaspoons sugar 
6 cloves garlic finely chopped
2-inch ginger root, finely chopped
2 mild fresh green chili peppers (if you prefer more heat)
1 tablespoon turmeric powder
2 tablespoons ground coriander
2 teaspoons cumin
1 teaspoon red pepper flakes
10 cardamom pods*
1 28-ounce can diced tomatoes 
1 tablespoon tomato paste 
5 tablespoons fresh lemon juice
2 tablespoons white wine vinegar 
1 teaspoon salt
freshly ground black pepper
cilantro leaves for garnish 

Directions
In a large stockpot, sauté the onions and the sugar in the oil over 

medium heat for 3 minutes, until soft. 
Add the garlic, ginger, chili peppers, turmeric, coriander, cumin, 

pepper flakes, salt and cardamom and cook for 30 seconds. 
Add the chicken pieces and coat well with the onion and spice 

mix. Cook for 2 minutes.
Add the chopped tomatoes, tomato paste, 1 tablespoon of the 

vinegar, and half the lemon juice, stirring to mix. 
Bring to a boil, then lower the heat. Cover and simmer for 60 

minutes, or until the chicken is cooked through. 
Turn the heat off and add the rest of the vinegar and lemon juice. 

Stir to mix. 
Turn everything onto a serving platter. Grind pepper over all.
Garnish with cilantro leaves.
Serve with Basmati rice.
* Make sure to put the cardamom pods to the side. While they 

impart terrific flavor to the curry, they are not pleasant to eat by 
themselves.
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Hadassah News
President’s Message  
by Karen Bloustine

Hadassah congratulates Biden and Harris

The Multi-Faceted Mission of Hadassah

Direct: 860-443-4400   Cell: 860-625-5255 
Email: Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com 
Website: www.CallTheHouseman.com 

Blog: CTHouseMan.com 

ON THE BAY 

FOR ALL YOUR  
REAL ESTATE NEEDS 

In previous articles, I have focused on the medical research, patient 
care and facilities at the Hadassah Medical Centers in Jerusalem which 
are at the core of Hadassah’s mission. But it is important to know 
that Hadassah also has many programs that benefit our members 
and advocate for all women, families and children on issues here in 
America.

Hadassah’s founder, Henrietta Szold, mandated that we fulfill a 
responsibility not only to strengthen Israel, but to improve democratic 
institutions and policies here in America. Hadassah takes seriously 
its responsibility to uphold the Jewish commitment to social action 
and social justice -Tikkun Olam—repairing the world. As the largest 
women’s Zionist organization in the U.S., Hadassah is naturally 
concerned about issues which affect women and the Jewish community.

The Advocacy and Education department sponsors “Day in the 
District” where we can interact with our national representatives 
when they are not in session. Our chapter has had “Day in the 
District” sessions with Senator Murphy, Congressman Courtney and 
Senator Blumenthal. Hadassah can arrange for you to meet with your 
representatives in Washington, D.C. In addition, there are regular 
action alerts which highlight issues that require us to contact our 
officials immediately.

Education of our members is a priority for Hadassah. For example, 
Hadassah@home provides a curriculum to learn Hebrew. There are 
many publications that help a chapter explore issues like Zionism, the 
environment, a variety of women’s health conditions, book reviews,  
Jewish history, and travel and so much more. The Hadassah.org 
website is full of information and ideas. Take a look - as it changes daily.

Hadassah Eastern CT
We’d love to hear from you. 
Please feel free to call or write.

● President: Karen Bloustine bloustinek@gmail.com
860-326-6377

● Membership: Moira Buckstein Ross moira29ross@hotmail.com
● Donations: Treasurer Vicki Seroussi 2 Mitchell Ct, Norwich, CT 06360
● Cards/Certificates: Kim Fischburg kimfischburg@gmail.com

860-608-9223

   
Follow us on Facebook  

Hadassah National President Rhoda Smolow 
released the following statement congratulating 
President-elect Joseph R. Biden, Jr. and Vice 
President-elect Kamala Harris.

“Hadassah extends its heartfelt 
congratulations to Joseph R. Biden Jr. on 
his election to become the 46th President 
of the United States, and Senator Kamala 
Harris on her historic accession to the office 
of Vice President of the United States.

“The election of a woman to serve in 
the White House on the 100th anniversary 
of the 19th Amendment represents a 
turning point in American history. Millions 
of women and girls rightfully see Vice 
President-elect Harris as confirmation that 
in America anything is possible. This is an 
accomplishment all women can celebrate, 
no matter their politics.

“We look forward to 
continuing our strong 
relationship with the 
executive branch and with 
Congress in the coming 
years to further cement 
the US-Israel relationship, 
build on the progress 
America has made in 
combating antisemitism, 
and strengthen women’s 
rights and women’s health.

“Elections necessarily 
force divisions. But that 
time has ended and at 
Hadassah, we are one family, united in our 
shared values and commitment to building 
a healthier and safer future for all.”
As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, Hadassah’s 

positions are nonpartisan, and they stay constant, 
regardless of who assumes political office in Israel 
or America. But Hadassah is passionate on issues 
of importance to Israel’s survival, healthcare, civil 
and human rights, separation of church and state 
and social justice in America. Hadassah lobbies and 
advocates for its positions and values in all federal 
and state houses and agencies.

President-elect Joseph R. Biden, Jr. and Vice President-elect 
Kamala Harris.

Hadassah has a formal process for determining 
our official positions: our policy statements are 
approved by our National Assembly and delegates 
from around the country. Since 1912, three guiding 
principles have shaped this process:

1. The preservation of the Jewish people 
through a peaceful, prosperous and 
secure State of Israel, and the promotion 

of Jewish 
continuity;
2. The Jewish 
imperative for 
social justice, 
tikkun olam 
(repairing the 
world), and
3. C i t i z e n 
participation 
in American 
civic life and 
governmental 
d e c i s i o n -
making.

Hadassah is 
often asked about our positions on Israel, posed 
by hawks, doves and many in between. Hadassah 
supports the democratically elected government of 
Israel, which means our organization rarely speaks 
out on Israeli politics, as passionately as many of us 
may feel as individuals, unless it impacts Americans. 
Instead, we focus on advancing strong US-Israel 
relations and shining a spotlight on the important 
role women play, including at the Hadassah Medical 
Organization — though the Knesset still has a long 
way to go before it has as many women as men 
among its ranks.

JETI Talk is our community spin off of TED Talks, 
and stands for Jewish Education, Theology, and 
Information. This program has been running for the 
past 5 months with great reviews!

Please join us on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 
via Zoom for an hour of learning, sharing, and 
schmoozing with the community. Upcoming 
December JETY talks:

• 12/2/2020 Dan Bendor; Calmly Coping 
with Covid Crisis

• 12/9/2020 Artie Dean; Everything You 
Wanted to Know about Hypnosis but 
Were Afraid to Ask; Using Hypnosis in 
everyday life

• 12/16/2020; Elsie Fetterman How I 
stay young/memories of a working mom 
in the 50’s

Congregation Beth El invites 
you to join weekly JETI talks

For Zoom link, 
please contact the Beth 
El Office at 860-442-
0418 or bethel-nl.org.

JETI Talks are all about community. Love JETI 
Talks? Attend them weekly? Please consider giving 
one yourself. If you have an interesting story to tell, 
a special hobby, exciting occupation, or extensive 
knowledge on different topics- WE NEED YOU! 
If you would like to give a talk, please contact the 
office. You do not need to be a part of Beth El to 
attend or give a talk. We will be happy to have any 
member of our greater community!

For watching past talks, please go to YouTube.
com and search for “Congregation Beth El of New 
London”.

http://Hadassah.org
http://bethel-nl.org
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ByEinat Winter Kiper – 2006-07
My service year in the community with you is 

probably the best thing that I took part in up until 
that time of my life and the third best thing ever after 
meeting my husband and having my 2 beautiful boys. 
My year of service gave me a sense of purpose and took 
me out of my comfort zone which helped me to grow. 
This year gave me an idea of where I was going with my 
life, even at the age of 18 and yes, I kept on going in that 
exact direction till today. During my service year, I met 
so many wonderful people and learned something from 
each one of them. I had moments of pride and happiness 
when my partner Tohar and I, had a successful event or 
activity or when we traveled with our host families. I 
have learned that sometimes in life not everything has 
to be perfect, sometimes it can be hard. This year taught 
me that hard does not equal bad or suffering. Often it 
brings growth. I developed coping mechanisms to deal 
with those difficult and challenging situations. Yes, it is 
very brave and takes courage to leave your family and 
friends at home and move to a different country for a 
whole year and it’s also very scary and hard at first. But, 
and it’s a big but, I learned to look around me and see 
all the wonderful people who were there as my second 
family, an entire support system, the next best thing 
that I could have in my life after my own family who’s 
waiting for me back home, some five thousand miles 
away.

I had 3 host families: The Miller-Kriets, Debbie 
and Keith, and their daughters, Rachel and Maya, who 
gave me the best welcoming I could have ever asked 
for, being a soft, loving and supportive landing in to 
my wonderful time with them. They opened their 
hearts to another 

My year of service - a life-changing year
daughter and made me feel loved and at home. My 
second Family- the Schneider’s – Donna, Phil and their 
3 girls, Nicole, Lindsay, and Paige were my second home 
and welcomed me into their lives, as well. We had fun 
experiencing snow days together and building my first 
snowman. My third Family, last but definitely not least 
… the Wolmans, Mark and Julie, and their three children, 
Natasha, Gabriel and Lian who were great, very attentive 
and included me into their family in the best way possible, 
always wanting to hear what I 
had to say. Two other families 
that were such a big part of 
my wonderful year were The 
Reinhards and The Gipsteins, 
who hosted Tohar, my partner. 
They always gave me warm 
and loving attention when I 
came over and the feeling that 
I was a part of their families as 
well. 

My strongest memory 
with my first host family that 
taught me so much was at the 
very beginning of the year: 
I was driving from SSA to 
the federation building and 
I got lost. I called my host-
dad and he calmed me down 
very nicely and asked me to 
describe what I see around 
me so he will get a better 
idea of where I was. I said: 
“I am not where I should be 
and supposed to be” and 
he simply replied, “You are 
exactly where you need to 
be.” I was not, of course. He 
said it to help calm me down 
and then explained where I should go. However, it did 
teach me two important things. The first, sometimes, in 
life, just by mistake you are exactly where you should 
be, and the second, that the year with all of you was 
exactly where I should have been.

This year got me to open my eyes, mind and heart 
to the fact that there is a big Jewish world out there, 
outside of Israel, which I knew, of course. But to 
experience it, gave huge meaning to me and my life. 

After finishing my year as a Young Emissary in the 
community, I worked at my high school as an aide to 
the teachers. That was where I met Lior, who would 
become my husband a few years later. I joined the 
army where I served at the Observation Battalion 
of the IDF. My job was to watch the northern Israeli 
border making sure all was in order. The position 
required unusual working hours, meeting deadlines 
and goals, teamwork, punctuality and responsibility. 
All of which I improved on during my service year 
and applied during my army service. 

When I was out of the army, I traveled to the Far 
East for two and a half months going to Thailand, 
Laos, Cambodia, and Vietnam. Part of it was with 
Lior and part with friends. During those travel days 
I had a wonderful time learning from different 
cultures, meeting interesting people, visiting 

beautiful places 
and spending 
time with friends 
and also, myself; 
learning to trust who I am and my character in order to 
make it in the world, on my own. 

When I came home, I started studying for a BA in 
International Relations and Jewish Thought at the 

Hebrew University in 
Jerusalem. After that 
I received a Master’s 
Degree in Jewish 
Education, at the 
Melton Center which 
is also at Hebrew 
University, and, 
simultaneously, a 
Teacher’s Diploma in 
Jewish Thought from 
Oranim College.

I chose those 
Majors for my 
BA because I was 
fascinated by the 
Jewish people. What 
I experienced during 
my service year 
provided me with 
the desire to explore 
more and to learn 
about our complexity, 
our deep connection, 
our way, the Jewish 
way that has survived 
for so long. I wanted 
to understand that by 
learning what Jews 
wrote and thought 

during the years, through Education. 
Today I am married to Lior, mother to our two boys, 

Golan (4.9) and Tavor (1.9). I work as a Living Bridge 
Coordinator for the Nesher-Broward County P2G 
(Partnership 2Gether) for JAFI (The Jewish Agency 
for Israel). In my job I get to manage and coordinate 
the logistical operations of incoming and outgoing 
delegations, preparing and running preparatory 
programs for teens and adult delegations, coordinating 
school twinning, leading community volunteer and 
educational programs, working with municipality 
departments and more. I love my work because I get 
to know new people who become friends and I get to 
learn more about world and U.S. Jewry, which help 
me to develop and grow. My interest with the Jewish 
people started during my year of service as a Young 
Emissary in Eastern CT and has stayed with me ever 
since. I keep in my heart and mind the experiences I 
had and use them in my work.

Thank you all for this opportunity to share my story 
and thank you for a year I will never forget, that is with 
me always. I would love to reconnect with anyone who 
I met during my year or after. 

You can reach me at einatw@jafi.org. Hope to hear 
from you.

Einat and Lior with their two boys, Golan (4.9) and 

Tavor (1.9).

mailto:einatw@jafi.org
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By Talmor Tohar Knafo, 2006-07
Hey everyone! In crazy times like these, I believe 

what we should focus on is our hearts, our feelings, and 
our minds. 

I believe the Coronavirus is teaching us the real 
values in life, so I will share what is in my heart when 
I think of the present and remembering the past in our 
community! and the connection to it all in my point of 
view...for a healthier and happier year to us all!

My name is Tohar Knafo, and I was a Young Emissary 
in the year 2006-2007. For me, it was a real life-changing 
experience, especially from an emotional perspective. 
Since I was a child, I was an outsider - being the more 
artistic, quiet, thinking human. I remember the day the 
principal of our school at the time, called me personally 
to check why I wasn’t on the list for the delegation. I was 
shocked! Emissaries need to have a driving permit, and 
in Israel it costs a lot of money which my family didn’t 
have. So, he offered that the school would pay the fees, 

just so I will try to go. I was so grateful for the chance 
and that someone believed in me! 

Ultimately, I was accepted into the program and 
they sent me to the perfect place! I got to go to the 
New London Community, (now referred to as Eastern 
CT) which, honestly I think if all of us could live in such 
harmony and acceptance of every human being- just 
for who we are - we would have a much more beautiful 
world, and maybe even prevent viruses such as these to 
appear in the world.

Having the chance to be a part of two amazing 
families is something I will be grateful for my whole life. 

Sharing my heart during these crazy times
I was first hosted by The Reinhard Family: 
Marcia and Mike and their two kids, Jake 
and Beca. We shared lots of laughs, thoughts, 
some tears and tons of love. Just like a real 
family that builds up your confidence and joy 
in life! 

For the second part of the year I was 
hosted by Myra and Rick Gipstein, and their 
two kids, Sam and Sophie. I met Myra at 
a block party that Marcia hosted the first 
weekend shortly after I arrived, and we fell 
in love immediately. Myra wanted to host me 
and since I did not yet have a second host 
family, it was possible. 

The Gipsteins also brought me into their 
home with an open heart and mind, giving me 
the confidence of a family that will love you 
no matter what! I miss every one of you so 
much, waiting for that time when I will come 

visit with my kids!
Thinking back 14 years ago, I 

understand how much G-d’s plan is 
precise because Love is truly a power 
that spreads light to the world. Being 
who I am today, my goal is to keep 
spreading this light. My year with all 
of you gave me the strength to deal 
with the challenges that lie ahead.

 After coming back home in the 
summer of 2007, I joined the army 
as planned. However, I found out it 
wasn’t right for me so after a couple of months I 
got out, traveled a little bit, and when I returned 
home again, I worked in a kindergarten for a few 
years. In the meanwhile, I got married to Yair 
Knafo, and pregnant soon after. In the third month 
of my pregnancy, we were involved in a serious 
car accident which damaged my jaw and teeth 
(no worries, now I have a new pretty smile;)), 
and caused me to suffer greatly from anxiety. That 
happened 7 years ago. 

Those years taught me a lot; the value of life 
and who has given it. I always had faith, but in 
times when your body and spirit are crashing, it is 
definitely a struggle to keep your faith, especially 
in yourself. It was a huge change in life for both me 
and my husband. 

Then, three years ago I had another son, and it 
was around that time Yair and I began to realize 
we were not right for each other. What was most 
important to both of us was that our boys will 
grow up in a loving, relaxed environment. Two 
years ago we got divorced and since then I have 
come to realize how much our body and soul are 

connected and that each of us is a tiny model of G-d’s holy 
temple that we have to take care of. I am finally on my way 
back up, returning to my true self. 

I am a full-time mom, raising my 2 amazing boys, 
Refael David, 6 years old who just started 1st grade, and 
Ben-tzion, 3 years old. My daily routine (when I manage) 
is saying my morning prayers, participating in a sport of 
some kind like yoga, kickboxing or dancing. I’ve lost 36 
kilos – which is the equivalent of just about 80 pounds. I 
have been working on my music, painting, and my newest 
project - writing - hopefully, a book. 

When Corona isn’t holding us prisoners at home, I host 

evenings for women where we talk and study Torah, 
including singing and playing guitar. In the future I’m 
hoping to gather with a few families who would like to 
give back and build a community with whom they can 
share their abilities to help those in need. 

The main thing I have learned these past years, and 
even more now with the Coronavirus, is that there is too 
much pain in the world. Too many people feel alone and 
confused, and we need to get together as much as we 
can. G-d created this world with everything working in 
opposites; love and hate, comfort and pain, healthy and 
sick - so my main goal is to love everything and everyone 
because I know what pain, loneliness, confusion and 
illness feel like. It would be great if no one would ever 
have to feel those things. However, we know that’s not 
how life works. So, the best we can do is to be there for 
people when they are in need. That’s what I am hoping 
to do with the group of families when we work to help 
others. 

I believe in the pure good, and in the power each of us 
has; power in our smile, prayers in our speech. I believe 
in it because I live it. ;) You already have a wonderful 
community. Keep it together and strong! It has a lasting 
effect for life. 

If you’d like to reach out to me I’d certainly love to 
hear from any of you. My email is below. You were my 
home away from home and a place I will always consider 
as my second home.

Thank you for keeping us emissaries in your hearts! 
Sending my prayers for everyone to keep safe, happy, 
and healthy. 

Tohar Talmor-Knafo
Tohark1311@gmail.com

l-r Einat Kiper and Tohar Talmor during their year of service in 
Eastern CT, 2006-07.

Refael David and younger brother Ben-tzion with mom Tohar.
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ANDREW J. LEVINE 

Owner, Producer, 40+ Years Experience 
 

221 Boston Post Rd.                                  860-739-4444 Office 
P.O. Box 339                860-739-6861 Fax 
East Lyme, CT 06333               andy@ligct.com  

L E V I N E   

INSURANCE GROUP, LLC 

Safe to Sell?

PJ Library 
Hanukkah Activity Kits

Construct a non-flame menorah
Infuse olive oil for a gift
Play dreidel
Enjoy riddles and books
Create your own candles
Make sufganiyot/donuts

       and much more...

Reserve Your Kit by Friday, December 5th 
Pick-up and Delivery Available

 Barbara Wolfe
pjlibrary@jfec.com

860.442.8062

Eight nights of fun
Reserve your kit today!

Leiser Foundation

By Geoff Hausmann
I receive calls from property owners stating 

that they want to take advantage of the strong 
Seller’s market. They want to sell but are very afraid of having people 
enter their home. How do I keep myself and my family safe?

As a homeowner there are many things you can do to protect 
yourself:

• Invest in foot booties – Please do not make buyers take off 
their shoes as buyers do not feel as comfortable.

• Have a bottle of hand sanitizer at the door and request all 
to use it as they enter the home.

• You should turn on all the lights and open all the doors so 
that the buyers touch very little.

• Have a sign requesting that masks be worn while in the 
home.

• After the showing, spray Lysol throughout the home and 
wipe down the countertops.

Sellers are lucky to have such an unbelievable market. Currently 
properties don’t stay active that long. Normally, I will tell my clients 
that I can do a video of the property and request that buyers preview 
the video prior to entering the home, but this takes a little time to get 
it completed. Instead, I suggest that a property gets listed on Thursday 
and basically allow all the showings over the weekend and hope to be 
negotiating an offer on Monday. There is no guarantee that this will 
happen, but this has been happening in this market. I have actually had 
one family spend the weekend in a hotel.

As your real estate agent, I try to leverage technology as much as 
possible, but the bottom line means that people want to be able to 
kick the tires. Many people are always concerned what is not being 
shown in the videos or pictures. Do you realize that you can make an 
8 x 9 room look like a 20 x 20 room just by angling the camera in just 
a certain way?

If you have decided to sell your house, there are ways of protecting 
yourself while taking advantage of this wonderful Seller’s market. 
Don’t be afraid to reach out.

* * *
I guess it is time to blow my own horn. I received notification that 

I have received the TOP 5% of REALTORS in Connecticut. My name 
will be listed in the March issue of Connecticut Magazine. This award 
was created in 2011 and this is my nineth year winning the award. I 
was informed that only 4% of Realtors in Connecticut will receive this 
award. 

Please remember you can search for homes at www.
CallTheHouseMan.com. Do you have a question about real estate? 
Advice/responses will be made by: Geoff Hausmann, RE/MAX on the 
Bay, 860-443-4400, Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com.

On Sunday, November 8, JFEC and Encountering Survivors hosted a 
discussion of the film, Shared Legacies, The African American Jewish 
Civil Rights Alliance. The modern alliance between African Americans 
and Jewish Americans dates to the NAACP founding in 1909. Since 
then, both groups have endured segregation and racism, from the 
codified bigotry of southern Jim Crow laws, to blatant bias in real 
estate, employment, higher education, and politics. 

The film was viewed by the community for four days prior to 
the panel discussion with the film’s director Shari Rogers; Jewish 
Council for Public Affairs Executive Director, David Bernstein; VP of 
the New London NAACP, Tamara Lanier, and Washington, DC attorney 
and Civil Rights expert, Bruce Turnbull. The event was moderated 
by Dr. Sharon Portnoff, Associate Professor Elie Wiesel Associate 
Professor of Judaic Studies Chair, Dept of Classics, Arabic, and Jewish 

Shared Legacies
Studies Director, Jewish Studies 
Program Connecticut College. 

The film is a potent, inspiring 
story of unity, empathy and 
partnership that validates the 
ubiquity of the human experience, 
and how freedom and equality 
for all can be achieved only when 
people come together. Audience 
members were treated to a very 
knowledgeable, passionate, and 
enthusiastic conversation.

Realtor Corner

file:///C:/Users/Mary/Dropbox/20%20Nov%202020%20Leader/Columns/www.CallTheHouseMan.com
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Dropbox/20%20Nov%202020%20Leader/Columns/www.CallTheHouseMan.com
Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com
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TEMPLE 
EMANU-EL 
RAFFLE 
DRAWING 
December 13, 2020 
6:00 pm 
WHERE 
Temple Emanu-El  
Via Zoom Link 
Announcements will provide Drawing Event Zoom link later 

$25.OO EACH RAFFLE TICKET 
Only 720 Tickets Available 

 

1ST PRIZE 
Five $500 VISA  
Gift Cards 
Sponsored by:  
Kim & Kenn Fischburg 
 

2nd PRIZE 
Apple iPad Pro 
Sponsored by:  
Sayet & Seder 
 

3rd PRIZE 
$500 VISA Gift Card 
Sponsored by:  
Creative Office 
Interiors 
 

4th PRIZE 
Three $100 Walmart 
Gift Cards 
Sponsored by:  
Bill & Ellen Seeman 
 

5th PRIZE 
$200 Target Gift Card 
Sponsored by:  
Adam Kaufman & 
Rebecca Woodward 
 

6th PRIZE 
$150 Best Buy Gift 
Card 
Sponsored by:  
John Murphy & 
Barbara Senges 
 

7th PRIZE 
$100 Amazon Gift 
Card 
Sponsored by:  
Jonathan & Armi Rowe 
 

 

 
You can buy tickets from the Temple Office 

office@tewaterford.org or 860-443-3005, or 
John Murphy at jem1219@atlanticbb.net or 860-608-0774

                 Norwich Hebrew Benevolent 
               Association

                        P.O. Box 663 Jewett City, CT 06351

Hebrew Cemeteries #1, #2, and #3
Interfaith Cemetery #4

Cremains Cemetery
Synagogue Affiliation Not Required

860-887-0896

TVCCA’s Retired and Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) is 
conducting its 25th Annual Winter Boot Drive to provide children in 
the region with a pair of warm winter boots in time for the holidays. 
Thanks to donors like you, last year, we delivered boots to 1,100 low-
income children ranging from preschool through elementary school.

Requests for boots from schools, childcare centers, and town social 
service departments grow every year. Thanks to your support, we 
have been able to meet those requests and are counting on you again 
this year! Thank you for your support.

For more information and a donor pledge form: Georgia James, 
RSVP Coordinator at 860-425-6608 / gjames@tvcca.org

Donations of new boots or checks accepted through Mid-December. 
Checks should be made payable to TVCCA-RSVP and mailed to 83 
Huntington St., New London, CT  06320.

Needed: Boots for this winter

On November 12, the 
Southeastern CT Women’s 
Network sponsored a virtual 
panel discussion on the topic of 
“Anti-Semitism, Unconscious 
Bias – Unveiling Racism”, 
part of their series panel 
discussions to create a dynamic 
and diverse membership, which 
promotes powerful, personal, 
and professional relationships 
through the advancement and education of its members. 

The well attended Zoom event was moderated by JFEC Executive 
Director, Carin Savel, who before joining the Jewish professional 
world,  served for 12 years as chief of staff and policy director in 
the NC General Assembly and as managing partner of a national 
political consulting firm. Panelists were Steve Ginsburg, Director 
of the CT Anti-Defamation League. Prior to joining ADL, Steve 
served as Principal at Mission Measurement – a firm that works with 
foundations, corporations and nonprofits to predict and maximize 
their effectiveness and ROI (return on investment); Stephanie Hausner, 
Interim Director of the Israel Action Network, where she is responsible 
for strengthening the capacity of local community professionals in 
countering the assault on Israel’s legitimacy. Stephanie came to IAN 
after working in the Federation system in various capacities; and Avi 
Weinryb, Deputy Director of Combat Anti-Semitism Movement (CAM), 
a non-partisan global grassroots movement that fights anti-Semitism 
wherever it occurs.

The experienced panel fielded complicated issues such as how to 
recognize real antisemitism and what to do when you see it, blaming 
Jews for the pandemic, gender bias in the Jewish political landscape, 

Unveiling 
racisim

the difference between 
antisemitism and antizionism, 
social media and  conspiracy 
theories, holding Israel to a 
higher standard, politicizing 
antisemitism during the 
election, and publicly engaging 
with known antisemites. Many 
audience members offered their 
own questions, enhancing a lively 
and informative discussion.

By Karen DeYoung, Washington Post (excerpt)
The Abraham Accords normalized relations between Israel and 

three Arab states, with more said to be ready to sign on. The accords 
symbolize “how the Palestinian cause has fallen in terms of Arab 
leaders’ perceptions of what’s important to them,” said Jeffrey Feltman, 
a former senior Middle East official at the State Department. “We all 
knew that the Arab leaders were fatigued with the Palestinians. They 
are much more concerned with Iran than with the Israelis.”

No previous White House had been willing to bypass Palestinian 
resistance and decades of international and U.S. support for a 
Palestinian state to offer a deal directly to the Arabs, said Dore Gold, 
a former Israeli diplomat who in 2015 launched his country’s first 
formal presence in the UAE, a small office within a UN energy agency. 
Gold views the growing nexus of connections between Israel and the 
Arab states as a kind of “Middle Eastern NATO,” an alliance of countries 
that eventually could counter Iran.

Abraham Accords reflect 
Arab Leaders’ Fatigue

mailto:office%40tewaterford.org?subject=Raffle%20tickets
mailto:jem1219%40atlanticbb.net?subject=Raffle%20tickets
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By Edgar Asher,  
Ashernet

President Reuven Rivlin 
speaking Nov. 16 at Beit Hanesi 
was in upbeat mood when he 
introduced Eytan Stibbe, a former 
Israel Air Force fighter pilot who 
will be joining the International 
Space Station at the end of next 
year. “This is a day of national 
celebration and immense pride. 
An Israeli pilot, with the blue and 
white flag embroidered on his 
uniform is proving once again, as 
we have proved here over the last 

72 years, that even the skies are no limit.”
Eytan Stibbe is expected to initiate a multitude of Israeli 

technologies and scientific experiments in space when he is aboard 
the ISS.

Attending the ceremony at Beit Hanesi was Tal Ramon, son of 
the late Ilan and Rona Ramon. Ilan Ramon’s Columbia space shuttle 
disintegrated on reentry to earth in 2003 killing all seven members of 
the crew. Ramon was a space shuttle payload specialist on the shuttle. 
Ilan Ramon was forty-eight years old. 

Eytan Stibbe is scheduled to spend 200 hours aboard the ISS, during 
which time he will perform a number of experiments, unprecedented 
in their range, using Israeli technology and scientific developments 
from researchers and start-ups that he will take with him to space, and 
is also expected to bring the world of space to Israeli children. In the 
months ahead, he will begin training ahead of his space mission, and 
in the three months before he leaves, he will undergo a concentrated 
training period in the US, Germany, and Russia. The spacecraft will be 
launched from Florida at the end of 2021.

The Ramon Foundation will lead all aspects of the Israeli mission 
– scientific and educational – together with the Ministry of Science 
and Technology and the Israeli Space Agency, which will lead the 
government ministry’s partnership. Together, they will work to select 
the experiments and technologies that will go to space and build the 
educational program for Israeli children. Leading the project will be 
CEO of the Ramon Foundation, Ran Livne.

The president continued, “My dear Eytan, up there, beyond the 
seventh heavens, you will do Israeli technological experiments, some 
of which have been developed by our young people. You will be the 
envoy of those brilliant brains, the present and future generations of 
Israeli research, and will help them understand how the world works 
when we look at it from afar. You will be Israel’s representative in a 
human effort to understand the wonderful workings that allow life on 
this planet, as well as uncovering the secrets of the universe.”

“This mission to space, for science and research, on behalf of 
humanity’s unending search for knowledge, for discovery, for 
understanding, is being launched at a time when humanity is facing 
one of its greatest challenges. It is a crisis our generation has not 
known. Because of the virus, we have come to realize how many great 
concepts – like science, medicine, and research – can fundamentally 
shape our lives. We have come to realize how much we do not know, 
not only about distant planets and infinitely huge galaxies, but even 
here on our own small planet. Dealing with this microscopic, tiny virus, 
to find a vaccine, we must work together, scientists from different 

Israeli to join the ISS
countries and peoples. That is 
the power of science. It reminds 
us that we are part of something 
much bigger, that speaks to the 
human spirit that is within us all.”

The president recalled Ilan, 
Rona and Asaf Ramon (z’l) saying, 
“their absence reverberates in 
the heavens. The absence is so 
weighty, so tangible, that they are 
almost here. I had the privilege of 
knowing Rona personally. I was 
with her in her illness and shared 
her immense pain over Ilan, 
who fell in a mission on behalf 
of humanity, and over Asaf, who 
was killed in an accident during 
his service as an Israeli Air Force 
pilot. When Rona was with us, 
she always pushed us forward. 
And today, too, we are making 
progress. You are joining a family 
that is a shining example. A family 
that is a source of true Israeli 
inspiration and pride. The family 
never stopped talking about the 
stars, even when they fell from 
the skies. I am proud to stand 
with you today on this emotional 
day.” The president continued, 
“On your mission, you continue 
and fulfil their legacy. Today, you 
become the envoy of everyone. 
We give you our blessings for the 
way and wish you great success. 
Go in peace and return in peace, 
and do not forget to wave to us 
from up there. We are waiting for 
you here at home.”

Eytan Stibbe responded, “Next 
year, I will have the opportunity to 
participate in a mission to the ISS 
– a fascinating mission dedicated 
to science, education and the 
exploration of human nature. 
The International Space Station 
is one of the greatest points of 
cooperation in the world, where 
astronauts from many countries 
live and work together. This is 
the kind of fellowship that is so 
vital, particularly today as we 
deal with the coronavirus crisis. 
After the tragic loss of Ilan and 
Asaf, we created the Ramon 
Foundation with Rona to see 
how space research can heighten 
the senses, spark our curiosity, 
and even challenge our wildest 
imagination. I hope that our 
mission to space will open new 
channels of cooperation, peace 
and I believe in our ability to 
look after our beautiful planet for 
future generations.”

Eytan Stibbe is a Colonel in the 
IAF reserves and flew as a fighter 
pilot for 43 years and participated 
in dozens of operational missions. 
©ASHERNET 

Eytan Stibbe will join the Int’l 
Space Station at the end of next 
year. 

By Elisa Spungen Bildner, JTA
These beet pancakes are great for using up a variety of other 

root vegetables. Using a food processor will make quick work of the 
shredding aspect of the preparation. With a nice-browned crust, the 
latkes are delicious served with applesauce or sour cream and chives, 
and offer a good alternative to hash browns at breakfast or brunch.

This recipe is reprinted with permission from The Berkshires 
Farm Table Cookbook, by Elisa Spungen Bildner and Rob Bildner, 
Countryman Press. 

Ingredients
• ¼ cup chopped scallions, white and green parts (about 2 large)
• 1 Tbsp chopped fresh thyme
• 1 tsp kosher salt, or more to taste
• 2 cups peeled and shredded red beets (about 11 ounces, 2 to 3 

medium beets)
• 1 cup peeled and shredded carrots (about 6 ounces, 2 to 3 medium 

carrots)
• 1 cup peeled and shredded celery root (about 8 ounces, ½ small 

celery root)
• 1 cup peeled and shredded Idaho or russet potato (about 12 

ounces, 1 large potato)
• ¼ cup rye or whole wheat flour, or more as needed to hold the 

raw latkes together
• 1 cup soft goat cheese (about 5 ounces)
• 1 large egg, lightly beaten
• 2 Tbsp neutral oil, such as canola, plus more as needed, for frying
• Sour cream and chopped chives, or applesauce for garnish 

(optional)

Directions
1) Prepare a plate with layers of paper towels to drain the pancakes.
2) Place the scallions, thyme, salt, beets, carrots, celery root, and 

potatoes in a large bowl and mix well. Use a paper towel to gently 
squeeze out any excess moisture. Scatter the flour on top of the 
shredded vegetables and mix until well incorporated.

3) Combine the cheese and egg in a small bowl. Fold into the 
vegetable mixture until well coated.

4) Heat the oil in a heavy- bottomed skillet over medium heat until 
shimmering. Working in batches so as not to crowd the pancakes, 
use a ¼- cup measure to scoop the vegetable mixture into the skillet. 
Flatten the mixture gently, using the back of the measuring cup or a 
spatula, making sure the pancakes do not touch each other. Fry for 4 
to 5 minutes on one side, until browned and crisp, and then flip to 
fry the other side for the same amount of time, or until browned and 
crisp. Transfer the latkes to the lined plate to drain. Repeat until the 
entire vegetable mixture has been used. If more oil is needed for frying 
subsequent batches, add as necessary.

5) Serve the beet latkes warm with sour cream and chives or with 
applesauce as a garnish.

Add some color to your 
Hanukkah menu

Beet Latkes (Clay Williams for The Berkshires Farm Table 
Cookbook by Elisa Spungen Bildner and Rob Bildner)

ROUTINE, FUNCTIONAL & 
HOLISTIC VISION CARE 

Also specializing in: 
Contact Lenses, Learning Challenges, ADD, ADHD, Autism 

Located at Pearle Vision | Waterford Commons, Waterford, CT 

www.BrianMannVision.com

DR. BRIAN MANN & ASSOCIATES
Optometrists
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THOMAS L. NEILAN & SONS
Funeral Directors

12 Ocean Avenue
New London, CT 06320
860-443-1871

48 Grand Street
Niantic, CT 06357

860-739-6112

136 Sachem Street
Norwich CT 06360

860-889-2374
Fax 860-886-2396

Memorial

bio-tech sector. Wherever I 
can be most effective is where 
you’ll find me,” the 54-year-old 
scientist said.

The previous month, Zaks 
told the Post that his 80-year-old 
mother lives in Raanana, Israel, 
and that the virus derailed his 
plans to see her during Passover 
earlier this year.

“I want her to get vaccinated 
and the rest of us to get vaccinated 
so life can return to normal,” he 
said. “I take this responsibility 
deeply and personally.”

Moderna’s vaccine will likely 
not be ready for mass distribution 
until the spring, but reports claim 
that it can survive in less extreme 
temperatures than the one by 
Pfizer, which requires special 
refrigeration. The Pfizer vaccine 
claimed recently to be 90% 
effective.

Pfizer CEO Albert Bourla 
is from a Jewish family in 
Thessaloniki, Greece, and its 
head scientist, Mikael Dolsten, is 
from a Jewish family in Sweden.

MODERNA  
CONT. FROM PG 1 was a dream come true. Jake was happy about it as well, but Beca was 

ecstatic. They were both on board and fine with whatever concessions 
we would have to make to help our new family member feel welcomed, 
comfortable, and happy in her new home.

Two weeks later, Tohar Talmor arrived. We spent those first few 
days getting to know each other, hearing about her family at home, 
seeing pictures, hearing stories of friends and learning each other’s 
level of observance. She said she wasn’t religious or particularly 
observant and neither were we. Over time, though, it became obvious 
that some things were innate in Tohar and important to her, so we 
made them our own. She brought Shabbat into our home and for that, 
we will always be grateful. One of my favorites was learning to put salt 
on our plate and dipping our challah in it before eating. Or filling one 
kiddush cup and from the oldest to the youngest, each person would 
take a drink of the wine. Of course, kiddush first, then challah.

That was our first lesson in the cultural difference between Jews 
in Israel and Jews in the states. In Israel, you may not be observant or 
religious, but everyone has Shabbat dinner with their family, lights the 
candles, has wine for Kiddush and of course, says the Motzi. It’s the 
Jewish State! Judaism is their way of life.

Tohar always had a very spiritual side. When she returned to Israel, 
I watched from a distance as religion and observance became more 
and more important to her. She will share her journey with you in her 
article. 

Shabbat entered our lives and has never really left. Just like Tohar. 
We are all still in touch today. When Beca went to Israel on her birthright 
trip, she stayed for three months on an internship. She had some time 
left over at the end and visited with many emissaries. Naturally, she 
made sure to stay with Tohar as well as with Einat. Einat was Tohar’s 
partner. She lived with The Miller-Kriets while Tohar lived with us and 

FAMILY CONT. FROM PG 1

l-r: Tohar Talmor, Marcia Reinhard and  Einat Kiper, June 21, 2007 
at the Federation’s Annual Meeting.

when opportunities presented themselves for all of us to be together, 
we jumped at them. We loved having Einat join us whenever she could. 
It wasn’t long before we felt we had two Israeli daughters. Just like 
Beca, when I am in Israel, I make sure to spend time with them both.

Einat’s life went in a different direction but one that you won’t 
find surprising. For one girl, her year with us helped prepare her for 
the road ahead, while for the other it started her on the road that lay 
ahead.  

There were many experiences that made hosting Tohar meaningful 
and special and every one of them is another link in the chain that 
made us a family. 

I know when you read Tohar’s and Einat’s articles, you will be 
moved by their stories and their journeys. 

See Tohar’s and Einat’s articles on pages 8-9.

By Molly Boigon, Forward
An FBI report revealing a continued 

increase in antisemitic hate crimes 
in 2019 undercounts the problem, 
groups that track those crimes 
said on Monday, Nov. 16.

According to the report, 
antisemitic hate crimes jumped 
14% in 2019, a year that saw a 

shooting in a synagogue in Poway, 
Calif., and another in a kosher 

supermarket in Jersey City, N.J.
Over the winter festival of Hanukkah 

in New York State, about a year ago, a 
man was stabbed, and several were harassed or 

assaulted. Those events inspired 25,000 people to march across the 
Brooklyn Bridge in protest in early 2020.

Yet chronic underreporting means the actual number of incidents 
in 2019 is higher than the 953 counted by the FBI.

“This is a big problem,” said the head of the Anti-Defamation 
League Jonathan Greenblatt in an interview. “We will continue to press 
not just law enforcement agencies themselves directly, but state and 
federal authorities” for better reporting.

To create its report, the FBI relies on local law enforcement agencies 
to voluntarily report their hate crimes. In 2019, 86% of participating 
agencies either reported zero hate crimes to the FBI or did not report 
any data, including more than 70 cities with populations over 100,000 
people.

Last year was the second in a row that the number of reporting 
agencies declined.

Local law enforcement agencies including those serving Hartford, 
Conn., Duluth, Minn., Kansas City, Mo., Savannah, Ga., Des Moines, Iowa 
and other areas either reported no hate crimes or did not report their 
data to the FBI.

The Southern Poverty Law Center is pushing for the Biden-Harris 
administration to mandate that agencies report hate crime data to the 
federal government.

The FBI says hate crime rose again in 2019...the reality is even worse
The 953 hate crimes against 

Jews and Jewish institutions 
identified by the FBI was the 
highest it’s been since 2008. 
Jews and Jewish institutions also 
faced the majority — 63% — of 
religion-based crimes.

Race-based hate crimes 
remained the most common type 
of hate crime, as they have been 
each year since the FBI started 
recording hate crime data, and 
anti-Hispanic hate crimes and 
those targeting people based on 
their gender identities also rose 
this year.

Greenblatt of the ADL said 
during a speech last week that 
antisemitism is not a function of 
political party, and that the rise 
in incidents is not attributable 
solely to President Donald 
Trump.

However, the Southern 
Poverty Law Center reports that 
the number of white nationalist 
hate groups grew by 55% 
between 2017 and 2019.

A man makes a slashing 
motion across his throat toward 
counter-protesters as he marches 
with other white nationalists, 
neo-Nazis and members of the 
‘alt-right’ during the ‘Unite the 
Right’ rally in Charlottesville, 
Virginia. by the Forward

The Department of Homeland 

Security’s Homeland Threat Assessment last month acknowledged 
that white supremacist terrorists pose the largest domestic terror 
threat in the United States.

“Domestic terrorism” is not a federal crime, which means that 
government lawyers trying to prosecute those charged with hate 
crimes — even violent ones, like the 2018 Pittsburgh synagogue 
massacre — have fewer charges to apply to the case.  JTA contributed 
reporting.
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Make checks payable to ‘JFEC’ and remit to 28 Channing St., New 
London, CT 06320. Reference CRR on memo line. Donations made 
to this fund help support the Federation’s food pantry and asssisting 
clients in a crisis situation brought on by COVID. You may also make 
a donation via the Federation’s website -- JFEC.com.

www.LaGruaCenter.org

For more information visit our website at 
lagruacenter.org 

STORIES OF RESILIENCE: ENCOUNTERING RACISM

October 9 - December 19, 2020
Exhibit: Free & Open to the Public

Stories of Resilience highlights the lives of five exceptional residents of 
New London County, past and present—attorney Lonnie Braxton, Rev. 
Florence Clarke, Sonalysts Board member Donetta Hodge, Coast 
Guard Commander (Ret.) Merle Smith, and 19th century freed slave 
and teacher Ichabod Pease. Stories of Resilience showcases their 
determination, bravery, and strength in the face of personal and 
systemic racism. The exhibit paints a picture of remarkable successes in 
the face of daunting obstacles through personal photographs, artifacts, 
and video testimonies.

GALLERY HOURS: Monday, Wednesday, Friday & Saturday 10am-2pm 
excepting holidays and holiday weekends.

Other hours available by appointment.

32 Water Street, Stonington Borough / 860-535-2300

The exhibit is supported in part by Dominion Energy Charitable Foundation

www.JFEC.com

By Claire Warren, M.D.
Temple Emanu-El is pleased to announce the upcoming 

adult B’nai Mitzvah ceremony on Saturday, December 5, 
2020, at 10 am on Zoom. Rabbi Marc Ekstrand and Cantorial 
Soloist Sherry Barnes will welcome Erik Brengman, Marianne 
DeBruyn, Irene and Tom Smith, and Claire Warren to the 
virtual Bima. Initially scheduled for June 2020, this intrepid 
class forged forward via Zoom to prepare for this day.

Erik “Yogev” Brengman is married to Dr. Sapir Brengman and 
has two children Ardora, “Dodi” age six, and Emmett, age 3. He is a 
United States Navy Corpsman, stationed at the Naval Submarine 
Support Center as an embedded Mental Health Liaison. Erik was born 
in Oswego, Illinois, and is well-traveled. He is an avid fisherman and 
hiker. Erik also lifts weights, enjoys competing in the Highland Games, 
and hanging out with the Temple Emanu-El Brotherhood. 

Marianne DeBruyn is married to Mark DeBruyn and they have 
two daughters, Elissa, and Hanna. Throughout the 20 years of being 
a member of Temple Emanu-El, Marianne has enjoyed numerous 
volunteer positions. For the past 15 years, Marianne has enjoyed being 
a Special Education teacher in Old Lyme. When she is not volunteering 
or teaching, she enjoys spending time with her family, hiking, traveling, 
and enjoying nature.

Irene Brickman-Smith is retired. She enjoys crocheting and other 
crafts, as well as traveling. She has spent many hours in community 
service and is a loving and helpful member of the Temple Emanu-El 
family. She sits on the Board of Trustees. She and Tom are parents to 
Irene’s three children, Thom, David, and Dorothy; and Tom’s two sons 
Jason and Andrew.

Tom Smith is presently a hops broker and a master gardener. His 
passions include travel, USMC history, and drone racing. Tom is the 
Temple Emanu-El treasurer and is an active member of the Temple 
Emanu-El brotherhood. Irene and Tom began studying Hebrew with 
Jody Katz and have continued with Sherry Barnes. 

Dr. Claire Warren is a recently retired Family Physician with a 
36-year practice in Plainfield, CT. She is mother to three Bar Mitzvah 
boys from Temple Emanu-El: Ben, Noah, and Danny Shiling. Claire is 
also grandmother to Ben’s four children, Leah, Adriana, Jacoby, and 
Oliver. She treasures sharing Jewish holidays and celebrations with 
her family, near and far. Dr. Warren also loves hiking and paddling in 
the Adirondacks. This B’nai mitzvah journey for the last nine years 
with her dear friends Tom and Irene Smith has been a shared quest 
and proud accomplishment.

All are invited to join with our congregation in celebrating this 
simcha. For links, visit www.tewaterford.org.

Adult B’nai Mitzvah 
Dec. 5 at Emanu-El the Clash of Civilizations” 

(2002), a book whose central 
message was that religious 
communities had parity in their 
attempts to find God.

“God has spoken to mankind 
in many languages: through 
Judaism to Jews, Christianity to 
Christians, Islam to Muslims,” 
he wrote. “No one creed has a 
monopoly on spiritual truth; no 
one civilization encompasses all 
the spiritual, ethical and artistic 
expressions of mankind.”

He added: “God is greater 
than religion. He is only partially 
comprehended by any faith.”

Some in the Orthodox 
community accused him of 
heresy. Judaism, they said, is 
the ultimate truth. Rabbi Sacks 
later walked back some of his 
statements, subtly revising them 
in a later edition.

He served as the chief rabbi 
from 1991 to 2013. His official 
title was Chief Rabbi of the United 
Hebrew Congregations of the 
Commonwealth, a title that made 
him the head of a large network 
of Orthodox congregations but 
not of congregations at the ends 
of the Jewish religious spectrum, 
the liberal and ultra-Orthodox.

Still, the title has always 
been one of the most prominent 
Jewish positions in Europe, and 
he used that pulpit effectively, 
both during and after his time as 
chief rabbi, to speak out against 
anti-Semitism and in favor of the 
State of Israel.

Queen Elizabeth II received a 
Hanukkah candlestick from Rabbi 
Sacks at St. James Palace in 2006 
to mark the 350th anniversary 
of the re-establishment of the 
Jewish community in Great 
Britain. The queen had knighted 
him the year before.Credit...
Associated Press

Rabbi Sacks was knighted 
by Queen Elizabeth in 2005 and 
made a life peer in the House of 
Lords in 2009. He maintained a 
close relationship with former 
Prime Minister Tony Blair, who 
said in a statement that the 
rabbi “had the rarest of gifts — 
expressing complex ideas in the 
simplest of terms.” He called 
him “a man of huge intellectual 
stature but with the warmest 
human spirit.”

Rabbi Sacks was a leader 
in interfaith relations and was 
close to the former archbishop of 
Canterbury, George Carey. Their 
shared interests went beyond 
religion: They had a mutual 

RABBI CONT. FROM PG 1

passion for the Arsenal soccer club and occasionally went to games 
together.

Jonathan Sacks was born on March 8, 1948, to Louis Sacks, a textile 
trader, and Louisa (Frumkin) Sacks, who had driven ambulances in 
London during the Blitz. Unlike other future rabbis, he did not attend 
Jewish schools as a child but rather was educated in Anglican schools. 
He studied philosophy at the University of Cambridge.

In a 2011 essay titled “Finding God,” he wrote that he had been drawn 
both to the universalism of philosophy and to the particularity of his 
own Judaism. At the time of his studies, he wrote, “the words ‘religion’ 
and ‘philosophy’ went together like cricket and thunderstorms: You 
often found them together, but the latter generally put an end to the 
former. Philosophers were atheists, or at least agnostics.”

In the mid-1960s, at age 19, he embarked on what he called a 
“Greyhound tour” of North America looking for academic and spiritual 
direction. Two encounters in particular were “life changing,” he wrote. 
He met with Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik, the pre-eminent rabbinic 
scholar at Yeshiva University in New York, and with Rabbi Menachem 
Mendel Schneerson, the head of the Lubavitch movement, in Brooklyn.

“Rabbi Soloveitchik had challenged me to think,” Rabbi Sacks wrote, 
“Rabbi Schneerson had challenged me to lead.”

He decided to devote his life to Jewish study and leadership. He was 
ordained a rabbi in 1976 and later completed his Ph.D. in philosophy 
at the University of London. He went on to be the spiritual leader of 
several prominent London synagogues before being named chief rabbi 
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Are you thinking about joining  
a congregation? 

Have you ever considered joining  
Temple Emanu-El?

If interested, contact:
The temple office at 860-443-3005 
Or email Membership Co-Chairs Allison & Erica 
at membership@tewaterford.org

If you are  not a member  
of Temple Emanu-El…
Now is the time to JOIN!

Temple Emanu-El invites you  
   to be our guest this year  
      with no obligation.

Sarah and I have not been among those Americans who have kept 
on celebrating Thanksgiving after immigrating to Israel. Even though 
each of us feels more American than Israeli, there are plenty of Jewish 
and Israeli holidays to provide us with substitutes for that warm 
Thanksgiving family feeling—
including weekly Shabbat dinners. 
Our not celebrating Thanksgiving 
does not make us feel less 
American, and for us it would 
seem kind of forced to celebrate it 
in Israel. Many American Israelis, 
however, like to keep up the 
Thanksgiving tradition. I have 
asked a brand-new Israeli and my 
high-school classmate Hannah 
Bargad why she intends to keep 
on celebrating Thanksgiving in 
Israel. 

“I made Aliyah on October 
20, with Thanksgiving peeking 
over the horizon. I love the 
Thanksgiving feast, with all of 
the time-honored dishes and 
extended family gathered around the table. Years ago when the 
children were young, I created rituals and activities such as the 
‘Thankfulness Box,’ an empty plastic baby-wipes container covered 
with construction paper. Each year every guest would be required 
to write (anonymously) something they were thankful for on a small 
note and place it in the box. At dessert, we would pass the box around 
the table and each person would read a note. Some notes were funny, 
and many notes expressed gratitude for health and family. 

The children have grown and my siblings now celebrate in their 
own homes with their family branches, but Thanksgiving still charms 
me with its creative possibilities. Last year I sent pre-holiday ‘Thank 
You’ cards to friends, noting specific things about them for which I 
am grateful. It seemed like a no-brainer: we send New Year’s cards 

before Rosh Hashanah, so why 
not Thank You cards before 
Thanksgiving?

You may be wondering how I 

will spend my first Thanksgiving 
in Israel, where there is no hope 
of picking up a can of cranberry 
sauce or pumpkin puree at the 
local Rami Levi supermarket. I 
will spend it together with my 
daughter Carmelle, who made 
Aliyah seven years ago at the 
age of 18. Carmelle has been 
celebrating Thanksgiving every 
year in Israel. I asked her why 
she is so consistent about it. She 
answered that her fond childhood 
memories of Thanksgiving with 
family motivated her to continue 
the tradition. She would have felt 

homesick knowing that we were gathering 
that day without her. So Carmelle has hosted 
her mostly Israeli friends for Thanksgiving 

pot-luck feasts. You need to order 
in advance to obtain a whole turkey 
in Israel; Carmelle substitutes by 
using a rotisserie chicken. Other 
than that, she cooks the traditional 
fare, including sweet potatoes, and 
apple pie, and friends supply additional dishes. Carmelle 
has created her own ‘Thankfulness Box,’ and one year she 
educated her Israeli friends by researching and speaking 
about the origins of the holiday and some of its customs. 
She says her friends were really ‘into it’ because they love all 
things American. 

Each year Hillel in Israel hosts a large Thanksgiving 
dinner for American and Israeli students, sponsored by the 
Jewish Federations of North America and the Bruce Kaufman 
Endowment Fund. This year due to Covid-19, Hillel Israel 
is planning small gatherings for dinner at volunteer hosts’ 
homes. The hosts will be provided with the funds to purchase 
the holiday provisions. Carmelle was involved with Hillel as 

a student at Tel Aviv University and she has volunteered to host. For 
those who will it, Thanksgiving is alive and well in Israel.”
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Reid B. Burdick

John D. MacDougall

By Haviv Rettig Gur, Times of Israel (excerpt)
While Israel seeks “normalization” with the UAE, Bahrain and 

Sudan, all of which are 1,000 miles from Israel, a “normalization” 
process is already well underway closer to home.

MK Mansour Abbas of the Ra’am faction of the Arab Joint List party 
wrote Oct. 31 on Facebook that Israel’s Arabs were ill-served by the 
belief that their political role was limited to being the “reserve force” 
propping up the Israeli left. “I’m not afraid to say I’m introducing a 
pragmatic new political style.” The post received over 4,300 “likes” 
and 700 comments, nearly all positive.

Ra’am, founded in 1996, emerged as the political home of the 
conservative Muslim impulse within Israel’s Arab popu! lation. It is 
the political vehicle for the southern branch of the Islamic movement.

Islamism in Israel is divided into two branches: the anti-Israel 
northern branch headquartered in the Galilee town of Umm al-
Fahm, and the pro-integration southern branch which draws much 
of its support from the Bedouin of the Negev. Both branches support 
Palestinian independence, but only the northern branch, declared 
illegal in 2015, openly supported violence and extolled terrorism.

Sheikh Abdullah Nimr Darwish, who led the southern branch for 
three decades until his death in 2017, urged Israel’s Arab community 
to reject terrorism and integrate into Israeli society. Mansour Abbas, a 
student of Darwish, is deputy chairman of the southern branch.

As the Palestinian cause fades throughout the Arab world, it fades 
among Israeli Arabs as well. And the demand to integrate, to gain 
acceptance, to have a say in the affairs of a country they have come to 
accept as their own, has overwhelmed the old ideologies.

Israel’s Arabs begin to demand 
their own “Normalization”
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