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Wireless Zone Foundation
grants help local non-profits

Donate today...
There is still time

The JFEC thanks the
Wireless Zone Foundation
for its continued support
of our food pantry and
emergency assistance programs enabling us to continue this important work.
While many places of
businesses were closed or
were open at reduced capacity since March 2020,
the Wireless Zone- Verizon
Premium Wireless Retailers in Groton, New London,
Glastonbury, North Windham, Killingly, Putnam and
Marcia Reinhard, JFEC Ass’t Director, second row left, receives Wireless
Westerly were not only forZone Grant on behalf of the Jewish Federation via zoom call.
tunate enough to remain
open to serve their customWireless Zone teams have been philanthropically
ers as an essential business but were able to gen- busier than ever in their community.
erously give back to their community as well. With
From the onset of the pandemic, co-owners Neil
over $40,000 being donated to local nonprofit organizations, the locally owned and family operated
GRANTS CONT. ON PG 13

It is not too late to donate to the Jewish Federation and round out
the 100 Days of its 2020-21 Annual Campaign on an upbeat note. Your
donation brings relief to those in urgent need – your family and friends
and your extended Jewish family.
This holiday season your donation will bring relief to those living in
fear, sustenance to those living with
hunger, and hope to those most affected by the ongoing pandemic and
economic recession. Help those who
thought they’d never have to rely on
food pantries to feed their families –
but now do.
With your gift TODAY, you will help
impact the lives of your extended family.
Make your check payable to ‘JFEC’ and remit to 28 Channing St.,
New London, CT 06320 or donate online at JFEC.com.
Thank you for your compassion and generosity.

JFEC receives Neighbors
for Neighbors grant

In March of 2020, the Community Foundation of Eastern Connecticut created the Neighbors for Neighbors Fund in response to the coronavirus epidemic.
As the COVID-19 crisis has heightened inequities in our communities and made life even more difficult for already-vulnerable populations, grants totaling $974,497 from the Neighbors for Neighbors
Fund help people access the most basic human rights: food, housing,
healthcare, and education.
The fund is designed to be flexible and nimble in supporting the
work of these organizations in meeting the basic needs of residents
of Eastern Connecticut, especially our most vulnerable populations. It
complements the work of federal, state, and municipal government relief efforts, to identify and fill gaps, and to expand local capacity to address all aspects of the crisis as effectively and efficiently as possible.
The fund’s resources are going to organizations providing direct
assistance to high need populations — including low-income individuals, residents without health insurance and/or access to sick days,
communities of color, and individuals with disabilities, among others.
The Community Foundation and the United Ways of Southeastern
CT and Central and Northeastern CT are jointly administering requests for
funding. They have made
two rounds of grants as of November 2020. The Jewish Federation of
Eastern CT received funds that will allow it to assist New London residents with food and provide emergency services. Check out https://
www.cfect.org/Our-Initiatives/Response-to-COVID-19-Neighbors-for-Neighbors-Fund for a list of other agencies in the region
who have benefited from the Community Foundation’s generosity.

Rivlin hails
normalization
deal as
‘model’

By Times of Israel Staff
President Reuven Rivlin spoke
on the phone December 14 with
Bahrain’s King Hamad bin Isa Al
Khalifa, saying the normalization
deal signed recently between the
nations was already serving as a
“model” for other countries in the
region, and expressing hope that
the Palestinians will also follow
suit.
According to a statement by
the President’s Residence, Rivlin
congratulated the king ahead of
Bahrain’s national day, which will
be marked on Wednesday.
“This national day marks a
year of historic developments
between Israel and Bahrain and
the United Arab Emirates,” Rivlin
said. “The developments in our
relations could not have happened without the brave and historic decision of His Majesty King

RIVLIN CONT. ON PG 13

Struggles and successes

By Marcia Reinhard, JFEC Ass’t Director
We have arrived at the eighth edition of “Where Are They Now?”
Hard to believe. I think, when you have a project that you have to be on
top of all the time, the time just flies.
In 2008-09, Leeor Goren and Shay Tovy arrived in the states and,
specifically, at Camp Laurelwood in Madison along with 14 other
Young Emissaries from around
the Southern New England
Region for their four-day orientation with the YE Program
Director, Sharon Conway. They
were both warm and friendly,
anxious to get to our community. Shay was on the quieter, more reserved side where
Leeor was a firecracker! (Little
did I know what a firecracker
she really was!) I knew this to
be the strategy they used in Israel – to put two teens together
whose personalities, strengths
and weaknesses would complement each other resulting
in much success for both eml-r: Leeor Goren and Shay Tovy,
issaries. Sometimes it worked,
Young Emissaries 2008-09
sometimes not. Often there
were clashes among the emissaries as you read in Shahar’s article in
the last edition.
Since I had just become the Young Emissary Coordinator in January
2008, Shay and Leeor were to be the first emissaries that I would be
working with for their entire year. After the ultimate success of Shahar
and Oren following their bumpy start, I was confident and eager to
work with Leeor and Shay. The truth was, however, I was still green,
learning each step along the way. There were host family introduc-

STRUGGLES CONT. ON PG 9
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Needed: Boots for this winter
TVCCA’s Retired and Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) is conducting its 25th Annual Winter Boot Drive to provide children in the region
with a pair of warm winter boots in time for the holidays. Thanks to
donors like you, last year, we delivered boots to 1,100 low-income children ranging from preschool through elementary school.
Requests for boots from schools, childcare centers, and town social service departments grow every year. Thanks to your support, we
have been able to meet those requests and are counting on you again
this year! Thank you for your support.
For more information and a donor pledge form: Georgia James,
RSVP Coordinator at 860-425-6608 / gjames@tvcca.org
Donations of new boots or checks accepted through Mid-December. Checks should be made payable to TVCCA-RSVP and mailed to 83
Huntington St., New London, CT 06320.

Candle Lighting for Eastern CT area
Friday, Dec 18
Friday, Dec 25
Friday, Jan 1
Friday, Jan 8

•
•
•
•

4:03 pm
4:06 pm
4:10 pm
4:16 pm
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Virtual holiday cheer
By Jack Haynes
Despite being physically apart, Yachad still had an amazing Hanukkah celebration. Fifteen teens were able to join us in addition to a very
special guest. All the way from Israel, our lovely 2009-10 Young Emissary, Hadar Elya, joined us for an action-packed zoom call. She put
together an exciting virtual program in which all the teens had to “Save
the Temple” & “Save Hanukkah”.
While learning about different aspects of Israeli culture and Hanukkah, we played games, solved problems, and had a really good time!
Hadar and her family then joined us to light our chanukiyot! She first
sang a lovely Israeli version of the Hanukkah prayers before we all
joined together in song and lit the candles. It was amazing to catch up
with Hadar who hasn’t been here in a whopping 10 years!
After Hadar’s activity, Ethan Novick and Simone Lerner led a group
game of Dreidel. Using the amazing technology available to us, we were

able to use an online program
that would spin a dreidel for us.
We took turns answering questions about Hanukkah and then
spinning the dreidel! Although
this is not how Yachad would traditionally celebrate Hanukkah, it
was still an amazing event!
Shortly after our chapter celebration, regional BBYO hosted a virtual “Global Shabbat”.
Throughout Global Shabbat, the
Connecticut Valley Region of
BBYO joined together in song and
prayer to celebrate Shabbat, Hanukkah, and each other. It was a
beautiful sight to see teens and
their families across the state
lighting their chanukiyot.
We hope that everyone has
an amazing rest of the year! Stay
tuned for more from Yachad for
next year - Cheers to 2021!

Jack Haynes is a Senior at East
Lyme High School and the Communication Chair for our Yachad
BBYO Chapter. Jack enjoys posting
on social media and putting his
skills to work for the chapter.

to
Friends, Beth El Congregants, and the JFEC Community
I am deeply touched by the many thoughtful cards, lovely flowers,
delightful gifts, and healing prayers.
Be assured that your support and encouragement
have been valued and appreciated
during the healing process this whole time.
With heartfelt thanks for all your mitzvot,

Gaby Schlesinger
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Genizah burial held
On Wednesday, December 2, the Jewish Community of southeastern
Connecticut gathered together for a Genizah Burial service for aged
and obsolete prayer books at the Beth El Cemetery in Groton, Ct.
Four area synagogues participated in this ceremony: Beth El, Temple
Emanu-El, Beth Jacob and Temple B’nai Israel of Willimantic. Rabbi
Kideckel lead a meaningful ceremony and was assisted by Rabbi
Ekstrand. Pete Cassidy aided in creating and covering the burial site
and Jerry Fischer filmed the event and posted his pictures and writeup
to Facebook. Here is a link to his film and photos:
h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / j e r r y. f i s c h e r. 3 1 /
posts/10159107136707915

Unique local gifts

for everyone on your list!
The Day’s heirloom quality, hardcover pictorial coffee-table books

Purchase Today!

Below is part of Jerry’s writeup accompanying his FB post:
In the Jewish tradition
you must bury books that
have the word God in them.
. . Books from the Jewish
communities of eastern Connecticut, from Willimantic
to Norwich to the shoreline
were buried in the Beth El
Communty Cemetery this
morning. It was, like most
burials, a sad occasion.
And yes, we did say Kaddish
d’Rabbanan.

2020 Temple Emanu-El
Raffle announces winners
and thanks donors
The 2020 Temple Emanu-El Raffle
was drawn on Sunday, December 13
at 6:15 P.M. I would like to thank Rabbi
Marc for running the camera and zoom
session and Bayla McCaffrey and Regan
Kaye for drawing the tickets. In addition,
I would like to thank everyone who purchased tickets to support the raffle both
first time and longtime raffle supporters.
In addition, I would like to thank Barry
Feldman, Scott Wolfe, Merrill Mazzella,
Marcia Reinhard, Armi Rowe and Roberta Reisner-Winograd for helping sell
tickets. Finally, I would like to thank our sponsors Kim and Kenn Fischburg, Sayet & Seder (Bart Sayet), Creative Office Interiors, Bill and
Ellen Seeman, Adam Kaufman and Rebecca Woodward, Armi and Jonathan Rowe and Barbara Senges for covering all seven prizes. See list of
Prizes, Sponsors and Winners (Mazel Tov).
What stayed the same: Price of the tickets only $25 and that we
sold all 720 tickets to raise $18,000 for the Temple.
What was different: First Prize instead of travel was five $500 Visa
gift cards and we ran the drawing after the Chanukah lighting ceremony at 6 pm on Zoom for the first time.
Prize List
1st Prize:
Five $500 Visa Gift Cards
Sponsor:
Kim and Kenn Fischburg
Winner:
Artie Dean
2nd Prize:
Sponsor:
Winner:
3rd Prize:
Sponsor:
Winner:

$500 Visa Gift Card
Creative Office Interiors, Hartford, CT
Howard Brensilver

5th Prize:
Sponsor:
Winner:

$200 Target Gift Card
Adam Kaufman and Rebecca Woodward
Donna Goldman

4th Prize:
Sponsor:
Winner:

6th Prize:
Sponsor:
Winner:
7th Prize:
Sponsor:
Winner:

Order online securely
at theday.com/books
Titles available while supplies last.

iPad Pro
Sayet and Seder, Attorneys at Law, Norwich, CT
Carol Seeman

Three $100 Walmart Gift Cards
Bill and Ellen Seeman
Mark Kirschblum

$150 Best Buy Gift Card
John Murphy and Barbara Senges
Lee Snyderman
$100 Amazon Gift Card
Jonathan and Armi Rowe
Iris Freeman
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By

Artie
Dean
The Return of Moishe Rappinsky
Part 4
From the Dec. 4 issue:
“Wait!” Jacob yelled, but the police car moved on, leaving the boys
motioning after them on the sidewalk. They scampered back towards
the stairwell, as the police blocked the street at the corner, distracted
by more pressing concerns—like the looting now taking hold along
5th Avenue’s high end shops. They scampered back into the stairwell.
“Now that worked well,” Ben said.
“Shut up,” Jacob said. “Our parents are going to kill us.”
They huddled together, a cold rain intensifying. Seconds passed.
Then two men with shaved heads and tattooed faces appeared at street
level, tapping their bats in menacing fashion on the railing above.
“My, my, well what have we got here?” said the taller one with a scar
across his cheek.
“Our parents are the least of our problems,” Ben whispered and
raised his hands in supplication.

***
“Up against the van,” said the man with the facial scar, shoving Ben
and Jacob forward towards a black SUV. “Now spread ‘em.”
Ben’s legs spayed. Jacob did the same.
“Hands on your head. Don’t turn around.”
Jacob glanced at Ben. “Do what he says,” Ben muttered, his normally
invincible manner all but extinguished.
Jacob nodded. He swallowed with difficulty, leaned forward, and
braced his body against the SUV, his hands against the cold glass of the
passenger side window.
Rough hands patted the boys down, running hands along thighs,
under armpits, over pockets, looking for any weapons. Jacob grimaced.
The thought of carrying any type of weapon to a peaceful protest
would never have crossed his mind. Yet now, with Neo-Nazis patting
him down he wished he was a hardened veteran in the Israeli Defense
forces rather than a frightened kid from Brooklyn.
“Empty your pockets!”
Ben complied, turning his empty pants pockets inside out.
Jacob’s mind whirled, his mind on the phone in his back pocket. The
idea that these thugs could take their possessions with impunity made
the little hairs stand up on the back of his neck.
“Bastards,” Jacob mouthed as he felt his phone being wrenched
from his back pocket.
Then the man with the scar put his face close, staring into Jacob’s
eyes. “I’ll take that,” he said. peppering Jacob’s face with spittle. Then
he reached to Jacobs neck, took hold of the Jewish Star, and said with
breath that reeked of alcohol, “you won’t be needing this anymore.”
“Don’t,” Jacob said, fighting back tears. That was my grandfather’s.
But his protest fell on uncaring ears. With a yank the man tore the star
from Jacob’s neck. Jacob winced as the chain sliced his skin.
When the man noticed the broken glass on the front of Jacob’s
phone he pushed the home button. “Worthless crap,” he said when the
screen remained dark. He opened the door to the SUV and tossed it
onto the front seat. “You won’t be calling anyone with that thing.” Then
he went around to the back and opened the cargo doors. “Get in.”
When Jacob hesitated a vicious kick to the back of his knee sent him
sprawling against the van. “You do what I say. You got that, Jew boy?”
Ben moved to help Jacob up, but a skinhead with a tattoo of crossed
axes on his shoulder barred his movement with the barrel end of a
baseball bat.
Ben shrank back. Jacob struggled to his feet, hoisting himself up
by the van’s bumper, gingerly keeping weight off his right leg, star-

ing at the out of town license
plate. “Don’t provoke them,” he
said when Ben grabbed the nub
of the bat and tried to wrestle it
from the bigger man’s grip. He
threw Ben to the ground, put a
foot on his chest, and held the bat
in line with Ben’s face. A group of
three other men approached the
van. An older man got into the
driver’s seat. “Get them in the van
and let’s get on with it,” he said.
Jacob was loaded into the back of
the van, followed by Ben. Jacob
tried to see the men in the front,
but the seats were separated by
black glass partitions. As the van
moved from the curb Jacob pictured his parents, Moishe and
Naomi, beaming at him on the
day of his Bar-Mitvah. Will I ever
see my family again?
***
Meanwhile as the Rappinskys sped uptown towards 57th
St., Moishe kept glancing at his
phone, watching the pinging icon
that was their only chance at
finding their sons. “Good, good,”
he kept saying as the distance between them narrowed.
Paulo kept making turns to
avoid police roadblocks which
were increasingly slowing their
progress as they navigated towards the boys.
“Wait, wait, wait,” Moishe
yelled, his eyes wide. “They’re on
the move.”
The icon moved to 58th, then
59th, following Madison north.
60th, 61st.
“You’re losing them,” Moishe
was saying. “Go faster.”
Paulo gripped the wheel. Protesters were everywhere in the
streets, cutting in front of the car,
making Paulo swerve to avoid
running them down. “I’m trying,”
Paulo said.
Naomi shifted in her seat.
“64th 65th, Moishe was saying.
They’re accelerating.”
A half a block further along
Madison, a throng of men with
MAGA hats were being held back
by police on the sidewalk while
a group of protesters with “The
World is Watching You,” banners
taunted them from the street.
“Time to stand up for democracy! The MAGA hat throng was
yelling. “Stop the Steal.”
“Trump belongs in prison, not
the White House,” others in the
street countered. An egg splattered the jeep’s windshield.
Paulo shook his head. “We’re
tearing each other apart,” he said.
“Someone should do something
to end all this craziness. This
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government can’t function.” Sarah put a hand on his shoulder. “Please,
Paulo. Concentrate on your driving.”
The barricades were breached. Punches were thrown, people falling in the street, others swinging their signs. One man with a “Peace
Now” t-shirt had another man in a headlock. Everywhere people were
shouting, pointing, the police threatening, waving their batons.
“You’re doing great,” Sarah said to Paulo, as much to bolster her
own courage, as to urge her husband on, despite the tumult that
blocked their passage and brought them to a full stop.”
“66th, they’re turning west on 66th,” Moishe was saying. “They’re
heading into Central Park. The jeep’s wheels screeched, the smell of
burning rubber filling their senses. “Paulo! What the hell are you doing?”
Paulo had the car in reverse, honking his horn, flashing his brake
lights. People in the street scattered as the Jeep hurtled backwards towards an empty crosswalk.
“They’re stopping somewhere in the park,” Moishe said, pointing to
the stationary icon on his phone. “We’ve got a chance.”
Moishe could not have possibly known the challenges that awaited
them, should they be lucky enough to locate their children. With the
determination they had always displayed under adversity the Rappinsky clan put their faith in three things: their family, the basic goodness
of humanity, and a belief that everything happens for a reason.
That’s when they hit the pothole.
To be continued.

Canadian Jewish News to
relaunch as online publication
By David Lazarus, JTA
The Canadian Jewish News will take a third stab at reviving itself
after announcing it was closing in 2013, and then again in April.
The leadership of Canada’s 60-year-old flagship national Jewish newspaper confirmed Monday that it will attempt a revival next
month, according to a report in the Canadian Jewish Record, a free online volunteer Jewish news website launched in May to fill the void left
by The CJN’s absence.
The resurrected CJN will be online only and seek to attract a younger generation of readers through an array of products, including podcasts, electronic newsletters, occasional print magazines, and a new
focus on advertising and fundraising made possible by the publication’s new tax-exempt status.
“While we have big plans, we’re not busting out of the gate in the
first week of January,” Bryan Borzykowski, president of The CJN’s new
board of directors, told the Record.“We’re thinking of ourselves as a
start-up in a way, with a more nimble and entrepreneurial staff.”
Canada’s nearly 400,000 Jews were left without a national publication after The CJN folded, supposedly for good, in April due to declining revenues brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic. The CJN first announced it was closing in 2013, but the paper was saved some months
later by a groundswell of community support.
The revived CJN will remain under the stewardship of editor Yoni
Goldstein, hired in 2014. The newspaper’s closure eight months ago
“has shown just how much Canadian Jews miss The CJN,” Goldstein
told The Record. “I’m looking forward to reviving the connection and
building lots of new ones.

Ruby Glass
CO., INC
SERVING SOUTHEASTERN CONNECTICUT
FOR OVER 60 YEARS

FULL SERVICE GLASS SPECIALISTS

Custom Tub & Shower
Enclosures
• Design & Installation
• All-Glass Enclosures
Expert Mirror Design &
Installation
• Visit Our Showroom

151 Jefferson Avenue • New London, CT 06320

Phone (860) 442-0373 • Fax (860) 442-1356
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The Tenors are coming!
Kol Esperanza (Voice of Hope) is an exciting Israeli trio of classically-trained tenors who have performed worldwide. Nimrod Grinboim,
Nadav Inbar, and Omer Shaish began performing in 2014, under the
direction of composer/arranger/conductor/Musical director, Tomer
Adaddi. All four men are veterans of the Israeli Air Force. Tomer Adaddi served as conductor of the IDF classical orchestra.
This trio performs opera, pop, Broadway, Israeli, and Jewish songs,
with powerful and moving voices, blending classical tradition with a
vibrant new sound. They sing songs about hope and togetherness, for
they believe “music has the power to uplift the spirit, and perhaps
even show a better future ahead”.
This “spirit lifter” is being offered during these challenging times,
by Congregation Beth El, sponsored by the Weiner-Tom Fund. There

is a $10 per household charge
for non-members of Beth El, and
a $5 charge for college students.
Non-members and students will
need to contact the Beth El office
beforehand, by phone (860)4420418, or e-mail (office@bethelnl.org), to receive the Zoom Link
for the performance. The cost for
this event is waived for members
of Beth El, and a link will be sent
out prior to the concert. After the
concert, there will be a Q & A session with the performers.
Sponsorships are being offered, and the funds
collected will be earmarked for the Congregation Beth El building fund.
A flyer will be forthcoming with details.
Join the tenors and
Beth El for an uplifting,
joyful musical experience!
Mark your calendars for
February 28, 2021 at
3:00! If you like the three
tenors, you’ll love Kol Esperanza!

Rooting Out Racism

By Tammy Kaye,
tion that the arts, which brings
Coordinator,
all people together on common
JFEC Encountering
ground, will play a key role in
Programs
rooting out racism. He spoke of
The Jewish Fed- his experiences attending a largeeration and the En- ly white, small, private school
countering Differ- where he felt he was the “token
ences Program, have been at the forefront, engaging the community in black”. The way forward, he exa series of important discussions on racism in America. The programs plained, not only involves blacks
were in partnership with La Grua Center, where JFEC’s exhibit Stories having a seat at the table but
of Resilience: Encountering Racism has been on display.
breaking down existing tables
The first discussion included three local black leaders who are and building new structures that
featured in the exhibit, Lonnie Braxton, Florence Clarke, and Donetta promote equity, preserving the
Hodge and focused on growing up in the Jim Crow era.
beauty of all cultures.
The second panel, Real Talk on Racism, focused on the current
Tamara Lanier recounted her
state of race relations as viewed through the lens of a younger gen- experiences working in the Coneration of community leaders: Curtis Goodwin - New London City necticut criminal justice system
Councilor, Kolton Haras a probation
ris - artist and Program
officer and the
Associate at the CT
variance
in
Office of the Arts, and
sentences that
Tamara Lanier - Vice
seemed tied
President of the New
to the race of
London NAACP and
the convicted
Retired Chief Probaoffender. She
tion Officer, CT Judicial
also discussed
Branch.
her
efforts
Panelists
shared
to gain pospersonal
challenges
session
of
The second panel, Real Talk on Racism
encountering racism in
photos of her
the workplace and in
slave ancessocial settings as well as system racism. Goodwin spoke of his work tors held by Harvard University,
engaging Fortune 500 companies in diversifying their work force. claims Harvard is contesting.
While most companies agree they want to hire more minorities, he
The third panel, Race Relasaid, the issue is putting the necessary resources behind this effort.
Harris shared his experiences in music and theater, and his convicRACISM CONT. ON PG 13

Realtor Corner
Phone Calls
By Geoff Hausmann
I decided to share some of the recent telephone calls I have received. After you read them,
you may think I made this up, but these are actual calls. Enjoy!
“Hi, this is Geoff.”
“I want to see the home.”
“OK, which home are you referring to?”
“The one down the street.”
“Sorry, I am not sure which home you are referring to. What
town are you in?”
“Groton.”
“Great. Do you know the street name?”
“It is xxx Road.”
“I am sorry, but this property is already under contract.”
“I want to make an offer.”
“Someone is already purchasing the property.”
“What are they getting it for?”
“I am sorry, but I am unable to disclose information about the
contract. I can tell you that the property was listed at $175,000.”
“I want to make a $50,000 offer. I want to pay cash.”
“Again, this property is already having someone purchasing it. I
can keep your number, but I doubt that this seller will drop the price
$125,000. I know they purchased it for a lot more than $50,000.”
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
“Hi this is Geoff.”
“I want you to list my second home.”
“Happy to assist you. Where is the home located?”
“Around the corner from where Judy lived about 2 years ago.”
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
“Hi this is Geoff.”
“I see you listed xxx Road.”
“Yes. This property went under contract the same day it was
listed with several offers.”
“Well, I was out of town and did not get a chance to look at it. If
I like it, I will give you what you are asking for the property.”
“I am sorry, but someone is already purchasing the property.”
“Give me the seller’s number so I can call them and explain my
case.”
“I represent the seller and this property is under contract. I would
be happy to assist you in finding another property.’
“Oh, just forget it!” he hung up the phone.
You are now in luck whether you are green, black, purple, orange,
the National Association of Realtors states that I must treat you all the
same.
President Charlie Oppler said unequivocally that NAR’s past policies in support of racist practices, including steering, redlining, and
creating covenants that prohibited nonwhite people from living in certain communities, were wrong.
NAR has modified the Code of Ethics with strong fines against any
Realtor that is involved in racism.
To leave you with one more smile. No one wants to get the Covid
virus, but I think this was going a little far. I went for a doctor’s appointment at the L&M’s building on Howard Street, New London.
Upon entering the building, a machine took my temperature. Having
the machine turn green and allowing me to continue to the receptionist, I had my temperature taken again and was asked all the normal
questions. I was given permission to go up the elevator to get to my
doctor’s office. Upon entering, I had my temperature taken again and
was asked all the questions again, just in case I obtained the virus going up the elevator.
Please remember you can search for homes at www.CallTheHouseMan.com. Do you have a question about real estate?
Advice/responses will be made by: Geoff Hausmann, RE/MAX on
the Bay, 860-443-4400, Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com

Hadassah News

Youth Aliyah: A long history of rescuing youth
and giving them a better chance at success
Jane Kierstein was coordinator for this year’s Hadassah Youth Aliyah campaign. Here is her statement of thanks for the generous donations received:
“As Youth Aliyah coordinator for Hadassah of Eastern Connecticut, I want to thank everyone who donated to Youth Aliyah for 2020.
Youth Aliyah supports schools and programs for the disadvantaged
and at-risk children of Israel. In this y e a r of COVID-19 these children’s lives have become even more disrupted and challenged. Our

Group portrait of Youth Aliyah children from the Bergen-Belsen
displaced persons camp in front of a train before their departure
on the first leg of their journey to Palestine.

support for this program is
crucial.”
A history of the origins of this
wonderful program is in order.
How many of you know that
Youth Aliyah was founded by
Henrietta Szold,
Hadassah’s
founder, in 1933 to rescue Jewish children from the Holocaust?
It was arguably one of her greatest accomplishments and lasting
legacies.
Founded in 1933, Youth Aliyah rescued Jewish children
from increasing danger in Europe and brought them to safety
in Palestine. There, Hadassah—
the Women’s Zionist Organization—assumed
responsibility
for the youngsters’ housing and
schooling in special children’s villages on kibbutzim (cooperative
farms).
Youth villages had been established earlier and were popular
with idealistic teens. Israel’s late
president Shimon Peres and his
wife Sonya lived and studied at

President’s Message by Karen Bloustine
In keeping with my telling you about Hadassah’s multi-faceted mission, I want to introduce you to a wonderful, but lesser-known project:
The Hadassah Foundation.
The Hadassah Foundation invests in social change to empower girls
and women in Israel and the United States. Our grants and programs:
1. Support the leadership advancement of women and girls.
2. Break glass ceilings to allow all people opportunities to
succeed in all spheres of life.
3. Increase female political representation; and
4. Eliminate religious barriers that create unequal or separate
playing fields for women.
This year, women were particularly hard hit by Covid 19 restrictions. Women provide a large proportion of the essential workers and
care- taking jobs both in Israel and the US. In addition, there was an
upward spike in sexual exploitation, forced marriage and domestic
violence.
The Hadassah Foundation board chair said that she was “ proud
that the Foundation not only continued, but actually strengthened its
support for organizations changing the paradigm for women.”
Current Foundation support includes grants that range from
$50,000 to $70,000, paid out over a two – year period to:
The Gender Equity to Hiring Project which aims to remove gender

bias from the hiring process in
Jewish organizational life and
Moving Traditions that seeks
to create a more vibrant, engaging Judaism that help teens flourish by creating a more inclusive
and expansive view of gender.
In Israel, The Hadassah Foundation also convened and facilitated the Jewish Women’s Collective Response Fund to help three
groups that are addressing the
rise of domestic violence in Israel.
I will continue to highlight
more of Hadassah’s wonderful
programs in upcoming issues of
the LEADER. Don’t forget Hadassah Magazine and Hadassah.org
are great resources for information and inspiration. Thank you
for your support.
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the first such village in Ben Shemen.
Szold adopted the idea early on,
to house the children in youth villages and she personally greeted
each of the arriving ships carrying
the fleeing immigrants.
She was so beloved that this
childless stand-in mother was referred to by children around the
country as “Ima,” or mother, and
Israeli Mother’s Day (now Family
Day) was established on the anniversary of her death.
As the war raged, Jewish women in America struggled to help
children at risk. Youth Aliyah
Pledge cards were sent out asking:
“Can you really refuse to donate
25 cents a week to save the life of a
child?
In Washington, a number of
A pledge card used by Hadaswomen lobbied and raised funds
for the children. Denise Tourover, sah to raise funds to bring chilHadassah’s first Washington rep- dren to Palestine from Nazism.
resentative, worked tirelessly to
rescue the “Tehran children”—700 Polish orphans stranded in Persia
after making their way out of Europe. She pleaded with State Department officials and ambassadors until British ships finally transported
the children to Palestine.
Today, the Youth Aliyah movement continues in Szold’s footsteps
as Hadassah has continued to take in children orphaned by war and
political turmoil, disadvantaged children, and children from high-risk
situations, from all over the world.
Nearly a third of Israel’s children live in poverty, according to a 2020
report by the National Council for the Child in Israel. In addition, more
than 450,000 children suffer from high-risk situations such as physical, sexual, and emotional abuse, learning disability without access to
proper resources, or a lack of basic rights.
Youth Aliyah sets at-risk children in Israel on the path to a successful future, and since 1934, over 300,000 young people from 80 lands
have graduated from Youth Aliyah.
The Hadassah-supported Meir Shfeyah, Ramat Hadassah Szold, and
Hadassah Neurim Youth Aliyah Villages serve students who have been
unsuccessful in other educational frameworks and are at risk of being
abandoned to the streets.
Young immigrants and at-risk native Israelis receive not only shelter and food, but counseling, education, and other supportive services
in our youth villages. From Hebrew-language lessons and classes on
Jewish heritage to athletics and art, Youth Aliyah students receive the
help and attention they need to develop into productive members of
Israeli society. It is heartwarming to see so many of the young people
from the Youth Aliyah villages succeed magnificently in sports, the
arts, the sciences, leadership, and education.
We thank our community for supporting this wonderful Hadassah
program!

Hadassah Eastern CT
We’d love to hear from you.
Please feel free to call or write.
●
●
●
●

President: Karen Bloustine

bloustinek@gmail.com
860-326-6377
Membership: Moira Ross
moira29ross@hotmail.com
Donations: Treas. Vicki Seroussi 2 Mitchell Ct
Norwich, CT 06360
Cards/Certificates: Kim Fischburg kimfischburg@gmail.com
860-608-9223

Follow us on Facebook
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So many good memories
By Leeor Goren,
Young Emissary 2008-09
I still can’t believe it’s been so
long since the year I spent with
you. It seems like it was just yesterday. So many good memories
from such a short time. Every time
Army. I was a medic in the Air Force for two years.
I try to tell someone about my year
I finished the army and moved to Eilat. I lived
I feel that nothing I will say will be
there for almost 10 years. I studied Psychology, Soclose to what it really was for me.
cial Work and Teaching at Ben-Gurion University in
My last year in high school was
Eilat.
full of new adventures; one of them
In my last year in Eilat I met Ulises, my life partwas preparing myself to leave my
ner for the last 3 years. We had a mutual friend who
home and my mom and coming to
thought we would be a good fit! And guess what?!
your amazing community. I am an
He was right!
only child and it was the first time
In June 2018 we moved to Afula together and on
that I left my mother for such a
the 27th of April 2020 we had our first child - our
long period of time. It wasn’t easy
daughter, Sol Alma. The best present life could give
for my mom to let me go, and for
us!
me to go, but I feel now that it was
After we moved to Afula we enjoyed the best visTHE most significant year of my l-r: Husband Ulises, daughter Sol Alma, and Leeor
its! We had the pleasure of hosting Marcia for a few
life. I know that it didn’t seem like
nights and traveled a little bit together.
that back then at the time, because
she always knew how to bring them to “life”. I loved
And two months later, we got to hang out with
I left a month earlier than my partner, Shay Tovy. hanging out with Terri and loved our time together. I The Rowe’s in Tel Aviv and have dinner in our house
However, that was because my mom needed me as miss her so much.
in Afula. It was a dream come true for me as I hadn’t
she was moving us from Afula in the north to a new
I loved working in Hebrew
city in the south - Ashdod.
school and meeting with the older
My year in New London/Eastern CT was amazing. kids. In every place I worked I had
There are no words that can describe what I feel now very good friends! I loved hangas I’m looking back at everything I experienced when ing out with Scott Wolfe and Ben
I was there. First of all, I loved all the people with Feinberg, The Freeman’s, The Gipwhom we came in contact. You all welcomed Shay steins and many more!!
and me like we were one of you from the moment
And how can I tell you about
we arrived.
my year without making a big, big
Everyone that I met made me feel at home and shout out to my AMAZING Coorhelped me go through the hard time of being away dinator, Marcia Reinhard and my
from home at such a young age. I loved working with host family, the Rowe’s - Armi,
Jerry Fischer and Mimi at the Federation.
Jonathan, Nathaniel, and Amanda,
I had such a wonderful time working at SSA with who will forever be a big part of
Karen Rosenberg, Esther Morrell, and Terri Gold- my life!!!
smith (may she rest in peace.)
So first I have to say a huge
My best memories from SSA were working with thank you to the Rowe’s- Armi
Terri in the kindergarten and working on big proj- and Jonathan, who literally adoptects for the kids. She had so many amazing ideas and ed me and had to deal with all my
“teenager
stuff.”
Gathering at Myra and Rick Gipstein’s home with the Doherty, Rowe, and
It wasn’t obvious
Luner families.
that they would
host me for the
WHOLE YEAR as they only signed up for seen them for 10 years! I got to host them in my
4.5 months. But life happens so I stayed house, finally. Even if it was just for a few hours.
with them for my entire time in your
As for today, during these crazy times we live in,
community. I couldn’t ask for a better Corona time, I’m home with Sol Alma, loving our
family to host me. I have so many great time together. I will probably find a job in the next
memories that I cherish in my heart and summer as she will be a little older.
are with me every day.
I would love to hear from any of you so please feel
And Marcia, OMG, I can’t believe she free to contact me. My e-mail is: leeorleeg@gmail.
didn’t kill me as my Israeli attitude was com.
not easy at all!!! Thank you, Marcia, for
Or you can find me on Facebook: Leeor Lee Goren
every single moment of being so caring,
I wish you all health and happiness! Chag Chanutolerant, and understanding.
kah Sameach (Happy Chanukah), Merry Christmas
After I got back to Israel, as I men- and Happy New Year to all.
tioned above, my mom and I moved
from Afula to Ashdod and I joined the

l-r: The Rowe Family with Leeor -- Nathaniel, Jonathan,
Leeor, Armi, and Amanda
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The first year of the
rest of my life
By Shay Tovy, Young Emissary 2008-09
My year in your community had a huge impact on
me. I consider it as the first year of my adult life. Waking up every morning to Solomon Schechter Academy (SSA) and being part of the staff helped me to
make meaningful connections with wonderful kids
and gave me the privilege to work with amazing people who showed me nothing but kindness, laughter,
and some necessary sarcasm; a must virtue to keep
a healthy mind around elementary school kids. Besides SSA I had a variety of activities: Hebrew School,
Hebrew High, Hebrew Café, just to name a few. Each
one was one to wait for where I met unique people
in the community.
Going through all this with a partner, funny talented and strong-minded Leeor, was an adventure in
and of itself. We learned to work as a team and bring
the best of Israel to the community, but we also had
our share of clashes, naturally, as all the emissaries I
knew at that time. Leeor and I started as very good
friends and managed to keep it through some rough

times. We are still connected wherever we are in Israel.
Coordinating this altogether, Marcia Reinhard was the
pillar who guided us through the cultural differences,
professional challenges, and process of maturation.
During the year, I lived with two wonderful families
who were my home in every way,
The Powell’s (Herma, Steve, Rebecca, Josh and Jon,
and The Doherty`s (Lauren, Pat, Daniel, Keren/Keri &
Meira/Mimi.) They taught me about the basics of the
Jewish-American culture, and both let me in as an inseparable part of their family. Leaving them was the
hardest part of leaving, and we have stayed in touch till
this very day.
Immediately after I left the United States, at the end
of August 2009, I went back to my home rugby team
and played there until I had to go into the army, did a
few interesting and challenging trainings such as Air
Force school (which I dropped) and ended up in a Combat Engineering position. At one point, I even had the
opportunity to travel back to the states as part of an
Israeli-American Co-training. Of course, I prolonged
my stay just to visit, again, this community that I missed. In many ways I enjoyed my army service, so I even signed
on for an extra year. Towards the end of
that year I broke my ankle at a training
and had to stay home for two and a half
months.
During my healing time, my fellow
emissaries planned a reunion. Not able
to drive, I had to ask for a ride and one
emissary jumped right on the opportunity. Tslil, a former emissary in New Haven CT, back then, and a good old friend
who I hadn’t seen in a few years.
On the way to the meeting, we realized we’d both just become single. Six
years into the future we stood under the
Chupa at my parents lawn. A huge credit goes to Lauren Doherty who foresaw
this relationship back when we were
l-r: Shay Tovy, former JFEC Executive Director Jerry Fischer, and Leeor emissaries and dating other people.
Goren at Camp Laurelwood during final briefing prior to going to
Since 2013 when I got out of the
their host families in August 2008.
army, I had the opportunity to travel the

STRUGGLES

Shay Tovy and his wife Tslil
world (mostly trekking) including Asia, South America, and Europe and graduated From the Technion as
a Mechanical engineer.
Today I live with my wife, Tslil, and dog, Bosco,
in Haifa. I still play rugby as the Captain of Macabbi
Haifa and work as a Control engineer at a big Israeli
company, saving for a ticket back to CT.
If anyone would like to catch up, you can email me
at shay2v@gmail.com. Stay safe, everyone!

l-r: Tracy Todd, Ada Filipetti, Dorene Grandjean,
Shay,and Esther Morell at Solomon Schechter Academy in 2013 during a visit from Shay.

CONT. FROM PG 1

tions, driving lessons to be scheduled, introductions to
be made across the community and many other firsts
we would experience together. They were friends when
they arrived, so we were off to a good start.
As time went on, Leeor grew more and more homesick (understandably), struggling as she moved through
each day. There were definitely two sides to Leeor. Her
sweet and funny side with her outgoing personality, and
her frustrated and defiant side due to her terrible homesickness. Shay adapted well to his new environment,
looking for any and every opportunity to engage in
something new, meet new people and give us and himself a year to be remembered. I am happy to say, looking
back over the years and remembering theirs, with their

different styles, work ethics and struggles (everyone has
them), they both left us a year we remember fondly to this
day. They each made great connections with many people
in our community. They were loved and cared for by the
SSA staff, the religious schools’ administrators, their host
families (of course) and many others.
While Leeor ended up leaving a month early, as she
shares in her article, she developed a strong relationship
with her host family, The Rowes, and have remained in
touch and connected through the years. Leeor has grown
into a lovely young woman with that same big heart she
came with 12 years ago.
Shay carried on alone for the last month of his year
with us, shining with each program he created and imple-

mented. He stayed well into the summer, and even enjoyed a day at an amusement park with the teens of our
community. Their last hurrah with Shay.
Ultimately, Shay and Leeor were good partners together – struggling at times – but being there for each
other. Shay was compassionate and understanding of
how Leeor was feeling and did his very best to help and
support her. Leeor knew she wasn’t easy and appreciated Shay more than he knew.
Leeor and Shay were loved by everyone who got to
know them. They truly left their mark on us all!
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Norway again cuts PA funding over Palestinian hate education
By Donna Rachel Edmunds, Jerusalem Post
Norway’s legislature has backed cuts in aid to the Palestinian Authority amounting to some 30 million Norwegian krone, equivalent to
$3.4 million. The move comes in response to the Authority’s failure
to reduce incitement to violence against Jewish Israelis in its school
curriculum.
European leaders have grown increasingly concerned that their aid
money is being used to fund a curriculum which routinely teaches Palestinian children to hate Jews, reject Israel and aspire to martyrdom.
The Norwegian Storting (legislative body) was this week the most
recent to translate this concern into policy, when lawmakers opted to
cut the state aid budget to the PA.
The move was spearheaded by the Progress Party. Explaining their
decision, the party’s deputy leader MP Sylvia Listhaug said: “The Pal-

TEXTBOOKS SAID to be produced by the Palestinian Authority
which contain anti-Israel and anti-Western bias are put on display
on Capitol Hill by the NGO Palestine Media Watch.
(photo credit: CHIP SOMODEVILLA/GETTY IMAGES/JTA)
estinian school curriculum abounds with calls for violence and hatred
against Israel and for martyrdom to be glorified. It is quite clear that
Norway cannot support this – therefore we want to cut this item.”
Geir Toskedal, an MP and Christian Democrat member of the Foreign Affairs Committee, was in agreement, saying: “We have long been
uneasy about both textbooks and teaching programs in the Palestinian
territories. It is very important that the school focuses on peace and
cooperation.”
This is not the first time Norway has withheld money from the
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PA over hate education. In June,
Foreign Affairs Minister Ine Eriksen Søreide announced that
the government would withhold
half of the year’s funding due to
the PA’s education system unless
it stopped using textbooks which
incite hatred and violence.
Søreide also said that she
raised the issue in a meeting with
PA Education Minister Marwan
Awartani on May 21 and in February with Prime Minister Mohammad Shtayyeh.
This decision followed a crossparty endorsement by the Storting in December 2019 to withhold funding from the PA. That
decision was made following a
report issued by the Institute for
Monitoring Peace and Cultural
Tolerance in School Education
(IMPACT-se), which the coalition
of MPs said displayed “examples
of content in the school books”
that were “devastating to the
peace process and the development of democracy in the region.”
This year, IMPACT-se returned
to the Storting, along with the
Norwegian pro-Israel group With
Israel For Peace (MIFF), to present updated findings to the Norwegian Foreign Affairs Ministry
and the body’s Foreign Affairs
Committee, among others.
Commenting on this week’s
decision to again withhold funding, IMPACT-se CEO Marcus Sheff
said: “Last December, the Norwegian parliament voted to withhold funds to the Palestinians until the textbooks were changed.
That change did not happen. This
year, parliament has again shown
its responsibility by endorsing a
cut to the PA aid budget.
“Norwegian legislators from
across the political spectrum
are simply not satisfied with the
same worn platitudes coming
from Ramallah and parroted in
Europe about improvements to
the textbooks being imminent:
It is clearly not.” he said. “And
until the hate and incitement is
removed from Palestinian textbooks, the EU and European nations need to take note of Norway’s leadership on the issue,
and to stop being a party to the
daily incitement of Palestinian
schoolchildren and to the embarrassing abuse of their own taxpayers’ funds.”
Indeed, an analysis of the
current curriculum, released in
September of this year, found no
substantive changes for the better, despite assurances earlier

this year that egregious examples of antisemitism and hate education
would be eliminated. Rather, of the 152 modifications made to the
books from the previous school year, 88% either kept the problematic
material intact or amplified it.
“Not a single krone should go to Palestinian education until this
is clarified and they have stopped [hate education],” Progress Party
MP Himanshu Gulati said in reference to this week’s decision, saying he regretted “that it has taken us so many years to take a strict
line against these things, it is very good that it is now happening” and
that he “regrets that it has taken us so many years to take a strict line
against these things.”
Marcy Oster contributed to this report.

Biden names Dr. Rochelle
Walensky to head CDC

By Ron Kampeas, JTA
A Jewish doctor from Boston on the front line of that city’s coronavirus response is President-elect Joe Biden’s choice to helm the Centers for Disease Control.
Rochelle Walensky, the chief of infectious diseases at Massachusetts General Hospital and a professor at Harvard Medical School,
was among the members of the new government health care team announced in a statement Monday.
The Biden transition team said Walensky is a “leading expert on
virus testing, prevention, and treatment.”
Walensky, a member of Temple Emanuel in Newton, told Boston’s
Jewish Journal in April that she was seeking solace in her Jewish community as she faced down the disease.
“I said to them, the last time I spoke with them, ‘I’m thinking I need
you more than you need me,’” Walensky said. “I have a sense it’s getting emotionally pretty hard. I certainly have everybody’s cell phone
number … I may need to use it in the weeks ahead.”
Biden’s rollout was notable for the number of positions he is tying
to battle the COVID. Biden campaigned on incumbent President Donald Trump’s failure to stem the pandemic’s spread.
Also named as coordinator of the COVID-19 Response and Counselor to the President is Jeff Zients, an economist who owns a chain of
Jewish delis in Washington, D.C.

Rochelle Walensky, who has
been nominated to serve as
director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
speaks in Wilmington, Del.,
after President-elect Joe Biden
announced his team tasked
with dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic, Dec. 8, 2020.
(Jim Watson/AFP via Getty Images)
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Israeli strikes in Syria has led to decrease of Iranian activity
By Anna Ahronheim, Jerusalem Post
military opened the Strategy and
Iran’s entrenchment in Syria is slowing down as a result of ongoing Third-Circle Directorate, an enIDF operations which have increased over the past year, IDF Chief of tirely new position on the GenerStaff Lt.-Gen. Aviv Kochavi announced Friday. The IDF chief also re- al Staff, which focuses principally
vealed for the first time that the military has been carried out cyberat- on Israel’s fight against Iran.
tacks.
The new directorate under
“The Iranian entrenchment in Syria is in a clear slowdown as a re- the command of Brig.-Gen. Tal
sult of IDF activity, but we still have a long way to go to complete our Kalman is expected to bolster the
goals in this arena,” he said.
The past year has seen an
increase in pace and quality of
Israeli strikes against Iranian
assets in Syria, including kinetic operations as well as an
expansion of both covert and
clandestine ones.
“We have struck over 500
targets this year, on all fronts,
in addition to multiple clandestine missions,” Kochavi
said.
Israel has warned repeatedly about Iran’s nuclear ambitions, as well as its aspirations of regional hegemony,
An Israeli Air Force F-15 fighter jet flies during an aerial demonstration
and has admitted to hundreds
at a graduation ceremony for Israeli airforce pilots at the Hatzerim air
of airstrikes as part of its
base in southern Israel June 30, 2016. (photo credit: AMIR COHEN/RE“war-between-wars”
campaign (known as MABAM in
Hebrew) to prevent the transfer of advanced weapons to Hezbollah in IDF’s attack capabilities.
Lebanon and the entrenchment of its forces in Syria, where they could
But even before the directoreasily act against Israel.
ate became operational, Israel
Not only have the strikes in Syria destroyed an immeasurable was accused of launching a maamount of advanced weaponry, but in recent months, Iran has also jor cyberattack on Iran’s Shahid
significantly reduced the number of cargo flights into Syria which are Rajaee Port, near the coastal city
used to smuggle weapons into the war-torn country.
of Bandar Abbas on the Strait of
Iranian bases, camps and headquarters have also been moved from Hormuz, causing chaos for days
the area around Damascus towards the northern and eastern parts of after the facility’s computer sysSyria, and the number of Iranian troops and militia members has also tem crashed after being suddenly
shrunk considerably.
hit by hackers on May 9.
And while the IDF has publicly claimed operations in Syria, they
A series of mysterious “achave remained mum when foreign reports have blamed Israel’s war- cidents” targeting Iran’s missile
between-wars for strikes in countries far from its borders.
and nuclear program over the
But in a subtle hint, Kochavi admitted that Israel has acted in other summer led many to wonder
countries, saying that “we operate in six areas intensively. There are if the IDF’s war-between-wars
arenas with activities on a daily basis and there are those with weekly campaign has expanded to target
or monthly activities.”
key nuclear sites.
“The Middle East is the most divided and violent region in the
While Defense Minister Benworld,” Kochavi said, adding that “most of the countries surrounding ny Gantz denied any Israeli role
Israel have areas without governance, and that challenges us to oper- in the incidents, Foreign Minisate with ‘classic’ measures.”
ter Gabi Ashkenazi meanwhile
According to the IDF chief, Israel’s military has also “carried out hinted otherwise, saying at the
many offensive operations” in the cybersphere, which he said is “the Maariv conference in July that
most significant combat arena that has changed this year.”
“we have a long-term policy over
In late June, as part of the IDF’s Momentum multi-year plan, the the course of many administrations not to allow Iran to have
nuclear abilities. This [Iranian]
Norwich Hebrew Benevolent
regime with those abilities is an
existential threat to Israel... We
Association
take actions that are better left
P.O. Box 663 Jewett City, CT 06351
unsaid.”
Like Israel’s war-betweenHebrew Cemeteries #1, #2, and #3
wars campaign, those who carry
out cyberattacks usually do so far
Interfaith Cemetery #4
from the target and anonymously
Cremains Cemetery
in order to allow for some plauSynagogue Affiliation Not Required
sible deniability to prevent an
escalation.
860-887-0896
Despite the ongoing tensions

in the North, the IDF views the overall strategic-security situation as
having improved compared to previous years.
“We conclude a year in which we successfully met the IDF’s first
mission - to provide protection and security,” said Kochavi, adding that
“we prevented all attempts to infiltrate into the State of Israel and saw
a decrease in the number of casualties and rocket fire on Israel. “
In the Gaza Strip, for example, 2019 saw the most serious peak
of violence between Israel and terror groups since the end of Operation Protective Edge in 2014. Dozens of rounds of violence saw about
1,300 rockets fired. Seven Israeli civilians and two IDF soldiers were
also killed, the highest number of casualties since Operation Protective Edge.
But, over the past year, rocket attacks have decreased, with 174
fired in 2020, and terror attacks in the West Bank have also decreased
significantly, claiming the lives of one Israeli civilian and one IDF soldier.
Touching on the recent normalization deals with the United Arab
Emirates and Bahrain, two countries who also view Iran as hostile, the
chief of staff said that the moves “have a positive impact on alliances
and security aspects in the Middle East.”

Floridians can now
‘Stand with Israel’

By Ron Kampeas, JTA
Floridians can now stand with Israel even while stuck in traffic.
A graphic designer from Boca Raton has come up with the winning
design in a contest to create a specialty license plate saying that “Florida Stands with Israel.” Daniel Ackerman’s blue, white and orange design was chosen among more than 100 submissions in a competition
sponsored by the Israeli-American Council, the group said in a news
release.
The bipartisan slate of four lawmakers who initiated the law passed
this year launching the competition along with Gabe Groisman, the
mayor of Bal Harbour, served as the judges.
“The concept focuses on Florida’s state flower, the orange blossom,”
Ackerman said in the release. “The beauty of this flower, contrasted
against the Star of David in the form of a tropical leaf, represents the
Florida-Israel relationship and the fruit this partnership bears, ultimately benefiting both states. The symbol interacts with the two
waves on top and bottom giving nod to the Israeli flag, Florida’s sandy
tourist destinations, and Israel’s deserts in bloom.”
The plate will go into production once 3,000 applicants have paid
for presale vouchers. Proceeds will go in part to Hatzalah of MiamiDade, an organization of volunteer paramedics.

DR. BRIAN MANN & ASSOCIATES
Optometrists
www.BrianMannVision.com
ROUTINE, FUNCTIONAL &
HOLISTIC VISION CARE

Also specializing in:
Contact Lenses, Learning Challenges, ADD, ADHD, Autism
Located at Pearle Vision | Waterford Commons, Waterford, CT
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Why Joe Biden’s Middle East and Israel policy is not Obama’s
By Michael Fenebock, The Media Line,
Biden to go very slow . . . and he on climate change. There is a constituency in America that will be
reprinted from the Jerusalem Post
will. There is no big political im- anxious and pushing him to do just that. He will want to reach out to
President Obama viewed Israel as a colonial force, an outsider, oc- perative in America clambering European partners and reassure them. And he will want to rejoin the
cupying Arab-Muslim lands. And that perspective colored his foreign for movement on the Iran front. World Health Organization.
policy.
None. Zero. Nada. If anything,
Friends of Israel can take some comfort in knowing that, as it reThat is not President-elect Biden’s perspective. He is not going to Americans don’t trust Iran. Not to lates to Israel, Biden’s appointments have been absent extremists or
rush off to Cairo and make a big-splash speech. Israel and the Middle
radicals. Alejandro MayorEast will not be a top priority for action by a Biden administration.
kas at Homeland Security
To get a handle on Biden’s first concerns and just where dealing
is very good. Ron Klain as
with Israel and the Middle East fits in precedence and importance,
chief of staff is a moderate.
first we must understand the somber domestic political situation he
Antony Blinken as secrefaces. America is divided. The election results were razor thin. The US
tary of state is a moderate.
is geographically divided, culturally divided, politically divided. And
Linda Thomas-Greenfield
not just a little bit.
at the United Nations gets
According to the latest Economist/YouGov poll, 89% of Republivery high marks from many.
cans believe voter fraud affected the outcome of the election. Think
Jake Sullivan as national seabout that: Nearly nine out of ten Republicans say a Biden presidency
curity adviser is a moderwon’t be legitimate and that voter fraud absolutely occurred. Meanate. The likely appointment
while, 90% of Democrats believe the 2020 election was free and fair.
of Michèle Flournoy as deA newly elected President Biden is faced with a fiercely divided
fense secretary is an excelcountry. Biden just doesn’t need the tsoris of dealing with Israel or
lent choice.
the Middle East. Add to that equation the fact that there is no huge
Keep in mind that if the
wave of popular American political pressure or sentiment or screamRepublicans hold the Sening masses yelling in Joe Biden’s ear to get involved with Israel or in
ate, Biden’s foreign policy
the Middle East. There is simply no particular pressure even from his
will have to contend with
left wing to put Israel at the top of, or even near the top of, his to-do
the Senate Foreign RelaUS PRESIDENT-ELECT Joe Biden speaks about healthcare at the theater serv- tions Committee and their
list.
President Biden’s number one concern will be domestic policy. ing as his transition headquarters in Wilmington, Delaware, on December 2. very pro-Israel chairman,
He will be immediately judged on how he handles the pandemic. He (photo credit: JONATHAN ERNST / REUTERS)
Sen. Jim Risch, R-Idaho.
must get that right. A lot is riding on the vaccines. And Biden must
Lastly, as a caution:
focus on the economy and recovery. The economy remains the num- mention, there will be a compel- While a President Biden may not want Israel to be a center of attenber one response in every opinion poll. And he faces a wealth of other ling and cogent argument from tion, there are other actors and events that might intrude ... Hezbollah,
domestic crises.
Israel. In concert with others, the collapse of Lebanon, Syria, Turkey, Iran, Hamas or an attack on IsYes, it’s true Biden believes in a “two-state solution” as the way Biden will make Iran a JCPOA of- rael’s natural gas field in the Mediterranean Sea, as examples.
forward and he is going to present his Middle East and Israel policy fer. Iran will not be happy with
As the famous quote goes: “This is the Middle East, not the Midin those terms. But that doesn’t mean any big movement on the two- his offer. And round and round west.” Stuff happens here.
state solution will happen. Bet on the Palestinian Authority being dis- we will go.
appointed. They think they have a bosom buddy in Biden.
Biden will pursue foreign
Michael Fenenbock is an American political strategist in a career
He will offer to do something with the Joint Comprehensive Plan of policy goals, but they won’t be fo- that spans over four decades of providing tactical expertise to major
Action, or Iran nuclear deal, but Egypt, the Saudis, the Gulf states, even cused on Israel.
campaigns.
Jordan and a number of significant Europeans have already advised
He wants to engage globally
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RACISM

CONT. FROM PG 6

tions and Religion: Faith Communities Respond featured Rev. Lloyd
McKenzie Jr. of the Walls Clarke Temple AME Zion Church, Rev. Carolyn
Patierno of All Souls Unitarian Universalist Congregation, and Rabbi
Jeremy Schwartz of Temple Bnai Israel.
The panelists and their congregations all share a deep commitment
to social action and combatting racism.
Rev. Patierno spoke of the natural tie between Unitarians and political action and her congregation’s efforts to identify with and become
reliable allies. Congregants bear public witness to Black Lives Matter,
taking a stand for what they believe is right.
Rabbi Schwartz acknowledged that his stream of Judaism, the Reconstructionist movement, is very engaged in social action. He explained that so much of oppression is the invisibility of other peoples’
experiences and that his congregation supports his activities in reviving and sponsoring interfaith programs and activities.
Rev. McKenzie spoke of the need for compassion in dealing with
racism and of steadfastness. He shared that the AME Zion church
is known as the Freedom Church based on principles of justice and
equality and that we must all participate in leveling society for the
benefit of all people. This is achieved by sharing others’ experiences
and walking in their shoes to promote mutual understanding.
There was a shared acknowledgement of religion’s declining influence in American culture, and a recognition that “Sunday remains the
most segregated day of the week”. Thus, the way forward is for all religious institutions, large and small, to bring people together to create
shared experiences. We must yield to a higher voice, listening more
than we speak and striving to truly understand. This is the true journey on the path to defeating racism.
Full recordings of all panel discussions along with video of exhibit contributors sharing their life experiences are available on JFEC’s
Facebook page or La Grua Center’s YouTube channel.

The third panel, Race Relations and Religion: Faith Communities

ON THE BAY
FOR ALL YOUR
REAL ESTATE NEEDS
Direct: 860-443-4400 Cell: 860-625-5255
Email: Geoff@CallTheHouseMan.com
Website: www.CallTheHouseman.com
Blog: C T H ouse M a n.com

GRANTS

CONFROM PG 1

Ryan and Scott Gladstone tried to stay current with the changing landscapes around the world, observing the trends and the grave effect the
virus was having on businesses, families, and nonprofit organizations
alike. Strategic foresight into how the small states of Connecticut and
Rhode Island would be affected helped the Wireless Zone teams collaborate with other local companies to devise game plans that would
assist in lending a hand, both personally and professionally.
Wireless Zone nominated multiple nonprofit organizations in the
Eastern Connecticut and Southern Rhode Island communities to receive grants from the Wireless Zone Foundation in 2020. Over $40,000
was donated to these neighboring organizations.
The charities receiving grants in Connecticut are: Camp Horizons,
End Hunger Connecticut, Girls on the Run International (Greater Hartford), Hartford HealthCare at Home Center for Hospice Care, Hartford
Marathon Foundation, High Hopes Therapeutic Riding Inc., Jewish
Federation of Eastern CT, Lawrence & Memorial Hospital, Northeast
Opportunities for Wellness, TEEG and Waterford Country School.
The charities receiving grants in Rhode Island are: Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Rhode Island, Inc., Boys Town New England, Inc., East Bay
Food Pantry & Thrift Shop, Frank Olean Center, Jonnycake Center of
Westerly, Operation Stand Down Rhode Island, Peace Dale Neighborhood Revitalization, Inc., Ronald McDonald House Charities of New
England, and South County Community Action.
Each year Scott Gladstone and Neil Ryan elect several charities in
their community that display extraordinary dedication to serve their
respective organizations and fulfill their unique mission statements.
This year, twenty of these grant requests were honored. “We’re lucky.

RIVLIN

CONT. FROM PG 1
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Why not pass some of that good
fortune onto those who need it
most?” says Ryan.
The Wireless Zone Foundation for Giving® Inc. supports
both local and national nonprofit
organizations, providing a basic
structure for the company’s collaborative giving program and
enhancing the individual stores’
ability to give back to their local
community. The grant funds will
assist awarded organizations
with initiatives to both expand
upon current programs and implement new ones.
Wireless Zone is the nation’s
leading independent Verizon
Wireless franchise, offering the
latest and greatest in products,
services, and accessories, as well
as repair services. Wireless Zone
is open seven days a week, from
9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Monday
through Saturday and 11:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. on Sundays. Wireless
Zone encourages all nonprofit organizations to reach out if we can
be of any assistance in the future.

Hamad to establish a warm peace with Israel.”
Mashaal a-Shamri from Bah“Peace with Bahrain is already a model for other countries in our rain said: “As a Bahraini woman
region,” the president added. “We have chosen to invest from the very visiting Israel, it is a great honor
beginning in cooperation
in the fields of economy, innovation and health.”
The
normalization
deals with Bahrain, the
United Arab Emirates, Sudan, and Morocco — all announced in recent months
— are bitterly opposed by
the Palestinians, who have
accused those countries of
betraying their cause by
establishing ties with the
Jewish state without it first
reaching peace with them.
“We are full of hope that
the Palestinians will also
take steps to build mutual trust, cooperation and
peace,” Rivlin said in the President Reuven Rivlin (3R) hosts a delegation of Bahrainis and
Emiratis in Jerusalem, December 14, 2020. (Mark Neyman/GPO)
phone call.
The statement said that
Rivlin earlier Monday hosted a delegation of social activists and opin- for me to meet the president. We
ion leaders from Bahrain and the UAE currently on their first trip to see Israel as a place of peace, sucthe Jewish state, a month after he met with the Bahraini Foreign Min- cess and coexistence.”
ister Abdullatif bin Rashid al-Zayani in Jerusalem and extended an inThe visit and call came after
vitation to the king to visit.
Morocco on Thursday became
The latest delegation was part of the Sharka Project, which says it the fourth Arab state this year,
aims to bring together people from those countries and Israel.
after the United Arab Emirates,
“Peace is made between peoples and nations,” he told them. “Your Bahrain, and Sudan, to announce
visit here is another step in the path of building warm relations be- it had agreed to normalize relatween our countries. I wish you a successful visit and I am glad to meet tions with Israel. US President
you here in Jerusalem.”
Donald Trump in turn fulfilled a
The statement quoted Dr. Majid a-Sarah from the University of decades-old goal of Morocco by
Dubai, one of the leaders of the delegation, as saying: “To visit Israel backing its contested sovereignty
for the first time as part of a delegation is a historic moment. Israel is in Western Sahara.
a prime example of tolerance in the region. This is a new era of peace
and stability between peoples.”
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Sondra Radin

Obituaries

Preston -- Sondra Lorraine (Wisnefsky) Radin,
86, of Preston, passed away
unexpectedly on Tuesday,
December 2. Sondra was
born on April 20, 1934 in
New Britain, CT to the late
Benjamin and Arlene (Slitt)
Wisnefsky. Sondra graduated from the Norwich
Free Academy in 1951 and
immediately went to work
for the Lehigh Oil Company.
Soon after, she met the love
of her life Leonard Radin, and they
married in June of 1952.
As Leonard moved from the poultry business to owning and operating Radin’s Spirit Shoppe, in Norwich, Sondra became his dedicated
and dependable partner, taking care of the bookkeeping and other duties, while Len entertained the customers. Len and Sondra sold the
business in 1993 and retired. In addition to her duties with the family
business, Sondra raised four children.
Sondra was an avid mah jongg player, knitter, needle pointer, reader and baker. She produced many iconic “not ready for prime time”
needle points. Her baking skills were legendary to her family, especially her strawberry rhubarb pie. Sondra was always, and we mean
always, in an up-beat mood and loved to laugh. From her childhood to
this most recent summer, Sondra loved to go to Ocean Beach in New
London. One of her greatest joys in life was spending time with her
grandchildren, who are all heartbroken by the loss of their Bubbie.
Sondra was a member of Beth Jacob Synagogue and Hadassah.
Sondra is survived by her three children; daughter Eileen Radin of
Norwich, son Ronald Radin and his wife, Hyla Radin of Bonita Springs,
FL; and son Stuart Radin and his wife, Dr. Carrie Wolfberg of Canton;
seven grandchildren, Joshua Rowland of Manchester, Jessica and her
husband Jack Brennan of Boston, MA, Austin Radin of Bonita Springs,
FL, Jordan Radin of New York, NY, Carly Radin of New York, NY and
Stephanie Schwartz of Deerfield Beach, FL. Sondra is also survived by
her brother and sister-in-law, Walter and Barbara Wisnefsky of Rocky
Hill; and many nieces and nephews. In addition to her parents, Sondra
was predeceased by her son, Michael Zane Radin and her sister, Marilyn Cohen.
A graveside service took place on Sunday, December 6, at 12:00
p.m., officiated by Rabbi Julius Rabinowitz, at the Hebrew Benevolent
Cemetery #2 in Preston. Church and Allen Funeral Home of Norwich
took care of the arrangements.
Donations in Sondra’s memory may be made to Beth Jacob Synagogue in Norwich.

Everyone counts: We are counting on you!
Here in Eastern Connecticut the JFEC works to support,
sustain and revitalize Jewish life. But we can’t do it without you.
Send in your donation today.

Memorial

136 Sachem Street
Norwich CT 06360
860-889-2374
Fax 860-886-2396

Alexander Infeld achieves rank of Eagle Scout
Alexander Infeld, grandson of Rosalyn Braverman of New London,
has achieved Scouting’s highest rank of Eagle Scout. Alex lives in Durham, CT with his parents, Eric and Barbara and brother Zahcary. He
attends Coginchaug Regional High School.
He is a member of Troop 27 in Durham. His Eagle Project involved
building benches to be used by The Durham Fair Association.
Alex is a member of Congregation Beth Shalom Rodfe Zedek in
Chester and is the President MSTY, the youth group for the congregation.
Alex is looking forward to continuing in Scouting by helping younger Scouts with rank achievements and advancements.

Sponsored by the Jewish Federation of Eastern CT’s

SAVE THE DATES -MORE INFORMATION IN
JANUARY 8 LEADER
AND AT JFEC.COM

THE JEWISH LEADER, DECEMBER 18,

Covid-19 and my underwear
Amidst the endless articles about Covid-19, there has not been a
single mention of a pandemic-related topic of extreme importance (to
me): The impact of Covid-19 on the state of my underwear. Since our
aliyah in 1997, I have not bought a single pair of undergarments here.
Instead, I would re-stock every now and then at Target on my fairly
regular trips to the States to see family. I was definitely due for a Target run this past summer, but that was not to be. I was not willing to
enter into a two-week quarantine upon my return to Israel for the sake
of new underwear. On the other hand, while I assume that men’s underwear can be purchased in Israel, I am loath to abandon my beloved
Hanes and Fruit of the Loom brands. It took me many years before I
got my sizing down just right, and I have no desire to start the process
again. For now, it’s a race between the widespread distribution of a
vaccine against Covid-19 and my wife’s tolerance. Yes, the truth of the
matter is that Sarah is the cause of the drama in this story. For some
reason, she believes that a rip here or a hole there renders underwear
unfit. I try to explain that this can precisely make underwear more fit,
but to no avail.
I should mention right here that this is not a question of money. For
all I know, Israeli underwear could be of decent quality and less expensive than American underwear. In my trips to the States, I have come
to resist the temptation to import American products that can be purchased for one-third of their Israeli cost, such as contact-lens solution
and tennis balls. I no longer waste precious luggage space to save a few

TEDDY WEINBERGER
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bucks on such items. I have developed a basic rule: does said American
product make me happy? Aside from my favorite brands of underwear,
I include in this category solid-white tuna (Israel only has chunk lite)
and Pepto Bismol. Other members of my family enjoy facilitating the
aliyah of the following products: Maybelline Great Lash mascara and
Hot Tamales cinnamon candy (Sarah), Corn Chex (Ezra), Butterfinger
candy (Ruthie), and Secret deodorant (Rebecca and Ruthie).
When I widened my research pool to include friends, it turned out
that the deodorant category was the hands down (please!!) import
favorite for other American Israelis--as my friend Tova says: “anyone
who has spent a summer in Israel can understand why it [Dry Idea
deodorant] makes me happy.” Similarly, Toms of Maine deodorant and
Shower to Shower body powder were the go-to American products for
my friends Neal and Moshe, respectively.
The Zionist in me is particularly delighted with the results of my
research. When we made aliyah in the summer of 1997, we were told
to pack our shipping container with items like aluminum foil and toilet
paper. Israel today has quality toilet paper and quality aluminum foil,
and it also has mega supermarkets where these can be purchased for
a reasonable price, along with good old American products like Heinz
ketchup, French’s mustard, Pringles potato chips, Special K cereal, and
Colgate toothpaste. Like my underwear preferences, the items on my
family’s and friends’ lists are favorite brands that people grew up with,
and American Israelis enjoy the comfort level (both physically and

nostalgically) that these products
bring to them. I especially loved
two items on my friend Sharon’s
list: Chifles’ plantain chips and
“some forms of Reece’s candy
bars that you can’t get here.”
If today the challenges of aliyah include being unable to purchase plantain chips locally, then
Israel is doing quite well. Still, for
the sake of my marriage, I hope
I can be vaccinated against Covid-19 very soon.

Moroccan Israelis excited about normalization agreement

By Times of Israel Staff
Israelis of Moroccan descent celebrated December 10’s decision
by the North African kingdom to normalize relations with the Jewish state, calling it both “a natural agreement” and one they had long
awaited.
“I have tears in my eyes,” Dimona resident Avi Bohbot, 30, told the
Ynet news site. His parents immigrated to Israel from Morocco and he
currently organizes student trips to the country.
“This is perhaps the greatest news I have received in my life,” he
said. “I’ve connected with that place. I am sure there will be Moroccans
who will come to Israel.”
Shimon Ohayon, a former Yisrael Beytenu MK who now chairs the
Alliance of Moroccan Immigrants, told Ynet that he spoke with Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu a month and a half ago and that the premier asked him for help with contacts in Rabat.
“Netanyahu told me that he would make an effort, and he did,” Ohayon said.
“This is a very natural agreement because Morocco is known for
being a country with sympathetic relations with Israelis visitors. Once
the Abraham Accords began, it was clear that Morocco would be next
in line,” he said, referring to the normalization agreements that began
with the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain.
Lawmakers of Moroccan descent were also quick to express their
joy with the deal.
“This is the day God has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it,” said
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Aryeh Deri, the interior
minister and chairman of
the ultra-Orthodox Shas
party.
“We who were born
in Morocco, we and the
people of Morocco all over
the world, have been waiting so long for this day,” he
added in a statement; Deri
was born in Meknes, in
northern-central Morocco.
“I was born in Israel, but Morocco flows
through my veins,” said
Strategic Affairs Minister
Michael Biton of the Blue
and White party. “Today is
a holiday for me,”
“I hope to return to Mo- Likud Minister Miri Regev attends a Mimouna celebration on April 27, 2019.
rocco soon for an official (Flash90)
visit — this time as a minday only some 2,000-3,000 Jews remain, but hundreds of thousands
ister in the Israeli government,”
of Israelis are proud of their Moroccan origins. Trump’s senior envoy
he added.
Jared Kushner on Thursday put that number at “over a million.”
Transportation Minister Miri
The Mimouna festival, which the community traditionally celeRegev (Likud) said: “Generations
brates right after Passover ends, has become a fixture on the Israeli
of Moroccan Jews have dreamed
cultural calendar, with countless people barbequing in parks and poliof peace with the country where
ticians rushing to as many Mimouna celebrations as possible, eating
they were born and where our
mufletot and other Jewish-Moroccan delicacies.
culture is so deeply rooted. May
While Israeli tourists have begun discovering the Gulf only very rethe blessing of Allah come upon
cently, they have been flocking to Rabat, Marrakech, Casablanca, Tangus and upon them.”
iers and Fez via third countries for many years. Once the two countries
Moroccan Jewry’s origins date
establish diplomatic relations and open direct air-links, that number
back 2,000 years, to the destruccan be expected to increase dramatically.
tion of the Second Temple and
Following the 1995 Oslo Accords, Morocco and Israel opened muexile. In the modern era, the comtual “liaison offices,” but they were closed a few years later after the
munity reached a high of some
Palestinian Second Intifada broke out in 2000.
250,000 in the early 1940s, when
Both Moroccan King Mohammed VI and Prime Minister Benjamin
Sultan Mohammed V resisted
Netanyahu cited the long and deep ties binding Morocco and Israel in
Nazi pressure for their deportatheir statements on the historic agreement.
tion. Numbers dwindled with the
establishment of Israel, and toRaphael Ahren contributed to this report.
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