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Gabriella Schlesinger, z’l 
(1936-2021)

Long time JFEC Board member 
and a supporter of the Federa-
tion’s Relief & Recovery Fund, 
Gaby Schlesinger passed away 
on  February 4, 2021. Her obitu-
ary is on page 14 and a tribute 
to her can be found on page 13. 
Pictured here in June 2016, Gaby 
was participating in a Hadas-
sah Coffee Klatch held at Zachs 
Hillel House at Connecticut Col-
lege. (photo-Carol Curland)

The Jewish Community Relations Council (JCRC) envisions a more 
just society by sustaining a strong and vibrant Jewish community in 
the United States and in Israel, and by enhancing that strength through 
collaboration with other communities. 

JCRC’s mission is to educate and advocate on issues of vital impor-
tance to the organized Jewish community based on consensus, civility, 
and an expanded commitment to living Jewish values of social justice. 

The Community Relations Council (JCRC) of the Jewish Federation 
of Eastern Connecticut advocates, educates, collaborates, and mobiliz-
es the Jewish community to ensure a strong and secure Jewish future. 

JCRC builds alliances within and outside the Jewish community, 
educating and galvanizing the community on issues of social justice, 
enhancing the community’s understanding of Israel, combating anti-
semitism, racism, and hate, and advocating for public policy consistent 
with Jewish values. 

Here are just a few of the issues we can consider as a committee: 
• Social Justice
• Legislative and Government Relations 
• College Campuses and BDS 
• Israel & International Affairs 
• Public School calendar & Jewish holidays 
• Interfaith relations & Intergroup relations 
• Racial Justice 
If you are interested in this impactful effort, please contact Carin 

Savel (carin.savel@jfec.com) and we will talk! 

Kol Esperanza (Voice of Hope) is an exciting Israeli trio of classical-
ly-trained tenors who have performed worldwide. Nimrod Grinboim, 
Nadav Inbar, and Omer Shaish began performing in 2014, under the 
direction of composer/arranger/conductor/Musical director, Tomer 
Adaddi. All four men are veterans of the Israeli Air Force. Tomer Adad-
di served as conductor of the IDF classical orchestra.

Join the tenors and Beth El for an uplifting, joyful musical experi-
ence! Mark your calendars for February 28, 2021 at 3:00! If you like 
the three tenors, you’ll love Kol Esperanza!

This “spirit lifter” is being offered during these challenging times, 
by Congregation Beth El, sponsored by the Weiner-Tom Fund. There 

Omer Shaish, Nimrod Grinboim, and Nadav Inbar are the three ten-
ors that make up the group Kol Esperanza. This trio performs opera, 
pop, Broadway, Israeli, and Jewish songs, with powerful and mov-
ing voices, blending classical tradition with a vibrant new sound.

The Tenors are are almost here

By Marcia Reinhard, JFEC Ass’t Director
It is hard to believe we are already up to Hadar Sivan and Paz As-

sor who were our Young Emissaries in 2012-13. I have to admit, while 
they were here eight years ago, to me it seems like yesterday. Okay, 
maybe last week. Suffice it to say, the past eight years have gone by in 
a flash! 

As I’ve mentioned in past articles, while the routine of the Young 
Emissaries each year is relatively the same, no two pairs are the same 
and each year brings its own stories, challenges, and successes. Ha-
dar’s and Paz’s stories started before they even arrived.

Prior to the emissaries’ arrival each year, we begin communicat-
ing in the spring, usually around April. I remember when Hadar and I 
started talking, one of the first things I asked her was if she liked driv-
ing. I wanted her to live with The Goldsteins who had hosted Lior Taub 
the year before. The Goldsteins were a wonderful host family to Lior 
and, although their time with her was short and the experience not so 
simple, Lori and Bruce Goldstein made it clear they would like to host 
again. That spoke volumes to me about the people they were and the 
impact of this fabulous program. Lori was an amazing host mom who 
cared so much about Lior’s happiness and worried about her struggles 
– just like moms do. If they wanted the opportunity to host again, they 
should and would surely have it. However, it had to be PERFECT! And 
we all know, there are no guarantees for perfection. Does it even exist? 
Well, let me tell you – we came pretty darn close.

Hadar, thankfully, responded that she did love to drive and the 
commute to and from Colchester was okay by her. It turned out to 
be a match made in heaven. She was a lot like Lori and Bruce’s older 
daughter, Andrea, and she got along incredibly well with both Hillary 
and Andrea, not to mention the special relationship she had with Lori 
and Bruce. Hadar was the perfect Young Emissary to move in with 
The Goldsteins and give them the hosting experience that would bond 
them all for years to come. I remember Lori’s call to me about two 

Host Family Connections

Paz and Hadar made these shirts. They say, “We were Slaves to Mar-
cia in New London 2012-13.”  Carrying the whale over their heads. 
Lol!

is a $10 per household charge 
for non-members of Beth El, and 
a $5 charge for college students. 
Non-members and students will 
need to contact the Beth El office 
beforehand, by phone (860)442-
0418, or e-mail (office@bethel-
nl.org), to receive the Zoom Link 
for the performance. The cost for 
this event is waived for members 
of Beth El, and a link will be sent 
out prior to the concert. After the 
concert, there will be a Q & A ses-
sion with the performers. 

Sponsorships are being of-
fered, and the funds collected will 
be earmarked for the Congrega-
tion Beth El building fund. A flyer 
will be forthcoming with details.

This trio performs opera, pop, 
Broadway, Israeli, and Jewish 
songs, with powerful and moving 
voices, blending classical tradi-
tion with a vibrant new sound. 
They sing songs about hope and 
togetherness, for they believe 
“music has the power to uplift the 
spirit, and perhaps even show a 
better future ahead”.

Introducing the JCRC... 
interested? 
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Candle Lighting for Eastern CT area

Since 1946 

Energy Saving Windows & Doors! 
ORDER FACTORY DIRECT! 
Vinyl Replacement & New Construction Windows 
Storm Windows & Commercial Aluminum 
Professional Installation Available 

 

~ Duralite warm edge spacer stays warmer and keeps you cozy. 
            ~ When you’re cozy you save energy and money! 
   ~ Saving energy is also good for the environment.  
                ~ Stay comfortable and keep moisture out. 
         ~ Duralite glass space is the best in the  
                                                          industry! 

860.848.9258 
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE 
www.alltimemfg.com 

 

Feb 24
All About Hadassah
Karen Bloustine
Karen will be talking about the history of 
Hadassah in Eastern CT and the issues 
and projects It is Involved with.

March 3
The Science of Chesed
David Fryburg
This talk will focus on the psychobiology 
of kindness and how to make our world 
a bit kinder.
 

March 10, 17, 24
Financial Planning for Young 
Adults and their Families
Ira Cohen
Ira will be talking about life long 
financial planning and savings.
Young adults and parents will find the 
talk helpful.

 

Chabad of Eastern Connecticut is looking forward to celebrating 
Purim with the community! Purim this year is on Thursday evening, 
February 25, through Friday, February 26.

There are four special mitzvot of Purim: hearing the megillah - once 
in the evening, and then once again on Purim day; sending gifts of food 
- Mishloach Manot; giving gifts to the poor; and eating a festive meal. 
In an effort to help everyone fulfill the Mitzvot of Purim safely, Chabad 
will be holding multiple indoor and outdoor Megilah readings in New 
London and Norwich, with opportunities to fulfill all the mitzvot spe-
cial for the day (including the Family Purim Feast with NY Kosher Deli 
to take home! See article in this Leader).

Schedule of Megilah readings:
Thursday, February 25:

Indoor - 6:15 pm at Cong. Ahavath Chesed, New London 
Outdoor - 7:30pm at 141 Plant Street, New London
Outdoor - 7:30pm at 21 Stony Ridge Road, Norwich

Friday, February 26:
Indoor - Shacharit service at 7:00am followed by the Megilah 
at 7:30am at Cong. Ahavath Chesed, New London 
Outdoor - 11:00am at 141 Plant Street, New London
Outdoor - 12:00pm at 21 Stony Ridge Road, Norwich
Outdoor - 1:00pm at 141 Plant Street, New London
Outdoor - 2:00pm at 21 Stony Ridge Road, Norwich

For more information and to reserve your spot at a Megillah read-
ing, please visit Chabadect.com/purim2021 or call 860-437-8000.

Fulfill the Mitzvot of Purim  
at a safe social distance From diverse communities across North Amer-

ica, we are coming together to harness our col-
lective power to break down barriers for oppor-
tunity and inclusion. Join us in helping advance 
policy that empowers individuals with disabilities 
to achieve maximum independence. Join us in 
February. Together, we can change lives.

Hear from thought leaders and experts about 
the current state of disability rights, and what can 
be done to promote the best inclusion and sup-
portive care practices. Learn new advocacy strate-
gies and take action to put the needs and rights 
of people with disabilities squarely on the policy 
agenda of the Biden administration and the 117th 
Congress.

Jewish Disability Advocacy Month
Live closed captioning and American Sign Lan-

guage interpretation for JDAM programs are provided 
by a generous grant from Toyota.

Week 4: Disability Rights are Civil Rights: Advo-
cacy Week

• The 2021 Disability Rights Policy Agenda, 
Monday, February 22, 7 PM ET, With Reli-
gious Action Center of Reform Judaism

• Effective Advocacy for Inclusive Policy, 
Tuesday, February 23, 3 PM ET, With Reli-
gious Action Center of Reform Judaism

• Day of Action, Wednesday, February 24, 
All Day, The Jewish Federations of North 
America

Go to https://www.jewishtogether.org/jdam for 
additional details and to register.

Everyone counts:   We are counting on you!

Here in Eastern Connecticut the JFEC works to support, sustain and revitalize Jewish life.  
But we can’t do it without you.  Send in your donation today.
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Join Congregation Beth El at a virtual concert featuring          
KOL ESPERANZA sponsored by the Weiner-Tom Fund. 
KOL ESPERANZA are a trio of Israeli tenors who perform 
opera, pop, Broadway, Israeli, and Jewish songs, blending 
classical tradition with a vibrant new sound and have performed 
internationally. This “spirit lifter” is being offered during these 
challenging times. 

Israeli 3 Tenors
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 28  • 3:00 PM

It ’ s time to lift  your spirits!

ON ZOOM

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2021 • 3:00 PM 

Congregation Beth El, PO Box 1310, New London, CT 06320
860.442.0418 • office@bethel-nl.org • bethel-nl.org

Beth El Members – No Charge
A link will be sent out prior to the concert

Non-Members – $10 per household
College Students – $5
To purchase tickets, visit bethel-nl.org 

Sponsorships are being offered, and the funds collected will be earmarked for the 
Congregation Beth El Building Fund. Visit bethel-nl.org for more info.

By Jack Haynes
Hello All! As you know, Yachad BBYO is proudly holding our fourth 

annual Krispy Kreme fundraiser! This fundraiser will let our group 
continue to bring Jewish teens together (when we can return in-per-
son) and helps us with any other expenses in the interim. However, we 
have a slight change with the dates. 

Originally, the order deadline was for Friday, March 12 with pick-
up scheduled for  Saturday, March 20 from 1-3pm at Temple Emanu-
El. We, inadvertently, booked the pick-up on Shabbat! Our sincerest 
apologies. Fortunately, we have realized this issue in enough time to 
slightly change the dates and easily get the word out to everyone. 

Our new order deadline is on Wednesday, March 10 with our 
new pick-up date on Wednesday, March 17 from 3-5pm, still at 
Temple Emanu-El. 

We apologize for any inconvenience and encourage you to reach 
out to bfmccaff@gmail.com to place orders! Looking forward to 
hearing from you and filling your orders.  Thank you, in advance, for 
all your support!

BBYO Krispy Kreme date swap

The Jewish Federation 
of Eastern CT (JFEC) has 
been selected as a ben-
eficiary of the Stop & Shop 
Bloomin’ 4 Good Program 
for the month of March. 
The Stop & Shop Bloomin’ 
4 Good Program, which 
launched in February 2021, 
is an easy way for shoppers 
to give back. Every $9.99 
Bloomin’ 4 Good Bouquet 
with the red circle sticker 
sold supports a hunger or-
ganization local to the Stop 

& Shop in which it was purchased. The JFEC was selected as the March 
beneficiary by local store leadership at the Stop & Shop located at 155 
Boston Post Road, Waterford CT. 

The JFEC will receive a $1 donation for every $9.99 Bloomin’ 4 Good 
Bouquet purchased at this Stop & Shop location in March.  “Flowers 
can make someone’s day, brighten a room or spread a smile,” said Ca-
rin Savel, Executive Director of the Jewish Federation. “Now they can 
fight hunger too. Purchase a Bloomin’ 4 Good Bouquet at 155 Boston 
Post Road at the Waterford Stop & Shop in March to help fight hunger. 

Stop & Shop Bloomin’ 4 Good program
Support the Jewish Federation during March

Every bouquet sold will feed 10 
plus people in need.” 

The Jewish Federation is a 
non-profit based in New London, 
CT. Founded in 1970, the JFEC 
supports humanitarian, social 
services, and education efforts 
in Eastern CT, in Israel, and in 
70 countries around the world. 
In our Eastern CT service area, 
we provide direct services to se-
niors, adults, and youth through 
a variety of programs and activi-
ties. A lay Board of Directors and 
Officers governs the Federation. 
The JFEC is a member agency of 
the United Way of Southeastern 
CT. Learn more about the Fed-
eration by visiting JFEC.com. For 
more information about the Stop 
& Shop Bloomin’ 4 Good Pro-
gram, please visit stopandshop.
bloomin4good.com.

Solomon Schechter students donate to JFEC Food Pantry

Combining their study of the Covid pandemic and the ethical obli-
gation to give tzedakah, SSA students donated items to the Jewish 
Federation of Eastern Connecticut’s food pantry recently. These do-
nations will help feed the hungry in our community. (photo: Laura 
Frommer)
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ZOHAR FOR SALE 
 

FOR SALE:  Brand New complete 23-volume set 
of THE ZOHAR is available for $300. This bilingual 

(Hebrew-English) version is supplemented with  
extensive commentary. Not only is it 12% less  

expensive than buying it online, but 
$150 of the proceeds will go to JFEC - to help meet the 

Federation Food Pantry's expanded demand.   
If interested, please contact  

JewishThought2022@gmail.com.    
Pickup at the Federation can be arranged.  

 
Thank you. 

Everyone invited
Come celebrate Shabbat 

and Purim on Friday evening, 
February 26 at 7:30 pm as we 
raise a glass to the founding of 
Hadassah in 1912 by Henrietta 
Szold. 

The Eastern Connecticut 
Chapter of Hadassah will par-
ticipate during services hosted 
by Temple Emanu-El. Go to 
the JFEC Community Calendar 
for the zoom link information.

By Marcia Reinhard, JFEC Ass’t Director
We are happy to welcome you to a zoom meeting with Mira Awad, 

the renowned Israeli- Palestinian artist, who will share with us some 
of her thoughts and views, will include some of her works, and will be 
open for questions. 

Mira Awad is a singer, songwriter, Actress, TV Content Creator, 
Stage Performance Coach, Artist and Artivista.  

Multidisciplinary creator, born in 1975 in Rameh Village in the Gal-
ilee (Israel) to a Palestinian Christian father and a Bulgarian Christian 
Mother, currently living in Tel Aviv.

Through her art, Mira is a relentless activist, dedicated to promot-
ing equality and human solidarity.

The event will be taking place on March 14 at 2 pm (EDT). The 
registration link is https://jewishfederationofgreaternewha.
regfox.com/mira-awad 

The event is in cooperation with the Adelson Shlichut Institute at 
JAFI. Thank you to our partners in Afala-Gilboa and the New Haven 
Federation for making this program available to the SNEC Federation 
Communities.

Looking forward to see you all there!

Mira Awad March 14 at 2pm
 -- From the Israel Desk --

By Ben Sales, JTA
Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine 

is highly effective in preventing 
the disease, show studies from 
Israel’s two largest health care 
networks.

Israel’s vaccination drive has 
so far gotten shots in the arms of 
3.8 million adults, according to 
government data — more than 
half of the country’s adult popu-
lation. Of those, some 2.5 million 
Israelis have both doses of the 
vaccine.

Now, studies of vaccinated 
Israelis from the country’s two 
largest health care providers 
show that the Pfizer vaccine 
is effective in countering the 
coronavirus. Israel guarantees 
health care to all its citizens and 
operates its health care system 
through four providers.

On Thursday, Maccabi, Israel’s 
second-largest provider, released 
the results of a study showing 
that the vaccine was 93% effec-
tive one week after the second 
shot, similar to results announced 
by Pfizer last year. Out of 523,000 
clients who were fully vaccinated, 
only 544 got COVID-19. Of those, 
only 15 required hospitalization.

On Sunday, Clalit, Israel’s larg-
est health care provider, said that 
the vaccine led to a 94% drop in 
symptomatic COVID cases. The 
vaccine was equally effective for 
all age groups, Clalit said.

Israel has so far outpaced the 
rest of the world in vaccinating 
its population, though the rate of 
vaccinations is slowing, and case 
counts are dropping slowly amid 
a nationwide lockdown. After 
shutting down its main airport 
last month in order to limit the 
virus’ spread, Israel plans to re-
open it this week to 2,000 travel-
ers per day.

Israeli studies show Pfizer’s COVID  
vaccine highly effective

A medical worker prepares a coronavirus vaccine at Barzilai Medi-
cal Center in the southern Israeli city of Ashkelon, Dec. 20, 2020. (Gil 
Cohen-Magen/AFP via Getty Images)

It’s hard to believe that it was almost a year ago that we celebrated 
the 25th Family Purim Feast in Eastern Connecticut. A lot has changed 
over this past year, but one thing that will continue to be the same, is 
our joy and celebration! And so this year the Family Purim Feast is 
coming Home!

And what a feast it will be! The ever-popular NY Kosher Deli is com-
ing to town, with offerings of corned beef, pastrami, smoked turkey, 
and salami sandwiches, accompanied by coleslaw, knishes, pickles, 
and of course, hamantaschen. 

Pickup will be on Purim, Friday, February 26, at two locations, 
Chabad in New London and Chabad in Norwich. At pickup times, there 
will be opportunities to hear the megillah, and to fulfill the mitzvot of 
Mishloach Manot (gift of food) and Matanot Laevyonim (gifts to the 
poor), all in a safe social distanced way.

Deli orders must be placed by Tuesday, February 23. To place 
your order, and for more information, please visit Chabadect.com/
Purim2021. Share the joy and consider ordering a Purim Feast for a 
homebound friend. Wishing you all a safe, joyous, Happy Purim!

Family Purim feast  
at home with joy

Remember to send in your
subscription today
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    By  

Artie
  Dean

The Return of Moishe Rappinsky 
Part 7

After a year's  
sabbatical due to the 

Pandemic, 

DR. ARTHUR DEAN  
announces the  

reopening of his 
Periodontal Office  

at  
489 Route 184, Ste 201 

Groton, CT 
with a focus on all aspects of 

Gum Disease, Dental Implants, and TMJ Disorders 
For appointments call  

860-449-1643 
 
 
 
 

 “Striving for Excellence in A Relaxed,  
Supportive Environment”  

From the last issue:
A tall man dressed in black and white lay prone on the ground 

while a man in camouflage stooped to take the kippah off the man’s 
head, then threw it like a Frisbee into the woods, while the rest of his 
gang laughed.

Jacob’s jaws clenched. “Uncle Paulo?” He took a deep breath, his 
nostrils flaring, for there, beside his uncle lay the prone figure of his 
own father.

Fury seized his thoughts, the paralysis of fear gone. In Solomon 
Schechter Academy he’d heard all the stories about Jewish persecution 
in Russia and Europe—the pogroms, the Shoah. Somehow he’d always 
imagined it could have been different if only the Jews had the means 
to fight back. Despite all his parents’ warnings he never imagined he’d 
find the same thing in New York City. Now here I am even more helpless. 
His gaze turned to the militia’s van filled with explosives. He wondered 
what its target might be. He wondered how he could help save his par-
ents. But most of all he made a silent vow to not go to slaughter like a 
helpless sheep. He turned to his cousin and put a hand on his shoulder.

“Ben we have to do something… I’ve got an idea.”

***

And now Part 7:
“All right, take these two,” the militia leader was saying, waving his 

handgun toward Jacob and Ben. A man with a scraggly salt and pepper 
beard unsheathed a hunting knife and approached, a sneer on his face, 
the odor of cheap bourbon and sweat assaulting Jacob’s senses. 

Jacob’s eyes focused on the 
blade as the man twisted his 
knife in the moonlight as if pre-
paring to gut a fish. “All right, my 
pretties, next stop is the mayor’s 
living room,” the man said, laugh-
ing.

“Zeek, you freakin’ idiot, shut 
your yap,” barked the leader, and 
the man’s taunting smile disap-
peared. He brought the knife 
down in a smooth arc and sliced 
the rope that bound the boys, 
shoving them towards the van 
once the ropes were shed.

“Strap them in the front seat,” 
the leader barked. “They’ll find 
their remains.”

“Sweet, the henchman said. 
“Don’t soil your panties,” the man 
whispered as his grimy hands 
worked to secure their seat belts. 
“Wouldn’t want you girls to get 
hurt,” he cackled, a maniacal glint 
in his eye. “Gotta love the idea of 
Jews taking the rap.”

“For Christ’s sake,” the leader 
said. “Can’t you ever shut up!” 
Then he handed his gun to Zeek 
and climbed into the driver’s 
seat. Zeek got into the back seat 
and slammed the door. 

Jacob took a deep breath, 
painfully aware of the gun point-
ed towards the back of his head.

“Don’t get any funny ideas,” 
Zeek said, his finger twitching on 
the trigger.

The faint sound of a siren 
grew from the distance, joined 
moments later by sirens from the 
east and west, growing in inten-
sity, like a symphony swelling to 
its conclusion.

 The leader’s eyes flew wide. 
He glanced at the rear view mir-
ror, his hands clenching, the flash 
of blue and red lights visible now, 
as police cars sped through the 
park in their direction. 

“Too little, too late,” the leader 
was muttering. 

He leaned out of the window. 
“Forget them,” he yelled in the 
direction of his men guarding 
the Rappinsky clan. “Fall back.” 
He turned the key in the ignition. 
The engine roared to life. The mi-
litia leader maneuvered the van 
laden with explosives onto the 
roadway that led from the park 
towards the residence of his Hon-
or, the Mayor of New York.

The men guarding the Rappin-
sky clan scattered, leaving Paulo, 
Moishe, Sarah and Naomi prone 
on the ground with their hands 
bound behind their back. 

Naomi struggled to reach 
the gun, strapped to her leg, but 
found it impossible, the ties cut-
ting deep into her wrists. “Help 

us,” she screamed, hoping to attract the attention of the police still too 
far away to hear. One of the militiamen returned, advancing towards 
her with an unsheathed knife the size of a machete. She squeezed her 
eyes shut. Is this how it ends?

But then the man, a teenager really, no more than sixteen, was grip-
ping her bonds, slicing through them with determination. “I didn’t sign 
on for this,” he muttered, as, one by one, he cut the bonds of the others, 
while the militia’s van rumbled past.

“They’ve got our boys!” Naomi said, when she saw Jacob’s horri-
fied face in the window. “Where are they going? You’ve got to tell me,” 
Naomi begged the frightened youth.

“Gracie Mansion, but you never heard it from me.” Then he ran into 
the woods and disappeared in the darkness. Paulo and his family ran 
for his jeep.

***

In the van, Zeek kept the gun trained on the back of Jacob’s head, 
simulating explosions in a demented manner, acting out the finale he 
imagined as the culmination of their plans. 

The leader merely shook his head and rolled his eyes while he 
drove, scowling when he caught Jacob and Ben whispering to one an-
other.

“You can still let us go, you know,” Jacob said. “We’re not part of 
the protest.”  Jacob glanced at the rearview mirror on the passenger 
side, noting a pair of headlights gaining on the van. He began singing in 
Hebrew under his breath, to the tune of Hatikva, but the words meant 
only for Ben’s ears were far from Israel’s national anthem. 

“Hey shut your face. They’ll find you soon enough, even if you’re in 
pieces.” 

“Kaboom,” Zeek exclaimed, then “pow pow pow, with his gun re-
coiling in a mock execution as Ben and Jacob shuddered. 

Jacob kept glancing at the rear view mirror, the headlights closer 
now, the outline of a jeep coming into focus as it passed under a street 
light. 

“It’s your father’s jeep, I’m sure of it,” Jacob continued in Hebrew. 
“We’ll do it at the light.”

“Stop with that. What do you think, I’m an idiot?” Zeek said, and 
slapped the back of Jacob’s head. The van reached 88th and York, turn-
ing for their final approach to the Mayor’s home. “Damn Antifa sup-
porter,” the leader muttered as he picked up speed.

Jacob pitched forward feigning a faint. Then after a few moments 
began to shake uncontrollably. “He’s having a seizure,” Ben was saying. 
“You’ve got to pull over. He’s an epileptic.”

Confused, Zeek pointed his gun at Jacob’s gyrating head, unsure 
what to do.

“You’ve got to help him!” Ben was screaming now, wailing to the 
heavens with his hands extended in supplication, as if he too were 
losing control. Even the leader was distracted with the cacophony of 
chaos—Jacob flailing, Ben screaming to the Almighty, as Paulo’s jeep 
steadily closed the distance from behind.

When the van paused at a police barricade, Paulo’s jeep pulled 
alongside. Naomi opened her window and raised her gun.

“Jacob screamed and thrust his torso backward in a simulated 
convulsion, the back of his head smashing into Zeek’s forehead as he 
leaned over from the back seat. A shot rang out. Blood spattered the 
front windshield. 

Sarah covered her face with her hands. Naomi nearly dropped her 
gun straining to see. 

“Oh my God, my God, Paulo screamed. “Ben! Ben!”
“Jacob, my boy. Jacob! Yelled Moishe as he jumped from the jeep.

To be continued. . .
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By Carol Goodman Kaufman
It’s Purim, and what better time to visit Persia, where the story of 

Queen Esther and her heroism took place? But let’s get some back-
ground first. How did our ancestors get to that part of the world?

Millennia ago, the Babylonian Empire ruled the known world. Dur-
ing his reign, King Nebuchadnezzar II’s soldiers laid siege to Jerusa-
lem. After three long years, they sacked the city, destroyed the Temple, 
and took about 10,000 Jews into captivity and back to Mesopotamia. 
By the rivers of Babylon, the book of Lamentations says, we wept. But 
despite our sorrow, our sages managed to produce the Babylonian Tal-
mud while living in exile.

Then, seventy years after the fall of Jerusalem, Cyrus the Great came 
from his seat of power in what is now Iran and founded the Persian 
Empire. He finished off the Babylonians and he permitted our Jewish 
ancestors to return to the Land of Israel. At last, we could rebuild the 
Holy Temple on the very same place it had been before the destruction.

But many Jews remained in Persia. They settled in provinces 
throughout the kingdom, including in Shushan, nestled at the foot of 
the Zagros Mountains near the Choaspes River. That is where the story 
of Esther takes place.

And, as is so typical of our history, the Jews experienced good times 
and bad ones. 

Between the third and seventh centuries CE the Jewish community 
grew and thrived, despite periodic persecution. But in the seventh 
century Arab Muslims conquered the country and installed Islam as 
the official state religion. Jews became dhimmi, second class citizens.

As elsewhere in the history of our people, throughout the 19th 
century, Jews experienced persecution and discrimination, and it is 
reported that entire communities were forcibly converted to Islam. 
These calamities inspired both interest in the Zionist movement and 
aliyah to then-Palestine by a significant number of Persian Jews.

Then, beginning in 1925 under the Pahlavi Dynasty, the country be-
came westernized and Jews enjoyed a “Golden Age.” Under the Shah’s 
“White Revolution” reform plan of rapid modernization, Jews benefit-
ted from the freedom to participate in the economic and cultural life 
of the country. They were Iranians, equal to their Muslim neighbors. 
For a little more than half a century, the Jewish community flourished. 
Tehran alone had 30 synagogues, and Jewish schools dotted the coun-
try.

That way of life was all to change with the Islamic revolution of 
1979. What had been the Jews’ strength, their accomplishments, and 
their asset to the country was now viewed as cause for hatred. The 
then-80,000 members of the Jewish community feared for their lives, 
worried that they would be murdered or expelled by the new Islamic 
regime. It turned out that their alarm was not unfounded, as Jews were 
arrested and imprisoned, accused of spying for Israel. Over a dozen 
have since been executed.

For Purim, a Visit to the Source
In response, 60,000 Jews, a 

full two thirds of the Jewish pop-
ulation, left the country. Those 
who were able headed to the 
United States, Israel, and Europe. 
But after the revolution, the gov-
ernment made it very difficult for 
Jews to leave, refusing to issue 
passports. Some Jews fled to free-
dom through Pakistan or Turkey, 
hoping that their relatives left 
behind would send them the pro-
ceeds of their liquidated assets. 
That, too, proved problematic. 
The government had confiscated 
much, if not most, of their prop-
erty.

Today, the number of Jews 
still residing in Iran is estimated 
at between 25,000 and 30,000, 
making it the second largest Jew-
ish population in the Middle East 
after Israel. And many are active 
in civic and political life. Ironi-
cally, the Jews are guaranteed 
permanent representation in the 
Iranian parliament, and the Ira-
nian constitution mandates that 
one must treat non-Muslims “ac-
cording to Muslim principles of 
ethics and justice.” Apparently, 
the Ayatollah Khomeini hasn’t 
read the constitution as he rou-
tinely denigrates the Jews, accus-
ing them of all manner of sins, 
from mistranslating the Koran to 
blaspheming Islam.

Although 100 synagogues still 
stand in Iran, a third of them in 
Tehran alone, as well as schools 
and a Jewish hospital, most of 
the synagogues are closed; the 
schools are required to remain 
open on Shabbat; and the schools’ 
curriculum is Islamic and taught 
under Muslim principals. Only 

on Fridays are 
religious classes 
allowed to be 
taught in He-
brew.

So, whether 
out of fear or ac-
tual belief, many 
Iranian Jews 
have become 
a n t i -Z i o n i s t s , 
joining the an-
nual Qods Day 
(Jerusalem Day) 
events protest-
ing Israel. Some 
Jewish young 
men have even 
joined the Ira-
nian army. Per-
haps it is their 
anti-Zionist ac-
tivities that have 
kept them safe. 

Perhaps it is their avowed nationalism, that they are first and foremost 
Iranians, is what has kept them alive.

So, despite over two-and-a half millennia of life in Persia/Iran and 
the rich culture they developed there, the Jews of modern-day Iran are 
faced with yet another Haman in their midst. Where is Esther when 
we need her?

Kufteh-ye Pesteh-o Anar  
(Pistachio and Pomegranate Meatballs)

Recipe adapted from one by Najmieh Batmanglij 
Makes about 24 meatballs

While we all love hamantaschen, why not try a main dish this year 
in honor of Purim? And what could be more Purim-y than Persian 
food? Because the pomegranate has been cultivated in that country 
for at least 4,000 years and is considered the “fruit of heaven,” it has a 
prominent place in Persian cuisine. This dish is just one of many using 
the fruit, its juice, or the molasses made from it. Trust me, it is scrump-
tious. I used ground turkey, but you can use lamb, chicken, or even a fish 
like cod.
Ingredients:
Meatballs:

1 medium onion
1½ cups pistachios or hazelnuts, shelled
¼ cup breadcrumbs
2 cups chopped fresh parsley
1 cup chopped fresh tarragon
4 tablespoons dried cilantro
1 tablespoon fresh lime juice
½ teaspoon red pepper flakes
1 teaspoon black pepper
1 tablespoon ground cumin
2 teaspoons sea salt
2 pounds ground turkey
1 egg
½ cup oil
Glaze:
¾ cup pomegranate molasses*
¼ cup honey 
1 teaspoon salt
½ teaspoon freshly ground black pepper
¼ teaspoon red pepper flakes
Garnish:
1 cup fresh pomegranate arils

Directions:
For the meatballs, grind all the ingredients, except the meat, egg 

and oil, in a food processor until you have a grainy paste. 
Transfer to a large mixing bowl and add the meat and egg. Lightly 

knead with your hands for a few minutes. 
Cover and place in the refrigerator for 30 minutes and up to 24 

hours.
Preheat the oven to 500 degrees. 
Remove the meat mixture from the refrigerator and shape into 24 

balls. 
Place the meatballs in a large Pyrex baking dish that has been coat-

ed well with oil, and brush the rest of the oil over the meatballs.
Bake in the oven for 10 minutes.
Meanwhile, combine all the ingredients for the glaze in a mixing 

bowl. 
Reduce the oven to 400 degrees. 
Glaze the meatballs and bake for another 5 minutes to infuse them 

with the flavor of the pomegranate. 
Adjust seasoning and sweetener to taste. 
Place the meatballs with sauce in deep serving dish and garnish 

with pomegranate arils.
Serve with basmati rice. 
*If you can’t find pomegranate molasses in your grocery store, you 

can either order it online or make your own by combining a quart of 
pomegranate juice with 2 tablespoons of lemon juice ½ cup sugar, and 
simmer until it is about one quarter of the original volume.

TECHNOLOGY. TRADITION. TORAH.
Congregation Beth El is welcoming new members. During this time 
of pandemic our congregation is more active than ever through the 
safety of Zoom and offers a wide variety of options for everyone.

Rabbi Earl Kideckel joined Beth El as its spiritual 
leader this summer and has rapidly become a 
beloved part of the congregation. He has provided 
innovative ways to vitalize the synagogue despite 
the pandemic and has initiated diversity to our 
services while respecting our traditions. Rabbi 
Kideckel has officiated at life cycle events for many 
decades and enjoys collaborating with other area 
synagogues and clergy. 

JOIN US – WE LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU! 
860.442.0418 • office@bethel-nl.org • bethel-nl.org
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Hadassah News

Hadassah Eastern CT
We’d love to hear from you. 
Please feel free to call or write.

● President: Karen Bloustine bloustinek@gmail.com
860-326-6377

● Membership: Moira Ross moira29ross@hotmail.com
● Donations: Treas. Vicki Seroussi 2 Mitchell Ct 

Norwich, CT 06360
● Cards/Certificates: Kim Fischburg kimfischburg@gmail.com

860-608-9223

   Follow us on Facebook  

President’s Message  
by Karen Bloustine

 Sharing our “stories of refuge”

LAURENCE CONT. ON PG 10

The 4th Annual Henny Simon Remembrance

 Seeking Refuge: Shanghai & Beyond
Journeys from Peril to Freedom

Zoom presentation
Sunday, April 11th at 2:00 PM

Watch your Hadassah email for zoom link 
or contact president Karen Bloustine at 

bloustinek@gmail.com

Special Guest: Laurence Tribe, Harvard Law 
Professor Emeritus, whose family sought refuge 
in Shanghai during the Holocaust

Featuring Helen Elperina, noted teacher whose 
family sought refuge from Nazism and the Soviet 
Union  Henny Simon

Shanghai

The Rose and Sigmund Strochlitz Holocaust Resource Center of 
The Jewish Federation of Eastern CT 

is a sponsor and supporter

We are looking forward to sharing 
our 4th Annual Henny Simon Remem-
brance event with our community. On 
Sunday, April 11 at 2 PM via Zoom, we 
are presenting Seeking Refuge: Shang-
hai & Beyond.

 We will be exploring how Jews 
sought refuge from peril during crucial 
times in our history - focusing first on 
how Henny Simon’s father and Profes-
sor Laurence Tribe’s family found ref-
uge in Shanghai during the Holocaust 

years. Beyond Shanghai, Helen Elperina’s family history represents 
the plight of Jews left behind after World War II and their struggles 
for freedom.

I know that many of you reading this have your own stories of peril, 
persecution and escape by members of your family.

We would love you to share your stories. Over the next several edi-
tions of the Leader, we will be publishing them. It is important to re-
member and share our history. It strengthens our commitment to keep 
fighting for freedom from oppression for everyone in the world.

Please send your story to me - at bloustinek@gmail.com.

By Sheila Horvitz
Legislative elections will be held in Israel to 

elect the members of the 24th Knesset on March 23, 
2021. According to the coalition agreement signed 
between Likud and the Blue and White party in 
2020, elections were to be held 36 months after the 
swearing-in of the 35th government, making May 
23, 2023 the next possible election date. However, 
Israeli law stipulates that if the 2020 state budget 
was not passed by December 23, 2020, the Knesset 
would be dissolved, and elections would be held by 
March 23, 2021.

And that is what happened. Since the Knesset had 
failed to approve the 2020 state budget by the re-
quired deadline, the government coalition collapsed, 
and the 23rd Knesset was officially dissolved. In ac-
cordance with the law that the election must be held 
within 90 days after the dissolution of the Knesset, 
the date for elections to the 24th Knesset was auto-
matically set for March 23, 2021.

Unlike in America, where votes are cast for vari-
ous positions, in Israel, a single vote is cast for the 
‘list’ of candidates proposed by the party of one’s 
choice.

Israel has an electoral system based on nation-
wide proportional representation, and the number 
of seats which every ‘list’ receives in the Knesset is 
proportional to the number of voters who voted for 
it.

The large number of political parties in Israel, 
sometimes as many as 30, vie for their share of the 
120 seats in the Knesset. The early Zionists 
wanted to assure a multiplicity of diverse voices be-
ing heard in the political process. As long as a party 
receives at least 3.25% of the popular vote, it is eli-
gible to present a list of 120 candidates for election. 
The candidates of any given ‘list’ are elected to the 

Israeli elections 4.0 -- here we go again!
Knesset on the basis of the order in which they 
appear on it. If a certain party received sufficient 
votes for 10 seats, the first 10 candidates on its 
list will enter the Knesset. If a Knesset member 
passes away or resigns his seat in the Knesset for 
whatever reason, the next on the list will replace 
him/her.

Once the elections end, the process of building 
a coalition begins. A coalition is a group of parties 
that together have more than 61 seats in the Knes-
set - in order to have a

majority that could support the government 
and pass legislation. The head of the biggest party 
in the coalition will become the prime minister.

However, the process of coalition building 
sometimes joins parties with great ideological dif-
ferences together in order to form a majority in 
the Knesset.  Ministries in the Cabinet are then ap-
portioned among the coalition partners.  It is pos-
sible for the largest party winner in an election to 
be unable to form a government because it cannot 
find willing coalition partners.

As of today, the political parties holding the 
greatest number of Knesset seats and the party 
leaders are:

Likud- Benjamin Netanyahu, leader
Yesh Atid- Yair Lapid, leader
Joint List- Ayman Odeh, leader 
Blue & White- Benny Gantz, leader 
Shas- Aryeh Deri, leader
The Israeli voter faces a daunting task wading 

through the potential choices and outcomes elec-
tions provide.  Calls for simplified electoral reform 
have come from all sides of the political spectrum, 
but traditions die hard, as American voters well 
know.

By Sheila Horvitz
Eastern Connecticut Ha-

dassah is excited to announce 
that constitutional law profes-
sor, Laurence Tribe, will be the 
special guest at our 4th Annual 
Henny Simon Remembrance pro-
gram on Sunday, April 11 at 2 
p.m. via Zoom. One of the most 
popular and admired teachers 
and scholars in the country, he 
also appears regularly in the me-
dia commenting on the political 
and legal issues of the day.

Professor Tribe accepted the 
invitation to our program in 
part because of his connections 
to eastern Connecticut. Consti-
tutional law professor Richard 
Primas is an admired colleague 
and Tribe said that our invita-
tion was especially meaning-
ful to him, given that Richard’s 
grandparents, Rose and Sigmund 
Strochlitz, were the Holocaust 
survivors who established the  

Professor Laurence Tribe to headline 
Henny Simon Remembrance 

Seeking Refuge: Shanghai & Beyond
Holocaust Resource Center at our Jewish Federation.

So what is his connection to our program? It’s the Shanghai con-
nection.

The theme of the program is how Jews have sought refuge from 
persecution and annihilation during crucial periods in history. Our 
exploration starts with Henny Simon’s father finding refuge from the 
Nazis in Shanghai in 1940. Laurence Tribe was born in Shanghai 
in 1941 to parents who sought refuge there from the pogroms of 
Eastern Europe and the Holocaust

“I owe my life to Shanghai’s refuge... this city welcomed Jews 
and other refugees at a time when no one else would take them in.”

Professor Tribe believes that his Jewish roots in wartime Shanghai 
helped shape the rest of his life and led to his devotion to fighting for 
justice.

Both his parents’ families were originally from Belarus. As a teen-
ager, his father, George Israel Tribe, fled his home in Belarus to es-
cape the Tsar’s armies. He came to Harbin, Manchuria where he met 
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One of the best years of my life!

BEST CONT. ON PG 11

By Hadar Sivan, 2012-13 Young Emissary
I cannot believe it has been eight years since I was 

part of your community and which I still feel part of. 
I remember how stressful it was to be an 18-year-old 
about to leave home for a whole year and move over-

seas to a new place, with a different language and a dif-
ferent culture. But very quickly you welcomed Paz and 
me with open arms and big hearts. I lived with the 
Goldstein family and the Snoke family. I literally became 
part of their families. I will 
never forget, while living 
with The Goldsteins, our 
many attempts to scare 
Marcia in any way pos-
sible. Once, Bruce sent her 
a message with my pic-
ture hanging off the roof 
of the house followed by 
the question: “If we lose 
this emissary, will we get 
a new one?”Or the time 
we were in Florida and 
Andrea sent Marcia a pic-
ture of me standing next to 
an alligator  (Photoshopped 
of course), or in the winter 
when the rules of the pro-
gram say that emissaries 
are not allowed to drive 
in the snow, and we sent a 
picture of me driving in the 
snow in a Little Tykes car. 

This year was one of the best years of my life. Paz and 
I were responsible for the first Yom Ha’Atzmaut celebra-
tion completely organized by the Young Emissaries in 
the community. When Abir returned from his year he 
told us it was our job to make Yom Ha’Atzmaut amaz-
ing – that it needs to be a true Israeli celebration! We 
were excited and a bit nervous to be the first emissar-
ies to bring this event to the community – the commu-
nity we hadn’t even met yet - in a very meaningful way. 
Ultimately, with the support of the Federation, it was a 
HUGE SUCCESS!! We had at least 150 people in atten-
dance, which from what we heard of the previous year, 
was a big increase. We’ve heard that it has continued 
through the years and the numbers have continued to 

increase. 
We also taught ‘Hebrew cafe’, had a ‘trip to Israel ‘class 

at Schechter, spent time with many families and even ex-
perienced Hurricane Sandy together. 

I feel so blessed to have been part of such a warm and 
loving community. I enjoyed the work and 
felt I learned at least as much as I taught. 
I thank you for that!  

After my amazing year in the com-
munity, from which I learned so much, 
gained experiences and made new friends, 
I returned to Israel and within a month 
began my military service. I was in a com-
puter programming course (called Mam-
ram), a six-month course in which you 
learn programming languages, tools, and 
codes. The course was not simple, to say 
the least, laden with learning material, 
many tests with some even lasting several 
days. With all the difficulty, I knew that 
success in the course would open doors 
for me later on. Another bonus was the 
new friends I made who helped make my 
overall course experience a very good one. 

Anyone who knows me well knows 
that I am a big, big fan of riddles. I will remind those 
who may have forgotten that in the year Paz and I were 
there, we had an ongoing quiz on our Facebook page 
where each winner received an Israeli prize. Maybe this 

is an Israeli thing 
as even in my 
army course 
there was, what 
was called ‘Will 
Hunting’ - a dif-
ficult riddle that 
would be hung at 
the entrance to 
the building each 
Sunday. I enjoyed 
the challenge so 
much! My friends 
and I would think 
about the riddle 
for hours, and, in 
the end, manage to 
solve it!! There, 
indeed, the prize 
was simply ‘World 
Glory’. We gave ac-
tual prizes to you 

guys. The army gave us virtual, ‘World Glory!’
At the end of the course, there was a big ceremony 

to which our families were invited, in which we received 
a ‘Programmer pin’. From there we were split into differ-
ent positions for six years of service (pre-signed). I was 
privileged to serve in the Prime Minister’s Office’s - Tech-
nology unit, a fascinating, challenging and very instructive 
service. 

This service was a great experience for me; I really 
could not have asked for a better unit. The programmers 
around me were mostly citizens (non-military), older 
than I and very experienced in their field, so I learned a lot 
from them which helped me develop my skills in the field. 

During my service I also studied and received a Bach-

Paz Assor, Tracy Todd, and Hadar Sivan.

elor’s degree in Computer Science. 
I was privileged to meet different people from the 

community when they came to visit Israel. My family 

Hadar with The Goldsteins at the Penguin Plunge at Ocean 
Beach in New London.

Hadar and Paz celebrate Israel @ 65 during the extrava-
ganza they created for Yom Ha’atzmaut and our com-
munity in the spring of 2013. 

I will never forget, while living with The 
Goldsteins,  our many attempts to scare 
Marcia in any way possible.  Once,  Bruce 
sent her a message with my picture hang-
ing off the roof of the house followed by the 
question: “If we lose this emissary, will we 
get a new one?”

Presents  
Where are they now?
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By Paz Assor, 2012-13 Young Emissary
Hello everyone! This is your Young Emissary from 

the year 2012-2013, Paz Assor. I’ll start with the fact 
that I just miss you all! As time goes on, I realize how 

significant the year in Eastern CT was for me. At every 
stage of my life, I find a certain connection to this year 
- to my amazing American community. When talking 
about the news in the US, whether it’s about the elec-
tion, the presidents, Corona, or blizzards, I honestly 
think of you every time. I think about how the commu-
nity is coping with the situation and 
how you are all feeling.

These conversations take me back 
to my year with you all, with my part-
ner, Hadar Sivan. I remember so well 
how much I enjoyed being with the 
children at Schechter, the Religious 
Schools, the Youth Groups and JCHS, 
as well as speaking to so many stu-
dents of all ages at public schools. 
We had numerous opportunities 
throughout the year to spend time 
with many wonderful people at He-
brew Cafe and the multitude of events 
and services at the synagogues. 

Today I am 26 years old, a student 
of Community Social Education and 
Citizenship Teaching, studying most-
ly through ZOOM depending on the 
circumstances. I met my girlfriend, 
Meitar, after my discharge from the 
military and we have been together ever since. I went 
through a few things since my year in Eastern CT to the 
present, and I would like to share some of those experi-
ences with you.

After returning from the year in Eastern CT, I en-
listed to be a fighter in the Intelligence Corps. These 

Long Time, No See
were three difficult, interesting, chal-
lenging, and key years. I met friends 
who accompanied me through these 
years, and to this day I participate 

in the reserve service. 
Unfortunately, I will not 
be able to elaborate on 
the nature of the service, 
but there is no doubt 
that this is one of the for-
mative steps that most 
Israelis experience. In 
the military service, we 
serve with people from 
all sectors and places in Israel, which causes 
a deeper openness and understanding of the 
country in which we live. During this time, I 
told a lot of people about my experiences in 
Eastern CT and the life of the Jewish commu-
nity in the US.

After the Military Service, I went on the 
“big trip” – a trip that almost every Israeli 
takes. I chose to travel for four months, 
three of them in New Zealand and a month 
in Thailand. I made the trip with my child-
hood friends who were with me at school in 
the Scouts and in the Afula Youth Orchestra. 
Some of you even know them from the or-
chestra’s visit to Eastern CT about ten years 
ago, two years before my arrival in the com-
munity as a Young Emissary.

We traveled all over New Zealand and 
were exposed to amazing landscapes and di-

verse cultural experiences. New Zealand is a very special 
country, and very pleasant for travelers. This trip was an-
other opportunity to be exposed to Jewish community life 
outside of Israel. Unlike the US, the Jewish community in 
New Zealand is much smaller, and yet it was interesting to 
be exposed to it. After the many tracks in New Zealand, we 

ended the last 
month of the 
trip resting 
on the shores 
of Thailand, 
where I also 
learned to 
scuba dive.

Shortly af-
ter returning 
to Israel, I reg-
istered for ac-
ademic stud-
ies and at the 
same time be-
gan working 
for the Israeli 
Scouts move-
ment. In terms 
of working in 
the Scouts, I 

felt I had come full circle as I was in the scouts from 6th 
through 9th grades and a guide from 10th through 12th 
grades. It means a lot to me now to be one of the Scout 
Leaders. One of the things I taught the children in the 
Scouts, was about Jewish life in America. It was impor-
tant to me that they get to know the wider world, to have 

Paz and Hadar with host families the Goldsteins and the Ring-
ers, July 3, 2013.

some meaning and understanding of the Jewish people 
outside the borders of Israel, and to begin to feel a con-
nection to them. I proudly displayed the colorful Tallit 
that Tracy Todd-Savageaux made for me at the end of 
the year in Eastern CT - a very meaningful goodbye gift.

In my early academic studies, I learned the basics of 
education and working with a community. I am current-
ly studying the field of citizenship - democracy, rights, 
law, and politics. This year I took a course on Jewish phi-
losophy and the development of Judaism. Rest assured 
I had a lot to tell, share and say in the course. Thanks to 
my year in the United States, I received a different and 

deeper perspective on Judaism in Israel and in general. 
During my studies, I continued to travel, albeit a 

shorter travel than after the army, of only several days. I 
traveled mostly in Europe with Meitar and my family. We 
toured Paris, Italy, Spain, and Romania. Unfortunately, in 
today’s situation it is much more difficult to travel, and I 
hope that at the next possible opportunity, I will be able 
to come to the USA to visit! To my delight, many people 
from the community have also come to Israel over the 
years. I was happy to host Carl Astor, Marcia Reinhard, 
Jerry Fischer, and The Ringer family. Each visit renewed 
my longing for this wonderful community.

I am no longer working in the scouts as I am devot-
ing all my time to my academic studies. As part of my 
academic curriculum, I am managing a project in which 
I have been tasked with putting together a course on 
sexual education for future teachers. I also recently re-
ceived a scholarship from the city of Afula to develop 

Hadar and Paz outside of Solomon Schechter Academy 
getting ready for school on Aug. 31, 2012 when SSA was 
located at Cong. Beth El in New London.

Hadar and Paz at Temple Bnai Israel in Willimantic with the kids at religious 
school on Sept.19, 2012.

Paz cutting the turkey at Thanksgiving with his host 
dad, Scott Ringer, Nov. 2012.

LONG CONT. ON PG 11
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THOMAS L. NEILAN & SONS
Funeral Directors

12 Ocean Avenue
New London, CT 06320
860-443-1871

48 Grand Street
Niantic, CT 06357

860-739-6112

Custom Tub & Shower
Enclosures

  • Design & Installation
  • All-Glass Enclosures

Expert Mirror Design &
Installation

  • Visit Our Showroom

151 Jefferson Avenue • New London, CT 06320
Phone (860) 442-0373 • Fax (860) 442-1356

SERVING SOUTHEASTERN CONNECTICUT
FOR OVER 60 YEARS

FULL  SERVICE  GLASS  SPECIALISTS

CO., INC
Ruby Glass

LAURENCE CONT. FROM PG 7

Polia Diatlovitsky. 
They married in 
1940 and moved 
to Shanghai when 
the Jews were 
forced out of Man-
churia. Laurence 
Tribe was born in 
Japanese-occupied 
Shanghai on Octo-
ber 10, 1941, just 
two months before 
Pearl Harbor. He 
spent the first six 
years of his life in 
Shanghai as tumul-
tuous world events 
shook his world. He 
will tell the story of 
those remarkable 
years.

After World War 
II, his family moved 
to San Francisco 
where many other 
Russian Jews had 

also settled. He spoke only Russian until he was 
eight years old and at first refused to speak English 
at school. He was an excellent student with great 
interest in mathematics and art. He was planning 
to go to Berkeley, but a friend told him about Har-
vard, and at the age of 16, he was accepted with a full 
scholarship. He graduated summa cum laude with a 
degree in mathematics. He was a star debater and 
won national championships. After starting gradu-
ate school in mathematics, he switched to law. He 
entered law school in 1963 and graduated magna 
cum laude.

He chose to concentrate in constitutional law be-
cause he believed it provided a wonderful combina-
tion of literature, history, moral philosophy, political 
philosophy and structure that he could use to make 
a difference in the world. After clerking for Su-
preme Court Justice Potter Stewart, he decided to 
teach rather than join a law firm and turned down 
an offer from Yale to stay at Harvard.

He became a tenured professor before the age of 
30. He has argued over three dozen cases in the Unit-
ed States Supreme Court, authored over 120 books 
and articles and has been an advisor to Presidents 
and candidates on election issues and judicial nomi-
nations. In 2010, President Obama appointed him 
to serve as the first Senior Counselor for Access to 
Justice.

Professor Tribe’s treatise, “American Constitu-
tional Law”, is preeminent in its field and is cited more than any other 

legal text. The Northwestern Law 
Review has declared that “no 
one else in American history 
has simultaneously achieved 
Tribe’s preeminence as a prac-
titioner and scholar of constitu-
tional law”.

The proudest accomplish-
ments of his career include his 
treatise on constitutional law, 
his work on LGBTQ rights, and 
his Supreme Court advocacy in 
Bowers vs. Hardwick where he 
urged the Court to invalidate a 
Georgia anti-sodomy law.

Professor Tribe has been 
awarded many great honors in 
his life, including having been 
voted the most admired alumni 
of the Harvard Law School. But 
what means the most to him are 
the accolades he has received for 
teaching. He is a recipient of the 
Sacks-Freund Prize for Teaching 
Excellence that is awarded an-
nually by the graduating class. 

He was ranked the most ad-
mired law professor in a survey 
of over 13,000 Harvard Law 
School alumni. In 2004, he re-
ceived one of Harvard’s Univer-
sity Professorships. University 
Professor is Harvard’s highest 
academic honor, awarded to 
just a handful of professors in 
Harvard’s history. He loves the 
learning part of teaching - how 
much he can learn from his in-
teraction with students. He says 
he “loves the fact they’re going 
into the world and doing some-

Professor Laurence Tribe with President Barak 
Obama.

thing with it.” His former students include Supreme Court Chief 
Justice John Roberts, Supreme Court Justice Elana Kagan, Barack 
Obama, Senator Ted Cruz, Attorney General Merrick Garland and 
the Congressmen Adam Schiff and Jamie Rankin.

In 2008, Professor Tribe visited Shanghai. He returned to the 
apartment block that was his childhood home and the hospital where 
he was born. He says “I am enormously grateful to Shanghai. I 
developed a sense of the enormous great luck in managing to 
survive, giving me a strong feeling that I had an obligation to pay 
it forward.”

In July 2020, he retired as the Carl M. Loeb University Professor and 
Professor of Constitutional Law Emeritus.

Professor Tribe believes that we are living in tumultuous times 
where America is in graver danger than it has been in his lifetime. 

“I believe in certain aspects of human rights and checks 
and balances, above all, and preservation of rule of law and 
constitutional democracy. I see this as a time when the coun-
try I came to love, as a young immigrant kid and have loved 
ever since, despite its flaws and misdeeds, is in the gravest 
danger of losing all of that. And I see myself as doing any-
thing and everything I can within the law to resist losing it 
and to restore the norms that make constitutional democ-
racy and a viable republic possible.”
Stay tuned for more information about the April 11 program and 

information on the history of the Shanghai Jews, Soviet Jewry, and 
Jewish Immigration in the Diaspora.

Laurence as an infant with his parents in Shanghai.

Laurence Tribe on a visit to Shanghai in 2008 - in the back-
ground - the neighborhood where his family lived in the 
1940's.
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them all for years to come. I remember Lori’s call to me about two 
weeks after Hadar arrived. She simply said, “Ohhh, so this is how it’s 
supposed to be.”

With Paz it was a slightly different story. Paz had been with us two 
years earlier with the Afula Youth Orchestra, so although I didn’t know 
him well, (our community hosted 62 students that year) speaking 
with him the spring before he arrived came easy and felt completely 
natural, especially since I knew Paz’s brother, Ziv. I met Ziv four years 
earlier when he was a Young Emissary in Providence, Rhode Island 
and was good friends with our emissary, Shay Tovy. Talking to Paz was 
like reconnecting with an old friend, even though we barely knew each 
other. Paz was excited to be returning to our community and I was 
thrilled to have him back, this time as a Young Emissary. 

As soon as I knew Paz was coming, I called Laura Ringer. The Ring-
ers had hosted Paz and three other boys when they were here with the 
orchestra. I remember Laura speaking about Paz and knew a strong 
connection had been made. So, when it came time to look for a host 
family for Paz, the first call had to be to Laura. Her response was price-
less. She was so excited to hear that Paz was coming back but she had a 
dilemma. They had hosted Shai Fogel two years earlier and while they 
planned to host again, (they loved Shai) they were not planning on do-
ing it quite so soon. Laura followed up by saying, “But how can we NOT 
host Paz?! I’ll talk to Scott and the kids and I’ll call you back.” It didn’t 
take long, and when Laura called back her answer was an unwavering, 
unequivocal, “YES! Of course, we will host Paz!”

I was feeling pretty excited. It’s not always easy to find host fami-
lies, but with Hadar and Paz, it was seamless. However, their arrival, 
not so much, as Hurricane Sandy arrived with them! Both families lost 
electricity but The Goldsteins had a generator. Then a tree fell on their 
street and Hadar couldn’t get out for about a week. 

The Ringers didn’t have a generator so there was no electricity or 
running water, also for about a week. Not exactly a “soft landing” for 
these two, but they were unscathed. Hurricane Sandy provided plenty 
of bonding time with their families. 

Once Hurricane Sandy was gone, things began to fall into place and 
Hadar and Paz acclimated quickly. They were both very excited about 
their year with us and worked hard every day. Their days and lives 
were full, and they were very happy. 

Early on, I broached the subject with them of Yom Ha’Atzmaut to 
which, Hadar politely, yet firmly said, “Yes we know all about it and 
we will take care of it! It will be great!” I was the one who wanted to 
turn it over to the Young Emissaries, yet there was one flaw in my plan. 
How would we do it and what would it look like when we did? Hadar’s 
strong, confident response was reassuring, although I was still clue-
less as to how we would transform this event. We started the planning 
process in March. They were full of ideas. Paz was a Scout Leader and 
Hadar was a Leader in her Youth Movement, so they had tons of expe-
rience preparing for big events. We brainstormed everything together 
and ultimately, they pulled it off! Beautifully! The event was a great 
success and got us off and running for the next six years – that is, until 
the pandemic stopped us dead in our tracks! 

Before we knew it, their year was ending. It was a great year full of 
wonderful adventures and new relationships for Paz and Hadar and 
new experiences for our community! I know you’ll enjoy their articles.

and I got to host Hillary and An-
drea Goldstein (at different 
times) as well as Rabbi Astor 
and, also, Marcia Reinhard! In ad-
dition, I had the opportunity to 
be the soldier on a Birthright trip 
with some awesome Americans. 

At the end of my military ser-
vice (part of it as a permanent 
service), my managers expressed 
their desire for me to remain an 
office worker and I gladly agreed! 
Since then, I was given the posi-
tion as head of a development 
team, in the most interesting de-
partment there is! A challenging 
role with great responsibility, 
but very satisfying, as I feel I am 
truly contributing to our little 
country! 

I am currently working on 
my Master’s degree in order 
to expand my horizons - Busi-
ness Manager specializing in In-
formation Systems. 

I really like hiking, with 
friends and family, although Co-
vid19 ruins the plans a bit. How-
ever, every sunny Saturday when 
we are not in lockdown, you can 
find me hiking on one of the trails 
of Israel. Now, I am simply wait-
ing for the opportunity to jump in 
to visit you, the community, and 
travel around the area.

I really miss you all. Thankful-
ly, I am in touch with some of you, 
but whoever I am not, I invite 
you to contact me through email 
- hadars16@gmail.com or Face-
book at Hadar Sivan. It will make 
me very happy. 

Hoping you are all staying 
healthy and safe. Waiting, impa-
tiently, for the time we can surely 
visit each other again! 

Love to all,
Hadar 

BEST CONT. FROM PG 8

local leadership among college students in Afula. 
I am glad that over time I have had the opportunity to keep in touch 

with so many wonderful people. Just a few weeks ago we said good-
bye to the SNEC Young Emissary Program Director, Sharon Conway, on 
Zoom, and I got to see many people from “my home” in CT. So many 
people made my year in the community very meaningful which makes 
it hard to write them all without, possibly, missing a few. 

I would like to say a special thank you to my host families: The 
Luner’s (Anne, Paul, Evelyn, and Alan) and the Ringer’s (Laura, Scott, 
Rebecca, and Jared) who hosted me in the most pleasant and loving 
ways throughout the year in their homes. Today I understand the im-
pact that the experience in Eastern CT has had on me, that it plays a 
significant part of who I am and will surely accompany me throughout 
my life.

I would love to hear from you and will be available to respond. 
You can reach me on Facebook at: paz assor or email me at: pazas-
sor110@gmail.com. 

Looking forward to seeing you here in Israel or in the community 
as soon as it is possible. 

LONG CONT. FROM PG 9

Paz and Meitar in Disney World France 2019.
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Several Congregation Beth El members have come together to pur-
chase a recent Israeli invention, the Virimask Ocular Respirator. It 
helps to protect against COVID-19 by filtering out 99.99% of Corona vi-

rus particles. We’ve 
been fortunate to 
have been accorded 
wholesale pricing by 
the Israeli team and 
are happy to extend 
this opportunity to 
the entire eastern 
Connecticut Jewish 
community. 

In early February 
2020, Prof. Noam 
Gavriely (former di-
rector of the Respi-
ratory Physiology 
Chair at the Tech-
nion’s Faculty of 
Medicine), realized 

that existing masks were not effective in definitively stopping COV-
ID-19 viral transmission.

Current mask solutions have a variety of shortcomings:
• They simply fail to provide eye protection. Because eye epi-

Israeli 99.99% effective COVID-filtration mask available
thelium is an integral 
part of the respiratory 
system, any unprotected 
eye is a potential gateway 
to viruses. Even mount-
ing a plastic shield on 
the forehead is imperfect 
protection because virus 
spreads in sprays that are 
subject to getting around 
partial barriers if air cur-
rents are present. 

• While existing masks are
(to varying degrees) ef-
fective in protecting oth-
ers from viral particles we 
exhale, cloth filters pro-
vide very little protection
to the wearer from viral
particles – whether imme-
diately exhaled by others
or residually present in
the atmosphere.  Even the
hard-to-find N95 mask 
only filters out particles 

larger than 0.3 microns. It was never designed for viral protec-
tion and lets 5% of viral load through its fabric.

• Only an airtight mask can optimally protect against the en-
trance of contaminated air into the respiratory system. Current 
masks offer imperfect seals.

The new Israeli technology corrects all of these PPE short-
comings:

• Virimask’s HEPA H14 filter removes 99% of the particles at, 
or greater than, 0.1 microns.  With the Corona virus measur-
ing 0.12 microns in diameter, the Virimask offers greatly im-
proved protection . 

• The mask is designed to create a hermetical seal on the face.
(Those with beards may not be able to secure a complete seal.)

• Two-way filtration provides protection for both the wearer of 
the mask and the environment around. 

• The mask was developed with a dedicated technology for
long-term use – it is highly comfortable and poses no danger
to the skin. What is more, the wearer’s voice is heard clearly
and powerfully.

• The filter was specifically designed to have a broad surface 
to reduce airflow resistance to make it easier for those with 
respiratory conditions to breathe easily. Not designed by Pari-
sian fashionistas, the mask is functionally beautiful to behold.

Masks come in two sizes: regular (often women) and large (often 
men). For additional technical information, go to www.virimask.com.

The masks retail at $70. each (with 2 filters – each good for 60 hours 
in a professional medical environment). We already have enough de-
mand to get pricing at $56. If our total order comes to 100 units, the 
price drops to $45. This is not a fund-raiser; there is zero mark-up.  

We are delaying placing our order until Feb. 26 to give community 
members the opportunity to consider participating. Please 
communi-cate your interest via JewishThought2022@gmail.com. 
We’ll pro-vide fund transmission information and advise you when 
masks arrive at Congregation Beth El for pickup at Beth El’s 27 
Shaw Street (New London) office.
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An appreciation of Gaby Schlesinger, z’l
December 22, 1936 - February 4, 2021

From Dana Kline
I want to let you know that I was so glad that 

you thought to ask for thoughts about Gaby. She 
was a star in our community who was often out 
of the spotlight. I think her preference. Thanks 
for always keeping the Leader top rate. You do 
a great job. 

About failure. That is what I learned from Gaby. 
Over pizza one night at dinyan, as we chatted 
about the week’s events, Gaby told us of her trip 
to Boston. To the Harvard graduation. J.K. Rawlings 
of Harry Potter fame was the speaker. The theme 
of her talk was failure. Best learned at an early age. 
But gained at any age. Gaby was always bringing 
interesting topics to our table. She was passionate 
about many things. And that evening she brought 
the writer’s message to us, and we felt as if Rawl-
ings was at our side. Failure. It’s good to encounter 
it when the stakes are not too high. Then we learn 
that we can overcome setbacks. We learn that it 
is not the end but perhaps that it is a beginning 
of something else. 

Gaby was wise and caring. And I will miss her. 

From Dorothy Otnow Lewis, MD

Gaby and I were friends since 1955 when we 
attended a seminar in English lit in college. We 
became closer friends when I was in Paris the fol-
lowing summer. That was in the olden days when 
people actually used pens and ink and we wrote 
each other once or twice week. 

I remember Gaby’s delight when she wrote of 
having met a wonderful man who was working 
on his Harvard PhD in math and who had fled 
Germany during the war. I wrote back, “You must 
have met Ernie! “He was a friend of mine. Shortly 
thereafter they were engaged, and I was Gaby’s 
maid of honor when they were married after her 
college graduation. They were a loving, smart, witty 
couple who adored each other.

In spite of her great intelligence and excellent 
training (i.e. Radcliffe BA and Yale PhD) academia 
was not gracious to Gaby and she managed to get 
a series of short-term teaching positions instead 
of the tenured professorship she deserved. So it 
goes-so it went in those days when a woman’s 
place was thought to be in the home.

I was closest to Gaby this past decade when 
we spoke on the phone almost every night. We 
created “The Factoid Institute,” an organization 
devoted to sharing trivia that we had learned each 
day. Although we talked endlessly about politics, 
philosophy, religion, poetry, the Institute was for 
trivia only. For example, after talking endlessly 
about Trump’s impeachment, the Institute would 
have focused on the important stuff, on Stacy 
Plaskett’s stunning outfits during her presenta-
tions of Trump’s multiple sins, or on the question 
of whether or not Ivanka had a nose job.

So many times this past week I have lifted the 
phone to call Gaby to share the sublime and the 
ridiculous, only to realize she could not answer. I 
already miss her.

From Judi Glickstein

Gabby was always so warm and friendly, and I was always 
struck by her intelligence.  I will miss her.  

From Laura Frommer
Gaby Schlesinger was very dedicated to the 

Beth El community and I will always cherish a very 
special memory of her: 

Soon after Cantor Michael Zoosman and I per-
formed Yiddish folk music at the Harold Juli memo-
rial concert at Beth El in 2008, Gaby approached us 
and offered to sponsor the recording of a Yiddish 
folk music CD; she said that the proceeds from the 
CD sales would be donated to Beth El. 

It was a great honor to record this CD with Can-
tor Zoosman at Harkness Chapel at Connecticut 
College. Gaby had one request: could we please 
include “Schlof, mayn feygele” or “Sleep, My Little 
One,” a beautiful lullaby she remembered from 
her childhood. It was touching to hear how much 
Gaby loved Yiddish music. 

I will miss her dearly. Every time I listen to 
“Schlof, mayn feygele” I will think about Gaby.

From Marcia Reinhard
Gaby Schlesinger! What can you say about a woman who was like 

the Matriarch of our community? Certainly, one of them. A woman, 
who, when she spoke to you made you feel like you were the only 
person in the room. Who, when she spoke to you, only had the kind-
est things to say to you? 

Gaby was warm, kind, good-natured, intelligent – incredibly intel-
ligent, helpful – always so helpful, and so supportive. 

As the person responsible for putting together many of our com-
munity events, it never ceased to amaze me that Gaby attended just 
about every single one. Unless she was under the weather or had 
opportunities to be with her children and grandchildren, we would 
always see her at these events. Not only was she present, but she was 
often there to help with set-up and/or clean-up. There were a couple 
of years where Gaby was with the Young Emissaries and me setting 
up for our big Yom Ha’Atzmaut celebration – holding the ladder, even 
serving food, doing anything she could to help. She often made sure 
everyone was fed before she would eat. I would check to make sure 
she ate while she was checking to make sure I did.

Gaby served on our Yom Hashoah committee and announced our 
candlelighters and readers for quite a few years. She contributed so 
much to the many moving parts in our community. 

Gaby was quick to praise but humble when it came to her own role 
within our community. She contributed so much to us and cared so 
much about so many. I was often humbled by her words. 

Gaby and I weren’t close friends, but we had a connection. There 
was no end to her kindness. I will miss seeing her at our events, hav-
ing her support, talking with her whenever possible. Bottom line, I 
will simply – miss her. I already do. 

Our community has lost a very special person, truly a woman of 
valor. We will not be the same without her. Gaby, to you I say, “Be-
cause I knew you, I have been changed for good.”

Pablo Jairo Tutillo Maldonado
I will forever be grateful for getting to know you, 

Gaby. You were so supportive of my pursuit of an 
international career and always so eager to give 
me a ride to shul or to go back home. 

Your spirit always vivid, inquisitive, and opti-
mistic. My time in New London was made much 
better by getting to have you as a friend. May your 
memory be always a blessing. 

Gabriella Schlesinger was a long time JFEC Board Member and a supporter of the Federation’s 
Relief & Recovery Fund. Community members were invited to share a brief memory and or a 
photo of her. May our memories of Gaby bring those of us who knew her continued comfort as we 
mourn her passing.    -- Mimi Perl, Editor

Sept 4, 2015, Gaby models possible t-shirt for 
JFEC’s Harvest Supper. (photo-Marcia Reinhard)

Gaby seen here sharing a moment with Rabbi Rachel Safman dur-
ing a Beth El cookout. (photo-I. Bruce Levine)
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New London - Gabri-
ella Pintus Schlesinger 
died on February 4 at the 
age of 84. 

Gaby was born on De-
cember 22, 1936 in Haifa, 
now Israel but then the 
British Mandate of Pales-
tine. She was the daugh-
ter of Else Berl Pintus and 
Hans Richard Pintus who 
had fled Germany as refu-

gees during World War II and who 
later made their way to the United 
States.

She arrived in Brighton, Massachusetts at the age of two and always 
considered herself a child of Boston. She graduated from Girls Latin 
School and Summa Cum Laude from Radcliffe College. Shortly before 
graduation she met Ernest Schlesinger, to whom she was married for 
nearly 50 years until his death in 2008. 

Together they moved to Connecticut. While a graduate student at 
Yale, where she received her Ph.D. in English Literature, she had her 
two children.

Settling in New London in 1962, she embraced her new commu-
nity. Her passions were progressive politics, bettering racial relations, 
improving interfaith relations, and strengthening education; she 
maintained a deep optimism and belief in the potential of the country 
she emigrated to and adopted.

As well as co-founding the New London School Volunteers, she 
served on the boards of such organizations as the League of Wom-
en Voters, the Jewish Federation of Eastern Connecticut, and the 
Alumnae/i Network for Harvard Women (ANHW), which she helped 
create. 

Whether she was volunteering or teaching, she was most devoted 
to her cause. Everywhere she taught, latterly at the University of Con-
necticut-Avery Point Campus, her efforts revolved around the totality 
of her students, She cared about the details of their lives as though 
they were family and assisted many who had thought they could never 
finish to graduate.

In addition to these passions, she loved eating desserts, especially 
chocolate; visiting family and friends; and celebrating birthdays as if 
they were major holidays.

She will be greatly missed by her son David and daughter-in-law 
Rachel, her daughter Eva and partner Dave, and several grand-animals 
as well as her Beth El congregation, numerous friends, and others 
whose lives she touched.

In lieu of flowers, donations in her name may be made to the 
Alumnae/i Network for Harvard Women, the Jewish Federation of 
Eastern Connecticut, or UNICEF.

Gabriella “Gaby” 
Schlesinger

Waterford -- Dr. Jeffrey “Jeff” 
Cohen, 73, passed away in his 
Waterford home February 3, 
2021.

Jeff was born to Harry and 
Goldie Cohen, and was as he 
would say, born in Brooklyn and 
raised in the Bronx. After attend-
ing City College of New York, he 
began a 42-year career with the 
Department of Defense working 
at the Naval Undersea Warfare 
Center. Along the way he earned 
his Master’s Degree in Math-
ematics from Trinity College and 
his PhD in Mathematics from the 
University of Rhode Island.

A travel enthusiast, after his 
retirement from work he was 
able to travel extensively with 
his wife Marilyn, enjoying many 
cruises together crisscrossing the 
world. On their many adventures 
they shared their love of sightsee-
ing, good food, and wine, or a cold 
beer on occasion for Jeff. Jeff was 
an avid reader, never meeting a 
mystery story he could put down. 
He is survived by wife Marilyn; 
step-children Jonathan, Matthew, 
Daniel; their spouses Chrissy, 
Lynn, Yvette; and 3 grandchildren 
Daniel, Allison, and Thomas.

Condolences may be shared 
on Mr. Cohen’s memorial page at 
www.neilanfuneralhome.com.

Jeffrey  
Cohen New London -- Sofiya Dineralter, 

age 72, passed away on February 11, 
2021at L&M Hospital in New London, 
Connecticut after battling leukemia and 
COVID-19. Her funeral service was held 
at the Beth El cemetery in Groton, CT on 
Monday, February 15, 2021 at 10 am.

Sofiya was born in Radomyshl, 
Ukraine on March 15, 1948 to Mikhayl 
and Dora Bilman. She worked as the 
manager of a post office in Zhytomyr for 
30 years before moving to the United 
States in 1997. In 1973, she married 
her loving husband, Valeriy Dineralter, 
whom she was married to for 47 years. Sofiya had two children, Diana 
Moran (Dineralter) and Genadiy Dineralter, and two grandchildren, 
Tatyana Trachishina and Aleksander Dineralter. She also gained addi-
tional grandchildren through her kids’ marriages, Kiera Moran, Justin 
Ramirez, and Felishka Ramirez.

Sofiya enjoyed painting, sewing, and crocheting, as well as spend-
ing time with her family. Her friends and family describe her as a one-
of-a-kind woman with a beautiful soul. She cared about everyone and 
was loved by everyone she met. Sofiya will be sorely missed and re-
membered always.

Sofiya Dineralter

By Shira Hanau and Ben Harris, JTA
Rabbi Dr. Abraham J. Twerski, the scion of multiple Hasidic dynas-

ties, author of more than 60 books, and a physician who became a 
leading authority on drug treatment and addiction, has died.

Twerski was 90 and had been battling COVID-19 in Israel, accord-
ing to Yeshiva World News.

Born in Milwaukee into a family of incomparably distinguished rab-
binic stock, Twerski was descended on his father’s side from Rabbi 
Menachem Nachum Twersky, the founder of the Chernobyl Hasidic dy-
nasty also known the Me’or Einayim, a work of Torah commentary he 
authored. His mother was the daughter of the Bobover Hasidic rebbe.

A noted Judaic scholar in his own right, Twerski was among the last 
of a breed of rabbinic authorities who also achieved recognized ex-
pertise in secular subjects and frequently presented at academic and 
professional conferences in the full Hasidic garb he wore every day. 
After graduating from medical school in 1960, he spent two decades 
as the clinical director of the psychiatry unit at St. Francis Hospital in 
Pittsburgh. In 1972, he founded Gateway Rehab in Pittsburgh, where 
he served as medical director emeritus.

Twerski wrote more than 60 books, most of which were aimed at 
Jewish audiences but some of which were published by mainstream 
publishers for a general audience. His books addressed both religious 
subjects as well as a range of self-help topics — including happiness, 
self-esteem, and marital issues — and sometimes both. He was also 
a fan of the comic strip “Peanuts” and authored two books with its 
creator, Charles Schultz.

Rabbi Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb, a psychologist and former executive 

Abraham Twerski, a rabbi who 
specialized in substance abuse

vice president of the Orthodox 
Union, said Twerski would often 
say that though he had written 
dozens of books, he had really 
written just one book about one 
subject: self-esteem. That inter-
est was rooted in his psychiatric 
training, but was also connected 
to his Hasidic worldview, includ-
ing the teachings of the Hasidic 
movement’s founder, the Baal 
Shem Tov, whose philosophy 
centered on authenticity — and, 
in Twerski’s understanding, self-
esteem.
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Purim as Israeli Jewish Masquerade TEDDY WEINBERGER
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I used to think of Purim mainly as a children’s holiday--but that was 
before I was exposed to Tel Aviv culture.  Now that my two daughters 
live in Tel Aviv and I live in the neighboring city of Herzliya, I know that 
Purim is not just for kids: It is the Jewish holiday for adults in Tel Aviv, 
especially young ones. 

The nights surrounding Purim are jam-packed with masquerade 
parties.  These parties have a very different cast of characters than one 
sees at traditional Purim fairs or at Jewish days schools, where the Big 
Four (Mordecai, Esther, Haman, and Ahaseurus) loom large.  The Pu-
rim story is far from the minds of Tel Aviv revelers, though this is not 
to say that Jewish culture does not make an appearance in a costume 
or two—last year, for example, one creative Tel Avivian got dressed up 
as a succah. 

Purim has achieved something that no other Jewish holiday has 
achieved: It has galvanized secular Israelis into investing a lot of time 
and energy into something that is rooted in the spirit of the day.  Secu-
lar Israelis celebrate most of the other Jewish holidays as recreation 
days, spent at the beach or in parks, with big family meals that feature 

a relevant holiday touch-- wheth-
er apples dipped in honey, jelly 
donuts, matza, or cheesecake.  
With Purim, secular Israel has 
taken a key element of the holi-
day and run with it.  In the Tal-
mud (Tractate Megilah 7b), Rava 
says: “Everyone should reach a 
state where they cannot tell the 
difference between cursed Ha-
man and blessed Mordecai.”  All 
those wild Tel Aviv Purim parties 
may be thought of as being in the 
spirit of this Talmudic dictate. 

The traditional Purim com-
mandments (mitzvot) are typi-
cally not practiced by people who 
party the night away, and this is 

perhaps why, from my Orthodox perspective, 
I used to think of Purim just as a children’s 
holiday.    While every Israeli child observes 
the holiday to the extent that they come to 
school in costume on the appointed day, 
the traditions of going to synagogue on the 
night and on the morning of Purim to hear 
the reading of the Book of Esther, of exchang-
ing food baskets (shalach manos), of giving 
Purim charity, and of having a festive meal 
are almost exclusively the preserve of the religious.  For example last 
year, our first year in Herzliya, I had thought that Purim might be an 
opportunity for the people in the six other apartments in our building 
to reciprocate for some of the challah that I routinely give them.  They 
did not because, in general, secular people do not give shalach manos; 
this, even though you can buy ready-made Purim food baskets all over 
Israel in the weeks leading up to the holiday, and many Israeli work 
places have a day around Purim for exchanging such baskets.  (Just 
for the record--not that my “spread the love through challah” project 
is dependent on it--reciprocation came in advance of this past Rosh 
Hashanah.)

Perhaps I am making too big a deal out of Purim as Israeli Jewish 
masquerade?  After all, the cast of characters that one will see at a Tel 
Aviv Purim party will not be all that different from a big costume bash 
that might be given in your own neighborhood on Halloween.  But 
there is a difference: Only in Israel, the one country in the world with a 
majority Jewish culture, is the country’s annual masquerade on Purim, 
and only in Israel do secular Jews as well as religious Jews celebrate 
on Purim.  As someone who is committed to Jewish tradition, and as 
someone who has both religious and secular Israeli grandchildren, 
I’m very happy to be living in Israel.  I only hope and pray that the 
coronavirus-coast is clear enough to celebrate this year.  Happy Purim!

“In terms of relating to people, relationships, understanding the 
soul and the psyche, those are the values that he grew up with and in 
medical school he found that in psychiatry,” Weinreb said.

In 1996, Twerski wrote “The Shame Borne In Silence,” becoming 
one of the first major Orthodox leaders to speak publicly about do-
mestic violence and other forms of abuse in the Orthodox community. 
“To this day, he is defamed in certain circles because he dares to speak 
about it,” Weinreb said in an interview shortly before Twerski’s death.

Twerski was a vocal proponent of Alcoholics Anonymous, whose 
12 steps he found entirely consonant with Jewish teachings, despite 
its origins in Christian thought. He even defended the practice of at-
tending AA meetings in church basements, something many strictly 
observant Jews are loath to do.

Within the Orthodox community, Twerski founded Nefesh, an as-
sociation for mental health workers, spanning the range of Orthodox 
observance and making clear that he saw no contradiction between 
his Orthodox faith and his scientific pursuits.

“He was a great believer that there was no contradiction,” Weinreb 
said. “A person could be a person of great faith and a rigorous scien-
tist.”
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